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SUGARLOAF

The First Major Timber Sale under the President's
Forest Plan Violates an Ancient Forest Reserve

A Sad History of Misinformation
and Broken Promises

s this Journal goes to press, we are in the middle
A of a desperate, last ditch effort to stop the Sugar-

loaf Timber Sale. After four years in limbo as a
"sold but unawarded" Section 318 sale, Sugarloaf was fi-
nally awarded on August 22 to Boise Cascade Corporation,
the high bidder at the September 1990 auction. Boise has
until September 22 to sign the contract, and four years to
cut the sale if they do. We have heard that Boise will not
have helicopters available for use in logging the sale until
next year, so trees are not likely to start falling soon. There
may still be time to save these incredible high mountain
forests.

Years of legal struggle have finally resulted in a new
Forest Plan for the threatened "spotted owl forests" of the
Pacific Northwest, but the first major timber sale put out
under the new Plan violates the Plans' primary means of
wildlife protection—the Late-Successional (Ancient Forest)
Reserves.

The Sugarloaf Timber Sale is located inside a Reserve
in the Siskiyou National Forest in southwest Oregon. It has
been opposed for a decade by local conservationists, be-
cause it would destroy over 500 acres of beautiful old-
growth forest below Grayback Mountain (at 7,000 feet, the
highest mountain in the Siskiyou National Forest). The sale
area is part of a large Roadless Area that qualifies for
Wilderness. [The U.S. House of Representatives approved
it for Wilderness designation in 1984, but this was stopped
in the Senate by Mark Hatfield and others.] The forests are
also part of a vital connecting corridor of pristine wildlands
that reaches 20 miles south to the Klamath River in Califor-
nia.

President Bush wanted the laws bent to allow the
Section 318 sales, and President Clinton is following
right in his footsteps. The Administration has gone to ex-
treme lengths to sacrifice these priceless forests, despite the
fact that their own scientists have designated this area as
"most ecologically significant old-growth," a "Key Water-

Greg Harty of the Public Forestry Foundation
standing by an ancient tree marked to be cut.

By Robert Brothers, Photos by Julie Norman

shed" for clean water, salmon and steelhead, and a "Late-
Successional Reserve." At the last minute, a special loop-
hole was written into the "Record of Decision" implement-
ing the President's Forest Plan. This loophole allows 21 old
timber sales from 1990 to be "grandfathered" into new
Late-Successional Reserves, despite the fact that these sales
were designed under out-moded forest plans that have been
declared illegal by Judge William Dwyer of the Federal Dis-

The Thousand Giants

The forests of Grayback Mountain are truly unique.

We know of no other area in the Siskiyous where so

many magnificent large trees stand in such a classic

old-growth ecosystem. Their ioss would be tragic.
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We are asking for a Presidential Pardon
that would stop the Sugarloaf Timber Sale
and keep the top of Grayback Mountain as
a Forest Reserve.

We have three suggested alternatives:

1. Substitute the three Sugarloaf units with
9.5 million board feet of timber from Matrix
or Adaptive Management Area lands.

2. Buy back Boise Cascade’s contract.

3. Modity Boise’s contract to only log the
non-old-growth Unit 1 for a projected
volume of 2.6 million board feet. Delete
Units 2 and 3 (prime old-growth and
spotted owl] area).



HEADWATERS PARTICIPATES IN
HISTORIC FOREST CONFERENCE

JULIE NORMAN ADDRESSES THE
FOREST CONFERENCE

HELLO FRIENDS. On April 2nd I was in-
deed honored to speak on behalf of the forests at
President Bill Clinton's Forest Conference in
Portland. It was thrilling, scary and inspiring.
There is no doubt that we have successfully
"nationalized" the outcry over the destruction of
our public forests. The White House came to see
us, and the nation tuned in on live radio and TV.

The day ended with President Clinton ask-
ing his Cabinet to come up with a plan BY JUNE
1st! So much is at stake! We must help them be
strong!

The President, Vice President Al Gore, five
Cabinet members, and over 300 observers ab-
sorbed 6 hours of testimony from 55 panelists in
three Roundtable Sessions. They listened to tales
of wrenching (though predicted) economic
changes and heard compelling data about old-
growth/salmon/owl habitat collapse. They were
also briefed on innovative ideas for shaping our
next economy (which has already begun).

President Clinton was friendly and well-in-
formed as he relaxed into the role of host and
counselor. Individuals and communities crushed
by the changes in the industry had a big shoul-
der to cry on. Clinton clearly empathized with
their plight, citing the agricultural collapse he
had witnessed in Arkansas which resulted in
many ghost towns along the Mississippi River.
He stated, however, "I cannot repeal the laws of
change."

Headwaters was chosen to lead off the third
session on "Solutions” with a 3-minute statement
(reprinted inside). [There were so many lights
and cameras and people! And looking down
that huge table I could see BILL AND AL!! So
after the President introduced me I just started

"We can probably grow spotted owl
habitat. But it's unlikely we are going
to know any time soon how to grow
old-growth forests. The complexity of
these systems is beyond imagination."
Dr. Jerry Franklin
Univ. of Washington

Headwaters President Julie Norman speaking with
President Bill Clinton at the Forest Conference.

PHOTO BY SCOTT LEWIS

reading, and then the spirit of the forest and all
you forest lovers welled up inside and carried
me through.]

I tried to be an able voice for the forests we
love so much. Many thanks to all the people
who helped craft our "position” and the prose to
convey it with beauty, precision and power.

How do I feel now that it's over? Nervous,
but hopeful.

As of today, Headwaters has not gotten
specific direction from the Administration on
how to proceed in post-Conference communica-
tions, but we expect that they will reveal the rest
of the process soon. At the Conference, I was
told we would be kept in the loop. Of course,
politics is full of surprises.

So the task at hand, pending further detail,
is to WRITE BILL CLINTON, AL GORE, Interior
Secretary BRUCE BABBITT, and Agriculture
Secretary MIKE ESPY. Notes, letters, and phone
calls from you and your circle of influence are
CRUCIAL in the next 30 DAYS! We hope the
Clinton Administration has the wisdom to adopt
the strategy and goals outlined on page 3.

PLEASE HELP! WRITE TODAY!



STATEMENT BY JULIE NORMAN AT THE FOREST CONFERENCE

Good afternoon and welcome. We are so
appreciative to have this forum.

I have lived in the beautiful Rogue River
Valley in Southwest Oregon for 17 vyears,
working as a whitewater guide and computer
systems analyst. My involvement in this issue
blossomed during the late 70's when | was a
river guide and | began to notice the march of
clearcuts across the vast expanses of tall, wild
forests.

Later, when I began to investigate Forest
Service and BLM data in their files and com-
puters, | learned that four million acres of
prime old-growth forests had been turned into
monoculture tree-farms in the last 40 years on
Forest Service land in Oregon and Washington
alone.

We must disturb no more of the last re-
maining centers of biodiversity. These are the
refuges and the seed sources for tomorrow's
forests, tomorrow's wildlife, and tomorrow's
economy. .

Therefore we must establish a permanent
forest and watershed reserve system based on
the best scientific knowledge. We must also
establish interim protection for additional ar-
eas to preserve options while thorough scien-
tific studies are completed. All suitable habitat
for threatened species, all roadless areas, key
watersheds for salmon, riparian zones, and
large blocks of intact forest must serve as our
scientific “controls” during this research pe-
riod.

These reserves must encompass the east
side of the Cascades as well as the westside
forests.

A sea of bodies spilled out of Waterfront Park and into
the streets at the Thursday rally.

PHOTO BY JOHN STAHMER

Yet when we take these strong steps,
when we protect large areas from logging and
roadbuilding, we must remember that we are
only treating the symptoms and bandaging
the wounds. The decline of our forest's health
must be dealt with at its source. Cutting prac-
tices must be reformed, and diversity must be
restored to the four million acres of tree-farms.
Otherwise the carefully designed system of re-
serves will crumble, a victim of forest fires and
insect and disease epidemics spreading from
the "managed" lands.

We need a "Scientific Review Committee
for the Managed Lands.” One goal of this
committee would be to focus the new
"ecosystem management” policy of the Forest
Service and BLM into a program of well-moni-
tored experiments. This should occur on a
very limited basis in the least controversial
areas.

As Jack Ward Thomas stated in the recent
Scientific Analysis Team Report, unless
"adequate research and monitoring are insti-
tuted and pursued vigorously" (p. 24), an even
stronger habitat reserve system will be needed
in the future.

To achieve this will require nothing less
than a revolution in the federal forest agen-
cies. The Forest Service, BLM, and U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service must be placed under
new leadership to ensure reform and pro-
active compliance with environmental laws.
Weakening or making exceptions to our laws
is neither useful nor necessary.

As conservationists, we realize that all
solutions must involve both the federal agen-
cies and the communities. The future of both
obviously lies in restoration and second-
growth industries, given the fact that the old-
growth will soon be gone if not protected. We
believe the answer lies in adding value to for-
est products and investing in new commu-
nity-based market opportunities. As an ex-
ample, Headwaters is working with the
Applegate Partnership to find common
ground with the local timber industry in
designing sustainable forestry and restoration
projects. We also work with the Rogue
Institute for Ecology and Economy to promote
value-added wood products.

A healthy ecosystem is the economic in-
frastructure for communities with a natural
resource base. By working for sustainable
communities as well as sustainable forests, we
hope to ensure the well-being of both.

Thank you.
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Headwaters

To protect and restore forest ecosystems

TO: MIKE DAVIS
OFFICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

FROM: JULIE NORMAN
DATE:  THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 29
RE: SUGARLOAF SALE ON SISKIYOU NF

Dear Mike,

Thanks again for allowing me to make a presentation to you last
Friday about the Sugarloaf Timber Sale on the Siskiyou National Forest.
You and the other two officials I met with (Kevin Sweeney, USDI
Communications, and Peter Hamm, USDI Congressional Affairs) gave me
an ounce of hope! They would be good folks for you to discuss the sale
with, since they were both involved with the Record of Decision last April.

Enclosed here is a news release I'm putting out today. Your name is
mentioned in item 2 on the third page entitled "Sugarloaf Opposition
Updatcs,” where I state that you agreed to look into the matter but made
"no commitments.”

Please let me know how I can assist you further.

Post Office Box 729 Ashland, Oregon 97520 Telephone {503) 482-4459 Fax (503) 482-7282
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Headwaters

To protact and restore forest ecosystems

FOR IMMED. RELEASE:  Sugarloaf Timber Sale
Awarded Inside Reserve

THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 29, 1994

Contact: Julie Norman (President), 503/482-4459

Citizen outcry against the Sugarloaf Timber Sale on the Siskiyou
National Forest in SW Oregon is spreading nationwide, with appeals
now going directly to President Clinton. The Sugarloaf Sale is the first

major timber sale (9.5 million board feet) that Region 6 Forest Service has

pushed since President Clinton’s Forest Plan was adopted in April, but it
does not comply with the Plan.
Sugarloaf and 20 other old 1990 timber sales were "grandfathered

in" through a last-minute, controversial loophole (crafted in D.C.), even

though these sales log inside the President’s new Forest Reserve System.
Sugarloaf is the worst of the bunchy; it is entirely in a Roadless Area and
Key Watershed.

The Forest Service (Grants Pass, Portland, and D.C.) has turned a
deaf ear to the coalition of local and national environmental groups, local

businesses, the Grants Pass Unitarian Church, Oregon Democratic Party,

Post Office Box 729 Ashland, Oragon 87520 Telephone (503) 482-4459 Fax (503) 482-7282
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and even Oregon’s Governor Barbara Roberts, who all oppose the sale.
Amidst unresolved confusion and admitted "misinformation” about
the number of giant trees marked to cut, Siskiyou Supervisor Mike Lunn
awarded the contract to log this pristine public forest on August 22nd.
[According to the last Forest Service tally, there are approximately 1,000
marked trees over 46" in diameter.] Boise Cascade Corp. (high-bidder
with mills in Medford and White City) now has four years to log over

12,000 individually marked trees on 660 acres, all inside the Reserve.

Julie Norman: "I spoke at President Clinton’s Forest Conference
when this process began. Now we need Bill Clinton to follow through
with an integrity check, so that his Forest Reserve System isn’t violated
on day one of his Plan’s implementation.

"Headwaters suggests that Boise Cascade be substituted other
timber from the commercial logging zones and keep the new Forest

Reserve intact.”

FOR MORE DETAILS SEE ENCLOSED HEADWATERS JOURNAL
Cover photo and story starting on page 6.
Back cover: aerial photo of sale area.**

= LIGHTHAWK AIR TOURS AVAILABLE OUT OF SEATTLE!
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SUGARLOAF OPPOSITION UPDATES:

1. Lou Gold, nationally known forest activist and defender of Bald Mountain
on the Siskiyou National Forest, has now moved his peaceful prayer vigil to Lake
Mountain, overlooking the Sugarloaf Timber Sale. [See enclosed Bald Mtn. Alert.]
Lou’s group, Siskiyou Regional Education Project, has just distributed the Alert to
11,500 people nationwide, initiating a boycott against Boise Cascade and asking for
citizens to contact President Clinton and Asst. Sec. of Agriculture Jim Lyons.
Siskiyou Project is also running a series of hard-hitting, full-page ads in Oregon

entitled: "The New Forest Plan: Log it and lie about it" (sce reverse).

2. Julie Norman, President of Headwaters, last weck visited Clinton officials in
1 Washington D.C. She explained how the public had been doublecrossed in August
by the Forest Service, when they unilaterally cut off discussions about reassessing the
sale. Ms. Norman suggested that Boise be given substitute timber from outside the

Reserve System. Two officials (Mike Davis of Office of Env. Policy, and Kevin

Sweeney of Dept. of Interior Communications) promised her they would explore the

matter further (no commitments).

RECENT MEDIA COVERAGE:
| 1, “Clinton errs with Sugarloaf Sale." Salem Statesman Journul
2. "First offering of Westside plan is ‘worst’." High Country News

| 3. "Sugarloaf Sale Awarded: First Major Sale under Clinton
| Plan Lies within Spotted Owl Reserve.".Earth First! Journal

-30-
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With the recent awarding of the controversial Sugarloaf Timbersale on the
Siskiyou N.F. there has been a flurry of information released concerning many
things that led up to the award of the sale. The Forest Service and Forest
Supervisor Mike Lunn and others have been of lying, purposely misleading the
publie, and malfeasance. Rather than respond directly to the allegations, I
will explain what we did in terms of communications and background. You can

decide for yourself whether our actions were appropriate leading up to award of
the sale.

COMMUNICATIONS WITH LOCAL GROUPS

A primary issue of which I want to eéxpress my perception is the question of
how we handled the communications relative to the period just prior to the
award of the sale. It is important to know that the authority to award the
Sugarloaf sale was with the Forest Supervisor following the direction in the
Record of Decision (ROD). A communication strategy which guided the release of
information by the Forast Supervisor was a joint product of various levels of
the organization, was developed collaboratively through a number of iteratioms,
and was not finally given the "fo-ahead until the last day before award.

There is no question but what that strategy was carried out as directed. 1
have reviewed the communications which has taken place at the District, Forest
and Regional level and am confident that communications were adequate. I

personally attempted to contact, by phone, those most opposed to the award of
the sale prior to the actual award.

I also acknowledge that the information flow could have been better. This 1s
nearly always the case when we are deaiing with complex, highly technical
lssues in a very political framework. Communications on Sugarloaf involved a
lot of people from different organizations and layers of the Forest Service and

Department. But above all, there is no evidence of intentionally misleading
anyone.

In terms of decision authority, the daecision with which I was dealing and, I
think applied to my superiors as well, was to either give direction not to
award or, in the case the Fores-= Supervisor, decision was to not award to
review that decision to determinc if it was consistent with the ROD.

Due to the high level of interesr in the Sugarloaf sale, I personaliy walkad
part of the sale and visted on the site with folks from Headwaters, Southern
Oregon Timber Industry Association, Northwest Forestry Association, Public
Forestry Foundation, Boise Cascade, and Professor Dave Perxry from OSU. Ve had
a good exchange of information, und I commitred to the following:

1. Have the tables with mis-information corrected.

2. To relay my perspective about the kind of stands being harvested to my

superiors. In comparing what I had heard about the sale to what I saw, I had
three comments.

A. I saw more large troos marked than I had visualized,

B. I saw trees marked that T would not have marked and some not marked
that I would have marked; and

C. I did not see anything that would indicate a need to stop the sale.
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" 3. Asked the Forest Supervisor to reassess the sale based on the
discussions we had. This was not a direction or a request to make any
adjustments but, rather, to make an asgsessment. This assessment was done
(August 8, 1994) and a report submitted to me by the Forest Supervisor. The
action plan proposed minor modifications (post award) to lessen the road

lmpacts and to seek additional protection for the spotted owl (retain a few
more old trees around activity centers).

There was no suggestion that this information would be cleared through any one
particular group prior to award of the sale.

The SW Oregon media accurately rcflected these points based on my post-review
interviews with them. All of thesge commitments were completed and provided to
me several weeks prior the award of the sale. I recognize they did not provide
the results some had hoped for, but the tasks were completed as assigned.

Responsible officials, scientists, and other professionals on the Siskiyou
believe Sugarloaf to be a quality step forward in moving towards ecosystem
management. If we ware to start fresh with the same stand in planning an
entry, there would be some thinps we would do differently; but more that we
would do similarly with the same goals. It is and will remain controversial.
But we firmly believe it is not just a good timber sale, it {s an appropriate
treatment of the land to meet the test as dascribed by President Clinton "where

sound management policies can preserve the health of forest lands, sales should
g0 forward."

I fully support the actions of the Forest Supervisor and the highly qualified
staff on the Siskiyou and the cecision to move forward with the Sugar Loaf

Sale. Hopefully we can get this behind us and move forward with implementation
of the President's Plan.

BACKGROUND TO AWARD

Prior to the publication of the kecord of Decision accompanying the Final
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement on Management of Habitat for
Late-Successional and 01d-Growth Forest Related Species Within the Range of the
Northern Spotted Owl, many quesiions had to be addressed concerning exiscing
Projects which were not comsistent with all the Standard and Cuidelines in the
plan. Especially important we:re timber sales under contract and timber sales
which had been previously sold but not awarded due to legal issues or other
delays. The Sugarloaf sale was one of the latter.

The decisions relative to the 318 sales were particularly contenticus, but
having dealt specifically with these issues the Record of Decision was clear in
how these sales would be handled. I believe the direction is clearly within

the concepts and five Principles President Clinton set to guide the interagency
planning efforct.

These are reflected in the Record of Decision (ROD). The first of these states
in part:

"First, we must mever forget the human and the aconomic dimensions of these
problems. Where sound management policies can preserve the health of
forest lands, sales should go forward.-------- " (ROD at page 3)




UB/ LU/ Y4 urs:lo WH033287577 USDA FS R-8 -+-+2 NFS$ d1004/007

The 'ROD further addressed the igsue of timber sales both in terms of existing
- and future sales. New sgales are clearly directed to be congsistent with the
Standards and Guidelines required by the ROD. It further provided management
policies concerning sales already sold and awarded and sales sold but not
awardad within late successional reserves (LSR's) and key watersheds. The ROD
at page 13 stated: "With one exception described below, [applicable to
previously enjoined sales] all plamned and sold but unawarded timber sales were
reviewed and adjusted as needed, following publication of the Draft SEIS,
pursuant to the process described in paragraph (a) above. The review ensured
that these sales would not prevent the attainment of the environmental
objectivas of the selected alternative® (emphasis added).

"Some previously-offered sales are located in the LSR's. If those sales
proceed, the integrity of the LSR's will not be significantly impaired and the
cumulative envirormental effects of the sales will not be significantly
different from the effects set forth in the Final SEIS. Between the Draft and
Final SEIS, tha size of the LSR's increased by 378,200 acres, to a total LSR
acreage of 7,431,000. The amount of late successional, old growth habitat
protaected in various reserves (e.g. late successional, riparian, and known owl
activity centers in the matrix) increased by 240,900 acres, to a total of
6,864,100 acres. These increases more than offset the approximately 26,000
acres of previously sold and awarded or sold and unawarded sales located within
proposed LSR's. The late successional and old growth habitat in LSR's that
might be harvested (assuming that these areas meet ESA requirements) represents

about one-third of one percent of the total of this habitat in reserves in the
preferred altermative.” (ROD at page 13)

Sales sold and awarded or unawarded were also looked at in regards to key
watersheds and roadless areas. "Sales were assessed to detormine their effect
on state water temperature standards, large wooded debris, stream flow,
sediment regime, aquatic organisms, aud other aquatic resources. The criteria
for this evaluation were developed by the scientific group assisting the
implementation team.” (ROD at page 13} Sales have been, or are in the process
of being, adjusted to eliminate ur Ditigate long-term, unacceptable effects on
riparian and aquatic ecosystems. Considerable volume in existing sales is

currently not beig operated pending tinal conclusion of consultation under the
Endangared Species Act.

Locally on the Siskiyou National Foresrt, the Plan significantly strengthened
protection for fish and wildlife species dependent on late-seral habitats.
Within the SDEIS, only 142,000 acres were allocated to matrix; of which 41,000
acres was roadless. Further changes occurred again between the SDEIS and
SFEIS; leaving 76,000 acres in matrix of which 19,000 acres is roadless. The
potential sale quantity of timber dropped from 34mmbf/yr to 22mmbf/yr. For
reference, the total acreage within the Siskiyou NF 1s 1.09 miilion acres.

There should be no question that from a reglonal pexspective the small acreage
of old-growth timber to be harvested under exsitng contracts and those sold but
not awarded was carefully conaidered, and found to not affect attainment of the
goals of the plan. The changes to the Siskiyou plan likewise have clearly
increased levels of protection/uwanagement for older-aged stands, Sugarxloaf
Timber Sale must be viewed in that context, as well as on its own merits. And

on its own merits, it is at worst a neutral effect on long-term stand health
but more likely will have a benciicial effect both in the near and long terms.
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SUGARLOAF TIMBER SALE - Sugarloaf was one of three sold but unswarded timber
sales on the Siskiyou. It is in the Kangaroo Roadleas Area, and it is in a key
watershed and Late Successional Reserve in the new plan. The sale will harvest
treas from areas which have some or mostly old growth characteristics. There
are several "definitions" of old growth floating around; these particular
stands may or may not meet all of these so called scientific definitions.

However most people would equate a large portion of the area (Units 2 and 3) to
thelr personal concept of "old growth"

Sugarloaf is not a product of the plan; therefore it cannot be construed as the
"lst timber sale out under the new plan". It is a product of the past; it does
not meet the criteria for sales under the plan and there was no intent for it
to be or to make it appear to be consistent. It 1s an old sale which was
allowed to proceed after it was determined that i1t did “preserve the health of
the forest". There was considerable discussion about it relation to the Plan.

Sugarloaf was designed to try to accomplish a series of objectives that cama
from discussions with the 318 Advisory Board when they could not come to
agreement, This resulted in a sale that was far different than the normal

clearcut prescriptions which were so prevelant in the past. Features of the
sale that resulted include:

1. No clearcuts - approximately 1/3 of the trees across all size classes
will be selectively designated for harvest; the intent is to reduce basal area
and increase stand diversity,

2. Trees less than 90 years old comprise the great majority of the trees
to be harvested, but less than half the volume.

3. Large trees (greater than 44 inches in diameter) make up a significant
part of the volume, but relatively small number of the stems to be harvested
(approximately 1000 traes from a total of nearly 17000). A faw of these are
quite old (300-500 years possibly), wost are between 125 and 250. Tree size
relative to age can ba deceiving, as one 60 inch dbh tree was only 208 years.

4. More significant though, the stand will retain many larger trees.
Where it currently has older-stand attributes, they will remain after harvest.
The remaining portions of the stand will more quickly sttain old stand
character following harvest.

5. The sale maintains habitat ior spotted owls. The biological opinion
from the US Fish and Wildlife Service coniirma that the entire area will remain
suitable habitat for roosting and foraging. The core area of the owl pair in
unit 2 {s fully protected (withdrawn from harvest).

6. All yarding will be by helicopter. Minimal roading is planned; only
that required to provide access to safe landings for helicopter operation.

7. Riparian zones have been carefully aesigned and screened for full
protection of hydrologic functions.

It is apparent from the numerous recent letters and phone calls that probably
the KEY issue with the Sugarloaf sale is that 1t 1s in a roadless area
(Kangaroo Roadless Area). The public makes reference to Ancient Forest
Reserves "to be preserved" instcad of LSR's. Clearly many people desire “hands
off" management of this and other roadless areas. Comments such as
"permanently drop Sugarloaf and provide complete protection" or “stop entry
into--virgin areas" and "off linits to logging" while substituting the word

"preserve” for "resarve" would indicate that these concepts are central to
P P
their concern.
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Fro my discuasions with a few representatives from the “envirornmental"

' community, I felt that some were truly concerned about the way the sala had
been marked and could better accept a sale with a different cutting
perscription, It was Just as obvious that some had a bortam line of no harvest
in the Roadless area regardless of the prescription.

Many of the latters received stated that moving ahead with the sale would
violate the intent of the President's Plan. 1In these cases it is obvious that
the plan 1s either not well understood, or mot well received.

I think one needs to understand the recent histroy of the Siskyiou N.F. to
evaluate the present situation. The two major social/political issues on the

forest for several years has in one way or the other revolved around the timber
sale program or the roadless areas.

TIMBER SALE PROGRAM HTISTORY

- 1989 FOREST PLAN - A.S.Q. 160MMBF
1992 I.S.C. PLAN - A.S.Q. 122MMBF
1993 DRAFT OPTION 9 - P.S.Q. 34MMBF
1994 FINAL OPTION 9 - P.S.Q. 22MMBF

S wr

During the period of FY 91-94, only 10mmbf (approximate) of new sales has been
awarded oun the Siskiyou NF due to gridlock. Literally millions of dollars have
been expended trying to weet the local needs for timber with little success due
to changing rules, appeals, and lawsuits. It will three Years before the PSQ
of 22MMBF can be reached, assuning funding is available, due to the changed

requirements in the President's Plan. Sugarloaf Timber Sale, and Briggs Secret

(4.7mmbf) provide the only near ternm opportunity for supporting the local
timber economy.

'SISKIYOU ROADLESS AREA ANALYSIS

l. Total Forest Arca - 1,090,000 ac

2. Original (Pre-Forest Plan) Roadless Area - 522,000 ac (47%)

3. Roadless Area not in the timber base - 503,000 (45% of Forest)
(96% of Roadless area)

284,000 ac Wildernmess/Wild & Scenic
146,000 ac Allocated Roadless in Forest Plans
73,000 ac Late Succesional Reserves

( Two grandfathered sales; Sugarloaf and China Left
are in LSR's and harvest app. 2,000 ac)

TOTAL 503,000 AcC

Final Option 9 - 76,000 ac (tbr. base) - 7% Forest Acres
Includes - 19,000 ac roadless - 4% of Roadless Ac

Due to lawsuits, changing plans, consultation etc the
Siskiyou has sold only 10MMBF between 1990 and Present.
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Everyone can draw their own conclusions from the two sets of data above but my
" observation is that those who have supported and actively pushed for either
preservation or a very high degree of protection for the roadless areas have

been very succesful compared to those primarily interested in the size of the
timber harvest program.

Decision-makers throughout the Agency and Department recognized the
contentiousness of the 318 Sale issue pPrior to issuing the Record of Decision.
It should be cleax that even the most intensive, best executed plan of public
involvement or notificarion would not have made the decision to award the
timber sale any more tenable to the folks who oppose it so strongly.
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Regional forester expects

apparently were tnderestimated by 7 o 8
percent in a “worst-ease scenaris,’”” Lunn
told reporters after the tour. But Lunn said
mast of the trees in the 739-acre sale are

expected to be young, roughly less than %0
years.

.~ _The numbers will be reworked in the pext
"several days and released to the public,

[;unn S&lﬂ, .

He addeq the mistake was not an attempt’
to conceal how many old-growth trees were
e error doesat poscli legal problera

e error doesn' & Jegal problem -
thal might stall the Hgs&mn said, Howev-
e.ri h;.-};axd he is not in
sale h, _

Rmﬂnﬁ_ i ce the amoynt
of Ember to expecled 10.5

milllon board leet, h ;

Lowe 5aid he noticed more old~gro\;tgn )

trees marked for cutting than he .
While he s3id he saw trees’he wouldn't have
marked, be saw others he iivould have put on

hanges in Sugarloaf sale
rpe— CRANTS PASS, oRE6&ON
ichele oun —— 3 ) :
hobalyCouter . P I<TY -
" The controversial Sugarloaf Timber Sale
'i;.'slzma,butf ¥ trecs might -
. C . the cut list, , .
——ﬁiﬁal Forester John Lows, who flew Lowe, who oversees nabional forests in
over and then hiked the sale on Grayback  Qrogon and Washinglon, visited the sale for
Mountain Wednesday, said he saw polhing  the first time because of mounting opposi-
to make him shelve the contract. . ton from local and national enviranmenta)
But Lowe and Siskiyou Natlonal Forest groyps.
Supervisor Mike Lunn revealed that math Those groups include Headwaters, the
crvors made _m_:lsﬂgﬁwjﬂh_ﬂlﬂ Il:l:ti?nal Audubon Saciety, Sierra Club
of trees to he cut, " Defense Club and S i
.Qb Headwaters, an Ashland-based environ- Ed%caﬁmefh‘s:jecl‘.‘ Rnd Siskdyou egional
\\ mental education group, uncovered the mis- Environmentalists say lopging the area -
L take with help from the Pacific Forestry  wil] harm forest health. The snle is in an
Foundation in Eugene. Headwatcers brought  gld-growth reserve used by threatened
(\\O it to Lowe and Lunn’s altention a few days l::orlhcrn spotted awls and other wildlife, a
ago. : ey watershed and th R
N The percentages for old-growth trees. Ar%a. atershed and the Kangaroa Readless

“The sale was pot exactiy like we would
do it today,” Lowe acknewledged, referring
ta its history dating to before President Clin-

. ton's forest plan. ]
The sale has generated protests for years
" and spiking of trees to stop chainsaws, Part
of the cantroversy centers an Sugarloal as a
so-called 318 sale that resulted from a politi.
cal deal to reloase some timber {or harvests
that otherwise would have been locked up
by a court injunction. .

Lowe took several environmentalists an
the tour — Dave Perry, a forest scientist at
Oregon Slate University, and Julie Narman,
prexident of Headwaters. .

Norman said Lowe fold the group that
the new numbers for the size of trees will be
seat back to Washington, D.C., so officials

" know that the mistaken calculations would
result in mote nld-growth trees than expect-
ed being cut. - ’

"We _hope that the new information will

Lriéfer a _serious reconsideration,’” Normap
Said. .
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‘Siskiyou forest will reassess
Sugarloaf sale data

The Muil Tribuno, Thursday, July 21, 1954

MEDKreRD

By PAUL FATTIQ
of the Mall Tribune

The Forost Service Is taking another
160K al a hafves( f'm Tor (he conlrover-
wial SQS.'trloal t]m&r m.; n li’io Smhyou

ational Farust.

ARter & consulting foresler hired by the
Ashland-based lleudwaters environmen
Lul group challsnged Ngurcs supplled by
Sisklyuu officialg concarning the percon-
lliugc; oz old-frowth q

kiyou Fores{ Supervitor Mikc Lunn.

The conicacl forester showed that a
higher percentpga of older Lrers were
mirked far cuttlag, Lunn said.

“We want to go back and corract the
misinlormalion weve becn responsible
or unn said, “I( wasn't donc with the
inteni 10 higle anything. But wo did mis-
caleylate Lhe numbers.”

The 73Y-acre Sugarlosf timber sule, on
the west flank of Grayback Mountaln
abaut six miles south of Williwmns, calis for
& harvest of some 10.5 million bourd [eet.

A new assosamen! ecould rasull in fewer

_% older Yrces boing cul when the Jogs are
%riii]ig Dy Ecllcopfor. be said.
although noting the new asscssment

£

4

(

Y .,-,.';'.r jl

won't be avuilable for two weeks.

Bujse Cascade Corp, was Lhe high bld-
dor on the sale when i{ was offered thrce

years ago, but {t wars not
awardend the eontract hecause
of the spotted-owl court Injunc-
tion, However, Lthe U.S. Fish
und Wildlife Service has givan
tho agency the go-ahcad lo [,
award the sale. That award 19
pending.

Opponents have argued that
the contriyct shouldn't be
awarded, noting that the area
hus been desifnatod a late-
succession forest reserve and a
koy watershed under the Clin-
on fotest plan.

John Lowe

OREGON

Guv. Barbara Roberls has coma out in
oppasition to the sale, daying it ender-

mines Clinton's forest plan.

Meanwhile, John Lowe, the
Foraest Scrvice's roglonal fures-
ter (in the Paclfic Norithwost,
hiked through Lhe sale Wednes-
duy wilh Lunn and other offi-
cials.

“I didn't see anything today
thut would shut down Lhe proc-
oss We're going throupgh," ha
slressed, although he noterd that
oplions remain ppch,

“1 found the ssie had more
lacge Doug fir markod thun |

- would antleipate,” he said. “8utl un the

other band [ saw some that weren't
markod that ¥ would have marked.” Like

Luna, he €aid a reassessment may change *
the percentage of large Lrecs harvested. -

Because the sale was sold before the
Chinton lorest plan went {nto effect, It

doesn't follow the same guidelines. he

noled.

*This i3 an old sgle Lhat was grandfath-’
ered In." Lowe said. "My coacetn is Ul
It be a good gale, that Lhere i3 nothing out’ -
thore that is golng (o barm the environ-

ment.”
“The reuson we are in thore is stil) .

very good,” he addcd. “We will continue *

to have scicntific argument over whose
mouse irup {8 betier, but we've got to

move ahcad with what we've got, contin- -

ue v learn and adapt as we go."
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August 1, 1994

James R. Lyons -

Assistant Secretary for Natural Resources and the Environment
U.S. Department of Agricuiture

Room 217E Administration Building

l4th & Independence Avenue, SW

Washingtan, DC 20250

Dear Jim:

This concerns the proposed Sugarloal limber sale on the Siskiyou National
Forest. Headwaters gave me a copy of your letter to them, in which you state
the sale will (among other things) °...perpetuate old-growth structure...and
enhance stand vigor.” In my opinion the zale as marked will do neijther, and
in facl is more likely to degrade owl habitat and make the stand more vul-
nerable to wildfire. There seems Lo be some confusion in the FS about how
much valume is to come from the 600-acsre ald-growth stand within Units 2
and 3 of the salc, but it's clear that a significant number of healthy, dominant
old-growth trees are marked to cut. If the objective of this sale is to move
volume, it certainly accomplighes that. The prescription in Unit 1 (the
second-growth stand) will probably also improve the health of that stand,
however the prescription in the old-growth of Unils 2 and 3 will in my
judgement degrade stand health and jeopardize ow! habitat. Removing older
wees will open the stand to wind and heat, hence dry it out. Leaving
understory white fir trees perpetuates the problem of fire-ladders. These two
facts add up to greater vulnerability to wildfire. Increasing the cover of white
fir, a species that is especially vulnerable to fire and pathogens, is not a good
strategy for maintaining long-term stand health. With regards to the pair of
owls that live in that stand, it’s difficult for me to ses how what is already
prime habitat can be improved by a cut of this nature. It may even expose
the owls to greater predation from corvids.

When the prescription for Units 2 and 3 was wntien four years ago, it was
a significant improvement over clearcutting old-growth, and the FS descrves
credit for moving away from clcarcutting stands like these and toward
protecting at least some older trees. However, the overall objectives of forest
management in the PNW have changed dramatically in the past four years,
and cutting healthy old trees under the guise of improving forest health will
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James R, Lyons
Page 2
August 1, 1994

only fuel the cynicism among scientists and environmentalists about FS
motives. Presently that cynicism is getting in the way of real measures to
improve forest health, and it sure as hell doesn’t necd more fuel, If you stick
with the decision to log this sale withowt a significant change in the mark, I
hope that you will at least acknowledge that purported “health” benefits are
highly controversial within the scientific contmunty.

With best wishes.

David A, Perry
Professor, Ecosystem Studies

DAP/cw

c: J. Michael Lunn, Supexvisor, Siskiyou NF
John Lowe, Regional Forester
Julie Norman and Robert Brothers, Headwaters

idoos/o11
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Headwaters

To protect and rastor forest scosysiems

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FRIDAY, AUG. 26, 1994

CONTACT: JULIE NORMAN, PRESIDENT, 503/482-4459

THE FOREST SERVICE BREAKS ITS WORD ... ONE MORE TIME:
SUGARLOAT TIMBER SALE "AWARDED" BEFORE RESULTS OF
SALE RE-ANALYSIS MADE PUBLIC.

e e . e . S — — —— o~ o v ] ] W . - e —— — e e e St Sty e b S P
-— EE A e e e v — g~ — = ——p 4

On Monday morning, August 22nd, Headwaters President Julie Norman was
shocked to leamn from reporters that the highly controversial, 663-acre Sugarloaf
'I‘imﬁer Sale had been “awarded"” to Boise Cascade Corp, which indicated that
Regional Fotester John Lowe and Siskiyou Supervisor Mike Lunn had both failed to
follow through on their widely known commitments to reassess the sale bcfore the
"award.”

Julie Norman: "We don’t blame Regional Forester Lowe or Supervisor Lunn for
awarding the sale, because the responsibility for that lics in Washington D.C. But we
do blame them for breaking their agreement to work together in reassessing the sale
after the Siskiyou NF staff corrected certain errors (discovered by Headwaters) in their
public statements describing the sizc of trees to be cut. (See clips from press
conference after sale tour on July 20th.)

"On July 20th John Lowe and Mike Lunn told the world that the public could
expect a recalculation of the inaccurate sale description and then a reassessment of the

sale based on those results. That did not happen.

"Headwaters’ Richard Hart and Robert Brothers, Greg Harty of Public Forestry

Post Office Box 729 Ashland, Oregon 97520 Telephona {503) 4824459 Fax (603) 482-7282
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Foundation, OSU Professor Dave Perry, and several Forest Service staff were present
v-vhen the commitment was made."

"The data I finally received in the mail from Supervisor Lunn, after the sale was
awarded, indicates that there are over 1,000 marked trees over 46" in diameter, out of
11,299 marked to cut. These statistics clearly show that the Siskiyou National Forest
staff had misrepresented the quantity and quality of the old-growth being cut, which
they had previously described as ‘only a few old trees’ (see May 1994 Briefing Paper).

"Wg can’t know if this misinformation was their intent or a comedy of errors.

But we have no doubt that the Forest Service intentionally broke our agreement to
work together in reasscssing the sale.

"Headwaters repeatedly asked the Siskiyou for copies of the information needed
. to calculate the diameter of marked trees. When we finally received the tally sheets

and completed our calculations, we sent the results to the Forest Service on August
15th. Instead of informing us that they had madé similar calculations, John Lowe and
Mike Lunn chase to keep us in the dark, break off negotiations, and award the sale
behind our backs.
"Now Regional Forester Lowe and Supervisor Lunn are acting like they didn’t
say what was widely reported in the news. It feels like a doublecross to me.”
-30-
Attachments: clip "Regional forester expects changes in Sugarloaf sale”
Grants Pass Daily Courier, July 21, 1994

dip "Sisklyou forest will reassess Sugarloaf sale data”
. : Medford Mail Tribune, July 21, 1994
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Statesriiain Jourmal, Salern, Ore., Saturday, September 3, 1894

Cllnton errs W|th Sugarloaf sale

-mem m
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United States Forest Pacifie P.0O. Box 3623

Daepartment of Service Northwest Portland, OR 97208-3623

Agriculture Region 333 S.W. First Avenue
Portland, OR 97204

Reply To: 2450

Date: September 13, 1994

Julie Norman
Headwaters

P.0. Box 729
Ashland, OR 97520

Dear Julie:

I recelved your FAX, and I read it with much consternation. 1 was not here
when the Sugarloaf decision was made, so I cannot address the substantive
{ssues. You have been working with John and Mike and that is where the
dialogue and discussion should remain.

But, Julie, I want you to know how strongly I object to your attacks on the
personal character of John Lowe and Mike Lunn. Your personal attacks against
both Mike and John are serving to do one thing- -undermine credibility and
effectiveness of both of our organizatioms.

I know you feel strongly about this sale; however, I do not think that pives
you the right to use counterproductive tactiecs like name-calling, personal
attacks, and misrepresenting circumstances.

Any productive aud healthy relationship must be founded on mutual respect and
the premise that, though we will not always agree, we know we will hear each
other out with respect and the presumption of good will., I am disappointed
that you do not seem to care what damage you do the credibilicy of the Forest
Service or to the people who work for the Forest Service, in the name of the
pursuit of your own organizational ends. 1 am concerned about the damage to
Headwaters as an organization.

You and your organization have always found ways to work with us productively

in the past and have had the respect of us all for your innovative leadership

in bringing diverse interests together to find common ground. I deeply regret
this new path you have chosen Lo pursue.

Sincerely,
~

NANCY G BEAL
Deputy Reégional Forester

m Caring For the Land and Serving People
m Prinded on Recycled Faper
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Headwaters

To protect and restore forest acosystems

TO: NANCY GRAYBEAL, DEPUTY REGIONAL FORESTER
FROM: JULIE NORMAN AND ROBERT BROTHERS

DATE: THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 1994

RE: SUGARLOAF TIMBER SALE COMMUNICATIONS

Dear Nancy,

Welcome back to the fray. Ihope you had a wonderful summer holiday with your
family

A8 you may have heard, the controversy over the Sugatloaf Timber Sale has not
subsided, and this memo is meant to inform you of recent events. We will also be asking for
advice.

1. RECENT EVENTS: The Sugarloaf Sale was unexpectedly awarded to Boise Cascade on
August 22nd by Siskiyou Supervisor Mike Lunn. As illustrated by the enclosed clippings,
this was a scvere violation of the July 20th cogunitments made to the public by Supervisor
Lunn and Regional Forester John Lowe. They had both agreed and were quoted as saying
there would be a reassessment of the Sugarloaf Sale based on corrected information about the
number of large trees to be cut. It didn’t happen.

In fact, Supervisor Lunn completed an abbreviated reassessment behind closed doors, and
did not bother to contact even one of the interested parties from the July 20th

tour (Headwaters, Dr. Dave Perry, or Public Forestry Foundation) before he awarded the sale.
On the day of the award, John Lowe called Headwaters to notify us (although we had
already been informed by the media), and he told us he had talked to Jim Lyons and
received the go-ahead.

2. INVOLVEMENT FROM JIM LYONS: Asst. Sccretary Lyons called Headwaters yesterday
to discuss the breach of process cuncerning the sale reassessment. In describing what he had
been told by John Lowe, it became clear that there had been a communication breakdown
between Lyons and Lowe. Jim Lyons was certain that john Lowe had told him the sale had
been “adjusted" based on the concerns about the number of large trees to be cut. As we told
him, this was false.

In sum, the sale was never adjusted based on the corrected information that was the subject
of the tour, e.g. that there were 1,033 trees over 46" diameter marked for cuiting. [Supervisor
Lunn may claim that adjustments were made, but by looking at the August briefing bool'det
you will learn that he is referring to last summer’s revisions for aquatic values, the deletion
of 6 trees around the pine grove In June; and the revision of the owl core area...none of
which were discussed at John Lowe’s tour in July.]

Post Oftice Bnx 729 Ashland, Oregon 87520 Tealophuns (503) 4824450 Fax (503) 482-7262
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Nancy, we have a broken promise and a discrepancy between what fohn Lowe and Jim
Lyons think they communicated to each other. All we know is that we were stonewalled
after being led to believe our concerns would be addressed in a good faith process. Dr. Perry
was extremely upset, because he personally felt that his input was thwarted. Mike Lunn has
yet to release the fully corrected Information to the public-at-large.

3. WHAT NOW? HOPING FOR REINSTATED PROCESS TO REASSESS SALE: The
outcome of our call with Jim Lyons yesterday is that he will talk to John Lowe and have John
Lowe call us to figure out a way to proceed. We hope that Mr. Lowe will reinstate the good
faith process he promised in July that will lead to a truly "adjusted” sale based on the
corrected information.

For your information, our proposed “adjustment” is for the sale to be modified to contain
Unit 1 only, [Unit 1is a young, natural stand without old-growth characteristics.]

4. WHAT FLSE? FILING A COMPLAINT FOR VIOLATION OF PROCESS:

The Coordinating Council of Headwaters has decided to file 2 complaint against Supcrvisor
Mike Lunn for breaking commitments and his deliberate obstruction of coopcrative efforts to
resolve controversial decisions regarding the Sugarloaf Sale. John Lowe’s behavior has also
been questionable and we are considering filing a complaint against him as well

Jim Lyons tells us Mike Lunn has already been reprimanded for not notifying us of his 7 7
intentlon to award the sale on August 22nd. We would like your advice on how to request
detailed information on this reprimang and receive a copy. Can you please describe to us /
the mechanisms within the Forest Service for filing a complaint against a line manager? _—

5. OPPOSITION IS MOUNTING: Lou Gold has now relocated his sumemer vigil site from
Bald Mountain to Lake Mountain (which overlooks the Sugarloaf Sale) while gearing up his
media machine nationwide. Siskiyou Project is sending out a 12,000 piece mailing next week.
Headwaters just sent a newsletter and alert to 3,000. Editorials {see last week’s Salem clip)
are blasting the Clinton Administration for abandoning the principles in the new Forest Plan.
Monitor Radio called today about the story from Boston. The outrage is growing. No one is
swallowing the idea of a giant old timber sale being allowed in a new RESERVE!

6. MEETINGS WITH BOISE CASCADE: A peaceful demonstration was staged at several
different Boise Cascade offices last Wednesday. In Medford, 75 locals gathered to ask Boise
to tear up the contract. On Friday, three of us (Churis Bratt of the Applegate Partnership,
Boyd Peters of Siskiyou Audubon, and Julie Norman) met with Boise representative Bob
Smith to propose that equal sale volume be cut from a substitute site within the Siskyou NF's
Matrix or Adaptive Management Area. We argued that this would be a win-win-win
solution.

Thanks for listening, ' 3 /(] oA S

s G
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Clinton errs with Sugarloaf sale

In going ahead -

B The with the Sugarloaf
ﬁmbe?sﬂ?gm-"

dld EI0 Wth deal Siskiyou National
sets g bad o gor.est in tﬁcuéll};vest
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tipng gaff may be the most serious of the .,

two because the success of Clinton's contig-
versial forest manapement plan for the -
nrthwest depends on crepting confidenc,

that the federal government will deal'care-
fullly and intelligently with our forests.
Clinton's stated aim — and we &r
thie few who have supported his plan — is to

ber while also. promising a higher level of
envirgnmenta] protection. S
| o what is the fivat action taken by the
inigtration after pronouncing these =
lofty ideals? It abruptly goes ahead with &
660-acre selective harvest of old-growth.
Hipber in a roddléss area that ig a key wa-
tershed and that lies adjacent to Oregon
Caves National Monument, Besides that, it
picked a project that has a long history of
controversy and an army of opponents.

r the Sugarloaf area also is one of
Clinton’s old-growth reserves — a category
f protection that is intended to reassure

public that the Northwest’s remaining

e among-

allow a reduced but assured harvest of tim-

Whom to contact

To.comment on tha sale, you can contawt John Lowe,
Reglonal Forester, U.S. Forest Servics, P.O. Box 3623,
Porlland, Ore. 97208, (503) 326-3625, or ¢ontact Jack
Ward Thomas, Director, U.8. Forest Servige, 201 14th
and Independence Ave,, Washington, D,G. /250, tele-

phone (202) 205-1066,

old-growth stands will not be loveled; they |

will be-opeirtothinining dnd minor manage- -

ment of diseased of deféctive trads, but not
to wholesale cutting, |

Yet, environmentalists argue, 60 percent
of the Sugarloaf timbér proposed for cutting
ig old-growth and only § percent of it has
vigible signs of defects, .

Many environmentalists are to ?ip- -
posed to Clinton’s forést plan and would not
agree to cutting even one tree at Bugarloaf
or-any place else, But many of ug believe
that the forests can beé a source of timber .
without losing their ecological and other
qualities. We want Clinton’s plan|to be sucs
ceasful, but its debus is not encouraging.

We urge the administration to abandon”

Sugarloaf and Took t3 second-growth or

other Iess controv