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i4 Soda Mountain 

Pali Wilderness Council
RO. Box 512 • Ashland, Oregon 97520

March 5, 1994

To; CLINTON FOREST PLAN EXECOTIVB TEAM

Re: CHANGE BETWEEN FSEIS & ROD
OR/CA BORDER; INTERS l ATE 5 CONNECTION 
SISKIYOU PASS/PILOT ROCK/SODA MOUNTAIN 
INVIOLATE -RESERVE- DESIGNATION NEEDED

Option 9 of both draft and final allocated this key, largely ROADLESS CONNECTIVITY 
CORRIDOR as "Matrix." When we saw the DSEIS, we were sure this was an error - and 
pointed it out in our coninjcnts to the SE!S team. ITie area was "Critical Habitat" in both the 
Thomas Report (4/90) and USEWS Recovery Plan (12/91). Most or all of the area was 
"Riiserve" in every option but Option 9. ALL the ROADLESS AREA was "Reserve" in 
EVERY option but Option 9,

With the strongest feeling and urgency we respectfully request again that this area be 
given inviolate "Reserve" status before the ROD is signed.

Timber values in this area are low (hence the roadlessness) - but ecological values are 
extremely high. This is a key connectivity corridor between the Cascade and Siskiyou 
Mountains -- die most floristically diverse range in the western United States.

Because of the crucial but already strained and extremely narrow connectivity here, impacts 
to this corridor are geographically far reaching. This land bridge needs more than any 
temporary local deferrals the Medford BLM District may (or may not) offer it in the 
Matrix. The ESEfS says clearly: "All land allocations except the matrix contribute to 

connectivity between Latc-Successional-Reserves" (II F-14),

USES Area Ecologist for all of SW Oregon, Dr. Tom At/ct, is on record as saying, 
"Matrix in this area is the biggest problem with the Clinton Forest Plan in 
southwestern Oregon" (office 503/471-6531, home 476-9397).

Former Oregon/Washington BLM State Director, Bill Luschcr, wrote the Nat l BLM 
Acting Director, I urge that this area be considered for reserve status to ensure that the 
biological diversity of this unique and irreplaceable ccosy.stcm is maintained"
(2/15/94).

Even the editor of the M^ford Mail Trifajm^ wrote, "Of all the places where the over­
reaching Clinton Plan reaches, one notable omission is Pilot Rock and the proposed Soda 
Mountain Wilderness on the Oregon-California border. The problem is that the plan 
doc.sn’t extend any "forest reserve" protection to this area; it’s all part of the 
commercial forest base" (3/4/94, p. J2A).
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Most sincerely, * ^ ** signed.

(/^m Jc_’
Dave Willis, Board
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(In DC March 7-11<+7> via 797-6842)


