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M XTo: Tom Leonard |
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Date; July 13.1994

Re: PadRc Northwest Sid Areas Afisodation (FN3AA) Option 9 Problem

This memo will outline the present situation and past history of Option 9 with 
respect to effects upon Pacific Northwest ^ areas. The ^tion 9 management 
strategy for protecting spotted owls and other species within the habitat range of 
Ae owl encooq^assed more than 24 miUlon acres of federal land Permitted ski 
areas are appioxlznatdy 1% of the total land maxuiged tinder the owl plan.

In reality, only about 30% of die 35/000 sld area pomlt acres axe actually 
impaetad by ground disturbing activities sudi as lifts, park^ lots^ roa^. ski 
runs and buildings. The rest is left in a natiual state, tt is fair to say that ski
areas have an actual impact on only .04% of all the fedezid Isinds managed 
pursuant to Option 9 standards and guld^hies.

Option 9 created the Aquade Conservation Strategy (ACS) to manage impacts of 
ground disturbing ectMtiee around riparian areas. It designated key watersheds 
and interim buffer zones around creeks and streams, and prohflTited 
development activities in those areas without a watershed analysis and 
adherttute to 9 goals and obiectivea of the ACS, flki aiwui 
operate or oqiand their resorte and comply with ftie 9 goals and ob|eedvea.

During the Option 9 process. OQ analysis was done of the existing permitted ski
areas or the impacts exlopting of the ACS management strategy would have on 
sId area op^tio^. Th6 only discvteSlon of $ld ana conoems occurred as port of 

.. i 1.11 ^ . .. »ateted that aid area oix^dons
Mvim the go^ and
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After voidng Goncem about fhe of the ACS on ski «zeafi, the FNSAA was
told that the problem would be leaded in die Record of Decision (ROD). The' 
ROD was Issued and 1 sentence addressed consequenoes of the Option 9 ACS to 
ski resorts. That sentence Is on p. IS and says, "We presume that currently 
existing and permitted ski areas will be allowed to continue under ctirrent permit 
terms.^

This sentence Is aoibiguous and has been interpreted by tiie U5R5 Region 6 to 
require complete cosnpHanoe by all Northwest ski areas wldi the ACS 
managcsnait direction. As the ROD is an interagency document Issued by both 
D^pe^ent of Agriculture (DOA) and Department of Interior (DOl), it cannot be 
unflaterally interpreted by the even though DOI has as ^ areaG under its
managern^-

According to an assistant for Jim Lyons, Assistant Seae^ of DOA, tite ski area

that ski ttys would be excluded fr^ the ACS manaeement dinei^tinr^ Marie 
Gaeda (DoA>, um Jtoowles (1X)]0 (Office of En^onmental
Policy, White House) worked on the language to exempt the aid areas.

}im Lyons was quoted In a Seattle paper (see attached) the day before release of 
dw ROD to five effect that the ski areas were ‘'grandfathered* in and ihe ACS 
would not apply to activities within existing permit areas. The U5PS personnel 
charged with implementing Option 9 do not read tt»e ROD sentertioe mat way.

exempt the aid areas from the ACS. ^

The probtems facing the ski areas under the ACS include;
• Cuaamt faculties and areas of impact violate die Goals and Otriecaves and 

Standards and Guidelines of me ACS;
* gamaised^ butumlmplenia^ projects in riparian areas or key 

wateieheds wUlnot pass ACS scrutiny;
• perm^ienev^ for new 40 year permits cannot comply with ACS 

requireuients;
* p»PPsed newpioie<ft and facilitigp withfa ihct

impact npanan areas or are in key watershed wffl not meet ACS criteria.
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FNSAA proposed a letter to be sent to dn; Chief (see attached).

If die language is not dazified three options exist:
1. Legislative language in some bill which exempts the aid areas;
2. Legislative language whldi classifies ski areas as Congiessionally 

Withdrawn as a la^ classification (this may not be possible);
3« Ihe ski areas initiate or join the lawsuit challenging the legal sufficiency of 

thsFSmS/BOD.

We need Congpesalonal help to contact five DOI and White Houae and discuss 
exempting the ski areas, as Lyons thought had been done, to avoid wliat could 
became a larger pioblm. K was aiteady agreed among all d>e relsvantpatties at 
the Executive Iht^agencv^Sammitteeptt^hg Ituf tMssoRffiaaWuiatr^ 

accomplished. Now we need todarify tiie language to reflect diat dedeion.

A meeting is scheduled for July 26,1994 at 4:30 in Jim Lyons office with USFS 
Chief J.wT Thomas. Hopefully, Don Knowles and someone from fite OEP (White 
House) will also attend. This issue needs to be resolved at that meeting.
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July 22, 1994

Mr. Nick Ashmore
Special Aasletant
Congressman Thomas Foley1201 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 90516
RE: Washington Ski Areas Visit
VIA FAX - 5 Page© (202) 226-3942
Dear Nick:
Per Stan QoodelV© convereation with you yeeterday, this 
will serve to confirm your meeting on Wednesday, July 27, at 
11:00 a.ni., with Tom Leonard, President and General Manager, 
Crystal Mt., WA and David Moffett, President, Ski Lifts,
Inc., operators of Alpental, 8ki Acres, SnoQualmle Summit 
and Hyak ski areas-
In our effort to resolve the problem that Option 9 imposes 
upon ski areas on federal land we have developed the 
attached briefing document, which summarizes our current 
status. The ski industry has complied with the full NEPA 
process and has an excellent track record of environmentally 
responsible use of the forest.
Option 9 started out as a prescription for timber issues but 
in its final form ia untenable when applied to eki area use 
of forest lands. Jim Lyons, Assistant Secretary of 
Agriculture hae been of great help and recognizes the 
importance of thia isaue to the viability of skiing aa a 
developed recreational activity to the American public. His 
efforts to resolve this have been either reeisted or 
misunderstood by the Interagency Team and the problem 
pereiete.
A meeting is scheduled for July 26, in Jim Lyons office, at 
4:30 p.m., with Chief J. w. Thomas, the Attorney General 
Staff and hopefully Don Knowles from the Department of 
Interior to haimner out a solution.
We are looking forward to being heard again on this issue 
and ask that you and Congressman Foley be aware of the 
importance of a positive resolution. Your encouragement of 
full, open minded attendance by each agency at thia meeting 
would be of great aaeistance.

Post Ofli™ Box 2325 . Seattle, Vteahingion98m-2325 . Phone: (208J 923^777 Ip FAX.'(206) 447.6897
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Mr, Nick Ashmore 
Congreaaman Thomas Foley 
Page -2-
Z appreciate your taking time from a busy schedule to meet 
with Tom and Dave for a briefing on the results of their 
meeting.
If you have any questions please do not hesitate to call. 

Cordially,
»THWEST 8K1 AREAS ASSOCIATION

Preen 

DAC/dm
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