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MEMORANDUM

To: Tom Leonard I

Date: July 13, 1994
Re: Pacific Northwest Ski Argas Assoclation (PNSAA) Option 9 Problem

This memo will outline the present situation and past history of Option 9 with
respect to effects upon Pacific Northwest aki aveas, The Option § management
strategy for protecting spotted owls and ather species within the habitat range of
the ow! encompassed more than 24 million acres of federal land. Permitted ski
areas are approximately 1% of the total land managed under the ow! plan.

In reality, only about 30% of the 35,000 ski area permit acres are actually ,
impacted by ground disturblng activities such as lifts, parking lots, roads, ski
runs and buildings. The rest is left in a natural state. It is fair to say that the ski
areas have an actual impact on only .04% of all the federal Iands managed
pursuant to Option 9 standards and guidelines,

Option 9 created the Aquatic Conservation Strategy (ACS) to manege impacts of
ground disturbing activities around riparian areas. It designated key watersheds
and interim buffer zones around cregks and streams, and prohibited
development activities in those areas without a watershed analysis and
adherence to 9 goals and objectives of the ACS. ] i

Gperate or expand their rasorts and comply with the 9 goals and abjectives.

During the Option 9 process, ng analysis was done of the existing permitted ski
areas or the impacts adopting of the ACS management strategy would have on
8kl area operations. The only discuselon of sld ares concerns occurred as part of
the answer to public comments whe - S statad that sld area opers

PES
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Aﬂervmmlgcommaboutﬂlelmpmo!ﬂmACSmskiueu,thePNSAAwu
told that the problem would be resolved in the Record of Decision (ROD). The:
ROD was {ssued and 1 sentence addressed uences of the Option 9 ACS to
ski resorts. That sentenice is on p. 15 and says, “We presume that currently
e:dsﬂngandpetndtbdskiareaawmuanowedtomnm\uemdermmtpmt

This sentence is ambiguous and has been lnberpmdbyﬂmUSPSRegloné to
require complete campliance by all Northwest ski arees with the ACS
management direction. As the ROD is an interagency document issued by both
Department of Agriculture (DOA) and Department of Interior {(DOY), it cannot be
unilaterally interpreted by the USTS even though DOT has ng ski areas under its
management.

Accordlng to an assistant for Jim Lyons, Assistant Secretary of DOA, the ski area
roblem was raised at an Executive Interagency Committee meeting (Asst.

gee.rataryandwmeHouselevd) Ihw_as_a%gggmm
included DOA, DO, Department of Justice, White House and the USFS Chief

thataldarmwouldbeadu rom i : _ gnt direction. Mark

Policy,WMmeme) workedonthelansuagetoexemptd\eaha:eas

Jim Lyons was quoted in a Seattle paper (see attached) the day before release of
the ROD to the effect that the ski areas were “grandfathered” in and the ACS
would not apply to activities within existing permit areas. The USFS nnel
charged with mplmmnng Option 9 do not read the ROD sentence that way.

PNSAA is geckine ¢ cationofthelan alon the lines quo ed by Lyans

' inthe P ARNL SOME e of directIve tron A Inberacency ‘..'L‘ . D.
& DO  Wroun the by oo .- pLI2lling Remion § the ROD pruag wumntw
exempt&wddam.afromtheACS '

'IhepmblemsfacmgthesldamstmderthnACSimlude |
¢ Cugent facilities and areasofimpuctviolate&wGoa]aandObjec&vesmd
Standards and Guidslines of the ACS; :

* appmved,b \plemented projects in riparian areas or key
watersheds w not pass ACS scrutiny;

pemit renewal for new 40 year permits cannot comply with ACS

ts;

. ?WWMMWWM '

lmpactnpamnmasormk\keywatershedwﬂ]mtmeetA(meena
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PNSAAprcpoeedalettertobewlttotheC}ucf(mattached)

If the language isnotdariﬁedthreeophons exist:
1. Leglalnhve language in some bill which exampts the ski areas;

2. Legislative language which classifies ski areas as Congressionally
Withdrawn as a land classification (this may not be possible);

3. The ski areas initiate or join the lawsuit challenging the legal sufficiency of
the FSRIS/ROD.

We need Congmsaional help to contact the DOI and White House and discuss
exempting the ski areas, as Lyans thought had been done, to avoid what could
" become a larger proble. [t wes ahaady agreed among all therelevmtpartles at

B FXE tve N URYA ST\ O _u. Lrée b’_.‘_:uI : at iy ol _{!1!! d D€
accomphshed Now we need toclan.tyﬁlelanguageboreﬂect that decislon
A is scheduled for July 26, 1994 at 4:30 in Jim Lyons office with USFS

Chief ] W. Thamas. Hopefully, Do Knowles and someons from the OEP (White
House) will also attend. This issue needs toberesolved atthatmeehng
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July 22, 1994

Mr. Nick Ashmore

‘Speaial Assiatant.

Congressman Thomas Foley ‘

1201 Longworth House Office Building

washington, DC 90516

RE: - Washington Ski Arsas Vvisgit

VIA FAX - & Pages (202) 226-3%42

Dear Nick: '

Per Stan Goodell’s conversation with you yesterday, this

will eerve to confirm your meeting on Wednesday, July 27, at
14:00 a.m., with Tom Leonard, President and General Manager,

Crystal Mt., WA and David Moffett, Preasident, 8ki Lifts,

Inc., operators of Alpental, 8ki Acres, Snoqualmie Summit
and Hyak eki areas. '

In our effort to resolve the problem that Option 8 1mppsea

- upon skj areas on federal land we have developed the

attachad briefing document, which summarizee our current
status, The skl industry has complied with the full NEPA
process and has an excellent track record of environmentally
rosponsible use of the forast. :

Option 9 started cut as a prescription for timbar issues but
in ite final! form is untenable when applied to eki area use
of forest lands. Jim Lyons, Aesistant Secretary of
Agriculture has been of great help and racagnizes the
importance of thie issue to the viability of skiing as a
developed recreational activity to the American public.
efforts to resolve this have been either resisted or
misunderstood by the lnteragency Team and the problem
peraists. .

His

A meeting 18 acheduled for July 28, in Jim Lyons officé, at
4:30 p.m., with Chief J. W. Thomas, the Attorney General

Staff and hopefully Don Knowles from the Department of
Interior to hammar out a solution. '

We are looking forward to being heard again on this issue
and ask that you and Congressman Foley be aware of the
importance of a positive resolution. Your encouragement of

full, open minded attendance by each agency at this meeting
would be of great asefstance.

6233777 m FAX: (206) 447-5697

P. 0035
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Mr. Nick Ashmore
Congressman Thomas Folgy
pPage -2-

I appreciate your taking time from a busy echedule to meet
with Tom and Dave for a briefing on the results of their
meoting.

If you have any questions please do not hekitate to call.

Cordially,

DAC/dm
ATTACHMENTS - 3 pages



