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WASHINGTON

November 2, 1993

Ms. Jan Wilder-Thomas
Shawnee Defense Fund
Rt. 1 Box 313

Brookport, IL 62910

Dear Ms. Wilder-Thomas:

Thank you for contacting me regarding the Shawnee National
Forest in Southern Illinois. It was good to hear from you, and I
apologize for the delay in my response.

As you know, I share President Clinton's commitment to the
preservation of the environment in a way that leads to strong and
sustainable economic growth. I certainly appreciate receiving
information on the forest and the rich wildlife that depends on
its health. I hazg“£9rwarded your information to my staff member
who works on this issue. = :

Again, thank you for letting me hear from you.

Sincerely,

Gtien A. y
Kathleen A. McGinty

Director, White House Office on
Environmental Policy

KAM/ jac
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Whoopie Gat Hardwood Memorial Tree

1850 - October, 1992

This tree was located in the Whoopie Cat Mountain Wildlife Area,
two miles north of Elizabethtown, Hlinois in Hardin County.

Cutting continues in the Shawnee National Forest in Southem Illinois,
further fragmenting the 150 year-old blocks of forest canopy
on public lands which comprise less than 1% of the state.

Since 1988, Illinois citizens have adamantly opposed
all commercial cutting through appeals, law suits, and protest camps.

Whoopie Cat Mountain was the site of the first U.S. Forest Service
“Gap Phase Dynamics” cutting in the nation. The mini-clearcuts through-
out a wide area eliminate the critical habitat for interior forest species.

This tree was photographed while the Shawnee Defense Fund
"maintained a protest to raise public awareness and document the damages.Q

Shawnee Defense Fund
Rt. 1 Box 313
Brookport, IL. 62910
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