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United States Forest Washington 14th & Independence 5W

Department of Service - Office P.O. Box 96090

Agriculture ' Washington, DC 20090-6090 .

' Date: June 30, 1954
To: Forest Service Employees

When I became Chief, I said we would obey the law and tell the truth.

Recently, the RAssociation of Forest Service Employees for Environmental Ethics
alledged that I "shredded potentially damaging offical documents" in the
production of the Forest Service Management Assessment Team’s (FEMAT) report
to the President as part of the follow-up to the President’s Forest
Conference. That is absolutely ridiculous.

I want to make sure that you all understand the truth:

bt In order for the Court and the Plaintiffs to fully understand the
process we used in preparation of the FEMAT Report, I voluntarily
filed the attached Declaration with the Western District Court in
Seattle Washington.

- There was nothing irregular about the process we used. We wanted the
public to have every chance to comment on the FEMAT Report and not
incomplete information.

* We did not want information that was essentially brainstorming and
' rough notes to be misinterpreted as the final recommendations of the
FEMAT Team, We wanted all members of the public to have access to
the same informaticn.

- ‘Because of the intense level of interest in the PEMAT process, we did
not want information to be taken out of context in anyway that would
frighten or harm communities in this region -- especially if it never
came to pass. T

> The Administrative Record for the FEMAT Report can stand on its own.
Since last Septembezr, 26 boxes have been available to the public to
review in the Bureau of Land Management’s Portland, Oregon office.
These boxes contain ALL of the material which was utilized to develop
the Report including differing points of view, PEER Review Reports
and all the background data utilized by the Team.

I have attached the Court Declaration that was filed with the Western bistrict
Court. Please review it and see for yourself what was filed. If you have any
questions contact me personally. '

Jack Ward Thomas
Chief
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Jim Kilbourne R
Thomas Lee (503) 727-1117
Wilma Lewis (202) 219-1790
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‘DATE: Junc 29, 1994

NUMBER OF PAGES TO BE TRANSMITTED (including cover) 5
FROM: Lisa Holden, paralegal (202) 272-8051
MESSAGE: - Attached is an article entitled "Forest Plan Documents destroyed” and

a press release put forth by the Assoicaiton of Forest Service
Employees for Environmental Ethics.
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Association of orest Service Emplayees for Environmental Ethics

. . " for further informatien
Andy stahl (803) é84-2632
Bob Behaeffer (617) 489«0461

for immediate relsase, Wednesday, June 29, 1994
JACK WARD T!'4OMAS ADMITS SHREDDING GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS
USED TO COMPILE NORTHWEST SPOTTED OWL PLAN;
AFEEEE Ca LS FOR CONGRESSIONAL. JUDICIAL INVESTIGATIONS

An atfidavit obtained by the Association of Porest service
Peployess for tnvironnantai Ethices (AFSIER) rqvoais that Forest
Servica Chief Jack Ward Thomas aupervised the snredding of potentially
danaging official decuments p;oducod by Prssident Clinton's spotted
owl planring graup, the “Forest Ecosystem Nanagement Asasssment Taan!
(FEMAT) . Thomas directed PEMAT immediately prior to assuming his.
current pesition.

In svorn testimeny submitted on Juns 28 in a law suit challenging
the Clinton Adalnistration's oontroversial norihwest forest plan,
Themas acimitted that he had documents destrayed due ta faars of
?prenaturo dieclopuze of PIMAT-related inforpation.” 'Amonq the
ocencerns cited by Thomasg in his affidavit vas "negatively atiecting
compunities {f the {nformation were parceived as advarze to thair
scononic o; othex intureats." The deatreyed dooupents {inoludea dreit
reporta, internalimnnorandu and similar materiala.

"Thonas® chradding of documants preparad in the course of
complying with a federal court injunction is a serious breach of
athlel,; sald MFSEEE Executive Director Andy Stahl. "He has sanitized

tha administrarive recerd, making sure thit no endarrascing or

dissenting epiriens see tha light of day.
FENAT wan created to write the Northvest

forast plan in responss to a federal

aoure ardar.®

---ung‘i'
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One month efter the PEMAT tear disbanded, the U.S. Department of
Justice, anxiovs aDOuT pending litligation, instructad PEMAT
participants te “preserve ell waterials in their possession that are
germane o0 their work with FEMAT? and that they forwerd thoss materials
to a cen"ral lccation." MNowever, according te Btahl, "By that time
the damage had heean done." .

In the last. round of litigetion over ths spotted ewl, an intermal
pamorandim written by a ron"a:t Servics wildlife hiclogist underminad
the government's position by pointing out scientific flawe in the plan
to protasct the northern spoti:ad owl. Ag a rasult, a faderal judge
blocked timber salss. The Forest Service had tried to kKeep pllintlftl
trom obtaining that meme, but the judga ordered 1£¢ raleags.

Based on the atfidavit, APSEIE is calling on nembers of Congress
and the Judiclixy to invastigats Jack Ward Thomas' actions.‘ mgtriot
ethical standaids must coms fromn the very top‘ot the agency," Stah}
concludsi. %Iy Chief Thomas' behavior violatad the law, punishment
ie in orier.®

~-30-~

copieas of Jack Ward Thomaes' affidavit are nvnllnil- on rsquest
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TO: Jim Lyons, Jack Ward Thomas, Will Stelle, Ellen Athas, Mark
Gaede, Jim Pipkin, Mike Dombeck, Tom Amontree, Jim Sanders

FROM: Lauri Hennessey, Office of Forestry and Economic Development

CC: Tom Tuchmann, Lisa Freedman, John Lowe, Ron Stewart, Elaine
Zielinski, Roy Montgomery

Attached is an article from today’s (Wednesday, Sune 29th)
Eugene Register Guard about documents from the EIS process for the
Forest Plan that were destroyed.

The press is calling the Forest Service out here, as well as

our office, for a response to this claim from the L_gg_ig;ign_g;
o [ oyees for Environmental Et

I would suggest we say'the following:

|
' WThere was:  nothing irregular about this process. We wanted
the public to have every chance to comment on the Forest Plan when

it was actually in draft form.

We didn’t want information that was essentially brainstorming
and rough notes to be misinterpreted as something that it wasn’t.
We wanted all members of the public -- not just special interest
groups ~- to have the same chance to comment on this important
Plan.

We didn’t want this information to be taken out of context in
a way that would frighten or harm communities in this region --
especially if it never to came to pass."

Also, we have 26 boxes of information on this process, all of
which has been open for public review for the last year. And:
finally, we need to remind people that we initiated this attempt to-
describe what our process was. This is anythlng but some attempt
to guietly ‘’sanitize’ the record."”

: This issue is so0o important -- and Jack Ward Thomas’s
credibility so valuable =-- that we should consider deing a press
release or something proactive, other than just reacting to press
inquiries.

Please contact me or Lisa Freedman with any advice on how to
proceed. We recommend guick action on this.




FILE No.

951 06,29 '94 11:41 ID:FORESTRY & ECONDMIC DVLP 503 326 6254  PAGE 2

AFSEEE, : PAGE 08

Forest plan r’
documents .
destroyed

IL nlnngh Forest Scr lc chief
is

sed of sanitizing the record.

By LANCE ROBERTSON
...........

y Inc:
™l ¢ upn uc 1¢n|r|

(thla

vdmlluw

Jack Ward Thomas U°"~

Saysheordered shredding H (omu)uu
.

C.Oa

il i
E g £§=%ﬁ!§ggil
Q séﬂu asbiigﬂ

: E?a*ﬁg sl [l
iag il e | 80
e alft Bl »
il syt it [l EEE?;
Egs qga!!sé 5 hd (25 e
HIE S B il
ﬁiiizzlgg-‘ﬁéﬁ i §§§§
e e
iﬂigsgsfiag §§ ] EEE!B Ll
a:g T THE
! o
i

menss” pot of Rl nafuce were sirpdd-  plas @4x'T put enough Toress off G-
od becarne of leary Dt the laforms-  #y b Yogsing.
Gos wquld beuk ot As e

worked by the US Banccey ower ia

Perttand,
Eantv discionre o the information  re

tive d, maling sure n w h-ni ! '
u - — lt- ay. »id “‘lnm dlree
for ol l Pored Servica yors

m-mhl | Biok. ’IL eh:t' Thomes' hlu r Yiolar:




y FILE No. 951 06-29 ’94 11:42 [D:FORESTRY & ECONOMIC DVLP 503 326 6254 o PAGE
06/23/1994 098:21 5034843094 AFSEEE PAGE B2

| Assoc]anon Qf qust Service Emplpyees fqr Envimnq_;giqtgl' Ethics

- ) _ _ for further information
Andy Stahl (803) 484¢~2692
Bob Schaeffer (617) 489-0461

for immediate release, Wednasday, Juns 29, 19
JACK WARD THOMAS ADMITS SHREDDING GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS
USED TO COMPILE NORTHWEST SPOTTED OWL PLAN;
AFSEE"' CALLS EOR CONGRESSIONAL, JUDICIAL INVESTIGATIONS

An affidavit obtained by the Assoclation of Forest Service
Eeployees for Environﬁontai Ethics (AFSEEE) reveals that Forest
sarvi:a Chief Jack Ward Thomas suporvlned the shredding of potentially
damaging official documants prcducad by President Clinton's spotted
owl planning greup, the "forast Ecesystem Nanagement AsEessmant Tean'
(FEMAT). Thomas directed FEMAT immediatelf prier to assuming his
current position.

'In gworn testimony submitted on June 20 in a lav suit challenging
tne Clinton Administration’s controversial northwést forest plan,
Thomas admitted that he had documants destroyed dua to fears of
npremature disclesure of PEMAT-related informathon."” Among the
cencerns cited by Thomas in his affidavit wae "negatively affacting
communities if the information were perceived as adverse to thair
economic or other interests." The destroyed deocuments included draft
reports, internal'mcmoranda and gimilar materials.

"rhomas' shredding of documents prepared in the coursae of
complyzng vith a federal court injunction is a serious preach of
ethics," said AFSEEE Executive Director Andy Stahl, "He has sanitized
the administrative record, making sure that no embarrassing or
disgenting opinions sae the light of day.
FEMAT was created to write the Northwest
forast plan in respense to a federal

court order."

.« s s . I OF &
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One month after the FEMAT team digbanded, the U.5. Department of
Justice, anxious about pending litigation, instructed FEMAT
partioipants to ”pre--rve all materials in their posseseion that are
germane to th?ir work wvith FEMAT and that they forward those materials
to a central location." However, according to Stahl, ﬁBy that tine
the damage had heen done."

‘ In the last round of litigation over tha spatted owl, an internal
pemorandum written by a roréat Service wildlife biolegist undermined
the government's position by pointing out gcientific flaws in the plan
to protsct the northern spotted ovl. Ag a rasult, a federal judge
blocked timber sales. The Porest Service had tried to keep plaintiffs
fron obtalining that memo, but tho'judqe.ordared its release.

Based on the affidavit, AFSEEE is calling on members of Congress
ana the Judiclary to invastigate Jack Ward Thomas' actions. “Striot

" athical ptandards must coms from the very top of the agency," 5tahl
canciudsd. nIf chief Thomas' behdbibr violated the law, puﬁiahment

ig in order."

copies of Jack Ward Thomas' affidavit are availabla on xaquiac

. T—
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 THE HONORABLE WILLIAM L. DWYER

|
N IN THE UNITID STATES DISTRICT COURT
. FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF WASHINGTON
i AT SEATTRE
| SEATTLE AUDUBON SOCIET?, et al., ) -
i ' , : ) Civ. No. 92-479W0
; Plaintiffs, )
: ‘e - ’
v. )
)
JAMES LYONS, in his official ) -
| capacity as pgsistant Secretary of )
r&qriculturo, and UNITED STATES )
| POREST SERVICE, an agency of the )
JUnited States, ' ;
i? Defendants, )
: )
i and ;
iwasnxﬂsweﬂ CONTRACT LOGGERS . )
; ASSOCIATION, et al., ;
|
i Defendant-Intervencrs. ;
——' )
SAVE THE WEST, ;
1 ' Plaintiff, ) '
, y civ. Na. C94-758WD
Y ) )
. : )
JAMES LYCONS, et al., ;
y Dofcnd:nts; ;
- . . )
|HATLv= FOREST COUNCIL, ;
; Plaintifs, ) :
! ]} civ. No. €94-803WD
i V. %
| BRUCE BABBITT, et al., ;
|
i Defendarts. )
)
DECLARATION OF JACKX WARD THOMAS =~ 3 ,
Undted $pur Depramment of Jxaoca
Lmvirenmenisl & Narurm) Revoureny Oi=ih
Coeawpt Lld Jmmioa
2.0, Pud &

| ' Vehogos, D.8, A00l-a8) -
: ) Talphors: (102) 172-8086

......
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i THE SIERRA CLUB )
1 - )
i Plaintifrf, )
2 i : ) Civ. No. C34~B20WD
i v. )
3! }
+ MICHAEL ES5PY, et al., }) DECLARATICN OF
4| ) JAGK WARD THOMAS
i Defendants, )
5 ' )
sl 1. My name ls Jack Ward Thomas. Prasently, I am
7 || Chiat of the Forést s;rvice, United States Department of
8 | Agrioylture. Pricr teo becoming Forest Service chier, I served as
'9i the Chief Research Wildlira Biologist for the Forest Service’s .

'102]Plcitio Northwest Research Station in LaGrande, Oregon. During

" the spring and early summar of 1993, I served- as leader of tha

11
12 ; Forest Ecosystam Managemant Ascaocsment Team (“FEMAT-), which wase
| _
13 | created by the Forest Conferenca Executive cCommittee shortly
14 yarce? the Forest Conference in Portland, Oregon, in April 1993,
[ b
' 18 ﬁr:n&ri-_nission vas to conduct a blological, social, and economic
10 agsesemaent of alternative managament scenarios for federal old-
17'Igrovth foreats within the range of the-northarn-spotted owl.
18 Jr;nam fulfilled this mission through preparation of a report
10 {“FPEMAT Rnpott‘),'which.sets forth 10 management alternatives and
20 provides an in-depth asgessment of aach ona,
a1 - 2. A3 Team Laeader, I organized and oversaw the
22 | preparation of the FEMAT Report and provided Qirection te those
" 23 invelved in the process concerning FEMAT’s operation. Sueh
245 direction addressed, among other things, document ratention.
§
25i Specifically, the documents I instructed team members to retain
26 | included the tollowlnq:\ formal correspondence. docunents tha
DECLARATION OF JACK WARD THOMAS - 2
Untins Suies Dypsrmmess of jetes -
! . Tomirormtanal & Noarsl Rasscm Divies
. Qomry) Lidasion Smien :
PO, Bur Q)
Wikegtea, D.C, J044065)
KRN w103 Teiphors: (102) 373-78¢
wak 4 |
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.| toan contracted to have prepared, documents ' ceontaining zaw data
! :quthorad or gsnerated as p3art of the FENAT ptccess, final teanm
2 rnsleusmants (e.g.., ‘of apucies viability), and pecr reviews on
3 ;draft seguents of the FEMAT Report. 1In.addition, Administrative
4 1 Aseistant Nancy Delong was responsible for keeping purchasa
5 orders and any other documents reflaecting disbursement of monies
8 associated with FEMAT. |
7 3. Thers was concern, however, that docunents
8 !9enntatad during the FEMAT process that were not necagsary to
9!grctn;n. and thus, whien participants might properly discard in
10 ﬁmanaqing théir paper flow, would be disclosed prior to complation
Lk ?or the progess. This concern stemmed from :h; harm that could
12 i!iham: resulted from premature dic;losuro of FEMAT-ralated
13 ?intgrn-tion; Such potentlal harm included negatively affacting
14 %communitias if the information were perceived as adverso to thair
16 iacononic or other ihtérﬁsts, and creating the oppertunity for
15!!untaii'eoonomic sdvantage or manipulation of affected marketa if
17!}thn in:ornaFion were ohtgincd by only -one or a few individuals.
18 | roar therefore arranged to have all of its discarded naterisls
19 || enreddad before sanding them orf for recycling to ansure that
20 | they would not be prematurely disclosed. That informacion might
21 ! h:vo bemen digelosad through dipoovery und Teview of FLMAT’s
22! disecarded materials was seen as a real possibllity becauge of tha
23 | intense laval of interest in the FMMAT process, the considerable
2q ﬂlcnqths to which the nedig and affected Lni@rasts vara going to
Zﬁfiobtain information during the procesc, and the fact that the tean
26 | |

1etesd -3
AL

! DECLARATION OP JACK WARD THOMAS =~ 3 °
!] ' Vnned Soud Déparmmerx of Justien

. ) Exvjronwrss) & Nsurnl Aamres Divison
i ’ ' !c—e hld( agon braion

l"u'n.m. B.C

i 200440063
| , Teleshwns: OB 2720034
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van werking in a largu, privatcly qvncd office huilding vith msny
non-federal t-aanu. .

4, The POT disbanded once 1u coaplsted its fical
‘npozt in eorly July 31993, A= a result, there wvas little or no
time prior te di-h-ndnnt to gathear 'tBe documants tesm napbers -
had been asked to runin I Sharefore made arrangsments to hava
suth’ docunents caupund. bw the Lntmgemy group that m baan

on qumt of Rabitat for Lata-gunccessionml and Old-crmn.h
ndqw Sposies Wiehin' <tha Range of tha Northern Spotted ow)
(*SEIS team®). For a corplsta description oi the steps takaen to
eexpile PIAT documents, nge the attacned Peclerztion of sua

tean leadar Robert 7. Jacobg in Hszin!nls.Igzngh.lalnnzna_snunnil

Yo ZEDY, Na. 93-1621~TRY.

1 declars under pnunl‘ty o2 periury that the ca:.gainq
is trus and corract.

o0& .
day of June 1994.
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To: 'Will .Stelle, Tom Tuchmann, Kevin Sweehey, Tom Amontre
. Sanders '

From: Lauri Hennessey

RE:ATTACHED FINAL PRESS RELEASE

May 19, 1994

, Jim

Okay, guys, please take one more look at the following press
release, talking points for us, talking points for the field, and
questions and answers for the field. Notice the Prez is no longer
in the press release -- I added Tuchmann to the end (so they have
a local quote). Please get back to me Friday morning if you have
concerns on any of this? If not, I will put this on Office of
Forestry and Economic Development stationery and have the talking
points and questions and answers out to the Forest Service and BLM
offices immediately following word from Dwyer (and after I
paraphrase him at a couple of spots in the press release and
talking points). I will also get all of this to you guys
immediately after it’s done Friday and I am sending it out.

You may notice that the tone has ‘shifted a little and become a
little less "victorious" and more quietly grateful that we are
moving forward.... my humble routine!

Oone last point -- Will and I spoke today and both think it is
appropriate to get a little tough if asked about the bombardment of
lawsuits in the last two weeks -- no commenting on the substance
and merits of the lawsuits, but we can comment on the strategy of
dogpiling lawsuits at the last minute. Talk to Will with questions
" (or give me a call).

Thanks! !



FILE No. 592 05-19 ’94 14:58 ID:FORESTRY & ECONOMIC DVLP 503 326 6254

For Immediate Release May 20, 1994
Contact: Kevin Sweeney/Interior
(202) 208-6416
Tom Amontree/Agriculture
(202) 720-4623
Local Contact:
Lauri Hennessey: (503) 326-6251

FEDERAL JUDGE OUNCES E O FOREST SERVIC

INJUNCTION BLOCKING NORTHWEST AND CALIFORNIA TIMEER SALES

President Clinton’s Forest Plan moves forward

Seattle -- Federal District Court Judge William
Dwyer has announced he will dissolve the injunction that
was issued more than three years ago, enjoining timber
sales on Forest Service lands in the Northwest and
Northern California.

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt hailed the
decision. "This is only the beginning," he said. "In
fact, in the last two weeks, we’ve heard from a multitide
of special interest groups that they are challenging this
new Plan -- though that doesn’t surprise us. But we
still believe the best thing for this region is to move
forward -- it’s not more court cases, litigation, and
delay," he said. .

Agriculture Secretary Mike Espy echoed that goal.
"Judge Dwyer’s order 1lifting the injunction on the
Pacific Northwest and Northern California timber sale
program is good news for the région. It allows us to

realize a primary objective addressegd by President

PAGE 2
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Clinton at the Forest Conference, that these disputes

should be resolved by sitting down at a table together,

rather than taking it to the courtroom," he said.

‘“People in the Northwest and Northern California

have lived this impasse for so long,

almost

impossible to remember a time when there was anything

else," said Tom Tuchmann, Director of the U.S. Office of

Forestry and Econonic Development, the office responsible

for coordinating the implementation of the Forest Plan in

the Northwest. "What the Judge’s ruling means is that wé

have shown it can be done -- we can break the gridlock

and begin moving forward with protecting the environment

and providing stable timber supply," he said.

Judge Dwyer said this ruling is not an opinion on

the merits of the Plan. That opinion would come after

challenges made to the Record of Decision are heard --

the deadline for those challenges is next week.

In his

ruling, the Judge said (fill in details on Dwyer ruling

in regard to the timeline, and when challenges will be

heard)

=30-
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TALKING POINTS ON DWYER ANNOUNCEMENT ON INJUNCTION

MAY 20, 1994

1. Federal District Court Judge William Dwyer announced this
afternoon he will lift an injunction that has locked up forest
management on Forest Service lands in the Northwest and Northern
Ccalifornia. :

2. What the Judge’s ruling means is that the President’s Forest
Plan can move one step forward towards implementation. The Plan
may be implemented 30 days after the final Record of Decision was
completed, which would mean May 20th for the beginning of the Plan.
3. The Plan is the result of more than a year of work, including
public comment and hearings, and hundreds of scientists’
involvement.

4. This ruling does not mean the Judge finds the new Forest Plan
to be a perfect Plan -- in fact, this ruling is not about the new
Forest Plan’s legality at all.

5. We are not surprised some special interest groups challenged
us two days ago -- they have promised it from the beginning. We
are, of course, disappointed.

6. They have been saying that they are not seeking an injunction,
but at the same time they are asking us to go back to the drawing
board with the plan -- the effect is the same -- more gridlock.
7. They obviously are not interested in the same thing we are --
putting people back to work. The way to do that is to move ahead
with a plan and get timber sales going again. It’s not to go back
to court,

8. Still, we are moving forward. We will put it work as guickly
and efficiently as we can.

9. Time will tell whether the challenges are found to be valid or
not. We have done everything we can to meet both procedural and
substantive standards of the nation’s environmental laws and how
they have been interpreted by the courts. We believe we have put
forth a good faith effort that can provide relief from this
gridlock.

10. In terms of Judge Jackson’s review of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, and although the Judge has found a violation, he has
not enjoined use of the Forest Ecosystem Management Assessment Team
(FEMAT) report. We do take the court’s ruling very seriously, and
we are taking steps to ensure compliance with FACA in this Plan
The ruling doesn’t affect the injunction being dissolved, and it
doesn’t affect moving forward with timber -- which we will do right
away.
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OUNC ON INJUNCTIO

1. Federal District Court Judge William Dwyer announced this afternoon he
will 1ift an injunction that has locked up forest management on Forest
Service lands in the Northwest and Northern California.

2. What the Judge’s ruling means is that the President’s Forest Plan can
move one step forward towards implementation. The Plan may be implemenfed 30
days after the final Record of Decision was compieted, which would mean May
20th for the beginning of the Plan.

3. The Plan is the result of more than a year of work, including public
comment and hearings, and hundreds of scientists’ involvement. |

4. Time will tell whether the challenges are found to be valid or not. We
have done everything we can_to meet both procedural and substantive standards
of the nation’s environmental laws and how they have been interpreted by the
courts. We believe we have put forth a good faith effort that can prbvide
relief from this gridlock.

5. In terms of Judge Jackson’s review of the Federal Advisory Committee
Act, and although the Judge has found a violation, he has not enjoined use of
the Forest Ecosystem Management Assessment Team (FEMAT) report. We do take
the court’s ruling very seriocusly, and we are taking steps to ensure
compliance with FACA in this Plan

6. The ruling doesn’t affect the injunction being dissolved, and it doesn’t

affect moving forward with timber -- which we will do right away.

7. And let’s not forget -- this isn’t just about timber. It’s about
watershed restoration. It’s about new forestry. 1It’s about partnerships
with local communities, This Plan is about a whole new way of using

ecosystem management in managing our forests -- which has never been done

before. That is an achievement to be proud of.
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UESTIONS D () JL

MAY 20, 1994

Note: The press release and talking points are phrased as if the
injunction is dissolved on Friday. If it is not dissolved, we will
not have a press release or talking points, but we would provide
questions and answers for the field. I have included them at the
end of this.

What happened today?

Federal District Court Judge William Dwyer announced this afternoon
he will 1lift an injunction that has locked up forest management on
Forest Service lands in the Northwest and Northern California since
1992. That 1njunctlon came on the heels of another one, whlch had
been created in 1991 -- leaving forest management locked up in the
region since 1991.

When does this mean we can get going with timber in the field?
What the Judge’s ruling means is that the President’s Forest Plan
can move one step forward towards implementation. The Plan may be
implemented 30 days after the final Record of Decision was
completed whlch would mean May 20th for the beglnnlng of the Plan.

This rullng does not mean the Judge flnds the new Forest Plan to be
a perfect Plan -- in fact, this ruling is not about the new Forest
Plan’s legality at all. This ruling simply means that the federal
agencies put together a plan that considered the effect of logging
on species; that was what was necessary to lift the injunection that
has blocked up timber sales in this region. We will put the Plan
to work as quickly and efficiently as we can.

an’ allenge
Time will tell whether the challenges are found to be valid or not.
We have done everything we can to meet both procedural and
substantive standards layed out by the nation’s environmental laws
and how they have been interpreted by the courts. We believe we
have put forth a2 good faith effort that can provide relief from
this long debate.
What about charges the new Plan is illegal because it violated open

s eme 2

In terms of Judge Jackson’s review of the Federal Advisory
Committee Act, and although the Judge has found a violation, he has
not enjoined use of the Forest Ecosystem Management Assessment Team
(FEMAT) report. We do take the court’s ruling very seriously, and
we are taking steps to ensure compliance with FACA in this Plan
The ruling doesn’t affect the injunction being dissolved, and it
doesn’t affect moving forward with timber -- which we will do right

awvay.
How much timber can we get out right away now that wve can move
forward?

Obviously, it’s not as much as we could have done if we didn’t have
some of the delays in getting this injunction lifted. But now that
it is lifted, we are going to make it a top priority to get the
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timber sale program up and running right away. It won’t happen
overnight. We had a pipeline of timber built up, and the last
three years of gridlock have left the pipeline pretty much dry.
(Each Forest or District can estimate what they could do in the
coming few months, or not, but there is no regional estimate.)
INCL (o) 8 AF D
TELLS8 US

IN CASE THE INJUNCTION IS8 NOT LIFTED:

Where do you gqo from here?

Of course we are extremely disappointed the Judge did not dissolve
the injunction, but we believe there is still hope that we can move
forward. (Paraphrase any guidance from Judge on why he didn’t 1lift
the injunction, what we need to change, what challenges need to be
heard, etc. The important point is that we are moving forward.
(WHAT OTHER QUESTIONS DO WE NEED IN CASE THIS HAPPENS?)
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Weyerhaeuser denies 1ts™
stand splits the industry

Bill Virgin
P-| Reporter

Weyerhaeuser Co. said ycs-
terday: its endorsement of the
Clinton administration’s plan to
restore federal timber harvests
doesn't mean it's splitting from
the rest of the industry’s strato-
gy of challenging the plan in
court or in Congress.

An official of the association
that says the plan won't deliver
enough timber to Pacific North-
west - mills said he too doesn't
see a split.

But while the American For-
est & Paper Association and
other major timberholding com-
panies say Option 8 won’t work,
a Weyerhaeyser representative
said yesterday the company still
backs the plan as “a starting
point” to make more logs avail-
able to Pacific Northwest mills.

The administration has sub-
mitted its plan to U.S. District
Judge William Dwyer and is
sccking the removal of Dwyer's
injunction on most federal for-
est timber sales.

After Weyerhaeuser Presi-
dent Jack Creighton told report-
ers at Thursday’s annual share-
holders meeting the company
endorses the Option 8 plan,
roprosentatives of small mills,
which don't hold their own
tracts of timber 'like Weyer-
haeuser, accused the forest
products glant of selling out.

It wouldn't be the
within the industry on policy
issues. Small mills have criti-

rst split

cized Weyerhaeuser and other
log exporters for shipping wood

_overseas that could be used to

supply domestic mills.

An executive at Boise Cas-

cade Corp., a large forest prod-
ucts company with its own tim-
berlands, said at a Seattle
investment conference earlier
this year it doesn't think export-
ing American raw logs is a good
idea.

But Mark Rey, vice presi-
dent of the American Forest &
Paper Association, which has
endorsed challenging Option §,
said Weyerhaéuser is “part of
the group and (has) participated
in our discussions. What they
have told me they meant to say
is they would like to see at least
the volume (of federal timber)
that was promised under Option
9‘"

The association contends
Option 9 won't deliver either
the 2 million board feet of wood
a ycar .thc administration dis-
¢ussed at the 19893 regional
timber summit, or the 1.1 billion
board feet the plan now pro-
poscs, The industry has already
challenged the legal validity of
the Clinton plan, and says Con-
gress should be asked to step in
and dictate a solution, prefera-
bly with more timber.

“Everyone is in accord that
we won't see the objectives of
Option 8 met and it's time to
move on,” Rey said.

But Weyerhaeuser stopped
short of endorsing the associa-
tion's push to dump Option 9

PAGE 1

§

/

and go to Congress. “We see
Option 9 as a starting point to
make more timber available,”
said spokesman Mike Walters.
“Let's see how the situation
develops. If the administration
thinks a congressional approach
is the right one, we would
support that”

Weyerhaeuser isn't a signifi-
eant buyer of federal timber in
the Pacific Northwest, although
its paper.operations are affect-
ed by the availability and price
of residual chips, the leflover
wood from lumber operations
that do use logs from federal g
forests. »

Other major companies in
.the Pacific Northwest with sig-
nificant timber holdings of their
own say they're not fans of
Option 9.

“One can say getting one
stick of wood is bctter than
getting nothing,” said Jess
Drake, vice. president and gen-
eral manager of Simpson Tim-
ber Co. in Shelton. “AlL some
point the industry has to decide
whether to endorse something
so small. If we fundamentally
don't believe it's a prudent
choice,” the industry ought to
oppose the plan.

“We endorse Option 9 only
from the standpoint it's time to
get going,” added Rick Holley,
president of Plum Creek Timbe
Co. in Seattle. “We don’t think
Option 9 provides enough tim-
ber. The science is such, (the
harvest) probably should be:
higher.”
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Weyerhaeuser chief backs
president’s forest plcm

“;TACOMA ‘Wash. (AP) —

one of the

nation’s- largest timill;ler com-
come out in favor of
;%?ent Clinton’s' Northwest
ol gementplan

ht

Weyerhaeuser’s exec?lt;:ré'
officer, said after th
pany’s -annual- mee|
day; ‘I'd rather.see the
dent's” plan- jm Iemen
support, Option,
3 ekl .

on e ton' ad-
ministration’s plan to prevent

futnra. avaraittiue aund ._--‘---

andmhatever !

region’s ancient forests. They

forests of Washington, Oregon point,”
nnghlgorthem u(l:,am -~ Creighton said Weyerhaecuser
o e Blan, plan, submitted last week supports the Clinton plan ag a
8 federal judgein Ssattle for way to reswne fedoral timber
n;;])hrgr\rtallla yvoem 1:12; .ﬁ“ﬁ"‘l flows, save some forest jobs and
fourth the average of the lmn&. help oommumtlp.s ]
Man timber-industry.. of- Weyer haeuger
Kave sugec that l‘;:;l::l:ofc :.é%‘{y?“l ood chi purcb“g
4] id.l.llg ether w
tophallengetheplanmeourt . g‘:t 'ﬂ&‘gg’g m”]b" The
Nﬁnzlggt{:entatluts say he' cogpanymﬂh Creighton said P i
_ g0 far eno pend
protect what's left c:? the . 'un'rthlaf:lecx?ali'l mhardveests gﬁ%

is ‘considered a highlv influan.



THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN
L.ae. = v

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

pZ 34APR25 P3: 24
MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESAIDENT
FR: Katie McGinty q
RE: Response to the Forest Plan

DATE: 22 April 1994

The initial response to your final Forest Plan has been
encouraging. The two main papers in the region have written
favorably, as did the Washington Post.

Several other developments deserve mention. Judge Dwyer has
noted his intention to 1lift the injunction on May 13th unless one
of the parties persuades him to the contrary, and in a conference
with the Judge Wednesday none stated their intention of opposing
our request that he do so. The Department of Justice stated that
this is a very encouraging sign indeed.

In another major development, Weyerhauser today publicly

endorsed the plan, which is a very strong signal that at least some

mponents of the industry recognize the value in ending the
confusion that has tied up the region for years.

Attached are the relevant clippings.

i
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The Clinton Timber Plgn,

HE REAGAN and Bush administrations’ ap- sustainable development and, in the case of !
I proach to the Northwest timbering problem timbering, sustainable yield. They should think in R
Was to refuse to enforce the law. No matter  similar terms with regard to the remedies they [\

that in other contexts these were ardent law-and-  seek. This is about as good a plan as either the |
order advocates, To comply with the endangered law requires or they are likely to get from any
species and other federal envi ental statutes, administration, If they manage to kill it, they risk
the timber harvest.in the Northwest’s remaining doing what the industry wants and sending the
mostly federal old-growth forests would have had issue back to Congress for resolution, That way
to be reduced, and neither administration was lies a likely weakening of the very laws the
willing to do it. The failure to carry out the law was  environmentalists want to uphold.
kicked to the courts, where a federal judge re- The industry should also lay off, though of
sponded by enjoining any timbering on the relevant course it won’t. Timbering jobs were already in
lands until either the law was changed or a plan to decline in the Northwest for any number of
conform to it was presented. : _ cutti

The Clinton administration has 7ow construc-  and decline of the resource itself. The region
tively done what neither of its predecessors would already needed to quicken the diversification of
and submitted such a Plan. It's a good proposal. It its €conomy; the administration Proposes to pro-
appears to be scientifically based and well within  vide some extra funds to help the process along.
the envelope of the law. By cutting the harvest There’s a lot of talk these days that the
sharply, the administration says it would likely save administration has lost ts cutting edge on envi-
the threatened species—most famously, the north- ronmental issues, if ever it had one. But the
ém spotted owl—and the forest écosystem of Clinton people have set out to solve with intelj-
whose health the species are the emblem. gent compromises any number of major environ-

Certain environmentalists—not all—are none-  mental problems. Thejr Proposals range from a
theless opposed; or so they say. Their goals are more Protective regimen with regard to federal
more protection and less timbering. They may grazing-lands to a wiser allocation of California .
yet be able to influence the Proposal around the  water and a plan to begin the restoration of the
margins. If they go beyond that to block it, we  Florida Everglades. The timber proposal is ap-
think they will do their own good cause a disser- other. Like too many of the rest, it needs to be
vice. The environmenta] groups like to speak of saved from its nomina] friends.

m ~» =~ . £
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-2 EDITORIALS

C]mton S plan lool
for a bit more tlmber 4

I z VEN before it hit the judge’s desk, Clinton’s revmed Northwest: tqrestiu .

plan was under attack by both extremes, Inﬂzepoht:q}wﬂdemess ofq £
forests and trees, that may be a’ sign theadmnustmhouas on'the nght >

-

Sen Slade Gorton grumbles that Clinton is abandonmg Northwest timber -
communities by cutting off logging in much of the | region. Self- styled
environmental groups sound a shrill alarm that Clinton has “ylelded to
corporate money and special-interest politics.”

Count on federal Judge William Dwyer to ignore both extremes as he
examines the plan. His test is simple: Does the plan satisfy federal laws?

* TheClinton challenge has been to meet those stiff requirements without
closing down the forests altogether. Last-minute revisions suggest the
administration is stil] trying to strike that precarious balance.

This administration did not create the dilemma, The crisis in Northwest-
forests emerged from decades of massive overcutting — logging that

N conformed to a theary of som-ca;)rlled h]
ST Y ”i"z"l' SN e dustained yiéld thatls now thoroughly
The revisions hate the discredited by foresters, biologists and

admzmstratum s willingness to  the federal cours.
. keep looking for a pragmatic Beginning in the Bush adrmmstra-
mtddlegmund between tion, Oregon biologist Jack Ward
<, environmental purity and Thomas led the team that laid. outa
economic disaster: range of options for a new and.

" necessarily experimental tlmber strat-
T owimiarcins oo - . Cegy.Now,as Clinton’ sForest§emce
e -— IR chief, he s responsﬂ)le formakmg lt
i Op« 0 p'9; Chnton S chowe, was tough medlqne, prqecgng baryegtf'@t i
ba:e.lyﬂbpe:eenﬁofthelevelaofthe '1980s. More recently;Thbinas tald iy i
3 thl!%‘&ual ‘harvestsould be'even smaller a bloirbothto t:mber;,
= @un,t}'yz,, ',-,. ,,.:F‘andtothe adlmmsh-auob s credibility- SR AT
[ .~ Therevised plan proposes to. allow sales of timber in selected foreats even Jx g
o rbefore undergom.g lengthy watershed analysis: That kmd of oompromlse may il
L alarme some environmental groups, but it makes sense. Thomas says the “¥ 7"
' -Forest Service needs to begin experimenting with new forestry, trying i oo,
untested altematWes tothe vast clear-cuts that helpéd turn Northwesterners :
. agamst the &mber mduauy
P m ;;egismmdemonstzate the; aduumstratnon 8 willingness tq keep Jookmg
. fora pra matio tniddle ground between: envu'onmentabpuntyax}decgno@ncmv'
o ol gtats %D%” ~"‘ﬁu Sed iy ot datisty theé combatants; b bfﬂéy'ﬁre ¥yl
] 4 ‘ashob
- }eepmmk

rpad publicimpulges that drive the politics.of Northwestforasts:-
Hopefully;‘that pl_an will also meet the rigorous legal test: Judge: Dwyeqw:ll

now: apply‘to it. v
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_ Aresponsible forest plan

Itcan be-adjusté:\i' later, but it needs implementing now

P was filed Thursday with a

2y he Clinton administration’s
o2 I ‘Northwest foresf plan that

" A federal judge is a responsible

-tesponse to injunctions and the para-
lyzing controversy over management
-of the federal forests of Westérn Ore-"
*gon and Washington and Northern
- California. T
- An interesting question remains: .
Could different scientists have found a
management approach equaily capa-
ble of maintaining natural processes
— protecting the northern spotted owl
and other old-growth species — while
allowing a greater timber harvest? -
That's one for Congress and scientists -
- to pursue. el
" The Northwest’s préssing fteed now '
- Ja for judges to let thid blan be imple- °
“mented, for the legal underbrush tobe.
.cleared away and thé fifocess of pre- ..
-+ paring timber sales aceording tathe, . -

(dictates of this plan to.get underway... -

~+.. Oddly, that's not the goal ofthe tim::-

.ber industry: Its key:players want to -
‘undermine this:plan, much as some " -
-environmental groups do. -~ it <
- The industry hopes that if the grid:*-
Jock continues and no féederal timber”
“gets to market, Congress will inter-
-'vene with a law more favorable to the
-Jndustry. That's a nice strategy for _,
lawyers and may be'a risk worth tak-.
+{ng from the boardroom profltoss. .
*.standpoing, But it's hard on.gommu- ..
+hities and workers who stand-to-gaip .-
“something -= even {f not-as‘much as
« they'd-like — from getting timber:* "
‘sales movingalong:- *~ ~ 7
... Alitigate-and-delay strategy’ alsg'’
‘plays into the hands of the more ex: "
,.reme environmentalists happy to dee ’

. beérharvest. .

justed later, either by the administra<

gridlock — and the resulting falloff of

‘logging — continue to the point that

the public and communities abcept the

lack of timber sales as the norinxath-

er thanthe exception. L
.Obvicusly, however, real stability in
federal forest management requires

.congressional action. Not to override

environmental laws or exempt timber
£ales from legal challenges, butto
clarify the rules for imber sales and

. other forest-management actions. . . |
Congress should Incorporate the ad- .

ministration’s valid objective of eco-
system management — recognizing.

that forests are a complex, interre-

lated collection of organisms, each -
sarving a function. | :

_ But Congress has been free toact.
and steadfastly failed to doso..There's .*
Ho assurance that a.consensus can be ...
found in that divided body, eyen with -

presidential pressure. S
“Meéanwhile, what's left ds the alter- .

native to more years of gridlock is the

Clinton plan, a notable attemptata ..

sclentifically credible forest-manage-
ment stategy. It provides lessof a tim-
ber harvest than the industry would
like and more than many environmen-
talists are comfottable with. It also
provides for other forest jobs and as-
sistance to communities and-people - .
hurt by the decline in:the federal tim-"".

":T:: .f;'!_'-j_f.' o L

" This plafs provisions caribe ad: . .

tion 'or Congress in light of experience -
and additional scientific input. But it’s.

needed now and deserves achance to

work. = "

— o - _~ o, . . e e T I S |
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PM-WA--Waeyerhaeuser-Foresets, 390< -
Weyerhaeuser Chief Says Company Backs Clinton Planc<
With PM-Northwest Forests,<

 TACOMA, Wash. (AP) Weyerhaeuser Co., one of the nation's

largest timber companies, has come out in favor of President
Clinton’s Northwest forest-management plan,

i Jack Creighton, Weyerhaeuser'’'s chief executive officer,

said after the campany’s annual meeting Thureday, “°I1'd

rather .see the president’s plan implemented. We support

Option 9 and whatever means it takes to achieve it.’’

‘Option 9 is the Clinton adminislralliun’s plan to prevent
fature overcutting and protect endangered wildlife in -
national forests of Washington, Oregon and Northern
cCalitornia.

iThe plan, submitted last week to 3 federal judge in
Seattle for approval, would reduce annual timber harvests
td about one-fourth the average of the 1980s.

'Many timber-industry officials have said that level is
too low. They are dociding vhether to challenge the plan in
court.

Environmentalists say he plan doesn’t go far enough to
pXotect what‘s left of the region’s ancient foreats. They
have said they expect to challenge the plan at some point,

iCreighton said Weyerhaeuser supports the Clinton plan as
alway to resume federal timber flows, save some forest jobs
arid help timber communities. .

iWeyarhacusar purchacese some federal timber in Oregon and
byys wood chips and mills that saw federal timber. The
chipl are used to make pulp in company mills, Creighton
sdid.

The company isn‘t dependent on federal timber harvests,
but is considered a highly influential industry player in
the forest debate.

An injunction iseued by U.S. District Judge wWilliam Dwyer
in mid=1991 has halted logging across millions of acres of
federa)l forests in the Northwest. _

A representative of smaller forest businesses accused
Wﬁyezhaeu:er of Jumping ship for backing the Clinton plan.
‘“*You'’re kidding. They caid that publicly?’’ said Gus
Kuehne, vice president of the Western Forest Industrims

Association, a group of small mill owners and lumber
companies that once depended on federal timber.

" “They want to frea up private lande from restrictions
and give away federal lands. They’re selling us out.
Thiey‘re trying
to; gain brownie points with the administration,’’ he said.

A director of the Washington Environmental Council said
Weyerhaeuser’s stance is fairly good news. )

| “They're breaking the industry line. That’s a surprise.
The industry hae hung together and opposed it up to now,’’
Melanie Rowland said.

ATIN: Biel 8AMA
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Inside:

Former Demo-
cratic Rep. Les
AseCoin warms
that the presi-
dent’s forest
plan could lose
him votes in
1996.B 1

BY EniC PRYNE .-
Sagitly Tienes sisff reporter

make a difference, if you do it right,”
William Dwyer told a reporter the
day before he became a U.S. district
judge for Western Wasbingtom in
1987.

Not everyone agrees he has done

it right. Bit in nearly 6V4 years on the
federal bench, Dwyer definitely has
made a difference.

Perhaps the most tangible evi-
dence is in the Northwest’s national
forests. Humdreds of thousands of
acres of old trees still stand, years
after their scheduled dates with the
chainsaw, because of Dwyer.

The judge barred most new tim-
ber sales in 1991, declaring the U.S.
Forest Service hadn't complied with

=====================;==

From trees ~
to term limits,
Dwyer having |

major impact

54
jon of the spotted owl and other
wildlife. Those rulings touthed off
what some have labeled astruggle for
the region's soul, a struggle: that
returns to Dwyer's courtroom

PLEASE SEE Dwyer on A 16
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for a bit more timber

VEN before it hit the judge’s desk, Clinton's revised Northwest foresat
plan was under attack by both extremes. In the political wilderness of
forests and trees, that may be a sign the administration is on the right
path. ‘
Sen. Slade Gorton grumbles that Clinton is abandoning Northwest timber
communities by cutting off logging in much of the region. Self-styled
environmental groups sound a shrill alarm that Clinton has “yielded to
corporate money and special-interest politics.” '
Count on federal Judge William Dwyer to ignore both extremes 28 he
examines the plan. His test is simple: Does the plan satisfy federal laws?
" The Clinton challenge has been to meet those stiff requirements without
closing down the forests altogether. Last-minute revisions suggest the
_ administration is still trying to strike that precarious balance.
This administration did not create the dilemma. The crisis in Northwest
forests emerged from decades of massive overcutting — logging that
: conformed toa theory of so-called
sevisions dmum. sustained yield that is now thoroughly
The trats the discredited by foresters, biologists and

" administration's willingnessto o coderyl courts.
+ " heep looking for a pragmatic Beginning in the Bush administra-
middle ground between tion, Oregon biologist Jack Ward
environmental purityand =~ Thomas led the team that laid outa
economic disaster. range of options for anew and
" necessarily experimental timber strat-
egy. Now, as Clinton’s Forest Service
e— chief, he's responsible for making it
' work.

Option 9, Clinton’s choice, was tough medicine, projecting harvests at

barely 20 percent of the levels of the 1980s. More recently, Thomas told
- Congress the actual harvests would be even smaller, a blow both to timber
' country economics and to the administration’s credibility.

" The revised plan proposes to allow sales of timber in gelected forests even
before undergoirig lengthy watershed analysis. That kind of compromise may
alarm some environmental groups, but it makes sense. Thomas says the

- Forest Service needs to begin experimenting with new forestry, trying

_ untested alternatives to the vast clear-cuts that helped turn Northwesterners
against the timber industry. .

The revisions demenstrate the administration’s willingnesa to keep looking
ﬁonpngmaﬁcmiddlegroundbetweenmvironmenulpmitﬁndedononﬁc
disaster. Such compromises may fiot satisfy the combatants, but they are in
keeping with broad public impulses that drive the politics of Northwest forests. .

~ . ..Hopefully, that plan will also meet the rigorous legal test Judge Dwyerwill

) ._nowapplytoit.
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Clinton’s proposal
likely to be fought
from many angles

By Biuc PryNe
Sattie Timen usd mporsry

Now that the Clinton adminis-
tration has finished its long-awnited
Northwest forest plan, the next
move s up to

%‘Y“’td“mﬁlﬂ-

Some say they will go to court to
bock the plan fom talking effect
next month, Others. while equally
critical of the plan. haven't decided.
sy the benefits of contn-
itigation must be

in and leaving us worse off than we
tre now,” said Mike Anderaon of
the Wilderness Society. “But if we
let it ride, we would have to accept
plaa 2 lot of us ace not happy with.

o ﬂ. the plan, yll-'il;

Y offon 3

gmmwmuhuus-

dy W A YN r—v-—— -

for environmentalists

Districy Judge Willium Dwyer in
Seartle. It draws a new msp for
17 milllon acres of federnl forest in
Western Washington, Western
Oregon and Northern .
Abous 70 percent of the remain-
unprotected older forest would
be included in reserves. Logging
would drop to less than one-quaster

a

Environmentalists ponder plan

'ijber
cqurinven raoM B 1

But Karr said the theest of 2 congressioml
override la ovurblown,
“N's » risk, but we think i's 3 menagesbis

- riak," ba said. "Congress i very happy thia

isaua a tn the doorstep of (he adrrinistration
and the courvs, snd nut on theics. ...

FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 1994

arganititiona that flled the would challenge the Clinton plan, ks executive ML L o L C -,_.‘l .
B D of whu the ¥ ot ecat ot sy Eou My | s o e i 4 e At veuktts o

it what | of inost » grous, saying ) 3 5 ] '
requires, environmentaists s8d, “h's ke kiot-  they are too willing s compromise. w ' " ;;l-“? L ) - i
i), wid fim Piesul of the Nat One lagal Issse that's likely to surlee aoon [ - - - Y i
Saclety, acother plaintifl group. "You dn't get  fa jurisdiction. Timber-indudtry frwyer Mark Ansual thmber Sales !

Rurtack 1aid earer Uhis weak thal his cllents |: ;

'Kerr aaid the Oregon Nutursl Resources Wnndbﬂulhimlh&dunn
Cauncil would sue to black the pln. Other hmnb.s.,-hahalld"lm
mn’un. In the U il sekd they A DC rdam%

!ltlhyuaudundinnnnb‘dn m-ﬂ industry last month that the
lodging ban, they sald, it might plan hed deen prepared in violstion of

buﬂrtlhm“h uhh"._ m ME.WHQ-K&LH:.%

g lovels b dhove wlopting
prepotes, fa might consider hallenge the

-"We have ¢ tough decislon o maia,” sald  pian wes signed, e -~
Dariene Madenwald, presidom of tha Wash- In court papers Blad this weelk, the adwrinia-
ington Environmental Council, snather plain-  (rwtion said aft chatlengea should bs coneolida-

th the entive plan, p@dh hb:nr.‘u“mhu‘ Rapprtiens

fo :

o A (ng Wk rams Saiay, o - cmur el sakd  Qvearionn o - Cakeger o logging parmkied withad farther hedy

%
;

i Abotst 70 pareent of remlalag neprectad older forast lachulod ln

block timber sidh y can ba refes g " :
Uonsble, on muktidistrict litigation for » decision.  Sewon U, 5 Rt Savice, Durten ¢ S Mimgunas 8% WaLgan /7 BesrvLd Tinas
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Colville Tribes OK settlement
over Grand Coulee Dam losses

ASSOCIATED PrEas The settlement acknowledges benefits for our children, the settle-
NESPELEM.OhnoganComty the tribes are owed a portion of ment is one that we had to take.”
— Members of the Colville Confed- revenues from the Grand Coulee In- 1992, the Bonneville Power
erated Tribes voted 2,191 to 154 hydroelectric project on the Colum- Administration estimated Grand
yesterday to approve a multimillion-  bia River. i Dam i

dollar settlement with the federal dvﬂhgesmdwipa_dmm'hul.ulm- worth of electricity, Water

government over use of tribal lands on fisheries after its completion in from Lake Roosevelt, the dam’s res-

loat to Grand Coulee Dam. the early 1940s. ervoir, feeds the 500,000-acre Co-

The Calvilles will receive a lump- If members are to receive an lumbia Basin irrigation project, but

sum payment of $53 million and oqual share of the settlement, it none goes to tribal reservation lands.
would mean

annual payments of at least

$1525 milion: beginning in 1996. immedistely and
The votes. came at & general gl,ﬂﬂﬁa

B
1]
g
g
]

tribal-membership meeting.” - would be tied to the price and produc- destroyed 1,400 miles of salmon
“This was an issue that really tion of electricity and the consumer spawning tributaries
captured the heszt of the tribal mem- - price mndex. The dam was built without fish
bership,” Cheinnan’ Eddie Palman- “No amount of money can truly ladders.
teer sgid in a written statement. compensate the tribes and its mem- The tribes were paid $60,000 for
“Tribal members came from liter- bers, especially our elders, for the the land, but leaders claimed they
dlyaﬂm&e@mvbvoteon way of life that Grand Coulee Dam should be compensated for electrical
this important issue.s’ - - ',wokmy.mdtomtmmtthe power crested from their riverbed.
The Colvilie: cordisderstion has settlement is inadequate,” Palman- The government had contended it
7.700 enrolled” memhers from 13 teer said needed the Columbia riverbed for
the seftiement is navigation and thus did not have to

Central Washington: tribes and ~. “But because

bands.

|
§
:
a
E
¥
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Logging plan

faces tough
industry crowd

in Northwest

Clinton presidency could be next on
endangered list, says ex-lawmaker

BY ERIC PRYNE
Seattle Times staff reporter

STEVENSON, Skamania County — President
Clinton's proposed Northwest forest plan could cost
him Washington and Oregon in the 1996 presidential
election, a former Democratic congressman aays,

Les AuCoin, who served as a member of the House
of Representatives from Oregon, yesterday told the
annual meeting of the Northwest Foreatry Associ-
ation, an industty group, that the Clinton plan’s
proposed reduction in logging on federal foreats could
hurt the president in rural parts of the Northwest
whounuppnﬂhewinneedintwoym.

“T don't believe his advisers have been aerving him
well,” said AuCoin, who now lobbies for the timber
industry. “Some in the administration worship at an
altar of environmental theology they put higher than
the interests of the president himself.”

Clinton carried both Washington and Oregon in
1992, the same yesr AuCoin lost a close Senate race

 after 18 years in the House.

Some Clinton sides, AuCoin said, seem to sub-
scribe to the theory of a “New West” in which a
. presidential candidate can win Western electoral votes
bylppuﬁngmﬂytou:hnmdnubmhnvmmt'a

unrealistic, he said.
o Clinton’s final forest
‘Some in the -

. timber industry's interests. “You are

Administration offi-
cials say it will take untl
1997 to get even that
much timber flowing from the woods. .
Congress must be persuaded to legisiate higher
harvests this year, AuCoin told an audience dotted -
with representatives of such industry heavyweights as
Weyerhaeuser, Boise Cascade and ITT-Rayonier.
Mikeanu,nNomwathborlgaderwho
represents thousands of and mll workers,
called for 2.4 billion board feet over the next two years.
But Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash,, and Rep. Peter
DeFasio, D-Ore., who slso spoke at yesterday's
gathering, said it's highly unlikely Congress will act
this year unless Clinton requests it ~ an option the
administration so far has rejected. o
"Congmispnftygwdatnotdmngmymm,

. DeFazio said, “particularly if it only affects a amall

region of the country.” L
DePasio renewed his call for restrictions on log
expomtogetmoretimbettoNathwatt.ni_lh. )
Tom Tuchmann, point man for the administration

Congress represents
itseumtituencymvell."heaid.“andthepopled ,
this region continue to be divided.”

ButGomnnidhe'lopﬁmiaﬁcﬂﬁlyen{'sehc-
ﬁmwiﬂpmdueeaCmmuympaMc. tothe
beginning to win
the battle of public opinion,” he told the industry

wd. .
Inndditiontoihphnfufedmlfamb,thecmn.
i considering 8 rule that would Lft
designed to protect threatened
northemn apouedowhonmmtpﬁvnteﬂmbarhndlh

" won't be published until mid- to late summer. Once

'theClintonphniudapted.heuid.ncimﬁatlwﬂlbqin

a better position to determine what level of protection

ianuire:donot.\_nrﬁh:idshhelpgetthewloﬂthe
Thebirdisl!oundmostlyinoldormtl.

plan is to be delivered
. . ) ursdsy istri Adnftpmpoulunvdledinbecemberwqﬂd
administyation }:1450' w%s' gl;';‘: continue to impose so~called “ow circles,” protecting
worship at an Who berred most new upwlo.omnglgmmdachmhinmdumed
timber sales in Western vital to the species’ future. . ...
altar of Washington, Western Jackson ::nthl:nm?;l tll':u:mm
environmental Oregon "‘&:?“;‘;: gnl I‘CI'IE."BIF. md" providing other owners with mare m‘ i
theology they put o ity in designing protection programs.
igher e latest version '
h, than the , woitld place 70 percent of B e
interests ofthe & Oldll’ federnl
" for-
pr.!s:dmt est in reserves. Logging
himself.’ on affected national for-
. ests would drop to 1.1
: L : leu than podr ntﬂ
g Es-conpromen level of the 19808
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

FR: Katie McGinty
RE: Response to the Forest Plan
DATE: 22 April 1994

The initial response to your final Forest Plan has been
encouraging. The two main papers in the region have written
favorably, as did the Washington Post.

Several other developments deserve mention. Judge Dwyer has
noted his intention to 1lift the injunction on May 13th unless one
of the parties persuades him to the contrary, and in a conference
with the Judge Wednesday none stated their intention of opposing
our request that he do so. The Department of Justice stated that
this is a very encouraging sign indeed.

In another major development Weyerhauser today publicly
endorsed the plan, which is a very strong signal that at least some
components of the industry recognlze the value in ending the
confusion that has tied up the region for years.

Attached are the relevant clippings.
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PM-WA--Wayerhaeuser-Forests, 390<
Weyerhaeuser Chief Says Company Backs Clinton Planc
With PM-Northwest Forests,<

: TACOMA, Wagh. (AP) Weyerhaeuaer Co., one of the nation’s
lazgest timber companies, has come out in favor of President

Clinton’s Northwest forest-management plan.

i Jack Creighton, Weyerhaeuser‘’s chief executive officer,

said after the company’s annual meeting Thursday, “"I‘'d

rather see the president’'s Plan implemented. We support

Optlon 9 and whatever means it takes to achieve it.’’

‘Option 9 is the Clinton adminislralion’s plan To prevent
future overcutting and protect endangered wildlife in -
national forests of Washington, Oregon and Northern
Calitornia.

iThe plan, submitted last week to a federal judge in
Seattle for approval, would reduce annual timber harvests
t6 about one-fourth the average of the 1980s.

'Many timber-industry officials have said that level is
too low. They are dcciding whether to challenge the plan in
court.

|  Environmentalists say he plan doesn’'t go far enough to
pxotect what’s left of the region’s ancient forests. They
have said they expect to challenge the plan at some point,

Creighton said Weyerhaeuser supports tha Clinton plan as

aiway to resume federal timber flows, save some forest jobs
arid help timber communities.

iWeyarhacusar purchaces eome federal timber in Oregon and
byys wood chips and mills that saw federal timber. The
chips are used to make pulp in company mille, Creighton
sa;d

iThe company isn‘t dependent on federal timber harvests,
but is considered a highly influential industry player in
the forest debate.

An injunction issued by U.S. District Judge William Dwyer
in mid-1991 has halted logging across millions of acres of
federal forests in the Northwest.

A representative of smaller forest businesses accused
weyerhaeuser of{ Jumping ship for backing the Clinton plan.
i*“You’'re kidding. They said that publicly?’’ said Gus
Ku#hnea vice president of the Western Forest Industrims

Asgsociation, a group of small mill owners and lumber
companies that once depended on federal timber.

“They want to free up private lands from restrictions
and give away federal lands. They’re selling us out.

They re trying
to; gain brownie pouinte with the administration,’’ he said.

A director of the Washington Environmental Council said
Hayerhaeuser 8 stance ig fairly good news.

 “They're breaking the industry line. That’s a surprise.
The industry has hung together and opposed it up to now,‘’
Melanie Rowland said.

ATIN: el tAmA
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THE WHITE HOUSE - (7[[/[
WASHINGTON \p

MEMORANDUM TO: Janice Enright

FR: Will stell «)Eé%/

Associate Directé;’for Natural Resources
Office on Environmental Policy

RE: The Forest Plan

DATE: 15 April 1994

Anne Cahill asked me to jot down a couple of observations
relating to the politics of the forest plan regionally. She has
the memorandum to POTUS dated April 7th from Katie McGinty, so my
comments here will supplement what is in that memo. Attached are
also press clips we've received.

1. People are sick of this issue and want it over with. Ending
it by getting the court to 1lift the injunctions is our major
objective, and will be regarded as an important victory regionally
regardless of the size of the timber yields or what the individual
constituencies say over the short term. If the injunctions are
lifted, the primary message will be that the Administration ended
the timber wars. It will be an overall plus. I am told that we
are running about 60% approval in Washington state -- in part
because we are regarded as caring, problem solving and hard working
on three issues: forestry; Boeing and expanding trade and the
importance of the Pacific rim.

2. Western washington and the greater Portland area will support
the forest effort because they are the urban suburban environmental
vote.

3. Rural eastern Washington doesn't care that much because the
affected owl forests are on the west side, but will not support it
because the region is far more conservative.

4. Southwest Oregon strongly opposes it because the area is
hardest hit, and eastern Oregon won't support it either.
5. The industry opposes the plan. The 1large industrial

timberland owners don't like the plan but are finding that their
long term corporate interest may 1lie in making peace with

predictability -- rather than continue the war and the chaos. They
are therefore not pulling out the stops to block us.
6. The smaller industry sector that depend on timber from public

lands are strongly opposed to the plan.

7. Labor is also opposed to it strongly.

8. Some enviros like it and some don't and will challenge it as
not enough.

00 . My
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A responsible forest plan

Itcan be-adjustéc\i' later, but it needs implementing now

he Clinton administration’s
Northwest forest plan that
was flled Thursday with a
- . federal judge is a responsible
-tesponse to injunctions and the para-
lyzing controversy over management
-of the federal forests of Western Ore-"";
*gon and Washington and Northern
- California. o
- An interesting question remains: .
Could different scientists have found a
management approach equally capa-
ble of maintaining natural processes
— protecting the northern spotted owl’
and other old-growth species — while
allowing a greater timber harvest? - ..
That’s one for Congress and scientists -
- to pursue. Lo e
* The Northwest’s pressing need now
- Js for Judges to let this plin be imple- -
“mented, for the legal underbrush obe_
~cleared away and the fifocéss,of pre- .
- paring timber sales according tathe,..
dictates of this plan to.get underway...-
».. Oddly, that's not the goal of the tim-:-.
- ber industry. Its key:players want to-
_undermine this:plan, much as some "
‘environmental groups do. . e
- “The industry hopes that if the grid-"
Jock continues and no federal timber"
“gets to market, Congress will inter-'
- 'vene with a law more favorable to the
~industry. That's a nice strategy for ..
lawyers and may be a risk worth tak-
-+ {ng from the boardroom profit-loss .
“gtandpoin{, But it's hard on.commu::
~+hities and workers who stand to-galn .-
“gomething = even {f not-as much as>
« they'd like — from getting timber* "~
‘sales moving along.~ *© -
... Alitigate-and-delay'strategy also' -
‘pldys into the hands of the more ex: -
" ..jreme environmentalists happy to see *

" This plat's provisions eanbe ads .

gridlock — and the resulting falloff of

.logging — continue to the point that

the public and communities atcept the
1ack of timber sales as the norin.rath-
er than the exception.
-Obvigusly, however, real stability in
federal forest management requires -
congressional action. Not to override

environmental laws or exempt umbe-},.-_. Ik

gales from legal challenges, butto .
clarify the rules for timber sales and

- other forest:management actions. .. .
Congress should Incorporate thead- . . | -

ministration’s valld objective of eco-
system management — recognizing:

that forests are a complex, interre-

lated collection of organisms, each -
serving a function. -

_ But Congress has been free toact. -
and steadfastly failed to do s0. There's .
rio assurance thata consensuscanbe ..
found in that divided body, eyen with -
presidential pressure. O

‘Meanwhile, what's lft s th alter:
native to more years of gridlock is the

Clinton plan, a notable atternptata . =

scientifically eredible forest-manage-
ment stategy. It provides less of a tim- - -
ber harvest than the industry would
like and more than many environmen-
talists are comfortable with. It also
provides for other forest jobs and as--
sistance to communities and people - -

hurt by the decline in:the federal tim-"". .

ber harvest. o T

justed later, either by the-administra--

. . tion'or Congress in light of experience -

and additional scientific input. But it’s.
needed riow and deserves a chance to” -
work. . T C v
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27 EDITORIA
Chnton S plan loo,
for a bit more timber

E VEN before it hit the judge’s desk, Clinton's rewsed Northwestfc&re_s.

plan was under attack by both extremes. In thé pohuql wilderness'of:
forests and trees, that may be a’ slgn the adnguysuahonas on the nght o

Sen Slade Gorton grumbles that Clinton is abandomng No:thwest timber -
communities by cutting off logging in much of the region. Self- styled
environmental groups sound a shrill alarm that Clinton has "yxe]ded to
corporate money and specnal-mterest politics.”

Count on federal Judge William Dwyer to ignore both extremes as he
examines the plan. His test is simple: Does the plan satisfy federal laws?

* The Clinton challenge has been to meet those stiff requirements without
closing down the forests altogether. Last-minute revisions suggest the
administration is stil] trying to strike that precarious balance.

This administration did not create the dilemma. The crisis in Northwest
forests emerged from decades of massive overcutting — logging that

'confonnedtoath ot ifgo—ca]J’Edr _
o ﬁ;'re;{;wﬁn;;iemamtrate the ~ Sustained 'yiéld that is now ffnoroughly

o discredited by foresters, biologists and
. administration’s willingnessto ., federal coutts.

. keep looking for a pragmatic Beginning in the Bush adrmmstm-
mtddlegmund between tion, Oregon biclogist Jack Ward
<. environmental purity and Thomas led the team that laid. outa . .
range of options for anewand, .

" necessarily experimental tlmber strat-
‘egy. Now, as Clinton's Forest-Service

economic disaster.

' o ."'":." e i v EQ,8 Eg g
‘; b ), eE—— AR chief, he’ sresponsibleformakmglt"~- So 3 M3
o e " work. | £ g% > £
Og(tl‘op'S; Clmton s choxoe. was tough medicine, projec harvestsat.: X P B S R
barely 20 percentof the Jevels of the 19806: Momrecentb' iThbinas téld ?Ez da| en| D s
C«‘onb"ées théfacfual ‘harvestswould be even; smaller a I?I?ﬁg‘both;to umberg,a & 1> 3
- qountry,a:ogomnps and tothe, administration’s crédibilify. R - E HR! - z
|: e eremedplanpmposeetoallowsalesofnmberlnselectzdforestseven,\ ,. 2 ‘g”
co ,before ulndergomg lengthy watershed analysis. That kmd of compromise may e 5 -
b 'alafm‘s?:uiq environmental groups, biit it makes sense. Thbmas says the "t .
v ~i*‘orest Serv1ce needs to begin experunentmg with new forestry. trylng 3 ﬁ >
untested altematives to the vast clear-cuts that helpéd turn Northw&etemers B AL
; agamst the ;unber mdustly ' g
P The Iemtonsdemonsttate the; adlmmstxatmu. 8 willingness to keep Joqkmg @
P e {9;-_4_9 natic fniddle ground between envnronmenta}punty dfid economlczv;,q.é__x_-., :
“ e e O 5

aglehiSH ;,ﬁsgx'pfgthlses iay Ror datisfy the  combatants; lﬁdt fliey ] arg iAok
b } pingaith.nroad public; lmnulses that drive the politics of Nérthwest forests
Hopefully;‘that plan will also meet the  rigorous legal test Judge: Dwyerw:ll

now apply‘to it.” o o

AT oy
/ - nﬂ!ﬂwi‘
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& AFTER NINE MONTHS of fine-
tuning, the Clinton administration’s
Northwest forest plan is finished. But is it
legal? Environmentalists and timber

_ inlerests both say no.

.' BY, ERIC PRYNE
Scaﬂlc Times staff reporter

- After nine months. of playmg off-Broadway,
‘President Clinton's Northwest forest plan ﬁnally
hits the big timetoday.

It makes its debut in the only theaber that
matters: the courtroom. :

. The administration is submlttmg its” long-
awaited final plan — which differs littlé from the

most recent draft- — to U.S. District. Judge

William Dwyer.

It also is askmg him to lift a sweeping _

injunction that for nearly three years has blocked

-almost all new timber sales on 17 million acres of

federal forest jn Western Washington, Western
Oregon and Northern California. - .+ -
“It doesn't get any better than this,” said

PAsalstant Agnculture Secretary Jim -Lyons,

comy
L Ta

‘ Forest plan heads for
center stage |

“We've done what the court asked for, and then
some. ... )
“] don't think any administration could come

- up with a more comprehensive plan. It meets our

statutory obligations, and jt provides some sem-
blance of balance.” _
The proposal’s broad outlines have been

. public knowledge since last July and have been

roundly criticized by both timber interests; who

-say the plan .would allow too little logging, and

enmonmemahsts who say it would allow too

.much.

.But Dwyer i 1s the only critic’ whose opinion

.matters. He ruled in 1991 that the government
" was deliberately violating.laws reqitiring protec-
- tion of the northern spotted owl and other wildlife
-and shut down most logging, pendmg adoption ofa

new management plan. .

Challenges to the Clinton proposalare expect-
ed from both environmentalists and the timber
industry.

Lyons said.new provisions in the final plan

.include a break for the ski industry and procedural
- changes aimed at moving more timber to mills

over the next few years while the plan-is put into
effect, Those changes are hkely fo anger envu'on-
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mentalists. : - »

_ The plan’s central clements, however, remain
largely unchanged from a version released in late
February. ;

About 70 percent of the remaining unprotect-
ed older federal forest would be included in
reserves. Timber sales would drop to 1.1 billion
board feet annually, just one-quarter the level of
the 1980s ' but significantly more than has been
allowed under Dwyer’s injunction. .

Administration officials said last month, how-
ever, that it would take until 1997 to reach that
level. Timber sales can take years to prepare, and,
after years of uncertainty, few are in the pipeline.

In addition, harvest couldn't occur on much of
the land that remained open to logging under the
Clinton plan until studies or plans were complet:,
ed, Several changes in the final -plan a&im to -

. compress or simplify those studies and possibly . | 9 .
make more timber available, Lyons said. .. Clln ton S plan f Or .

_ The changes “will provide us with the ability
e e e B e would 1ot '
e .
f:stittrllite hsw mu?:lh‘?':'ore logging might occur. forfores tS ' heads
PLEAsE sEE TimberonB2 | ' _
| ~ for center stage

Timber
CONTINUED FROM B 1

I_"erhaps the most important chan v “
] t ] change would affect “k
watersheds,” 164 river basins important for t;alrm::ly :
lst;ee}head ar \\Cater quality. Under the draft Clinton plan:
ogging couldn’t take place inside them unless a compre-
 hensive, basinwide “watershed analysis” was completed,
. hr-That Tequirement wouldn’t be applied to timber sales
through 1996, Lyons said. Under the final plan, a sale
could proceed after a less detailed study of its impact that
focuBsoed {noslgjg 1Knﬁ;lh and water.
nnie Phillips-Howard of the ‘Western Ang
Fo_r‘?at Campalgn called the switch a betrayal, et
5'What they’re saying is, ‘We're going to practice
:cggystem gumgeme:'u ‘someday.’ That, to me, is very
trl::yms're ;l;gi;lg.a;!;el.saxd. hl:ﬁr the little bit of gain they get,
. ose a N g
the{_’}rle_still 20| -driven':l'n lot of uedlhnyw. It shows
- The Clinton plan also would impose fio-lowgin;
buftbre, ranging in width'from 100 to 300 feet mqgm;“nf
along each side of all streams. Some ski areas, which
{;ageaﬂ.og part of their land from the U.S. Farest Service,
d expressed concern about the buffers’ impact on their
"I‘hnm}isﬁa a;-nc! Expansiou plans. .
¢ The Plan would grandfather in existing ski
gigyelopment,_Lyor'ls said, and allow new, develol;)gnentl'
;?l__selge the stream-side buffers on and for which a ski arez
ajready holds 2 pemit. from the Forest Service.
¢ That may benefit Crystal Mountain's expansion plans.
15 -the: bet e for en e g -
rq:%ang war in the woods. . - orthy_fvest s long
- *My sincere hope.is that everyone will gi this
Icoi)na:ﬁe to work,"” she said. “This has bceen in gﬁ;;)cﬂl:l:o:
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Timber plan sparks new row over forests

e anll

The Clinton administration, filing its
Northwest forest plan yesterday, asked a
federal court to dissolve its 3-year-old ban
on logging old-growth forests." .

As expocted, the plan met criticism from
environmental and timber {ndustry groups,
but was praised by federal officials and
some -politiclans as the pest' chance to
restore the region to environmental health

and economic stability.

No legal challenges to the plan were
filed yesterday. Several groups involved in
the casc said decislons on a legal response
were weeks away. Even a group of timber
interests whose lawyer had pledged to suc
said it had not declded whether to chal-
lenge the plan. )

In a Seattle news conference, Assistant
Secretary of Agriculture Jim Lyons told
reporters yesterday that the plan is “scien-
tifically sound, legally sufficlent and bal-

anced.” He said it was time to “get fores
management out of the courts and into th
forests where it belongs.”

The Northwest Forestry ‘Associatio
called the plan lliegal and fatally flawed
The Ametican Forest and Paper Associatio
called for Congress to step in. The Sierr:
Club und Audubon Society said the pla
gives inadequate protection to ancient for
ests. :

See LOGGING, Page B2

Logging: Environmental groups want impact studies

From'Pade B1

Some cavironmental groups object- .

ed to a late adjustment that would allow

timber sales during the next two or-

three years in relatively pristine areas
without analyzing the impact of logging
and road-building on the watershed.
Some questioned its decision to
allow some timber sales in the next four
Yyears without local -surveys of lower
forins of life such as slugs and lichens,
The changes appeared aimed at

v 3obd

boosting the scant amount of timber that

the administration can sell in the short
term. Officlals estimate they will need
three years to get sales up to 1.1 billion
board feet, which they project as the
long-term probable sale quantity.
. That rate is about ‘25 percent -of
timber sales of the 1980s, The plan
lcaves only about 5.5 million acres open
to general timber harvesting out .of the
Northwest's roughly 24 million acres.of
federal land, .. ) .
In its request to lift the Jlogging

injunction, the government said a deci-
sion could be made as early as May 8.
But environmental and timber industry
groups arc likely to seek more time.

Officials also attempted to head off
an expected bid to strike down the plan
on grounds that it failed to comply with
federal public participation require-
ments. Officials said that President.

Clinton’s -Forest Conference and. the
‘public notice and comments on the plan

have complied with the spirit; if not the
letter of the law. :
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To Reshape Logging RUIeS

|Actions on Owl Area and an Alaska Forest

By JOHN H. CUSHMAN 1Ir.
Special ta The New York Times

SEATTLE, April 14 — The Clinton
Administration moved on two fromnts
today (o reshape the way the Govern-
ment manages logging in the natlon's
remaining anclent forests.

In Seattle, the Administration
-asked a Federal judge to restore
some logging in the old forests of the
Pacific Northwest, where for five
years the courts have all but elimi-,
nated logging on public-land to' pro-
tect the northern spotted owl !

And the Unlted States Forest Serv-;
ice canceled a 50-year contract with
the Alaska Pulp Corporation that has
allowed it to cut timber in the Ton-
gass Natfonal Forest in southeastern

Alaska, a program that environmen- _

tallsts 'have assalled for years.
. Although environmental groups
~and the timber industry — for con-
Tlicting reasons — today criticized the
' plan to protéct the spotted owl and
-other species’in Washington, Oregon
and California, the decision on the
Alaskan forest was clearly welcomed
by enviranmentalists, . .
Alaska Pulp is onc of two compa-
Anles- with s ! -contracts to cut
trees In the Tongass, one of the last.
remaining stretches of: tomperate
rajn forest in the world. The contract
that was canceled, one of the biggest
in the natlon involving publicly owned
forests, would have allowed the com-
pany to cut another two billion board
-fect of timber by the year 2011.
The Forest Service had warned the
company that the contract might be
terminated after Alaska Pulp shut a
mill In Sitka last year, laying oft 400
peoplc. The long-term contract was
,l(ntended to provide mill jobs in Alas-
a, '

rS29 92€ €05 dAQ JIWONDO3 3 AYLSTOH:dI 2v:60 v6. SI/F0 €61 "N ERIE
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Balance Clted in Owl Plan
Defending the spotted owl plan, Ad-

- ministratfon officials sald that nei-

ther industrial nor environmental

‘critlcs of Its plan could offer a better

way (o save the threatened ow! and
reserve a forest that offers habitat
ror a multitude of specics while also
nurturing the reglon‘s economy.
Environmentalists sald the plan
was intended to appeuse the timber
industry, the industry said it was Ille-
gal and unbalanced, and the Adminis.
tration admicted that even if the plan
surviyed legal challenges, it would
take at least three years to put fully
into effect. :
“We are at the stage now of begin-
ning to put the cars of the train back
on the track,” said George Frampton,
the Assistant Secretary of Interior,
using the train-wreck metaphor thag

:officlals in the Clinton Administration

have applied to the dispute over log-
ging in the Northwest,

-| . ‘“This train was going 95 miles an -
-| -hour when {t-went off the track, dnd it
"| Is not going to be going 85 miles an

hour by November,” Mr. Frampton
said.
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Despite the forest plan’s unce
fate, its presentation to Judge WAi-
Ham Dwyer of the United States Di§«
trict Court in.Seattle today marks#-
climax in one of the most hotly dispit-*
ed e""’g“f"m?f“:h"’"“ ever tg Jgg;
any region of -the country. :
Dwyer is the judge who has issued dfe
most comprehensive order . agalfisf
logging in old forests, and the GoveFii-
ment's plan was devised to meet the
criteria he has set. o
Trylng Out a New Sclence ~*.
Going far beyond the 3 owlis.
fate, the forest plan offers a pag-
oramic vision of environmental mag-.
-agement across a landscape of mil-,
lions of acres and hundreds of spd-.
cles. It is the most ambitious exampl-
to date of the fledgling sclence -of
ccosystem rmanagement that the Ad-
ministration s trylng to make, its.
environmental trademark. TaT
Under the Administration plan, ev-
ery sale of plots to trees to the logging .
industry must be anal to make-
sure that it does not violate the new'
land management practices spelled
out in the voluminous legal papets.,
And some forestry practices that aré-
envisioned, like analyzing the effects.
of logging on rivers and streams;’
have -not -yet boen fully developed..
Nor have ali the hundreds of specle -
that live in the logging areas been’
studied enough to knaw how ‘they.
would be affected. ' ST
In an effort to insurc that somé
timber from the restricted areas be.
gins making its way back onto the .
market, the Administration plans 6 -
adopt the restrictive new sclentific
criteria only gradually over the next .
few years. . . gt
In a g on Tuesday before &«
reglonal forest industry group in St}
venson, Wash., Jim Lyons, the Aszistey
ant Secretary ,of Agriculture ,.IE..-,
charge of the nadlonal forests, said:
the Administration would “move &b
.Quickly and aggressively as we canigy
get timber back into the pipeline.*' ;e
Ever since " the ‘court orders re e
stricting logging, mills- in the Nortlisi.
west have been closing, and the layﬁ
on‘sd o{‘;hg;sands cﬁ (wolrklen‘t.ls havel
made ue.a political tinderboi
. Today, Mr. Lyons said the plams
should double this s Umber haf!

.vest on the affected lands, and doubld.s.

it again the following year. But tiafy
amount being harvested this year, 160* i«
million board feet, does not satisfy ¥
the industry. ek
"~ Lawyers for the ‘timber industryfs
have said they would challenge ti€;#
plan in Federal court in Washingtoff,<i:
where Judge Thomas Penfield Jacks?,
son has aiready ruled that the pro-te
cess of drafting the plan technicall{f;®
violated Federal laws on administra«
tive procedures. The Industry’s strati®a
egy is to create conflicting court decl piony
sFons that-would encourage Congresil:}
to write. a law pllowing a greater~:.
amount of timber to be harvested, ;7.

AR

292
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ﬁ less than 17 task forces established to work WLth state and
'_,local OfflClals, tribes, and stake holder grOups of every

jul . -5* The Office of Forestry and Economic Development was .
":estahlished ‘to coordinate agencies, oversee implementation of

:amount of work. to:repair“’ T has
TI,believe all:of. us in the:Northwest
1@ 'adminis or investing an:

l"nguwhat is. 'LW

eed to:see he Clinton"forest:pla ;for what it represents-
' empt yet to balance:.competing. needs- ‘and make- the: 1l
an-honest effort to bring’fore 'gement ou
8 “and_put it back: into‘the”"and” est
£ ‘ nd the:Fis

aW'*=7

PartieSjar 1ining up on allnsides:and?preparing their lawsuits. o
,ﬁSome4lawsuit ;have already been f11ed _But ﬂwould caution '

ery 'lear about thia.'Our reg n suffered becauae of e
8 _ “political: gridlock FEATreturn nflict will not: ‘heal ~\ -
our: wound -Given the extraordinary effort dedicated to this o L

I hope-everyone 1nvolved will give tia chance to work.,-

ﬁIf_there are enVlronmPntalistS outgthere, gedq workers,,or forest o
PIo ‘ompanies, I urge you'to find. solutions through- the
1impleme tation" phase. The plan-is.a fluid-document._ It is.

_ubject s he. National Forest Managementg' 'ﬁthe National D
-Env1ronmen X ‘Policy . Act, and everything these two important Taws
‘represent . You:all have recourse to. seek’ assistance in the ' '

" forest. planning process, it you only give the agencxee a chance
'.Gto put 1t in place. . o .
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Equally meortant now is the need for the federal agencxes to-
work together to implement this plan. In the past, we saw
agencies at odds with one another, working actively to d; rupt _
‘each other. - The Pacific:Northwest cannot tolerate such. avior.
.in the future-— I am impressed by what I’'ve heard from the®: ..
agencies to date, but the proof wlll be in seeingﬁres

Beyond thls plan we wxll have to addrese*the.4_ R de
' Endangered’ Species ‘Act. - This rule is crltlcally meor '
private: land owners'lnvmy state--large and small:" This T
 been’ held in abeyance,: awaiting’ approval of the: federa forest.
- ﬁplan “Frankly; ‘a“flexible &~D Rula is contingent on. flnlshing a
‘ﬁfmanagement ‘plan-for: the: federal forests. Once that' "done, I am -
commltted to work;ng out a 4-D rule as well 3 _ o

Let s give Optlon Nine a chance to work As I saxd be_ re, ‘we

" have" a tremendous opportunity to make this.a new beglnnlng ‘for an
~ .old-issue that has-divided my reglon--and this natio‘iefor too
e long Thankgyou Mr ”Presldent y;eld the floor.ﬁ » :
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Clinton forest plan
goes o0 judge today

%Envimnmentalists,
timber groups plan
.on legal challenges

' By Rob T -
T PN

m— ——

Resolving arcane questions

' ghout Slugs and pristine water-

. speds, the Clinton administration

, yesterday began (o unveil i finsl

Northwest forest plan, even while

jnferest Eroups prepared to &t
tack it.

The -admipistration {s © sub-
mit its plan 0 & tedera) judge
here today. It culminates (ve
years of struggle. study gnd plan-

ning triggered bY s series of

ecourt-ordercd foderal 10gEINE

ans.

Already, envireamental and
timber groups and antagonists in
the timber wirs arc urtacking the
plan and preparing t0 challenge
it in court. -

Timber intcrests esll jt 3 total
failure. Many in the timber indus:
try hope to exicnd the Jegul
gridlock so Congress will inter-
vene and boost limber sales.

Some environmental groups
src pressing to extend their legal

B Whitewater: Clinion detends
handling of situation. Page A3

B Reformi Farest Service seeks
agvics, gets it Page A7

cgmpaign against timber sales.
The Wilderness Soclety calls the
presidem‘;‘; plan decply flawed.

S [

Murray, D-W
Fﬁhﬂ?&w pro-

url®Y peo ,
tesls. Afler 2 briefing on the plan,
she gove it her endursement. t

“We finelly have 8 chanee to
put something on the table and
move forward. and 1 hope that
everyone will give it a chance O
work,” she said last night.

Mesnwhile. the sdminisua-
lion moved 0 consolidate c¢hal-
lenges 1o the plan here before
U.S. District Judge William
Dwyer and asked hini to expedite
them.

1y part, the wmove appeared
aimed at avoiding U.S. District
Judge Thomas penficld Jackson
in Washington, D.C. Jackson has
ruled that the administration vio-
lated procedural rules in devel-
oping the PIAPR. Timber industy
lawyers say they wil) ask Juckson
to invalidate the Clinton plan.

e it

- S——— J'—'_'_
See OWLS, Page A3

Qoo
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Owils: ‘There’s certainly some

risk involved,’ researcher says

—

Frorn; Page 1

The cress fire disturds Eric
Forsman, whosa northern spotted
owl rescarch helped creste that
feathiered poater child of the old-
growth [urest movement,

“I'm not feeling comfortable
with. what both sides ar¢ doing.”
Forsman satd this waek

“There’s certainly some risk
involved," the biclogiat said from
bis Corvalils, Ore., U.S. Forest
Service lab. “But in my opinien,
Optien Nine (the Clinton plan) is s
pretty good plan for owls.”

tn fact, the plan goes far
beyond ow!ls, It is an uaprecedent-
ed experiment in landscape plan-
ninq‘for hundreds of species.

he plan will change little
from earlier drafis, aceording to
congressional soeurces who were
bricfed on it yesierdsy. The iast
published version would put
about 7.4 millton acres of Pacific
Nortbwest federal lands into old-
growth forest reserves where most
logglng would ke prohibited. An-
othar 2.6 millien acrus would be
preserved in streamsidc buffers,
at least temporarily.

It is cxpected to reopen log-
ging on about 5.5 mitllon acres,
but the sdministration says it will
take three years to get timber
sales up to its long-lerm target of
1.1 billien board fect per year,
about 25 percent of historic levels.

Sources satd the administra-
tion =lso plans lo announce today
that it will not set uside land to
protect such nonvertebrato ani-
mals and planty as slugs and
lichens. unless thev are licte< o3
suearcned or endangered. Moves
to prevent declines of higher
snimals will continue even if they
don't risk cxtinction. In another
move to clarify ambiguily. the
administration plans to allow
some harvasts |n pristine key
watersheds betore they are fully
anglyzed. .

TFederal officials say the plan
could become a prototype for laud
managers acrogs the nation, Al-
ready its approach is being imitat-
ed by pending studies {n eastern
Oregon, Washingten and Jdaho
and the Sierra Nevada 3nd Rocky
Meuntains. Its leading architect,
biologist Jack Ward Thomas, has
become chier of Lhe Forest Ser-
vice. '

‘The administration has staked
much on tha plan, which it has

romoted as ¥ way to end the
orest gridlock.

‘No ont tan prediet haw it will

be . greeted by'its key recipient,

Dwyer. In un informal poll this

ertamlr cetrawal onlantivte amd fiwme

waterways.

Timber industry leadars com-
plain they havc been betrayed.
New sales in 1993 from spotted-
ow] forests werc virtuully zere,

and 1984 doesu't look much bet-
ter, sald John Rampton, ¢hairman |

of the Northwest Forcst Resource
Council. The administration say3
it will sell only about 20 percent
of the 2 billion board feet of logs
\hat it promlsed for this year
when 1t unveiled its plan in July.
*Without timber supply, there
is no job supply.” sald Mike
Draper, cxecutive secretary of the
Western Council of Industrial
Workurs, who represents mill-
workers. He suys the plan will
cost 60,000 to 80,000 jubs, about
half of themn in the timber indus-
try. The administration puts job

. loss slightly lower.

The industry has promoted a
&'oup of scientists whe differ with
¢ authors of Clinton's plan and

'suy their yiews were cxcluded.

The .plan is “an gbuse of
science.”" said Robert Lee, a pro-
fessor of forest sociclogy in the
University of Washington's Cel-
Tege of Forest Resources.

Many of thase sclentists arguc
that some timber cutling is need-
ed to restore habital and preserve
forests. Chadwick Oliver. a UW
silviculture professor, gays the
plan is bascd on a misconccption
that old-growth [oreits can be
preserved in a stesdy state. He
pradicts big fires.

From environmentalists come
protests that the administration
would keep cutting nid ety
and punching roads into roadless
areas, which they say already are
toe frggmeniad, They complain
that the estimated vdds of long-
term survival for many saimals —
85 percent for salmon runs -
aren't high cnou?h for many fish
and wildlile species.

As {t has evolved, the Clinton
plan has partially satisfied many
of thesc ohjections,

Meeting industry concerns, of-
ficials alfowed somc thinning of
younger forests in the plan‘s old-
grounth reserves, cspectally in dri-
er arcas most vylnerabie to wild-
fire. They set up adaptive
management areas that ofler add-
ed flexidility to try new logging
techiniques.

To blunt environmental st
tacks. the administration broad-
ened some streamside buflers,
partly for salmon, and added rules
to protect rare but little-noticed
species from bals 1o $n3ils 1o
lichens.

Critical details remain vaguc
ar in davht Renewsd debatec

from New Republic magazine that
said that as mora owls have been
found, the peed to protect the owl
has faded.

New Republic writer Gregg
Easterbrook, echoing generally
optimistie Industry estimates, sald
about 10,000 of e owls may exist,
and possibly more if they are
lumped together with the Califor-
nia spotted ow!,

Federa!l owl researchers dis-
misscd Easterbrook's blast “An
abundance of misinformution,
mistaker assumptions and mlis-
gulded logic,” Forest Servica sci-
antiyt Joe Zisa said.

The key puint, they said, is
- that owls and their habltat appear
to be suffering acrelcrating de-
clines. Far (rom baing excluded,
guvernment bicjogists said, indus-
try scientists refused to allow
their ow! survivel data to be
included ln the Jatest spotted-owl
trend analysis,

Stijl, the Clinton plan is likely
to be judged on broader grounds.
It rests not just on the biolegy of
the ewl], nor the threatened mar-
bled murrelet, nor the coho salm-
on that are expected to be listeg
this summer 35 threatened or
endangered, satd Jim Lyons, assis-
tant sceretsry of agriculture.

“The real {ssue {s maintaining
praductivity of the entirve old.
growth ecousystern and the re-
so}x;ces associsted with " he
saig.




her executives predicled that
Dwyer will approve the plan and
relax his 3-year-old logging ban.
In his forest summit in Port-
land 3 ycar 3go, Clinton piedged
to produce a “scientifically sourd,
ecologically credible and legally
responsiblie” plan. He also called
for establishing 3 predictable and
sustainsble level of timber sales
while protecting the long-term
health of forests, wildlife and

have broken out over the original
justification for the plan, protect-
ing the northern spotted owl.

Nineteen prominent educators
and researchers, noling a new
finding that spotted owls are de-
clining at an accelerating ratc,
said the plan may not praserve
the owl, They called for extended
protactions. _

Some Inrdustry executives,
meanwhile, circulated an article
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By SCOTT SONNER= Associated Press Writer=

WASHINGTON (AP) The Clinton administration didn’t
fully understand what it was getting itself into when it
made the Northwest forest crisis an early priority,
pledging to save jobs and trees, too, officials
acknowledged Thursday.

‘\'‘\It was more complicated than we thought going in and
tougher to do than we thought going in,’’ William Stelle,
associate director of the White House Office on
Environmental Policy, said in an interview.

It was not clear until preparations for the plan were
under way how low the logging levels would have to fall to
meet all U.S. environmental laws, said Assistant Interior
Secretary George Frampton Jr., former head of The
Wilderness Society.

‘‘It meets every environmental law that can be applied.
We now know how hard it is to do that. It is much more
difficult than we thought,’’ Frampton said.

‘‘These are the gateways you have to walk through to
get any harvests. We have walked through the gateways and
it is a very big house. It’s been a hell of a lot more
complicated than people thought a year ago,’’ he said.

Frampton said it would be difficult to come up with any
other plan that would provide as much timber and still
comply with the laws.

‘‘*Not only is this the best thing for the forests of
the Northwest, it is the only thing that will produce
timber harvests over the long term and protect the
forests,’’ Frampton said.

‘‘To those who wish higher levels of timber harvests,
without a scientifically based and legally defensible
plan, we don’t have any harvests,’’ he said.



‘\2If this is put into effect in good faith, a half a
century from now you will still have a real sustained
timber program on these forests. Nothing has been done
over the past 50 years that would have allowed for that in
the future,’’ he said.

Forest Service Chief Jack Ward Thomas said the lower
logging levels were precipitated by new research and data
as well as the public’s evolving view of forest values.

‘'‘I’d say the rules changed in the early 1980s and
1990s. ... I don’t find villains. I don’t find plots,’’ he
said of past practices.

‘‘I find we changed our minds about what we wanted to
produce from those forests. We ran afoul of the Endangered
Species Act and we began to change those values. It’s a
change in circumstances.’’

Thomas said the harvest reductions wouldn’t have been
so dramatic if the government have faced the reality of



overcutting a decade ago.

‘\“If we looked back on it and saw a lesson to be
learned, it would be that when you face tough issues,
don’t dawdle. Don’t allow your options to be eroded,’’ he
said.

‘\VWIf we’d addressed this issue 12 years ago, I think
the situation would be a lot less painful in terms of
economic and social impacts.’’

Forest Plan Touted as Last Chance for Sustainable Harvest

By TIM KLASS= Associated Press Writer=

SEATTLE (AP) President Clinton’s Pacific Northwest
forest plan is a national model for ecosystem management
and opponents have yet to offer a suitable alternative,
top administration officials say.

‘‘We are radically changing how we are going to manage
the forests of the Pacific Northwest,’’ said James Lyons,
an assistant agriculture secretary with jurisdiction over
the U.S. Forest Service.

‘‘We’re going to fight for this plan. We think it’s the
best that government and science can do,’’ Lyons said
Thursday.

‘‘The plan is scientifically credible and it is legally
sufficient and it is probably the only way we are going to
be able to move forward to end the gridlock in the forests
of the Pacific Northwest,’’ said assistant interior
secretary George Frampton Jr., former president of The
Wilderness Society.

Lyons and Frampton said the plan would assure:

A steady supply of timber, although at levels far
lower than in the boom years of the 1980s, from federal
lands in Washington, Oregon and northern California.

A measure of economic stability.

Protection for the rare, threatened and endangered
species that depend on old-growth timber.

Greater recreational opportunities as the forests are
restored to health.

President Clinton issued a statement hailing the plan,
which was filed with U.S. District Judge William Dwyer
late Thursday in Seattle.

‘‘We are taking the single most important step toward
once again having a steady flow of timber to Pacific
Northwest mills ... sustainable management of our nation’s
precious natural resources,’’ Clinton said.

Logging has been banned in Northwest forests with the
threatened northern spotted owl since May 1991 when Dwyer
ruled the Bush administration was deliberately violating
U.S. environmental laws protecting fish and wildlife.

The Bush administration failed in repeated attempts to



craft a plan that was legally acceptable to Dwyer. The
judge gave the Clinton administration until Thursday to
come up with a new plan.

The plan drew cautious praise from Sen. Patty Murray,
D-Wash., harsh criticism from Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash.,
and a ringing endorsement from Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt.,
chairman of the Senate Agriculture Committee.

‘‘The forest plan marks one of the first times that
federal agencies have gone beyond a few species to target
ecosystem health as a long-term goal,’’ Leahy said.

Murray called it ‘‘the best attempt yet’’ and said it
should be given a chance to work. Gorton said it would
leave ‘‘timber families and communities with virtually no
reliable timber harvest over the next decade.’’

The proposal, accompanied by a request that Dwyer lift
his 3-year-old injunction against logging on millions of
acres where spotted owls live, would protect three-fourths
of the region’s old-growth forest.

By 1997, timber sales would rise from 160,000 board
feet this year to an annual harvest of 1.1 billion board
feet, the maximum level the president’s scientists believe
is legally possible in the long run.

Cutting in the 1980s sometimes approached 4 billion
board feet a year.

A board foot is one foot square by one inch thick. It
takes about 10,000 board feet of lumber to build a typical
single-family home.

Tommy Thompson, president of the National Association
of Home Builders, and other industry and union leaders
said they would fight in court and in Congress for higher
harvest levels.

Leaders of the Sierra Club and Audubon Society said
logging should be more limited and log exports from
private lands should be banned to keep sawmills in
business.

The plan may mean ‘‘just a slower death’’ for
old-growth forest stands, said Bill Arthur, Sierra Club
regional director in Seattle.

‘‘Do they want to continue the gridlock and the
uncertainty and the suffering out there?’’ Lyons said.
‘‘The real question is what alternative is there.’’

Preparation for timber sales under the plan could start
within 30 days, and bidding could begin within six months,
Lyons said.

He said he hoped about 320,000 board feet could be
offered next year and twice as much in 1995-96, after
which the sustainable level would be reached.

The plan offers the hope of rehabilitating federal
forest lands in 25 years or more, which in turn ‘‘will
expand the recreation base of the region three or four
times,’’ Frampton said.

The plan takes effect May 14, but Frampton said it
could be a few more weeks before Dwyer’s injunction is
lifted if the judge allows extra time for opponents to



file briefs explaining their objections.

He and Lyons said the government hopes to consolidate
any challenges into one case before Dwyer.

Last month U.S. District Judge Thomas Penfield Jackson
ruled in Washington, D.C., that the plan was developed in
violation of open meetings laws.

Jackson refused a timber industry move to block the
plan but said he might consider a new challenge once the
document was formally adopted, the step the government
took Thursday.

Farming Today= By United Press International= -15-=
Final U.S. timber plan filed=

The?Clinton administration?Thursday has filed its final
revision of a plan for logging in the U.S. Northwest. The
government yesterday (Thursday) asked a federal judge in
Seattle to 1lift an injunction banning logging on 17
million acres of national forest land in Northern
California, Oregon and Washington.

Environmental groups and timber industry
representatives called the plan inadequate.

The president said the plan will restore forests and
provide sustainable management for forests. ‘‘It is
environmentally credible and backed by the best
available?science,’’?President Clinton said in a prepared
statement. ‘‘It meets the high standards required by the
federal court and expected by the American people.’’

Challenges to the plan are expected. About 70 percent
of remaining unprotected old growth would be placed in
reserve under the plan, and timber sales would drop to
about one quarter of 1980s levels, but much more than
under the current injunction.

The forest management plan culminates a year-long
process that stemmed from the Pacific Northwest Forest
Conference last year.

Administration files final timber plan

SEATTLE, April 14 (UPI) The?Clinton?administration
filed Thursday its final revision of a plan for logging in
the Northwest, asking a federal judge in Seattle to 1lift
an injunction banning logging on 17 million acres of
national forest land in Northern California, Oregon and
Washington.

Environmental groups and timber industry represenatives
have called the plan inadequate.

The president said the plan will restore forests and
provide sustainable management for forests.

‘‘It is environmentally credible and backed by the best
available ?science, ’’?President Clinton said in a prepared



statement. ‘‘It meets the high standards required by the
federal court and expected by the American people.’’

Details of the plan have been public for months and
challenges to it are expected. About 70 percent of
remaining unprotected old growth would be placed in
reserve under the plan, and timber sales would drop to
about one quarter of 1980s levels, but much more than
under the current injunction.

The forest management plan culminates a year-long
process that stemmed from the Pacific Northwest Forest
Conference last year.

‘‘This plan is a realistic compromise, both protecting
jobs in the region and addressing the environmental
concerns of the area,’’ said Agriculture Secretary Mike
Espy. ‘‘The plan outlines a strategy for preserving our
natural resources, while recognizing the role timber plays
in the Northwest economy.’’

The plan was filed with U.S. District Court Judge
William Dwyer, the same judge who ordered the logging ban,
largely to protect the northern spotted owl.

Dwyer has set a hearing date next Wednesday to hear if
the parties to the dispute can agree on a plan for
implementing the injuction. Dwyer is not under a deadline
to issue a ruling, according to his staff, and is not
likely to deal with the injunction in less than four weeks.

But such agreement is not likely. Attorneys for the
timber industry have vowed to institgate court challenges
to the plan.

‘‘The long trail of broken promises form the Clinton
administration to forest products workers grows even
longer,’’ said Michael Draper of the Western Council of
Industrial Workers.

‘‘The administration continues to abandon forest
products workers, our families and our communities by
failing to produce a forest plan for the region that will
provide a reasonable amount of timber for milling,’’
Draper said.

The Seirra Club was equally unimpressed.

‘‘While the plan is a significant improvement from the
grim days of the Reagan and Bush administrations, it will
not accomplish the level of protection critical to save
the last 10 percent of the ancient forests,’’ said Bruce
Hamilton, Sierra Club’s Conservation Director.



More Lawsuits to Come, Timber Industry Wants Congress to
Intervene
By JEFF BARNARD= Associated Press Writer=

GRANTS PASS, Ore. (AP) The battles over Northwest
forests don’t end with the filing of President Clinton’s
plan for lifting the federal court injunction against
logging in habitat of the northern spotted owl.

More lawsuits over the legality of the plan known as
‘‘Option 9’’ are assured, and support is building for
restrictions on log exports to make up for cutbacks in
timber harvest on national forests.

The Native Forest Council, a small environmental group
in Eugene, has promised to file a lawsuit to stop Option
9, claiming that any logging on national forests is too
much because only 5 percent of the ancient forest remains.

‘‘We want a legal and scientific plan that acknowledges
the current tragic state of public forests, watersheds,’’
said Tim Hermach, director of the council.

The mainstream environmental groups that joined in the
lawsuit that stopped logging in owl habitat three years
ago haven’t said yet whether they will sue over Option 9,
but they are clearly unhappy with it.

‘‘Clinton caved in to the industry’s cries for more
logs from the public’s last ancient forests and ignored
the fact that this same industry is shipping 1.8 billion
board feet of raw logs overseas every year for record
profits,’’ said Jim Pissot, head of the National Audubon
Society’s office in Olympia, Wash.

One source in the environmental movement said the
mainstream organizations are moving away from the idea of
compromise and will eventually decide to file a lawsuit of
their own.

‘‘The plan doesn’t cut it ecologically and it doesn’t
cut it legally,’’ said the source, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity.

Though officially undecided over a lawsuit, the timber
industry has indicated it is unlikely to sue over Option
9. However, it holds an ace in the hole with a federal
court ruling that the forest plan was built without full
participation of the public.

‘‘One thing we will not do is to seek to stop
implementation of Option 9,,’’ said Ralph Saperstein, vice
president of the Northwest Forestry Association. ‘‘We want
it to proceed with its meager timber sale volume while we
have a court determine that the basis of Option 9 is
legally flawed.’’

Environmentalists have long held that the best way to
make up for the cuts in logging on national forests is to
stop the export of logs cut on private lands by companies
such as Weyerhaeuser.

Officially, the timber industry still opposes any
limits on log exports from private lands.

But Andy Kerr, conservation director of the Oregon



Natural Resources Council, predicted that timber interests
that rely on logs cut on federal lands will soon drop
their opposition.

‘‘Looking forward, I consider the industry conspiracy
of silence on log exports will be ending soon,’’ Kerr
said.

Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., agreed.

‘‘There is a growing schism in the industry,’’ he said.

DeFazio has called on Clinton to impose administrative
limits on private log exports, but the White House hasn’t
been willing to do that. The next move is to try to amend
the Export Administration Act when it comes up for
renewal.

DeFazio said he would offer amendments declaring that
there is a timber shortage in the Northwest and the
secretary of commerce should restrict exports.

‘*‘I have labor support. I’m working on support from a
number of larger firms in the industry,’’ DeFazio said.
‘‘I expect there would be strong environmental support.
That sounds like a pretty good coalition.’’

With recession in Japan, demand for export logs at
premium prices has dropped, allowing some Oregon mills to
stay in business by buying timber cut in Washington that
would otherwise be shipped overseas, DeFazio said.

‘‘Even if they (the timber industry) don’t want to
restrict exports to get an immediate supply of timber to
their mills, they’re going to have to do it politically if
they want any other legislation on timber issues,’’
DeFazio said. ‘‘One of the greatest weaknesses of their
argument is why do they need more timber when they are
exporting logs.’’
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Clinton Administration Pushes Pacific Northwest Forest
Plan

By TIM KLASS= Associated Press Writer=

SEATTLE (AP) A forest plan attacked by both timber and

environmental groups may be the last chance for a
sustainable harvest in national forests of the Pacific
Northwest, top Clinton administration officials said
Thursday.

‘‘Do they want to continue the gridlock and the
uncertainty and the suffering out there?’’ said James
Lyons, an assistant agriculture secretary with
jurisdiction over the U.S. Forest Service. ‘‘The real
question is, what alternative is there?’’

Lyons and Assistant Interior Secretary George Frampton
Jr., former president of The Wilderness Society, touted
the plan as a national model for ecosystem management that
would assure:

A steady supply of timber, although at levels far



lower than in the boom years of the 1980s, from federal
lands in Washington, Oregon and northern California.

A measure of economic stability.

Protection for the rare, threatened and endangered
species that depend on old-growth timber.

Greater recreational opportunities as the forests are
restored to health.

‘‘We are radically changing how we are going to manage
the forests of the Pacific Northwest,’’ Lyons said.

In Washington, D.C., President Clinton issued a
statement hailing the plan filed with U.S. District Judge
William Dwyer here late Thursday.

‘‘We are taking the single most important step toward
once again having a steady flow of timber to Pacific
Northwest mills ... sustainable management of our nation’s
precious natural resources,’’ Clinton said.

The plan drew cautious praise from Sen. Patty Murray,
D-Wash., harsh criticism from Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash.,
and a ringing endorsement from Sen. Patrick Leahy,
D-Vt.,?chairman?of the Senate Agriculture Committee.

‘‘The forest plan marks one of the first times that
federal agencies have gone beyond a few species to target
ecosystem health as a long-term goal,’’ Leahy said.

Murray called it ‘‘the best attempt yet’’ and said it
should be given a chance to work.

Gorton, however, said it would leave ‘‘timber families
and communities with virtually no reliable timber harvest
over the next decade.’’

The proposal, accompanied by a request that Dwyer 1lift
his 3-year injunction against logging on millions of acres
where threatened northern spotted owls live, would protect
three-fourths of the region’s old-growth forest.

By 1997, timber sales would rise from this year’s
160,000 board feet to an annual harvest of 1.1 billion
board feet, the maximum level Clinton administration
scientists believe is legally possible in the long run.

Cutting in the 1980s sometimes approached 4 billion
board feet a year, a rate Lyons said could have doomed the
old-growth forest ecosystenmn.

A board foot is one foot square by one inch thick. It
takes about 10,000 board feet of lumber to build a typical
single-family home.

Tommy Thompson, president of the National Association
of Home Builders, and other industry and union leaders
said they would fight in court and in Congress for higher
harvest levels.

Environmentalists said they would demand tighter
restrictions.

‘‘Nothing is going to change,’’ Thompson said. ‘‘Even
without court challenges, any new timber sales have to
clear an impossible tangle of watershed assessments and
conflicting forest laws.’’

Leaders of the Sierra Club and Audubon Society said
logging should be more limited and log exports from



private lands should be banned to keep sawmills in
business.

The plan may mean ‘‘just a slower death’’ for
old-growth forest stands, said Bill Arthur, Sierra Club
regional director in Seattle.

The administration is ‘‘going to fight for this plan.
We think it’s the best that government and science can
do,’’ Lyons said.

‘‘The plan is scientifically credible and it is legally
sufficient and it is probably the only way we are going to
be able to move forward to end the gridlock in the forests
of the Pacific Northwest,’’ Frampton said.

Preparation for timber sales under the plan could start
within 30 days, and bidding could begin within six months,
Lyons said.

He said he hopes about 320,000 board feet could be
offered next year and twice as much in 1995-96, after
which the sustainable level would be reached.

The plan offers the hope of rehabilitating federal
forest lands in 25 years or more, which in turn ‘‘will
expand the recreation base of the region three or four
times,’’ Frampton said.

Two late changes in the plan emerged as key potential
sticking points.

One eases requirements for scientific assessments that
must be done before trees are cut in key watersheds.
Frampton said more detailed requirements would be imposed
in a about 2&1/2 years following completion of pilot
studies.

The other postpones the deadlines for surveys of 76
lesser known species of plants and animals to determine
whether any are threatened or endangered.

Those changes were necessary to avoid a near-total ban
on logging in key watersheds for three years and to speed
up the pace of cutting to meet the sustainable harvest
level, Frampton said.

The plan is scheduled to take effect on May 14, but
Frampton said it could be several more weeks before
Dwyer’s injunction is lifted if the judge allows extra
time for opponents to file briefs explaining their
objections.

He and Lyons said the government hopes to consolidate
any challenges into one case before Dwyer.

Last month U.S. District Judge Thomas Penfield Jackson
ruled in Washington, D.C., that the plan was developed in
violation of open meetings laws.

Jackson refused a timber industry move to block the
plan but said he might consider a new challenge once the
document was formally adopted, the step the government
took Thursday.
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ADMINISTRATION ESTIMATES 29,000
IN LOST JOBS UNDER TIMBER PLAN

By PAMELA BROGAN=

Gannett News Service=

WASHINGTON President?Clinton’s?plan for logging in the
Pacific Northwest areas that are home to the threatened
northern spotted owl will result in 29,000 lost jobs, the
administration said Thursday.

According to the final plan submitted to U.S. District
Judge William Dwyer in Seattle, Oregon would lose 16,700
jobs, Washington 9,500 jobs and California 2,800 jobs
compared to the number they had in 1990, when the northern
spotted owl was listed by the government as endangered.

Yet, the White House has no plans to increase the $1.2
billion in community assistance grants it has already
announced to retrain workers.

‘‘We’re not changing any assistance other than the $1.2
billion community assistance package’’ said Will Stelle,
assistant director of the White House Office
of?Environmental?Policy.

Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., said the administration’s
aid package was inadequate to make good on Clinton’s
promise that no jobs would be lost under the plan.

‘‘I’m going to keep beating on the administration to
give us more money, DeFazio said. ‘‘I think they’re
heading for big trouble here from a political standpoint
if they don’t.’’

But Sen. Bob Packwood, R-Ore., said he doubted that the
Northwest would ever get the full $1.2 billion.

‘‘We’ve been conned,’’ he said. ‘‘We’ll only see a
piddly amount of that money, especially with this budget
crunch.’’

Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., said she was cautiously
optimistic about the plan.

‘‘It is my strong feeling that this plan is not
perfect,’’ said Murray. ‘‘I am particularly concerned
about its short-term economic implications.’’

The reaction of Rep. Al Swift, D-Wash., was mixed.

‘‘If you look at it from the perspective of the hey-day
of the timber industry, it’s very bad news,’’ Swift said.
‘‘But if you look at since there’s been a total shut-down,
it’s not that bad. As far as Congress’ involvement,
there’s no guarantee that we’ll do anything that industry
would like better.

‘\‘But there’s no question that there needs to be more
money to help our workers. We have three senators on the
Appropriations Committee to help with that.’’

Those senators are: Mark Hatfield, R-Ore., the ranking
minority member; Slade Gorton, R-Wash., and Murray.

Rep. Jolene Unsoeld, D-Wash., said the plan was the only
viable alternative to end the gridlock. ‘‘It’s bitter
medicine for those who have lost their jobs, but I don’t
know of another alternative,’’ she said..



As expected, the administration asked the judge today to
lift the injunction and pave the way for federal timber
sales that could begin as early as August, said Jack Ward
Thomas, Chief of the U.S. Forest Service.

Unless the judge decides to 1lift the injunction
immediately, it will take about 30 days for the Forest
Service to begin implementing the plan to give time to
those who want to challenge it in court.

‘'‘We expect litigation,’’ said Stelle. ‘‘We’re ready
for it.’’

Since 1991, Dwyer has banned most timber sales in
Washington, Oregon and northern California to ensure the
protection of threatened species. The Bush administration
failed in its attempts to submit a forest plan acceptable
to Dwyer. The judge gave the Clinton administration until
Thursday to devise a plan.

Timber industry leaders said that they have not decided
whether to challenge the plan. But both industry and union
leaders said it does not provide enough logging to support
timber-dependent communities.

‘\‘This is a slap in the face to timber workers,’’ said
Michael Draper, executive secretary of the Western Council
of Industrial Workers.

Added the American Forest & Paper Association:
‘‘Today’s announcement of a new forest plan and
environmental impact statement provides no surprises and
no timber,’’ said Mark Rey, the group’s vice president.

Stelle said the plan is similar to the so-called
‘'‘Option 9/’ plan that would reduce federal logging in the
Northwest to 1.1 billion board feet annually over 10 years
as compared to 1980’s levels of 4 billion to 5 billion
feet annually.

The Forest Service’s Thomas said that in 1995 federal
logging in the Northwest would average 250 billion-400
billion board feet, jumping to 850 billion board feet when
the plan is ‘‘fully operational.’’

Under the plan, the northern spotted owl, endangered
salmon species and the threatened marbled murrelet would
be protected on 15.5 million acres of land in Oregon,
western Washington and northern California. In addition,
the species are already protected on another 7.3 million
acres of land in the region reserved by Congress.

Of the total 15.5 million acres, the administration
plan would set-aside:

7.4 million acres in Late Successional Reserves, old
growth forests that represents 30 percent of the federal
land within the range of the spotted owl.

1.5 million acres in 10 Adaptive Management Areas, 6
percent of the federal land where the northern spotted owl
lives, would be used to design and test new ecological
management plans. Timber harvests will be allowed on this
land.

1.5 million acres in recreational and back country
land not in timber harvest zones.



2.6 million acres in Riparian Reserves, or 11 percent
of the federal land where the northern spotted owl lives,
that border streams and valleys where logging would be
restricted. And,

4 million acres in a Matrix outside of the designated
reserves where there would be logging if environmental
rules were followed.

BC-USA-TIMBER 1STLD
ADMINISTRATION TO ASK TIMBER INJUNCTION BE LIFTED
(EDS: Updates with?Clinton?statement, paras 3-4)

By Martin Wolk

SEATTLE, April 14 (Reuter) - The Clinton
administration Thursday filed a plan to protect the
old-growth habitat of the northern spotted owl and asked a
judge to 1lift a ban that has halted federal timber sales in
the Pacific Northwest.

‘‘The plan outlines a strategy for preserving our
natural resources, while recognizing the role timber
plays in the Northwest economy,’’ Agriculture Secretary
Mike Espy said in a joint statement issued by the
Agriculture and Interior departments.

In Washington, President Clinton said the decision
marked the beginning of a new era for the Pacific
Northwest and ’’offers a hopeful break from the past.’’

‘‘We are taking the single most important step toward
once again having a steady flow of timber to Pacific
Northwest mills,’’ he said. ‘‘At the same time, the plan
provides for sustainable management of our nation’s
precious natural resources.’’

The plan was criticised by timber industry officials
and environmental groups.

Administration officials said that in addition to the
long-awaited final forest plan, they had filed a motion
asking U.S. District Judge William Dwyer in Seattle to
1lift his May 1991 order banning sales of federal timber in
the Northwest.

Sales of timber on federal land in Washington, Oregon
and northern California have been virtually halted since
the order, issued in connection with a 1989 lawsuit filed
by the National Audubon Society and other environmental
groups.

The final decision coupled with the Environmental
Impact Statement fulfill an order set by Dwyer before the
injunction could be lifted.

‘‘We have met the legal requirements and now hope to
move the management of federal forests out of the
courtrooms and back into the hands of resource managers,’’



Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt said in the release.
‘\'‘This action helps us avoid future injunctions over
the same issue in the very same region,’’ he said.
An Audubon Society official said the plan failed to
protect Northwest forests and fisheries sufficiently.
‘‘We applaud President Clinton’s efforts,’’ said
society Vice President Brock Evans in a statement.
‘‘However, we are disappointed by his failure to fully
protect the country’s last remaining ancient forest,
salmon and other old growth dependent species,’’ he said.
James Geisinger, president of the Northwest Forestry
Association, called the plan ‘‘fatally flawed.’’
‘‘This final proposal is not the balanced solution the
president promised,’’ he said.
REUTER

bc-home-builders-forests
TO NATIONAL, BUSINESS AND ENVIRONMENTAL EDITORS:

STATEMENT OF TOMMY THOMPSON, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF HOME BUILDERS, IN REACTION TO RELEASE OF
CLINTON ADMINISTRATION’S

FINAL FOREST PLAN

WASHINGTON, April 14 /PRNewswire/ -- The following is
the statement of Tommy Thompson, president of the National
Association of Home Builders, in reaction to the release
of the Clinton administration’s final forest plan:

"Unfortunately, it’s clear before the ink is even dry
on the plan, that nothing is going to change. That means
no timber will be released from region six, the lumber
market will continue to be unsteady and lumber prices will
continue to fluctuate, driving up new home prices.

"Environmentalist groups have already said they will
challenge the plan. Even without court challenges, any
new timber sales have to clear an impossible tangle of
watershed assessments and conflicting forest laws. It is
clear that Congress should intervene with sufficiency
language to end the seemingly endless gridlock associated
with this forest plan."

-0- 4/14/94

/CONTACT: Cynthia Adcock of the National Association
of Home Builders, 202-822-0450/ CO: National Association
of Home Builders ST: District of Columbia IN: PAP ENV
SU: EXE KD-DT -- DC045 -- 1897 04-14-94 16:40 EDT
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By JAMES PIPKIN

Ecosystem management

crucial to NW

But such a strategy is difficult
o formulate and 1mplement

nounced its decision on how it will manage
more than 24 million acres of federal forest.

z' T lands in the Pacific Northweet and Northem

The decision is- basad on the objoctivas articulated by
kmsldent Clinton at the conclusion of the Forest Confer-
ce, @ year ago in Portland. Those objectives includa
'complying with the environmental laws end maxi-
imizing the economic and social benefits (such as imber
pbroduction) to the reglon. -
2 The declaion seeks to do that. Tt adopts a strategy that
will produce the highest sustainahle levels of timber in
2 years ahead while still complying with the require-.

 ¥ments of the law. The proactive approach is intended to

tect the health of tho forest ecosystem and thereby
sduce the need for future actions to protect apecies that
Become endangered — actions that could have an even
gpRreater adverse impact on the economic. and social
i -..;--:

- Aithoughlstronglycupponmephn it is not my pur-
hero to defend it but rathor to describe an almost

. eranecouystnmapproach.
: mmdividualapedeaauchaqtheowl.bmonthehnb
tntﬁoranspecies e

' Both “blalogical pmcesses and poptilatim of plants
hnd animal are fakonintoaooount;ujsthepmention
f degradutinn of land and water. The emphasis-is on:
Bnainteriance of biodiversity and the sustairiability of
:--- ouialproeosm

. James Pipkin is counselor to the secretary qr the lnuri
Sor. He was the Interior Department liaison with the scian-
(ﬂc team that developed thé alternative forest plans and
% haired the interagency task force that reported on how
Sthe plan-should be imiplemented. He also serves on an in-
Kteragericy working group; chaired by the White House Qf- -
Xfica on Environmental Policy, that is considering how eco:
fn'stem management can be qoplled mare bmdly w
feda ldedslm-maklw .

o LR

‘obli®ions to people. It recognizes tha

forest plan -

Ecosystem management, properly conceived, ‘is- not
that humans are inhab-

jtants of .an ecosystem and sometimea economically de-
pendent on it. It also recognizes that if ecosystem-man-
agement policies are to succeed (that is, be supported by

" the'voters), a balance must be achieved between huinan
he Clinton. administmtion last Thunday an- -

" development and the biological deal. .

In the case of the Northwest forest plan, the initial
ecosystem-managemeni analysis was done by an intera-
gency team of sclentists that developed an array of alter-
natives to'present to the decision-makers. The team de-
veloped un integrated plan for al} federal lands in the:
area, not just the lands administered by one agency. -In-
stead of limiting its attention to the spotted owl, the

‘team focused on the habitat for all specles and ‘specif,

icdlyconslderedmomt}mnathousandapeciesor
. groups of species. ‘
It also. assessed the maintenance of & connected old-
growth forest ecosystem. That term refers not just to'the
anclmt trees, but to the entire community-of plants and
anlmnlsassoclutedwiththsmandtothe underlymgeeo-

logical process

The divenity of lifo depends on the. existenee ot‘ a
healthy system of old-growth forest, and consequently
the team’s. altematives were analyzed with that objec-
tive in mind.

In these and other respects, the scientific team's alter-
natives broke new ground and constituted the first step
ofth'ueecosystsmmmaementapproach s

However, our experience in developing the forest plan
- -has taught s that ecosystem management will be both
di!!culttofomulateandmmelydifﬂcuittocarry
out. The difficulties inclide the amount of information-

" that 1s required, the need to provide flexibility when
r.new ‘{nformation ‘comes along and. the fact that federal -

phnnmannotmnthawnﬂnuedeﬂmneeonpw
ﬂmhusﬂmnn)whosemngehnoteonﬂgedtofed—

. -"-\n.‘l =

- Othardimculﬂe‘ralahbﬂleproblemspfeoordina '

tion among government agencies. Eight'different federal
agencies have significant responsibilities: in” connection.
with the management of the federal lands in the Pacific
.. Northwest, Bach agency operates under. different stat-
uites and has different statutory mandates and authority.

" n-addition, federal managers must'coordinate ‘With
state agencies, Americanlndmnh'ibeslndoﬁancoun'
ties, community leaders and other private landowners.

Each of them will have different interests nnd goals than
the federal managers..

Ecoaystam management will not be cheap —.in terms
of money, time or patience. The increased informational .
/needs &nd the increased coordination requirements-are
.‘expensive; In.the long run, mrings should be possible.
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in the semnse of avolding litigation, sliminating duplica.
tion of effort by multiple agencies and preventing “train
wrecks” that result from lack of foresight and coordi-

pated planning. In the short term, the economiic cost is.

likely to go'up.-

The diMiculties. are formidable. The fainthenrted
might say, “Why bothar? However, the issue regarding
ecosystsm management 1a whether we should take a
long-term or a short-term view. in making management
decislons with respect ta the public lands. .

Ecosystem management represents the long-term ap-
proach. It focuses on the sustainability of the natural re-

" sources and on uses oconsistent with that objective. It

protects specles and, from the standpoint of humans,
keeps the options open. It provides’ aﬁﬁnuniﬂes to im-
prove our kniowledge of natural populations and proc-
esses, and to-use our resources for multiple purpases..

Ecosystem management is not applicable to every sit--

uation, but where it fits, the potential gains far outweigh
the cost and the difficulty of achlevement.
One significant gain is the Mpaidoofthegrsatastdxm

culty. Succesaful implementation of ecosystemn manage-

ment will occur only at the local level. Fedenhndlahte: :

agencles, communities, tribes and private landowners
must be encouraged to coms together and voluntarily
develop a plan for applying the broad-based strategy to
the specific resources of the area. The potential to make
peopleinthoeomnunttyfeelm&anchlsedandpanet

the procses is a huge step forward; it might even begin.

to soften tlmnvumAum'lcan seynidsmnboutgovern
ment.

manasuusntmnlsobevlewednamoml-

Ecosystem

{ssue. Man has power to change the natural landscape
that no other species has evar possessed. For hundreds
of years we have treated our natural resource as though
they were Inexhaustible, The United States continues to
use far move resources per caplta tFan any other nation.
Succassful ecosystem management would show the rest
of the world — and ourpelves — that we can use our re-
sources.in a sustainable way and that We can exiat with-
outdas&oﬂnethespecluwhmfatehdependentoh
ourstewurdship . i

727"
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groups want injunction’
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Mark Rutzick, lead attorvey for the
Northwest Forust Resource Coundi),
told industry leaders attending their
annualmnﬁn-ace."mntwemdo
is get Copgress moving ‘to enact
strategsthatwinxethﬁmwns
myourm:ns.
Mpmhamuremn
hlamlogln:mfsdordﬂom
an the eve of the only plan that
would free up logging after three
yeatsutaccumnjun:ﬂon
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are expected to seek a new jxgunc-
tiop to again stop the forest plan
soon after 1t is filed

The administradon’s plan is
scheduled to be presented to Us
District Judge William D
S=amle on:Thursday. The i be-
hind the forest plan is to resume
salling fimber on 2 limited scale in
Padfic Northwest forests.

Logging has been banned across
federal forests that have endangered
northern spofted owls in Ore
Washington and Northern
nia since Dwyer ruled in 1981 that
government timber harvests ‘were
violating environmental laws.

The Clinton administration bss
proposed slashing logging levels in
thereglonbllhﬂhonboaxﬂtm—
about one-fourth the annual average
of the 1980s — in order to Lt Dwy-
er's lo g injunction.

linton administration would
hke to qvoid congressionial involve-
ment. Clinton has said he wants a
solution within existing laws.

Jim Lyons, assistant secretary of

agriculture, said he was not sur
—and e tha Hmhor industrv's
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Meanwhile, environsmentsl groups

X wmnthenepamnatotwml

“Itsimmc the forest industry has
spent decades frying to avoid migo
management and naw they want 19
throw it to Congress,” Lyons sald. .

ond Rutzick spoke-at the

Lyons
,dodngduat‘thehvoda:cnnfm

enca.af the Notthwest Fomh-y ‘As-
soclation on Tuesday.

The industry lawsuits would ba
filed against the U.S Forest Servicg
and Bureau of Land Management,
alleging they are acting illegally in
mplemennng Clinton's plans. .

Once the plan is found illegal, said
Rutzick, “Tt would not surprise me
1o see-the agenaesth:owupthzm
bands and say we can'tdoit™ = |

That. he said. might push the m.at1
ter into Congress.

The industry hopes Congress wﬂi
increass the timber cut far beyond
the 1.1 billion board feer named in
Clinton’s plan under What is known
as “Option Nine.” At the pesk of the
timber harvest in the lmls,
was cut 1n the same forests at the
rate of more than s billion board i‘eet
per vear.

A board [oot is onemch thick bY
onefoot square. It takes gbour 16,000
bozrd feet to bulld &
2,000.square-foot frame house. .

“Once Optian Ning is filed, it leads
us back to Judge Jackson's wurt."
Rutzick said.

Judge Thomas Penfield Jacksom
of the U.S. District Court for the Dis-
trict of Columbis. ruled in March
that the Clinton administration vio-
lated open meenngs law in prepar-
ing its Northwest forest plan, but he
declined to rule that the plan itself

gress to get involved and increase harvests.
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Officials: Finding Legal Forest Plan Was Harder Than They
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By SCOTT SONNER= Associated Press Writer=

WASHINGTON (AP) The Clinton administration didn’t
fully understand what it was getting itself into when it
made the Northwest forest crisis an early priority,
pledging to save jobs and trees, too, officials
acknowledged Thursday.

VWIt was more complicated than we thought going in and
tougher to do than we thought going in,’’ William Stelle,
associate director of the White House Office on
Environmental Policy, said in an interview.

It was not clear until preparations for the plan were
under way how low the logging levels would have to fall to
meet all U.S. environmental laws, said Assistant Interior
Secretary George Frampton Jr., former head of The
Wilderness Society.

‘'It meets every environmental law that can be applied.
We now know how hard it is to do that. It is much more
difficult than we thought,’’ Frampton said.

‘‘These are the gateways you have to walk through to
get any harvests. We have walked through the gateways and
it is a very big house. It’s been a hell of a lot more
complicated than people thought a year ago,’’ he said.

Frampton said it would be difficult to come up with any
other plan that would provide as much timber and still
comply with the laws.

‘‘\Not only is this the best thing for the forests of
the Northwest, it is the only thing that will produce
timber harvests over the long term and protect the
forests,’’ Frampton said.

V\To those who wish higher levels of timber harvests,
without a scientifically based and legally defensible
plan, we don’t have any harvests,’’ he said.



VWIf this is put into effect in good faith, a half a
century from now you will still have a real sustained
timber program on these forests. Nothing has been done
over the past 50 years that would have allowed for that in
the future,’’ he said.

Forest Service Chief Jack Ward Thomas said the lower
logging levels were precipitated by new research and data
as well as the public’s evolving view of forest values.

‘\2'I’d say the rules changed in the early 1980s and
1990s. ... I don’t find villains. I don’t find plots,’’ he
said of past practices.

‘\WI find we changed our minds about what we wanted to
produce from those forests. We ran afoul of the Endangered
Species Act and we began to change those values. It’s a
change in circumstances.’’

Thomas said the harvest reductions wouldn’t have been
so dramatic if the government have faced the reality of



overcutting a decade ago.

‘\WIf we looked back on it and saw a lesson to be
learned, it would be that when you face tough issues,
don’t dawdle. Don’t allow your options to be eroded,’’ he
said.

\WIf we’d addressed this issue 12 years ago, I think
the situation would be a lot less painful in terms of
economic and social impacts.’’

Forest Plan Touted as Last Chance for Sustainable Harvest

By TIM KLASS= Associated Press Writer=

SEATTLE (AP) President Clinton’s Pacific Northwest
forest plan is a national model for ecosystem management
and opponents have yet to offer a suitable alternative,
top administration officials say.

‘‘We are radically changing how we are going to manage
the forests of the Pacific Northwest,’’ said James Lyons,
an assistant agriculture secretary with jurisdiction over
the U.S. Forest Service.

‘\'We’re going to fight for this plan. We think it’s the
best that government and science can do,’’ Lyons said
Thursday.

‘'The plan is scientifically credible and it is legally
sufficient and it is probably the only way we are going to
be able to move forward to end the gridlock in the forests
of the Pacific Northwest,’’ said assistant interior
secretary George Frampton Jr., former president of The
Wilderness Society.

Lyons and Frampton said the plan would assure:

A steady supply of timber, although at levels far
lower than in the boom years of the 1980s, from federal
lands in Washington, Oregon and northern California.

A measure of economic stability.

Protection for the rare, threatened and endangered
species that depend on old-growth timber.

Greater recreational opportunities as the forests are
restored to health.

President Clinton issued a statement hailing the plan,
which was filed with U.S. District Judge William Dwyer
late Thursday in Seattle.

‘‘We are taking the single most important step toward
once again having a steady flow of timber to Pacific
Northwest mills ... sustainable management of our nation’s
precious natural resources,’’ Clinton said.

Logging has been banned in Northwest forests with the
threatened northern spotted owl since May 1991 when Dwyer
ruled the Bush administration was deliberately violating
U.S. environmental laws protecting fish and wildlife.

The Bush administration failed in repeated attempts to



craft a plan that was legally acceptable to Dwyer. The
judge gave the Clinton administration until Thursday to
come up with a new plan.

The plan drew cautious praise from Sen. Patty Murray,
D-Wash., harsh criticism from Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash.,
and a ringing endorsement from Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt.,
chairman of the Senate Agriculture Committee.

V'The forest plan marks one of the first times that
federal agencies have gone beyond a few species to target
ecosystem health as a long-term goal,’’ Leahy said.

Murray called it ‘‘the best attempt yet’’ and said it
should be given a chance to work. Gorton said it would
leave ‘‘timber families and communities with virtually no
reliable timber harvest over the next decade.’’

The proposal, accompanied by a request that Dwyer 1lift
his 3-year-old injunction against logging on millions of
acres where spotted owls live, would protect three-fourths
of the region’s old-growth forest.

By 1997, timber sales would rise from 160,000 board
feet this year to an annual harvest of 1.1 billion board
feet, the maximum level the president’s scientists believe
is legally possible in the long run.

Cutting in the 1980s sometimes approached 4 billion
board feet a year.

A board foot is one foot square by one inch thick. It
takes about 10,000 board feet of lumber to build a typical
single-family home.

Tommy Thompson, president of the National Association
of Home Builders, and other industry and union leaders
said they would fight in court and in Congress for higher
harvest levels.

Leaders of the Sierra Club and Audubon Society said
logging should be more limited and log exports from
private lands should be banned to keep sawmills in
business.

The plan may mean ‘‘just a slower death’’ for
old-growth forest stands, said Bill Arthur, Sierra Club
regional director in Seattle.

‘Do they want to continue the gridlock and the
uncertainty and the suffering out there?’’ Lyons said.
‘'The real question is what alternative is there.’’

Preparation for timber sales under the plan could start
within 30 days, and bidding could begin within six months,
Lyons said.

He said he hoped about 320,000 board feet could be
offered next year and twice as much in 1995-96, after
which the sustainable level would be reached.

The plan offers the hope of rehabilitating federal
forest lands in 25 years or more, which in turn ‘‘will
expand the recreation base of the region three or four
times,’’ Frampton said.

The plan takes effect May 14, but Frampton said it
could be a few more weeks before Dwyer’s injunction is
lifted if the judge allows extra time for opponents to



file briefs explaining their objections.

He and Lyons said the government hopes to consolidate
any challenges into one case before Dwyer.

Last month U.S. District Judge Thomas Penfield Jackson
ruled in Washington, D.C., that the plan was developed in
violation of open meetings laws.

Jackson refused a timber industry move to block the
plan but said he might consider a new challenge once the
document was formally adopted, the step the government
took Thursday.

Farming Today= By United Press International= -15-=
Final U.S. timber plan filed=

The?Clinton administration?Thursday has filed its final
revision of a plan for logging in the U.S. Northwest. The
government yesterday (Thursday) asked a federal judge in
Seattle to 1lift an injunction banning logging on 17
million acres of national forest land in Northern
California, Oregon and Washington.

Environmental groups and timber industry
representatives called the plan inadequate.

The president said the plan will restore forests and
provide sustainable management for forests. ‘‘It is
environmentally credible and backed by the best
available?science,’’?President Clinton said in a prepared
statement. ‘‘It meets the high standards required by the
federal court and expected by the American people.’’

Challenges to the plan are expected. About 70 percent
of remaining unprotected old growth would be placed in
reserve under the plan, and timber sales would drop to
about one quarter of 1980s levels, but much more than
under the current injunction.

The forest management plan culminates a year-long
process that stemmed from the Pacific Northwest Forest
Conference last year.

Administration files final timber plan

SEATTLE, April 14 (UPI) The?Clinton?administration
filed Thursday its final revision of a plan for logging in
the Northwest, asking a federal judge in Seattle to lift
an injunction banning logging on 17 million acres of
national forest land in Northern California, Oregon and
Washington.

Environmental groups and timber industry represenatives
have called the plan inadequate.

The president said the plan will restore forests and
provide sustainable management for forests.

‘\2'It is environmentally credible and backed by the best
available ?science,’’?President Clinton said in a prepared



statement. ‘‘It meets the high standards required by the
federal court and expected by the American people.’’

Details of the plan have been public for months and
challenges to it are expected. About 70 percent of
remaining unprotected old growth would be placed in
reserve under the plan, and timber sales would drop to
about one quarter of 1980s levels, but much more than
under the current injunction.

The forest management plan culminates a year-long
process that stemmed from the Pacific Northwest Forest
Conference last year.

‘\'This plan is a realistic compromise, both protecting
jobs in the region and addressing the environmental
concerns of the area,’’ said Agriculture Secretary Mike
Espy. ‘‘The plan outlines a strategy for preserving our
natural resources, while recognizing the role timber plays
in the Northwest economy.’’

The plan was filed with U.S. District Court Judge
William Dwyer, the same judge who ordered the logging ban,
largely to protect the northern spotted owl.

Dwyer has set a hearing date next Wednesday to hear if
the parties to the dispute can agree on a plan for
implementing the injuction. Dwyer is not under a deadline
to issue a ruling, according to his staff, and is not
likely to deal with the injunction in less than four weeks.

But such agreement is not likely. Attorneys for the
timber industry have vowed to institgate court challenges
to the plan.

‘‘The long trail of broken promises form the Clinton
administration to forest products workers grows even
longer,’’ said Michael Draper of the Western Council of
Industrial Workers.

‘\'The administration continues to abandon forest
products workers, our families and our communities by
failing to produce a forest plan for the region that will
provide a reasonable amount of timber for milling,’’
Draper said.

The Seirra Club was equally unimpressed.

‘'While the plan is a significant improvement from the
grim days of the Reagan and Bush administrations, it will
not accomplish the level of protection critical to save
the last 10 percent of the ancient forests,’’ said Bruce
Hamilton, Sierra Club’s Conservation Director.



More Lawsuits to Come, Timber Industry Wants Congress to
Intervene
By JEFF BARNARD= Associated Press Writer=

GRANTS PASS, Ore. (AP) The battles over Northwest
forests don’t end with the filing of President Clinton’s
plan for lifting the federal court injunction against
logging in habitat of the northern spotted owl.

More lawsuits over the legality of the plan known as
‘'Option 9/’ are assured, and support is building for
restrictions on log exports to make up for cutbacks in
timber harvest on national forests.

The Native Forest Council, a small environmental group
in Eugene, has promised to file a lawsuit to stop Option
9, claiming that any logging on national forests is too
much because only 5 percent of the ancient forest remains.

‘'‘We want a legal and scientific plan that acknowledges
the current tragic state of public forests, watersheds,’’
said Tim Hermach, director of the council.

The mainstream environmental groups that joined in the
lawsuit that stopped logging in owl habitat three years
ago haven’t said yet whether they will sue over Option 9,
but they are clearly unhappy with it.

‘Z'Clinton caved in to the industry’s cries for more
logs from the public’s last ancient forests and ignored
the fact that this same industry is shipping 1.8 billion
board feet of raw logs overseas every year for record
profits,’’ said Jim Pissot, head of the National Audubon
Society’s office in Olympia, Wash.

One source in the environmental movement said the
mainstream organizations are moving away from the idea of
compromise and will eventually decide to file a lawsuit of
their own.

‘'The plan doesn’t cut it ecologically and it doesn’t
cut it legally,’’ said the source, who spoke on the
condition of anonymity.

Though officially undecided over a lawsuit, the timber
industry has indicated it is unlikely to sue over Option
9. However, it holds an ace in the hole with a federal
court ruling that the forest plan was built without full
participation of the public.

V'One thing we will not do is to seek to stop
implementation of Option 9,,’’ said Ralph Saperstein, vice
president of the Northwest Forestry Association. ‘‘We want
it to proceed with its meager timber sale volume while we
have a court determine that the basis of Option 9 is
legally flawed.’’

Environmentalists have long held that the best way to
make up for the cuts in logging on national forests is to
stop the export of logs cut on private lands by companies
such as Weyerhaeuser.

Oofficially, the timber industry still opposes any
limits on log exports from private lands.

But Andy Kerr, conservation director of the Oregon



Natural Resources Council, predicted that timber interests
that rely on logs cut on federal lands will soon drop
their opposition.

‘2‘Looking forward, I consider the industry conspiracy
of silence on log exports will be ending soon,’’ Kerr
said.

Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., agreed.

‘\'‘There is a growing schism in the industry,’’ he said.

DeFazio has called on Clinton to impose administrative
limits on private log exports, but the White House hasn’t
been willing to do that. The next move is to try to amend
the Export Administration Act when it comes up for
renewal.

DeFazio said he would offer amendments declaring that
there is a timber shortage in the Northwest and the
secretary of commerce should restrict exports.

V2'I have labor support. I’m working on support from a
number of larger firms in the industry,’’ DeFazio said.
‘WI expect there would be strong environmental support.
That sounds like a pretty good coalition.’’

With recession in Japan, demand for export logs at
premium prices has dropped, allowing some Oregon mills to
stay in business by buying timber cut in Washington that
would otherwise be shipped overseas, DeFazio said.

‘'Even if they (the timber industry) don’t want to
restrict exports to get an immediate supply of timber to
their mills, they’re going to have to do it politically if
they want any other legislation on timber issues,’’
DeFazio said. ‘‘One of the greatest weaknesses of their
argument is why do they need more timber when they are
exporting logs.’’

AM-WA-?Clinton-Forests, ?Bjt, 950

Clinton Administration Pushes Pacific Northwest Forest
Plan

By TIM KLASS= Associated Press Writer=

SEATTLE (AP) A forest plan attacked by both timber and

environmental groups may be the last chance for a
sustainable harvest in national forests of the Pacific
Northwest, top Clinton administration officials said
Thursday.

‘'Do they want to continue the gridlock and the
uncertainty and the suffering out there?’’ said James
Lyons, an assistant agriculture secretary with
jurisdiction over the U.S. Forest Service. ‘‘The real
question is, what alternative is there?’’

Lyons and Assistant Interior Secretary George Frampton
Jr., former president of The Wilderness Society, touted
the plan as a national model for ecosystem management that
would assure:

A steady supply of timber, although at levels far



lower than in the boom years of the 1980s, from federal
lands in Washington, Oregon and northern California.

A measure of economic stability.

Protection for the rare, threatened and endangered
species that depend on old-growth timber.

Greater recreational opportunities as the forests are
restored to health.

‘‘We are radically changing how we are going to manage
the forests of the Pacific Northwest,’’ Lyons said.

In Washington, D.C., President Clinton issued a
statement hailing the plan filed with U.S. District Judge
William Dwyer here late Thursday.

‘‘We are taking the single most important step toward
once again having a steady flow of timber to Pacific
Northwest mills ... sustainable management of our nation’s
precious natural resources,’’ Clinton said.

The plan drew cautious praise from Sen. Patty Murray,
D-Wash., harsh criticism from Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash.,
and a ringing endorsement from Sen. Patrick Leahy,
D-Vt.,?chairman?of the Senate Agriculture Committee.

‘\‘\The forest plan marks one of the first times that
federal agencies have gone beyond a few species to target
ecosystem health as a long-term goal,’’ Leahy said.

Murray called it ‘‘the best attempt yet’’ and said it
should be given a chance to work.

Gorton, however, said it would leave ‘‘timber families
and communities with virtually no reliable timber harvest
over the next decade.’’

The proposal, accompanied by a request that Dwyer 1lift
his 3-year injunction against logging on millions of acres
where threatened northern spotted owls live, would protect
three-fourths of the region’s old-growth forest.

By 1997, timber sales would rise from this year’s
160,000 board feet to an annual harvest of 1.1 billion
board feet, the maximum level Clinton administration
scientists believe is legally possible in the long run.

Cutting in the 1980s sometimes approached 4 billion
board feet a year, a rate Lyons said could have doomed the
old-growth forest ecosystem.

A board foot is one foot square by one inch thick. It
takes about 10,000 board feet of lumber to build a typical
single-family home.

Tommy Thompson, president of the National Association
of Home Builders, and other industry and union leaders
said they would fight in court and in Congress for higher
harvest levels.

Environmentalists said they would demand tighter
restrictions.

‘\'Nothing is going to change,’’ Thompson said. ‘‘Even
without court challenges, any new timber sales have to
clear an impossible tangle of watershed assessments and
conflicting forest laws.'’’

Leaders of the Sierra Club and Audubon Society said
logging should be more limited and log exports from



private lands should be banned to keep sawmills in
business.

The plan may mean ‘‘just a slower death’’ for
old-growth forest stands, said Bill Arthur, Sierra Club
regional director in Seattle.

The administration is ‘‘going to fight for this plan.
We think it’s the best that government and science can
do,’’ Lyons said.

‘‘The plan is scientifically credible and it is legally
sufficient and it is probably the only way we are going to
be able to move forward to end the gridlock in the forests
of the Pacific Northwest,’’ Frampton said.

Preparation for timber sales under the plan could start
within 30 days, and bidding could begin within six months,
Lyons said.

He said he hopes about 320,000 board feet could be
offered next year and twice as much in 1995-96, after
which the sustainable level would be reached.

The plan offers the hope of rehabilitating federal
forest lands in 25 years or more, which in turn ‘‘will
expand the recreation base of the region three or four
times,’’ Frampton said.

Two late changes in the plan emerged as key potential
sticking points.

One eases requirements for scientific assessments that
must be done before trees are cut in key watersheds.
Frampton said more detailed requirements would be imposed
in a about 2&1/2 years following completion of pilot
studies.

The other postpones the deadlines for surveys of 76
lesser known species of plants and animals to determine
whether any are threatened or endangered.

Those changes were necessary to avoid a near-total ban
on logging in key watersheds for three years and to speed
up the pace of cutting to meet the sustainable harvest
level, Frampton said.

The plan is scheduled to take effect on May 14, but
Frampton said it could be several more weeks before
Dwyer’s injunction is lifted if the judge allows extra
time for opponents to file briefs explaining their
objections.

He and Lyons said the government hopes to consolidate
any challenges into one case before Dwyer.

Last month U.S. District Judge Thomas Penfield Jackson
ruled in Washington, D.C., that the plan was developed in
violation of open meetings laws.

Jackson refused a timber industry move to block the
plan but said he might consider a new challenge once the
document was formally adopted, the step the government
took Thursday.



As expected, the administration asked the judge today to
lift the injunction and pave the way for federal timber
sales that could begin as early as August, said Jack Ward
Thomas, Chief of the U.S. Forest Service.

Unless the judge decides to 1lift the injunction
immediately, it will take about 30 days for the Forest
Service to begin implementing the plan to give time to
those who want to challenge it in court.

‘'We expect litigation,’’ said Stelle. ‘‘We’re ready
for it.’’

Since 1991, Dwyer has banned most timber sales in
Washington, Oregon and northern California to ensure the
protection of threatened species. The Bush administration
failed in its attempts to submit a forest plan acceptable
to Dwyer. The judge gave the Clinton administration until
Thursday to devise a plan.

Timber industry leaders said that they have not decided
whether to challenge the plan. But both industry and union
leaders said it does not provide enough logging to support
timber-dependent communities.

‘\'“This is a slap in the face to timber workers,’’ said
Michael Draper, executive secretary of the Western Council
of Industrial Workers.

Added the American Forest & Paper Association:
‘‘Today’s announcement of a new forest plan and
environmental impact statement provides no surprises and
no timber,’’ said Mark Rey, the group’s vice president.

Stelle said the plan is similar to the so-called
V'Option 9/’ plan that would reduce federal logging in the
Northwest to 1.1 billion board feet annually over 10 years
as compared to 1980’s levels of 4 billion to 5 billion
feet annually.

The Forest Service’s Thomas said that in 1995 federal
logging in the Northwest would average 250 billion-400
billion board feet, jumping to 850 billion board feet when
the plan is ‘‘fully operational.’’

Under the plan, the northern spotted owl, endangered
salmon species and the threatened marbled murrelet would
be protected on 15.5 million acres of land in Oregon,
western Washington and northern California. In addition,
the species are already protected on another 7.3 million
acres of land in the region reserved by Congress.

Of the total 15.5 million acres, the administration
plan would set-aside:

7.4 million acres in Late Successional Reserves, old
growth forests that represents 30 percent of the federal
land within the range of the spotted owl.

1.5 million acres in 10 Adaptive Management Areas, 6
percent of the federal land where the northern spotted owl
lives, would be used to design and test new ecological
management plans. Timber harvests will be allowed on this
land.

1.5 million acres in recreational and back country
land not in timber harvest zones.



2.6 million acres in Riparian Reserves, or 11 percent
of the federal land where the northern spotted owl lives,
that border streams and valleys where logging would be
restricted. And,

4 million acres in a Matrix outside of the designated
reserves where there would be logging if environmental
rules were followed.

BC-USA-TIMBER 1STLD
ADMINISTRATION TO ASK TIMBER INJUNCTION BE LIFTED
(EDS: Updates with?Clinton?statement, paras 3-4)

By Martin Wolk

SEATTLE, April 14 (Reuter) - The Clinton
administration Thursday filed a plan to protect the
old-growth habitat of the northern spotted owl and asked a
judge to 1lift a ban that has halted federal timber sales in
the Pacific Northwest.

‘“The plan outlines a strategy for preserving our
natural resources, while recognizing the role timber
plays in the Northwest economy,’’ Agriculture Secretary
Mike Espy said in a joint statement issued by the
Agriculture and Interior departments.

In Washington, President Clinton said the decision
marked the beginning of a new era for the Pacific
Northwest and ‘’offers a hopeful break from the past.’’

‘‘We are taking the single most important step toward
once again having a steady flow of timber to Pacific
Northwest mills,’’ he said. ‘‘At the same time, the plan
provides for sustainable management of our nation’s
precious natural resources.’’

The plan was criticised by timber industry officials
and environmental groups.

Administration officials said that in addition to the
long-awaited final forest plan, they had filed a motion
asking U.S. District Judge William Dwyer in Seattle to
lift his May 1991 order banning sales of federal timber in
the Northwest.

Sales of timber on federal land in Washington, Oregon
and northern California have been virtually halted since
the order, issued in connection with a 1989 lawsuit filed
by the National Audubon Society and other environmental
groups.

The final decision coupled with the Environmental
Impact Statement fulfill an order set by Dwyer before the
injunction could be lifted.

‘‘We have met the legal requirements and now hope to
move the management of federal forests out of the
courtrooms and back into the hands of resource managers,’’



Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt said in the release.
‘'This action helps us avoid future injunctions over
the same issue in the very same region,’’ he said.
An Audubon Society official said the plan failed to
protect Northwest forests and fisheries sufficiently.
‘‘We applaud President Clinton’s efforts,’’ said
society Vice President Brock Evans in a statement.
‘‘However, we are disappointed by his failure to fully
protect the country’s last remaining ancient forest,
salmon and other old growth dependent species,’’ he said.
James Geisinger, president of the Northwest Forestry
Association, called the plan ‘‘fatally flawed.’’
‘\'This final proposal is not the balanced solution the
president promised,’’ he said.
REUTER

bc-home-builders-forests
TO NATIONAL, BUSINESS AND ENVIRONMENTAL EDITORS:

STATEMENT OF TOMMY THOMPSON, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL
ASSOCIATION OF HOME BUILDERS, IN REACTION TO RELEASE OF
CLINTON ADMINISTRATION’S

FINAL FOREST PLAN

WASHINGTON, April 14 /PRNewswire/ -- The following is
the statement of Tommy Thompson, president of the National
Association of Home Builders, in reaction to the release
of the Clinton administration’s final forest plan:

"Unfortunately, it’s clear before the ink is even dry
on the plan, that nothing is going to change. That means
no timber will be released from region six, the lumber
market will continue to be unsteady and lumber prices will
continue to fluctuate, driving up new home prices.

"Environmentalist groups have already said they will
challenge the plan. Even without court challenges, any
new timber sales have to clear an impossible tangle of
watershed assessments and conflicting forest laws. It is
clear that Congress should intervene with sufficiency
language to end the seemingly endless gridlock associated
with this forest plan."

-0- 4/14/94

JCONTACT: Cynthia Adcock of the National Association
of Home Builders, 202-822-0450/ CO: National Association
of Home Builders ST: District of Columbia IN: PAP ENV
SU: EXE KD-DT -- DC045 -- 1897 04-14-94 16:40 EDT
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ADMINISTRATION ESTIMATES 29,000
IN LOST JOBS UNDER TIMBER PLAN

By PAMELA BROGAN=

Gannett News Service=

WASHINGTON President?Clinton’s?plan for logging in the
Pacific Northwest areas that are home to the threatened
northern spotted owl will result in 29,000 lost jobs, the
administration said Thursday.

According to the final plan submitted to U.S. District
Judge William Dwyer in Seattle, Oregon would lose 16,700
jobs, Washington 9,500 jobs and California 2,800 jobs
compared to the number they had in 1990, when the northern
spotted owl was listed by the government as endangered.

Yet, the White House has no plans to increase the $1.2
billion in community assistance grants it has already
announced to retrain workers.

‘\'We’re not changing any assistance other than the $1.2
billion community assistance package’’ said Will Stelle,
assistant director of the White House Office
of?Environmental?Policy.

Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., said the administration’s
aid package was inadequate to make good on Clinton’s
promise that no jobs would be lost under the plan.

“\WI’m going to keep beating on the administration to
give us more money, DeFazio said. ‘‘I think they’re
heading for big trouble here from a political standpoint
if they don’t.’’

But Sen. Bob Packwood, R-Ore., said he doubted that the
Northwest would ever get the full $1.2 billion.

‘\‘We’ve been conned,’’ he said. ‘‘We’ll only see a
piddly amount of that money, especially with this budget
crunch.’’

Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., said she was cautiously
optimistic about the plan.

\'It is my strong feeling that this plan is not
perfect,’’ said Murray. ‘‘I am particularly concerned
about its short-term economic implications.’’

The reaction of Rep. Al Swift, D-Wash., was mixed.

“WIf you look at it from the perspective of the hey-day
of the timber industry, it’s very bad news,’’ Swift said.
‘'But if you look at since there’s been a total shut-down,
it’s not that bad. As far as Congress’ involvement,
there’s no guarantee that we’ll do anything that industry
would like better.

V'\But there’s no question that there needs to be more
money to help our workers. We have three senators on the
Appropriations Committee to help with that.’’

Those senators are: Mark Hatfield, R-Ore., the ranking
minority member; Slade Gorton, R-Wash., and Murray.

Rep. Jolene Unsoeld, D-Wash., said the plan was the only
viable alternative to end the gridlock. ‘‘It’s bitter
medicine for those who have lost their jobs, but I don’t
know of another alternative,’’ she said..
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Industry
to take
forest plan
to court

& WITH PRESIDENT
CLINTON'’S Northwest
forest plan due to be
presented to U.S. District
Judge William Dwyer
tomorrow, opponents in the
tsmber industyy have
planned a strategy of court
challenges with the intent of
throwing the question back

to Congress.

BY ERIC PrYNE
Seattle Timas siaff reporizr
STEVENSON, Skamania
County — The timber industry,
pushing for more logs for its-
milla, will file two lawsuits in
federal court in Washington,
D.C., to overturn President Clin-
ton's Narthwest forest plan, a top
induetry lawyer aaid yesterday.
The final plan is scheduled to
be unveiled, adopted and submit-

ted to U.S, District Judge William -

Dwyer in Sesttle tomorrow. It's

expected to be similar to a ver-

sion released in late February.
Legnlly, it's full of holes, Port-

land attorney Mark Rutsick »aid,

“They have created what the
Air Porce at the time of the
bombing of Baghdad called a ‘tar-
get-rich environment,’ " Rutsick
told ‘the annual meeting of the
Northwest Foreatry Association.

He said industry’s strategy is
to have the courts nullify Clin-
ton’s plan and order preparation
of a new one. That could prompt
the Forest Service and other
affected agencies to “throw up

their hands,” Rutzick said. And -
that, in turn, could push the issue '

back to Congress -~ an industry
goal,

3OINY3S MHvd TYNOILYN

“They (members of Con.
greas) are the only ones who °
could change these laws and re- '
solve these conflicts,” Rutrick
said. !

He said the lawsuits will be
filed in Washington, D.C., rather
than Seattle or Portland because
recent courtroom victogies in the
capital have established it as “a
more favorable forum” for indus-

Assistant Agriculture Secre-
tary Jim Lyons, who spoke later,
said the industry’s plans don™
surprise him.

“They have every right in the —
world to sue if they choose,” said
Lyons, who oversees the Forest
Service. But if Congress gets
back into the fray, he said, the
result could be legislative micro-
management. R

Most timber sales in older
federal foreata of Western Wash-
ington, Western Oregon and
Northern California have been
barred since 1991 by Dwyer. He
has ruled previous management
plans don't adequately protect
wildlife, agreeing with environ-
mental groups that challenged
those plans,

- Congress couldn't resolve the

PLEASE 528 TimberoN B 2

v
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“CONTINUED FROM B 1

“issue during the Bush administra.

tion. Clinton and his aides decided
months ago on an administrative
solution, opting to satisfy Dwyer
‘rather than asking Congress to over-
fide him.

The most recent version of their
Plan estimates logging on affected
federal foreats would drop to 1.1 bil-
lion board feet a year, less than one-
quarter the level of the 1980s.

" Even that leval wowdn't be
,ruch_d. ed untl 1897, officials have
oai

The Clinton plan already has suf-

fered one legul setback. U.S. District
Judge Thomas Penfield Jackaon of
Washington, D.C., ruled last month
that the scientific team that
Jhe document violated a federal
~open-meetings law.
-~ In that inetance, the lawsuit was
Hled by the Northwest Forest Re-
ources Council, represented by
Riuesick. Although Jackson didn't
Jhlock adoption of the plan, Rutrick
mmejudgommghgghdindm?
;o challenge the plan's legality once it
~wes adopted.

=" Rutnick sxid the industry will file
.ane lawyuit challenging Clinton's
“Blueprint for Forest Service lands in
"2l three states, another challenging
J&pteu:pdom’ for2 mﬂlioBu acres in
POregon managed by the Bureau of
'hnd Management.

»_ In some cases, the agencies are
-governed by different laws.

~ GRutzick seid the industry will

FIINY3S HYYd TYNOILYUN

challenge the legality of the Fareat
Service's so-called vigbility rule, ane
of the underpinnings of Dwyer’s rul-
ings. It says enough habitat must be
provided to support “viable” popula-
tions of native vertebrate species —
birds, fish, mammsls — “well-dis-
tributed” in each national forest.
Other forest uses against which
wildlife must legally be balanced —
timber supply, water, grazing, rec-
reation — have become secondary
under the viability rule, Rutzick said.
He wid the Clinuto:t plan vioh&a
lega) requirements that national for-
ests be managed for multiple uses.
Rutzick said the admunistration
also violated the National . Environ-
mental Policy Act, the law requiring
full discussion and disclosure of a
proposal’s environmental conse-

Quences, by:

Logging industry to sue

¢ Delegating preparation of an |

environmental-impact statement to
thl:n. scientific team that wrote the
P

o Failing to consider a broader
range of alternatives,

® [gnoring scientific evidence
presented by indmh:y. bee

Although they have been critical
of the Clinton plan, the 12 eaviron-
mental groupe that are plaintiffs in

Dwyer’s court have not yet said

whether they will chall it.

If they do and succsed in extend-
ing the timber-sale ban, it could
increase pressure on Congress to get
involved.

Other environmental groups have

sid they intend to take the Clinton
plan to court, howeverg!
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“Clinton forest plan

goes to judge today

Environmentalists,
timber groups plan
on legal challenges

g{ Rob Taylor

Resolving arcane questions
about slugs and pristine water-
sheds, the Clinton administration
yesterday began to unveil its final
Northwest forest plan, even while
interest groups prepared to at-
tack it

The administration i3 to sub.
mit its plan to a federal judge
here today. It culminates five
years of struggle, study and plan-
ning triggered by a series of
court-ordered federal logging
bans.

Already, environmenta! and
timber groups and antagonists in
the timber wars are attacking the
rlnu and preparing to challenge
t in court.

Timber interests call it a total
fallure. Many in the timber indus-
try hope to extend the legal
gridlock so Congress will inter
vene and boost timber sales.

Some environmental groups
are pressing to extend their legal

FJINY3S HY9d TTUNOILYN

B Whitewater: Clinton defends
handling of situetion. Psge A3

B Reform: Forest Service seeks
advice, gets it. Page A7

campalgn against timber sales.
The Wilderness Society calls the
president’s plan deeply flawed.

Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash.
urged people to ignore such pro-
tests. After a briefing on the plan,
she gave it her endorsemant.

“We finally have a chance to
put something on the table and
move forward, and I hope that
everyone will give it a chance to
work,” she sald last night.

Meanwhile, the administra-
tion moved to consolidate chal-

lenges to the plan here before

U.S. District Judge Willlam

Dwyer and asked him to expedite _

them.

In part, the move appeared
simed at avoiding U.S. District
.Iud&e Thomas Penfield Jackson
in Washington, D.C. Jackson has
ruled that the administration vic-
Iated procedural rules in devel-
oping the plen. Timber industry
lawyers say they will ask Jackson
to invalidate the Clinton plan.

See OWLS, Page A9
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UWIS: “lhere s certainiy some
risk involved,’ researcher says

From Page 1

The cross flre disturbs Eric
Forsman, whote northern spottad
owl research helped craate that
feathered poster child of the old-
growth forest movement.

“I'm not feeling comfortable
with what both sides are daing,”
Forsman said this week

“There's certainly some risk
involved,” the blologist said from
his Corvallis, Ore., U.S. Forest
Service lab. “But in my opinion,
O:t:;n‘l:z:a (lthe fcb"uml's. plan)iss
P plan for owls.”

In fact, the plan goes fur
beyond owls. It is an unprecedent-
ed experiment in lmdnar- plan-
ning for hundreds of apecies.

¢ plan will change linle
from earlier drafts, according to
congressional sources who were
briefed on it yestardsy. The last
published version would put

about 7.4 million acres of Paciflc ..

Northwest foderal lands into old-
growth forest reserves where most
logininuld be prohibited. An-
other 46 million acres would be
preserved in streamside buffers,
at least temporarily.
It is expected to reopen log-
!Iu on about 8.5 million aeres,
ut the administrstion says it will
take three years to get timber
ssles up to its long-term target of
1.1 billion board feet per year,
about 23 pereent of historic lovele.
Sources said the sdministre-
tion aiso plans to announce today
that it will not set aside land to
protect such nonvertsbrate ani-
mals and plants as slugs and
lichens, unleas they are listed as
thresatened or endangered Moves
to prevent declines of higher
animals will ¢continue oven if they
don't risk extinction. In another
move to clerify ambiguity, the
administration plans to allow
.some harvests in pristine key
watersheds before they are fully
-analyzed. o
Federal officials say the rhn
could become a prototype for land
mansgers across the natlon Al-
-ready Its approach is being imitat-
Tt
n, ngton & aho
and the Sierrs Nevada and Rocky
,Mountains, Its leading architeet,
-blologist Jack Ward Thomas, has
:become chief of the Forest Ser-

vice.
. 'The administration bas staked
.much on the plan, which it has
&romobd a5 8 way to end the
‘forest gridlock.
- Noone can predict how it will
.be greeted by its key mlrlent,
‘Dwyer. In an informal poll this
.week, several scientists and tm-
.ber executives predicted that
:Dwyér will approve the plaa and
.relax his rold logging ben.

a his forest summit In Port-

sustainable level of tﬁn'
S MHYd TYNOILYN

waterwayi. .

Timber industry leaders com-
glnln they have been betrayed.

sw sales in 1993 from spotted-
ow] forests were virtually zero,
and 1904 doesn't look much bet- .
ter, said John Hsmpton, chairman
of the Northwest Forest Resource
Council. The administration says
it will sell only about 20 percent
of the 2 billion board feet of lop
that it promised for this ysar
when it unvelled its plan in July.

“Without timber supply, there
is no job I?PIY." said Mike
Draper, executivg secre of the
Western Council of Industrial
Workers, who represents mill.
workers, He says the plan will
cost 60,000 to 80,000 jobs. about
haif of them in the timber {ndus-
try. The administration puts job
loss slightly lower.

The industry has promoted a
goup of scientists who differ with

e authors of Clinton’s plan and
fay their views were excluded,

The plan Is “an abuse of
science,” said Robert Lee, a pro-
fessor of forest soclology In the
University of Washington's Col-
lege of Forest Resources.

Many of these sclontista argue
that some tmber cu is need-
ed to restore habitat
forests. Chadwick Oliver, a UW
silviculture professor, says the
plan is on a misconception
that old-growth forests can Dde
prese in s steady state. He
predicts big fires,

From environmnentalists come
protasts that the administration
would keep cutting old growth
and punching rosds into roadless
areas, which they say already are
too fragmented. They complain
that the estimated odds of
tarm survival for many animals —
@8 percent for salmon runs —
aren't high enc for many flsh
ang wildlife es

As it bas evolved, the Clinten
plan has ally satisfled many
of those objections. .

Meeting Industry concerns, of-
flelals allowed some thinning of
yeuu:r forests In the p:lln;l :l:
growth reserves, especially in dri- |
er areas most vulneradlc to wild-
fire. They set up adaptive
management areas that offer add-
od flexibllity v ty new logging |

techniques, :

To blunt environmental at-
tacks, the sdminitration broad-
sned some streamside buffers, |

partly for sslmon, and added rules |
to protect rare but little-noticed
species from bats to mnails to
lichens. REEERRY |
Critical details remain vague
or in doudt Repswed debates
bave broken out aver the original’
ustification for the plan, protect-
ng the northern spotted owl. - .
Ninateen prominent ed

‘Clinton pledged < and ressarchars;-noting ‘x Dew"

owls sre.de-
. may fiot_ preservy |I
L Théy called’ for"extended.

"‘protections.
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Perhaps the least-understood truth shoot  mamegervent (rom the cowrtroom 0 the Each side fears the processes the plan o plamg ke says. “We've dready had

. 2 will work aguinst ita imerests. A
c e A 2 is. in ey vespects renges station. It will establish 2 new beseline estublishey . three years of virteslly a0 volume. They're
’:ll.‘ﬁwl' foreat 't end :‘F':":‘whm e eratiom Sibciaks sy s nothing B » praondura mightmare.” wys Sleve gt getting the money 10 do o tia work s
. ¥ h:': won't be mude for montha, perhaps years. ; '?’". - represesnative of the Wi nevey beea done before.

e g L US,District | Clinton oficinie rofily sckpowiodye it fem thaw 1 08 charge,che bt of ey e alirogire the verybest 1Y be yewrs bekore we see wy s
o i W the o oy Bun, within those lmits, the plan still i\dol-.-gvgl-—y.m-!w‘-‘” ‘-'-‘,'i,h"-ﬂ-"“-m e il w0
beginnirg. act the end, of the process, ” sa7% monitor how &'s implemented. We'l bave 2 sdministration will subsmit

be
Thoradey. inistration’ the US. Forest Service and other . . . this week has been more than » yewr
n‘i"‘ ol e Tm]ﬂrl"‘lt’-“"'.-"".': wllows tand maeragers cossidershle diecre- ::dhleullllw-ﬂd:mub D oxaking. The mw’h
O oat. fox ety throe years, Bes oty think mybody believen forest-menage-  tion. That's pardy why both evirommental X7 L o Lo ey of the Port-  phans for fsding S0 comply with enrviroumes-
r&udmm*m memt debates are going to go Tway.” -umdmumhnuinld::l e bamed Nosthwest Forestry Aseociation, ]
1] from the Pacific to the emstera That's mot to suggest the Clinton plan i phan 50 fievoely, and i belps explain why . i vLeast sex Timberon B2
s of the Cascades. ingigrificent. 2 H it fes, i wil return foresi  camp is expected to challenge it i cowrt. slso @ wpprehensive.
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tal laws requiring protection of the northern
spotied owl and other wikilife.

-The fnal plan isn’t expecied to differ
significanily from the version unveiled in
late Febwuary, which draws 2 new map and
proposes a new vocabulary for 17 million
acres of federal forest from Canada to
CenI!iCalﬁmu.

- More than 43 percent would be set aside

mlymwmbﬁmaklumlmwmba
Madlhnk.
. Nine percent would remain off-limits to

Bdnuhumgmhkephcemumd—
hamorleyﬂenhed.ﬂnCirﬂmphn
says, called “watershed analy-

Clinton plan has rules but not all the answers

basin’s s0il, water, fish and wildlife, how
they inter-relate, and how much disturbance
they can withstand.

The trouble is, no one knows yet exactly
what watershed anilyris entails, how much
it will cost, or how long it will lake. “We're
kind of rolling our own,” says Bob Dunbia-
zmier, a planner with the Mount Baker-

je Nationa) Forest.

Pilot watershed analyses are just getting
under way — one is shited on Canyon
Creeh, a Nooksack River tributary in What-
com County. it won’t be fnished until R at
the earliest. Others will take at least a year.

The adsministration iz considering requir-

ing only partial amalysis before decisions on
logging are made in key watersheds. Still,
watershed analysis is certain to be » signifi-
cant undertaking.
The Forest Service has fewer bodies
than a decade ago. And officials scknowiedge
the administration hasn't asked Congress
for the money (o casry out Clinton's plan.

Such uncertainty about watershed analy-
sis — both the process and the owtcome —
prompts timber interests to question when,
even if, logging will resume in roadless
areas and hey walersheds in the matrix.

That, in tiem, makes them wosder if the
administration’s calculation of annual re-

.ponal timber harvest under the plwn — l‘

hiltion board feet — is inflated.

“We don't see the volumes” says West of
the Northwest Forestry Assocation. "it's
one of our biggest concerns.”

Eavironmentafists would like nothing
better than for watershed analysis to result
in bans on logging key watersheds and
roadiess areas. Bt they suspect the Forest
Service wifl be pressured to tilt the other
way (o generate timber volumes.

The matrix isn't'the only tand-manage-

ment category in the Clinton plan that
recnains in flux:
©® What will happen in the 10 karge areas
sisted for “adaplive management™ is a big
mark. The Clinton plan siates
general goals for each and nothing more.
Extensive planning is expected.

officials acknowiedge, when each pational
fomumuanw-mrnmmphn
® The nologging streamside corridors
;z:llgrw:rmnl(nwdﬂn.dlea-m
says, analysis suggests
e wdenl‘ed
Oﬂmsevenlltpmininyolwme
Togging in “Tate-sucoessiomal” reserves, to
environmentalisiz’ dismay.

Stands younger than 80 years can be
thinned, if managers convince a regional
acientific team it would advance their evolu-
can be salvage-logged i 10 acres or more
topples in a fire or windstorm.

Whitney says eovironmemahsts might
be more comfortable with all this hatitude
the scientists who wrote the plan were
responsible for carrying it out. He doesn't
trust the Farest Service to do the job right.

Bat that's just what the Clivon plan
asks.
its forests for a generation, since jong before
anyone heard of a spotted owl

'“legh'ntmphnwm't end the forest
fight — just change it.

ITammnw:Apmﬂeoﬂhefedu:ljudge
wha in 1991 banned most new timber sales
mtheNothsmhmnlﬁxﬂlx,Wilmm
Dwyes of Seattle.
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Timber plan sparks new row over forests

;I! Rob Taylor

Reponer

The Clinton administration, 0ling its
Northwest forest plan yesterday, asked 3
federal court to dissolve its 3-year-old ban

on logging old-, forests,

As expected, the plan met critlclsm from
environmental and timber industry groups,
but was praised by federal officlals and
some politicians as the best chance to

restore the region to environmental heslth

and economic stability.

No legal challenges to the plan were
filed yesterday. Several groups involved in
the case sald decisions on a legal response
were weeks away. Even a group of timber
interests whose lawyer had pledged to sue
said it had not decided whether to chal-
lenge the plan.

In a Seattle news conference, Assistant
Secretary of Agriculture Jim Lyons told
reporters yesterday that the plan is “sclen-
tifically sound, legally sufficient and bal-

anced.” He said it was time to “get forest
management out of the courts and {nto the
forests where it belongs.” :

The Northwest Fo Association
called the plan illegal and fatally {lawed.
The American Forest and Paper Association
called for Congress to step in. The Sierra
Club and Audubon Society sald the plan
gives Inadequate protection to ancient for-
ests.

See LOGQING, Page B2

Logging: Environmental groups want impact studies

From Pege 81

Some environmental groups ob{ect—
ed to a late adjustment that would allow
timber sales during the next two or
three years in relatively pristine areas
ng

Some questioned its decision to
allow some timber sales in the next four
of lower

without analyzing the impact of |
and road-building on the watershed,

years without local surveys
forms of life such as slugs and lichens.

The changes appeared aimed at

o1s780°d

3JINY3S HHvd TYNOILYN

boosting the scant amount of timber that
the administration can sell in the short
term. Officials estimate they will need
three years to get sales up to 1.1 billion.
doard feet, which they project as the
long-term probable sale quantity.

That rate is about 38 percent of
timber sales of the 1880s. The plan
leaves only sbout 5.8 million acres open

. to geners] timber harvesting out of the
Northwest's roughly 24 million acres of
federal land.

In its request to lit the logging

968b £SS 9e@c 1

injunction, the government said a deci-
sion could be made as early as May 6.
But environmental and timber industry
groups are likely to seek more time.
Officials also attempted to head off
en expected bid to atrike down the plan
on grounds that it failed to comply with
faderal public participation require-
ments. Officials said that President
Clinton’s Forest Conference and the
public notice and comments on the plan

* have complied with the spirit, if not the

letter of the law.

6£:80 P66T-81-b0



Forest plan heads for center stage
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Bck. That's not going to benefit the resources of this
r¥gion. It's not going to benefit the communities of this
fegion ... it's only going to benefit the lawyers.”
=~- Lyona and Frampton also said the administration will
move to consolidate all legal challenges to the plan in
Dwyer’s court.

«. The timber industry announced earlier this week it
plans to file lawsuits in Washington, D.C., where a judge
wicently ruled the administration violated procedural
liwa in preparing the plan.
= The Northwest Forestry Association said today the
Glinton plan was prepared illegally and should be
rewritten with the help of Congress. “We think Congresa
needs to weigh in,” said Raiph Saperatein, association
vice president. “The plan needs to be worked on with a
mare balanced group of experts.”

" . The Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund, which repre-
sents environmentalists, said any talk of legal action is

premature.
- “Initiaring new litigation is a serious step,” said Todd
4 «

True, a Seattle-based attormey for the p. “I'm
surprised industry ia able to tefl they don't like it before
they’ve aeen the plan.”

Lyons said new provisions in the final plan include a
break for the ski industry and procedural changes aimed
at moving mare timber to mills over the next few years
while the plan is put into effect.

The plan’s central elements, however, remain largely
unchanged from a version released in late February.
About 70 percent of the remaining unprotected older
foderal forest would be included in reserves. Timber
sales would drop t0 1.1 billion board feet annually, one-
quarter the leve] of the 19808 but significantly more than
has been allowed under Dwyer’s injunction.

Administration officials said last month, however, that
it would take until 1997 to reach that level. Timber sales
an take years to prepare, and, after years of uncertainty,
few are in the pipeline.

In addition, harvest couldn’t accur on much of the land
that remained open to logging under the Clinton plan until
studies or plans were completed. Severul changes in the
final 8im to compresa or simplify those studies and
possibly make more timber avpilable, Lyons said,

. P

+ —

@t/60°d

The changes “will provide us with the ability to have a
(timber) sale program while we go through the transi-
tion,” he said. He would not estimate how much more
logging might occur,

erhaps the moat important change would affect “key
watersheds,” 164 river basins i t for salmon,
steelhead or water quality. Under the draft Clinton plan,
logging couldn't take place inside them unless 8 compre-
henaive, basin-wide “watershed analysis” was compiet-
ed.

That requirement wouldn’t be applied to timber sales
through 1996, Lyons said. Under the final plan, a sale
could proceed after a less detailed study of ita impact that
focused mostly on fish and water.

Bonnie Phillips-Howard of the Western Ancient
Forest Campaign called the switch a betrayal

"What they’re saying is, ‘We're guoing to practice
ecosystem management someday.’ That, to me, is very
distressing,” she said. “For the little bit of gain they get,
they’re going to lose a helluva lot of credibility. It shows
they’re still timber-driven.” :

But Bob Dick of the Northwest Forestry Association
said that even with the change, the administration will
find it difficult to make much timber available to logging in
the next few years. The administration should start over
on a new plan and invite industry to the table this time, he
said.

The Clinton plan also would impose no-logging
3 .

F3INY3S MHYYd TTYNOILYN

Perhaps the most important change would
affect. . . 164 river basins . . . Under the
draft Clinton plan, logging couldn’t take

place inside them unless a basinwide
‘watershed analysis’ was completed.

buffers, renging in width from 100 to 300 feet initially,
along each side of all streams. Some ski areas, which
lease all or part of their land from the U.S. Forest Service,
had expressed concern about the buffers’ impact on their
operations and expansion plans. )
The final plan would grandfather in existing ski
development, Lyons said, and allow new development
inside the stream-side buffers on land for which a uki ares
alresdy holds a permit from the Foreat Setvice. !
That may benefit Crystal Mountain’s expansion plane.
- Sen. Patty Murruy, D-Wash., said the Clinton pian
offers the best hope for ending the Narthwest’s long-
running war in the woods. S
“My sincere hope is that everyone will give this a
chance to work,” she said. “This has been in gridlock too
bﬂs.” - " o
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Forest plan heads for center stage

& AFTER NINE
MONTHS of fsne-
tuning, the Clinton
admsnistyation’s
Northwest forest plan is.
Sinished.

Bimber interesits are both
sunhappy with it, bus the
only opsnion that matiers
is that of U.S. District
Judge William Dwyer.

Pe—————

BY Emic PRYN®
Sealtie Times siaff reperier

After nine months of playing off-
Beoadway, President Clinton’s North-

It makes #s debut in the only
theater that matters: the courtroom.
The administration is submitting its
ited final plan — which differs
littie from the most recent dral —
US. District Judge William Dwyer.
. hﬂnnmmmuam

sales on 17 milion acres of federal

forest in Western Washington, West-
anOl'esunmdeﬂlunCalﬁm.
Assistant Agriculture Secretary Jim -
Lyons said the plan “gets forest man-
agement oul of the court and back in the
woods where it belong.”
Assistant Interior Secretary Gearge
meﬂedn“thcmouanhhmp

allow (oo much.

But Dwyer is the only critic whose
opinion matters. He ruled in 1991 that
the government was deliberately vio-
Iating laws requiring protection of the
mrthunmonedowlmllothetwiklde
:Mshmdownmonkmpmﬁna
adoption of a new management plan.

Challenges to the Clinton proposal

PLEASE 55E Timber oN B 2

e ———————— ]
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Melinda Pierce (202) 675-7912

Clinton Ancient Forest Plan May Break Gridlock, But Still
Jeopardizes Forest & Fish Health

SEATTLE, WA—The Sierra Club today called the Clinton Administration's final
plan for the Pacific Northwest ancient forests inadequate, saying it falls short of the
President's promise to deliver a "scientifically sound, ecologically credible and
legally defensible” plan.

“While the plan is a significant improvement from the grim days of the Reagan and
Bush Administrations, it will not accomplish the level of protection critical to save
the last 10 percent of the ancient forests," said Bruce Hamilton, Sierra Club's
Conservation Director. "Serious questions remain as to whether the plan will
ad?‘quatsly protect the health of our last remaining stands of old growth forests and
thle declining stocks of coastal salmon and other species.”

Today the administration released the record of decision (ROD) for the forest plan,
known as “option 9." This is the final step in the approval process for the plan to
protect federal forests in Washington, Oregon and Northern California.

“The Clinton team may have stopped the bleeding, but the forest ecosystem is still
in critical condition. Without a full-strength prescription, the patient may still die,”
said Bill Arthur, Sierra Club Northwest Ragional Director, "Whether the Clinton
plan brings the ancient forests just a slower death or the beginning of recovery will
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depend on implementation of watershed analysis and full funding for watershed
restoration.”

The grassroots organization said the Clinton plan provisions for conducting
watershed analysis are purpasely unclear and unspecific in order to allow for greater
logging. The plan fails to provide inviolate protection for our ancient forests and
leaves approximately one-third of the remaining ancient forest open to logging—

. putting at risk a host of plant and animal species dependent on the old-growth
ecosystem.

The final plan also creates an exception for national forests in California that will
allow higher levels of logging.

"The devil's in the details,” said Melinda Pierce, Associate Representative

for the Sierra Club. "We have no guarantee that implementation won't
shortchange watershed analysis—the very foundation of the Clinton protection
plan.” :

The Sierra Cliib has called on President Clinton to consider another source of
timber for domestic mills—two billion board feet of raw logs exported from private
lands each year, Ending this practice would provide twice the anticipated volume to
be gained from old-growth forests and return mill jobs to the region.

The Sierra Club has also called for legislation that would end subsidies for log
exports, create incentives for private timber growers to sell logs domestically, and
require greater processing of federal timber before export.

The President has the authority to end the export of raw logs from private
lands under the "short supply provisians” of the Export Administration Act.

e
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For Immediate Release Contacts: Chris West & Ralph Saperstein

April 14, 1994 Portland - (503) 222-9505
Bob Dick, Olympia - (206) 352-3510
Ross Mickey, Eugene - (503) 342-1892
Chuck Burley, Bend - (503) 38%-2306

The following statement was issued by James Geisinger, Northwest Forestry Association president, upon the
submission of the Record of Decision on the President's Forest Plan to US District Court Judge William
Dwyer. Mr. Geisinger was ane of the participants at the President's Forest Conference held on Apnil 2, 1993,

"Last month's ruling by Judge Jackson is clear, the President's forest plan is illegal and therefore we
are shocked that the Administration would submit to Judge Dwyer a fatally flawed plan. The President
promised to follow the law, but this plan violated federal open meetings law and the proposed solution ignores
many environmental laws of the land. Furthermore, the Administration lacks the commitment to solve this
crisis because their budget requests are wocfully inadequate.

"We will review this final forest plan and record of decision with 2 fine-tooth comb and evaluate if
our next course of action is to challenge the President's proposal in court. One thing is for sure, this forest
plan is built on a foundation that consciously ornitted valid scientific alternatives. By excluding opinions other
than those viewed acceptable by the Forest Ecosystem Management Assessment Tearn, the President's
scientists skewed the range of options considered, eliminating alternatives that would have inflicted far Jess
suffering on the hard working citizens of the Pacific Northwest.

"We are shocked that the President should put himself above the law and continue to pursue a legally
flawed approach, doomed to failure. The best solution to this gridlock is for the Administration and our
Congressional delegation to come together and develop a more balanced approach, We stand ready to work
with the Administration and Congress to hammer out a solution which provides a better balance, that includes
all the scientific altematives and can be implemented. " '

"One year ago, President Clinton promised to end the gridlock with a balanced plan. This proposal
gives the environmentalists everything they have ever asked for and lacks any resemblance of a balanced
solution for the hard working citizens of the Northwest.

“This final proposal is not the balanced solution the President promised. The 85% reduction in timber
supply coupled with the faulty scientific basis of the plan doomed it to failure. This process does nothing to
end the gridlock facing timber producing communities in the Pacific Northwest. '

"As proposed, this plan is economically dysfunctional due to the meager volumes promised for an area
covering three states. Even if the Administration could fulfill their promise of a billion board feet, there is no
way that a viable forest products industry can be sustained in any of the timber producing communities of the
Northwest,

"The President promised to get timber flowing to the mills immediately. No new timber sales haye
been forthcoming and the Chief of the Forest Service says it will take years, While we continue to wait,
mills close, jobs are lost, businesses board up and local governtments go bankrupt.

"This Administration has not kept a single promise made to the hardworking citizens of the Northwest.
It is now time for Congress to step in and pass legislation which resolves this issue in 2 balanced manner,
once and for all." ' ' '

BEHNHH#

1500 S.W. First, Suite 770 » Portland, OR 97201
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' { j;;-'1::"rtvironmentalists ponder plan
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overturn the Clinton phy and force the adwin-
Astration to start gver.

But they slso have said they won't move to
biock the plan from taiing effect while teir
cpses wend ther way through the conrt
sydtem. Sach a move, ¥ successhul, wruld
E«ve miifls with even }eas federal timber ir the

2 :That lesves the environrmentaliats.
:‘Most praise the Clinton plan as & big
Ymprovement.
L 2:1t"s closer tolegal than anything the Bush
ministration did," ssid Andy Kerr of the
Natural Resources Cooncil, one of 12
gamizatioss thet fied the lawsuit Ast

P S, esvirenmeatibets add. “I's like frot-

... aasd m Pisot of the National Audhion
priety, another phaintiff group. “You don'tget
sints for getting nside the 5- o7 10-yard Kre,”
ankl the Oregon Natural Resoures

w *"We have 3 lough decision to make,” mid
A 8 Modenwald, president of the Warth-
irigton Environmentat Conncil, another plan-

1l group. .

: Rather than chalesging the entire pin,
Pl MdamdtbeWﬂdemesSndﬁy.m
~ have talked of moving to

Bat Kerr said the threat of 3 congresaional
mr;ideiswerbluwn. " :

“I's & risk, but we think it's « mavogesble
riskh,” he said, "Cmmismyluppytﬁk
issvre is on the doorstep of the admimstcation
Mlhm-\d_mmtheh.

3 more
cancerned about nature's backkash.”

Kerr acknowledged, howerer, Ut any
challeage ¢o the Clinton plan jsat a sure
wizmer. “It’s poing (o be a lot harder decision
for Judge Dwyer this time.” he gaid,

The Native Forest Council, a amall envi-
fonmental group based in Eugene, Ore., that is
not part of the present lawsuit, 3lso hay said it
would challenge the Clinton plan Its executive
directer, Tim Hermach, has been bighly criti-
cal of moat cf the mainstream groups, saying
they are too willing to compromise, -

One legal issue that's tkely o surface soon
B jurisdiction. Timber-industry lawyer Mark
Rutzick said earirer this week that his clients
planned to Gle their lawsuits in fedeval court in
Washington, D.C., which he called "1 move
frvorable forum™ for the industry view.

A B.C judge, Thomas Penfield Jackson,
greed with industyy last month that the
Clinton plan kad been prepared in vickation of
an open-meectings bhw. He wouldn't block the
administration from adopting the plan bl said
be might consider 3 new challenge onoe the
plan was signed.

Inv court papers fied this week, the acrninis-
tration said all challengea should be consotidat-
el in Dwyer's cowt and asked the Seattle
judge te help make that happen.

A court official esid if questions of jurisdic-

* tion arise and cinnol be cesolved bry the judges

involved, be referred to » jucdicial
:;nel oo n‘llul‘l,lhg:tl hitigation fwoa:leci.nion.

"LI1 N5 ANV £Od WAGE:L0D P6-81-%
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164 rivers basing, rnging fron 20 1o 200 square milles.

{ "Ney watersheds™
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Clinton timber plan

o AN ¥ anad
By Xavier Briand -
Washington Correspondent

WASHINGTON — At separate
press events Tuesday, the housing
industry and the carpenters’ union
kicked, slapped and shoved the
latest version of President Clinton’s
Northwest forest plan.

“We're open to suggestion be-
cause what we have don’t work,”
said Sigurd Lucassen, president of
the 600,000-member United Broth-
erhood of Carpenters and Joiners of
America. :

Lucassen, joined by Denny Scott
of the AFL-CIO, called the press
conference to bash the plan and
release survey results indicating
voters' in the Pacific Northwest feel
the same way. '

The poll surveyed 1,662 regis-
tered voters in Oregon, Washington
state and northern California Jan.

26 through Feb. 8.

" According to the survey, 91 per-
cent of respondents said they be-
. lieve the federal forest management
- plan- unveiled last July has been
- “ineffective.” _

Builders headquarters, NAHB Pres-
ident Tommy Thompson said Clin-
ton has failed to end the “gridlock”
and caused lumber prices to remain
high and volatile.

““Since last July, prices have risen
almost:60 percent and today stand
at $477 per 1,000 board feet,” he
said. “That adds almost $4,000 to0
the cost of a typical 2,000-square-
foot house.

~¢Jt's an unfortunate situation for
home buyers. With interest rates at
their lowest. level in 20 years,
builders- had . an opportunity to

falls under fire

Mecanwhile, 62 percent said they
think the plan — often referred to
as Option 9 — is neither fair nor
balanced.

“The voters know the truth,”
Lucassen said. “And the truth is,
the administration has not kept its
promises regarding the timber sup-
ply crisis. -

“‘Eight months have passed since
Option 9 was released. To date no
timber has been harvested for saw-
milling, the (federal court) injunc-
tions still stand and a workable and
realistic retraining and support
packas - does not exist.”

"Clinton’s new plan, which will
be delivered to federal Judge Wil-
liam Dwyer in Seattle at the end of
March, calls for the harvesting of
1.1 billion board feet per year from
public lands in the region, down
from 1.2 billion last year.

- Tt says the decline in logging will
cost 9,500 jobs, almost twice the
original government estimate. '

During a luncheon conference at
the National Association of Home

PAID POL ITHC A1 Areirm—"

reach a new group of buyers —
working people who had been
priced out of the market in the
1970s and the 1980s.”

Thompson said the association
expects environmental groups (o
challenge the Clinton proposal even
though it protects most trees in the
region.

The only way to break through
the gridlock, according to Thomp-
son, is to make Congress adopt
“sufficiency language” that will
shield forest decisions from legal

challenges. _ /

Coos Bay, OR
(Coos Co.) -

World
(Cir. D. 31,000)

MAR 1 0 1994
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b‘orest plan could

7 h lp to spruce up
downtown Astorla

- A $25,000 gmnt through
President Clinton’s new for- f<
est plan could mean a big
difference m downtown
Astoria.

applying for the down- - kel
town development grant [
from the federal gov-
ernment to help revi-
talize the Astoria.
waterfront.- Specifi-
cally, the money
would be used to * Lo
help complete the river- ~
front walkway from 14th Street to
17th Street.

The city . wnll ante up $10,000
toward the project, which has been
estimated to cost about $80,000.
Communities that put up some
matching funds will have a better
chance of getting the federal money,
according to grant guidelines. .

Astoria Community Development
Director PAUL BENOIT told the
Astoria City Council Monday ‘that
the waterfront seemed to be the top
priority for downtown businesses.

The businesses he talked to, members
of the Astoria Downtown Develop-
ment Association also considered’

public bathrooms but decided they
would be too costly.

. If the city gets the federal grant
and throws in $10,000, waterfront

backers might be able to raise the _

- rest of the money. Benoit said.

Polzce eye gamblmg

The Astoria Police Department is-

~ contributing $2,250 for the Clatsop
. County Sheriff’s Office two-person

narcotics and gambling task force. .

Local police agencies help support

. the force by offering mutual aid, -
staffing assnstance and ﬁnanc:al sup-.

port.

the first. steps toward decxdmg

The city of Astoria is E

whether it needs a new mumcxpal

% ton city government
has simply outgrown
its current buildings,

city officials said. '

The Warrenton City

Rf Commission recently
4 decided to appointa com-

# mittee that will study

{ whether or not a new

municipal building is nec-

essary. : -

- Several commissioners were

" concemned about asking voters for

money in what they said was a ume
for bclt-ughtenmg
Anyone who is mlerested int serv-

.ing on the committce, can call War-

renton Clty Hall, 861-2233.

Local voice on state. panel
" Astoria City Councilor SUE

'‘BORGARDT has been named t0 a
“state committee that is charged with
smdymgusedodrecovery Thecom- .. .
“mittee, which was formed by the .

Oregon Legislature, is trying to meet
state mandates to reduce the amount

of used oil that enters the waste .
- stream.

.whonsacuvewnhAsto-

ria’s 3R (Reduce, Reuse,: Recycle)
_ Committee, -said the state-commiit-: .
teemlhepmbacktomeuglslann'e-
-in October. -~
o Inaddmontohefnewappomt—- .
_ment.BorgardttoldtheAstma(hty -
'Council this week that the city’s joint -
'bndtogetaDepamnmtofEnvxmn- :

mental Quality household hazardous

~waste pickup day failed. -

The city had applied with an i

.non Beach and Seaside. . . -

*In the past, the cities have. had

- great-success’ ‘with the pickup day,
. Borgardt said. She said the cuy
New Warrenton cuy butldmg’ . o

The city of Warrenton is taking ;

shouldapply agam inthe. fall

/—Comptled by Ca:hy Peterson N

e
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Head Saved, | |
. : {

BOdy LOSt _ . BEugene, OR.

' : (Lane Co.)
he Forest Service has so far defied an . EUGENE WEEKLY
order from President Clinton and jeo- ! (Cir.W.22, 000)
pardized his forest plan by cutting |

field workers to save%pﬁa_nagement jobs, _
a union and environmental group said last o
week. MAR 1 0 1994
“This is really the bureaucratic head cut- =
ting off the body to save itself,” Gerald
Foster of the local National Federation of
Forest Employees said. ,
President Clinton ordered last year that
all federal agencies reduce staff by four per-
.cent and that 10 percent of the reductions
come from upper management positions.
At a news conference Foster presented . |- |
‘Forest Service data showing that while the T
agency has cut about 1,000 positions na-
tionwide “as a result of fallen timber
harvests, upper management has spared
itself.-The-Clinton order requires cutting "
112 /top. agency’ jobs  (usually ‘earning
- §75,000 or more) by Sept. 1995, bt so far -
sitchjobs have actually increased by 28. |-
* *The Forest Service is doing exactly the |
‘opposite; it is becoming mare top heavy,’. .
- Bob Dale of the Aséociation of Forest Ser
_vice Employees for Environmental Ethics
. (APSEEE) said: The lower evel jobs that are:,

Jllen’s p.c.B.  Est. 1888
_ shCB ~

manag

- "dreds - -of ~biologists, - .

~ geologists, - enginéers ‘and other field .

- workers whilelosing virtually: no-top: = ",

- management jobs. But mariagers say fey .
ilyss

| cant change where tre ax

e

ey. act with-impunity

s - and do whatever they warit-and that's why
- they get hauled-into court so often,” Foster
SPI: e .___-i'_—"Ala'n _Pittmar_l/i

someane“below: him:
-~ out the -bottom."
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You don’t know Bill Arsenault, owner
of a small woodlands in Oregon. But you
may soon have a lot in common with
him. '

“proposal to save the NOr;her_n spotted owl
- that could take away. his retirement in-

come while simultaneously hastening the

bird’s demise. And if the administration’s
plan is implemented, many other people
will share his anguish. The federal strategy
for rescuing critters in the Northwest is in-
tended as a model, to be replicated
throughout the country. Yet it rests on a

clﬁ_lm\ﬂl?‘t\::'oula “give government un-
limited authority to meddle in everyone’s
back yard. '

In 1976, Arsenault, 66, a former elec-
tronics engineer from Southern Califor-

nia, retired and moved to Douglas Coun-
ty, Ore. Settling onto a small ranch with

240 a¢i f timberland_that-he had pur- -
chiased in-1971; he began to cultivate his -

trees with the expectation that they would
-provide a retirement income, allowing
him to harvest timber selectively, on a
sustained yield basis, into perpetuity.

But in December, Arsenault’s dream be-

~ came a nightmare when he became among

those targeted by a federal program to

save the owl, Authorized under section

4(d) of the Endangered Species Act, issu-

ing “protective regulations™ for the bird, '

the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service pro-

poses drawing circles at least 1.5 miles in _

radius around each nest and designating

- these zones — roughly 4,760 acres in size

— “special emphasis areas,” where 40
percent of the habitat must be kept invio-

- late.

- Anyone cutting a tree_'in a prohibited

Alston Chase writes a column distributed

by Creators Syndicate. Readers may write
to him in care of the syndicate, 5777 W.

_Century Blvd.,‘Suite 700, Los Angeles, Ca-

lif 90045.

He is threatened by a draconian Clinton -

LS

ALSTON CHASE

broad expansion of the Endangered Spe-

zone could be charged with “harming”
this species and liable to criminal penal-
ties, including a $100.000 fine and a year
in jail. : '

Arsenault’s farm lies entirely within a-
proposed emphasis area. As neighboring

lands already have been logged, his grove

“contains some of the best habitat around

and thus almost would certainly be includ-

‘ed in the area ruled off limits to logging.

Meanwhile, parcels belonging to his neigh-

_bors ‘that are already damaged would go

unregulated. T

In effect, 4(d) entails that landowners
who own the best habitat would be among
the first denied the right to harvest. Such
perversity gives them a good excuse to cut

their trees before neighbors harvest theirs. -
. Thus it punishes good land stewards and
. rewards bad ones. - - -

It also reveals the administration’s con-
tinuing effort to expand: the powers of the
Endangered Species Act. Section 9 of this

‘law forbids anyone from “taking” a listed .

species, where *“to take™ is defined as “to
harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound,

kill, trap, capture, or collect.” In recent -

years, the service has argued that modifi-
cation of habitat by human activity con-
stitutes “harm” to a listed species and thus
is a “‘take.” Using this rationale, the
agency threatened landowners in many
parts of the country with c¢riminal penal-

ties if they logged, disked or-burned lands’

where protected critters lived. .

This is an entirely unjustified extension
of the law’s scope.. The act was never in-
tended to restrict use of private property:

to save owl creates a nightmare

- During debate before its passage in 1973,

Congress specifically considered, then re-
Jected, the suggestion that habitat altera-.

‘tion constitutes a take. So, in 1991, plain-
. tiffs from the South and Northwest filed a

lawsuit challenging this interpretation.
And on March 11, the Washington, D.C,,
circuit court found in their favor. The gov-

“ermnment, the court decreed, cannot claim

that changing habitat necessarily harms
creatures. To prove a take has occurred,
authorities must, in effect, produce the
body. : :

- Nevertheless, the administration is
pushing ahead with 4(d), which would, in
effect, make this Wonderland definition
of “harm™ national policy and allow feder-
al intrusion into every nook and cranny of
our lives. e

- The livelihood of coun“tlcss people al-
-ready is threatened by looming regulations
over salmon, smelt and swallows, Swain-

. son’s hawks, yellow-legged frogs, kangaroo

rats, Bruneau Springs snails, garter snakes
and countless other creatures. Yet not
content with this mischief, Interior Secre-
tary Bruce Babbitt has set up a “biological
survey™ to seek more creatures to save. If
his owl plan is approved, he expects to ap-
ply the act — not just to individual plants

- and animals but to entire “ecosystems.”

And since all things are deemed members
of ecosystems, this means the law could
_ap_ply anywhere, :

- Thus, Arsenault’s predicament isn’t

.unique. The Endangered Species Act

doesn’t protect -creatures — it merely ex-
tends the power of government. Yet, as .
the drama over dwis plays itself out, the
defense of property, which is in everyone’s
interest, is left to rural folk alone. Many

- educated urbanites, who should-know bet-

ter, cheer on this governmental assault.
Anxious to show “commitment™ 1o the
cnvironment, they forget propesiy-is-the

- sole institution that stands between us and/
- a bottomless political abyss. 7
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“Secrecy did not pro

BY MARK C. RUTZICK

Special to The Times

YT EDERAL Judge Thomas Penfield

F Jackson in Washington, D.C., has
- ruled that the Clinton administration

broke the law by developing its forest plan in

secret.

Jackson said the Forest Ecosystem Man-
agement Assessment Team (FEMAT),
which wrote the plan for the administration
behind closed doors last spring, violated
federal law by not allowing the public to
attend, observe and participate in its meet-
ings. o
The Northwest Forest Resource Council

(NFRC), a coalition of timber and logging .

companies, went to court to challenge the
‘administration’s policy of secret govern-
ment because FEMAT's secrecy produced a
forest plan that threatens to destroy thou-
sands of timber jobs, hundreds of companies
and dozens of rural communities throughout
the Northwest.

Remarkably, the NFRC was supported in .

court by the Native Forest Council, an
environmental group that favors a much
different forest policy than NFRC but agrees
that secret government is illegal. -
At the Forest Conference last year, the
president told our region that he wanted a
balanced forest policy that would protect
jobs and the environment. The timber in-
dustry wants that, too, and it offered to work

with the president to achieve -that goal.
Many companies volunteered biologists, -

- Seattle, WA
(King Co.) !
The Seattle Times
(Cir. D. 233,995)

=>/507 7 F
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lanced forest plan

The new plan was profoundly
misconceived, scientifically
faulty and filled with '
factual errors . . .

ecologists and forestry experts to help the
administration’s effort.

_ But the companies quickly learned that
the administration had no interest in work-
ing with them or the rest of the public on its
new plan. Instead, it convened a secret panel
of biologists — including many who had
developed the failed policies of the past —to

write the plan in a secluded location hidden
. away from the public. The government even

refused to reveal the names of the plan-
writers until the NFRC filed its lawsuit!
*The administration kept the public in the
dark for months while these biologists
labored in secrecy to write the forestry plan
announced by the president last July.
When the plan was revealed, everyone

quickly saw that secrecy had ill-served the

president and the public. The new plan was
profoundly misconceived, scientifically
faulty and filled with factual errors — all due

to the closed, secretive process the scien-

tists followed. It's no coincidence that every
party to the forest conflict — -environmen-

ELEANORMILL/MILLNEWS ART SYNDICATE

" tion -includes the p
" dedision. ~ e

talists, counties, labor and the timber indus-
try — promptly rejected this secret plan.
When the FEMAT plan was finally re-
leased, we learned that the scientists had
niot tried to achieve the president’s goal of a

- balanced plan, but instead had secretly

‘adopted their own scheme-of returning the
forests of the Northwest to their image of a
mythical “pre-settlement condition” that
may have occurred centuries ago before
European settlers arrived in the region.
They bought into the notion of a few
environmental extremists that “man is the
problem,” and that ‘environmental ills can
only be cured by eliminating the presence of
man. .

With this radical premise, the scientists
veered off on a dangerously misguided path.
They told the president that an 80-percent
reduction in timber harvest was the mini-
mum necessary to achieve their objective.
They intentionally ignored all the laws and
policies that require balanced multiple-use

-management of federal lands. They repealed

the Oregon & California Lands Act and
converted most of the Oregon and California
lands into national parks. They refused to
consider any policy except the return to pre-

- settlement conditions.

None of this could have happened with-
out the secrecy imposed by the administra-
tion. Indeed, FEMAT is a textbook example
of why secret government is so dangerous.
Public involvement and participation in FE-
MAT would have disclosed and discredited
the scientists’ misguided agenda long before
it reached the president’s desk.

This secrecy was more than bad policy: It
was illegal. Judge Jackson agreed with
NFRC that the scientific panel was a federal
advisory committee, and ruled that its meet-
ings and papers should all have been open to

_the public under a federal law passed by

Congress in 1972. Even more importantly,

“this federal law required FEMAT’s mem-

bership to be “fairly. balanced” so that

‘different points -of view are:represented.

FEMAT was painfully unbalanced: The radi-

_cal pre-settlement types dominated; other

views were deliberately excluded.
" The administration should abandon FE-

~ . MAT and its misguided-plan. It would be
*.unconscionable; and’probably ‘unlawful, for

the government to rely on FEMAT now that
it has been declared illegal. Making deci-
sions in secret is no way to design a forest
plan, especially when the economic future of
a region is at stake.

But like a year ago; we still need a new

- forest policy for the Northwest. The timbes
* industry has renewed its' commitment tc

work with the administration to find a policy
that will truly protect jobs and the environ
ment. Let's hope this time the administra
ublic in_this critica

“Mark C. Rutzick, a Portland attorney,
represented the Northwest Forest Resource =

Council in the challenge to the president’s forest
plan. o
e



Barring hitches, the timber sales will be advertised from

" Monday to April 14 and bids. will be opened April 7-29, said Sandy

Berger, a spokeswoman in the Forest Service’s regional office in
Portland. .

%1 *In May 1991, at the urging of 12 envirommental groups, Dwyer

I +barred timber sales on more than 60,000 acres in the national

: iforests of Washington, Oregon and northern California until the

tal requirements. - -

The latest deadline to submit that plan is April 14. President
Clinton has projected it would allow the logging of about 1.2 billion
board feet of timber annually. o : _

In his ruling Thursday, Dwyer noted that all remaining timber
sales covered by his previous injunction would remain on hold
until ““the legality of the forthcoming (10-year plan) is decided.’

All 12 environmental groups agreed in October to refrain from

opposing the release of as many as 54 timber sales if specified

wildlife protections were assured.

- Klamath Falls, OR
(Klamath Co.)
Herald & News
(Cir. D. 18,637)
(Cir. S. 20,135)

_ Jll[g,! ’_,_ P.C.B. Fu

MAR 2 5 19%4




/ﬁ,/yz_

‘/I_OCaI timber Set
free for logging

:Acreage located on Winema

Combined local, wire reports

Clinton administration officials say a judge’s approval of 24 fed-
eral timber sales in northern spotted ow! habitat raises hopes for
ending a deadlock over logging in the Pacific Northwest’s old-

" growth forests. S . ) -

-*” The -decision by Judge William L. Dwyer covers about 2,000
' acres with 31 million board feet of timber. More than half of it is in

. the Rogue River and Umpqua national forests of southwestern

« 'Oregon. ' . : "
" About 13.5 percent of the total volume included in the sale lies
within the Winema National Forest. Three of the 24 sales covered
by Dwyer’s decision are on the Winema, although Winema
National Forest spokesman Frank Erickson said today two were
combined into one sale for administrative efficiency. :

Upcoming sales on the Winema include the “Russky” sale of 3.2

- ;million board feet of mostly ponderosa pine. The timber is located
. south of Mountain Lakes Wilderness, and will be sold April 11,
Erickson said. v ' : _ B :
. The other local sale is called the “Bug” sale, ‘which includes 1
million board feet of Douglas fir and white fir. That timber, which
. .will be harvested by helicopter, is located near. Rocky Point. It will
. -be sold on or before April 11, Erickson said. o
. The timber affected by Dwyer’s ruling amounts to toothpicks
compared with the total at stake, but administration officials were
- .cheered by acceptance of the logging by environmental groups.” -
.+ -*“While the sales are small in volume, they are enormous in the
: ‘message they send,” said James R. Lyons, an assistant agricul-
" ture secretary with jurisdiction over the U.S. Forest Service.
. “By bringing in the parties and engaging in a serious, ‘good- :
. 1 faith dialogue, we have shown that we can achieve consensus. This
. kind of inclusive process is clearly the key to ending the gridlock’
we have experienced for so long,” Lyons said in a prepared state-
;yment. © - R C
.+ “We cannot say that the millennium is here ... or that the presi-
- .dent’s forest plan has been enacted,”” said Peter Coppelman,
. ~deputy assistant attorney general for the environment and natural
resources, who argued the government’s case for approving the
sales Thursday in U.S. District Court.: . : ST
- “It's a small opening. I hope that this ruling is a ray of hope
. ; that the gridlock on the forests in the Pacific Northwest can come
. -to'an end,” Coppelman said. TR
The total amount of timber covered by Dwyer’s decision is:inad-
+ .equate to keep-even one sawmill:open a year,-Mark Rey, vice-
- _president of the American Forest and Paper Association, has esti-
" mated. S . : S '



“ONRC depends on. conflict for their'

identity .and. fundraising, according to
Applegater KenCairn. "It‘s kind of like the
conflict industry,” he said. _

”Assoonasweseeaghmmerofasolu- :

_ tion, they'll lose contributions,” mill owner. -1
Cross said. -

Just the opposite is true, according to St.
Clair. The more conciliatory environmental
groups bring in the most money. “The ones
that do the most fundraising . . . they’re
not upset about adaphve management
zones,” he said.

The real economic incentive is with the
loggers to support AMAs, Norlen said. “It’s
no surprise that the biggest advocates of

the approach are bxg government and bngj' - experim

mdustry

ut Cross said the AMA 1dea,_ 1snt
popular with many of the in ustry
‘I friends_he knows. “They
“"Who would; want tosit ‘down with these::
 assholes:and try.and reason with thet? 7
. Indits’ year of operahon, Applegate has
:_'dnecﬂy :d greage only one »
“amodest dmnntgdsw,(mboardhetﬂm ,’
o rough. without the ustial dbpeat by
; envn'onmenmhsw,-‘-OtherLsala are. i the ..
wotks; including one this fall for aboit 1.5
- million board feet, according to KenCairn.-
But Cross isn't discouraged. “It's AMAs
out here liké Applegate that have a chance
of workmg—of gettlng some pmduct out,”.
" he said.

" consensus

St Clair said that environmental groups
such as Headwaters are now backing away
from the consensus model. Headwaters

- Director Norman 'said that isn't so. But

Headwaters did have some sharp com-

ments on the Clinton AMA version of the
iple. The Clinton plar's talk
of local control, flexibility with regulations

and risk taking “has played into the agenda
of some members of the timber industry

-and the ‘wise use’ movement,” the group

warned.

] don't believe this is a perfect process. .
‘There's plenty of room for co-optation and

coercive harmony,” Applegate facilitator

Lange said, “but I think it's a worthwhile

ent.”
The Chnton expenment could apply the
p model to millions of acres

of forest and grazmg land throughout the
o

West.



GREELY WELL

e
- Clinton’s

the community-

| approach to -

try to reach
il innovative
.| solutions-to
| ecological
| gridlock.

™ Applegate Partnership

.. brochure cover pictures
| idyllic setting for

"l reaching consensus on

* environmental issues.

. AMAs'"are” “throwbacks”: o “the’ ofd:

“gushined. yield units when the Forest.
the timber companies, according to St..
Clair, “They’ve been ‘abysmal failures” he

. “These "~ procésses - could : easily-

£y

1 g et
dominated by the industry," Ddug'Ndﬂgn,, '
a Eugene environmental activist with ‘the
Waldo Wildemess Coalition, 8aid. ™" ™ |

Tuttle argued that leaving -land:

‘management: -decisions sup to:‘local

stakeholders who have a direct financial in-
terest in exploiting resources will hurt the
‘environment. o :

But the people within the Applegate -
experiment -argue that . the locals
understand .the . balance . between . the
economic and ecological issues best. “The
local ‘people are real easy to-work with,”
said Dwain Cross, co-owner of the Croman
Sawmill in' Ashland and an Applegate
board member. “The nationals do not want
solutions,” he’said. o '

Northwest _Fbmst
Plan ... will use

consensus-group

However, St. Clair says those chosen to
sit on the consensus groups “are not

* representative samples of the spectrum of

political opinion.” et
“The people sitting ori the Applegate

~ Reaching consensus can be tough, slow .,

gOingi':' [ . - X o .
“You get down there and start talking to -

Pé-‘\’Pl&Who' havebeenu-ymg to put you. -

ercive harmony” He said, “There is
all this pressure in the community to .
sort of go along to get along.”

“] think that is a danger,” Headwater’s
Norman said. Participants in consensus
groups need to be skilled in" respecting
minority views and holding fast to their -
own bottom line, she said. -

" Norlen said the AMA's “insidious” focus
on process will distract from the real issues.
“When you define the problem as- the
conflict, all of a sudden the goal is not good
forestry” but “assuaging one’s inner child,”
Norlen'said. - .- . S

St. Clair describes the AMA proposal as-
“typical” of . Clinton’s town-meeting.
approach to-problemsolving. - St. Clair.

\ocked the “wo0-woo terminology” as

' ;_’_po]itically correct language that masks the

“'same old practices. AMAs are “an agree-
ment for feel-good forestry that ends up
being economically destructive,” he said.

But some AMA proponents- say the
critics don't like consensus because they
thrive on conflict. 7
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Drsagreement

Consensus

Applegate Model Splits Greens

ts either a way to end the forest conflict
by reaching a community consensus on

ecology and economy or an insidious -

device to skirt preservation laws by co-
opting the . environmental movement,
depending on which side you ask.

The debate centers around the Clinton
administration’s efforts -to use local
consensus groups made up of industry and
environmental representatives to solve the
conflict between loggers and ranchers on
one side and those looking to preserve
forest and grassland ecosystems on the
other. :

Clinton’s Northwest Forest Plan includes

10 Adaptrve Management Areas (AMA).

that range from 92,000 to 500,000 acres in
size. The AMAs will use the community-
consensus-group approach to try to reach
innovative solutions to ecological gridlock.
U.S. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt: re-
cently. proposed a similar consensus ap-

proach that gives local councils broad auth-

ority over grazing and range protection. For

- models of the new approach, the adminis- .

tration relied heavily on consensus-group
AMAs " are just'an . effort to co-opt
_environmentalists. -

ents on grazing in Colorado and on
- forestry and fish issues in the Applegate
Valley in southern: Orego &,
“But pot everyone is sold on consensus

groups. “To ensure that sound, sustaihable -
choices are made, industry, government .~ -
and individuals must operate within the

- law instead of seeking the ‘consensus’
approval of a small group to go-around it,”
Oregon Natural Resources Council
(ONRC) Director Larry Tuttle wrote re-
cently in the group’s newslétter.
Actually, the Clinton plan says that “all

~[AMA] activities must comply with exrstmg .

laws.”

past, Julie Norman, director. of the

Headwaters conservation: group that has-
_been active in the __consensus Applegate"

' Partnershrp, saxd

- watchdog too; _
board member and director of the Rogue

Board, none of them are preservatlonists,”
Norman said. She said the environmental
representatives are “conservationists” who,
like her Headwaters group, believe eco-
system management can mclude some
careful logging. -

ONRC and other envrronmentalrsts who :

have opposed all timber sales on public
lands argue that there isn't enough
ecosystem left to compromrse L

itizen movements have always right-
gfully included both those who work
inside and outside the process, ‘ac-

cording to Jon Lange; a Southern on
State College professor orcmﬁﬁ%ns

and professional ‘megdiator -who -helps
facilitate Applegate meetings. “I don't think
they [ONRC] want to be inside. I think they-

are right where they; want to be and God _

bless them,” he said. -
“You can't be ina: partnershrp and be a
" Brett KenCairn, Applegate

Institute for Ecology and Economy, said.
But, according to thé darker greens, the

“They would like,nothmg

us off the stréets”” Norlen said,

'Environmentalists in AMAs “are talkmg '

when they ought to be out lrtxgatrng," St
Clair said.
J.D. Rogers, who represents the Apple-

- gate Water Conservancy on the Applegate

Partnership, said he spends up to two and

"a half days a week on work related to the

group’s weekly meeting. But he doesn't

think it's a waste of time. He said the work
3 * -is more directly productive than the time

“It said that all along, ‘but people are .
"~ paranoid” because of abused rules in the

he used to spend writing comments. on

- timber sales..

morethanto-:
put us all in-these little groups-and keep |

Eugene, OR.
(Lane Co.)
EUGENE WEEKLY
(Cir.w.22,000)

MAR 1 0 1994
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U.S. Moves on Two Fronts Erbie Gt
. Lo~ e
- ToReshape Logging Rules

e <. EomeT

- Actions on Owl Area and an Alaska Forest

¥ —

y JOHN H. CUSHMAN Jr. Despite the forest plan’s uncertain

Special to The New York Times f_a[e' li)lS pres?n:‘augn. lOd JSUdge “I‘.ﬂ. A \
SEATTLE, April 14 — The Clinton 112M Dwyer of the United States Dis- -

Administration moved on two fronts !¢t Court in Seattle today mars a

loday to reshape the way the Govern- ¢ TR e of the most hotly disput
ment manages logging in the nation's

o . any region of the country. Judge
re;Tr’mamslgagttalg,cw?l:eforisc;rsﬂinistrau'on Dwyer is the judge who has issued th
asked a Federal judge to restore MOS! comprehensive order against
some logging in the old forests of the loggxpg in old forests._and the Govern-
Pacific Northwest, where for five MEeNU'S plan was devised to meet the

vears the courts have all but elimj. Criteria he has set.
nated logging on public land to pro- Trying Out a New Science
tect the northern spotted owl. i wi'
~ And the United States Forest Serv- fag'ol?ﬁefaﬂrnz?lfog?ahheo?&ortsleg opalnf
ic¢ canceled a 50-year contract with gearicvicion of environmental man-
the Alaska Pulp Corporation that has agement across a landscape of mil-
allowed it to cut timber in the Ton- lions of acres and hundreds of spe-
gass National Forest in southeastern o5 1y is he most ambitious example
Alaska, a program that environmen- to date of the fledgling science of
talists have assailed for years. . ecosystem management that the Ad-
Although _ environmental groups ministration is trying to make ijts
and the timber industry — for con. environmental trademark.
flicting reasons — today criticized the Under the Administration plan, ev-
Plan to protect the spotted owl and ery sale of plots to trees to the logging
other species in' Washington, Oregon industry must be analyzed to make
and California, the decision on the sure that it does not violate the new
Alaskan forest was clearly welcomed land management practices spelled
by environmentalists. out in the voluminous legal papers.
_Alaska Pulp is one of two compa- And some forestry practices that are
mies with special contracts to cut envisioned, like analyzing the effects
trees in the Tongass, one of the last of logging on rivers and streams
remamng stretches of temperate have not yet been fully developed.'
rain forest in the world. The contract  Nor have all the hundreds of species
that was canceled, one of the biggest that live in the logging areas been

In the nation involving publicly owned studied enough to know how they
forests, would have allowed the com- would be affected.

pany to cut another two billion board In an effort to insure that some
feet of timber by the year 2011. timber from the restricted areas be-

The Forest Service had warned the gins making its way back onto the
company lha; the contract might be markel, the Administration plans to
terminated after Alaska Pulp shut a adopt the restrictive new scientific

mill in Sitka last year, laying off 400 criteria only gradually over the next
people. The long-term contract was  faw years.
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intended to provide mill jobs in Alas- In a speech on Tuesday before a
ka. regional forest industry group in Ste-
Balance Cited in Owl Plan venson, Wash., Jim Lyons, the Assist-

Defending the spotted owl plan, Ad-  ant Secretary of Agriculture n
munistration officials said that nej- Ccharge of the national forests, said
ther industrial nor environmenta] 'he Administration would “move as
critics of its plan could offer a better ~ Quickly and aggressively as we can to
way o save the threatened ow] and 8€! limber back into the pipeline.
preserve a forest that offers habitat Ever since the court oMers re-
for a multitude of species while also  Stricting logging, mills in the North-
nurturing the region’s economy. weslt have been closing, and the lay-

Environmentalists said the plan ©ffs of thousands of workers have
was intended to appease the timber Made the issue a pohuca_l tinderbox.
industry, the industry said it was ilje- Today, Mr. Lyons said the plan
gal and unbalanced, and the Adminis- should double this year's timber har-
tration admitted that even if the plan VSt on the affected lands, and double
survived legal challenges, it would It again the following year. But the
take at least three vears to put fully amount being harvested this year, 160
Into effect. - million board feet, does noi satisfy

““We are at the stage now of begi the indystry
ning to put the cars of the train ba Lawyers for the timber industry
on the track,” said George Frampio have said they would challen_ge the
the Assistant Secretary of Interiof] plan in Federal court in Washington,
using the train-wreck metaphor tha| Where Judge Thomas Penfield Jack.
officials in the Clinton Administratioy son has already ruled that the pro-
have applied to the dispute over log cess of drafting the plan technically
ging in the Northwest. violated Federal laws on administra-

“This train was going 95 miles an| tive procedures. The_inquslry's strat-
hour when it went off the track, and it| gy is to create conflicting court deci-
Is not going to be going 95 miles an| Sions that would encourage Congress
hour by November,” Mr. Frampton| 10 write a law allowing a greater
said. amount of timber o be harvested.
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The Clinton Timber Plan

proach to the Northwest timbering problem
was to refuse to enforce the law. No matter
that in other contexts these were ardent law-and-
order advocates. To comply with the endangered
species and other federal environmental statutes,
the timber harvest in the Northwest’s remaining
mostly federal old-growth forests would have had
to be reduced, and neither administration was
willing to do it. The failure to carry out the law was
kicked to the courts, where a federal judge re-
sponded by enjoining any timbering on the relevant
lands until either the law was changed or a plan to
‘conform to it was presented. T
The Clinton administration has now construc-
tively done what neither of its predecessors would
and submitted such a plan. It’s a good proposal. It
appears to be scientifically based and well within

T HE REAGAN and Bush administrations’ ap-

the envelope of the law. By cutting the harvest

sharply, the administration says it would likely save
the threatened species—most famously, the north-
emn spotted owl—and the forest ecosystem of
whose health the species are the emblem.

Certain environmentalists—not all—are none-
theless opposed, or so they say. Their goals are
more protection and less timbering. They may
yet be able to influence the proposal around the
margins. If they go beyond that to block it, we
think they will do their own good cause a disser-
vice. The environmental groups like to speak of

_ D.C. Pensions: A Fiscal 911 |

desperately needs drastic changes in the man-

agement, financing and total structure of its
wildly expensive and unfunded pension system, a
serious report by highly regarded experts is now at
hand. A special task force formed last October by
D.C. Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton has concluded
that the board overseeing the pensions needs real
investment expertise, more modern financial man-
agement practices, a new code of ethics, flat-fee
compensation instead of hourly fees as an incentive
to cut down delays, and other changes to improve
the caliber of the board as well as its decisions.

As staff writer David A. Vise originally dis-
closed last summer, the task force found an
absence of professional money management ex-
perience. The task force chairman, Franklin D.
Raines, who is vice chairman of Fannie Mae, calls
the report “a necessary first step to give confi-
dence that any funds in their custody will be
managed well.” But it is only the first—and.

IF ANYONE still seeks evidence that this city

~ subsequent steps had better be taken with emer-

gency dispatch: The city’s financial fate—as well
as its hard-earned, limited home rule charter—are
* hanging by this pension thread, :
This first step has a first trap, too: adoption of
the report’s recommendations requires legisla-
tion by the D.C. Council and numerous changes
by the pension board itself. How long will the
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sustainable development and, in the case of
timbering, sustainable yield. They should think in
similar terms with regard to the remedies they
seek. This is about as good a plan as either the
law requires or they are likely to get from any
administration. If they manage to kill it, they risk
doing what the industry wants.and sending the
issue back to Congress for resolution. That way
lies a likely weakening of the very laws the
environmentalists want to uphold. ' B
The industry should also lay off, though of
course it won’t. Timbering jobs were already in
decline in the Northwest for any number of

reasons—not least the overcutting of the forests

and decline of the resource itself. The region
already needed to quicken the diversification of
its economy; the administration proposes to pro-
vide some extra funds to help the process along.

There's a lot of talk these days that the
administration has lost its cutting edge.on envi-
ronmental issues, if ever it had one. But the.
Clinton people have set out to solve with intelli-
gent compromises any number of major environ-
mental problems. Their proposals range from a
more protective regimen with tegard to federal
grazing lands to a wiser allocation of California.
water and a plan to begin the restoration of the
Florida Everglades. The timber proposal is an-
other. Like too many of the rest, it needs to be
saved from its nominal friends.

council take to act—and how quickly and com-
pletely will the pension board respond? How
about right away—within weeks? All of what
needs doing to save this. city frcm financial
collapse needs doing right away. '

Nearly everyone who looks at the city’s pension
program for police officers, firefighters, teachers -
and judges understands the need for immediate
change in the system covering current employees.
This, too, will require approval by the city govern-
ment’s leaders and, even more important, by the
federal government. If the unfunded pension liabili-
ty is ever to be brought under control, Congress,
which originally played the lead role in establishing
this excessive system, must pitch in in a serious
way. And this too must happen now—not next year
or next Congress or next election.

Equally urgent is a tightening of the pension
provisions for new hires. Every moment without
a tighter pension system for recruits piles on
more hopeless unfunded government liability,
The D.C. Council doesn’t have to wait on anyone
to get moving. Will a responsible member intro-
duce this legislation, push for it and let all
cowardly colleagues take the consequences of
inertia? Or will all the members duck a hard
election-year choice and let their constituents
sink helplessly in financial quicksand? :
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A Bit Tighter, Again

of view, the markets’ reaction to its tight-

ening of credit is irrational. Its purpose is
to brake—very lightly—the economy’s recent ac-
celeration and ensure that there will be no signifi-
cant rise in inflation. But the traders and investors
in the markets, who say that they are spooked by
the possibility of returning inflation, have respond-
ed to these reassuring measures as though they
intended just the opposite. Interest rates have
leaped upward and stock prices have fallen. The
Federal Reserve’s decision this week to tighten
was its third since early February, and the reaction
" to each has been the same.

One explanation is that, since no orie can see any
signs of inflation ahead, speculators may have
concluded that the Federal Reserve must know
something they don’t. But there’s no hint of that.
Another factor is, no doubt, a certain suspicion that
eventually a Democratic president will succumb to
the temptation to try to push up employment
regardless of the costs in inflation. But the conduct
of the White House and the Treasury during this
sequence of tightening has been exemplary.. They
have been carefully neutral in their comments—
unlike, for example, the Bush administration’s

F ROM THE Federal Reserve Board’s point

Treasury Department, which repeatedly and loudly
needled the Federal Reserve. '
This latest attack of market anxiety seems, fortu-

nately, to have been both mild and brief. Stability

has, for the present, returned, at least partly be-
cause of the bad news about the trade. figures
yesterday. This country’s trade deficit in February,
the government announced, turned out to be larger
than the bond traders or most other people had
expected. A rising trade deficit has the same effect

on the economy as a tax increase. Both drain off .

purchasing power and tend to slow it down. -
The administration hopes to keep the economy

.on the three-and-three track that it forecast at the

beginning of the year—3 percent growth and 3
percent inflation. But in early March the govern-
ment’s statisticians reported. that in the‘last three

months of 1933 the growth rate had reached a .

spectacular 7.5 percent a year (since revised down-
ward a bit). Ever since then the financial houses
have been haunted by the ghosts of inflation past.
But over the winter the rate has clearly dropped
and seems to be back in the zone of safety. It’s
possible that the bond traders will now decide that,
on second thought, they have bid interest rates
higher than circumstances really warrant.

 Tailor-Made Juries

-yesterday decided a case that will further
erode the long-accepted practice of allow-

'BY A 6 to 3 vote, the Supreme Court

ing lawyers to reject a certain number of jurors

without stating a reason. These peremptory chal-
lenges are allowed in addition to rejections for
cause, which are unlimited. They enable attor-
neys to make quick guesses, based on experience
- and intuition, about a potential juror’s bias. Often
this leads to a just result, as when demeanor,
background information or use of language sug-
gests that an individual has already decided about
a case before hearing any evidence. But it can
also be prejudicial, violating both the right of a
potential juror to participate in a trial and the
right of the litigant to have an impartial jury
broadly representative of the community. .

The court’s review of the peremptory challenge
practice began in 1986, when justices ruled that
these challenges cannot be used to exclude poten-
tial jurors on the grounds of race. That case,
Batson v. Kentucky, was relatively easy, given the
history of race prejudice in this country and the
impact that bias has had on the justice system. The
case decided yesterday, however, involves gender,
not race. The defendant in a paternity suit appealed a

. jury finding that he was the father of the child on
grounds that the state’s attorney used his perempto-

ry challenges to exclude all males in the jury pool,
thus creating an all-female jury that, he believes, was
more likely to find against a male defendant in a
paternity case than would a mixed jury. He lost in
lower courts, but the Supreme Court ruled that his
rights and those of prospective male jurors had been
violated. '

The result in this and the Batson case is that
juries are sure to be more inclusive and, it is

- assumed, less weighted toward one party or the
. other. But how far should this principle be extend-

ed? Justice Anthony Kennedy, in a concurring

‘opinion, cautions that “it is important to recognize

that a juror sits not as a representative of a racial
or sexual group, but as an individual citizen.” This
case seeks to correct a perception of bias, where
init‘a} neutrality is the goal.

But while litigants are entitled to an impartial jury,
they are not entitled to one that necessarily reflects
certain characteristics and includes, for example, a
member of the defendant’s church, or someone of his
ethnic background, sexual preference or particular
disability. These challenges of peremptory strikes are
sure to proliferate now, and it would be unfortunate if
they succeeded. The process of jury selection could
become as cumbersome and contentious as the trial
itself, and there is no evidence that the interests of
Justice would be served by requiring tailor-made juries,
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