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United States 
Department of 
Agriculture

Forest
Service

Washington 14th & Independence SW
Office P.O. Bom 96090

Washington. DC 20090-6090

Date: June 30. 1994

To: Forest Service Employees

When I became Chief, I said we would obey the law and tell the truth.

Recently, the Association of Forest Service Employees for Environmental Ethics 
alledged that I “shredded potentially damaging offieal documents" in the 
production of the Forest Service Management Assessment Team's (FBMAT) report 
to the President as part of the follow-up to the President's Forest 
Conference. That is absolutely ridiculous.

I want to make sure chat you all understand the truth:

* In order for the Court and the Plaintiffs to fully understand the 
process we used in preparation of the FEMAT Report. I voluntarily 
filed the attached Declaration with the Western District Court in 
Seattle Washington.

* There was nothing irregular about the process we used. We wanted the 
public to have every chance to comment on the FBMAT Report and not 
incomplete information.

* We did not want information that was essentially brainstorming and 
rough notes to be misinterpreted as the final recommendations of the 
FEMAT Team, we wanted all members of the public to have access to 
the same information.

* Because of the intense level of interest in the FEMAT process, we did 
not want information to be taken out of context in anyway that would 
frighten or harm communities in this region -- especially if it never 
came to pass.

* The Administrative Record for the FEMAT Report can stand on its own. 
Since last September. 26 boxes have been available to the public to 
review in the Bureau of Land Management's Portland, Oregon office. 
These boxes contain ALL of the material which was utilised to develop 
the Report including differing points of view, PEER Review Reports 
and all the background data utilized by the Team.

1 have attached the Court Declaration that was filed with the Western District 
Court. Please review it and see for yourself what was filed. If you have any 
questions contact me personally.

Jack Ward Thomas 
Chief
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Employees for Environmental Ethics.
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Asso^tico of I'^isst Service Emplc^es for Enviionmenol Ethics
Tor further infornetidn 
Andy StAhl tSOS) 494-2692 
Bob Behaeffer (617) 4BB<>-046]

for imMaiate rilease, Hadneaday, June 39. 1994 
JACK \A'ARD T!<IOMAS ADMITS SHREDDING GOVERNMI^NT DOCUMENTS 

USED TO COMPILE NORTHWEST SPOTTED OWL PLAN;
AFSIIEE CA .LS FOR CONGRESSIONAL. JUDICIAL INVESTIGATIONS

An affidavit obtained by the Aaaociation of Foreat servlaa
BBployaaa for SAVironnantai Ethlea (ArsSEE) ravaala that Forest

Bervlee Cihief Jack Ward Themaa avjpcrvlaad the sltredding of potentially
dasaping offlpitl deeumanta praduead by Preaiaant Clinton‘n apoctad
owl planning group, the **Foraat Ecoayatam Hanageitient AaBaaatBant*"Tean*'
(FEMAI). Th0»aa directed fesat iBaadlately prior to aasuning hia I

current paaition. I

Xn sworn taatlmeny aubaittad on June 30 in a lav ault aba Hanging I

tna Clinton Adainlstratton's oontrovaraiai northwest forest plan, I
Thonaa adnitted that ha had doeunanta deatroyed dua to feara of I
■*pranatuie dlaelosura of PEKAT^relatad lnforiDatk)n." Among tha I
eenoarna sited by Thomaa In hia affidavit vae "nagativaly affecting I
coimunitjes if the Information were parcelvad as advarae to thalr I

acononic ot other iutaraata." Xba dsatrayea soounanta Includes draft I

reperta. interral eaeoranda and ainilar matariala. I

"Thouaa* at;redding of docunants praparad in tha course or I
eenplying vlth a fedaral court inlunctien is a serious breach of I
ethicB,** eaid IFSEEB executive Director Andy Stahl. "He has sanitiaad fl
cna BdHilitlafcraT ive raoerd, aeking aura tbit no eabarraecing or H

dlaaaneino epirlena aaa the light of day, H

rsHAT wan created to vrite the Herthvaat H
forest plan in rasponsa to a fadaral H

AFSEEE TOST OFFICE BON U6U EUGENE, OREGON 97440
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On« month after the FEHAT teae diahandadl, tha U.8. Depattnant oI 

Justice» enxiova ahOttV pending litlaetion, instructed PEKXT 

partloipants te "preserve ell aateriala in their poaaaailon that are 

9emane to their work with FEHA« and that thay forward those eaterials 

to a oentral l<oatlon.'* However, according to BtahX, ”8y that tiae 

the deeage had been done."
in the last, round of litigation over the •petted ewl, en Internal 

isanavenAui writ.ten by « Torakt Service wildlife bielooist undarxined 

the govommant'a poaltlon by pointing out sclantifio flaws In the plan 

to protect the northern spotted owl. As a result, e federel judge 

blocked tieber seise. The Porset Service had tried to keep pleintifCe 

troB obt'Kinlng that eeee, but the judge ordered. Ite release.
Based on tie affidavit, APSBiE is calling on »a»bers of Congress 

end the Judloirry to investigate Jack Ward Thoinaa* actions. "Strict 

ethioal ptandaide must cone fron tha vary top of tha agency," Stahl 
concluded, "u’ Chief Thoees* behavior violeted the lav, punisheent 

le in order."

- - 3 0 - -

ooplee of Jaek Hard Thosaa.* affidavit are avaUable on request



FIliE No. 9S1 06/29 ’94 11:41 ID:F0RESTRY 8 ECtKfllC WLP 503 326 6254

'7
PAGE 1

TO: Jim Lyons, Jack Ward Thomas, Will Stelle, Ellen Athas, Mark 
Gaede, Jim Pipkin, Mike Dombeck, Tom Amontree, Jim Sanders

FROM: Lauri Hennessey, Office of Forestry and Economic Development
CC: Tom Tuchmann, Lisa Freedman, John Lowe, Ron Stewart, Elaine 
Zielinski, Roy Montgomery

Attached is an article from today's (Wednesday, June 29th) 
Eugene Register Guard about documents from the EIS process for the 
Forest Plan that were destroyed.

The press is calling the Forest Service out here, as well as 
our office, for a response to this claim from the Association of 
Forest Bervlca Emnlgyees for Environmental Ethics.

I would suggest we say the following:
I

•'There was nothing irregular about this process- We wanted 
the public to have every chance to comment on the Forest Plan when 
it was actually in draft form.

We didn't want information that was essentially brainstorming 
and rough notes to be misinterpreted as something that it wasn't. 
We wanted all members of the public — not just special interest 
groups — to have the same chance to comment on this important 
Plan.

We didn't want this information to be taken out of context in 
a way that would frighten or harm communities in this region — 
especially if it never to came to pass.”

Also, we have 26 boxes of information on this process, all of 
which has been open for public review for the last year. And 
finally, we need to remind people that initiated this attempt to 
describe what our process was. This is anything but some attempt 
to quietly 'sanitize' the record."

This issue is so important — and Jack Ward Thomas's 
credibility so valuable — that we should consider doing a press 
release or something proactive, other than just reacting to press 
inquiries.

Please contact roe or Lisa Freedman with any advice on how to 
proceed. We recommend quick action on this.
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Forest plan 

documents 

destroyed
■ LoQglnBt The Forest Service chief 
is accused of sanitizing the record.
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Assodation of Forest Service Employees for Enviiramental Ethics
Cor further information 
Andy Stahl C903) 484-2692 
Bob Schaeffer (617) 489-0461

far innediate release, Wedneeday, June 29, 1994
jack ward THOMAS ADMITS SHREDDING GOVERNMENT DOCUMENTS JACK NORTHWEST SPOTTED 0^ PLAN;

AFSEEE CALLS FOP. CONGRESSIONAL. JUDICIAL INVESTIGATIONS
An affidavit obtained by the Aseoclation of Forest Service 

EBployoes for Environmental Ethics (AFSEEE) reveals that Forest 
service Chief Jack tijard Thomas eupervlead the shredding of potentially 

damaging official documente produced by President Clinton's spotted 

owl planning group, th. “Forest Ecosystem Management Assesement'Tsan" 

(feMAT). Thomas directed FEHAT immediately prior to asBuming his 

current position.
In sworn tostinony submitted on June 2o in a law 'suit challenging 

the Clinton Administration's controversial northwest forest plan,
Thomao admitted that he had documents destroyed due to fears of 

“premature disclosure of FEHAT-related Informatkm.“ Among the 

oonoerns olt.d by Thomas in his affidavit was "negatively affecting 

communities if the Information were perceived as adverse to their 

economic or other interests." The destroyed documants included draft 

reports, internal memoranda and similar materials.
"Thomae* shredding of documents prepared in the course of 

complying with a federal court injunction i«* a serious breach of 
ethics," said AFSEEE Executive Director Andy Stahl, “He has sanitized 

the adminiatrative record, making sure that no embarrassing or 

dissenting opinions see the light of day.
FFiMhT was created to write the Northwest 
forest plan in response to a federal 

court order.“

, . . .more
AFSEEE S03-484-Z6?! POST OFFICE BON U61S EUGENE. OREGON ?7440
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Ono month after the FEHhT tB&n disbanded, the U.S, Department of 

CTustice, anxious about pending litigation, instructed PEHAT 

participant* to “preaerve all materiale in their pooseeeion that ate 

germane to their work with FZMAT and that they forward those materials 

to a oentral location." However, according to Stahl, "By that time 

the damage had bean done."
in the last round of litigation over the epottod owl, an internal 

namorendun written by * Porekt Service wildlife biologiet undermined 

the government'6 position by pointing out scientific flaws In the plan 

to protect the northern spotted owl, As a roault, a federal judga 

blocked timber sales. The Forest Service had tried to keep plaintlffa 

from obtaining that memo, but the judge ordered its release.
Based on the affidavit. APSEZE is calling on members of Congress 

and the Judiciary to invastigate Jack Ward Thomas' actiona. "Strict 

ethical standards must come from the very top of the agency," Stahl 
concluded, "If Chief Thomas' behavior violated the law, punishment

is In order."
- - 3 0 - -

copies of Jeok Ward Thomas' affidavit ara available on raqueet

/ -
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TKB honorable WILLIAM L, DWfER

/TU THF UVITED STATES DISTRICT COURT r™ SSsiSn DI3TO1CT 07 vmhinoton 
AT SSATT^*

ll SEATTLE AUPUBOM SOCIET*/ •t al., 

{1 Plaintiff®.
V.

.'S;!l:;-ris£”Ssf; “
'IroREST SERVICE, an agency of the
‘United stated,

Defendants,

end
WASHINSTON CONTRACT LOGGERS
association, et al.,

CAVE THE WEST,
Plaintiff.

JAMES LYONS, et al.,
Dofendent*.

NATIVE yOREST COUNCIL,

Plaintiff,

V.

)
)
)
)
)

Civ. NO. 92-4/pWO

)
Defendant-Interyenore. )

BRUCE BABBITT, et «1. .

Defendants.

declaration or jack ward tkomas - i
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)
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1
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civ. No- C&4-768WD

civ. NO. C94-e03WD
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Plaintiff.

V.

MICHAEL ESPY, fet al.,

Defendants,

6

7

B

9
10

Civ. MO. C94-820WD

declaration orJACK WARD THOMAS

ie
17
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20 

21 

22

23
24

25 

25 I

1. My none is Jac3c Ward Thonae. Presently, I am 

Chief or the Forest Service, United States Department of 
AgriouLture. Prior to becoming Foreat servioe Chief, l"served as 

the Chief Research WlldUfe Biologist for the Forest Servige's 

Pacific Northwest Research Station In LaGranda, Oregon. During 

j| the spring and early suranor of 1993, I served-as leader of tha
H

^2 (j Forest Zcosyatam Manageinent Assoaenont Team (''FEMAT') , which wae 

13 e>:‘edtad by the Forest Conference Executive committee shortly 

I after the Forest conference In Portland, Oregon, in April 1993,
IS i rzWAT'a aission was to conduct a biological, social, and economic 

aeeessDient of alternative tnanagement scenarios for federal old- 

growth forests within the range of the northern spotted owl.
FEKAT fulfilled this ttission through preparation of a report 
{"FEKAT Report"), which sets forth 10 management alternatives and 

previdee an in-depth assessment of each one,

2. As Teea Leader, I organised end oversaw the 

preparation of the FE31AT Report and. provided direction to those 

Involved in the process concerning PBMAT's operation. Such 

direction addressed, among other things, document retencion. 
specifleally, tbs documents I instructed team members to retain 

Included the following; Comal correspondence, documents the 

DECLARATXOM OF JACK WARD THOKXS - 2
Vide Sui«i PtBwiiM of
fwIniVMMl 4 MMnI >—irf Ot,!**OwWUil

l-niiM iiliiMiJ I 
Xnll. O

r.O.BaiH)
wiii«in(i«^p.c. KOMaei
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|jt«an contracced to hav* preparad, documents containing raw data 
Ifi| gathered or generated as part of the TZJikT process, iinal tean 

ij assessBients (b_jl».# of apaeies viability) , and poor revlowa on 

draft segmanta of tht TEMAT Report. In.addition, Adminiatratlva 

Aasistant Nancy OeLong was responsiblo for keeping purohaaa 

orders and any otner documents reflecting disbursement of monies 

associated with FEMAT-^

3. There was concern, however, that documents 

generated during the FEMAT process that were not necessary to 

retain, end thus, which participants might properly diecard in
10 i‘,I managing their paper flow, would be diecIesRd prior to ootnpletien

!j or the prooess. This concern stomaed from the harm that could
I resulted from premature disclosure of FEMAT-ralated

^3 liI Informetion, Such potential harm included negatively affecting 

li oonmunltiea if the information were perceived as adverse to their 

16 j economic or other interests, and creating the opportunity for 

!| unfair eoonomlc advantage or manipulation of affected markets If
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J the inforiaetion were obtained by only one or a few individuals. 
FEKM! therefore arranged to have all of its discarded materials 

ehredded before sanding them off for recycling to ensure that 
they would not be prematurely disclosed. That Inforuacion might 
have been dlselosed through diaoov«ry and review of ftMAT's 

dlecarded material# was seen as a real possibility because of tha 

23 I intense level of interest in the FEMXt process, the considerable 

ij Isngths to which the media and affected interests ware going to 

23 ji obtain information during th« prooase, and the fact that the team
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May 19, 1994
Toir^illv^eiie, Toiti Tuchmann, Kevin Swee , Jim
Sanders
From; Lauri Hennessey
RE;ATTACHED FINAL PRESS RELEASE

Okay, guys, please take one more look at the following press 
release, talking points for us, talking points for the field, and 
questions and answers for the field. Notice the Prez is no longer 
in the press release — I added Tuchmann to the end (so they have 
a local quote). Please get back to me Friday morning if you have 
concerns on any of this? If not, I will put this on Office of 
Forestry and Economic Development stationery and have the talking 
points and questions and answers out to the Forest Service and BLM 
offices immediately following word from Dwyer (and after I 
paraphrase him at a couple of spots in the press release and 
talking points) . I will also get all of this to you guys 
immediately after it's done Friday and I am sending it out.

You may notice that the tone has shifted a little and become a 
little less ’’victorious" and more quietly grateful that we are 
moving forward.... my humble routine!

One last point — Will and I spoke today and both think it is 
appropriate to get a little tough if asked about the bombardment of 
lawsuits in the last two weeks — no commenting on the substance 
and merits of the lawsuits, but we can comment on the strategy of 
dogpiling lawsuits at the last minute. Talk to Will with questions 
(or give me a call).

Thanks!!
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For Immediate Release May 20, 1994
contact: Kevin Sweeney/Interior

(202) 208-6416 
Tom Amontree/Agriculture 
(202) 720-4623 
Local Contact:
Lauri Hennessey: (503) 326-6251

FEDERAL JUDGE ANKOPMCES END TO FOREST SERVICE 
INJUNCTION BLOCKIMQ NORTHWEST AMD CALIFORNIA TIMBER SALES

President Clinton^s Forest Plan moves forward

Seattle — Federal District Court Judge William 

Dwyer has announced he will dissolve the injunction that 

was issued more than three years ago, enjoining timber 

sales on Forest Service lands in the Northwest and 

Northern California.

Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt hailed the 

decision. "This is only the beginning," he said. "In 

fact, in the last two wee)cs, we've heard from a multitide 

of special interest groups that they are challenging this 

new Plan — though that doesn't surprise us. But we 

still believe the best thing for this region is to move 

forward — it's not more court cases, litigation, and 

delay," he said.

Agriculture Secretary Mi)ce Espy echoed that goal. 

"Judge Dwyer's order lifting the injunction on the 

Pacific Northwest and Northern California timber sale 

program is good news for the region. It allows us to 

realize a primary objective addressed by President
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Clinton at the Forest Conference, that these disputes 

should be resolved by sitting down at a table together, 

rather than taking it to the courtroom," he said.

"People in the Northwest and Northern California 

have lived this impasse for so long, it's almost 

impossible to remember a time when there was anything 

else," said Tom Tuchmann, Director of the U.S. Office of 

Forestry and Economic Development, the office responsible 

for coordinating the implementation of the Forest Plan in 

the Northwest. "What the Judge's ruling means is that we 

have shown it can be done — we can break the gridlock 

and begin moving forward with protecting the environment 

and providing stable timber supply," he said.

Judge Dwyer said this ruling is not an opinion on 

the merits of the Plan. That opinion would come after 

challenges made to the Record of Decision are heard — 

the deadline for those challenges is next week. In his 

ruling, the Judge said (fill in details on Dwyer ruling 

in regard to the timeline, and when challenges will be 

heard)

-30-
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TALKING POINTS ON DWYER ANNOUNCEMENT OH INJUNCTION

MAY 20f 1994

1. Federal District Court Judge William Dwyer announced this 
afternoon he will lift an injunction that has locked up forest 
management on Forest Service lands in the Northwest and Northern 
California.
2. What the Judge's ruling means is that the President's Forest 
Plan can move one step forward towards implementation. The Plan 
may be implemented 30 days after the final Record of Decision was 
completed, which would mean May 20th for the beginning of the Plan.
3. The Plan is the result of more than a year of work, including 
public comment and hearings, and hundreds of scientists' 
involvement.
4. This ruling does not mean the Judge finds the new Forest Plan 
to be a perfect Plan — in fact, this ruling is not about the new 
Forest Plan's legality at all.
5. We are not surprised some special interest groups challenged 
us two days ago — they have promised it from the beginning. We 
are, of course, disappointed.
6. They have been saying that they are not seeking an injunction, 
but at the same time they are asking us to go back to the drawing 
board with the plan — the effect is the same — more gridlock.
7. They obviously are not interested in the same thing we are — 
putting people back to work. The way to do that is to move ahead 
with a plan and get timber sales going again. It's not to go back 
to court.
8. Still, we are moving forward. We will put it work as quickly 
and efficiently as we can-
9. Time will tell whether the challenges are found to be valid or 
not. We have done everything we can to meet both procedural and 
substantive standards of the nation's environmental laws and how 
they have been interpreted by the courts. We believe we have put 
forth a good faith effort that can provide relief from this 
gridlock.
10. In terms of Judge Jackson's review of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act, and although the Judge has found a violation, he has 
not enjoined use of the Forest Ecosystem Management Assessment Team 
(FEMAT) report. We do take the court's ruling very seriously, and 
we are taking steps to ensure compliance with FACA in this Plan 
The ruling doesn't affect the injunction being dissolved, and it 
doesn't affect moving forward with timber — which we will do right 
away.
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TALKING POINTS ON DWYER ANNOUNCEHENT ON INJUNCTION

1. Federal District Court Judge William Dwyer announced this afternoon he 

will lift an injunction that has locked up forest management on Forest 

Service lands in the Northwest and Northern California.

2. What the Judge's ruling means is that the President's Forest Plan can 

move one step forward towards implementation. The Plan may be implemented 3 0 

days after the final Record of Decision was completed, which would mean May 

20th for the beginning of the Plan.

3. The Plan is the result of more than a year of work, including public 

comment and hearings, and hundreds of scientists' involvement.

4. Time will tell whether the challenges are found to be valid or not. We 

have done everything we can to meet both procedural and substantive standards 

of the nation's environmental laws and how they have been interpreted by the 

courts. We believe we have put forth a good faith effort that can provide 

relief from this gridlock,

5. In terms of Judge Jackson's review of the Federal Advisory Committee 

Act, and although the Judge has found a violation, he has not enjoined use of 

the Forest Ecosystem Management Assessment Team (FEMAT) report. We do take 

the court's ruling very seriously, and we are taking steps to ensure 

compliance with FACA in this Plan

6. The ruling doesn't affect the injunction being dissolved, and it doesn't 

affect moving forward with timber — which we will do right away.

7. And let's not forget — this isn't just about timber. It's about 

watershed restoration. It's about new forestry. It's about partnerships 

with local communities. This Plan is about a whole new way of using 

ecosystem management in managing our forests — which has never been done 

before. That is an achievement to be proud of.
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QUESTIONS AMD MTSWER8 ON INJUNCTION 

MAY 20. 199A

Note: The press release and talking points are phrased as if the
injunction is dissolved on Friday. If it is not dissolved, we will 
not have a press release or talking points, but we would provide 
questions and answers for the field, I have included them at the 
end of this.

What happened today?

Federal District Court Judge William Dwyer announced this afternoon 
he will lift an injunction that has locked up forest management on 
Forest Service lands in the Northwest and Northern California since 
1992. That injunction came on the heels of another one, which had 
been created in 1991 — leaving forest management locked up in the 
region since 1991.
When does this mean ve can get going with timber In the field?
What the Judge's ruling means is that the President's Forest Plan 
can move one step forward towards implementation. The Plan may be 
implemented 30 days after the final Record of Decision was 
completed, which would mean May 20th for the beginning of the Plan. 
Does this mean Judge Dvyer has approved of the new Plan?
This ruling does not mean the Judge finds the new Forest Plan to be 
a perfect Plan —: in fact, this ruling is not about the new Forest 
Plan's legality at all. This ruling simply means that the federal 
agencies put together a plan that considered the effect of logging 
on species; that was what was necessary to lift the injunction that 
has blocked up timber sales in this region. We will put the Plan 
to work as quickly and efficiently as we can.
Hasn't the new Plan already been ohallengad?
Time will tell whether the challenges are found to be valid or not. 
We have done everything we can to meet both procedural and 
substantive standards layed out by the nation's environmental laws 
and how they have been interpreted by the courts. We believe we 
have put forth a good faith effort that can provide relief from 
this long debate.
What about charges the new Plan is illegal because it violated open 
meetings requirements?
In terms of Judge Jackson's review of the Federal Advisory 
Committee Act, and although the Judge has found a violation, he has 
not enjoined use of the Forest Ecosystem Management Assessment Team 
(FEMAT) report. We do take the court's ruling very seriously, and 
we are taking steps to ensure compliance with FACA in this Plan 
The ruling doesn't affect the injunction being dissolved, and it 
doesn't affect moving forward with timber — which we will do right 
away.How much timber can we gat out right away now that we can move 
forward?
Obviously, it's not as much as we could have done if we didn't have 
some of the delays in getting this injunction lifted. But now that 
it is lifted, we are going to make it a top priority to get the
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timber sale program up and running right away. It won't happen 
overnight. We had a pipeline of timber built up, and the last 
three years of gridlock have left the pipeline pretty much dry, 
(Each Forest or District can estimate what they could do in the 
coming few months, or not, but there is no regional estimate,) 
IMCLUDE FINAL O AMD A ON TIMELIKE IK NEXT FEW MONTH8 AFTER DWYER 
TELLS US
IN CASE THE INJUNCTION IS WOT LIFTED;
Where do you go from here?
Of course we are extremely disappointed the Judge did not dissolve 
the injunction, but we believe there is still hope that we can move 
forward. (Paraphrase any guidance from Judge on why he didn't lift 
the injunction, what we need to change, what challenges need to be 
heard, etc. The important point is that we are moving forward. 
(WHAT OTHER QUESTIONS DO WE NEED IN CASE THIS HAPPENS?)
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Weyerhaeuser denies its'^j 

stand splits the industry
ByBIIIVirgIfi
p.f Haportgr

Weyerhaeuser Co. said yes­
terday- its endorsement of the 
Clinton administration’s plan to 
restore federal timber harvests 
doesn't mean it's splitting flrom 
the rest of the industry’s strate­
gy of challenging the plan in 
court or in Congress.

An oClclal of the association 
that says the plan wont deliver 
enough timber to Pacific North­
west mills said he too doesn’t 
see a split

But while the American For­
est & Paper Association and 
other major timberholding com­
panies say Option 9 wont work, 
a Weyerhaeuser representative 
said yesterday the company still 
backs the plan as “a starting 
point” to make more logs avail­
able to Pacific Northwest mills.

The administration has sub­
mitted its plan to U.S. District 
Judge William Dwyer and is 
seeking the removal of Dwyer’s 
injunction on most federal for­
est timber sales.

After Weyerhaeuser Presi­
dent Jack Creighton told report­
ers at Thursday’s annual share­
holders meeting the company 
endorses the Option 9 plaii, 
roprosentatives of small mills, 
which don’t hold their own 
tracts of timber like Weyer­
haeuser. accused the forest
products giant of selling out 

It wouldn’t be the fir______________ Irst split
within the industry on policy 
issues. Small mills have criti­

cized Weyerhaeuser and other 
log exporters for shipping wood 
overseas that could be used to 
supply domestic mills.

An executive at Boise Cas- - 
cade' Corp.. a large forest prod­
ucts company with its own tim- 
berlands, said at a Seattle 
investment conference earlier 
this year it doesn’t think export­
ing American raw lop is a good 
idea.

But Mark Rey, vice presi­
dent of the American Forest & 
Paper Association, which has 
endorsed challenging Option 9. 
said Weyerhaeuser is “part of 
the group and (has) participated 
in our discussions. What they 
have told me they meant to say 
is they would like to see at least 
the volume (of federal timber) 
that was promised under Option 
9."

The association contends 
Option 9 won't deliver either 
the 2 million board feet of wood 
a year , the administration dis­
cussed at the 1993 regional 
timber summit, or the 1.1 billion 
board feet the plan now pro­
poses. The industry has already 
challenged the legal validity of 
the Clinton plan, and says Con­
gress should be asked to step in 
and dictate a solution, prefera­
bly with more timber.

“Everyone is in accord that 
we won’t see the objectives of 
Option 9 met and it’s time to 
move on,” Rey said.

But Weyerhaeuser stopp^ 
short of endorsing the associa­
tion’s push to dump Option 9

and go to Congress. “We see 
Option 9 as a starting point to 
make more timber available,” 
said spokesman Mike Walters. 
“Let’s see how the situation 
develops. If the administration 
thinks a congressional approach 
is the right one, we would 
support that”

Weyerhaeuser isn’t a signifi­
cant buyer of federal timber in 
the Pacific Northwest, although 
its paper.yOperations are affect­
ed by the availability and price 
of residual chips, the leftover 
wood fhim lumber operations 
that do use logs fi-oro federal 
forests.

Other major companies in 
.the Pacific Northwest with sig­
nificant timber holdings of their 
own say they're not fans of 
Option 9.

“One can say getting one 
stick of wood is better than 
getting nothing,’’ said Jess 
Drake, vice, president and gen­
eral manager of Simpson Tim­
ber C6. in Shelton. “At some 
point the industry has to decide 
whether to endorse something 
so small. If we fundamentally 
don't believe it’s a prudent 
choice,” the industry ought to 
oppose the plan.

“We endorse Option 9 only / 
fh»m tho standpoint it’s time to/ 
get going,” added Rick Holley,/ 
president of Plum Creek Timber! 
Co. in Seattle, “We don’t thinkV 
Option 9 provides enough tim­
ber. The science is such, (the 
harvest) probably should be 
higher.”

Weyerhaeuser chief backs
phesidenKs forest plan
__^ACdMA, ’ Wash. (AP) —' forests af Washinotnii]T^0MA, Wash. (AP) - 
Weyerhaeuser Co., one of the 

jation’a largest timber com- 
P^, his come out In favor of 
msident Clinton’s Northwest
forttt-m^i;emaat plan, 

officer,, said after tlM com- 

dent’sr plan jihokmen^-; Wa
.iEiivlronmtilUte

Option 9 is the Clinton ad- protect whal's left oflhS ™cpn»P^ wn't^
111 An



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH I NGTON

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDE

FR:

RE:

DATE:

Katie McGinty /f 

Response to tl/e Forest Plan 

22 April 1994

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN

9*1 APR25 p3: 2*1

The initial response to your final Forest Plan has been 
encouraging. The two main papers in the region have written 
favorably, as did the Washington Post.

^ N Several other developments deserve mention. Judge Dwyer has / noted his intention to lift the injunction on May 13th unless one 
of the parties persuades him to the contrary, and in a conference 
with the Judge Wednesday none stated their intention of opposing 
our request that he do so. The Department of Justice stated that 
this is a very encouraging sign indeed.

In another major development, Weyerhauser today publicly 
endorsed the plan, which is a very strong signal that at least some 

mponents of the industry recognize the value in ending the 
confusion that has tied up the region for years.

Attached are the relevant clippings.



The Clinton Timbor Plan
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environmental staSw a<taiiiStaiSn ^ “y
^ Northwest's remaining dffSSt *° «dU it. they risk
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editors
Clinton’s plan: looking; 

for a bit more timber
E

PAGE 1

iiWIii

, » -
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iiiSli

path.

VEN before it hit the judge’s desk, CUnton’s nsSised Northwest '
plan was under attack by both extremes. In the politicai wildawS 
forests and trees, that may be a si^ theadministati^i on flie ri^t -

Sen, ^e Gorton grumbles that Clinton is abandoning Northwest timber 
coimnunities by cutting off logging in much of the region, ^-styled 
environmental groups sound a sWll alarm that Clinton has “yielded to
corporate money and special-interest politics."

Count on federal Judge William Dwyer to ignore both extremes as he 
examines the plan. His test is simple; Does the plan satisfy federal laws.?

The Clinton challenge has been to meet those stiff requirements without 
closing down the forests altogether. Last-minute revisions suggest the 
administration is still trying to strike that precarious balance.

This administration did not create the daemma. The crisis in Northwest 
forests emerged from decades of massive overcutting — logging that

- conformed to a theory of so-called
' revisions demonstrate tiie '
• administration V willingness to ‘^‘®^*ted by foresters, biologists and

keep lookingfor a pragmatic
'jjt j«. Beginmng in the Bush admimstra-

nttddle ground between tion, Oregon biologist Jack Ward
environmental purity and Thomas led the team that laid out a

economic disaster' tangeofoptionsforanewand
necessarily expe^ental timber strat­
egy. Now, as Clinton’s Fqrest-^^(iiryice 
chief, he’s responsible far malfing it ■jxr.mfu--.- ■■

,, , wuia. • ■•p:. >work.

harvestsvrould be'even smaller a bld^^bbthfeti&b^ *>

The revise plan proposes to allow"sales of timber in selected forests,
Knfn/a-i' J ‘ ^------- ^------ ——•*-«-~»f""-'^««.even.,L;,

^ters^ analysis. That kind of compromise may' >•- 
?“f™.:«g®^;^yjfonraOTtal groups, butit makes sense. Thomas Mys the' '
horest Service needs to begin experimenting with newl^stry, ti^ ^ i 
un^ted^dt^atives to the vast dear-cuts that hel^ turn Northwesteniers

theadnum willingness tgkeepjr^king

Hop^y^tplan wiU also meet the rigorous legal test Judge Dwyeriwill '
nowipplyto it.
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A r^ponsible forest plan
It can be adjust^ later, but it needs implementing now

T
^ he Clinton admin^tration’s 

Northwest forestiitan that 
was filed Thursday With a

__ federaljudge is a responsible
‘response to injunctions and the para­
lyzing controversy over management 

-of the federal forests of Western Orc-
'gon and Washington and Northern 
•California.
'• An interesting question, remains: 
Could different scientists have found a 
management approach equally capa­
ble of maintaining natural processes
— protecting the northern spotted owl 
and other old-growth species — while
allowing a greater timber harvest? '
That’s one for Congress and sd^tlsts 

•topursue. \ •’
The Northwest’s pressing need now 

; is for judges to let this plMhe imple: , ; 
.^ent^. for;the le^tm^rt)r;Mh ^be, 
.■cleared away.and the Jk^p^pfpt^ 
•narlng,timber sales ^pfptdlng to the,.; 
idictates of.tli plan tqg^ und^^..,

•’ - Oddly .that’s not the goal ofsthe timr:^ 
• her industry. Its key-players want to 

undermine this plan, much as some 
environmental groups do. - •

/ The industry hopes that If the grid- ' 
lock continues and ho federal timber

''gets to market. Congress will inter-'
’vene with a law more favorable to the 

-‘industry. Thatis a nice strategy for ; 
.lawyers and may be a risk worth tak-

- ing j&om the boardroom profit-loss
itandpoin^ But It’shird on.Qommu-. , 

’hlties and workers who stand to galfi ^ 
'•something even If not as inuch as )
‘••they'd like — from getting timber, 
''sales moving along.’■

A Utigate-and-delay strategy al^' 
’plays into the hands of the more iaXr , 
jreme environmentalists happy to See

gridlock — and the resulting falloff of 
loggii^ — continue to the point that 
the public and communities abcept the 
lack of timber sales as the noini'Xath- 
er thaii the exception. \

Obviously, however, real stability In 
federalibrest management requires 
congressional action. Not to ovrarlde 
environmental laws or exempt timber 
^es from legal challenges, but to 
clarify the rules for timber sales and 
other forest-management actions. 
CongreM should Incorporate the ad- . 
ministration’s valid oy ective of eco­
system management ^ recognizlDg 
that forests are a complex, interre­
lated collection of organisms, each 
serving a function.

But Cohgiiesshas been free to act. 
and stead^tly failed to do so..There's 
ho assurance that a consensus am be 
found In that divided body, eyen With - 
prudential pressure.

Meanwhile,' whaii^s left as the alter; 
native to more years of grfdlbck Is the 
Clinton plan, a notable attempt at a 
scientifically credible forest-manage­
ment stategy. It provides less of a tim­
ber harvest than the industry would 
like and more than many environmen­
talists are comfottable with. It also 
provides for other forest jobs and as­
sistance to commxmities and people 
hurfby.the decline inithe fed^ tim- 

.. bar harvest.' '-r-: _ : '' .
TWsplah’s provisions can be ad-:

justed later, either by the administra; 
Uon 'or Congress in light of experience 
and additional scientific input But it’s 
needed now and deserves a chance to 
work. ’ '
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PH-HAooWayerhaeuser-Poreets, 39 0<
Weyerhaeuser Chief Says Company Backs Clinton Plan<
With PM-Horthwest Forests,<

; TAC^IA, Wash. (AP) Weyerhaeuser Co., one of the nation's 
largest timber companies, has come out in favor of President 
Clinton's Northwest forest-management plan.

i Jack Creighton, Weyerhaeuser's chief executive officer, 
said after the company's annual meeting Thursday, "I'd 
rather.see the president's plan in^lemented. We support 
^tion 9 and tdiatever means it takes to achieve it." 
‘Option 9 is the Clinton adminisLration's plan to prevent 

future overcutting .and protect endangered wildlife in 
national forests of Washington, Oregon and Northern 
California.iThe plan, submitted last week to a federal judge in 
Seattle for approval, would reduce annual timber harvests 
t^ about one-fourth the average of the 1980s.

I Many timber-industry officials have said that level is 
roo low. They are deciding whether to challenge the plan in 
court.I Environmentalists say he plan doesn't go far enough to 
protect idiat'e left of the region's ancient forests. They 
h4ve said they expect to challenge the plan at some point, 

iCreighton said Weyerhaeuser sup^rts the Clinton plan as 
a I way to resume federal timber flows, save some forest jobs 
and help timber communities.

iWeyerhaeueor purehasee seme federal timber in Oregon and 
bv[ys wood chips and mills that saw federal timber. The 
chips axe used to make pulp in company mills, Creighton 
sdid.

|The company isn't dependent on federal timber harvests, 
but is considered a highly influential Industry player in 
the forest debate.

|An injunction issued by U.S. District Judge william Dwyer 
ir| m4d-1991 has halted logging across millions of acres of f^eral forests in the Northwest.

|A representative of smaller forest businesses accused Weyerhaeuser of Jumping Ship for backing the Clinton plan.
P'You're kidding. They said that publicly?" said Gus Kuiehne, vice president of the Western Forest Industries 

Aspoeiation, a group of. small mill owners and lumber 
companies that once depended on federal timber.

;"They want to free up private lands from restrictions 
and give away federal lands. They're selling us out.Thjay're trying
to; gain brownie points with the administration,'' he said.

A director of the Washington Environmental Council said 
Weyerhaeuser's stance is fairly good news.

p'They're breaking the industry line. That's a surprise. 
The industry has hung together and opposed it up to now,'' 
KejLanle Rowland said.

6;T£|2. MA
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IntMe:
Former Demo­
cratic Rep. 
AuCtm warns 
tkattkepnsi- 
dent’sforest 
PUmcouldlose 
him votes in 
1996. B1

WHMiD«|cr
has become the 
mostvisiNe 
U.S. district 

judge in the 
NdrthioesL

From trees
to term limits^
Dwyer having 

major impact
SmMrTimuMeffeiptrtir

"This is a job where you can really 
ma^ a diflerence, if you do it right," 
^Oiani Dwyer told a reporter (he 
^ befcre he became a U^. district 
judge for Western Washington in 
1987.

Mot ever^e agrees he has done 
it right But in nearly 6 Vi years on the
federal bendi, Dw^ defeiddy has 
made a ddfeieMce.

the most tangible evi­
dence ■ in (he Northwest's natiorial 
fcRSts. Hindreds of thousands of 
acres of old trees stiB stand, yiare 
after their scheduled dates with the 
diiinaaw, because at Dwyer.

The ju4ge barred most new tim­
ber sales in 1991. dcdarii« the U.Sl 
Forest Sdvice hadn’t oongilied with

envumuiieiital htwtvi|Biri»^|iwn«n^ 
tfen of the spotted owl and other 
wikDife. Those rulings off
what some have bbdedastruggle for 
the regioo'B soul, a stninic that 

Dwyer's cauctroom
Tjiursoqr-

That[s when the Clinton adminis­
tration is scherhited to mdanit- its 
fe«ff«waited Northwest foieal ^ 
tor the judge's scnitiiqr.

The spotted-ond cases havepitb- 
pelled Dw]^ to the sort ofpranii- 
nenoe few judges eivoy — or suflier.

Eari Watien and George Boldt
the merh mentioa at his naiM.can 
touch off strong emotioDB. «

Dnegoo euvumuueatal activmt 
Tim Hermach likens Dwyer to St
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THE SEATTLE TIMES [DITDRIALS
)UNDAY, APRIL 17. 1994 Clinton’s plan: looking 

for a bit more timber
I 1 VEN before it hit the judge’s desk, Clinton’s revised Northwest forest 

plsn wss under sttack by both extremes. In the political wilderness of 
I ^ {crests and trees, that may be a sign the administration is on the right

Slsd* Gorton grumbles that Clinton is abandoning Northwest timber 
communities by cutting off logging in much of the region. Self-styled 
environmental groups sound a shrill alarm that Clinton has “yielded to
corporate money and special-interest politics.’’

Count on federalju^e William Dwyer to ignore both extremes as he
examines the plan. His test is simple: Does the plan satisfy federal \rm}

The Clinton challenge has been to meet those stiff requirements without 
dosing down the forests altogether. Last-minute revisions suggest the 
administiationisatiUtryingtosttikethatprecariousbalan^^^

This administration did not create the dilemma. The cnsia in Northwest 
forests emerged from decades of massive overcutting - logging that

conformed to a theory of so-called 
^ austainedyieldthatisnowthoroughly

Tk$rmsumdm(miraUou ^jgcre^ted by foresters, biologists and
adminisintion'twiUwigMSS to the federal courts.

k€ep looking for a pragmatic pAginniwg in the Bush administra-
middle ground hitmen tion, Oregon biologist Jack Ward

environmental purity and Thomas led the t^ that laid out a
of options for a new andeconomic disosfer. necessarily experimental timber strat-

egy. Now, as Clinton’s Forest Service 
chief, he’s responsible for making it
work.

Option 9, Clinton’s choice, was tough medicine, projecting harvests at 
barely 20 percent of tiie levels of the 1980s. More rocenUy, Thomas told 
Congress the actual harvests would be evra smaller, a blow both to timber 
country economics and to the admimstrstion’s ^edibility.

The revised plan proposes to allow sales of timber in selected forests even
before undergoing lengthy watershed analysis. That kind of compromise may 
alarm some environmental groups, but it makes sense. Thomas says the
Forest Service needs to begin m^erimenting with new forestry, trying 
untested alternatives to the vast clear-cuts that helped turn Northwestemers
against the timber industry.

The revisions demonstrate the administration’s willingness to keep looking
for a pragmatic middle ground between environmental purity and economic
disaster. Such compromises may hot satisfy the combatants, but they are in 
keeping with broad public impulses that drive the politics of Northwest forests,

“ Hopefolly,thatplanwillal8omeettherigotou8legalteatJudgeDwyerwill

i0/l70-d . now apply to it
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for environmentalists
CKnton s proposed 

likefy to befou^t 

jrommar^ angles
BTBMCPtTMl

NtmOmt the Omtao
tntion hM fliitahcd Its longaviited
Northwwt tomt phn, the ti«t 
nMve is up to «ivwmBenal
^”^1^ steft'i of one mind.

Some thsy «iU so to ODurt to
Meek the plan from tridng M
nox month, Othsm. while eq«^y 
oitial of the piu. haven’t deoM 

Hiw say the bencta of conl^
ued Ittplim must he em^ 
nuntt the poaaMty of a pofeal

'TTie main umeaiH people bye 
ia the specter of Conipeaa panpmg in and leaving us wone etf than we
are now," said Mike Andenon of
the WHdetneea Sodeflr. “Bat if we 
letitride, we wBuldhave insart a 
plan a lot of us are net happy with.

Adminittntion offlciala yaatar- 
^ signed gif on the plan, a y« mthe making, and submittBd it u U5.

Diaate Judge Wflllam Dwyer to 
Seattle. It diiwa a new map w 
17 milllonacMsoffedecal*^tm 
Western Wishington. Weatern 
Oregon and Northetn Callfcnua.

About 70 percent of the temaifr 
ing unprotected older totem would 
be included in reeerwe. legging
would drop to leae than one^quiiter 
the level of the 1900s.

Snvimunenaliam ley Chet's 
sdll too much. Timber interests say
it’s coo little.

The pirn is the preduet of taw* 
filed by «ovire™t^sts 

long befrn CUnton took office. 
Dwyer ruled «hieey«rethat 
tjw Bush adminissttlen had wiH- 
tolly violated onvinniiienal 1»m. 
md ha Woeked mom newseies until the gwernmant adopted 
a new ^ ihm meets legil Stan*
itotdatorwMltopnCeetion.

When it sufaniaad its plan y»
cetday, the Clinton idnunitfiaOon 
uksd Dwyer to lift hie h» The
judge hea ichedttled a omifct^ 
WodnoMtoy to sett out jum what
’’^Ttataftoterema alreedy hmm
announced they wfil file lewsuiu to

PiSASB SSI TImher ok 8 a

Friday. April i5. 1994

Environmentalists ponder plan
Timber
cgnriHUto psoM B l
openwrn (he OiiitMi pim pnd fwta iht admin- 
htmion u alail onr.

Bui thay itao have iiU they won’t mom to 
Unek the pim from ukhi| dfect «Me their 
cifee wend ibeir way ihreV|h Ihi emet 
ayWeiii. Such n meve, M MiCGCiehd, weald 
l«4va m)ii« wiili even lat Meril Umber h Uw 
den nm ihn ihc CNnun pkn would pmUa. 

:-niat hevee the envIfonmenuNau,
•Moat pniM ihe CUnton plan m a bl| 

InywvawenL
f'-h’a daem to heel Itan anyiMna Uw Budi 

■toniddnliea did,”«id Aldy Kcir d the 
Orcaon Naiunl Rceeuieae CoundL ane dia 
orpniftllaria that Wad (he hmuil that 
piwnpiad Dwycr'a hm.

.Bui h aUll hlh ihert of whn the law 
raquliet,env<ranmemall«taiM. "h'lNkakidi- 
hall,'' wd Jim IHawl d the Natkeid Auduhan 
Bachly. another pWirtM inmii. "Youdm'l set 
poliiti far laUina Inaidi Dm 5-or 10-yard Una.* 

;Xcfr BtU itw Orenan Natuid leamKce;Xcfr BtU Itw Orcaan Natuid 
CquiKlI wndd mm w bloch the pfae. Oitwr 
ryupa hrmhad In die edaUni idt add they aaenlam.

they toe and aueoaed in mdandtog the 
fadgkiBhui. they add. kndde
ma to nmnida the eoMti. io|ihiato*cfafar wta|ihaSdM(lM adi

BuiKerraaidthadmatoftca 
orantoe h ovuiUawn,

"tt'a a ritk. hill we thinh il'i i 
riik." ha aaU. "ConrcM h vay tiamr (Me 
iaaiM ia Ml the duurwep e( Ike admidainUDn 
and the ooune, and nut wi thehv....

"BnytrenmeniaHaii ahmiM alweya be eqn- 
ccpied ahaul t HMed bacMaah. But Ihe 
(Oreaen Naturd ICeaeureee CeuneiD h more 
caneamed ihaul leUn'e hackliih.'’

XetT ackmwiadfad, however, Ifeai any 
dnihiiae to Ihe Otmen afmi iaat i aere 
wimitf. "ti'a Hof to be a lot hwder dmfafan 
far judac liwym uiia Ume.'^ he aald.

The Native Pareal Cei^t a amaB •nvk' 
ran manta) wmip baaed In Kuatfia, Qm., Itai la 
not pot af die yraaaet fawauit, atoa hae mid k 
wauU ehdicnae Ihe Chnian plan, ht aBaeudve 
dtreaiw, Tim liarmach, hat bren ht|lily erid- 
id Ilf moat iif the mamilnam ptMlia. aeyiaa 
they are too wfflina lu eempreniife.

(>iM h^l laeiM thai'a likely m aurfacc anan 
it iutiedieuun. Tlnfam-iwluatry hwyer Mark 
Rutiidi aiM earner iMa weak UidhbdkMa 
pfannad to lih Ihair hwtuka in fadeid euull in 
Wuhlnpten. IXC, wl^ fan edhd "i nwre

A D^Judae, Thomai Pen!

mmHMd.toiMea^bidudM4h1 Ujw^MadaiuthdiddlnMh

'<WehB>ettou|hdMidi 
Ddrtcnc MadHnmM, m

tomdM,'iaid 
pmddam af iha Utadi-

hflen gnvfaonmiiiCdl CeencB, mndwr pkln-
•CtSwr than ehillaedina the nmkw ptoi. 

■tl Andenon ef the wSnwMSadeiy.taiM
enviiwimemalhta have uHtod uf mudne to 

■■■ti» Mlih I inia'alerirt imerOTdnitorlBiflvelga^BI

ifaMim"farlhaindiiatiyviaw.
>X;. Mae. Thmiaa Penfidd Jed 

with Madry hat munih that the 
1 phn had been pnaartd in vfafaUan m 

an epan-mnatlnai Itw. He wnuUn’i ktaefc the 
ednUnhiiaden bom ade*dns the Nan ta aaU 
he mi|ht aenildar i new chalt^ anae iha 
phn wni ilwied.

leaourtpapenawihfaweckilhaefanfaii- 
Iniimi aald alt diatleniMaheuMheiMtalidti. 
ad In Dw^t eouR and aahad iha Beattie 
judia to h^ iHha tkel happen.

AtwnaActaltddtfqiMfnanaafiimadle- 
liaiienna mid cannot he rnaidvad by Iha kidiei 
involved, they on be nhnwd to i |SiN 
panel enmukidiMiieiWipiian far i<‘ '

lepmwhfdadhii 
OtdM^toAhMnV

Paa 10 to lao aeian idht, ^arwwnaalkar
MiWaatSXarkwilladidadh

•wfaaii a* w.iaaa / it«?na Tinea
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Colville Tiibes OKsetdement 

over Grand Coulee Dam losses
AssocunD putt

NESPBLEM. Okmom County 
— Mett^en of the CdviUe Confed- 
ented Tribes voted 2,191 to 154 
yesterdsy to approve a muldnullion* 
dollar aettkneat with the federal 
govenuneat over use of tribal lands 
l6at to Grand Coulee Dam.

The ColviDes will receive a lump- 
aum peyraent of $53 million and 
annual paymeats of at least 
$1525 nuUi^bogjninag in 199$.

The votes rome at a general 
ttibal^MaberaUp meeting.

‘'TUa was an issue that really 
eapturad the heart of the tribal mem- 
berahip.” CfaainBaa Eddie ftlman- 
teer said in a written atatement.

^Tribal nteetes oaine ftom liter* 
ally aD over the eouaiiy to vote on 
thie important teauaJ' •

Ute CotriBe ihsdbdaratiop baa 
7,700 eoroned^ mamhen Ima 13 
Centra] WaahiiUttolt l^bes and 
bends.

The aealemeBt acknowledges 
the tribes are owed a portion of 
revenues from the Grand Coulee 
hydroelectric project on the Colum­
bia River. The dam flooded traditiQn- 
al villages and wiped out tribal aalffl- 
on fisheries after its completion in 
the earty 1940s.

E merobeta are to receive an 
equd share of the aettlemeni, it 
would mean about $6200 for each 
person immediately and at least 
$1265 a year. The yearly payments 
wouldbetiedtothepriceandpnduc- 
tion of electricity and the ooDSumer 
price index.

**Nb amount of mwey can truly 
oompnaate the tribes and ito mem­
bers, espedslly our ddera, for the 
way of 1^ that Grand Coulee Dam 
took away, and to that eartant the 
settlement is madequate," Palman- 
teer said.

“But the aettlement is
atrudured to provide condnuing

benefits for our children, the settle­
ment is one that we had to take."

In-1992, the Bomeville Power 
Administration estimated Grand 
Coulee Dam produced $412 million 
worth of electricity. Water pumped 
from Lake Roosevelt, the dam’s res­
ervoir, fee^ the 5O0.Q0O-acre Co- 
hitnbis Beain origitian project, but 
none goes to tribel reseivatian lands.

Conatniction of the dam. which 
began in the 1930s, flooded thou­
sands of eeres of tribal land and 
destroyed 1200 miles of aafanon 
spawning trfrutariea.

Tto was built without fish
UOQBtvv

The tribes were paid $60,000 for 
the land, but leaders daimed they 
should be compensated for electrical 
power created from their riverfaed. 
The gotvounent had contended it 
needed the riverbed for
navifftion and thus did not have to 
compensate the tribes.
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Log^gplan 

faces tough 

industry crowd 

in Northwest
Clinton presidency coiM be next on 

endctn^pred list, says ex-Iawmaker
BY BmC PHYNB 
Stattknimst^rifortir

STEVENSON, Skanuni* County - Prwident 
Clinton'8 proposed Northwwt fercst plan could co»t 
him Waahington and Oregon in the 1996 presidential 
election, a fbnntf Democntic congressman aays.

Les AuCotn. who served aa a member of the House 
of Representatives town Oregon, yesterday toW the 
annual meeting of the Northwest Fareatry Aaaoa- 
ation, an industry group, that the Clinton plan’s
proposed reduction in logging on federal forests could
hurt the president in rural parts of the Northwest 
whose support he wflU need in two years.

\\ 'Ido^believe his advisers have been servjnjghim
il well,” said AuCmn, who now lobbies for the timber 
U industry. “Some in the administration wonhip at an 
fl altar of environmental theology they put higher than 
V the interests of the president hsna^”

Clinton carried both Washington and Or^on m 
1992. the same year AuCoin lost a close Senate race 

• after 18 years in the House.
Some Clinton aides, AuCoin said, seem to sub­

scribe to the theory of a "New We«” in which a
! presidratialcandidabs can win Western eledoral votes 
by appalling only to urban and suburban voters. That's

unrealistic, he sskL

‘Sominthe ' 
administration 

worship at an 
aUarof 

mvironnuntal 
duoloBf they pvt 
hitler than the 

interests of Oie 

president 
himse^,’

A

5

Adminisustion offi- 
aab say it will take until 
1997 to get even that

"“foS^ muatbe^pSsuaded to legate 

hatvesfe thU y^, AuCoin told an

Clinton’s final forest 
plan is to be deliver^ 
Thursday to U.S. District 
Judge William Dwyer, 
who faetred most new 
timber aalea in Western 
Waahington, Western 
Oregon and Northern 
California time years 
ago.The latest version 
would place 70 percent of 
the remaining, unpro­
tected dder federal for­
est in reaetvea. Logging 
on affect^ national for- 
esti would drop to 1.1 
billion bond feet a year, 
leas than ooe-quBtttf the 
level of the 1980s.

331 Adas “IWNOIIWN

administration so for has rqected. ■ ..
“Congress is pretty g«ri at not d^ anything, 

DeFaxio said, “psriicularty if it only affects a aiwill

O fcc » lo.
exports to get more timber to N^w^ig^
^om Tuchmann, point

srssTotUfc •!*>><«■■ i«

won’t be published until md- to late
the CBntonpimis adopted, he said, saen^^
at)>^tei‘pfMiiriontedeteoiiinewfaatlevelofpi’Ct^on

A draft proposal unveM in December wmd 

exempting small landowneta from thoseSSptovidingothero^withmotell^
ity in designing protection pro^ama.
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASH I NGTON

MEMORANDUM TO THE PRESIDENT

FR: Katie McGinty

RE: Response to the Forest Plan

DATE: 22 April 1994

The initial response to your final Forest Plan has been 
encouraging. The two main papers in the region have written 
favorably, as did the Washington Post.

Several other developments deserve mention. Judge Dwyer has 
noted his intention to lift the injunction on May 13th unless one 
of the parties persuades him to the contrary, and in a conference 
with the Judge Wednesday none stated their intention of opposing 
our request that he do so. The Department of Justice stated that 
this is a very encouraging sign indeed.

In another major development, Weyerhauser today publicly 
endorsed the plan, which is a very strong signal that at least some 
components of the industry recognize the value in ending the 
confusion that has tied up the region for years.

Attached are the relevant clippings.
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PH-WA<—Wayerhdeuser-Pore6ts, 39 0<
Weyerhaeuser Chief Says Company Backs Clinton Plan<
With PH-Nerthwest Forests,<

; TACOMA, Wash. (AP) Weyerhaeuser Co., one of the nation's 
largest timber companies, has cone out in favor of President 
Clinton's Northwest forest-management plan.

•Jack Creighton, Weyerhaeuser's chief executive officer, 
said after the company's annual meeting Thursday, "I'd 
rather see the president’s plan Implemented. We support ^tion 9 and whatever means it takes to achieve it." 
Option 9 is the Clinton adminisLraLion'H plan to prevent 

future overcutting .and protect endangered wildlife in 
national forests of Washington, Oregon and Northern 
C^litornia.

iThe plan, submitted last week to a federal judge in 
Seattle for approval, would reduce annual timber harvests 
to about one-fourth the average of the 1980s.

'Many timber-industry officials have said that level is 
too low. They are deciding whether to challenge the plan in 
court.! Environmentalists say he plan doesn't go far enough to 
protect what's left of the region's ancient forests. They h4ve said they expect to challenge the plan at some point, 

iCreighton said Weyerhaeuser supports the Clinton plan as 
a iway to resume federal timber flows, save some forest jobs 
arid help timber communities.

iWeyerhaeueer purchases some federal timber in Oregon and 
buys wood chips and mills that saw federal timber. The 
chips are used to make pulp in company mills, Creighton 
said.

|The company isn't dependent on federal timber harvests, 
bvit is considered a highly influential industry player in 
the forest debate.

An injunction issued by U.$. District Judge william Dwyer 
in mid-1991 has halted logging across millions of acres of fejderal forests In the Northwest.

•A representative of smaller forest businesses accused Wejyerhaeuser of Jumping Ship for backing the Clinton plan.
i" You're kidding. They said that publicly?" said Gus 

Ki^hne, vice president of the Western Forest Industries 
Association, a group of. small mill owners and lumber 
companies that once depended on federal timber.

;"They want to free up private lands from restrictions 
and give away federal lands. They're selling us out. 
Thjey're trying
to; gain brownie points with the administration,'' he said.

A director of the Washington Environmental Council said 
Weyerhaeuser's stance is fairly good news.

r'They're breaking the Industry line. That's a surprise. 
This industry has hung together and opposed it up to now,'' 
KeiLanie Rowland said.





MEMORANDUM TO: 

FR:

RE:

DATE:

THE WHITE HOUSE
WASH INGTON

Janice Enright

Will
Associate Director for Natural Resources 
Office on Environmental Policy

The Forest Plan

15 April 1994

Anne Cahill asked me to jot down a couple of observations 
relating to the politics of the forest plan regionally. She has 
the memorandum to POTUS dated April 7th from Katie McGinty, so my 
comments here will supplement what is in that memo. Attached are 
also press clips we've received.

1. People are sick of this issue and want it over with. Ending 
it by getting the court to lift the injunctions is our major 
objective, and will be regarded as an important victory regionally 
regardless of the size of the timber yields or what the individual 
constituencies say over the short term. If the injunctions are 
lifted, the primary message will be that the Administration ended 
the timber wars. It will be an overall plus. I am told that we 
are running about 60% approval in Washington state — in part 
because we are regarded as caring, problem solving and hard working 
on three issues: forestry; Boeing and expanding trade and the 
importance of the Pacific rim.
2. Western Washington and the greater Portland area will support 
the forest effort because they are the urban suburban environmental 
vote.
3. Rural eastern Washington doesn't care that much because the 
affected owl forests are on the west side, but will not support it 
because the region is far more conservative.
4. Southwest Oregon strongly opposes it because the area is 
hardest hit, and eastern Oregon won't support it either.
5. The industry opposes the plan. The large industrial 
timberland owners don't like the plan but are finding that their 
long term corporate interest may lie in making peace with 
predictability — rather than continue the war and the chaos. They 
are therefore not pulling out the stops to block us.
6. The smaller industry sector that depend on timber from public 
lands are strongly opposed to the plan.
7. Labor is also opposed to it strongly.
8. Some enviros like it and some don't and will challenge it as 
not enough.

ca. t.
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A lesponsible forest plan
It can be adjusted later, hut it needs implementing now

I
^ he Clinton administration’s 

Northwest forestl>lan that 
was filed Thursday with a 
federal Judge is a responsible 

•response to Injunctions and the para­
lyzing controversy over management 

-of the federal forests of Western Ore- .
’ gon and Washington and Northern 
•California.
*' An interesting question remains: 
Could different scientists have found a 
management approach equally capa­
ble of maintaining natural processes
— protecting the northern spotted owl 
and other old-growth species — while 
allowing a greater timber harvest? ■ 
That’s one for Congress and adettUstS 
io pursue.

The Northwest’s pr^hig nedl now 
; is for ju^s to let this plan be iinel®;:. ' 
-Rented, for the legal tm^erbrush toM 
.cleared away and the iJ^^^^pfpre- 
••^jarlng timber sales acpording to the,,, 
idlctates of this plan to get underway-.

Oddly, that’s not the goal otthe timrrr 
her industry. Its key-players want to 
undermine this plan, much as some! 
environmental groups do. - ^ ^

B The industry hopes that if the grid­
lock continues and ho federal timber 

''gets to market. Congress will inter-’ 
vene with a law more favorable to the 

-.‘industry. That's a nice strategy for ; 
lawyers and may be a risk worth t^t-

- ing from the boardroom profit-loss 
itandpoin^ But It’s hard on- Qommu- , 

’duties and workers who stand to-galn 
’something -.-r even lf not as “much as ■)

X; they’d like — from getting timber 
''’sales moving along:

A litlgate-and-delay strategy also' 
’plays into the hands of the more ex-,,

,, jreme environmentalists happy to See

gridlock — and the resulting falloff of 
logging — continue to the point that 
the public and conmumities afccept the 
lack of timber sales as the nonn rath- 
er than the exception. ■

Obvlqusly. however, real stability In 
federal forest management requires 
congressional action. Not to override 
environmental laws or exempt Umber 
sales frxim legal challenges, but to 
clarify the rules for timber sales and 
other forest-management actions. 
Congress should lnco«T>orate the ad­
ministration’s valid oyective of eco­
system management ^ recognizing 
that forests are a complex, interre­
lated collection of organisms, each 
serving a function.

But Corigiiess has been free to act. 
and steadfastly failed to do so. There’s 
ho assurance that a consensus can be 
found in tiiat divided body, eyeh with v 
presidential pressure.

M^whlle, whafsi left as the alter­
native to more years of gridlock is the 
Clinton plan, a notable attempt at a 
scientiftcally credible forest-manage­
ment stategy. It provides less of a tim­
ber harvest than the industry would 
like and more than many environmen­
talists are comfortable with. It also 
provides for other forest Jobs and as­
sistance to communities and people ; 
hurt by the decline in the federal tim-’

.. bdr-harvest.' ^ P-'fr: '''
'Thisfilah's provisions can be ad-... J,

justed later, either by the a(hninistra- 
tion or Congress in ligpait of experience ^ 
and addihonal scientific Input But It’s , 
needed ho,w and deserves a chance to 
work. ■' ,

By.
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i EDITORIALS

Clinton’s plan: lpokiti&, 

for a bit more tinilftiit;;

t;:

? ■ 

c
r-

I, .

wT7 hit the judge’s desk, Clinton’s reused NorthwwtiSS,
plan was under attack by both extremes. In the politi^wildttneS of^

J-w forests and trees, that may be a sign theadministrationM on the right" ■ 
path., ............

Sen. ^e Gorton grumbles that Clinton is abandoning Northwest timber 
communities by cutting off bgging in much of the region. ^-styW 
environmental groups sound a sWll alarm that Clinton has “yielded to
corporate money and special-interest politics.”

Count on federal Judge William Dwyer to ignore both extremes as he 
examines the plan. His test is simple: Does the plan satisfy federal laws?

The Clinton challenge has been to meet those stiff requirements without 
closing down the forests altogether. Last-minute revisions suggest tte 
administration is still trying to strike that precarious balance.

This administration did not create the dilemma. The crisis in Northwest 
forests emerged from decades of massive overcutting — logging that

conformed to a theory so-called 
"lustaiHfed'yidldiSr^jsni;^^

'V almimtratim'sumy,e»essu>
kupkokmgforapragmahc Begging in the Burt adniMstn..

middle ground between tion, Oregon biologist Jack Ward
, environmental purity and Thonias led the team that laid put a

economic disaster: rangeofoptionsforanewandj
necessarily expe^ental timber strat­
egy. Now, as Clinton’s Forest^^^^ce 
chief, he’s responsible for mak^ it • *

. ^ ' work 'Vv: A...

The reyisWplaii proposes toallow sales bftimber mselected forests even>L I
. watershedanalysis.Thatkindpfconipr^^

groups, butfr mak^ sense,
' Forest Service needs to begin experimenting with new forestry, tiyii^ 'liJ 
un^ted^t^atiyes to the vast clear-cuts that hel^ turn Northwesterners

V pe;Tp?f^WpSf4emon8ti?tptheadmiiustrntion  ̂willin^es&ti^keepjopking

HopfiiuUyrf^&atplanwillalsomeettherigorouslegaltestJudgeDwyeij’wiH-' 
now^pplyidit. P-
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THE SEATTLE Times section B Thursday, April 14,1994

R)rest plan heads for
center stage

RAFTER NINE MONTHS of fine- 
tuning, the Clinton administration's 
Northwest forest plan is finished. But is it 
l^al? Environmentalists and timber 
interests both say no.

By Eric prynk 
Sco^ Tima sti^ rtporter

After nine months;of playing off-Brbadway, 
President Clbton’s Northwest forest plan filially 
hits the big time today. ,:

it makes its debut in the only theater that 
matters: the courtroom.

The administration is submitting its long- 
awaited final plan — which differs little from the 
most recent draft - to U.S. District Judge 
William Dwyer. '

It also is asking him to lift a sweeping 
injunction that for nearly three years has blocked 
almost all new timber sies on 17 million aaes of 
federal forest in Western Washington, Western 
Oregon and Northern California.

“It doesn't get any better than this," said 
Assistant Agriculture Secretary Jim Lyons.

“We’ve done what the court asked for, and then
some.

“I don't think any administration could come 
up with a more comprehensive plan. It meets our 
statutory obligations, and it provides some sem­
blance of balance."

The proposal’s broad outlines have been 
> public knowl^e since last July and have been 
roundly criticized by both timber interestsi who 

vsay the plan.would allow too little logging, and 
environmentalists, who say it would allow too 
much.

.But Dwyer is frie only critic whose opinion 
matters. He ruled in 1991 that the government 

rwas deliberately violating laws requiring protec­
tion of the northern spotted owl and other wildlife 
and shut down most logging, pending adoption of a 
new manageihent plan.

Challenges to ttie Clinton poposalare ejcpect- 
ed from both environmentalists and the timber 
industry.

Lyons said.new provisions in the final plan 
include a break for the ski industry and procedural 
changes aimed at moving more timber to mills 
over the next few years while toe plaii is put into 
effect. Those changes are likely to anger environ-
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mentalists.
The plan’s central dements, however, remain 

largely unchanged from a version released in late 
February.

About 70 percent of the remaining unprotect­
ed older federal forest would be included in 
reserves. Timber sales would drop to 1.1 billion 
board feet annually, just one-quarter the level of 
the 1980s but significantly more than has been 
allowed under Doer's injunction.

Admiiwtration officials said last month, how­
ever, that it would take until 1997 to reach that 
level. Timber sales can take years to prepare, and, 
after years of uncertain^, few ate in the pipeline.

In addition, harvest couldn't occur on much of 
the land that remained open to logging under the 
Clintdn plan until studies or plans were complet-, 
ed. Several changes in the final plan aim to' 
compress or simplify those studies and possibly 
make more timber available, Lyons said.

The changes "will provide us with the ability 
to have a (timber) sale program while we go 
through the transition," he said. He would not 
estimate how much more logging might occur.

PLEASE SEE Timber on 8 2

Qinton’s plan for 

for forests hea^ 

for center stage
Timber
CONTINUED FROM B 1

Perhaps the most important change would affect “kev
important for salmon^ 

steelhead ar yntar quality. Under the draft Qinton plan 
k)gpng o^dn t ^e place inside them unless a com^e-
he^ve, basinwide >vatershed analysis" was completed.

Bon^ Phfllips-Howard of the Western Ancient 
Forrat Campaign called the switch a betrayal.

they’re saying U. ’We’re going to pracUce

ciin^ plan a^lso ,yould impose no-lb^ng 
h^rangmg m width from 100 to 300 feet ingu? 
a ong ekh. side of all .streams. Some ski areas, which 
1^ all or part of their land from the U.S. Forest Service. 
hM ejqjressed concern about the buffers’ impact on their 
operations and expansion plans.

■ Crystal Mountain’s expansion plans.
Clinton plan^ers the best hope for ending the Northwest’s long- 

rmm war m the woods. ®
everyone will give this a c^ce to work." she said. "This has been in ^dlock too
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Seattle Post-Intelllgencer

Timber plan sparks new row over forests
By Rob Taylor
P*r R«poner

The Clinton administration, filing its 
Northwest forest plan yesterday, asked a 
federal court to dissolve its 3-year-old ban 
on logging old-growth forests.

As expected, the plan met criticism (Vom 
environmental and timber industry groups, 
but was praised by federal ofTicials and 
some politicians as the best' chance to 
restore the region to environmental health

and economic stability.
No legal challenges to the plan were 

filed yesterday. Several giV>ups Involved in 
the case said decisions on a legal response 
were weeks away. Even a group of timber 
interests whose lawyer had pledged to sue 
said it had not decided whether to chal­
lenge the plan.

In a Seattle news conference. Assistant 
Secretary of Agriculture Jim Lyons told 
reporters yesterday that the plan is “scien­
tifically sound, legally sufficient and bal­

anced." He said it was time to “get fores 
management out of the courts and into thi 
forests where it belongs."

The Northwest Forestry Associatioi 
called the plan Illegal and fatally flawed 
The American Forest arid Paper Associatioi 
called for Congress to step in. The Sierri 
Club and Audubon Socle^ said the plai 
gives inadequate protection to ancient for 
ests.
$ee LOGGING, Page B2

Logging: Environmental groups want impact studies
From Page B1

Some environmental groups object­
ed to a late adjustment that would allow 
timber sales during the next two or 
three years in relatively pristine areas 
without analyzing the Impact of logging 
and road-building on the watershed.

Some questioned its decision to 
allow some Umber sales in the next four 
years without local -surveys of lower 
forms of life such as slugs and lichens.

The changes appeared aimed at

boosting the scant amount of timber that 
the administration can sell in the short 
term. OfHcials esUniate they will need 
three years to get sales up to 1.1 billion 
board feet, which they project as the 
long-term probable sale quanUiy.

That rate is about 25 percent of 
timber sales of the 1980s. The plan 
leaves only about 5.5 million acres open

Um^ ha^estln|f out of the

inunction, the government said a deci­
sion could be made as early as May 6. 
But environmental and timber industry 
groups arc likely to seek more time.

Officials also attempted to head off 
an expected bid to strike down the plan 
on grounds that it failed to comply with 
federal jpublic participation require-

Presldent

federal land.
In its request to

ments. OSictals said that 
Clinton’s Forest Conference and., the 
public notice and comments on the plan

no *1. 1 I with the spirit, ff not thelift the Joffilng letter of the law.

millTon acres of
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(J.S. Moves on TwoFfontS 

To Reshape LoggingRul€^
--- -----^----------- JpActions on Owl Area and an Alaska forest

ByJOUNH. CUSHMAN Jr.
Spifdal u ID* Ne» Vor* Tlmoi

Clinton
Administration moved oh two fronts 
today to reshape the way the Govern­
ment manages logging In the nation’s 
remaining ancient forests.

In Seattle, the Administration 
asked a Federal Judge to restore 
some loKing in the old forests of the 
Pacific Northwest, where for five 
years the courts have all but ellml-, 
nated logging on public land to pro-) 
tect the northern spotted owL 

And the United States Forest Serv-; 
ce MtjMled a 50-year contract with' 

the Alaska Pulp Corporation that has 
allowed it to cut timber In the Ton- 
gass National Forest in southeastern 
Alaska, a program that envlrtmmen- 
ullsts have assailed for years.

Although environmental groups 
and the timber Industry — for con- 
tllcting reasom — today critlclaed the 

' plM to protect the spotted owl and 
other BMles In Washington. Oregon 
and .Califomla. the decision on the 
Alaskan forest was clearly welcomed 
by environmentalists.

Alaska Pulp is one of two compa­
nies with sTCclal contracts to cut 
trees in the .Tongass, one of the last 
i^ni&lhltig scratches of temperoce 
rain forest In the world. The contract 
that was canceled, one of the biggest 
In the nation involving publicly owned 
forests, would have iHlowed the com­
pany to cut another two billion board 
feet of timber by the year 2011.

The Forest Service had warned the 
company that the contract might be 
terminated after Alaska Pulp shut a 
mill In Sitka last year, laying off 400 
people. The long-term contract was 
Intended to provide mill jobs in Alas-

•j;'

Balance Cited In Owl Plan 
Defending the s|XiUed owi plan, Ad- 

‘ ministration officials said (hat nei­
ther industrial nor environmental 
critics of Us plan could offer a better 
way to save the threatened owl and 
preserve a forest that offers habitat 
for a multitude of species while also 
nurturing the region's economy.

Environmentalists said the plan 
was intended to appease the timber 
industry, the industty said it was Ille­
gal and unbalanced, and the Adminis­
tration admitted that even if the plan 
surviyed legal challenges, it would 
take at least three years to put fully 
into effect.

“We arc at the stage now of begin­
ning to put the cars of the train back 
on the track,” said George Frampton, 
the Assistant Secretary of Interior, 
using the train-wreck meuphor that 

: officials in the Clinton Administration 
have applied to the dispute over log­
ging in the Northwest.

"This train was going 95 miles an 
hour when it went off the track, and it 
Is not going to be going 95 mites an 
hour by November,” Mr. Frampton 
said.
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Despite the forest plan’s tincertffir 
fate, Its pres^tatlon to Jinlge Wi­
liam Dwyer of the. United States 
trict Court In Seattle today marks'v- 
climax in one of the most hotly disi^-' 
ed environmental issues ever to face 
any region of : the country. Jud^ 
Dwyer is the Judge who has Issued ^ 
most comprehenaiye order , agalnrt 
logging in old foieste, and the Goyebi- 
ment*s plan was devl^ to meet tfe 
criteria he has set ■

Trying Out a New Science
Going far beyond the spotted tnAid. 

fate, the forest plan offers a pgirt-' 
oramic vision of environmental mait- 
agement across a landscape at nilh, 
lions of acres and hundreds of spik 
cles. It is the most ambitious example 
to date of the fledgling science of 
ecosystem manaigement that the Ad>. 
ministration is trying to make, itSv 
environmental trademark.

Under the Administration plait ev-

land management practices spelled 
out in the voluminous legal papers::;, 
And some forestry practices that ar$^' 
envisioned, like analysing the etfeela.' 
of logging on rivers and streams,; 
have not yet been fully developed;./ 
Nor have all the hundrMs of specie^' 
that live in the logging areas been ‘ 
studied enough to know how they. 
would be affected. .

In an effon to insure that some’- 
timber from the restricted areas be* ’ 
gins making its way back onto the. 
market, the Administration plans to 
adopt the restrictive new scientific^ 
criteria only gradually over the next 
few years. ^

In a speech on Tuesday before a. 'T 
regional forest industry group in 
venson, Wash.. Jim Lyons, the Assls^;* 
ant Secretary .of ^rlculture 
charge of the national forests, sal*’' 
the Administration would “move 
quickly and aggressively as we can S get tiinber back into the pipellne:“f;ti 

Ever since the’court orders

ma^the

should double this year’s timber 
. vest on the affecteo lands, and doub] 
it ^ain the following year. But 
amount being harvested this year, I6(r« million board feet, ^oes not satlsf^^i 
the Industry.,

Lawyers for the timber Industn^ 
have said they would challenge tH^. 
plan in Federal court In Washingtbitt*^ 
where ludgte Thomas Penfleld Jack^ 
soli has already ruled that the pro.> «; 
cess of drafting the plan technlcallj^ 
violated Federal laws on admlnistra;<«S 
live procedures. The industry’s strat^ 
egy Is to create canfllcUng court ded/^ 
sions that would encourage Congres&L^ 
to write, a law pllowing a greater*-; 
amount of timber to be harvested.

U A.

t: K'-.'.'

9 33«d t?3S9 9SS SOS dlAQ 3IU0NO33 ? AdiS3a0d:ai ZV:60 VQ. SWO S6T ‘oN 3113



V T7'- '••■•;•• ■•iiT-":.''T»»^:,“fci—^-'7.'Tr5"r;l,r'.^r>'.*i/

^iSi

STATEMENTlbEiSE^f|?^iry^;^ ........ Jlllplifeaji

uldpLikfSitb^^eftxdeiitasrasiiii*'**“ Le>4>>AH;

iiilllltiiii^iiSISS
?’I>;nake>]that^sta^ement:,

gexnen"■i<i'Cv

ou^ about^,lfci

^«»iiilSiiiiiintilsni
owifjforestsifof :itne
K-5 V'l:? ? I jjudicial;review;

plan haa

sdundsLarid

r.'/'^'/t

on economic development and

iiiaiiaof ta gency., rcvi ow. ,0n’, February
bubli'shed.' This was followed

......................................................................................................................................................■;;■;

< '♦ During'this.'tiitusi a multi^disciplihary EIS TeariV^^ , 
■ic66rdim€ed^i3^iew^inli^(^ f;: Within ;the.:- team,. there.:;yre!re__

i'-'-^!-)" ' i>'•.'•• •' '.••
w •^■:-r -r':’.i:'i

1,:),



0iH4-94:^0.5il;8PJiv^JROM.SENATi3R,MURRAY

"lliiir..
- •v-^rrW'ir^

less:than 17 task forces established to work with state and 
local officials, tribes/ arid stake holder groups of every 
kind/''■■ '

.♦ The Office of Forestry and Economic Development was 
established to coordinate agencies, oversee iit^lementation of-/; 
theleconomic strategy, and give the White House a strong / 

:-5>reri;<^ce/in/tHe/region. BMiM■&u

Most of these : a^ were carried, putspiarsuarit .to ’
couxt: order. Two extentions were. requested arid/granted * 
Today/Vthe Record of Decision embodying the plan has been

SI

.. V -i-outty/'/i-ue n.e«-ox.« w*. wcv-j.oj.wii .r**- r’*r“* r'
• computed for federal court to review., ...

:'S'/l8te^fiallSitef/rit£l/:overy^"year/';;unfot/’fihcm;w^!'ot;dpd^
^ "rSl;: : innimerableVineetindri, heated.: discussions, and lot of Rolaids.. :■ 

But-that,'is a small amount of work to repair a problem that has 
festered ^nearly a decade. I believe all of us in the Northwest
owe a debt.;:of;gratitude to the administration for investing an 
extraordinary amount of time and energy in resolving what is 
essentially a thorny regional conflict-

....... .............................. ..........We need' to|see the Clinton forest plan for what it represents 
■ the best attempt yet to balance competing needs and make the law 
work. It is an honest effort to bring forest management out o£

'and put it back into the hands ( Of the Forest Service,' rne courts, ana put it xntw tuc naiiwo ^ wi ^
. J-i •, ttie.'BarpauJ^df Land Management, and the Fish i Wildlife Service.

I have said it before and I will say again: it is my strong 
feeling th^t this plan is not perfect; I am.j^rticularly 
concerted about its short-teinn economic implications. There are 
people on all sides who take issue with this plan. But I want to 
remind my/tc6ileaguesV and the citizens of thePacific North^st,
how littlepprogress was made on this issue bpfore the President, 
began'working on this issue last Spring.
Parties: are;"lining up on all sides arid preparing their lawsuits. 
Some lawsuits have already been filed. But I would caution 
everyone against hasty action.
Det me be .very clear about this: Our region suffered because of 
legal arid l^litical gridlock. A return to conflict will not heal 
our wourids. Given the extraordinary effort dedicated to this 
plan, I hope everyone involved..will give it a chance to work.

. If there are environmentalists out there, or_workers, or forest 
products companies, 1 urge you to find solutions through the 
implementation phase. The plan is a fluid document. It is 
subject to the National Forest Management Act, the National . 
Envirorimeritai Policy Act, and everything these two important laws 
represent, You all have recourse to seek assistance in the 
forest planning process, it you only give the agencies a chance
to put it in place.

■P.
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Equally: important now is the need for the federal agencies to 
work together to implement this plan. In the past, we saw 
agencies at odds with one another, working actively to disrupt 
each other. The Pacific Northwest cannot tolerate such l>(?havibr 
in the future.- I am impressed by what I've heard from^the^f: 
agencies tp data, but ,v,ill be In aaeing resu^'.
Mr.' President , the road ahead is' rough. • But ;we:;,har^e>%|^^-if :; 
all gbe8;^ellt^that will afford the agencies^ ahf|opp6r|v^3^pt;;i

Beyond this plan ^ will have to address the 4-D Rule 5under the 
Endangered Species Act. This rule is critically important to 
private land owners in my state—large and small. This rule has 
been held in abeyance, awaiting approval of the federal forest 
plan. Frankly, :a flexible d-n Rule is contingent on finishing a 
management plan for the federal forests. Once that's done, I am 
committed to working out a 4-D rule as well..

••jvv

Let's give Option Nine a chance to work. As I said before, we 
have a tremendous opportunity to make this a new beginning for an 
old issue that has divided my region—and this nation--for roo 
long. . Thank you Mr. President; I yield the floor.

' i

'■ ;;v
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towls: ‘There’s certainly some 

risk involved,’ researcher says
FfOfTi Paga 1

the cross (Ire disturbs Eric 
Pofsman, whose northern spotted 
owt rcicarcb helped creete that 
feathered poster child of the old- 
growth forest movement.

'Ttn not feeling comfortable 
with; what both sides are doing.' 
Forsman said this week,

"There’s certainly some risk 
involved,*' the blologiat said from 
bis Corvallis, Ore., U.S- Forest 
Service lab. '‘But In my opinion, 
Option Nine (tire Clinton plan) Is a 
pretty good plan for owls."

ih fact, the plan goes far 
beyond owls. It is an unprecedent­
ed experiment, in landscape plan­
ning for hundreds of species.

The plan will change little 
from earlier drafts, according to 
conweaslonal sources who were 
briefed on It yesterday. The last 
published version would put 
about 7.4 milUon acres of Paclftc . 
Northwest federal lands into old- 
growth forest reserves where most 
logging would be prohibited. An­
other 2.6 million acres Would be 
preserved in stream.sldc buffers, 
at least temporarily.

It is expected to reopen log- 
glrtg on about 5-S million acres, 
but the administration says It w|I) 
take three year* to get timber 
sales up to its long-term target of 
1.1 billion board feet per year, 
about 25 percent of historic levels.

Sources said the administra­
tion also plans to announce today 
that it will not set aside land to 
protect such nonvcrtcbrato ani­
mals and plants as slugs and 
lichens, unless thev «r* 
ttMediened or endangered. Moves 
to prevent declines of higher 
animals will continue even If they 
don't risk extinction. In another 
move to clnriiy ambiguity, the 
administration plans to allow 
some harvests In pristine key 
watersheds before they are fully 
analyiad.

!FederaI ofllclals say the plan 
eoiild become a prototype for land 

nation. Ai-

waterways.
Timber industry leader* coni' 

plain they have been betrayed. 
New sales in 1993 from spotted- 
owl forests wore vlrtuully aero, 
and 1994 doesn’t look much bel­
ter, said John Hampton, chairman 
of the Northwest Forest Resource 
Council. The administration says 
It will sell only about 20 percent 
of the 2 billion board feet of logs 
that it promised for this year 
when It unveiled its plan In July.

"Without Umber supply, there ■ 
is no Job supply." said Mike 
Draper, executive secretary of the 
Western Council of Industrial 
Workers, who represents mill- 
workers. He says the nlsn will 
cost 60,000 to 60,000 Jobs, about 
half of them Ih the timber Indus­
try. The administration puts job 
loss slightly lower.

The industry has promoted a 
group of seienli.sts who differ with 
tne author# of Clinton's plan and 
say their views were excluded.

‘The plan is "an abuse of 
science." said Robert Lee, a pro­
fessor of forest sociology in the 
University of Wasbirgton‘.s Col­
lege of Forest Resources.

Many of tlioso scientists argue 
that some timber cutting is need­
ed to restore habitat and preserve 
forests. Chadwick Oliver, a UW 
silviculture professor, says the 
plan is based on a misconception 
that old-growth forests can be 
preserved in » steady state. He 
predicts big fires.

From envlronmentalista come 
protaets that the administration 
would keep cutting o'.-i gr----rt.V, 
and punching roads into roadless 
areas, which they say already are 
too fragmemod. They complain 
that the estimated odds of long­
term survival for many animal.'! ^ 
65 pareent for salmon runs — 
aren’t high enough for many ftsh 
and wiidlife species.

A5 it has evolved, the Clinton 
plan has partially satisftod many 
of those ohjections.

Meeting industry concerns, of­
ficials allowed some thinning of

from Now Republic magaxtno that 
said that as more owls have been 
found, the need to protect the owl 
has faded.

New Republic writer Gregs 
Easterbrook, echoing generally 
optimistic Industry estimates, said 
about 10,000 of Ihe owls may exist, 
and possibly more if they are 
lumped together with the Califor­
nia spotisd owl.

Federal owl researchers dis­
missed Easterbrook's blast "An 
abundance of misinformutloii, 
mistaken assumptions and mis­
guided logic,” Forest Service sci­
entist Joe Ztsa said.

The key point, they said, is 
that owls and their habitat appear 
to be suffering aerelcrating de­
clines. Far from bnlng excluded, 
guverumeut biologists said, indus­
try scientists refttsed to allow 
their owl survival data to be 
includfld in the latest spotted-owl 
trend analysis,

Stin. the Clinton plan is likely 
to be judged on broader grounds. 
It rests net just on the biology of 
the owl, nor the threatened mar- 
nicd murrelet, nor the cono salm- 
on that are expected to be listejl 
this summer as threatened or 
endangered, aaid Jim Lyons, issis- 
tant secretary of agriculture.

“The real Issue 1$ maintaining 
productivity of the entire aid- 
growth ecosystem and the re­
sources associated with it." he 
said.

managers across the --------- _ ------------- . , .ready its approach Is being imitat- younger forests in tli« plan s old- 
ed by pending studies In eastern growth reserves, especially In dri­ed by pending 
Oregon, Washington and Idaho 
and the Sierra Nevada and Koclor 
Mountains. Its leading arehltect, 
biologist Jack Ward Thomas, has 
become chief of the Forest Ser­
vice.

The administration has staked 
much on the plan, which it has 
prdmeted as a way to end the 
forest gridlock.

:No one can predict how it will 
be.greeted by Its key recipient,' 
Dwyer. In an informal poll this

cr areas most vulnerable to wild­
fire. They set up adaptive 
management areas that olT'er add­
ed flexibility to try new logging 
teebniauos.

To blunt environmenral at­
tacks. ibe administration broad­
ened some streamside buft'ers. 
partly for salmon, and added rules 
to protect rare but little-noticed 
species from bats to snails to 
llcheos.

Critical details remain v«gue
ft* In ,4fti,Kt nahfwad debater



her executives predicUd that 
Dwyer will approve the plan aucl 
relax his 3*yearK>ld logglni ban.

In his forest swtnmit id Fort- 
land a year ago, Clinton pledged 
to produce a "scientirically sound, 
ecologically credible and legally 
responsible” plan. Bo also callod 
for| establishing a predictable and 
sustainable level of timber sales 
while protecting the long-term 
health of forests, wildlife and

have broken out over the original 
justification for the plan, proUct- 
ing tfie northern spotted owl.

Nineteen prominent educators 
and researchers, noting a new 
finding that spotted owls are de­
clining at an accelerating rate, 
said the plan may not preserve 
the owl. They called for extended 
protociions.

Some Industry executives, 
meanwhile, circulated an article
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BC Clinton-Difficulty,500
Officials: Finding Legal Forest Plan Was Harder Than They 

Thought
With Clinton-Forests 
sspal-oiac
By SCOTT SONNER= Associated Press Writer=

WASHINGTON (AP) The Clinton administration didn't 
fully understand what it was getting itself into when it 
made the Northwest forest crisis an early priority, 
pledging to save jobs and trees, too, officials 
acknowledged Thursday.

''It was more complicated than we thought going in and 
tougher to do than we thought going in," William Stelle, 
associate director of the White House Office on 
Environmental Policy, said in an interview.

It was not clear until preparations for the plan were 
under way how low the logging levels would have to fall to 
meet all U.S. environmental laws, said Assistant Interior 
Secretary George Frampton Jr., former head of The 
Wilderness Society.

''It meets every environmental law that can be applied. 
We now know how hard it is to do that. It is much more 
difficult than we thought," Frampton said.

''These are the gateways you have to walk through to 
get any harvests. We have walked through the gateways and 
it is a very big house. It's been a hell of a lot more 
complicated than people thought a year ago,'' he said.

Frampton said it would be difficult to come up with any 
other plan that would provide as much timber and still 
comply with the laws.

''Not only is this the best thing for the forests of 
the Northwest, it is the only thing that will produce 
timber harvests over the long term and protect the 
forests,'' Frampton said.

"To those who wish higher levels of timber harvests, 
without a scientifically based and legally defensible 
plan, we don't have any harvests,'' he said.



''If this is put into effect in good faith, a half a 
century from now you will still have a real sustained 
timber program on these forests. Nothing has been done 
over the past 50 years that would have allowed for that in 
the future,'' he said.

Forest Service Chief Jack Ward Thomas said the lower 
logging levels were precipitated by new research and data 
as well as the public's evolving view of forest values.

"I'd say the rules changed in the early 1980s and 
1990s. ... I don't find villains. I don't find plots," he 
said of past practices.

"I find we changed our minds about what we wanted to 
produce from those forests. We ran afoul of the Endangered 
Species Act and we began to change those values. It's a 
change in circumstances.''

Thomas said the harvest reductions wouldn't have been 
so dramatic if the government have faced the reality of



overcutting a decade ago.
''If we looked back on it and saw a lesson to be 

learned, it would be that when you face tough issues, 
don't dawdle. Don't allow your options to be eroded," he 
said.

''If we'd addressed this issue 12 years ago, I think 
the situation would be a lot less painful in terms of 
economic and social impacts.''

Forest Plan Touted as Last Chance for Sustainable Harvest

By TIM KLASS= Associated Press Writer=
SEATTLE (AP) President Clinton's Pacific Northwest 

forest plan is a national model for ecosystem management 
and opponents have yet to offer a suitable alternative, 
top administration officials say.

''We are radically changing how we are going to manage 
the forests of the Pacific Northwest," said James Lyons, 
an assistant agriculture secretary with jurisdiction over 
the U.S. Forest Service.

"We're going to fight for this plan. We think it's the 
best that government and science can do,'' Lyons said 
Thursday.

''The plan is scientifically credible and it is legally 
sufficient and it is probably the only way we are going to 
be able to move forward to end the gridlock in the forests 
of the Pacific Northwest,'' said assistant interior 
secretary George Frampton Jr., former president of The 
Wilderness Society.

Lyons and Frampton said the plan would assure:
A steady supply of timber, although at levels far 

lower than in the boom years of the 1980s, from federal 
lands in Washington, Oregon and northern California.

A measure of economic stability.
Protection for the rare, threatened and endangered 

species that depend on old-growth timber.
Greater recreational opportunities as the forests are 

restored to health.
President Clinton issued a statement hailing the plan, 

which was filed with U.S. District Judge William Dwyer 
late Thursday in Seattle.

''We are taking the single most important step toward 
once again having a steady flow of timber to Pacific 
Northwest mills ... sustainable management of our nation's 
precious natural resources,'' Clinton said.

Logging has been banned in Northwest forests with the 
threatened northern spotted owl since May 1991 when Dwyer 
ruled the Bush administration was deliberately violating 
U.S. environmental laws protecting fish and wildlife.

The Bush administration failed in repeated attempts to



craft a plan that was legally acceptable to Dwyer. The 
judge gave the Clinton administration until Thursday to 
come up with a new plan.

The plan drew cautious praise from Sen. Patty Murray, 
D-Wash., harsh criticism from Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash., 
and a ringing endorsement from Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., 
chairman of the Senate Agriculture Committee.

''The forest plan marks one of the first times that 
federal agencies have gone beyond a few species to target 
ecosystem health as a long-term goal," Leahy said.

Murray called it "the best attempt yet^^ and said it 
should be given a chance to work. Gorton said it would 
leave ''timber families and communities with virtually no 
reliable timber harvest over the next decade."

The proposal, accompanied by a request that Dwyer lift 
his 3-year-old injunction against logging on millions of 
acres where spotted owls live, would protect three-fourths 
of the region's old-growth forest.

By 1997, timber sales would rise from 160,000 board 
feet this year to an annual harvest of 1.1 billion board 
feet, the maximum level the president's scientists believe 
is legally possible in the long run.

Cutting in the 1980s sometimes approached 4 billion 
board feet a year.

A board foot is one foot square by one inch thick. It 
takes about 10,000 board feet of lumber to build a typical 
single-family home.

Tommy Thompson, president of the National Association 
of Home Builders, and other industry and union leaders 
said they would fight in court and in Congress for higher 
harvest levels.

Leaders of the Sierra Club and Audubon Society said 
logging should be more limited and log exports from 
private lands should be banned to keep sawmills in 
business.

The plan may mean ''just a slower death'' for 
old-growth forest stands, said Bill Arthur, Sierra Club 
regional director in Seattle.

''Do they want to continue the gridlock and the 
uncertainty and the suffering out there?'' Lyons said. 
"The real question is what alternative is there.''

Preparation for timber sales under the plan could start 
within 30 days, and bidding could begin within six months, 
Lyons said.

He said he hoped about 320,000 board feet could be 
offered next year and twice as much in 1995-96, after 
which the sustainable level would be reached.

The plan offers the hope of rehabilitating federal 
forest lands in 25 years or more, which in turn ''will 
expand the recreation base of the region three or four 
times,'' Frampton said.

The plan takes effect May 14, but Frampton said it 
could be a few more weeks before Dwyer's injunction is 
lifted if the judge allows extra time for opponents to



file briefs explaining their objections.
He and Lyons said the government hopes to consolidate 

any challenges into one case before Dwyer.
Last month U.S. District Judge Thomas Penfield Jackson 

ruled in Washington, D.C., that the plan was developed in 
violation of open meetings laws.

Jackson refused a timber industry move to block the 
plan but said he might consider a new challenge once the 
document was formally adopted, the step the government 
took Thursday.

Farming Today= By United Press International= -15-=
Final U.S. timber plan filed=

The?Clinton administration?Thursday has filed its final 
revision of a plan for logging in the U.S. Northwest. The 
government yesterday (Thursday) asked a federal judge in 
Seattle to lift an injunction banning logging on 17 
million acres of national forest land in Northern 
California, Oregon and Washington.

Environmental groups and timber industry 
representatives called the plan inadequate.

The president said the plan will restore forests and 
provide sustainable management for forests. ''It is 
environmentally credible and backed by the best 
available?science,''?President Clinton said in a prepared 
statement. ''It meets the high standards required by the 
federal court and expected by the American people."

Challenges to the plan are expected. About 70 percent 
of remaining unprotected old growth would be placed in 
reserve under the plan, and timber sales would drop to 
about one quarter of 1980s levels, but much more than 
under the current injunction.

The forest management plan culminates a year-long 
process that stemmed from the Pacific Northwest Forest 
Conference last year.

Administration files final timber plan
SEATTLE, April 14 (UPI) The?Clinton?administration 

filed Thursday its final revision of a plan for logging in 
the Northwest, asking a federal judge in Seattle to lift 
an injunction banning logging on 17 million acres of 
national forest land in Northern California, Oregon and 
Washington.

Environmental groups and timber industry represenatives 
have called the plan inadequate.

The president said the plan will restore forests and 
provide sustainable management for forests.

"It is environmentally credible and backed by the best 
available Tscience, "?President Clinton said in a prepared



statement. "It meets the high standards required by the 
federal court and expected by the American people.''

Details of the plan have been public for months and 
challenges to it are expected. About 70 percent of 
remaining unprotected old growth would be placed in 
reserve under the plan, and timber sales would drop to 
about one quarter of 1980s levels, but much more than 
under the current injunction.

The forest management plan culminates a year-long 
process that stemmed from the Pacific Northwest Forest 
Conference last year.

"This plan is a realistic compromise, both protecting 
jobs in the region and addressing the environmental 
concerns of the area,'' said Agriculture Secretary Mike 
Espy. "The plan outlines a strategy for preserving our 
natural resources, while recognizing the role timber plays 
in the Northwest economy."

The plan was filed with U.S. District Court Judge 
William Dwyer, the same judge who ordered the logging ban, 
largely to protect the northern spotted owl.

Dwyer has set a hearing date next Wednesday to hear if 
the parties to the dispute can agree on a plan for 
implementing the injuction. Dwyer is not under a deadline 
to issue a ruling, according to his staff, and is not 
likely to deal with the injunction in less than four weeks.

But such agreement is not likely. Attorneys for the 
timber industry have vowed to institgate court challenges 
to the plan.

''The long trail of broken promises form the Clinton 
administration to forest products workers grows even 
longer," said Michael Draper of the Western Council of 
Industrial Workers.

''The administration continues to abandon forest 
products workers, our families and our communities by 
failing to produce a forest plan for the region that will 
provide a reasonable amount of timber for milling,''
Draper said.

The Seirra Club was equally unimpressed.
''While the plan is a significant improvement from the 

grim days of the Reagan and Bush administrations, it will 
not accomplish the level of protection critical to save 
the last 10 percent of the ancient forests,'' said Bruce 
Hamilton, Sierra Club's Conservation Director.



More Lawsuits to Come, Timber Industry Wants Congress to 
Intervene

By JEFF BARNARD= Associated Press Writer=
GRANTS PASS, Ore. (AP) The battles over Northwest 

forests don't end with the filing of President Clinton's 
plan for lifting the federal court injunction against 
logging in habitat of the northern spotted owl.

More lawsuits over the legality of the plan known as 
"Option 9'' are assured, and support is building for 
restrictions on log exports to make up for cutbacks in 
timber harvest on national forests.

The Native Forest Council, a small environmental group 
in Eugene, has promised to file a lawsuit to stop Option 
9, claiming that any logging on national forests is too 
much because only 5 percent of the ancient forest remains.

"We want a legal and scientific plan that acknowledges 
the current tragic state of public forests, watersheds,'' 
said Tim Hermach, director of the council.

The mainstream environmental groups that joined in the 
lawsuit that stopped logging in owl habitat three years 
ago haven't said yet whether they will sue over Option 9, 
but they are clearly unhappy with it.

"Clinton caved in to the industry's cries for more 
logs from the public's last ancient forests and ignored 
the fact that this same industry is shipping 1.8 billion 
board feet of raw logs overseas every year for record 
profits,'' said Jim Pissot, head of the National Audubon 
Society's office in Olympia, Wash.

One source in the environmental movement said the 
mainstream organizations are moving away from the idea of 
compromise and will eventually decide to file a lawsuit of 
their own.

''The plan doesn't cut it ecologically and it doesn't 
cut it legally,'' said the source, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity.

Though officially undecided over a lawsuit, the timber 
industry has indicated it is unlikely to sue over Option 
9. However, it holds an ace in the hole with a federal 
court ruling that the forest plan was built without full 
participation of the public.

''One thing we will not do is to seek to stop 
implementation of Option 9,,'' said Ralph Saperstein, vice 
president of the Northwest Forestry Association. ''We want 
it to proceed with its meager timber sale volume while we 
have a court determine that the basis of Option 9 is 
legally flawed.''

Environmentalists have long held that the best way to 
make up for the cuts in logging on national forests is to 
stop the export of logs cut on private lands by companies 
such as Weyerhaeuser.

Officially, the timber industry still opposes any 
limits on log exports from private lands.

But Andy Kerr, conservation director of the Oregon



Natural Resources Council, predicted that timber interests 
that rely on logs cut on federal lands will soon drop 
their opposition.

''Looking forward, I consider the industry conspiracy 
of silence on log exports will be ending soon,'' Kerr 
said.

Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., agreed.
"There is a growing schism in the industry,'' he said.
DeFazio has called on Clinton to impose administrative 

limits on private log exports, but the White House hasn't 
been willing to do that. The next move is to try to amend 
the Export Administration Act when it comes up for 
renewal.

DeFazio said he would offer amendments declaring that 
there is a timber shortage in the Northwest and the 
secretary of commerce should restrict exports.

"I have labor support. I'm working on support from a 
number of larger firms in the industry," DeFazio said.
''I expect there would be strong environmental support. 
That sounds like a pretty good coalition."

With recession in Japan, demand for export logs at 
premium prices has dropped, allowing some Oregon mills to 
stay in business by buying timber cut in Washington that 
would otherwise be shipped overseas, DeFazio said.

''Even if they (the timber industry) don't want to 
restrict exports to get an immediate supply of timber to 
their mills, they're going to have to do it politically if 
they want any other legislation on timber issues,''
DeFazio said. ''One of the greatest weaknesses of their 
argument is why do they need more timber when they are 
exporting logs.''

AM-WA-?Clinton-Forests,?Bjt,950
Clinton Administration Pushes Pacific Northwest Forest 

Plan
By TIM KLASS= Associated Press Writer=

SEATTLE (AP) A forest plan attacked by both timber and 
environmental groups may be the last chance for a 

sustainable harvest in national forests of the Pacific 
Northwest, top Clinton administration officials said 
Thursday.

''Do they want to continue the gridlock and the 
uncertainty and the suffering out there?'' said James 
Lyons, an assistant agriculture secretary with 
jurisdiction over the U.S. Forest Service. "The real 
question is, what alternative is there?"

Lyons and Assistant Interior Secretary George Frampton 
Jr., former president of The Wilderness Society, touted 
the plan as a national model for ecosystem management that 
would assure:

A steady supply of timber, although at levels far



lower than in the boom years of the 1980s, from federal 
lands in Washington, Oregon and northern California.

A measure of economic stability.
Protection for the rare, threatened and endangered 

species that depend on old-growth timber.
Greater recreational opportunities as the forests are 

restored to health.
''We are radically changing how we are going to manage 

the forests of the Pacific Northwest,'' Lyons said.
In Washington, D.C., President Clinton issued a 

statement hailing the plan filed with U.S. District Judge 
William Dwyer here late Thursday.

''We are taking the single most important step toward 
once again having a steady flow of timber to Pacific 
Northwest mills ... sustainable management of our nation's 
precious natural resources,'' Clinton said.

The plan drew cautious praise from Sen. Patty Murray, 
D-Wash., harsh criticism from Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash., 
and a ringing endorsement from Sen. Patrick Leahy,
D-Vt.,?chairman?of the Senate Agriculture Committee.

"The forest plan marks one of the first times that 
federal agencies have gone beyond a few species to target 
ecosystem health as a long-term goal,'' Leahy said.

Murray called it "the best attempt yet" and said it 
should be given a chance to work.

Gorton, however, said it would leave "timber families 
and communities with virtually no reliable timber harvest 
over the next decade.''

The proposal, accompanied by a request that Dwyer lift 
his 3-year injunction against logging on millions of acres 
where threatened northern spotted owls live, would protect 
three-fourths of the region's old-growth forest.

By 1997, timber sales would rise from this year's 
160,000 board feet to an annual harvest of 1.1 billion 
board feet, the maximum level Clinton administration 
scientists believe is legally possible in the long run.

Cutting in the 1980s sometimes approached 4 billion 
board feet a year, a rate Lyons said could have doomed the 
old-growth forest ecosystem.

A board foot is one foot square by one inch thick. It 
takes about 10,000 board feet of lumber to build a typical 
single-family home.

Tommy Thompson, president of the National Association 
of Home Builders, and other industry and union leaders 
said they would fight in court and in Congress for higher 
harvest levels.

Environmentalists said they would demand tighter 
restrictions.

''Nothing is going to change,'' Thompson said. ''Even 
without court challenges, any new timber sales have to 
clear an impossible tangle of watershed assessments and 
conflicting forest laws."

Leaders of the Sierra Club and Audubon Society said 
logging should be more limited and log exports from



private lands should be banned to keep sawmills in 
business.

The plan may mean ''just a slower death'' for 
old-growth forest stands, said Bill Arthur, Sierra Club 
regional director in Seattle.

The administration is "going to fight for this plan.
We think it's the best that government and science can 
do," Lyons said.

"The plan is scientifically credible and it is legally 
sufficient and it is probably the only way we are going to 
be able to move forward to end the gridlock in the forests 
of the Pacific Northwest," Frampton said.

Preparation for timber sales under the plan could start 
within 30 days, and bidding could begin within six months, 
Lyons said.

He said he hopes about 320,000 board feet could be 
offered next year and twice as much in 1995-96, after 
which the sustainable level would be reached.

The plan offers the hope of rehabilitating federal 
forest lands in 25 years or more, which in turn ''will 
expand the recreation base of the region three or four 
times," Frampton said.

Two late changes in the plan emerged as key potential 
sticking points.

One eases requirements for scientific assessments that 
must be done before trees are cut in key watersheds. 
Frampton said more detailed requirements would be imposed 
in a about 2&1/2 years following completion of pilot 
studies.

The other postpones the deadlines for surveys of 76 
lesser known species of plants and animals to determine 
whether any are threatened or endangered.

Those changes were necessary to avoid a near-total ban 
on logging in key watersheds for three years and to speed 
up the pace of cutting to meet the sustainable harvest 
level, Frampton said.

The plan is scheduled to take effect on May 14, but 
Frampton said it could be several more weeks before 
Dwyer's injunction is lifted if the judge allows extra 
time for opponents to file briefs explaining their 
objections.

He and Lyons said the government hopes to consolidate 
any challenges into one case before Dwyer.

Last month U.S. District Judge Thomas Penfield Jackson 
ruled in Washington, D.C., that the plan was developed in 
violation of open meetings laws.

Jackson refused a timber industry move to block the 
plan but said he might consider a new challenge once the 
document was formally adopted, the step the government 
took Thursday.



bc-forestplan
ADMINISTRATION ESTIMATES 29,000

IN LOST JOBS UNDER TIMBER PLAN 
By PAMELA BROGAN=

Gannett News Service=
WASHINGTON President?Clinton's?plan for logging in the 

Pacific Northwest areas that are home to the threatened 
northern spotted owl will result in 29,000 lost jobs, the 
administration said Thursday.

According to the final plan submitted to U.S. District 
Judge William Dwyer in Seattle, Oregon would lose 16,700 
jobs, Washington 9,500 jobs and California 2,800 jobs 
compared to the number they had in 1990, when the northern 
spotted owl was listed by the government as endangered.

Yet, the White House has no plans to increase the $1.2 
billion in community assistance grants it has already 
announced to retrain workers.

''We're not changing any assistance other than the $1.2 
billion community assistance package'' said Will Stelle, 
assistant director of the White House Office 
of?Environmental?Policy.

Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., said the administration's 
aid package was inadequate to make good on Clinton's 
promise that no jobs would be lost under the plan.

"I'm going to keep beating on the administration to 
give us more money, DeFazio said. "I think they're 
heading for big trouble here from a political standpoint 
if they don't.''

But Sen. Bob Packwood, R-Ore., said he doubted that the 
Northwest would ever get the full $1.2 billion.

''We've been conned,'' he said. ''We'll only see a 
piddly amount of that money, especially with this budget 
crunch.''

Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., said she was cautiously 
optimistic about the plan.

''It is my strong feeling that this plan is not 
perfect," said Murray. ''I am particularly concerned 
about its short-term economic implications."

The reaction of Rep. A1 Swift, D-Wash., was mixed.
"If you look at it from the perspective of the hey-day 

of the timber industry, it's very bad news," Swift said. 
"But if you look at since there's been a total shut-down, 
it's not that bad. As far as Congress' involvement, 
there's no guarantee that we'll do anything that industry 
would like better.

''But there's no question that there needs to be more 
money to help our workers. We have three senators on the 
Appropriations Committee to help with that.''

Those senators are: Mark Hatfield, R-Ore., the ranking 
minority member; Slade Gorton, R-Wash., and Murray.

Rep. Jolene Unsoeld, D-Wash., said the plan was the only 
viable alternative to end the gridlock. ''It's bitter 
medicine for those who have lost their jobs, but I don't 
know of another alternative,'' she said..



As expected, the administration asked the judge today to 
lift the injunction and pave the way for federal timber 
sales that could begin as early as August, said Jack Ward 
Thomas, Chief of the U.S. Forest Service.

Unless the judge decides to lift the injunction 
immediately, it will take about 30 days for the Forest 
Service to begin implementing the plan to give time to 
those who want to challenge it in court.

''We expect litigation,'' said Stelle. ''We're ready 
for it."

Since 1991, Dwyer has banned most timber sales in 
Washington, Oregon and northern California to ensure the 
protection of threatened species. The Bush administration 
failed in its attempts to submit a forest plan acceptable 
to Dwyer. The judge gave the Clinton administration until 
Thursday to devise a plan.

Timber industry leaders said that they have not decided 
whether to challenge the plan. But both industry and union 
leaders said it does not provide enough logging to support 
timber-dependent communities.

"This is a slap in the face to timber workers,'' said 
Michael Draper, executive secretary of the Western Council 
of Industrial Workers.

Added the American Forest & Paper Association:
"Today's announcement of a new forest plan and 
environmental impact statement provides no surprises and 
no timber,'' said Mark Rey, the group's vice president.

Stelle said the plan is similar to the so-called 
"Option 9" plan that would reduce federal logging in the 
Northwest to 1.1 billion board feet annually over 10 years 
as compared to 1980's levels of 4 billion to 5 billion 
feet annually.

The Forest Service's Thomas said that in 1995 federal 
logging in the Northwest would average 250 billion-400 
billion board feet, jumping to 850 billion board feet when 
the plan is ''fully operational.''

Under the plan, the northern spotted owl, endangered 
salmon species and the threatened marbled murrelet would 
be protected on 15.5 million acres of land in Oregon, 
western Washington and northern California. In addition, 
the species are already protected on another 7.3 million 
acres of land in the region reserved by Congress.

Of the total 15.5 million acres, the administration 
plan would set-aside:

7.4 million acres in Late Successional Reserves, old 
growth forests that represents 30 percent of the federal 
land within the range of the spotted owl.

1.5 million acres in 10 Adaptive Management Areas, 6 
percent of the federal land where the northern spotted owl 
lives, would be used to design and test new ecological 
management plans. Timber harvests will be allowed on this 
land.

1.5 million acres in recreational and back country 
land not in timber harvest zones.



2.6 million acres in Riparian Reserves, or 11 percent 
of the federal land where the northern spotted owl lives, 
that border streams and valleys where logging would be 
restricted. And,

4 million acres in a Matrix outside of the designated 
reserves where there would be logging if environmental 
rules were followed.

BC-USA-TIMBER ISTLD
ADMINISTRATION TO ASK TIMBER INJUNCTION BE LIFTED 

(EDS: Updates with?Clinton?statement, paras 3-4)
By Martin Wolk
SEATTLE, April 14 (Reuter) - The Clinton 

administration Thursday filed a plan to protect the 
old-growth habitat of the northern spotted owl and asked a 
judge to lift a ban that has halted federal timber sales in 
the Pacific Northwest.

''The plan outlines a strategy for preserving our 
natural resources, while recognizing the role timber 
plays in the Northwest economy,'' Agriculture Secretary 
Mike Espy said in a joint statement issued by the 
Agriculture and Interior departments.

In Washington, President Clinton said the decision 
marked the beginning of a new era for the Pacific 
Northwest and "offers a hopeful break from the past.''

"We are taking the single most important step toward 
once again having a steady flow of timber to Pacific 
Northwest mills,'' he said. ''At the same time, the plan 
provides for sustainable management of our nation's 
precious natural resources."

The plan was criticised by timber industry officials 
and environmental groups.

Administration officials said that in addition to the 
long-awaited final forest plan, they had filed a motion 
asking U.S. District Judge William Dwyer in Seattle to 
lift his May 1991 order banning sales of federal timber in 
the Northwest.

Sales of timber on federal land in Washington, Oregon 
and northern California have been virtually halted since 
the order, issued in connection with a 1989 lawsuit filed 
by the National Audubon Society and other environmental 
groups.

The final decision coupled with the Environmental 
Impact Statement fulfill an order set by Dwyer before the 
injunction could be lifted.

"We have met the legal requirements and now hope to 
move the management of federal forests out of the 
courtrooms and back into the hands of resource managers,''



Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt said in the release.
"This action helps us avoid future injunctions over 

the same issue in the very same region," he said.
An Audubon Society official said the plan failed to 

protect Northwest forests and fisheries sufficiently.
"We applaud President Clinton's efforts," said 

society Vice President Brock Evans in a statement.
"However, we are disappointed by his failure to fully 

protect the country's last remaining ancient forest, 
salmon and other old growth dependent species,'' he said.

James Geisinger, president of the Northwest Forestry 
Association, called the plan "fatally flawed."

"This final proposal is not the balanced solution the 
president promised,'' he said.

REUTER

bc-home-builders-forests 
TO NATIONAL, BUSINESS AND ENVIRONMENTAL EDITORS;

STATEMENT OF TOMMY THOMPSON, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF HOME BUILDERS, IN REACTION TO RELEASE OF 
CLINTON ADMINISTRATION'S

FINAL FOREST PLAN
WASHINGTON, April 14 /PRNewswire/ — The following is 

the statement of Tommy Thompson, president of the National 
Association of Home Builders, in reaction to the release 
of the Clinton administration's final forest plan:

"Unfortunately, it's clear before the ink is even dry 
on the plan, that nothing is going to change. That means 
no timber will be released from region six, the lumber 
market will continue to be unsteady and lumber prices will 
continue to fluctuate, driving up new home prices.

"Environmentalist groups have already said they will 
challenge the plan. Even without court challenges, any 
new timber sales have to clear an impossible tangle of 
watershed assessments and conflicting forest laws. It is 
clear that Congress should intervene with sufficiency 
language to end the seemingly endless gridlock associated 
with this forest plan."

-0- 4/14/94
/CONTACT: Cynthia Adcock of the National Association

of Home Builders, 202-822-0450/ CO: National Association
of Home Builders ST; District of Columbia IN: PAP ENV
SU; EXE KD-DT — DC045 — 1897 04-14-94 16:40 EDT
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icosystem management 

xnicial to HW forest plan
iJBut such a strategy is difficult 

,tofommlatearidirnplernertt
.,Bv JAMES PIPKIN

Ecosystem management, properly conceived, ls;^not 
obli^iis to people: It recognises that humans are Inhab­
itants of an ecosystem and som^es economlcuUy de­
pendent on It It also recuses that If ecosystem-mw- 
agemeht pblldes are to succeed (that is, be supported by

____________________ . the voters), a balance must be achieved between human
' development and the biological ideal.

- he Clinton administration last Thu^ an- fa the case of the Northwest forest plan, the initial
S I nounoed its decision on how It will manage ^oosystem-management analysis was done by an intera-

oth complying with the environmental laws o/ttTmm- considered more than a thousand species or
ilzing the economic and social benefits (sittb as Umber of
reduction) to the region. it gio^ nBaiwiiflii the maintenance of a connected old-The d^on .aeeto to ^ that. It ^opts a stra WBiat g^nSftJSt^ystem. That term refers not just to the 
ill produce the highest swtautai^ lev^ of tlmbtt m trees, but to the entire community of plants and

yeai^ ab^ still implying with ^ r^ijn^ animals associated with them and to the underlying eco-
IS'ShS #6. «. u,. of.

UwiiMdeirfotonootionstDpnlectwedKHiit ^

Sfi»u«cg^"n!S!:

laXto North^_6^ i.M>

, so Uiuiviuum allows-uvu oil '~* **" *~^ ani lands ' ■ >VvV;
bSE focSSS processM anid' populations at ^ Othm. difBd^ to the proM^pf cooi^-

khali-ed the inieragmey task firm that reported on how Each of thm will have different interests and goals than 

fUMldecisUm-moktng. , ,: »ponBlvo; fo the long rim. sayings should be^l^
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In th« sense of avoiding litlptlon. sUminating duidlca- 
tlon of effcKt by multiple agwidea and preventing "train 
wrecks" that result fix>m lack of foresight and coordi­
nated planning. In the short term, the economic cost is 
likely to go up.

The difflculdes are formidable. The fainthearted 
might say. '"Why bother?” Howev^, the issue regarding 
ecosystem management is whether we should take a 
long-term or a short-term view in making management 
deciabns with respect to the public lands.

Ecosystem managemmt represents the long-term ap­
proach. It fbcuaes on the sustainability of the natural re­
sources and on uses consistent with that objective. It 
protects species and, from the standpoint of humans, 
keeps the optlims open. It provides opportunities to im­
prove our kiiowled^ of natural populations and proc­
esses, and to use our resource for multiple purposes.

Ecosystem management is not.applicable to every sit­
uation, but where It flta. the potential gains far outweigh 
the cost and the difficulty of achievement

One significant gain is the flip side of the greatest diffi­

culty. Succesafiil implementation of ecosystem manage­
ment will occur only at the local level. JedenLond state 
agencies, communities, tribes and private laiidowhere 
must he encouraged to come together and voluntarily 
develop a plan for applying the broad-based strategy to 
the specUlc resources of the area. The potential to make 
people in the community feel enfranchlaed and part of 
the process la a huge step torward; it might even beglh 
to soften the average American’s cynicism about govm- 
ment i

Ecosystem management can also be viewed as a mor^ 
issue. Man has power to change the natural landscape 
that no other species has ever possessed. For hundreds 
of years we have treated our natural resource as though 
they were inexhaustible. The United States continues to 
use (hr moto resources per capita tSkh any other nattoh. 
SucoHgflil ecosystem inanagsment would show the reit 
of the world -r aind oui^ves—that we can use our re­
sources In a sustainable way and that we can exist with­
out destroying the species whose tote Is depen^t oh our Btewor^hlp:
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ŝ_s0

1

ocfl

I
n*ey\
in

I

I'"

«sO
Crt
<S

1

Foi0^; Environmental, 
grolif)s want injunetion |
■ConUnuedfram Page One within the Deparbaeat ot Ajgricat

is grt Qonffos moving to enact 
Strategies diat will get logs movtog 
toyonrmills.’'
■ That stcalejgy promises more con- 
uiet' over logging in fiidenl finests 
on the tf die only plan that

threw it to CoBgress.” Lyons said.
Lyons sod Rutd^ ^ke at the 

dosing day of the twonlay conferr 
ence-of the Northwest Fonufary As- 
sodadon on Tuesday.

The Industiy lawsnhs would be

'5S

Meanwhile, envitonioaital groups alleging they are acting ill^Uy In 
are expected to seek a new injunc- implementing Cltoton > Pj^- . • 
non toa^ stop the forest plan ' Onoo the plan us found iUe^. aeid 
sam after it is filed. ’ Rutzidt, “It wouW not surprise me

The adminisiratlon’s plan is -to see the agencies throw up tnew 
to be presented to U.S. hMdsandsay wec»'tdo^”
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District Jmige william D^er in 
Siwinte on:Thursday. The idea be­
hind the fot«t plan is to resume 
^iiiT^g timber <m a limited scale in 
pacific Northwest forests.

[.ogptwg has bfVTi benned aetoGS 
fodetal forests that have endmigered 
nonbetn spatted owls to 
Washington and. Northern

That he wd. might push the tbatj 
ter tote Coslsress. '

The industry hopes Congress will 
increase the timber cut far beyond 
the LI billion board feet named to 
Clinton’s plan under what is known 
as "Option Ntoa" At the peak rf the 
timber harvest in the USDs,, timfaen 
was cut in the same forests at thejWashington and Nortnem canior- was au m u«Qia since DwyeT ruled, in 1991 that rate of more than S bfflion board feet 

government timber harvests were per year. ’
violating environmental lavs.

The Clinton administration has 
proposed slashing log^ng levels In 
foe region to l.l MUibn board feet — 
about one-fourtb the anniuii average 
of the 19B0S — in order to lift Dwy­
er’s loggtog injunction.

The utoton administration would 
like to avoid oongwsslonial involve­
ment. Clinton has said he wants a 
solution within existing laws.

Jim Lyons, assistant secretary of 
agrlculnire. said he was not sur-
__ !___■ V.. Ai- »<f*iK«r indUstTC'S

A board foot is one-inch thick by! 
one-foot square. It takes about 16,000 
board feet to build a' 
2.00(Ksquare-foot frame house.

"Once Option Nine is filed, it leads 
us back to Judge Jackson’s court,” 
Rutzick said.

Judge Thomas FenlLeld Jackson., 
of the U.S. District Court for the Dis­
trict of Columbia, ruled in March 
that the Clinton adminisuatlon vio­
lated open meetings law in prepar­
ing Its Northwest forest plan, but he 
declined to rule that the plan itself
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BC Clinton-Difficulty,500
Officials: Finding Legal Forest Plan Was Harder Than They 

Thought
With Clinton-Forests 
sspal-oiac
By SCOTT SONNER= Associated Press Writer=

WASHINGTON (AP) The Clinton administration didn't 
fully understand what it was getting itself into when it 
made the Northwest forest crisis an early priority, 
pledging to save jobs and trees, too, officials 
acknowledged Thursday.

''It was more complicated than we thought going in and 
tougher to do than we thought going in,'' William Stelle, 
associate director of the White House Office on 
Environmental Policy, said in an interview.

It was not clear until preparations for the plan were 
under way how low the logging levels would have to fall to 
meet all U.S. environmental laws, said Assistant Interior 
Secretary George Frampton Jr., former head of The 
Wilderness Society.

"It meets every environmental law that can be applied. 
We now know how hard it is to do that. It is much more 
difficult than we thought,'' Frampton said.

''These are the gateways you have to walk through to 
get any harvests. We have walked through the gateways and 
it is a very big house. It's been a hell of a lot more 
complicated than people thought a year ago," he said.

Frampton said it would be difficult to come up with any 
other plan that would provide as much timber and still 
comply with the laws.

''Not only is this the best thing for the forests of 
the Northwest, it is the only thing that will produce 
timber harvests over the long term and protect the 
forests," Frampton said.

''To those who wish higher levels of timber harvests, 
without a scientifically based and legally defensible 
plan, we don't have any harvests," he said.



''If this is put into effect in good faith, a half a 
century from now you will still have a real sustained 
timber program on these forests. Nothing has been done 
over the past 50 years that would have allowed for that in 
the future," he said.

Forest Service Chief Jack Ward Thomas said the lower 
logging levels were precipitated by new research and data 
as well as the public's evolving view of forest values.

"I'd say the rules changed in the early 1980s and 
1990s. ... I don't find villains. I don't find plots,'' he 
said of past practices.

''I find we changed our minds about what we wanted to 
produce from those forests. We ran afoul of the Endangered 
Species Act and we began to change those values. It's a 
change in circumstances.''

Thomas said the harvest reductions wouldn't have been 
so dramatic if the government have faced the reality of



overcutting a decade ago.
''If we looked back on it and saw a lesson to be 

learned, it would be that when you face tough issues, 
don't dawdle. Don't allow your options to be eroded," 1: 
said.

''If we'd addressed this issue 12 years ago, I think 
the situation would be a lot less painful in terms of 
economic and social impacts.''

Forest Plan Touted as Last Chance for Sustainable Harvest

By TIM KLASS= Associated Press Writer=
SEATTLE (AP) President Clinton's Pacific Northwest 

forest plan is a national model for ecosystem management 
and opponents have yet to offer a suitable alternative, 
top administration officials say.

''We are radically changing how we are going to manage 
the forests of the Pacific Northwest,'' said James Lyons, 
an assistant agriculture secretary with jurisdiction over 
the U.S. Forest Service.

"We're going to fight for this plan. We think it's the 
best that government and science can do,'' Lyons said 
Thursday.

"The plan is scientifically credible and it is legally 
sufficient and it is probably the only way we are going to 
be able to move forward to end the gridlock in the forests 
of the Pacific Northwest," said assistant interior 
secretary George Frampton Jr., former president of The 
Wilderness Society.

Lyons and Frampton said the plan would assure;
A steady supply of timber, although at levels far 

lower than in the boom years of the 1980s, from federal 
lands in Washington, Oregon and northern California.

A measure of economic stability.
Protection for the rare, threatened and endangered 

species that depend on old-growth timber.
Greater recreational opportunities as the forests are 

restored to health.
President Clinton issued a statement hailing the plan, 

which was filed with U.S. District Judge William Dwyer 
late Thursday in Seattle.

''We are taking the single most important step toward 
once again having a steady flow of timber to Pacific 
Northwest mills ... sustainable management of our nation's 
precious natural resources," Clinton said.

Logging has been banned in Northwest forests with the 
threatened northern spotted owl since May 1991 when Dwyer 
ruled the Bush administration was deliberately violating 
U.S. environmental laws protecting fish and wildlife.

The Bush administration failed in repeated attempts to



craft a plan that was legally acceptable to Dwyer. The 
judge gave the Clinton administration until Thursday to 
come up with a new plan.

The plan drew cautious praise from Sen. Patty Murray, 
D-Wash., harsh criticism from Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash., 
and a ringing endorsement from Sen. Patrick Leahy, D-Vt., 
chairman of the Senate Agriculture Committee.

''The forest plan marks one of the first times that 
federal agencies have gone beyond a few species to target 
ecosystem health as a long-term goal," Leahy said.

Murray called it "the best attempt yet" and said it 
should be given a chance to work. Gorton said it would 
leave "timber families and communities with virtually no 
reliable timber harvest over the next decade.''

The proposal, accompanied by a request that Dwyer lift 
his 3-year-old injunction against logging on millions of 
acres where spotted owls live, would protect three-fourths 
of the region's old-growth forest.

By 1997, timber sales would rise from 160,000 board 
feet this year to an annual harvest of 1.1 billion board 
feet, the maximum level the president's scientists believe 
is legally possible in the long run.

Cutting in the 1980s sometimes approached 4 billion 
board feet a year.

A board foot is one foot square by one inch thick. It 
takes about 10,000 board feet of lumber to build a typical 
single-family home.

Tommy Thompson, president of the National Association 
of Home Builders, and other industry and union leaders 
said they would fight in court and in Congress for higher 
harvest levels.

Leaders of the Sierra Club and Audubon Society said 
logging should be more limited and log exports from 
private lands should be banned to keep sawmills in 
business.

The plan may mean "just a slower death" for 
old-growth forest stands, said Bill Arthur, Sierra Club 
regional director in Seattle.

"Do they want to continue the gridlock and the 
uncertainty and the suffering out there?" Lyons said. 
''The real question is what alternative is there.''

Preparation for timber sales under the plan could start 
within 30 days, and bidding could begin within six months, 
Lyons said.

He said he hoped about 320,000 board feet could be 
offered next year and twice as much in 1995-96, after 
which the sustainable level would be reached.

The plan offers the hope of rehabilitating federal 
forest lands in 25 years or more, which in turn "will 
expand the recreation base of the region three or four 
times," Frampton said.

The plan takes effect May 14, but Frampton said it 
could be a few more weeks before Dwyer's injunction is 
lifted if the judge allows extra time for opponents to



file briefs explaining their objections.
He and Lyons said the government hopes to consolidate 

any challenges into one case before Dwyer.
Last month U.S. District Judge Thomas Penfield Jackson 

ruled in Washington, D.C., that the plan was developed in 
violation of open meetings laws.

Jackson refused a timber industry move to block the 
plan but said he might consider a new challenge once the 
document was formally adopted, the step the government 
took Thursday.

Farming Today= By United Press International= -15-=
Final U.S. timber plan filed=

The?Clinton administration?Thursday has filed its final 
revision of a plan for logging in the U.S. Northwest. The 
government yesterday (Thursday) asked a federal judge in 
Seattle to lift an injunction banning logging on 17 
million acres of national forest land in Northern 
California, Oregon and Washington.

Environmental groups and timber industry 
representatives called the plan inadequate.

The president said the plan will restore forests and 
provide sustainable management for forests. "It is 
environmentally credible and backed by the best 
available?science,''?President Clinton said in a prepared 
statement. "It meets the high standards required by the 
federal court and expected by the American people."

Challenges to the plan are expected. About 70 percent 
of remaining unprotected old growth would be placed in 
reserve under the plan, and timber sales would drop to 
about one quarter of 1980s levels, but much more than 
under the current injunction.

The forest management plan culminates a year-long 
process that stemmed from the Pacific Northwest Forest 
Conference last year.

Administration files final timber plan
SEATTLE, April 14 (UPI) The?Clinton?administration 

filed Thursday its final revision of a plan for logging in 
the Northwest, asking a federal judge in Seattle to lift 
an injunction banning logging on 17 million acres of 
national forest land in Northern California, Oregon and 
Washington.

Environmental groups and timber industry represenatives 
have called the plan inadequate.

The president said the plan will restore forests and 
provide sustainable management for forests.

"It is environmentally credible and backed by the best 
available ?science, "?President Clinton said in a prepared



statement. ''It meets the high standards required by the 
federal court and expected by the American people.''

Details of the plan have been public for months and 
challenges to it are expected. About 70 percent of 
remaining unprotected old growth would be placed in 
reserve under the plan, and timber sales would drop to 
about one quarter of 1980s levels, but much more than 
under the current injunction.

The forest management plan culminates a year-long 
process that stemmed from the Pacific Northwest Forest 
Conference last year.

"This plan is a realistic compromise, both protecting 
jobs in the region and addressing the environmental 
concerns of the area," said Agriculture Secretary Mike 
Espy. "The plan outlines a strategy for preserving our 
natural resources, while recognizing the role timber plays 
in the Northwest economy.''

The plan was filed with U.S. District Court Judge 
William Dwyer, the same judge who ordered the logging ban, 
largely to protect the northern spotted owl.

Dwyer has set a hearing date next Wednesday to hear if 
the parties to the dispute can agree on a plan for 
implementing the injuction. Dwyer is not under a deadline 
to issue a ruling, according to his staff, and is not 
likely to deal with the injunction in less than four weeks.

But such agreement is not likely. Attorneys for the 
timber industry have vowed to institgate court challenges 
to the plan.

"The long trail of broken promises form the Clinton 
administration to forest products workers grows even 
longer," said Michael Draper of the Western Council of 
Industrial Workers.

''The administration continues to abandon forest 
products workers, our families and our communities by 
failing to produce a forest plan for the region that will 
provide a reasonable amount of timber for milling,''
Draper said.

The Seirra Club was equally unimpressed.
''While the plan is a significant improvement from the 

grim days of the Reagan and Bush administrations, it will 
not accomplish the level of protection critical to save 
the last 10 percent of the ancient forests,'' said Bruce 
Hamilton, Sierra Club's Conservation Director.



More Lawsuits to Come, Timber Industry Wants Congress to 
Intervene
By JEFF BARNARD= Associated Press Writer=

GRANTS PASS, Ore. (AP) The battles over Northwest 
forests don't end with the filing of President Clinton's 
plan for lifting the federal court injunction against 
logging in habitat of the northern spotted owl.

More lawsuits over the legality of the plan known as 
"Option 9'' are assured, and support is building for 
restrictions on log exports to make up for cutbacks in 
timber harvest on national forests.

The Native Forest Council, a small environmental group 
in Eugene, has promised to file a lawsuit to stop Option 
9, claiming that any logging on national forests is too 
much because only 5 percent of the ancient forest remains.

"We want a legal and scientific plan that acknowledges 
the current tragic state of public forests, watersheds,'' 
said Tim Hermach, director of the council.

The mainstream environmental groups that joined in the 
lawsuit that stopped logging in owl habitat three years 
ago haven't said yet whether they will sue over Option 9, 
but they are clearly unhappy with it.

"Clinton caved in to the industry's cries for more 
logs from the public's last ancient forests and ignored 
the fact that this same industry is shipping 1.8 billion 
board feet of raw logs overseas every year for record 
profits," said Jim Pissot, head of the National Audubon 
Society's office in Olympia, Wash.

One source in the environmental movement said the 
mainstream organizations are moving away from the idea of 
compromise and will eventually decide to file a lawsuit of 
their own.

''The plan doesn't cut it ecologically and it doesn't 
cut it legally," said the source, who spoke on the 
condition of anonymity.

Though officially undecided over a lawsuit, the timber 
industry has indicated it is unlikely to sue over Option 
9. However, it holds an ace in the hole with a federal 
court ruling that the forest plan was built without full 
participation of the public.

''One thing we will not do is to seek to stop 
implementation of Option 9,," said Ralph Saperstein, vice 
president of the Northwest Forestry Association. "We want 
it to proceed with its meager timber sale volume while we 
have a court determine that the basis of Option 9 is 
legally flawed.''

Environmentalists have long held that the best way to 
make up for the cuts in logging on national forests is to 
stop the export of logs cut on private lands by companies 
such as Weyerhaeuser.

Officially, the timber industry still opposes any 
limits on log exports from private lands.

But Andy Kerr, conservation director of the Oregon



Natural Resources Council, predicted that timber interests 
that rely on logs cut on federal lands will soon drop 
their opposition.

"Looking forward, I consider the industry conspiracy 
of silence on log exports will be ending soon," Kerr 
said.

Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., agreed.
"There is a growing schism in the industry,'' he said.
DeFazio has called on Clinton to impose administrative 

limits on private log exports, but the White House hasn't 
been willing to do that. The next move is to try to amend 
the Export Administration Act when it comes up for 
renewal.

DeFazio said he would offer amendments declaring that 
there is a timber shortage in the Northwest and the 
secretary of commerce should restrict exports.

"I have labor support. I'm working on support from a 
number of larger firms in the industry,'' DeFazio said.
"I expect there would be strong environmental support. 
That sounds like a pretty good coalition."

with recession in Japan, demand for export logs at 
premium prices has dropped, allowing some Oregon mills to 
stay in business by buying timber cut in Washington that 
would otherwise be shipped overseas, DeFazio said.

"Even if they (the timber industry) don't want to 
restrict exports to get an immediate supply of timber to 
their mills, they're going to have to do it politically if 
they want any other legislation on timber issues,''
DeFazio said. "One of the greatest weaknesses of their 
argument is why do they need more timber when they are 
exporting logs.''

AM-WA-?Clinton-Forests,?Bjt,950
Clinton Administration Pushes Pacific Northwest Forest 

Plan
By TIM KLASS= Associated Press Writer=

SEATTLE (AP) A forest plan attacked by both timber and 
environmental groups may be the last chance for a 

sustainable harvest in national forests of the Pacific 
Northwest, top Clinton administration officials said 
Thursday.

"Do they want to continue the gridlock and the 
uncertainty and the suffering out there?" said James 
Lyons, an assistant agriculture secretary with 
jurisdiction over the U.S. Forest Service. "The real 
question is, what alternative is there?"

Lyons and Assistant Interior Secretary George Frampton 
Jr., former president of The Wilderness Society, touted 
the plan as a national model for ecosystem management that 
would assure:

A steady supply of timber, although at levels far



lower than in the boom years of the 1980s, from federal 
lands in Washington, Oregon and northern California.

A measure of economic stability.
Protection for the rare, threatened and endangered 

species that depend on old-growth timber.
Greater recreational opportunities as the forests are 

restored to health.
''We are radically changing how we are going to manage 

the forests of the Pacific Northwest," Lyons said.
In Washington, D.C., President Clinton issued a 

statement hailing the plan filed with U.S. District Judge 
William Dwyer here late Thursday.

''We are taking the single most important step toward 
once again having a steady flow of timber to Pacific 
Northwest mills — sustainable management of our nation's 
precious natural resources," Clinton said.

The plan drew cautious praise from Sen. Patty Murray, 
D-Wash., harsh criticism from Sen. Slade Gorton, R-Wash., 
and a ringing endorsement from Sen. Patrick Leahy,
D-Vt.,?chairman?of the Senate Agriculture Committee.

''The forest plan marks one of the first times that 
federal agencies have gone beyond a few species to target 
ecosystem health as a long-term goal,'' Leahy said.

Murray called it "the best attempt yet" and said it 
should be given a chance to work.

Gorton, however, said it would leave ''timber families 
and communities with virtually no reliable timber harvest 
over the next decade.''

The proposal, accompanied by a request that Dwyer lift 
his 3-year injunction against logging on millions of acres 
where threatened northern spotted owls live, would protect 
three-fourths of the region's old-growth forest.

By 1997, timber sales would rise from this year's 
160,000 board feet to an annual harvest of 1.1 billion 
board feet, the maximum level Clinton administration 
scientists believe is legally possible in the long run.

Cutting in the 1980s sometimes approached 4 billion 
board feet a year, a rate Lyons said could have doomed the 
old-growth forest ecosystem.

A board foot is one foot square by one inch thick. It 
takes about 10,000 board feet of lumber to build a typical 
single-family home.

Tommy Thompson, president of the National Association 
of Home Builders, and other industry and union leaders 
said they would fight in court and in Congress for higher 
harvest levels.

Environmentalists said they would demand tighter 
restrictions.

''Nothing is going to change,'' Thompson said. "Even 
without court challenges, any new timber sales have to 
clear an impossible tangle of watershed assessments and 
conflicting forest laws.''

Leaders of the Sierra Club and Audubon Society said 
logging should be more limited and log exports from



private lands should be banned to keep sawmills in 
business.

The plan may mean "just a slower death" for 
old-growth forest stands, said Bill Arthur, Sierra Club 
regional director in Seattle.

The administration is "going to fight for this plan.
We think it's the best that government and science can 
do," Lyons said.

"The plan is scientifically credible and it is legally 
sufficient and it is probably the only way we are going to 
be able to move forward to end the gridlock in the forests 
of the Pacific Northwest," Frampton said.

Preparation for timber sales under the plan could start 
within 30 days, and bidding could begin within six months, 
Lyons said.

He said he hopes about 320,000 board feet could be 
offered next year and twice as much in 1995-96, after 
which the sustainable level would be reached.

The plan offers the hope of rehabilitating federal 
forest lands in 25 years or more, which in turn "will 
expand the recreation base of the region three or four 
times," Frampton said.

Two late changes in the plan emerged as key potential 
sticking points.

One eases requirements for scientific assessments that 
must be done before trees are cut in key watersheds. 
Frampton said more detailed requirements would be imposed 
in a about 2&1/2 years following completion of pilot 
studies.

The other postpones the deadlines for surveys of 76 
lesser known species of plants and animals to determine 
whether any are threatened or endangered.

Those changes were necessary to avoid a near-total ban 
on logging in key watersheds for three years and to speed 
up the pace of cutting to meet the sustainable harvest 
level, Frampton said.

The plan is scheduled to take effect on May 14, but 
Frampton said it could be several more weeks before 
Dwyer's injunction is lifted if the judge allows extra 
time for opponents to file briefs explaining their 
objections.

He and Lyons said the government hopes to consolidate 
any challenges into one case before Dwyer.

Last month U.S. District Judge Thomas Penfield Jackson 
ruled in Washington, D.C., that the plan was developed in 
violation of open meetings laws.

Jackson refused a timber industry move to block the 
plan but said he might consider a new challenge once the 
document was formally adopted, the step the government 
took Thursday.



As expected, the administration asked the judge today to 
lift the injunction and pave the way for federal timber 
sales that could begin as early as August, said Jack Ward 
Thomas, Chief of the U.S. Forest Service.

Unless the judge decides to lift the injunction 
immediately, it will take about 30 days for the Forest 
Service to begin implementing the plan to give time to 
those who want to challenge it in court.

"We expect litigation,'' said Stelle. "We're ready 
for it."

Since 1991, Dwyer has banned most timber sales in 
Washington, Oregon and northern California to ensure the 
protection of threatened species. The Bush administration 
failed in its attempts to submit a forest plan acceptable 
to Dwyer. The judge gave the Clinton administration until 
Thursday to devise a plan.

Timber industry leaders said that they have not decided 
whether to challenge the plan. But both industry and union 
leaders said it does not provide enough logging to support 
timber-dependent communities.

"This is a slap in the face to timber workers," said 
Michael Draper, executive secretary of the Western Council 
of Industrial Workers.

Added the American Forest & Paper Association;
"Today's announcement of a new forest plan and 
environmental impact statement provides no surprises and 
no timber," said Mark Rey, the group's vice president.

Stelle said the plan is similar to the so-called 
"Option 9'' plan that would reduce federal logging in the 
Northwest to 1.1 billion board feet annually over 10 years 
as compared to 1980's levels of 4 billion to 5 billion 
feet annually.

The Forest Service's Thomas said that in 1995 federal 
logging in the Northwest would average 250 billion-400 
billion board feet, jumping to 850 billion board feet when 
the plan is "fully operational.''

Under the plan, the northern spotted owl, endangered 
salmon species and the threatened marbled murrelet would 
be protected on 15.5 million acres of land in Oregon, 
western Washington and northern California. In addition, 
the species are already protected on another 7.3 million 
acres of land in the region reserved by Congress.

Of the total 15.5 million acres, the administration 
plan would set-aside:

7.4 million acres in Late Successional Reserves, old 
growth forests that represents 30 percent of the federal 
land within the range of the spotted owl.

1.5 million acres in 10 Adaptive Management Areas, 6 
percent of the federal land where the northern spotted owl 
lives, would be used to design and test new ecological 
management plans. Timber harvests will be allowed on this 
land.

1.5 million acres in recreational and back country 
land not in timber harvest zones.



2.6 million acres in Riparian Reserves, or 11 percent 
of the federal land where the northern spotted owl lives, 
that border streams and valleys where logging would be 
restricted. And,

4 million acres in a Matrix outside of the designated 
reserves where there would be logging if environmental 
rules were followed.

BC-USA-TIMBER ISTLD
ADMINISTRATION TO ASK TIMBER INJUNCTION BE LIFTED 

(EDS: Updates with?Clinton?statement, paras 3-4)
By Martin WoIk
SEATTLE, April 14 (Reuter) - The Clinton 

administration Thursday filed a plan to protect the 
old-growth habitat of the northern spotted owl and asked a 
judge to lift a ban that has halted federal timber sales in 
the Pacific Northwest.

"The plan outlines a strate^ for preserving our 
natural resources, while recognizing the role timber 
plays in the Northwest economy,'' Agriculture Secretary 
Mike Espy said in a joint statement issued by the 
Agriculture and Interior departments.

In Washington, President Clinton said the decision 
marked the beginning of a new era for the Pacific 
Northwest and "offers a hopeful break from the past."

''We are taking the single most important step toward 
once again having a steady flow of timber to Pacific 
Northwest mills,'' he said. "At the same time, the plan 
provides for sustainable management of our nation's 
precious natural resources.''

The plan was criticised by timber industry officials 
and environmental groups.

Administration officials said that in addition to the 
long-awaited final forest plan, they had filed a motion 
asking U.S. District Judge William Dwyer in Seattle to 
lift his May 1991 order banning sales of federal timber in 
the Northwest.

Sales of timber on federal land in Washington, Oregon 
and northern California have been virtually halted since 
the order, issued in connection with a 1989 lawsuit filed 
by the National Audubon Society and other environmental 
groups.The final decision coupled with the Environmental 
Impact Statement fulfill an order set by Dwyer before the 
injunction could be lifted.

''We have met the legal requirements and now hope to 
move the management of federal forests out of the 
courtrooms and back into the hands of resource managers,''



Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt said in the release.
"This action helps us avoid future injunctions over 

the same issue in the very same region," he said.
An Audubon Society official said the plan failed to 

protect Northwest forests and fisheries sufficiently.
"We applaud President Clinton's efforts," said 

society Vice President Brock Evans in a statement.
"However, we are disappointed by his failure to fully 

protect the country's last remaining ancient forest, 
salmon and other old growth dependent species," he said.

James Geisinger, president of the Northwest Forestry 
Association, called the plan ''fatally flawed.''

''This final proposal is not the balanced solution the 
president promised,'' he said.

REUTER

bc-home-builders-forests 
TO NATIONAL, BUSINESS AND ENVIRONMENTAL EDITORS:

STATEMENT OF TOMMY THOMPSON, PRESIDENT, NATIONAL 
ASSOCIATION OF HOME BUILDERS, IN REACTION TO RELEASE OF 
CLINTON ADMINISTRATION'S

FINAL FOREST PLAN
WASHINGTON, April 14 /PRNewswire/ — The following is 

the statement of Tommy Thompson, president of the National 
Association of Home Builders, in reaction to the release 
of the Clinton administration's final forest plan:

"Unfortunately, it's clear before the ink is even dry 
on the plan, that nothing is going to change. That means 
no timber will be released from region six, the lumber 
market will continue to be unsteady and lumber prices will 
continue to fluctuate, driving up new home prices.

"Environmentalist groups have already said they will 
challenge the plan. Even without court challenges, any 
new timber sales have to clear an impossible tangle of 
watershed assessments and conflicting forest laws. It is 
clear that Congress should intervene with sufficiency 
language to end the seemingly endless gridlock associated 
with this forest plan."

-0- 4/14/94
/CONTACT: Cynthia Adcock of the National Association

of Home Builders, 202-822-0450/ CO: National Association
of Home Builders ST: District of Columbia IN: PAP ENV
SU: EXE KD-DT — DC045 — 1897 04-14-94 16:40 EDT



bc-forestplan
ADMINISTRATION ESTIMATES 29,000

IN LOST JOBS UNDER TIMBER PLAN 
By PAMELA BROGAN=

Gannett News Service=
WASHINGTON President?Clinton's?plan for logging in the 

Pacific Northwest areas that are home to the threatened 
northern spotted owl will result in 29,000 lost jobs, the 
administration said Thursday.

According to the final plan submitted to U.S. District 
Judge William Dwyer in Seattle, Oregon would lose 16,700 
jobs, Washington 9,500 jobs and California 2,800 jobs 
compared to the number they had in 1990, when the northern 
spotted owl was listed by the government as endangered.

Yet, the White House has no plans to increase the $1.2 
billion in community assistance grants it has already 
announced to retrain workers.

''We're not changing any assistance other than the $1.2 
billion community assistance package'' said Will Stelle, 
assistant director of the White House Office 
of?Environmental?Policy.

Rep. Peter DeFazio, D-Ore., said the administration's 
aid package was inadequate to make good on Clinton's 
promise that no jobs would be lost under the plan.

"I'm going to keep beating on the administration to 
give us more money, DeFazio said. ''I think they're 
heading for big trouble here from a political standpoint 
if they don't."

But Sen. Bob Packwood, R-Ore., said he doubted that the 
Northwest would ever get the full $1.2 billion.

''We've been conned,'' he said. ''We'll only see a 
piddly amount of that money, especially with this budget 
crunch.''

Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash., said she was cautiously 
optimistic about the plan.

"It is my strong feeling that this plan is not 
perfect," said Murray. ''I am particularly concerned 
about its short-term economic implications."

The reaction of Rep. A1 Swift, D-Wash., was mixed.
''If you look at it from the perspective of the hey-day 

of the timber industry, it's very bad news,'' Swift said. 
''But if you look at since there's been a total shut-down, 
it's not that bad. As far as Congress' involvement, 
there's no guarantee that we'll do anything that industry 
would like better.

"But there's no question that there needs to be more 
money to help our workers. We have three senators on the 
Appropriations Committee to help with that.''

Those senators are: Mark Hatfield, R-Ore., the ranking 
minority member; Slade Gorton, R-Wash., and Murray.

Rep. Jolene Unsoeld, D-Wash., said the plan was the only 
viable alternative to end the gridlock. "It's bitter 
medicine for those who have lost their jobs, but I don't 
know of another alternative,'' she said..
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Industry 

to take 

forest plan 

to court
^WJTHPRESIDENT 
CLINTON’S Northwest 
forest plan dm to be 
presented to U.S. District 
Judge William Dwyer 
tomorrow, opponents in die 
timber industry have 
planned a str^egy of court 
challenges with die intent of 
throwing the question back 
to Congress,

BY Euc P»n« 
SeattkTimaileffnfortrr

STEVENSON. Skamania 
County > The timber induati^. 
pushing for more logs for its 
milla. will file two Imuits in 
Meral court in Washingmn. 
D.C., to overturn President Clin­
ton's Northwest forest ^an, a top 
industry lawyer said yesterday.

The final plan is scheduled to 
be unveiled, adopted and submit­
ted to U.S. District Judge VnUiaxn 
Dwyer in Seattle tomorrow. It's 
expected to be similar to a ver­
sion released in late February.

Legally, it's foil of holes, Port­
land attorney Mark Rutaick said.'

"They have created what the 
Air Force at the time of the 
bombing Baghdad called a'tar­
get-rich environment,'" Rutaick 
told the annual meetuig of the 
Northwest Forestry Association. '

He said induatrys strategy is 
to have the courts nullify Clin­
ton's plan and order prepmtion 
of a new one. That could prompt 
the Forest Service and other 
affected agencies to "throw up 
their hands." Rutaick said. And ; 
that, in turn, could push the issue ^ 
back to Congress - an industry 
goal.

"They (members of Con­
gress) are the only ones who ' 
could change these laws and re- ' 
solve these conflicts," Rutrick 
said.

He said the lawsuits will be 
filed in Washington, O.C., rather 
than Seattle or Por^d Imcause 
recent courtroom victories in the 
capital have established it as "a 
more favorable forum'' for indua-
t*y.

Assistant Agriculture Secre­
tary Jim Lyons, who spoke later, 
said the industry's plans don’t 
surprise him.

'They have every right in the " 
world to sue if they ^oose,” said 
Lyons, who oversees the Forest 
Service. But if Congress gets 
back into the ftay, he said, the 
result could be le^slative micro­
management ^ >’

Moat timber sales in older 
federal foresu of Western Wash­
ington, Western Oregon and 
Northern California have been 
barred since 1991 by Dwyer. He 
has ruled previous management 
plans don't a^uately protect 
wildlife, agreeing with environ­
mental groins that challenged 
those plans.

Congress couldn’t resolve the 
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ll

hogging industry to sue
ithnber
ICONTINUBD PROM B 1

iuue during the Bush administis* 
tion. Clinton and his aides decided 

.Tnonths ago on an aditiiniatzaave 
solution, opdng to aatisly Dwyer 
nther than asking Congress to over* 
tide him.
I The most recent version of their 
plan esamates logging on affected 
federal forests would ^ to U bil­
lion board feet a year, leas than one- 
quarter the level of the 1980s.

Even that level wouldn’t be 
reached until 1997, ofBcisls have 
said.

The Clinton plan already has suf­
fered one legal setback. U.S. District 
Judge Thomas Penfield Jackaon of 
Washingion, D.C, ruled last month 

Jhat the sdendfic tehm that pr^sred 
,;^e document violated a federal 
/open-meetings law.
- In that instance, the lawsuit was 
^ed by the Northwest Forest Re- 

.’iources Council, represented by 
Jfutiidc. Although Jackson didn’t 
Jilock adoption of the plan. Rutrick 
laid, thejudge all but hivited industry 
;tp challenge the plan's legaUty once it 
jtwadop^
^ Ruoick said the industry win file 
.fine lawsuit challenging Clinion's 
Jilueptint for Forest Service lands in 
m three states, another challenging 
Jts presdipdons for 2 million acres in 
.Oregon managed by the Bureau of 
■Und Management 
; ' In some caaes, the agencies are 
jovemed by different laws.
~ jtutBck said the industry will

challenge the legality of the Forest 
Service's socalled viabiliiy rule, one 
of the underpinnings of Dwyer's rul­
ings. It says enough habitat must be 
provided to support 'liable’* popula­
tions of native verreteste ^edes - 
birda. fish, mammals — "well-dis­
tributed” in each national forest

Other forest uses agaiiut which 
wildlife must legally be balanced - 
timl« supply, water, gazing, rec­
reation - have become secondary 
under the viability rule, Rutakk said.

He said the Clinton plan vidatea 
lega) requirements that national for­
ests be managed for multiple uses.

Rutsick said the administiation 
also violated the National.Environ­
mental Policy Act the laW requiring 
foil discussion and disclosure of a 
proposal’s environmental conse­
quences, by:

• Delegating preparation of an 
environmental-impact statement to 
the scisndflc team that wrote the 
plan.

•Failing to consider a broader 
range of alternativaa.

• Ignoring scientific evidence 
presented by industry.

Although they have been critical 
of the Qinton pl^ the 12 eaviron- 
mental groupe that are plaratilh in 
Dwyer's court have not yet said 
•diethar they will ehailwny it

If fiiey do and succeed in extend­
ing the tifflber-aale ban, it could 
increaae preeaure on Congreaa to get 
involved.

Other envirenmentsl groupe have 
said they intend to take the Clinton 
phn to court, however^!
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Clinton forest plan I 

goes to judge today
Environmentalists, ■wwtmmtor: amton defends 

1 f ’ handling of shuation. Pin A3
timber groups plan ■,«««. f«». 
on legal challenges
Bv Rib Taylor

Resolving arcane questions 
about slugs and pristine water­
sheds, the Clinton administration 
yesterday began to unveil its final 
Northwest forest plan, even while 
interest groups prepared to at­
tack It

The administration Is to sub­
mit its plan to a foderal judge 
here today. It culminetes five 
years of struggle, study and plan­
ning triggered by a series of 
court-ordered federal logging 
bens.

Already, environmental and 
timber groups and antagonists in 
the timber wars are attacUng the 
plan and preparing to challenge 
It In eouil

Timber interests call it a total 
fkllure. Many in the timber indus­
try hope to extend the legal 
gridlock so Congress will inter­
vene and boost Umber sales.

Some environmental groups 
are pressing to extend Uieir legal

campaign against timber sales. The Wildemess Society calls the 
president's plan deeply flawed.

Sen. Patty Murray, D-Wash. 
urged people to ignore such pro­
tests. After a briefing on the plan, 
she gave it her endorsemant

“We finally have a chance to 
put something on the table and 
move forward, and I hope that 
everyone will give it a chance to 
work," she said last night

Meanwhile, the administra- 
Uon moved to consolidate chal­
lenges to the plan here before 
U.S. District Judge William 
Dwyer and asked him to exp^ito 
them.

In part the move appeared 
aimed at avoiding U.S. District 
Judge Thomas Penfleld Jackson 
in Washington, D.C. Jackson has 
ruled that the administration vio­
lated procedural rules in devel­
oping the plan. Timber industiy 
lawyers say they will ask Jackson 
to Invalidate the Clinton plan.
Saa OWLS, Page A9 ~
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owis: ’ itiere s cenainiy some risk involved,’ researcher says
From Page 1

The eroff lira dlitufba Erie 
Fonmin, whdi* northera apottad 
owl raaatRh helped create that 
feathered poiter child of the aid- 
growth foreat fflovemanL

“I’m net fueling eoralbitable 
with what both aldea ere doing,” 
Fonman aald this week.

“There’a certainly aoma liik 
involved," the blologiat aald from 
hla Coivallia, Ore., U.S. Foreat 
Sendee lab. “But In my epinioit, 
Option Nina (the Clinton plan) la a 
pretty good plan (br ewla."

In (bet, the plan goes (br 
beyond owla. It la an unprecedent­
ed experiment In landaeape plan­
ning for hundreda ofapeefea.

ne plan will change little 
(Tom earlier drelta, aceoiding to 
eongreaalanal aowmaa who ware 
briefbd on it yesterday. The last 
publiahed version would put 
about 7.4 million acres of PacUle 
Northwest (bderel lands into oM- 
powth (brest reserves where most 
logging would be prohibited. An­
other IS million acres would be 
preaofved in streamalde buRbrs, 
at least temporarily.

It la expected to reopen leg­
ging OB about S.6 million acres, 
out the administration says it will 
take three Mart to gat timber 
sales up to Its long-term target of 
1.1 bllAon board (bet per year, 
about 28 percent of historic levela 

Sources uld the admintstra- 
tlon also plans to announce today 
that It wul not let ulde land to 
protect such nonvertebrate ani­
mals and plants as slugs and 
lichens, unless they are listed as 
threatened or endugsred. Moves 
to prevent declines of higher 
animals will continue even if they 
don’t risk extinction. In another 
move to elarifir amblguiQr, the 
administration plans to allow 
some harvests In pristine kay 
watersheds before they an (blly 
analysed.

FedenI offlcleli say tha plan 
could become a prototype Ibr land 
manageid across the nation. Al- 
nady lu approach Is being lmiu^ 
ed by pending studies In eastern 
Oiwfon, Waahlngten and Idaho 
and the Sierra Nevada and RaeMr 

.Mounttina. Its laadlM aiohitaet, 
biologist Jack Ward Thomas, has 
become chief of the Ponst Se^

. ‘theedmlalstntlenhasitdbad 
much on the plan, which It has 
promoted es e way to and tha 
fonitpidloek.

No ona can predict how It will :be greeted by Ito k^ recipient, 
•Dwyer. In an inibrmal poll this 
iweok, several sdantista and dm- 
:ber axaeutlvas predicted that 
•Dwyer will approve the plan and ,‘nlix bis a^rold leggliig ban.

In hla forest summit la Fort- 
:iaad a year<ago, CUatoa pledged 

liiee n-scleiitir ';tD pndifee a
credible

weterwayi
Timber Industry leeden com- 

plein they have been betrayed. 
New selea in 1883 from spoM- 
ewl (brests wen virtuBlly ten. 
and 19M doesn’t look much bet­
ter, said John Hampton, chairman 
of the Northwest Fonst Resource 
Council. The administration seys 
It will sell only about 80 percent 
of the 2 billion boeid foot of top 
that it pnmiied (br this year 
when it unveiled Its plan in July.

"Without timber supply, then 
U no Job supply," said Hike 
Dnper, executive secntaiy of the 
Western Council of Industriel 
Worfcen, who npnsenti mill- 
workers. He says the plan will 
cost 60,000 to 80,000 Jobs, about 
half of them In the timber indus­
try, The admlnlstntlon puu Job 
loss slightly lower.

The industry has pnmoted a 
gnup of scientists who diffbr with 
tne author! of Clinton's plan and 
say their views wan excluded.

The plan la "an abuse of 
science," aald Robert Lee, a pre- 
(bsaor of forest sociology In the 
University of Wesblitgton’s Col­
lege of Forest Reiounes.

Many of these scientists argue 
that aoma timber cutting Is naed- 
ed to reaton habitat andpiesorve 
(bnsts. Chadwick Oliver, a UW 
stWiculture pnfbtsor, says the 
plan is baaed on a miseoBception 
that old-tnwth fsnets can be 
preserved In a steady state. He 
predicts big Ores.

Fnm envinmnentallBta come 
pntosts that tha admlnlatnUoa 
would keep eutttiig old growth 
and punching roads Into roadless 
anas, which thay say alnady an 
toe (tagmoBtod. They eomplein 
that the estlmetod odds of loag> 
term survival for many sBliBals - 
as percent for snlmon runs - 
annt high enough (br many flsb and wlldllft specif

As It has evolved, the CUatoa 
plan has paitislly satlsned many
of thOM OhiMtlOIll.

Meeting Industry eoneeras, of- 
flelals allowed some thinning of 
youngar forests In the plan’s old- 
gnwth reserves, eapedelly in dri­
er anu most vulnerable to drlld- 
nre. They set up adaptive 
management areas that oObr add­
ed flcxIbUlty to by new logging 
taehntquas.

To blunt environmental at­
tacks, tha administration bnad- 
eaad some atreameMo buHbn, 
partly for salmon, and added rnlae 
to protect nn but little-noticed 
species ftom beta to saalls to 
lichens.

Critical datalla remain vague 
or in doubt Ranowed dabataa 
have breban out ever the ortglnel 
Ittidlfleetien for the plan, protect­
ing the BDithera spotted owL

Nioatoen prominent educators 
and leseereaete^-smtiy a new' 

pedOttU arwi^de- 
*ng tit%

L'!,

0T/S0-d
*mistalnatlfe' lewl of timber sales
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jnton forest plan full of rules but not final answers
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Clinton plan has rules but not aU the answers
Timber
CONTINUED FROM D 1
lalhinreguiriiigproteottnaoftlie nortbcrn 
spotted owl and otWr wildlife.

Tlie final plan isn't eipected In ifider 
sjgndicanlly finom tbe vcfskn unrefied in 
late Fcbnory, wbich draws i new nap and 
psnpoaes a new wocalMlarp for 17 miOioD 
aocn of fedenil toresl from Canada In 
Cemral Cafifanda.

: More than 43 pefoad would be aei aside 
in scaUered 'late-suoasnonaT reserves. 
Older forests within their bounds WDuU be 
proteded; younger fnnesU permitted to 
ipnpir old.

Fifteen petcem of the landscape, outside 
tM hte-succcBaionii reserves, would be 
protected in atTeamside corridaro, ranging 
inilidly in width from at least 100 to 300 feet 
ahii« each bank.

: Mne percent would rmmn off-Gmils to 
fagging. Another 9 percent b slated far 
*^faqilive management," where iimovative 
faiwitiy b enooDiaged.
!; Tbe final 23 percent, called the “matrix," 

gBoenlly wouM remain open far fagging. 
::ft souinfa dew^ final But it isn’t 
i:l4uch of the malrii b in what the plan 

tbds'lBeywatenheds." 164 faasms ranging 
20 to 200 square miles, most drained 

bg^ riven where dedining salmon or steel- 
head stochs spawn.

• rfitn more matrix lands are loadess 
farestn, high prncities for protection among 
csmraniiienlalbls.
; ■ fMore fagging can tahe place in a raad- 

1^ area or key watershed, the Clinton plan 
ays, anmething caled "watenhed atiily- 
ab"^inat be oompleted. It's suppoa^ to be 
a bftife fin- fntore management dedskma, a 
oasnpi^dhenasve scientific liialysb of tbe

basin's soil, water, fish and wddhfe, how 
they inter-relate, and how mudi disttHhance 
they can withstand.

Tbe trouhle is, i{0 one knows yet eaoctly 
what watenhed anityab entaAs. how much 
it will cost or how long it wil lake. "We're 
kind of rolling our own," says Bob Dunbb- 
iier, a ^nner with the Mount Baker- 
Soocpiahnie Natkmal Forest

Pilot watershed analyaes are just getting 
under way — one fa slated on Canyon 
Creek, a Nnoksach River tributary in What­
com County. U won't be fimabed nnlil fal at 
the earliest Otbero will take at least a yctf.

The adminbtiation bcxmaidering reqnir- 
ing only partial analysis be&xe decfamns on 
fagging are made in key watersheds. StiB. 
watershed analysis n certain to be a si^itfi- 
canl undertakmg.

Tbe Forest Service has fewer bodies 
than a decade ago. And offictals achnowledge 
die achninbtrathm hasn’t ashed Congreas 
far the money to cany out Cfaibni’a plan.

Such nnonlainty about watershed analy- 
sb — both the process and tbe outcome — 
prompro thober interests to question when, 
even if, lagging will resume in roadless 
areas and key watersheds in the matris.

That, in timi, mahea them wonder if the 
mhninbtration'a calculalian of annual re- 

.gional timber harvest utxier the pfan — hi 
faillifla board feet — b inAated.

"We don't see tbe vofunes" says West of 
the Northwest Forcsliy Asaoebban. "ft's 
one of our biggest concerns.’’

Enviranmentafists would lire nothing 
better than for watershed analysa to result 
m bans on fagging key waterdieds and 
raadfau areas. But they suspect the Forest 
Service will be pressured to tflt tbe othv 
way to genente tiinber volumes.

The matrix isn’t'lhe only fand-manage-

ment category in tbe dinlan fdan that 
reonhis in flux:

• What wifi happen in the 10 large areas 
slated for "additive managenent" fa a big 
question mark. The Clintnn pta slates 
general goab far earh and nothing more. 
Extensive planning b expeotciL

• Lands akeady oonaidered withdrawn 
administraUvely from loggiiig could be re- 
opet^ to harvest later in the decade, 
officiali ackmmdedge; when each national 
forest revises ita 10-year management plan.

•The no-logging stremnaide oorxidora 
oonld grow or ahrink in width, the Clinton 
plan lays, if waterslyed analy^ suggesta 
change b wanranted.'j

• There’s even the possftiaity of aonie 
logging Bi ’late-suoqesaiaDal'’ reserves, to 
emwonmeiitafista’

Stands younger than go years can be 
thinned, if inanagen oonvinoe a regfanal 
adenlific team it wouM advanoe their evolu­
tion into oht^vwlh habitat. Older stands 
can be salvage-kggBd if 10 aorea or more 
topples in a fire O' windstorm.

Whitney says eaviromncntalists might 
be more oomlortabfe with al tfab latitude if 
the scientists who vnotc the plan were 
cespoosiUc for carrying it ouL He doesn’t 
tnisil the Fneat Service to do the job light 

But that’s just whnt the Clinton pfan 
asks.

The Northwest has been squrddding over 
its forests iora genentkm, sbice fang before 
anyone heard of a spatted owL

The Clintfln pfan won’t end the forest 
fight - just dn^ it

• TeanoiTDw; A iKoae of the federal jwfge 
who in 1991 boniied roost new timber safes 
in tbe Northwest's nationri forests, Wflfiam 
Dwyer of Seattle.
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Timber plan sparks new row over forests
By Rob Tayhir
Nflapotwr

The Clinton admlnlitratlon, min* Ita 
Northwest forest plan yesterday, asked a 
federal court to dissolve its 3-yeaMld ban 
on logging old-growth fbrests.

As expected, the plan met criticism from 
environmental and umber Industw ^ups, 
but was praised by flsderal officials and 
some politicians as the best chance to 
restore the region to environmental health

and economic stability.
No legal challenges to the plan were 

filed yesterday. Several groups Involved in 
the case said decisions on a legal response 
were weeks away. Even a group of Umber 
interesu whose lawyer had pledged to sue 
said it had not decided whether to chal­
lenge the plan. » ♦In a Seattle news eonhrence, Assistant 
Secretary of Agriculture Jim Lyons told 
reporters yesterday that the plan is “scien­
tifically sound, legally sufficient and bal­

anced." He said it wu time to “get forest 
management out of the courts and Into the 
forests where It belongs.” .

The Northwest Forestry AssociaUon 
called the plan illegal and fetally flawed. 
The American Forest and Paper ^soclaUon 
called for Congress to step In, The Siem 
aub and Audubon Society said the plan 
gives Inadequate protection to ancient for­
ests.
SoeLOQQINa,P^^

Logging: Environmental groups want impact studies
Son* imp. ohljt- UblVulJ -SS<iSl^

ed to a late adjuatment that would allow aa the *”ofndaU also attempted to head off
Umber aalea durji« the tw« or JSJJSStity- “ to atrllw down the phu
three yeara In relatively pri***^*^" of on grouada that It foiled to comply with
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forest plan heads for center stage
liinber
fioNTlNUBD FROM B 1

Kk. That's not going to benefit the resoutcea d this 
(IqSimi. It’s not going to benefit the cMunumtue of this 
(egion... if s only going to benefit the lawyen."

Lyons and Fnrapton also said the sdituniattation wiO 
move to consolidate all legal challenges to the plan m 
I^efs court

The timber industry announced earlier this week it 
plans to file lawsuiu in Washington, O.C., where a judge 
ifilcently ruled the administration violated procedural 
Ifews in preparing the plan.
' The Northwest Forestry Association said today the 
^ton plan was prepared illegally and should be 
rotten with the h^ at Congress. "We think Congresa 
needs to weig^ in,” said Ralph Sqieiatein, association 
viM president "The plan needs to be worked on with a 
more poup d experts.”

. The Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund, which repre­
sents environinentalists, aaid any talk of legal action is 
prptnature.

- "Initiating new litiption is a aerimis step,” said Todd

True, a Seattle-based attoney for the noup. 
surprised industry is able to tell they don’t IM it I

■Tm 
it before

the^ve seen the plan.”
Lyons said new provisions in the final plan indude a 

break for the ski industry and procedural changes aimed 
at moving more timber to mills over the next few years 
while the plan is put into effect

The plan’s central elements, however, remain largely 
unchanged from a version released in late Pebni^. 
About 70 percent of the remaining ui^irotected older 
federal foreat would be included in reaervea. Timber 
sales would drop to 1.1 billion board feet annually, one- 
quarter the level of the 1980a but sipificantly more than 
has been allowed under Dwyer’s injunction.

Administration officials said last mmith, however, that 
it would take until 1997 to reach that level Timber sales 
can take years to prepare, and. after years of uncertainty, 
few are in the pipeline.

b addition, harvest couldn’t occur on much of the land 
that remained open to logging under the Clinton plan until 
studies (V plans were completed. Several chan^ in the 
final plan aim to comporesa or ss^lify those studies and 
possibly make more timber avpilabl^ Lyons aaid.

The changes "will provide us with the ability to have a 
(timber) sale program while we go through be transi­
tion.” he aaid. He would not estimate how much more
logeng mi^t occur. 

Perhapal
paaw

____ »,j the moat important change would affect "key
wateraheda,” 164 river basins imponant far salmon, 

or water quality. Under the draft Clinton plan, 
togging couldn’t take place inside them unless a compre­
hensive, basin-wide "waterehed analysis” was compet­
ed.

That requirement wouldn’t be ^lied to timber sales 
through 1996. Lyons said. Under the final plan, a sale 
could proceed sfttf a lesa detailed study of ita intact that 
focuaed mostly on fish and water.

Bonnie Phillips-Kowatd of be Western Ancient 
Forest gjanripaign oiled be switch s betxayiL

"What be/re saying is, ‘We’re going to practiee 
ecosystem management someday.’ That to me, ia very 
distresaing,” she said. “For be little Wt of gpin they get 
be/re gi^ to lose a helluva lot of credibility- R shows 
the/re still timber-driven.”

But Bob Dick of be Northwest Forestiy Aaa^tim 
said that even vib the change, be administration will 
find it difficult to make much ciinber available to logging in 
be next few yeata. The administration should start over 
on a new plan and invite industry to the table bis time, he 
said.

The Clinton plan also would Impose no-logging

Perhaps the most important change would 

affect... 164 river basins.,. Under the 

draft Clinton plan, logging couldn’t take 

place inside them unless a basinunde 

‘watershed analysis ’ was completed.

buflera, ranging in widb fibm IX to 300 feet initially, 
along each side of all streams. Some ski areas, wl^
lease ail or part of their land from the U.S. Forest Servic^ 
bad exptes^ concern about the buffsTs' impact on beir 
operations and expansion plans.

The final plan would grandfothar in fisting ski 
development, Lyons said, and allow new develc^meni 
inaide be streun-side buffers on land for which a ski ares 
alrre^ holds a permit from the Forest Service. ; 

That may benefit Crystal Mountain’s expansion plans. 
Sen. Patty Mumy, D-Wash.. said the Clinton plan 

offen the best hope for ending be Northwest’s long^ 
ruiuiing war in be woods. I

"My sincere hope ia bat everyone will give this a 
chance to work,” she said. "This has been in gridlock top 
long.” J

UP <t. fc
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Forest plan heads for center stage
♦ AFTERNINE 

MONTHSaffme- 
ttmmjg. Ilu ainton 
admimsiraiioH‘s 
NortimestforestpUmis^ 
futiskeiL
EmvmmnmttaHsU and 
tmtbermtenstsarebotii 
wUu^mthii^btathe 
onfyopimomthaimatUn 
is 1hatofU.S. District 
Judgs WtUiarnDwyn

BYBsicPnmB
S$aUtTimmskffrtpoitir

After nine iDonttis of pbiying off- 
Bniadwqf, PKesideiit Cliatan’B Noetli- 
west Carest ptan fimHljr bits the big tkne 
todqr.

b makes its in ttie odly
ttiesler tbat matters: the OMUtroom.

Tim adnamistntion is siiniitting its 
kK«4waited final pbm - wtuebdiOen 
little from the most recent draft — lo 

Dotiict Judge William Dwyer.
R also is ading him to lift a swe^ 

ing kgnnction that for nearly tbrw 
years faas bkicfted abnost aD new timber 
sales on 17 miHioo acres of federal

forest m Western Washington. West­
ern Oregon and Northern CaliCaniia.

Assutaot A0ciculture Secretary Jim 
Imrans said the plan “gels forest man­
agement out of the court andback in the 
woods where it belong.”

Assistant Interior Secretary George 
Flcampton called it “the most amhidoiis 
ecosystem plan ever atternpled... this 
is a whrde new way of doing bnsineas.’* 

The proposal’s broad outlioes have 
been public knowledge since last July 
and Imvc been roundly oriticiaed by 
both tioiber interests, vriu say the ptan 
would aBow too little loggii^ and 
envirnnmeirtjdists. who say it would

allow loo much.
But Dwyer is the only critic whose 

qpmion matters. He ruled b 1991 that 
the government was deliberately vio­
lating laws feqMking proteetkn of the 
northern ipottcd owl and other wikftife 
and shut down most logging, pen^ 
adoption of a new management plan.

Challeoges to tbe Cfinton pttvoaal 
are expected firam both enviroiuneata}- 
ists and the timber ioduBtiy. Hmy can 
only be counterproductive, Lyons mid.

“Wbat is their alteniative?” he said. 
”T1ie aheraative. 1 fear, is more grid-

PLBASEseE HmheroNBS
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Cinton Ancient Forest Plan May Break Gridlock, But Still 
Jeopardises Forest h Kah Health

SEATTLE, WA—-The Sierra Club today called the Clinton Administration's final 
plan for the Pacific Northwest ancient forests inadequate, saying it falls short of the 
President's pf ontiae to dsliver a "scientifically sound, ecologically credible and 

legally defensible" plan.

"While the plan is a significant improvement from the grim days of the Reagan and 
Bush Administrations, It will not accomplish the level of protection critical to save 

the last 10 percent of the ancient forests," said Bruce Hamilton, Sierra Club's 

Conservation Director. "Serious questions remain as to whether the plan will 
ad^uately protect the health of our last remaining stands of old growth forMta and 

the declining stocks of coastal salmon and other species."

Today the administration released the record of decision (ROD) for the forest plan, 
known as "option 9." This is the final step in the approval process for the plan to 

protect federal forests in Washington, Oregon and Northern California.

"The Clinton team may have stopped the bleeding, but the forest ecosystem is still 
in critical condition. Without a fuU-strength prescription, the patient may still die," 
said Bill Arthur, Sierra Club Northwest Regional Director, 'Whether the Clinton 
plan brings the ancient forests just a slower death or the beginning of recovery will
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depend on implementation of watershed analysis and full funding for watershed 

restoration.'’

The grassroots organization said the Clinton plan provisions for conducting 

watersh^ analysis are purposely unclear and unspecific in order to allow for greater 

logging. The plan fails to provide inviolate protection for our ancient forests and 

leaves approximately one-third of the remaining ancient forest open to logging- 

putting at risk a host of plant and animal spedes dependent on the old-growth 

ecosystem.

The final plan also creates an exception for national forests in California that will 
allow higher levels of logging.

"The devil's in the details," said Melinda Pierce, Associate Representative 
for the Sierra Club. "We have no guarantee that implementation won’t 

shortchange watershed analysis—the very foundation of the Clinton protection 

plan."

The Sierra Club has called on President Clinton to consider another source of 

timber for domestic mills—two billion board feet of raw logs exported horn private 

lands each year, finding this practice would provide twice the anticipated volume to 

be gained from old-growth forests and return mill Jobs to the region.

The Siena Qub has also called for leglalatian that would end subsidies for log 

exports, create ixuientives for private timber growers to sell logs domestically, and 

require greater processing of federal timber before export

The President has the authority to end the export of raw logs from private 

lands under the "short supply provisions" of the Export Administration Act

###
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Th^oUowing ^tement was^ued byjfames Geisinge^ Northiwst Forestry Association president, upon the 
^bmission ome Record of Decision on the President's Forest Plan to US District Court Judge William 
Dwyer. Mr. Geisinger \sbs one of the participants at the President's Forest Conference held on April 2, 1993.

u ^ ^ Presidents forest plan is illegal and therefore
are shocked toat the Administration v/ould submit to Judge Dwyer a fatally flawed plaa The President
promised to foUow the law, birt this plan violated federal open meetings law and the proposed solution ignores 
maiiy environrnerital la^ of the land. Furthermore, the Administration lacks the commitment to solve this 
crisis because their budget requests are woefully inadp/|»at«»

"We will review to final forest plan and record of decision with a fine-tooth comb and evaluate if 
our next Murse of action is to challenge the President's proposal in coun. One thing is for sure, this forest 
plan IS built on a foundation that consciously omitted valid scientific alternatives. By excluding opinions other 
thp ttoe viewed acceptable by the Forest Ecosystem Management Assessment Team, the President's 
scimtists skewed the range of options considered, eliminating alternatives that would have inflicted far less 
suffering on the hard working citizens of the Pacific Northwest.

"We are slacked that the President should put himself above the law and continue to pursue a lecally 
flawed approMh, doo^ to failure. Hie best solution to to gridlock is for the Administration and our 
Congi^jo^ delegation to come together and develop a more balanced approach. We stand ready to work 
wth the Adimnist^on and Congress to hammer out a solution which provides a better balance, that includes
all the scientific alternatives and can be inplemented,"

"One year ago, Resident Clinton promised to end the gridlock with a balanced plaa 'This proposal 
gives the oiwonmentahsts everything they have ever asked for and lacks any resemblance of a balanS 
solution for the hard working citizens of the Northwest.

li! »>!“''«> the President promised. The 85% reduction in tinier
™th the fedty sei^c basts of the plan doomed it to faiiure. This process does nothing to

end the gndlock facmg timber producing communities in the Pacific Northwest
proposed, Jis plm is aoni^cally dysfunctional due to the meager volumes promised for an area 

^‘^"istration could fulfill their promise of a billion board feet, there is no 
>fortl^ ^ ^ ^ sustained in any of the timber producing communities of the

u f I?® Presideiit prorased to get timber flowing to the mills immediately. No new timber sales have 
beej, forthcommg and the Chief of the Forest Service says it will take year^. WhUe we continue to wait, 
mills cl(^ jote are lost, businesses board up and local governments go bankrupt.
It ic ^nistration hffi not kept a single promise made to the hardworking citizens of the Northwest
mice^ foTair to step in and pass legislation ttfcich resolves this issue in a balanced manner,

#######
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forest plan debatable 

for environmentalists
Ointans proposal 

IMy to befou^it 

jrommanyan^
BrEuctans

<i Ndv That tfat Ofatim idmiflfa- 
fcr«tieflbi*&iMhedi»ltBig-«—Bad 
haOmti fcnat piin. the 
|30ve s up to «i»inmai1 
roup*.
r. ‘nuy BB*t ef «oe mal
. SoBeavi^«fllaB»ea«tto 
Uod( ihe ptan tem tddi« dha 
bos tuoeth. Othm, «UleBqiaOy 
critittl (d ihc pini, hxfca’t dtadsd. it HMTaY^beBtftxdeBatb'
«ed SII9I be weiotaBdIpinir the poMhffliy rf i pofeal
tnrfrhab

Ibe am CDOian pn^ hne
in ttia ^mi*0r r,nwgwi«« jiimjrftig
b nfl teminK m vme tbu «• 
VC amr.” ad Ifike Aadamm ed
die WBdaaaa See^.‘3m if «e 
let ft ride, «• VQidd h«n to aocapt •
plMUletrfg^ «Ml"

d*y iilped OB tbe pfaa,» pa ■ 
Ue nd Mhaiadfc B>U^

Dattia JudgB Wliun Dwpcr te 
SwBle. It te«« a tiev 0^ far 
27 miSim ana of federal fara in 
Waaten Washington. Westera 
Ot«gee and KorhefB Califania-

AboDt 70 pecant of the ramais- 
iiM^lBBr0taIled ofaiv foRct «anM 
be iaaudtd in rcaema. I<oggirn 
«mdd dnp ID lees than ooe-quater 
tekmIertbcUSOa.

EnvinaiBeabKso wt/ that's 
stSn too nnKh. Tirehar mt«aa lay 
ifaeeoAtta.

The plan is the inadutt ti h«- 
aoita filed by oigifoomaiahits 
Img hdore Omton took edSce. 
Dwyv nilad thiae yaait ago that 
the Bush admndatnCRm la inD- 
AiBy viotaKed aanroBioearal kwa, 
od he hlodtad most aev amber 
■laa uod the ecwanmem adopted 
a new pin that ineeu lepl stao- 
dndi for kihflifii pnuctiaa.

Wha it Bubnattwi its pto yaa- 
tmdiiy. the Omton admniaaiwo 
aakad Dvyor to Bt hia hen. The 
judBe haa ictmdulad a coafaenBe
We^cader to aon out iuat whatto aoR out juat what
KMfipQDft DB^thaber intcraeiB abaady hive 
ttaoitaoad they wdl file ImiiitB to
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^nyironmentalists ponder plan
■ Timber
CONTINUED IRON B 1
.overtm-n the OinUmphR wdfareethe aRfim. 
ptatnition to itarl over.

But they fteo»unr«Bidthef Wlmopteto 
Mock the plan hm lairing effect while dieir 

'wend their mjr ttnomh ffie CDurt 
■yatem. Sxh a Rwoe, if auoocasH wwM 
B^w millawithcvenfewferienllimberirthe 

run linatfKClinloniffnwouUpnnMle.I leaves the enviramiienlalii
Moet laaite the CKntoo pbm aa t big

fatiiiroveuieiE.t Ckeer to legal riiaaanythB«lheBiirii
toteuniatration did," aid Andy Kerr of thefCbj^ni Natural RcanuceaCooKa one oT 12 
fpCBwnuatiom that iM the lawsuit lial 
Bumnpted Dwyer a baa.
£:Bat it atm feia ilmt of what the kw
nijuirea, eaviransiahLiBtoadi'%9l%eM'- 
iW.” oak' ' -...................■ ^ wMv V ■■ tolM« 1% 9 IUI.C I1V1*'aaad>nI>iaotoftheKriionalAudtt')M 
Bpciety, another plaintiff9ou|k "Voo doniget
rteJntjl in^ «MSm MialaffiwnC^ M «/k •—wa-.wva.i ^aoaiawi||fful^ lUUWVIIglpoints for getting iiaidetheS-orlD-yanliriie. 
^ ;K*rr aaad tlw Oregon Natural Beaouras 
3iunca vnarid rue to fafackttie pljn. Other 
tfoups inwoheed in (he oostiig aril said (ftey 

muu
iVflf Oaey am and aueoeed k extauling the 
atoOw t*«>. they ■■•ff.i'. might provoke Cn- 
ifoao to override the CMiirta, petfapa onteriig 

levels hr diovf what (he Clinton plan

*Mve al^ decim to make," arid 
Ti^lijfe6 MffieirmMt prwidefjt of tli€ Warh- 
^cwi EirviranraenUi Cboodl, anotber plan- 
iff snMipL

i^lRatlicir than challeaging Ike entire pfan, 
|r^ AtKheeeon id the Wilderneaa Society, Boaie

’“*“*■"“*^1^ have taffeed d moving to 
Uniher wkyongidcfedctyc-

Bet Kerr said the threat <d i oafgteaakmal 
override is overtlowii.

"It’s a riik, but we thmii ifi a mcngeable 
ink,” he aaid, Xongvesa is very hamy this
laatieia on (he (htarateporiheakninattaiim
Old the ODVIa, and not an then. ...

‘’Ehvirormiciitalisls riunild riwaya be am- 
cemed abort a poikical baddsrii. Bat the 
(Oregm tfoand Resouroea CeundD ia more 
emcemed atoot nturc's boddMi"

Kerr acknowledged, however, that any 
challenge to the Clinton phn iaol a sme 
wimer. "Ifa going to be a hH hadev decision 
kar Judge Dmmr (Ms rime." he said

The Native Fmat Caunrib a small envi­
ronmental group based in BUgciie, Ore, that is
not pwt of (he present lawsuM, alao has said it 
would challeafe (he OintmiilaE As eaeculive 
Aecter, Tim Herraack has been highly criti­
cal of moal d (he mainstream grodps, saying 
they are too willing to camproaiae.

One kgaliuue that’s Ikdy to GUilace soon 
w jonadictioa. Timber-mdusby bnvycr Mark 
Ratokk said earlier thia week (bat ha cUents 
planned to fftetheirlawsults in federal omul in 
Washin^on, D.C, which he caBed ’’a nore 
foonble fetiDn" lor die induatiy view.

A DC: pudge, Thomai Piodield Jadraoiv 
Rgrecd whh iaduatry hit month (bat the 
Clinton plan had been prepared in viclatian of 
an opea-raeelmgi bw. He woukki'i block the 
admiiwbnrion from adopting the jdan bill said 
be might conridcr a new challei^ onoe (be 
pan was signed.

bonort papers filed the week, the admiiua- 
tralioa aid aBdaalleiiges should beoontotidat- 
ed in Dwyer's court sod ariwd the Seattle 
]U%e ta help mafre that bgipcn.

A cam odBcbl end if questions cffjuiiadic- 
tnn srne and caimol be resolved by (he indges
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Clint9,n timber plan
falls under fire

By Xavier Briand
Washington Correspondent

WASHINGTON — At separate 
press events Tuesday, the housing 
industry and the carpenters’ union 
kicked, shq)ped and shoved the 
latest vCTsion of President Clinton’s 
Northwest forest plan.

“We’re open to suggestion be­
cause what we have don’t work,” 
said Sigurd Lucassen, president of 
the 600,000-meniber United Broth­
erhood of Carpenters and Joiners of 
America.

Lucassen, joined by Denny Scott 
of the AFL-CIO, called the press 
conference to bash the plan and 
release survey results indicating 
voters' in the Pacific Northwest feel 
the same way.

The poll surveyed 1,662 regis­
tered voters in Oregon, Washington 
state and northern California Jan. 
26 through Feb. 8.

According to the survey, 91 per­
cent of respondents said they be­
lieve the federal forest management 

' plan unveiled last July has been 
“ineffective.”

Meanwhile, 62 percent said they 
think the plan — often referred to 
as Option 9 — is neither fair nor 
balanced.

“The voters know the truth,” 
Lucassen said, “And the truth is, 
the administration has not kept its 
promises regarding the timber sup­
ply crisis.

“Eight months have passed since 
Option 9 was released. To date no 
timber has been harvested for saw­
milling, the (federal court) injunc­
tions s^ stand and a workable and 
realistic retraining and support 
packar ' does not exist”

Clinton’s new plan, which will 
be delivered to federal Judge Wil­
liam Dwyer in Seattle at the end of 
March, calls for the harvesting of 
1.1 billion board feet per year from 
public lands in the region, down 
from 1.2 billion last year.

It says the decline in logging will 
cost 9,500 jobs, almost twice the 
original government estimate.

During a luncheon conference at 
the National Association of Home
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Viinh anrt volatile Thompson said the association
last July, prices have ri»„ eapecls eijviroi^ntal gioups to 

almS^hO percent and today stand challenge the Clinton proposal even 
at $477 per 1 000 board feet,” he though it protects most trees m the 
said. “That adds almost $4,000 to region. i i,
the cost of a typical 2,000-square- ^ The only way to bre^ ^ough 
foot house gridlock, according to Thomp-

“It’s an unfortunate situation for son, is to make Congr«s adopt 
home buyers. With interest rates at “sufficiency language that wil 
their lowest level in 20 years, shield forest decisions from legal 
builders had an opportunity to challenges.
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downtown Astoria
A $25,000 grant through 

President Ointon’s new fw- 
est plan could mean a big 
difference in downtown 
Astoria.

The city of Astoria is 
applying for the down­
town devel<q)ment grant 
from the federal gov­
ernment to help revi­
talize the Astoria 
waterfront. Specifi­
cally. the money 
would be used to 
help complete the river­
front walkwt^y from 14th Street to 
17th Street.

The city will ante up SlO.OOO 
toward the project, which has been 
estimated to cost about $80,000. 
Communities that put up some

a

whether it needs a new municipal 
building.

’Ihestructme would 
house.iMlice. fire and 
city business. Warren- 
ton city government 
has simply outgrown 
its current buildings, 
city officials said.

The Warrenton City 
Commission recently 
decided to appointa com­
mittee that will study 
whether or not a new 
municipal building is nec­

essary.
Several commissioners were 

concerned about asking voters for 
money in what they said was a time 
for belt-tightening.

Anyone who is interested in serv­
ing on the committ^, can call War-

iiift

i.,ommunuics uiui yui *“6“T „ , „AO,,matching funds will have a better renton City Hall, 861-2233.

Director PAUL BENOIT told the BORGARDT has been named to a 
Astoria City Council Monday that state committee that is charged with 
the waterfiont seemed to be the top studying used oU recovery, “^e corn- 
priority for downtown businesses, mittee, which was formed by the
•niebusinessesheialkedto,meitibers Oregon Legislature, is try^ to meet 
of the Astoria Downtown Develop- state mandates to reduce the amount 
ment Association also considered of used oil that enters the waste 
pubUc bathrooms but decided they str^. ^ i,
would be too cosUy. .If the city gets the federal grant ria*s 3R (Reduce, Reuse, Recycle)
and throws in $10,000, watertont ,
backers might be able to rame the 
r=aofil«wy.B«K».a4

Potice eye gambling ment, Bo^ardt told the Aste^ City
The Astoria Police Department is Council this week that the city’s jomt

contributing $2,250 for the Clatsop bid to get a De^rat ofEnOT 
County Sheriffs Office two-person mental Quality household hazardous 
narcotics and gambling task force. wa^ pictop day fai^ ^ >

Local police agencies help support The city had applied with Can-
the force by offering mutual aid, non Beach and Seaside ■ ,
staffing assistance and financial sup- In the past, die ciues have had
non. great success with the pickup day,

Borgardt said. She said the city 
New Warrenton eity building? should^ply again in the fall.
: The city of Warrentort is taking , . . ^ ^ L d V

tiie first steps toward deciding /—Compiled by Cathy Peterson

Astoria, OR 
(Clatsop Co.) 
Daily Astorian 
(Cir. D. 9,807)
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Head Saved,
Body Lost
*^he Forest Service has so far defied an 
I order from President Qinton and jeo-
I pardized his forest plan by cutting 

field workers to save top management jobs, 
a union and eriviroiunental group said last 
week.

"This is really the bureaucratic head cut­
ting off the body to save itself," Gerald 
Foster of the local National Federation of 
Forest Employees said. ,

President Clinton ordered last year that 
all federal agencies reduce staff by four per­
cent and that 10 percent of the reductions 
come from upper management positions.

At a news conference Foster presented 
Ibrest Service data showing that while the 
agency has cut about 1,000 positions na­
tionwide as a result of fallen, timber 
harvests, upper mcinagement has spared 
itself.r^The Qinton order requires cutting 
112 . top’ agency' job's. (usually earning ; 
$75,000 or more) by-Seirt. 1995, but so far 
such jobs hive actually increased by 28.
• '^Tbe Ibiest exactly the
opposite; it is becoming more, top, heavy,.. , 
Bob Dale of'the^sddation of Forest Ser­
vice Employes for En^iimental Ethics . 

; (AFSEEE) said^Thel^J^jobs tl^a^^ 
: b^-#f to save-!jn^g^^t are;fidd ::

Eugene, OR- 
(Lane Co.) 

EUGENE WEEKLY 
(Cir.W.22,000)

mar 1 0 1994
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/w6rkm:whoi^,fcecmdi in^
. the forest service towards ecosystem
.managment;^^,
: HjTheAVmametteNation^ 
dreds of ‘'biologists, - soil - scientists, 
geologists, engineers ;and other field
workers while losing virtu^y-no'top; ■
numagementjobs. Butmaiiagers sayjth^
can't chaiige where the ax Ms, . . , , , « « ,

The >WmM^i?h^^bhly^tw^bi) •: Nel^n said &e..layoffe are 'very, very 1 
:____ , Hiffinill dprijnnnjs'^-for manaffement. and>

;• -.w.M

Ibderal^ffiISEdrn'iedu^;‘^^ 3^pe4>nalreperc^iombecai^
!-tions.": he sai3i':'dhev act witii imoimitv
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Pirn to save owl creates a nightmare
^ LIVINGSTON. Mont.

You don’t know Bill Arsenault, owner 
of a small woodlands in Oregon. But you 
may soon have a lot in common with 
him.

He is threatened by a draconian Clinton 
proposal to save the Northern spotted owl 
that could take away his retirement in­
come while simultaneously hastening the 
bird’s demise. And if the administration’s 
plan is implemented, many other people

ir

Alston Chase

will share his anguish. The federal strategy ^04'“ charged with “harming”
for rescuing critters in the Northwest is in- species and liable to criminal penal-
tended as a model, to be replicated ties, mcluding a $100,000 fine and a year
throughout the country. Yet it rests on a 
broad expansion of the Endangered .Spe­
cies Act that would give pnvpmmpnt un- 
limited authority to meddle in everyone’s 
back yard.

In 1976. Arsenault, 66, a former elec-

During debate before its passage in 1973, 
Congr^ specifically considered, then re­
jected, the suggestion that habitat altera­
tion constitutes a take. So, in 1991, plain­
tiffs from the South and Northwest filed a 
lawsuit challenging this interpretation. 
And on March 11, the Washington, D.C., 
circuit court found in their favor. The gov­
ernment, the court decreed, cannot claim 
that changing habitat necessarily harms 
creatures. To prove a take has occurred, 
authorities must, in effect, produce the 

__ body.
Nevertheless, the administration is Arsenault s ferin lies entirely within a pushing ahead with 4(d), which would, in 

proposed emphasis^^area As neighboring effect, make this Wonderland definition 
lands already have been lo^ed, his grove of “harm” national policy and allow feder-

contains some of the best habitat around al intrusion into every nook and cranny of 
III i:r/o,/Mscnauii, 00, a lormer eiec- and thus almost would certainly be includ- our lives, 

tronics engineer from Southern Califor- ^*>e area ruled off limits to logging. , u j /•
nia, retired and moved to Dou^as Coun- Meanwhile, parcels belonging to his neigh- * "4 “velihood of countless people al- 
ty. Ore. Settling onto a small ranch with bors that are already damaged would go threatened by looming regulations

; 240 acres of timberland that he had niir. unregulated. over Mlmon, smelt and swallows, Swain-
I clfised in-1971,, he ■Began to cultivate his effect, 4(d) entails that landowners s hawks, yellow-legged frogs, kangaroo
: trees with the expectation that they would "'ho own the best habitat would be among “ Spnngs snails, garter snakes
; provide a retirement income, allowing *he first denied the right to harvest. Such countless other creatures. Yet not
i him to harvest timber selectively, on a 
: sustained yield basis, into perpetuity.

But in December, Arsenault’s dream be­
came a nightmare when he became among 
those targeted by a federal program to 
save the owl. Authorized under section 
4(d) of the Endangered Species Act, issu­
ing ‘protective regulations” for the bird, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service pro­
pose drawing circles at least 1.5 miles in 
radius around each nest and designating 
these zones — roughly 4,760 acres in size 
— “special emphasis areas,” where 40 
percent of the habitat must be kept invio­
late.

Anyone cutting a tree in a prohibited
Alston Chase writes a column distributed 

by Creators Syndicate. Readers may write 
to him in care of the syndicate, 5777 W.
Centura’ Blvd., Suite 700, Los Angeles, Ca­

lif 90045.

the first denied the right to harvest. Such — ------ .-----.----- ;• w.
perversity gives them a good excuse to cut content with this mischief. Interior Secre-
their trees before neighbors harvest theirs. Babbitt has set up a “biological
Thus it punishes good land stewards and survey” to seek more creatures to save. If 
rewards bad ones. owl plan is approved, he expects to ap-

It also reveals the administration’s con- P*y the act — not just to individual plants 
tinuing effort to expand the powers of the animals but to entire “ecosystems.” 
Endangered Species Act. Seaion 9 of this thin^ are deemed members
law forbids anyone from “taking” a listed 
species, where;“to take” is defined as “to 
harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, 
kill, trap, capture, or collect.” In recent 
years, the service has argued that modifi-

of ecosystems, this means the law could 
apply anywhere.

Thus, Arsenault’s predicament isn’t 
unique. The Endaingered Species Act 
doesn’t protect creatures — it merely ex-- ---------- ------------- 'jv/vjii I vicitiuicb — 11 merely ex-cation of habitat by human activity con- tends the power of government. Yet as

stitutes “harm” to a listed species and thus 
is a “take.” Using this rationale, the 
agency threatened lapdowners in many 
parts of the country with criminal penal­
ties if they logged, disked or burned lands 
where protected critters lived.

This is an entirely unjustified extension 
of the law’s scope. The act w^ never in­
tended to restrict use of private property.

the drama over dwls plays itself out, the 
defense of property, which is in everyone’s 
interest, is left to rural folk alone. Many 
educated urbanites, who should know bet­
ter, cheer on this governmental assault. 
Anxious to show “commitment” to the 
environment, they forget prop^y is-the 
sole institution that stands‘betweefrurand7 
a bottomless political abyss. ^



Seaecy did not produce 

a Salancedforestplan
BY Mark C. Rutzick 
Special to The Times

EDERAL Judge Thomas Penfield 
pH Jackson in Washington, D.C., has 

ruled that the Clinton administration 
broke the law by developing its forest plan in 
secret.

Jackson said the Forest Ecosystem Man­
agement Assessment Team (FEMAT), 
which wrote the plan for the administration 
behind closed doors last spring, violated 
federal law by not allowing the public to 
attend, observe and participate in its meet­
ings. , .

The Northwest Forest Resource Council 
(NFRC), a coalition of timber and logging 
companies, went to court to challenge the 
administration’s policy of secret govern­
ment because FEMAT’s secrecy produced a 
forest plan that threatens to destroy thou­
sands of timber jobs, hundreds of companies
and dozens of rural communities throughout 
the Northwest.

Remarkably, the NFRC was supported in 
court by the Native Forest Council, an 
environmental group that favors a much 
different forest policy than NFRC but agrees 
that secret government is illegal.

At the Forest Conference last year, the 
president told our region that he wanted a 
balanced forest policy that would protect 
jobs and the environment. The timber in­
dustry wants that, too, and it offered to work 
with the president to achieve tot goal. 
Many companies volunteered biologists.

The new plan was profoundly 

misconceived, scientifically 

faulty and filled with 

factual errors...

ecologists and forestry experts to help the 
administration’s effort.

But the companies quickly learned tot 
the administration had no interest in work­
ing with them or the rest of the public on its 
new plan. Instead, it convened a secret panel 
of biologists - including many who had 
developed the failed policies of the past - to 
write the plan in a secluded location hidden 
away from the public. The government even 
refused to reveal the names of the plan- 
writers until the NFRC filed its lawsuit!

The administration kept the public in the 
dark for months while these biologists 
labored in secrecy to write the forestry plan 
announced by the president last July.

When the plan was revealed, everyone 
quickly saw tot setarecy had ill-served the 
president and the public. The new plan was 
profoundly misconceived, scientifically 
faulty and filled with factual errors — all due 
tc) the closed, secretive process the scien­
tists followed. It’s no coincidence tot every 
party to the forest conflict - environmen-

Seattle, WA 
(King Co.)'
The Seattle Times 
(Cir. D. 233,995)
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talists, counties, labor and the timber indus­
try - promptly rejected this secret plan.

When the FEMAT plan was finally re­
leased, we learned tot the scientists had 
riot tried to achieve the president’s goal of a 
balanced plan, but instead had secretly 
adopted their own scheme of returning the 
forests of the Northwest to their image of a 
mythical “pre-settlement condition” that 
may have occurred centuries ago before 
European settlers arrived in the region. 
They bought into the notion of a few 
environmental extremists tot “man is the 
problem,” and tot environmental ills can 
only be cured by eliminating the presence of 
man.With this radical premise, the scientists 
veered off on a dangerously misguided path. 
They told the president tot an 80-percent 
reduction in timber harvest was the mini­
mum necessary to achieve their objective. 
They intentionally ignored all the laws and 
policies tot require balanced multiple-use 
management of federal lands. They repealed 
the Oregon & California Lands Act and 
converted most of the Oregon and California 
lands into national p^ks. They refused to 
consider any policy except the return to pre­
settlement conditions.

None of this could have happened with­
out the secrecj' imposed by the administra­
tion. Indeed, FEMAT is a textbook example 
of why secret government is so d^gCTOUS. 
Public involvement and participation in FE­
MAT would have disclosed and discredited 
the scientists’ misgmded agenda long before 
it reached the president’s desk.

This secrecy was more ton bad policy: It 
was illegal. Judge Jackson agreed with 
NFRC tot the science panel was a federal 
advisory committee, and rilled that its meet­
ings and papers should all have been open to 
the public under a federal law passed by 
Congress in 1972. Even more importantly, 
this federal law required FEMAT’s mem­
bership to be “fairly balanced” so tot 
different points of view are represented. 
FEMAT vyas painfully unbalanced: The radi­
cal pre-settlement types dominated; other 
views were deliberately excluded-

The administration should abandon FE- 
_ MAT and its niisguided plan. It would be 

unconscionable, and prolxibly unlawful, for 
the government to rely bn FTIMAT now that 
it has been declared illegal. Making deci­
sions in secret is no way to desi^ a forest 
plan, especially when the economic future ol 
a region is at stake.

But like a year ago, we still need a new 
forest policy for the Northwest The timbei 
industry has renewed its commitment tc 
work writh the administration to find a police 
that will truly protect jobs and the environ 
ment Let’s hope this time the adminislre 
tion includes the public in this critics 

^■■-decision. •''.'C'/'v'
, • •T- _

Mark C. Rutzick, a Portland attorney, 
represented the Northwest Forest Resource 
Council in the challenge to the president’s forest
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local timber set 

free for logging
Acreage located on Winema
Combined local, wire reports

Clinton administration officials say a judge’s approval of 24 fed­
eral timber sales in northern spotted owl habitat raises hopes for 
ending a deadlock over logging in the Pacific Northwest’s old-
growth forests. .

' The decision by Judge William L. Dwyer covers about 2,000
■ acres with 31 million board feet of timber. More than half of it is in 
the Rogue River and Umpqua national forests of southwestern
^”^Alwut 13.5 percent of the total volume included in the sale lies 

within the Winema National Forest. Three of the 24 sales covered 
by Dwyer’s decision are on the Winema, although Winema 
National Forest spokesman Frank Erickson said today two were 
combined into one sale for administrative efficiency.

Upcoming sales bn the Winema include the “Russky” sale of 3.2 
r million board feet of mostly ponderosa pine. The timber is located 

: south of Mountain Lakes Wilderness, and will be sold April 11, 
Erickson said.

The other local sale is called the “Bug” sale, which includes 1 
million board feet of Douglas fir and white fir. That timber, which 

. -will be harvested by helicopter, is located near Rocky Point. It will 
, - be sold on or before April 11, Erickson said.

The timber affected by Dwyer’s ruling amounts to toothpicks 
compared with the total at stake, but administration officials were 

. cheered by acceptance of the logging by environmental groups.
^ r “While the sales are small in volume, they are enormous in the 
] message they send,” said James R. Lyons, an assistant agricul­

ture secretary with jurisdiction over the U.S. Forest Service.
^. “By bringing in the parties and engaging in a serious, good- 
• i faith dialogue, we have shown that we can achieve consensus. This 
> .kind of inclusive process is clearly the key to ending the gridlock 

we have experienced for so long,” Lyons said in a prepared state-

■ - “We cannot say that the millennium is here ... or that the presi­
dent’s forest plan has been enacted,” said Peter Coppelman,

; - deputy assistant attorney general for the environment and natural 
resources, who argued the government’s case for approving the 
sales Thursday in U.S. District Court.

; . “It’s a small opening. I hope that this ruling is a ray of hope 
!, that the gridlock on the forests in the Pacific Northwest can come 
- i-to an end,” Coppelman said.

The total amount of timber covered by Dwyer’s decision is inad- 
. equate to keep even one sawmill open a year, Mark Rey, vice 
! „president of the American Forest and Paper Association, has esti­

mated.



ONRC depends on conflict for their 
identify and fundraising, aaording to 
Appl^ter KenCaim. 'It's kind of like the 
conflict industry," he said.

"As soon as we seei a glimmer of a solu­
tion, theyTlIose contributions," mill owner 
Cross said.

Just the opposite is true, according to St. 
dait The more conciliatoiy environmental 
groups bring in the most money. "The ones 
that do the most fundraising . . . they're 
not upset about adaptive management 
zones," he said.

The real economic incentive is with the 
loggers to support AMAs, Noiien said. "Ifs 
no surprise that the biggest advocates 
the approach are big government and big 
industry."

A ut Cross said the AMA ideat isn't 
■^popular with many of the indr^try 
Mfriends he taows. .n»^,
'Who wtnildiwarittttsrt down Wift 
asshdes wd try-and reason with theiri?

In its year of opetatiotr, Applegate has

works/ indtidinig one this f^Bfor abbfift'i#.
rnilUon board feet, according to KenCairn.

But Qoss isn't discourag^. "It's AMAs 
out here like Applegate that harc a chance 
of working—of getting some product out," 
he said.

St. Qair said that environmental groups 
such as Headwaters are now backing away 
from the coi«errsus model. Headwaters 
Director Norman said that isn't so. But 
Headwaters did have some sharp com­
ments on the Clinton AMA version of the 
consensus principle. The Clinton plan's talk 
of local control, flexibility with r^ations 
and risk taking "has play^ into the agenda 
of some members of the timber industry 
and the 'wise use' movement," the group 
warned.

'T don't believe this is a perfect process. 
There's plenty of room for co-optation and 
coercive harmony," Applegate facilitator 
Lan^ said, "but I think it's a worthwhile 
experiment."

The Qinton experiment could apply the 
consertsu&group model to millions d acres 
of forest and grazing land throughout the
•VVfest : - O-
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Qinton's 

Northwest Forest 
Plan ... will use 

the community- 

consensus-group 
approach to 

try to reach 

innovative 

solutions to 

ecological 
gridlock.
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Applegate Partnership 
brochure caver pictures 
idyllic setting for 
reaching consensus on 
environmental issues.

"ihiowiwcis^? iSCff
' su^iined yidd. unite jvhen: fte Foi^.
' Servke lcft eojqtetdh thaii^eh^^ up to. 
the timber companies^ according to St. 
Oatr. "They've abysmal failures,- he

'. said.-v:-.;, v” V-".;''.■■■■- ■
'These processes could easily get 

dominated by the industry^ Doug Noden, 
a Eugene environmental activist with the 
Waldb Wildentess Coalition; said. '

Tuttle argued that leaving land- 
management decisions up to Tocal 
stakeholders who have a direct financial in­
terest in exploiting resources will hurt the 
environment.

But the people within the Applegate 
experiment argue . that the locals 
understand the . balance between the 
economic and ecological issues best. "The 
local people are red easy to work with," 
said Dwain Cross, co-owner of the Croman 
SawmOl in Ashland and an Applegate 
board member. "The nationals do not want 
solutions," he said.

However, St. Qair says those chosen to 
sit on the consensus groups "are not 
representative samples of the spectrum of 
political opinion." :

"The people sittiiig dri‘the Applegate 
Reaching consensus can be tou^, slovir 

going: '
"You get down there and start talking to

people who have been trying to put you 
out of business fijr. the past ei^t or nine 
years. Believe me, it ain't easy^' Cross said.

&OSS said his patience has b?en 
stra^i^ gpt any rri^radra^ m 
iheie, hnd l'm going to push toy umajonty 
vote," he said. v: :

|k I orleh fears consensus win mean "co-
lu erchre harmony." He said, “Thw is
I ^ aU this pressure in the community to
sort of go along to get along."

“I think that is a danger;" Headwater's 
Norman said. Ptotidpante in consensus
groups need to be skflled in respecting
minority views and holding fast to their 
own bottom line, she said.

Norton said the AMA's "insidious'^ focus 
on process wfll distract from the real issues. 
"When you define the problem as the
conflict, an of a sudden the goal is not go^ 
forestry" but "assuaging on* inner duld,
Nortonsaid.

St. Qair describes the AMA proposal as 
"typical" of. Clintoris town-meeting 
approach to problem solving. St. Qair 
knocked the "woo-woo terminology" as
"politicaUy correct language that masks the
' ^ame old practices." AMAs are "an agree­
ment for feel-good forestry that ends up 
being econonucaUy destructive," he said.

But some AMA proponents s^ the 
critics dpn't.like cor^ensus berause they 
thrive on conflict.
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Disagreement on 

Consensus
Applegate Model Splits Greens
I t's either a way to end the forest conflict 
I by reaching a community consensus on 
I ecology and economy or an insidious 

device to skirt preservation laws by co­
opting the environmental movement, 
depending on which side you ask.

The debate centers around the Clinton 
administration's efforts to use local 
consensus groups made up of industry and 
environmental representatives to solve the 
conflict between loggers and ranchers on 
one side and those looking to preserve 
forest and grassland ecosystems on the 
other.

Clinton's Northwest Forest Plan includes 
10 Adaptive Management Are^s (AMA) 
that range from 92,000 to 500,000 acres in 
size. The AMAs will use the commuiuty- 
consensus-group approadt to try to reach 
innovative solutions to ecological gridlock. 
US. Interior Secretary Bruce Babbitt re­
cently proposed a siiinilar conserrsus ap­
proach that gives local councils broad auth­
ority over grazing arid raige protection. For 
models of the new approach, the adminis­
tration relied heavily on consensus-group 
experiments on grazing in Colorado and on 
forestry and fish issues m the Applegate 
Wl^ in southern Qregdni«

But riot everyorK is sold on consensus 
groups. eiisuietfiat sound, sustaihable 
Voices are made, iiidudiy, government 
and individuals must operate within the 
law instead of seeking the 'consensus' 
approval of a small group to go-around it," 
Oregon Natural Resources Council 
(OMRC) Director Larry Tuttle wrote re­
cently in the grouiys newsldter.

Actually, the Clinton plan sa}^ that "all 
[AMA] activities must comply with existing 
laws": X ■

'Tt said that aU alorig, but people are 
paranoid" because of abused rules in the 
past, Julie Norman, director of the 
Headwaters cons|ervation group that has 
been active in the Cpps^uS Applegate 
Partnerehip, said.

Board, none of them are preservationists," 
Norman said. She said the environmental 
representatives are "conservationists" who, 
like her Headwaters group, believe eco­
system management can include some 
careful logging. '

ONRC and other environmentalists who 
have opposed all timber sales on public 
lands argue that there isn't enough 
ecosystem left to compromise.

^■itizen movements have always right- 
I -fully included both those who work 

inside and outside the process, ac­
cording to Jon Lange; a Southern Oregon 
State College profes^ oT comUlmicatons 
and professional mediator who helps 
facilitate Applegate meetings. '1 don't think 
they [ONRC] want to be inade 1 think toey 
are right where fhQrwarit to be, and CJod 
bless them" he said. ;,^ v :

"You can't be in a partriership and be a 
watchdog too" Br^liiiCairh, Applegate 
board memb^ andMih^r of the Rc^e 
Institute for Ecolo^ and Econdrny, said.

But, according to the darker greens, the 
AMAs are just' ah -rffort to Co-opt 
environmentdists. ^

"They would likenothing more than to 
put us all in diese'Udle groui^;:md.keep 
us off the str^," Norlen smd ' 

Environmentalists in AMAs "are talking 
when they ought to be out litigating," St. 
Qair said.

J.D. Rogers, who represents the Apple- 
gate Water Conservancy on the Applegate 
Partnership, said he spends up to two and 
a half days a week on work related to the 
group's weekly meeting. But he doesn't 
think it's a waste of time. He said the work 
is more directly productive than the time 
he used to spend writing conunents on 
timber sales.

Eugene, OR.
(Lane Co.) 

EUGENE WEEKLY 
(Cir.W.22,000)

W4R 1 0 1994
.Men\en s P. C. B. Est. J88S



U.S. Moves on Two Fronts 

To Reshape Logging Rules S\to_4LcL.

Actions on Owl Area and an Alaska Forest

By JOHN H. CUSHMAN Jr.
Special 10 The New York Times

SEATTLE, April H — The Clinton 
Administration moved on two fronts 
today to reshape the way the Govern­
ment manages logging in the nation’s 
remaining ancient forests.

In Seattle, the Administration 
asked a Federal judge to restore 
some logging in the old forests of the 
Pacific Northwest, where for five 
years the courts have all but elimi­
nated logging on public land to pro­
tect the northern spotted owl.

And the United States Forest Serv­
ice canceled a 50-year contract with 
the Alaska Pulp Corporation that has 
allowed it to cut timber in the Ton- 
gass National Forest in southeastern 
Alaska, a program that environmen­
talists have assailed for years.

Although environmental groups 
and the timber industry — for con­
flicting reasons — today criticized the 
plan to protect the spotted owl and 
other species in Washington, Oregon 
and California, the decision on the 
Alaskan forest was clearly welcomed 
by environmentalists.

Alaska Pulp is one of two compa­
nies with special contracts to cut 
trees in the Tongass, one of the last 
remaining stretches of temperate 
ram forest in the world. The contract 
that was canceled, one of the biggest 
in the nation involving publicly owned 
forests, would have allowed the com­
pany to cut another two billion board 
feet of timber bv the year 2011 

The Forest Service had warned the 
company that the contract might be 
terminated after Alaska Pulp shut a 
mill in Sitka last year, laying off 400 
people. The long-term contract was 
mtended to provide mill jobs in Alas-
k3.

Balance Cited in Owl Plan 
Defending the spotted owl plan. Ad­

ministration officials said that nei­
ther industrial nor environmental 
critics of its plan could offer a better 
way to save the threatened owl and 
preserve a forest that offers habitat 
for a multitude of species while also 
nurturing the region’s economy 

Environmentalists said the plan 
was intended to appease the timber 
industry, the industry said it was ille­
gal and unbalanced, and the Adminis­
tration admitted that even if the plan 
survived legal challenges, it would 
take at least three vears to put fully 
into effect. '

“We are at the stage now of begin­
ning to put the cars of the train badk 
on the track,” said George Frampton 
the Assistant Secretary of Interior 
using the train-wreck metaphor tha 
officials in the Clinton Administratior 
have applied to the dispute over log­
ging in the Northwest.

"This train was going 95 miles an 
hour when it went off the track, and it 
IS not going to be going 95 miles an 
hour by November,” Mr. Frampton 
said.

Despite the forest plan’s uncertain 
fate, its presentation to Judge Wil­
liam Dwyer of the United States Dis­
trict Court in Seattle today marks a 
climax in one of the most hotly disput­
ed environmental issues ever to fice 
any region of the country. Judfee 
Dwyer is the judge who has issued tJ^ 
most comprehensive order against 
logging in old forests, and the Govern­
ment’s plan was devised to meet the 
criteria he has set.

Trying Out a New Science
Going far beyond the spoiled owl’s 

fate, the forest plan offers a pan­
oramic vision of environmental man­
agement across a landscape of mil­
lions of acres and hundreds of spe­
cies. It is the most ambitious example 
to date of the fledgling science of 
ecosystem management that the Ad­
ministration is trying to make its 
environmental trademark.

Under the Administration plan, ev­
ery sale of plots to trees to the logging 
industry must be analyzed to make 
sure that it does not violate the new 
land management practices spelled 
out in the voluminous legal papers. 
And some forestry practices that are 
envisioned, like analyzing the effects 
of logging on rivers and streams, 
have not yet been fully developed 
Nor have all the hundreds of species 
that live in the logging areas been 
studied enough to know how they 
would be affected.

In an effort to insure that some 
timber from the restricted areas be­
gins making its way back onto the 
market, the Administration plans to 
adopt the restrictive new scientific 
criteria only gradually over the next 
few years.

In a speech on Tuesday before a 
regional forest industry group in Ste­
venson. Wash., Jim Lyons, the Assist­
ant Secretary of Agriculture in 
charge of the national forests, said 
the Administration would “move as 
quickly and aggressively as we can to 
get timber back into the pipeline.” 

Ever since the court oitlers re­
stricting logging, mills in the North­
west have been closing, and the lay­
offs of thousands of workers have 
made the issue a political tinderbox.

Today, Mr. Lyons said the plan 
should double this year’s timber har­
vest on the affected lands, and double 
it again the following year. But the 
amount being harvested this year, 160 
million board feet, does not satisfy

^h£-JJidn.«stry

Lawyers for the timber industry 
have said they would challenge the 
plan in Federal court in Washington 
where Judge Thomas Penfield Jack- 
son has already ruled that the pro­
cess of drafting the plan technically 
violated Federal laws on administra­
tive procedures. The industry’s strat­
egy is to create conflicting court deci­
sions that would encourage Congress 
to write a law allowing a greater 
amount of timber to be harvested.
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The Clinton Timber Plan
f 11 HE REAGAN and Bush administrations’ ap-

I proach to the Northwest timbering problem
X was to refuse to enforce the law. No matter 

that in other contexts these were ardent law-and- 
order advocates. To comply with the endangered 
species and other federal environmental statutes, 
the timber harvest in the Northwest’s remaining 
mostly federal old-growth forests would have had 
to be reduced, and neither administration was 
willing to do it. The failure to carry out the law was 
kicked to the courts, where a federal judge re­
sponded by enjoining any timbering on the relevant 
lands until either the law was changed or a plan to 
conform to it was presented.

The Clinton administration has now construc­
tively done what neither of its predecessors would 
and submitted such a plan. It’s a good proposal. It 
appears to be scientifically based and well within 
the envelope of the law. By cutting the harvest 
sharply, the administration says it would likely save 
the threatened species—most famously, the north­
ern spotted owl—and the forest ecosystem of 
whose health the species are the emblem.

Certain environmentalists—not all—are none­
theless opposed, or so they say. Their goals are 
more protection and less timbering. They may 
yet be able to influence the proposal around the 
margins. If they go beyond that to block it, we 
think they will do their own good cause a disser­
vice. The environmental groups like to speak of

sustainable development and, in the case of 
timbering, sustainable yield. They should think in 
similar terms with regard to the remedies they 
seek. This is about as good a plan as either the 
law requires or they are likely to get from any 
administration. If they manage to kill it, they risk 
doing what the industry wants and sending the 
issue back to Congress for resolution. That way 
lies a likely weakening of the very laws the 
environmentalists want to uphold.

The industry should also lay off, though of 
course it won’t. Timbering jobs were already in 
decline in the Northwest for any number of 
reasons—not least the overcutting of the forests 
and decline of the resource itself. The region 
^eady needed to quicken the diversihcation of 
its economy; the administration proposes to pro­
vide some extra funds to help the process along.

There’s a lot of talk these days that the 
administration has lost its cutting edge on envi­
ronmental issues, if ever it had one. But the 
Clinton people have set out to solve with intelli­
gent compromises any number of major environ­
mental problems. Their proposals range from a 
more protective regimen with regard to federal 
grazing lands to a wiser allocation of California 
water and a plan to begin the restoration of the 
Florida Everglades. The timber proposal is an­
other. Like too many of the rest, it needs to be 
saved from its nominal friends.

D.C. Pensions: A Fiscal 911
X F ANYONE still seeks evidence that this city 
I desperately needs drastic changes in the man- 
X agement, financing and total structure of its 
wildly expensive and unfunded pension system, a 
serious report by highly regarded experts is now at 
hand. A special task force formed last October by 
D.C. Del. Eleanor Holmes Norton has concluded 
that the board overseeing the pensions needs real 
investment expertise, more modem financial man­
agement practices,' a new code of ethics, flat-fee 
compensation instead of hourly fees as an incentive 
to cut down delays, and other changes to improve 
the cahber of the board as well as its decisions.

As staff writer David A. Vise originally dis­
closed last summer, the task force found an 
absence of professional money management ex­
perience. The task force chairman, Franklin D. 
Raines, who is vice chairman of Fannie Mae, calls 
the report “a necessary first step to give confi­
dence that any funds in their custody will be 
managed well.” But it is only the first—and 
subsequent steps had better be taken with emer­
gency dispatch: The city’s financial fate—as well 
as its hard-earned, limited home rule charter—are 
hanging by this pension thread.

This first step has a first trap, too: adoption of 
the report’s recommendations requires legisla­
tion by the D.C. Council and numerous changes 
by the pension board itself. How long will the

council take to act—and how quickly and com­
pletely will the pension board respond? How 
about right away—within weeks? All of what 
needs doing to save this city from financial 
collapse needs doing right away.

Nearly everyone who looks at the city’s pension 
program for police officers, firefighters, teachers 
and judges understands the need for immediate 
change in the system covering current employees. 
This, too, will require approval by the city govern­
ment’s leaders and, even more important, by the 
federal government. If the unfunded pension liabili­
ty is ever to be brought under control. Congress, 
which originally played the lead role in establishing 
this excessive system, must pitch in in a serious 
way. And this too must happen now—not next year 
or next Congress or next election.

Equally urgent is a tightening of the pension 
provisions for new hires. Every moment without 
a tighter pension system for recruits piles on 
more hopeless unfunded government liability. 
The D.C. Council doesn’t have to wait on anyone 
to get moving. Will a responsible member intro­
duce this legislation, push for it and let all 
cowardly colleagues take the consequences of 
inertia? Or will all the members duck a hard 
election-year choice and let their constituents 
sink helplessly in financial quicksand?

^H)NESDay. Apbii on 199^
The Washington Post



A Bit Tighter, Again
ROM THE Federal Reserve Board’s point 
of view, the markets’ reaction to its tight- 

X ening of credit is irrational. Its purpose is 
to brake—very lightly—the economy’s recent ac­
celeration and ensure that there will be no signifi­
cant rise in inflation. But the traders and investors 
in the markets, who say that they are spooked by 
the possibility of returning inflation, have respond­
ed to these reassuring measures as though they 
intended just the opposite. Interest rates have 
leaped upward and stock prices have fallen. The 
Federal Reserve’s decision this week to tighten 
was its third since early February, and the reaction 
to each has been the same.

One explanation is that, since no one can see any 
signs of inflation ahead, speculators may have 
concluded that the Federal Reserve must know 
something they don’t. But there’s no hint of that. 
Another factor is, no doubt, a certain suspicion that 
eventually a Democratic president will succumb to 
the temptation to try to push up employment 
regardless of the costs in inflation. But the conduct 
of the White House and the Treasury during this 
sequence of tightening has been exemplary.. They 
have been carefully neutral in their comments— 
unlike, for example, the Bush administration’s

Treasury Department, which repeatedly and loudly 
needled the Federal Reserve.

This latest attadi of market anxiety seems, fortu­
nately, to have been both mild and brief. Stability 
has, for the present, returned, at least partly be­
cause of the bad news about the trade figures 
yesterday. This country’s trade deficit in February, 
the government announced, turned out to be larger 
than the bond traders or most other peo|;rie had 
expected. A rising trade deficit has the same effect 
on the economy as a tax increase. Both drain off 
purchasing power and tend to slow it down.

The administration hopes to keep the economy 
on the three-and-three track that it forecast at the 
beginning of the year—3 percent growth and 3 
percent inflatiai. But in early March the govern­
ment’s statisticians reported that in the last three 
months of 1933 the growth rate had reached a 
spectacular 7.5 percent a year (since revised down­
ward a bit). Ever since then the finan<^ houses 
have been haunted by the ghosts of inflation past. 
But over the winter the rate has clearly topped 
and seems to be back in the zone of ^ety. It’s 
possible that the bond traders will now decide that, 
on second thought, they have bid interest rates 
higher than circumstances really warrant.

Tailor-Made Juries
I ^ Y A 6 to 3 vote, the Supreme Court 
|-C yesterday decided a case that will further 
XX erode the long-accepted practice of allow­
ing lawyers to reject a certain number of jurors 
without stating a reason. These peremptory chal­
lenges are allowed in addition to rejections for 
cause, which are unlimited. They enable attor­
neys to make quick guesses, based on experience 
and intuition, about a potential juror’s bias. Often 
this leads to a just result, as when demeanor, 
background information or use of language sug­
gests that an individual has already decided about 
a case before hearing any evidence. But it can 
also be prejudicial, violating both the right of a 
potential juror to participate in a trial and the 
right of the litigant to have an impartial jury 
broadly representative of the community.

The court’s review of the peremptory challenge 
practice began in 1986, when justices ruled that 
these challenges cannot be used to exclude poten­
tial jurors on the grounds of race. That case, 
Batson v. Kentucky, was relatively easy, given the 
history of race prejudice in this countiy and the 
imjjact that bias has had on the justice system. The 
case decided yesterday, however, involves gender, 
not race. The defendant in a paternity suit appealed a 
jury finding that he was the father of the child on 
grounds that the state’s attorney used his perempto­

ry challenges to exclude all males in the jury pool, 
thus cTMting an all-female jury that, he bebeves, was 
more likely to find against a male defendant in a 
paternity case than would a mixed jury. He lost in 
lower courts, but the Supreme Cx)urt ruled that his 
ri^ts and those of prospective male jurors had been 
violated.

The result Ln this and the Batson case is that 
juries are sure to be more inclusive and, it is 
assumed, less weighted toward one party or the 
other. But how far should this principle be extend­
ed? Justice Anthony Kennedy, in a concurring 
opinion, cautions that “it is important to recognize 
that a juror sits not as a representative of a racial 
or sexual group, but as an individual citizen.” This 
case seeks to correct a perception of bias, where 
init'sil neutrality is the goal.

But iriiile litigwts are entitled to an impartial jury, 
they are not entitled to aie that necessarily reflects 
certain characteristics and includes, for example, a 
member of the defendant’s church, or someone of his 
eUink background, sanial preference or partiailar 
disability. These challenges trf peremptory strikes are 
sure to prcdiferate now, and it would be imfortunate if 
they succeeded. The process of jury selection could 
become as cumbersome and omtentious as the trial 
itse|f, and there is no evidence that the interests of 
justice would be served by requiring tailor-made juries.
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