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By GCOTT GOWNER
Associsled Press

WASIIINGTON -~
* Conservationists arc counting
on Vice President Al Gore to
LY help block -any bills that would
curb citizen challenges to
decisions on logging and

But Gore isn't tipping his
hand, and there may be few
opportunitics this year to see
whether White House duty has
changed the perspective that
made the forrner Tennessee

protection for national forests.

scnator an environmental hero.

Wilderness fight tests
Gora’s commitment

A Montana dispute could
bring the mattdr to a hoad.

For 15 years; Montanans
have been ur'uing about 6
million acrey of roadless
national forgi lands.

Rep. Pat Williams, >-Mont.,
is pushing a bill that would
protect about 1.6 million acres
as wildernesy, study about
500,000 acres and free 3.9
million for ing, grazing.
mining and dther development.

The bill would bar citizens

(Sce GORE, Page D-8)

ve2

FROM PAGE B-1

. iMimulbn, Mday'

s

Gore

{conlinuad)

from filing lawsuits that challenge Congress® degi-
sions on which Jands to include in the national wl-
derncss system.,

The bill says the wildcrness revicws in the Forest
Service’s forest-management plans for the ares are
sufficient. Envimnmentalists could not argue about
excludcd lands wntil thosc plans come up for mm
in five years or s0. :

Williams noted that the only decision insulsted
from the challenges would be the initial one on whith
lands are 10 recefve wilderncss protection. '

.-

1 !

If I am right and we do not
clarify the language, then we
recklessly remove the citizenry's
rights to challenge decisions that
could gravely and irreparably alter
the Earth's largest intact temperate
forest ecosystem.’

' — Vice President Al Gore

“That does not mean all appenls should be
stopped on released lands,” he said,

“The Endangered Species Act, violation «of the
Clcan Water A¢t, air pollution, riparian areas. +
people can appeal on all sorts of things and ought to
be allowed to have those appeals,”’ Williams said.”

“The question is ~ whether they should
appcaled on wilderness characteristics. They shquid
not."’

Mike Bader of the Alliance for the Wild Rocki¢s
in Missoula, disagrees.

‘Basically they are condenming 4 million agr
of the last Amegican wilderness to industrial dent
opment,”’ Bader said. ‘‘We figure within five ydm
all the old-growth will be gone. They have done
cviluation of what the impacts of this would be.”

Environmentalists say Northwest lawmakets

have insulated bills mr court challengel in the past

on similar grounds,
sufficient”’ to miect | requirements of
lows. i ‘

' ‘_
Bader :Va:ﬂ! the wﬁ«:i:meu rcvkw: ‘f‘ emed suffi-
cient'’ in Williarps' bill are o ) _
ment plans that rated mu-h pobm
and allowed excess ing. ;
*“To adopt those! Reagan-Bush fou
trageous,”” he said. ‘ &1
- Michael Scoft, Northern Rockies

rector for The Wlide Soclety, told
committes in- July dhat Willlams' r

the legislation “deemnd
ml

fplase s ow

o b

" 'lg:; yeani 'gt li'nly aver tfhe' ;: *; status

ave been a n y suy olliciabs for. fils: Montyss;

Snowmabile the Mon .
Assoclation end ‘the Rocky Mountain IDil &

Association. N B

“For some tim¢ now, all nat
Montana have bgen off-limits to the
industry — even'a not under

wildeness,” said Bil Ballard, £ of
independent oil and gas company in Bitligs, Mpat. -
Asa T e senator, Gors feiped rally’
opposition to regjraint of jutlchi ‘ ,ge “ﬂ;
1992, he spoke Qut sgainst 8 wildermegg bill from:
Sen. Max Baucuy, L., that criticsfpaid would'
have relessed mil ofmla_m_l,.ll'lr'.
from appeal. | S 'ﬂ :
““This bill [in fact set & terrik muam
for future ﬁnlm;llu and greatly redixgd vights
of citizens in oup ," Gore s2id @ o Semate
floor spesch at the Links. . .
"llt’hlmam right 3ad we do mt o *
guags, we rei remove gy’ x4
wwc_‘iﬂﬂmpm&ﬁ Iu;utmul gravelyfind trreps- '
ra ter the I ntact tem . ‘
ecosystem,”’ uw , '

Baucus's bill g
liams' measure ls:
For the past ti;E‘wulu. Gore spikeswoman
Maris Romash hag refused o respond o,
Jephone and wriur ries about the
position on the matier, :
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Stephen E. Auslander, Editor

FEDITORIALS ™

James M, Kiger, Ed

_' Tucun,

Michae! §. Pyikacr,
Page Editor

va3
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raday, mmw* lbu

i e

Those meddlmg Eaéwm ao

Sen, Malcolm Waliop of Wyomlng b put-
med at meddiiog Essteraer do-gooders try-
ing to tell him wiiat I best for the West,
You don't Lave W bw Teddy Roosevell or
John Muir, though, to see that the West's

" beauties and vastneps oeed protectien.

. ,,..Iw«uop bas & lot to learn from otbers, but
"'-}h will have none of these oatwider med-

-

lers. “No set of duma fools, movie actors
And representatived of silk stockiag districts

_are -going to take gver the economy of the

West as iong as I'm eround.” he thundered.
Ang all this because a biil lntroduced by Rep.
Carolyn B. Maloney. a first-term Damocrat
from Machattan, wonild probibit any develop-
. ment on 18.) millign acreg of Rocky Moun-
talm high country in five states,

. ‘This eurious tale of Esst va. West was re-
ported in The New York Times after Ma-

;. Jonay visited Yellowstoce National Purk, She

w at o glance what Wostern politicians
sdmietimes do not see (8 a Iifotime — the

Afique treasure of wild beauty that tren-

Fwxty wil state bopders and belongs ta ail
Americaas.

Wallop whopped her with the rejoinder
that maybe her Manbetian district should
be given back te ltg original owners, the In-
diens. Rep. Joseph P. Kennedy [I, 3 Mas
sachusetts Democrat, a longtime backpacker
eud furmer hiking Fuide in the West, had
originalty wanted to introduce the blil. He
had to hack off, said the Times, ¥hen Mon-

ew
e jumber, smé III
MWW

~§oaders
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Vento prepares rubber-stamp for derness d*sprucunn il ;
Rep. Pat Williamg' H.R. 2473 ‘t

Co-Sponsors needed now ﬁp Northem Kies
Ecosystem Protection 26 bg

Bad News

Introduced by Montana Rep. Pat Williams, H.R. 24 d implement th ':h-
under the Reagan and Bush atiministrations, ¢ k} ted, illegal lev amd d
prime wildlife habitat and low elevation old growth

The bill mandates that nearly 4 million acres of pristi

under these forest plans, and it proposes a bogus ecm%#em stud
coordinated by the Forest Service. Citizen's rights to ¢ ed
be limited.

Rep. Bruce Vento is preparing for a rubber stamp a i of the bill in ¢ ol Publip pdp .
Subcommittee. In addition, Rep. Vento has been mis by th " md Bty
cized NREPA, saying that lands protected by NREPA "gre not re

Good News

On July 15, 1993, Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) introduced |
Act, NREPA, H.R. 2638, along with a bi-partisan coa
24 sponsors and has been referred to the House comm
Merchant Marine & Fisheries,

onNalilral -

NREPA would protect over 20 million acres of public
Wild & Scenic Rivers, Biological Linkage Corridors, an
establish a Wildland Recovery System to create jobs

land management. ’ ‘

NREPA is supported by 500 organizations and small bnﬁnesses wpmﬂ*g fnﬂliqllﬂf

H.R. 2473 protects less than
one-half of one pergent of
Montana's timber base
as Wilderness!
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| i 1
Support H. R.u: mm, ilge ' |
Northern Rockies Ecq ystem P

Write tﬂ

Rep. George Miller | _ G
Chai D Slorfumi

Co:::ﬁmtt:e on Nature! Resources l nm. 'M. ‘u:'.

U.$. House of Representatives, VMNWD.C. 20819 [ |

If you live in Montana, also wtw to Rep. Pat '+'h‘ :'Jl __

Mail Copup to:

Vice President A

Presldent of the Senate, U.S. Senate;

Rep. Tom Foley, Spe

Rep. Gerry Studds, Chairman of the Mercha

And your own Congressipnal Representative - U.S. Ho :

* Support H.R. 2638, the Northern Rockies Ecos
alternative that protects our forest ecosystems and of
businesses and organizatians, and millions of indive

* Oppose H.R. 2473 and H.R. 1570. Ask them to stop
belong to all of us, not the big corporations. Sustaitg
already accessible. _" | !

* No public lands bill is accq:table if it contains lumlle citizen and. hﬂ*ﬁl revie

release provisions entirelyl 3 !
i if "

« Prime hunting and fishing lands are threatened by : g
I

These bills jeopardize our quality of life and will

* Any scientific study must provide interim protec
conducted by the independent scientific commmul.y

For more information contact th
P.O. Box 8395/ Missoula, MT
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Carolyn Maloney (D-NY)
Arthur Ravenel (R-SC)
Kon Dellums (D-CA)
James Walsh (R-NY)
Joe Kennedy (D-MA)
Susany Molinari (R-NY)
Bob Carr (D-M0)
John Porter (R-IL)
Anna Eshoo (D-CA)
{ashe Byrue (D-VA)
Lynn Woolsey (D-CA)
Edward Markey (D-MA)
Ben Cardin (D-MD)
Nydia Velazquez (D-NY)
Cliis Shays (R-CT)
Barncy Frank (D-MaA)
Sidney Yawes (D-1L)
Gary Ackerman (D-NY)
Bernic Sanders (I- V1)
Xavier Becerra (D-CA)
‘Tony Beilenson (D-CA)
Jerry Nadler (D-NY)
Robert ‘Lorricelli (D-NJ)
Pete Stark (D-CA)
william Clay (D-MO):
Wayne Gilchrest (R-MD)

Hamilton Fish, Jr. (R-NY)

c&smu%%ﬁwﬂa

%52

e

&




