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Wilderness fight tests 

Gore’s commitment
By 8COTT SCHInER
A»9ociai«d Pr«»a

WASHINGTON - 
Conscrvationiata arc counting 
on Vice Presicfcnt Al Gora to 
help block atiw billa that would 
curb cltiscn CMilcnges to 
deciaionl on Idgging and 
protection lor riationBi forcils.

Uut Gora isn't tipping bis 
hand, and then may be few 
opportunities this year to see 
whether White House duty has 
changed the pttspective that
made the former Tennessee 
senator an environmental herd.

A Montana dispute eould 
bring the matttjr to a head.

For ye«s{ Montanans 
have been ar|uing about 6 
million acna of roadlcsi 
national for||t lands.

Kap. Fat Williams, l>Mom., 
ii pushing a bill that would 
prorocr anout I >6 million auras 
as wildcmasg, i tudy about 
500,000 sCKS and frae 3.9 
tnjllion for hm ;ing, grazing, 
mining and OtNer development. 

~ 1 would bar citizensThe bill

(See aORIE. Page

!

i!

I

i

tFROM PAGE B-1
Gore liav« insulated bigs ftoni court chalki 

on timtlar grounds, iiat the iagiilatioii

(continued)

from filing lawsuits that challenge Congress’ deft- 
sions on which lands lo include in ihe national wil­
derness system.

The bill says the wilderness reviews in the Forest 
Service's forest-management plans for the are^ aire 
sufficient. Environmentalists could not argue about 
excluded lands intil those plans come up for reki^ 
in five years or it),

Williams noted that the only decision iniulatid 
from the challenges would be (ha initial one on uliifh 
lands are lo reccKc wilderness protection.

sufficient’ 
lows.

to nieei | retjuirementi

llengsi in llw paK 
lion tna ”dmMd 
of efhwMmiilit

Bader said lt»e wildenieis reviews 
dent" in Williai^' bill arc part of 
ment plans that gxii^ratad 
and allowed

"To adopt thoaej Reagan-Ciuh fi 
trageous," he said.

Michael bcoet, Northern Rockiea 
rector for The Wilde nesa Society, toM 
committee in ju|y dial Wfliami’ n' 
"charts dangerouf gr^nd and should be

isuin-

Buc timber-i 
necessaiy lo, 
ness tana won’t 
be released for

If I am right and we do not 
clarify the language, then we 
recklessly remove the citizenry's 
rights to challenge decisions that 
couid gravely and irreparably aiteri 
the Earth’s largest intact temperate 
forest ecosystem.'

- Vic« Proaldont Al Q»it*

“That does not mean all appeals should be 
stopped on rcleaaed lands," he .said.

“ I'he Endangered Species Act, violation .of tbe 
Clean Water ACi. air pollution, riparian arM% -i- 
people can appeal on all sorts of thinu and ougiR lo 
be allowed to have those appeals,” wRiian)* i

“The question is whether they should ^ 
appealed on wilderneM characteristics. They should 
not."

Mike Bader of the Alliance for Ihe Wild Rockifs 
in Missoula, disagrees.

“Basically they aie coiiJemniiig 4 inilliuil aCrte 
of the last American wilderness to industrial dffrq- 
opment," Bader said. “We figure within five yabri, 
all the old-growth will be gone. They have dona njo 
evaluation of whit the impacts of this would be."

Cnvironmontallsts say Northwest lawmakers

leaders say sue 
assarance 

up in court and m;

The year* of mbpertainty over the 
have been a nighapwip, say officials foe 
Snowmobile AsageWkut, the Montaa 
Associalioa and the' Rodey Mountala 
Association. '

“For some timf now, all n 
Montana have bgen | ofMImha to 
industry — even arcM not under 
wilderness/’ uid Ml Ballard, 
independent oil agd gro company in DllU

An n TotiMotM aMWIer,
opposition to rcainiai of JotBclal 
1992. he spoke i^l againai a wi 

Baucuf. 0-Moat., ‘ 
eed mitioiR of acr

Sen. Max 
have releaeed mill 
from appeal.

wildei 
that

of acres for

“This UU wouldl in fact set a tc 
for ftitun simBar Mlk and greatly re 
of diizena In out idciety,’’ Gore uid
floor speech at the

we do not 
remove the

enge decRIoiia that ooald grave 
lably alter the Ealth’h taigeet intact 
ccoeyetem," he ea|d u

in Congees lest 
' to come to

“If 1 e« 
guage, then we 
to challi

MB from-'

riglile 
■ Seoaie

ccoeyetem
Baucus’f MD 

Hams’ measure is 
this year.

For the past tl 
Msria Romuh ha| rei 
Icphone end writiin 
position on the mitlci[.

ButWI- 
Ifloer voti

weeks. Gore 
lo respond m 
about the
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ConMiMiit
“'■'issft*'*"

St«p»i«rt E. Aualandai*. Bdttor
Janti«a m. Ktaar^ i

Mten«(N I. ^MKT, FUbNa^ 
I f*a^ mtnr ' \

Tucaon; 1 liur»day, SaniantlMr

Those meddling Easily do^g
S«n. Malcolm Wallop of WjDmln| la put­

rid at maddUos Baateraar do-goMSen try- 
Ing to t«U him wlMt Is beat for tM West 
You don't liBva t« Toddy Rooswait or 
Jdhn Muir, thOUfk, to soe dMt tke Weft's 
bunties aod vastaeis aaod protecdoa. 

^.JWoLop Has a tot to i«ara from otbare, but 
.lie will have uooe of theae oobdder ncd' 
' diem. '*No set of darna fooha movie actors 

fkAd repreaeatauvei of stilt stoeUai districts 
ase gotat to take ever the economy of the 
West as long as I'm around." he thundarad. 
And all this becauDwa bill introducad by Rep. 
Carolyn B, Melonof. a flut-term Democrat 
fniDi Uanbaitnif, ««ild prohibit any dovelop- 

■ meni on 16.3 millleti ecroa of Rocky Moua- 
taio high country in five sutm 

rtliia ouriouv uu« of Cast ro. W«d w«s ra- 
portad In Tha New York Times after Ma- 

Joney viaUed YeiiowMoae National Park. Sba 
Haw at a glance wtat WcKtni palldclajie 
s^temea do not lee la a ilfbtuiie — tb« 

,^que treasure of wild beauty that Iran- 
smaods all state boRdcis and btloi^ to all 
Amerlcau.

Wallop whopped her with the rejoinder 
that maybe her Manbatun dMtriet should 
be given back to itl original owaers. tbe In­
dians. Rep. Joseph p. Kennedy ii, « Mm- 
SBchusetts Democrat s longtimt backpacker 
end former hiking guide in the west, had 
oiiglnfiMy wanted to introduce the bill. He 
had to bark off. said the Times, when Mon­

sea. Mas aauoas 
I to block 

iOaitor.
taro pobttctaiii wi 

of «eeiai-Uitssa« 
that secirid aiM 

Ik for 111 v<
Ibr the Wild 

’Meniaaa,aaM 
bat to (tad 

tiair bin..Aad ftuihi 
1 Saiieaa repmaei 
areas w|« he 

|tinibtrabdmlpia|iB

'tmlieSSJriS
liiibeWsgtItawVafI 

I vdeaibiirtiia^i 
'' and bow diy,

tlaai er tvUlad 
eampa, tha 

.yaiitai^ Tsddy 
nmmar vtaltor 
of aiv poitbeai _ 

laadwiunupnaMtat 
effctviljam." HaiMdtbe 
Ibri: apttevwl fareats. pnrKSj
agii.

Wcsteracfs caana 
»e lumbar, toa ihe)l 

itheyaraooiyc .w

he would use 
daaoiagnp

the foittts. 
tba oicad- 

idt'.
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Key CongressnMn Misled
Vento prepares rubber-stamp for j^lldemess

Rep. Pat WiUiamr H.R. 2473
Co-Sponsors needed now ipjr Northern kd

Bad News
Introduced by Montana Rep. Pat WiUiams, H.R. 2473 «}<fuld impk^at 
under the Reagan and Bush administrations, codifying |lpa4r<t Wegal 
prime wildlife habitat and low elevation old growth foip^ts. H

The bill mandates that nearly 4 tnilUon acres of pristinej^dtess la^ be 
under these forest plans, and It proposes a bogus "ecosjfc^ study^ wittt i ^
coordinated by the Forest Service. Citizen's rights to chp]|kiige devdnpnM^ p ralMd^W iNnilW 

hr limited.

Rep. Bruce Vento is preparing for a rubber stamp a 
Subcommittee. In addition, Hep. Vento has been mis 
cized NREPA, saying drat lands protected by NREPA

Good NewsOn July 15,1993, Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) introduced (be Northern 
Act, NREPA, H R. 2638, along with a bi-paitisan coaUblh Hoikeji 
24 sponsors and has been reftned to the House comml||i^ on Naldftl 
Merchant Marine & Fisheries,

land management.
NREPA is supported by 500 organizations and small btjjsjiteises repceacnli^

r •

H.R. 2473 protects less than 

one-half of one percent of 

Montanans timber base 

as Wilderness!

ntt|| freest iHkM 

l0g|lng| levels iMid

ppr^k of the bib in thdPi rke esirii fvbl| 
usinlUined by ttk liimbir i] iduet^
PA not reallj^ wfldSftwp ^ oNicfcri

1
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Support H.R| ^3^
Northern Rockies Ecabystcm

Act (NREPA)

Your Action Needii
call the government documents room at 202r22|f-

Write If

S496; request*

Rep. George Miller 
Chairtnan
Committee on NatuiUl Resources

U4. House of Rc|MnesenUUve% V|||ii^i|Ktan^ SH

If you live in Montana, also to Kep. PUtVil^Uyma

Mail Coptf $ to:
Vice President

(MbN^miare:

Major points to incblli^ in yot^nlattm

Preski ent of the Senate, U.S. SenataJIWashlngtan,
Rep. Tom Foley, Speafcsi^f Ms Hoese 

Rep. Gerry Sl^dds, Chairman of dw Meidail Madns aitd IMiSfifa 
And your own Coi^resslanal RepresmliUvc < U.S. Hod||e of >epi4ai>ji»Btiiae, *

* Support H.R. 2638, the Northern Rockies Eco8yst«||Fro|ectiqii Act 
alternative that protects our forest ecosjratems and o|r econontfeboao, 
businesses and organizations, and millions of IndivlJjuMS Xrooi ooMt I

• Oppose H.R. 2473 and lit. 1570. Ask them to sh^| 
belong to all of us, not the big corporations. Sust 
already accessible.

• No public lands bill is acceptable if it contains limils|>^ citizen andJniH^
release provisions entirely! ; | ,l|

• Prime hunting and fishing lands are threatened by t|e^ billa; My '^Wgff * 

These bills jeopardize our quality of life and will tittwjen spet^ Wllb

• Any scientific study must provide interim protecting ^ fpadjea^ 

conducted by the independent scientific communitjyi| n« tie Pbefit

Formore infbrmillon contact the l|ild 8|od(Uf Aftief f 
P.o. Box B39S/MlMOula, Mt l|9^ («»|

SedtasiMyeM «be
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Carolyn Maloney (D-NY) 

Arthur Ravcncl (R-SC)

Hon DclKinis (lO-CA)

James* Walsh (R-NY)

Jfoe Remieriy <D*MAJ 

Susan MoUnari (K-NY)

Carr (D-MI)

John Porter (R-IL)

Anna Eshoo (DCA)

Uslic Byrsie (D-VA) 

hynn Wuolscy (U-CA) 

Edward Markey (U-MAJ 

Eui Cardin (D-MD)

Nydia Velazquez (D-NY) 

c?liiis Shays (R-CT)

Barney hrank (D-MA) 

Sidney Yates (D-IL)

Gary Ackerman (D-NY) 

Uei'nic Sanders (I VT) 

Xavier Hcccrra (U-CA) 

Tony Heilenson (U-CA) 

Jerry' Nadlcr (D-NY) 

Robert Torricelli cD NJ) 

Pelt Stark (D-CA)
William Clay (D-MO) 

Wayne < Jilchrest (K-Ml)j 

Hamilton Fish. Jr. (R-NY)


