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WESTERN CouNcIL OF INDUSTRIAL W ORKERS

UNITEC BROTHERMOOD OF CARPENTERS AND JOINERS OF AMERICA

INGAND EMPIRE

MORTYHEAN CALIPOANIA
PACITIC NORTHWEST
PORTLAND GOAST COLYMRIA
PUOKT SOUND

WILLAMETPC VALY

PLVE MOUNTALN
CCNTRAL QALIFORNIA
CENTRAL QREOON
CENTRAL WASHINGTON
€008 BaAY

781 SW. DaK STREET PORTLAND, OREGON 8720%

March 4, 19964

Katie McGinty r

Director, White House Office :
on Environmental Policy

0ld Executive Office Building, Room 360

Washington, DC 20500

Dear Katie:;

As a follow-up to our conversation this week regarding the
closure of Michi ~California Lumber Compa in Camino,
California, f”E3ga%;3EIEEH‘tu—send“?6ﬁ”€E§—§§he of the person
with the Department of Justice in San Francisco who I had spoken

with back on August 12, 1993 regarding the sale of that property

to Sierra Pacific Industries of California. The person'’s name is
John Cove, (415) 556+-6300.

Also, you will find enclosed the Warren Act notice served by
Michigen-California Lumber Company to us this week of their
intent to close.

I am wondering if I could arrange to meet with you regarding this
issue in Washington, D.C, on the March 15, 16 or the morning of
the 17th. If you need any further information on this, please

feel free to contact me.
Sincerely,

WESTERN COUNCIL OF
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS

A
MICHAEL DRAPER ,\)N\ 3
Executive Secretary ?QK? oy
(’6'. n
MD:pg W@ﬂ
cpeiu 11/afl-cio
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March 1, 1994
Robinson, President
Lumber%on and Industrial Workers, Local #2749
Post Office Box 451
Camino, California 95709

CLOSURE OF THE CAMINO FACILITY
Gentlemen:

This letter will adv:se }; the Company's decision to close its
Camino, California, rmanent closurc of the entire
Camino facility. It wi].l not reopen in foregsccable future. The closure
will be accomplished on or about May 1, 1994, or within the period May 1
through May 14, 1994.

menmemdaddmofthesiheaﬁectedbgﬂdsclosmas ou
know, is Michigan California Lumber Company, 3950 Carson Road,
Camino, California,

unit employees, as menﬁoned above, will be terminated
asofMayq,‘l%,ord ing tho 14.da period between May 1 and May 14,

em may also be Hmited holdover work as the dry kilns, laner
and operations complete their tasks follow. ae dosure of the
sawmil] may be the subject of further noﬁceasrequned The

identity of the employees and the duration of their work will be
determined under the terms of the contract and our further discussions,

A list of affected employees and their job classifications are attached.

ou desire further information, please contact the undersigned at
lclcphon}:e number (916) 644-2311. P

Sincerely,

HIMMEL
General Manager
cc.  Mr, Mike Draper, WCIW
Dedicated to
California's Forests
for Products
and the

Environmeni,,
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_ wany P.O. Box 486
Camino, Catiforniy 95709

A (9V6) 644-23) N Fax (V16) 644-6205

Lurmbenr Compary :

! March 1,1994

'Larry Robinson, President

Lumber Production and Industrial Workers, Local #2749
Post Office Box 451

Camino, California 95709

Ralph Kellogg

Western Council of Industrial Workers
Posat Office Box 215

Standard, California 95378

Gentlemen:

1 believe we all know how hard both the Union and the Company have
struggled to the Camino mill operating. The Company has investad
approximately $30 mfllion dollars since 1987 and over $10 million dollars since

sawmdill fire accurred in March, 1991, '

A few radical prou uaﬁg:vlzztrucﬁonht legal technicalitics have caused
& virtual shut down of the Forest Service timber sale program. Employees, the
local Union and the C«gcrxany have made a joint effort to address the imber
supply issue on a political level. It has been a struggle in which we have shared
common goals and worked togcther in ma ways. The loss of Forest Service
timber has sealed our fate. We tried to aveid this outcome by seeking new timber
supply sources, We attemg:d to put together a transaction to allow operation of
the ﬂwsf?ﬂmm Camino under different ownership. These efforts were not
successful. :

We have relmtanlilzecome to the decision to close the Camino facility on a
permanent basls, Given the well documented timber supply crisis in this region,
the decision probably will surprise no one,

Alth a formal WARN Act notice is being given, I wanted to
commutnicate directly with you o explain the situation. The Company, of course,
will bargain with the Union on the impact of the decision. We are eager to work
with you in any way we reasonably can. Some of the ftems which ma" be
discussed in impacé ba mn% are severance pay (o employocs and Company
paid continuation of he?lth end welfare insurance for some period, On that score,
there is one aspect of :tgossible package which we are wilhng:o make available
as soon as possible, without dice to whatever else n::gl worked out
through inpact bargaining, This involves job search training and em loyment
assistance to displaced workers through Drake Beam Morin, Inc., the ﬁtg‘t
international firm these services. Wo will also actively look info the
availability of federal dollars for job mhainin%hope you will aﬁt:e that the
sooner these services are made available, the » We would like to offer these
services to Union and management employees simultaneously. I'll call in the near
future on this particular subject.

Redicated

California’s Foresis
for Products
and the

Environment.
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<£> MICHIGAN~-CALIFORNIA LUMBER cO.

Larry Robinson, President
Page 2

We would also be willing to meet informally as soo. '
’;}?ff and bumping rocedures under the contract in an e?t::tmii?\j:n?zg focues
pioyee uncertainty and possible future disagrcement in individual cases,

Please give me a call at your convendence if is
pr X you wish to meet for the
il mesig ottty st ovibe Rappy 1o make arrangements fo

Sincerely,
e

<

HIMMEL
General Manager

cc:  Mr, Mike Draper, WCIW
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.. ' - PO. Box 486

l c Camino, Calformkr 98709

' Lurmber Company (516) 644-231 0 Fax (916} 644-6206
March 1, 1994

To each employece of Michigan California Lumber Company

Itiswi&\gmatsadness&utlamwﬁﬁngﬂﬁslettertoyou. On behalf

of myself and the Company, I want to communicate directly with you and
your family,

The Company has reluctantly come to the decision to close the
on

Camino facili 8 permanent basis. A few radical grou usi
obstructionist {egal technicalities have caused a viﬂuﬁghgt‘ do;rnng of the

Forest Service timber sale tgrc:xgra:n. The loss of Forest Service timber has

sealed our fate. We tried fo avoid this outcome seeking new timber

supply sources. We atiempted to put together a fransaction to allow

operation of the sawmill in Camino under different ownership, These
forts were not successful.

I feel frustration, disag)poh\tmmt and es%.;cially ana\er about the
forces that have t us to this end. I think back over e years since I
came to Camino and I remember the constant changes that you were asked
to make,

Over these past years, we have rebuilt the Company into a first class
operation with a very competitive work force. What is haﬂgkenmg now ig
not your fault. It is not the Union's fault nor is it due to a of
investment or commitment from the ownership.

I want you to rightfully take gride in your contributions {o the mill's
successes. Without them, we would not have made it this far. Regardless
of how far I believe we have come, there is not an adequate timber supply
for our sawmill. We cannot continue without a log source.

A copy of the formal notice we have given to the Union is attached
to this letter. Iamalsoattactdngacopy of a letler which I am sending
today to the local Union, We anticipate the date of the mill closure fo be
approximately May 1, 1994, with some limited holdover cmplozmmt as
ﬂ}\,e kilns, planer and shippi departments complete their fasks. My
letter to the Union states ommms to bargain conoenﬁnﬁwthe impact
of the mill closure and our desire to work cooperatively with the Union,

We have alwx: been good community citizens, We understand -
and deﬁply re?et - that the sawmill closure will cauge significant
disruption, not only to your work life but to your personal and family life.

Dedicated to
California's Forosts
for Producis
and the
Environmey,
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i <‘> MICHIGAN-CALIFORNIA LUMBER CO.

March 1, 1994
gmplgyeu of Michigan California Lumber Compmy
age

Flan (EA.'FR asa ert of your paid‘bmmypac lo provide counseling

and consultation in conhection with personal or roblems. These
EAP counselors are available to provide counsehﬁ with
problems you may encounter in connection with the sa closure. Iam

a a summarization of the EAP services alo:? with their telephone
hotline, EAP coungelors have been informed of the closure
are available to provide prompt assistance to you or your family members.

We are planning to ask representatives from the Unjon and
Comgouz retirement plan to meet with employees in Camino duting the
next ys

to explain retirement options.
While we work through this, the interest of all will best be served b
maintaing normaloperaﬁom% lency as long as we can, It's a y
tough, paintul situation. I hope we can wor er to make the best of

it. I'would like to end, if we must, with the pri e we should rightfully feel
for what we have accomplished with this Company and with each otg'et

PETE HIMMEL
General Manager

oc:  Me, Ro President, LPIW Local #2749
Me. Lnni bh\son,w
Mr. m Draper, WCIW
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EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PLAN

Onc of the most valuable benefit lans that is provided to you
. and for your family is the Michigan Cal?forma Lumber Company
i Employee Assistance Plan. Thig plan, paid by the Company under
1 aur benefits package, mvéx::s you the foll services that can

cderal Ta Mltation and Rep feseniation

To Use the Em loyeeAsaistnncePlan, ou need to call
\ Occupational HealmpServices (OHS) at the fo%lowing toll free
: numbcr for prompt attention;

800-227-1060

This telephone number is always available and can be used
42.hours a day, 7 days a week to receive confidential service by a
licensed and gualiﬁed counselor. All information is considered

you can be assured that contact with & counselor
and any discussion or u‘eatn?acnt will be afforded the maximum

]
o.
=2
<d

The benefits under the EAP ere available to u, your lawful
Spouse and your unmarried, dependent childmn.yo ¥o

If you have questions regarding the Employee Assistance
Plan, bility m:{gremcnts or with any other isa%eytl'lat necds
prompt attention, please call Jim Salfen or Marcie Nevins in the
Mich-Cal office at 644-23]1.

March 1, 1904

TOTAL P.O8
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UNITED BROTHERHOOD OF CARPENTERS AND JOINERS OF AMERICA

WESTERN CounciL oF INDUSTRIAL WORKERS /\

[B03) 228-0235 .
INLAND EMPIRE
BLUE MOUNTAIN FAX [503] 228-0245 NORTHERN CALIFORNIA be
CENTRAL CALIFORNIA - PACIFIC NORTHWEST \O

CENTRAL OREGON PORTLAND COAST COLUMBIA
CENTRAL WASHINGTON
COOS BAY

PUGET SOUND
WILLAMETTE VALLEY

-

721 S.W. OaK STREET

WLAND. OREGON S7205

March 4, 1994

Katie McGinty
Director, White House Office
on Environmental Policy
0ld Executive Office Building, Room 360
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Katie:

As a follow-up to our conversation this week regarding the
closure of Michigan-California Lumber Company in Camino,
California, I had promised to send you the name of the person
with the Department of Justice in San Francisco who I had spoken
with back on August 12, 1993 regarding the sale of that property
to Sierra Pacific Industries of California. The person’s name is
John Cove, (415) 556-6300.

Also, you will find enclosed the Warren Act notice served by
Michigan-California Lumber Company to us this week of their
intent to close.

I am wondering if I could arrange to meet with you regarding this
issue in Washington, D.C. on the March 15, 1§ or the morning of
the 17th. If you need any further information on this, please

. &w
1/ A AT : 4$¢\ \??;Pp
zgefi l1/afl-cio \&\({}\, @y;& <\N

Sincerely,

WESTERN COUNCIL OF
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS

MICHAEL DRAPER
Executive Secretary
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March 1, 1994

Larry Robinson, President

Ralph Kello%g

Lumber Production and Industrial Workers, Local #2749
Posl Office Box 451

Camino, California 95709

CLOSURE OF THE CAMINO FACILITY
Gentlemen:

This letter will advise you of the Company's decision to close its
Camino, California, facility. This is a permanent closure of the entire
Camino facility, It will not reopen in the foresceable future. The closure
will be accomplished on or about May 1, 1994, or within the period May 1
through May 14, 1994.

The name and address of the site affected by this closure, as you
know, is Michigan California Lumber Company, 3950 Carson Road,
Camino, California.

Bargalnlni unit employees, as mentioned above, will be terminated
as of May 1, 1994, or during the 14-day period between Maz 1 and May 14,
1994. There may also be limited holdover work as the dry kilns, planer
and shipping operations complete their tasks following the closure of the
sawmill. This may be the subject of further notice as required. The
identity of the employees and the duration of their work will be
determined under the terms of the contract and our further discussions.

R T TR RIS A IR A TR T =

A list of affected employees and their job classifications are attached.

If you desire further information, please contact the undersigned at
tclephone number (916) 644-2311.

Sincerely,

i

General Manager

cc:  Mr, Mike Draper, WCIW
Dedicated to
California's Forests
for Products
and the
Environmeni,,
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Lumber Compeny
March 1, 1994

Larry Robinson, President

Lumber Production and Industrial Workers, Local #2749
Post Office Box 451

Camino, California 95709

Ralph Kellogg

Western Council of Industrial Workers
Post Office Box 215

Standard, California 95373

Gentlemen:

I believe we all know how hard both the Union and the Company have
struggled to keg the Camino mill operating. The Company has invested
approximately $30 million dollars since 1987 and over $10 million dollars since

e sawmill fire occurred in March, 1991. :

A few radical Prougs using obstructionist legal technicalitics have caused
a virtual shut down of the Forest Service timber sale program. Em tﬁlozees, the
Jocal Union and the Coma[lwany have made a joint effort to address the timber
supply issue on a political level. It has been a struggle in which we have shared
common goals and worked together in many ways. The loss of Forest Service
timber has sealed our fate. We tried to avoid this outcome by seeking new timber
supply sources. We attempted to put together a transaction to allow operation of
the sawfmlill in Camino under different ownership. These efforts were not
successful. :

We have reluctanllx come to the decision to close the Camino facility on a
ermanent basis, Given the well documented timber supply crisis in this region,
e decision probably will surprise no one.

Althoumfonnal WARN Act notice is being given, [ wanted to
communicate directly with you to explain the situation. The Company, of course,
will bargain with the Union on the impact of the decision. We are eager to work
with you in any way we reasonably can. Some of the items which may be
discussed in impact bargaining are severance pay to employces and Compan
paid continuation of health and welfare insurance for some period. On that score,
there is one aspect of a ﬁossible package which we are willingeto make available
as soon as possible, without mﬂdke to whatever else may be worked out
through impact bargaining. This involves job search training and employment
assistance to displaced workers through Drake Beam Morin, Inc., the largest
international firm providing these services. We will also actively look into the
availability of federal dollars for job retraining. Ihope you will agree that the
sooner these services are made available, the r. We would like to offer these
services to Union and management employees simultaneously. I'l call in the near
future on this particular subject, )

Redicated v

California's Foresis
for Products
and the

Environment.,
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< ‘ MICHIGAN-CALIFORNIA LUMBER CO.

March 1, 1994
Larry Robinson, President
Page 2

We would also be willing to meet informa]l¥ as soon as possible to discuss
layoff and bumping procedures under the contract in an effort to minimize
employee uncertainty and possible future disagreement in individual cases,

Please give me a call at your convenience if you wish to meet for the
purpose of bargaining on this subject. I will be happy to make arrangements for
an initial meeting at a mutually convenient time.

Sincerely,

-

TE HIMMEL
General Manager

cc:  Mr, Mike Draper, WCIW
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Lumber Cornpany
March 1, 1994
To each employee of Michigan California Lamber Company

It is with great sadness that I am writing this letter to you. On behalf
of myself and the Company, I want to communicate directly with you and
your family.

The Company has reluctantly come to the decision to close the
Camino facility on a permanent basis. A few radical groups using
obstructionist legal technicalities have caused a virtual shut down of the
Forest Service timber sale program. The loss of Forest Service timber has
sealed our fate. We tried fo avoid this outcome by seeking new timber
supply sources. We attempted to put together a fransaction to allow
operation of the sawmill in Camino under different ownership. These
ciforts were not successful. -

1 feel frustration, disappointment and especially anﬁsr about the
forces that have brought us to this end. I think back over the years since I
camc;lt(o Camino and I remember the constant changes that you were asked
to make.

Over these past years, we have rebuilt the Company into a first class
operation with a very competitive work force. What is ha{;pening now is
not your fault. 1t is not the Union's fault nor is it due to a lack of
investment or commitment from the ownership.

1 wanvt\)'ou to rightfully take Sride in your contributions {o the mill's
successes. Without them, we would not have made it this far. Regardless
of how far I believe we have come, there is not an adequate timber supply
for our sawmill. We cannot continue without a log source.

A copy of the formal notice we have given to the Union is attached
to this letter. I am also attaching a copy of a letter which I am sending
today to the local Union. We anticipate the date of the mill closure {o be

_ a&}\aproximately May 1, 1994, with some limited holdover employment as
c

dry kilns, planer and sldppmjgndepartmentc complete their tasks. My
letter to the Union states our willingness to bargain concerning the impact
of the mill closure and our desire to work cooperatively with the Union,

We have always been good community citizens., We understand -
and dee{ply regret - that the sawmill closure will cause significant
disruption, not only to your work life but to your personal and family life.

Dedicated.io
California's Forests
for Products
and the
Environment,,
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< £ MICHIGAN~CALIFORNIA LUMBER CO.

March 1, 1994
Emplgyees of Michigan California Lumber Company
Page

As most of you know, the Company offers an Employee Assistance

Plan (EAP) as a part of your paid benefits package to provide counseling
and consultation in connection with personal or family problems. These
EAP counselors are available to provide counseling and help with
problems you may encounter in connection with the sawmill closure. I am

ttaching a summarization of the EAP services along with their telephone
hotline, The BEAP counselors have been informed of the closure and they
are available to provide prompt assistance to you or your family members,

We are planning to ask representatives from the Union and
Compan reliremex\l:&lan to meet with employees in Camino during the
next 60 days to explain retirement options.

While we work through this, the interest of all will best be served by
maintaining normal operations and efficiency as long as we can. It's a
tough, painful situation. I hope we can work together to make the best of
it. I'would like to end, if we must, with the pride we should rightfully feel
for what we have accomplished with this Company and with each other.

Sincerel

PETE HIMMEL
General Manager

cc:  Mr. Robinson, President, LPIW Local #2749
Mr. Ralph Kellogg, WCITW
Mr. Mike Draper, WCIW

Vet T
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EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PLAN

One of the most valuable beneﬁz&hns that is provided to you
and for your family is the Michigan California Lumber Company
Employee Assistance Plan. This plan, paid by the Compan&under

our benefits package, provides you the following services that can
{e especially useful at this time:

*  Emotional, Personal or Stress Related Counseling
*  Legal Consultation

J i ial or i } ssi e

. Federal Tax Consultation and Representation

To Use the Employee Assistance Plan, you need to call

Occupational Health Services (OHS) at the following toll frce
numbcr for prompt attention;

800-227-1060

This telephone number is always available and can be used
to receive confidential service by a
licensed and qualified counselor. All information is considere
privileged and you can be assured that contact with a counselor
and any discussion or treatment will be afforded the maximum
confidentiality permitted by law.

The benefits under the EAP are available to you, your lawful
spouse and your unmarried, dependent children.

If you have any qucstions regarding the Employee Assistance
Plan, eligibility requirements or with any other issue that needs
prompt attention, please call Jim Salfen or Marcie Nevins in the
Mich-Cal office at 644-2311,

March 3, 1994
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TEL NO. Mar 23,94 12:32 P.02

Soda Mountain
Wilderness Council

PO. Box 512 ¢ Aghland, Oregon 97520

Murch 5, 1994
To: CLINTON FOREST PLAN EXECUTIVE TEAM

: CHANGE BETWEEN FSEIS & ROD

OR/CA BORDER: INTERSTATE 5 CONNECTION
" SISKIYOU PASS/PILOT ROCK/SODA MOUNTAIN

INVIOLATE *RESERVE" DESIGNATION NEEDED

Option 9 of both draft and final allocated this key, largely ROADLESS CONNECTIVITY
CORRIDOR as "Matrix.” When we saw the DSEIS, we were surc this was an ersor — and
polated it out in our comments to the SEIS team. The arca was "Critical Habitat® in both the
Thomas Report (4/90) and USFWS Recovery Plan (12/91). Most or all of the area was
“Reserve” in every option but Option 9. ALL the ROADLESS AREA was "Reserve” in

- EVERY option but Option 9. - .

With the strongest feeling and urgency wo rcﬁpocrfully request ngnm tlnt this arca he
glven lnviolate "Reserve” status before the ROD is signed .

- Timber values in this area are low (hence the roadlessness) - but ecological valucs arc
extremely high. This is a key connectivity corridor between the Cascade and Slsklyou
Mountam*: -- the most floristically diverse range in the western United Statcs.

Because of the crucial but already strained and. extremely narrow connectivity here, impacts
to this corridor are geographically far reaching. This land bridge needs more than any .
temporary local deferrals the Medford BLM District may (or may not) ofter it in the
"Mauix."” The FSEIS says clearly: "All land allocations except the matrix comnbutc w
connectivity between Late-Suowssnonal-Reserves (1 F-14).

USFS Area Ecologist for all of SW Orcgon, Dr. Tom Atzet, is on record " saying,
"Matrix in this arca is the biggest problem with the Clinton Korest Flan in
- southwestern Oregon” (office 503/471-6531, home 476-9397). .

Former Oregon/Washington BLM State Diroctor, Bill Luscher, wrote the Nat'l BI.M
Acting Director, "1 urge that this area be considered for reserve status (o ensure that the
biological dwersnty of this unique and lrrephoeable oCosysicm is nmnmnud"

- (2/15/94),

Even the editor of the MﬂtQ:d_Mgi_L’[dMg wrote, "Of all the places where the over-
reaching Clinton Plan reaches, one notable omission is Pilot Rock and the proposed Soda
Mountain Wilderness on the Oregon—Cahfom:a border. The problem is that the plan
doesn’t extcnd any "forest reserve” protection to this area; it’s all part of the
oommerclal forest base” (3/4/94, p. 12A)

(over)



TEL NO. Mar 23,94 12:33
Page 2, SISKIYOU PASS/PILOT ROCK/SODA MTN NEEDS "RESERVE" IN ROD

Oregon Governor Barbara Roberts mentioned only two places by name in hef letter to

P

President Clinton: "Some of the roadless areas in the matrix ‘iri the draft plan are considered

special places ... and are highly controversial. Examples include portions of the South
Kalmiopsis and Soda Mountain.... Roading in these areas should be recvaluated against
other opportunities for harvest™ (10/27/93, page 2 of 3 -- contact Bob Warren, Forest
Planning Team, 503/328-8127).

. The specialness and controversy regarding roadlessness here should not be overlooked, The
matrix corridor surrounds the 5,800 acre Soda Mountain BLM Wilderness (recommended)
Study Area, The roadless country here is part of the 30,000 acre plus citizen-supported Soda
Mountain Wilderness proposal. Based on twenty-six hearings statewide during the Oregon
BLM Wilderness Review Process, Dave Harmon, Wildcrncss Studics Coordinator in the
BLM WA/OR State Office reported the Soda Mountain-Pilot-Rock area to have "more
support than any other wilderness proposal or WSA in the state” (503/280—7062).

Expressing the unammous support of the Ashland Clty Council, Mayor Catherine Golden |

~ wrote the SEIS team: ".., the Ashland City Council supports the changes to Option 9
recommended by the Soda Mountain Wilderaess Council Board, which recommends that this
area should be designated ... with boundaries as described in Option 1, The Reserve
Area should also reflect the management prescription as described in Qption 1° (9/27/93).

Dr. Stephen Cross, Mammalogist (503/482-8380), and Dr, Frank Lang, Botanist
(503/482-5235) both of the Department of Riology, Southern Oregon State College, both
"fully support ‘Reserve” allocation” for the area.

The BLM now claims they will manage this largely roadless, key connectivity corridor in the
maurix as a "Special Emphasis Area” with a 10 year deferred cut and 150 year rotation in
their upcoming Resource Management Plan, We appreciate their recent temporary but local
recognition of the area’s values -- despite the fact that the FSEIS says matrix is the only
Forest Plan allocation that does not contribute to connectivity (11 I-14),

However, because of the significant greater-than-local ecological value of the connectivily
bere between the Cascades and outstandingly biodiverse Siskiyous - and because of the
extremely high value placed on this area as a roadiess wilderness proposal by so many
Oregonians (and Californians) -- this arca noeds the maximum protection possmlc in the
Clmton Forest Plan.

The Soda Mountain Wildemess Council, the Siskiyou Regional Education Pro_)ect
Headwaters, the Rogue Group Sierra Club, and many other forest advocacy groups -- ulonx
with the persons above -- urge you to PUT THE SODA MOUNTAIN/PILOT ROCK/
SISKIYOU PASS matrix area in inviolate RESERVE before the ROD is signed.

‘Most sincerely,

Pt il

Dave Willis, Board : 503/482 0526, 482 2307, FAX 482 8660
~ Soda Mountain Wilderness Council ,
Siskiyou Regional Education Project (m DC March 7-11< 4 7> via 797- -6842)

.03
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OPINION _

An independent newspaper loun‘doﬂ. in 1906
“The Mail Tribune's mission is to serve Its readers by being an
iccurate, falr, timely and responaible source of Information about our
:ommunity and our world." — from News Mission Stalemaent,
) Editorial Board
}xifﬁory H. Taylor, Publisher Rober
am H

Vi - Manny, Editorial Page Editor John N.
L

Editorials
Anybody home? |

3LM, Clinton test the public's trust

fler a welcome respite, our federal forests are
Aback in the news. Which may explain why we've
been feeling cranky lately:

8 THE BUREAU OF Land Management used -
loney — at least $5.4 million — destined for
2forestation and tree-stand maintenance in western
regon for building maintenance and other purposes. -

Oregon Democratic Reps. Ron Wyden and Peter
eFazio have hammered on the BLM for haphazard

xforestation for years. Knock, knock - anyone home?

ow another internal Intertor Department report says
\e Medford BLM used reforestation money to replace
ie roof on its Medford HQ, built in 1979. Sounds like
matter that should have been taken up with the
lilder long before it became a $345,000 maintenance
:m at public— and the forests’ — expense.

Reforestation is a trust, with the counties —
wt of their timber revenues back to the BLM
vesting in the forest —
vns the land. No one wants needed building
aintenance neglected: but the message is surely clear
‘now that the public expects the BLM. f;

, first and
remost, not to neglect needed forest Mmaintenance.

t L. Hunter, Editor
Reid, Executive Edlior
—

who cede
for
and with the taxpayer, who

%
%

'8 THE CLINTON FOREST plan goes to federal
Judge William Dwyer at the end of the month. The plan
is now supposedly in final form, but {t's still not clear
whether it will achieve its aims, environmentalists, who
you'd expect to be jumping for joy, say it won't,

What is clear is that logging is being reduced to at
least a fourth or fifth of 19805 levels,

Fuzziness and hype have characterized Clinton's
forest effort f'om the beginnjng. A plandrafted in
scecret by government aides an sprung on an anxious
public (the Clinton White House has a penchant for
secret policy teams) has no constituency. It becomes a
target for critics on all sides to attack,

Clinton deserves much of the criticism himself. He
could have told the truth: His administration planned
to abide by the tough environmental laws on the books
and that would require tough sacrifices from the
Northwest. Instead, he sweetly promised at the
Portland forest conference last spring that there would
be jobs for loggers, logs for mills, habitat for wildlife,
and forest “reserves" for environmentalists,

That such a scheme was impossible didn't stop
working people from getting their hopes up. They can
only hope now that the presidont does deliver on his
promise to aid communities and workers who ended up
on the losing end of his forest plan, —W.M

Protecting Soda Mountain

O fall the places where the over-reaching Clinton
[orest plan reaches, one notable omisgion is Pilot
Rock and the proposed Soda Mountain Wilderness
Areaon the Oregon-California border.

The problem is that the plan doesn't extend any.
“forest reserve® protection to this area; it’s all part of
the commereial forest bage,

The area has little commercial value, is a BLM-
recommended wilderness area, and a key ecological



4' 1
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link between the Klamath Mountains any the Cascade

range, Clinton aides have time to make sure the forest
plan reflects that, -— W.M
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LITTLEFOOT
Bpeditrons-

March 21, 1994

To: Mike Pentold
Asglgtant Director, BLM
FAX 202/208-3%902

From: Dave Willis 503/482-0626, -2307 FAX 503/482-8660

Re: Soda Mountain & Current ROD Draft

Dear Mike,

To write Soda Mountain off (as I understand it has been written
off) as merely a special botanical area not needad to achieve the
underlying purpose and need of LS&Rs is disinformational Jive.

Connectivity, connectivity, connectivity. This area is crucial
far beyond its immediate 1locale. Mentioning it in the ROD
without reguiring the Medford District to do anything doees
npothing for the area. Under current management, putting this
area in Medford District BLM matrix is like using a van Gogh for
a rifle range target.

LSR protection is not "special" protection -- egpecially when
adding reserve acres 16 clearly part of this overall proceas.

And if Alternative 1 standards and guidelines are considered
"special," then "regular" Option 9 LS8R is certainly far better
than the current matrix allocation for this area and can hardly
be considered "aspecial."

Who is blocking this simple boundary change and why? I can't
believe their motivea are based on either good acience or good
politicse.

I'm sorry. 1 know you're extremely busy with BLM resrganization
hassles. But I'm extremely concerned about what I hear 1s (not)
going on with Soda Mountain in the evolving ROD,

Please -~ can we talk?
Frustrated, | o

Dave Willis 503/482-2307, 482-05626 FAX b503/482-8660

PEOPLE TRIPS FOR WILDERNESS - WILDERNESS TRIPS FOR PEOPLE
15187 Greensprings 1llighway - Ashland, Oregon 97520 - (503) 462-2307, 462-0526
WASHINGTON « OREGON « CALIFORNIA

Trintw! on reeycled paper.
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LITTLEFOOT

Dipranirons-
March 22, 1994

To: Mike Penfold
Assistant Director, BLM
FAX 202/208-8902

From: Dave Willis 503/482-0526, -2307 FAX 503/482-8660

Re: USPS Ecologist's Report -- Soda Mountain/ROD

COVER FOR 3 PAQES 10O [QLEQE
Dear Mike,

I have never seen this USFS Area Ecologist, normally mellow and
concerned only with geologic time, so concerned about a plece of
land and its allocation. This 1s the USFS Area Ecclogist for all
three national forests in SW Oregon. He seses a bigger picture
than & BLM Medford District Manager might -- and is concerned
about key connections between those national forests (and the
bjoregions they represent) that may be on BLM land.

Please especlally see his note at the top (written today) of his

3/3/94 lettar to me about ecological significance: "The B8ocda
Mountain area is more than just botanically interesting, it is an
important link for migration, dispersion, and the process of
evolution in the northwest. In the short term, there would be
less risk for the area as a LBR."

"Short term"” usually has to 4o with a geologic context of time in
Tom Atzet's vernacular. Also see paragraph 3 -- "central
significance" and "hingepoint" (Whittaker).

The FSEIS eays, "All land allocations except the matrix
contribute to connectivity between Late-Successional-Reserves"
(II F-14). So how does the current matrix allocation here meet
underlying purpose and naed?

Why so much resistance to LSR for thig emall, low-timber-value
area of such extremely high ecological significance?

Again, Mike -- sorry to be back at you with more. But, not
hearing from you, I can only imagine what others are telling you
based on what I hear 1s now in the ROD. LSR for this area seems
so simple —-- and s0 important. I continue to be baffled by the
daifficulty.

Dave Willis 503/482-0526, 482-2307 FAX 503/482-8660

PEOPLE TRITS FOR WILDERNESS - WILDERNESS TRIPS FOR PROPILE
15187 Greensprings Highway - Ashland, Oregon 97520 - (503) 482-2307, 482.0526

WASHINGTON + OREGON * CALIFORNIA
Printed on recycled paper.
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Just & note to reemphasize: The soda Mtn area is more tham just botanically
interesting, it is a important link for migration, dispersion, and the process

"lof evolution in the northwest. In the short term, there would be less risk for

the area as a LSRf

United S;atés Forest Siskiyou 200 NE Greanfield Road
Department of Service National PO Box 440

Agriculture Forest Grants Pass, OR 97526-0242
Reply tot Ecosystem management Datet March 3, 1994

Subject: Information on Scda Mtn/Pilot Rock area

’ ‘

To: Dave Willis

Dear Mr. Willis,

Thank you for your request for information. We appreciate your interest in
ecosystem management and the welfare of all species.

First, let me may that I have no ecology plots in the Pilot Rock area} nor have
I personally atudied it intensively. My xeaponse relates to the area in eheral
and it’s context within the southwest Oregon, northern California area, often
called the Klamath Bioregion. Secondly, because time and space are limited, a
detailed answer is not possible. Lastly, I avoid opinion as much as possible.
Mﬂ clients, both agency and public, expect unbias information, untainted by
aaveoy.

The Siskiyous were first recognizad by Whittaker as the most floristically
diverse range in the weatern United States. He also illustrated how they have
boan a #sink and source for both plant and animal genetic diversity for millions
of yoars. In his words they are of "gentral gignificance” to the northwest
since the{ act as a meeting place for species from different bioregions. The
Pilot Rock area is a "hingepoint® or connection.

The Siskiyou mountains join the california Coast Range and the Oregon Coast
Range at their western extent, providing north/gsouth migratory pathways. At
their eastern end, they join the cancade backbone which joins with the
California Sierra range south of Mt. Lassen. Thus, the Siskiyou range forms the
cross-bar of an "H* at a continuocus high elevational band. Both Axeirod and
Detling have commented on this high elevation continuum as migratory pathways
between the four mountain provinces. Detling also felt that the Siskiyou Pass
allowed Califernia lowland species to migrate into the Rogue Valley when
temperatures were higher.

There are only two places in the northwest where major rivers breach the Cascad
Range, allowing an east-west flow or mixing of east-side and west-side species.
The Columbia River is the northern breach; the Klamath River at the south end
allows east-side species to merge into the Pilot Rock area and westward along
the Klamath River.

Generally the unique mix of geology, climate, floristic history, and unusual

east/west orientation is roasponsible for the high diversity. The Klamath
Bioregion (Siskiyou Mountains) is also a transition between the northern
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‘ Temperate forests and the Mediterranean forests of California. As such, they
contain elements of both zones and unique endemics.

Page 2

The preceding discussion should give some indication of the area’s role in
migration, species evolution, and adaptation. A quantitative evaluation of the
significance of the Pilot Rock higgepoint would be impossible. Long-term
studies would be required. Axelrod and Detling used fossils as evidence for
theix estimations.

MK concern about these connections dates to well before the "Gang of Four" work,
where I emphasized process, not structure, as the more important ecosystem

need. Both Axelrod and Detling make a compelling argument for migration across
the hingepcint of tha "H" crossbar, a process that allows adaptation, evolutien,
and dispersal. Late Seral Reserves were designed to provide structure and
connectivity for such procasses, matrix was not; but there is flexibility in how
its managed.

I have worked with the BLM on designing reserves during the "Gang of Four"
effort and again during the delineation of the Reserves for the Presidents
Plans. We have talked about the "hingepoints" and thair importance. Mike Lunn
and Dave Jones have communicated specifically about the Pilot Rock area. The
District is aware of the area’s values. They designated it the Siskiyou/Cascade
Special Ecological Management Area. Rob Lewis, Megford Dlatrict ecologist, and
I have aharad ideas on how the area could be managed for connectivity with a
matrix designation, if specific guidelines were met. The difference between the
two designations is a matter of short-term relative risk. In the long run we
have to learn to work with the total ecosystem and it processes. Human
populations will continue to affect all t{e land regar51ess of the dasignations.
The Presidents Plan is a interim gorretive measure giving us time to prograss to
a prevention/maintenance mode with equal opportunity for all species.

Regardlose of what decisions are made in the ROD, I fesl the best course of
action is to continue to communicate with all partners your thoughts about the
management needs of the area.

Thanks for your interest.

Sincerely,

Thomae Atzet
Area Ecologist
Southwest Oregqon Area
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Soda Mountain
Wilderness Council

~ PO.Box 512 « Ashland, Oregon 97520

Date: March 15, 1994
To1 bDean Bibles, OR/WA BLM State Directér

' Phone: (503) 280-7024 Fax: {503) 280-7308
From: : bave willis, (202) 797-6652 Fax: (202) 797-6646
Re:  Language for Soda Mountain ROD Paragraph
Dean ~-

Dave Harmon left a'meaeage on my machine yesterday -- appnrently'shortly after you and |
spoke on the phone -- requaesting coples of the language 1 gave Mike Penfold for the ROD.

Here they are. Three versions and a variation. Boundaries are tha same for all. What
differs are standards and gqldjlincl for managemant:

Draft 1.1 Preecribee Alternative 1 (inviolate reserve) standarde and guidelines for the
entire area. :

praft 1.2 Includes no language at all about standards ana qﬁidolinec, making the area a
reserve like 'the rast of the Option 9 raserves.

praft 1.3 Prescribes Alternative 1 standards and guidelines gagt of I-S only to give
Congrass tha best chance of protacting the wilderness proposal cutside tha W§A. .

Draft 1,3a 1s the mame as Draft 1.3, but with “Concern” language front=-loaded to help the
paragraph fit in the "Concerns/Responeas” section of the ROD, should tha BEIS taam so choosa
to place it there.

'As I told you on the phone, Mike asked me my preferenca. I told him Draft 1.1 wae strongest,
1.2 was woakest, and X preferred 1.3 as a good compromise to protect Congressional wilderneoe
designation optione for our proposal east of I-5, whils showing more management flexibility
on the non-wilderness proposal lands west of I-5. I gava him all three drafte at the sams
time -~ following up with Draft 1.3a after learning mors about the ROD format.

Thanks for making clear your own position of supporting boundary changes in the FSEIS for
this land bridge (switching matrix to resarve), but not supporting changes in standards and
guidelines for the area that would make management hore more rastrictive than other LERs in
Option §.

Though the Soda Mountain Wilderness Council and ite many supporters etill and gtrongly prefer
Alternative 1 standarde and guidelines for the wildernass proposal lands sast of 1=5, reserve
designation here (even if not inviclate) is vastly better than matrix and we thank you
sincerely for your support of LSR for the Soda Mountain/Pilot Rock/&iskiyou Pass connecting
corridor between the Cascades and Klamath/Biskiyoua.

Pleage continue to contact me as needed. I want to keep open lines of communication.
Appreciatively,

e Wilf.

Dave Willis, Board
Scda Mountain Wilderness Council

ce: Mike Penfold
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Soda Mountain
}  Wilderness Council
RO. Box 512 o Aehland, Oregon 897520

Date: . . March 14, 1954 a.m.
Y . Mike Penfold, Assistant Director
" BIM : K '
Phone: 208~4896, Fax: 208=5010
" From:  Dave Willls, Board | - 1ms?3l5&§2$?hw
, soda Mountain Wilderness Council - Athlend, OR 97520"‘
. siskiyou Regional Education Project (503) 482.0526, 482-2307
'D.C., (NWF) Phone: 797-6652, Fax 797=-6646 /

: . . . FAX 503/482-8660
Re: ~ wconcern/Responsa" Contexualized ROD Language
' soda Mountain/Pilot Rock/S8iskiyou Pass

Mike -

Based on what I have learned about the format of the ROD and your comment
Friday afterncon about the place to deal with this perhaps being the
vconcerns/Responses” section of the ROD -- here’s some #Concen® language.
(The “"Response" language is jdentical to my preferred Draft 1.3 given to
you Fridny.i.Procdduraliy, Dg;ft 1.1 [estrongeat) or 1.2 [weakest] could
just as easily be substituted). '8 ' : :

. -_--_--.i.---——————_---————————----———————————-------———————h------—--———n.a—---

LANGUAGE FOR FOREST PLAN ROD -- SODA MOUNTAIN PARAGRAPH
Draft 1.3a (1.3 with "Concern" Language)

"Concern: Whether adequate proviaion for'ecologicai'connectivity between
the Cascade and Klamath/sSiskiyou Mountains was made.

wResponse: This Record of Decision amends the FSEIS preferred alternative
land allocations in the Soda Mountain/Pilot Rock/Siskiyou Pags connectivity
corridor along the Oregon/California border to preserve the area’s inter-
regionally unigue and valuable ecological systems. This area includes the
BIM recommended Soda Mountain Wilderness Study Area (WSA). All FSEIS
preferred alternative BLM matrix lands west of the Jenny Creek Key
Watershed, east of the Ashland watershed Late~successional Reserve, and
north of the California/Oregon border for a distance of 5 miles -- and any
private lands within these boundaries which the BLM acqguires subseguent to
this ROD -- are now allocated to Late-Successional Reserve. Matrix
allocations and subsequent BLM acquieitions this ROD changes to Late-
Successiona)l Reserve east of Interstate-5 in the area described above are
to be managed according FSEIS Alternative 1 standards and guidelines.
Should Congress choose not to include the Soda Mountain WSA in the National
Wilderness Preservation System, the WSA shall convert to Late-Successional
Reserve with FSEIS Alternative 1 standards and guidelines when released by
congress from WSA status,"
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It is important that you and your boss see the article from
the Sacramento Business Journal regarding the pending closure of
the Michigan - Califeornia Lumber Company, Inc.’s mill in Camino,
CA. . '

Political opportunists are attempting to use the mill
closure as an excuse to gut Federal environmental laws. It is
important that you and your boss see the Sacramento Business
Journal's article to fully understand the reasons behind the
mili's closure.

Thank you for your kind assistance, and for your continued
attention to the needs of our precious California forests,

Sincerely,

oo £ G, fr

Craig Thomas, Secretary
Thonas P. Infusino, General Counsel
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Michigan-California: Anato

By LYNN GRAEBNER
Since Michigan-California Lumber Co.
announced two weeks ago that it will close
its 105-year-old mill - Camino, idEng 250
workers and devastating a COMIBURNILY,
loggers have been marching in the strects
of Placerville.

Whiie most of their anger has been
focused against environmentalists who
pushed for federal policies to protect for-
ests, scant ztteption has been paid to the
business decisions that Jed to the death of
the rmill,

Enviroomental policies have indeed
played a major role in the mill's demise.

But the mill's fate was equally affected
by Michigan-California’s own fatal miscal
culations about the effect those policies
would have on its ability to obtain timber
from the pationa!l forest.

In an aggressive expansion over the last
decade, Michigan-California more than
daubled its mill capacity. It was an attempt
1o become more efficient in order to com-
pele for a dwindimg timber supply. But
the milf's growth has meant the mill's
death.

Michigan-Cal invested more than $30
-millicn to retool. Back in 1835, before the
retooling began, the mill could process

sbout 50 million boardfeet a veur -—
roughly the amount of wood that could be
harvested fom the company’s own 75,900
acres of private land. Mill workers put in

Michigan-Catffornis Lumber's rnfscehultt heiped Yead 3o
the demise of itz 105-year-old mill In Camino
one shift a day.
By this year, the mill's capacity had
grown ta 125 million board feet, working

During the same time, however, the
mill came te rely more and more on fed-
erai timber, and less and less on timber
from its own 75,000 acres. By 1993, the
mill had roughly tripled its reliance on
gatiopaj forests.

And yet, throughout the company's
expansion, the wniting was on the wal-
The amount of timber availabie from the

my of afailed m”

-sational forest was shrinking rapidly

As early as 1985, the U.S, Forest Service
had said that 37 percent less imber was
going to be made available to private krm-
ber companies, due to concerns a2bout
herbicide use, clear<utting and protection
of endangered species.

"By 1985 people could project from our
long-range plans what the vield on the for
est would be,” said Harley Greiman, legis
lative Liaison for the U.S. Forest Service i
California. "It was clear that we were
goimg to reduce total yield to about 1.1 bib
bon board-feet from 1.75 billion. Some of
us thought it would go below that.”

Today, the Forest Service says it can
supply no more than 80 milkon board fect
from the Eldorado National Forest. Michi
gan-California says i can produce only
about 30 million boardfeet from its own

' Flezse tarn to pege 27




Michigan-Califot

Comitinuedt bom page

fands. Paying the freight for expanding to
125 sdlifon %o.«rd‘(cc( of capacity sppar-
ctly leaves the mbll without the adion of
coothulng to operate with luet one ahift,

Other Slerra milly siso upgraded their
cquipraent durlng the last decade to has
dle the sialler logs that everyone knew
weie golng ta be comlnf off the national
{orests. But they ¢falm not (o have
axpandad capacity nexsly as much as
Michigun California did.

Nor did they increase reliance on publie
timher. Georgla-Pacikic Cerp., owrier of 4
large miMl in Amader County, now gets up
19 70 perceat of its timber Gom its own
land. Likewlse, Sierra Pacific — an Ores
80n company with rine mills that tried to
buy Michlgan-Califorala ti g recently
failed merger — %as eut its reflance on
national forests to 15 percent of ity Iog
supply.

Michigan-Califonta representatives B3y
the company does not plan to Me bank.
ruptey, “It could be good business for
them to go wiih just being a thnber grow-
cr. ather than a thiber miller,” sald Gret,
man of the Forest Service. “Clearly,
there's tremendqus demand, and those
trees are woith g lot of money.”

The rull, however, will be closed and
posaibly dismantled. In additlon to the 280
mill workees who will be tdled, more than
200 employees ot companles that conlract
wth the mill are Jeopardized. Many salf
service comgaries « from restaucunts %
segair ghops -~ sre worrled about thelr
. bustness. Ard loca! governments and
wchoals fexr they will lose federal timbes
sale revenues.

The company. however, s sthil profit-
nble.

“We're not a falilog compony In any
economic sense of the word,” sald general
manager Pete Himmel,

Adectalon o grow

Himmel came on board In 1588 ta over-
%e the mill's expansion. He now is over-
1e¢ing fa clogure,

In 1263, the company had two machines
that milled larga oﬁ-mwth thnber, With
enviranmental efforts to protect Jarge, okd-
gronth trees, the company declded to
replace one machine with & saw ta procesa
smaltlogs, Byt because the rest of the mill
w33 rot set up to handle the smaller logs,
4 hotdeneck redulied.

1286 when Himme! came, a plonning
phase was well under way to graduslty
upgrade the mill through yearly Improve-
ments 50 at nut 1o have to ghut It down,
The conpany planaed to becoms blcser
and mare efflclent to better compete for
federal Hmber,

In 1987 equicment was added to proe
cess the smaller logs faster. The mil

FAlN

added a second shift and increased Y]
volume to 190 milllon board-foet of RN
Ler, hnmel sald.

Prior to 1985, Michigan-California’y own
78,000 acres could prodiice up fy 50 myll
lion tonrd-feet, although the company
dhdn’t use ita 1ands to that exteni; It supple
mented with pubiic fogs, Ry 1987, thie
Company was able to harvest abaug 30 it
Hon board-feet from its awn fand. The
expansion meant it would necd 70 million
board:feet from other sourees — mos? of it
fromi the nationa! forests,

In 1989, the Forest Service lasued 2 10+
yearmapageiaent phan for the Eldorads
Nationat Forest, projecting an average of
148 nitlion Boarsd-feet A year over a 10
year period could be put up fur sale, Whife
{hal gave MickiganCalifcmia cavse for
optimlam, 1t was acverthieless down from
levels of approximately 160 nviliion board:
fect b presious years.

Reglonvdde, the Forest Scrvice by 1985
was predicting 3 decline In avsilabllity of
federad timber In Calfornla from 1.75 bit
lion baard-feet to 1.1 biltion gr 1.2 billion
board-fret, Grelian sabd. That's up to a 37
percent projected drop In federal timber at
the time Michigan-Califomla was Imples
mentibg Improvements to double {is
capavity.

Altliough Michigan-Cafiformia was a'so
bidding on imber salcs In the Tahoe and
Stanistaus eational forests, the mil!
expected to get a large portion of its tim.
ber from the Eldorado, sald Rex Baum
back, Umber maragement officer for 1he
Eldorgdo Nadonal Forest.

“We expecied to be the most competi-
tive (in the Eldorado) eince wa're in ¢he
middie of it,* Himme! aaid,

Prior to g arviva), Himmel said, Mlchi
gan-California was carely successtul bid-
ding on the EXtorado. fncreasing the vize
of the mill not only made % a more com-
petitive bidder, It put 1t (s an economic
positton to bte‘ ok tinbee farther away
from the milf, he said.

Meanwhite, about 1.5 mitfion board feet
3 year wa2 comlng off the Eldorado,
etmost alt of it "bug k" — troes damaged
by the drought.

And In 1990, more writing was on the
wall that federal timber sales would be
smaller, as the Forest Service moved to
Implement s policy sgalnst clearcutiing,

Flre, and more expansion

On Easter Sunday of $891, 2 fire of
undetermined origln consumed 15 per-
cent of the mill floor, tncluding the two
head saws.

it wat 4 citlcal turming polnit,

"Rl?hi After the 8o, there was a fot of
spevvialion that the mill would never be
teopened,” sald Dunne Nelyon of the Far.
e3t Servlees regioaat hemlqaasters in

T e e e e i e m—— -
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Sacramentn, "t really ralsed iy eyelirows
when | heard ilie way they were reinvest:
Ing to recpen It 1 have n liard tive uhrer
standing why they were gcaring up in the
palitical clmate they were gearing upin,*

The compary decided to invest snother
$10 miition in the plant to complete the
improvensenta that had begun, That
brought its capacity uo ta about 128 il
lion board-feet — and its dependency on
fedem! tinber to about 90 milion board
ect.

in hingsight, the owners would have
never recpoded the mill aRer the fire if
tkey had realized tow difficull it woutd be
to obtain toga, said Don Moantgomery,
chief operating officer tor Timber Prog.
uces Sales Corp. Inc. The Springlleld,
Ore., firne's prncipa! awner. Joe Genyes,
Is managing general putner in the Nt
aership that owns Mickigan-Californla,
Gonyea was unavallabla for contment.

“Pecple In the Industry tend tg be optl-
mists,” Montgomery sald,

After the il reopened, it was in a post:
tion W start making some decent money,
Mantgomery said,

Cther mllly 1 the Slerra have Invested
In improvements aver the Jast decade to
become more efficlent, sald Ron Monk.
chlef forester for Georgla-Paclfic Corp.,
which 9wns a mill In Marte), near Jockson
In Amador County. But Monk aald his
own company’s improvements have pot
comne ¢lose te doutling production.

“Int the last decade we've stayed pretty
#teady,” Monk sk, Greoryla-Pacific pro-
ducas about 100 militen board-feet
annyally. The company gers 60 percent to
70 ruum of Ka timber off its own kand
and depends on federnl and private land
fov the rest. Tt ts actively buying logs from
emall privaic landowners and {3 trying to
we;n lesclf from federal timber, Monk
sald,

Likewlse, Slesra Pacific Industrics, sn

. O:egon firm that operates alne mills and

has become the largest private thnberland
owner  Californta, has decregsed itg
degerdence on federal supplies. More
than a decade ago the company pur
chised 50 percent of lig trees from
national foreata. MHow it's more fike 15 pen
cent, sald Ed Murphy, lnvantory forester
for the company.

Montgomery of Timber Products Sales
sald Michigan-California has never been 4
blg moneymaker. “The awners have not

en 8 ricke] out of the plant In 10 years,”
Montgomery sak).

Who are the ownery? That Information
I8 closely held. The secretary of states
office Nats three general parurers. Two five
in the Placenvitle area: Donald Peek and
Kathlene Wart Peek. Nefther returned
ealls. A thitd 1s M-C !nveatment Group,

f dwindling supplies

with a Chicago, Il address and an no-
listed number,

The owners kept Investing in the com
pany and It wae Just sbout 1o make sowe
decent returns when the federal timker
nuxTIy tlghtened, Mantgomery said,

“lt bolls down to ane tiing.” he said.
“The government i3 out of the business of
selllng logs and the enviconmentallsts are
successtul In shutting down the woods.
There are some well-meaning peogle on
thelr side but they're not <ompramlsing,
ard theyre winning.

“Michigan-California made a decision to
Increase ity mill cepacity 10 a kevel that was

appropriaie for the market,® countered
Erln Nzel, director of Forest Alest. an
environmentaliat organlzation tn Nevada
County.

"I don't diink the general public under-
standa the complexity of the fayues,” saig
Grelman of the Forest Service. "We're
ﬂolng 1o have to 3o it what our expevta-

ons are, In terma of what commaodities
the land will produice.”

More fire, FIC heat, polhition woes

“We Invested bn the plan) over the years
In good faith based on tiniber harvest jer-
ele.” Hitmme! saly.

By 1992, Michigan-Californla was
ranked the 18th largest mill la the aation,
by volume, sccording to aa Industry pobli.
cetion. Even aiter the clear<cytiing policy
woslssued In 3999, the mi)) believed it way
on the right path. Management theught
the mill had ta be bigger and better than
the guy down 14 sircet to compete.

Himmell belleves that if the company
hada’t made declalons to expand, "It
would have eloted five or six years ago
and everyone would have been out of
work then.” Naw, he sald, the very steps
the milt had to take to last 48 Yong se It did
have proved ita undolng. “You're damned
Hyou do and you're damned if you don't.”

Past of Michigaa-Callfornin’s damnation
came by fire,

“They bad 10,000 acres of your.ggrowth
plantations near Jce House reservoir that
were coming of age,” said Nalson of the
Porest Service, “The trees wouldn't he
ready for harvest for anather 18 years, but
Mich-Cal was really connting on that for
the future.”

That 10,000 acses burned up in the
manstroue Cleveland forest fire of 1902,

Last yeaz, Michigan-Calitomla began w0
negotiate & sale to the lugest mber cor-
gany In the state, Slerrs Pacific irdustries,
Slerra Pacific cwna private timber land
near the mill and Yad 4 better chance of
gutrinteeing & wood uufpry. Himmel aald.

That deal frlf apart in December, for
FSa30M3 REVET compittely dilascd,

“They (Michigan-Cotitornta) backed out

Plearg ium o aont pigr
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Michigan-California cut do

Condnims) from precectr.g pags

because it wouldn't be in thelr favor.” auid
Ed Murphy, an taventory forester fur
Slerva PoctBe. From his perspectve, the
avallabllity of federal timber wasn't the
{ssugp.

Hinmel $aid the Federa! Trade Com
midsicn was kocking at the sale to deter
mine il it viclated antitrust faws, Slerra:
Facific has become g dominamt andholder
in Caltiornla, "Bt 1 don't think they gaid
you can't do the desl,” he sald,

Another patentinlly targo expense has
been taominy larger on the horlzon for
Michigan Calitornla,

The milt vivlatea air emisslon standurds.
It haa been operabing under a 3 1/2ycar
variance om El Dorado County, due 1o
explre In 1998, a2id Dennla Otenl, pro.
gram manager {or the E{ Dorudg County
Air Pollindon Contrel District,

According to ane well-placed source
with the county, Michigan-Californla was
fooking at the need to invest miilions I a
cogenerution plant. By turiing "blosnass™
torest waste into energy, the compuny
<could obtaln alr-quality credits to offse: iia
emisslon violatlons.

Himmel sald the mill was explaring \he
possibility of building s blumass plant
tueled by foreat byproducts. The plant
cou'd have produced fuel for the mil} and
8 reventi stream by selling power to the
Sacrumento Mundelpe) Urifity Dtstricr.

It would have cost beyween 320 million
and §20 milllon. Bu there didn't seein to
be an adequate supply of timber to guar-
antee fuel for the phant, Himmet sald. 11ie
alttrnative was to spend ahout 35 militon
on pollution controf evpuipment.

Thabor nates su od

In she 19806 Michigen-Callfarnis recog:
nized the conatralnts on_harvesttng farge
logs from old-growth foreats, but Bivm
back sald no ona realty had whe toreelght
1o vee that even harvesting of smafer toga
would be 80 severly alfected, '

“Nabody foresaw the effeci of the (Calk
{omis Spotted Owh) report and the polith
<il ehango that has taken place in the last
coupla years,” he said,

The Callfornia Spotted Owt repert wus
lssued In 1993, In January of Iaet year the
Fomst Service adopted logerim guldetines
1o protect owl habitas, Thove guidelines
?mhi'clt the culting of irees more than 30
Incheain dlamater.

Himmat #2id there was no mugic da
when {t become spparent that :ﬁe mi
would by ntarved for waod. But in the laat
saveral maonths the grasity of tha shuation
became clear (9 the company,

-Farly last year 34 “green” tmber saley
ln the Eldorade Nutional Foreat were sus-
pended and are ot under review gue to
presiuce from the environmentsl gooup
Friends Aware of Wildlite Needs, alac
kagwn by ita ncron(m FAWN. Eight of
thase saleq were Michigan-California’s,

“Thete 24 sales just qlve Mich-Cal o
leellrig lor what's heppening bt the forest
service,” Baombeck said,

The reviews of (hose sales weve syp-
posed to Be completed within 30 dt(c. The
sevews have beent golng on hw almost ¢
year now. One Ef Dorade County mill,
Weteell-Ovian, hae sued over tha ays.
pended sales, Mich-Cal hasn't dene that
yel.

The Foreet Service naid that If it had to
pay compables what the saleo were worth
it could ¢ost 330 rillion. Michigan-Call
fornla’s share would be 310 mlifion. One
El Dorado County officlel, anking lor ane
nymity, suggesied closing the mill gives
Mich-Cal a svonger cuse it it does ave.

. On Fab. 19 the Natural Renources

Forest Service for amerdments In forest
management to benefit lur-bearing ank
mals and other wildlife In ofd-growth hab}
tats In Slerra Nevada nationat forests. That
puts further pressure on the service teo
control federal timber harvesting,

“iU's & warning 16 the Forest Service that
it has an opportunity fo address lssues of
habliat and timber production before 3
legal and ecological crlsis vecurs,” sad
Sami Yassa, 2 staff sclentist for the NRDC.,
He said the Forest Service hay logged
more than 85 percent of the original oid.
grumth forest In the Skerra.

Spotted-owl pollcy pluy the end of
unusually targe “hug kill” timber s3les on
the Eldorado frony 1989 to 1097 caused
1993 salvs vohumne to plummet. Fa 1968 the
Eldorado sold 120 millien boardfeet of
timber, Reglon S, which Includes the
Eldorada and covers most of Cafifornis,
sold 1.75 billlon board-feet, This ycar, 78
tilition board-feet are expected to be seld
out of the Eldurado forest, less than half
the 162 miltton board-feet scid st year,
and 61 million board-lect ace projecten! for
next year, 8 50 pertent drop from seven
years ago.

‘The egion ts budgated 10 si) 638 mik
llon board-feet this year, half of whet was
available two yeara ago, and 1 projectad to
sell 550 mllrlon board-(eet next year,
That's almast & 70 percent drap from
seven yeors ago.

{n 1985, 7.5 mittion acres of natlenal forn
eata were avallable for timber harvest,
Today lesa than 3 mitfon acres are gvaih
able, Creiman sald. :

. Now what?
Environmenialista aay lumber com.

way they flave In the past, “There «rc
many examples of milly that maintain
eporopriate scales,” said Noel of Forest
Alestin Nevada County,

While mills like those of Georgia Pacific
and Slerra Paclfic have became lesy
depeadent oq federal timber, Michlgan-
Californla hag increased its dependency
and can harvest only about 24 percent of
ihe imber It needs off its own land, That
Jeaves more than 70 pervent, close to 100
mifllon board-feet, that it hes to buy from
the nutiona) forest or private fand,

Mlchigan-Callfernla can groduce only
38 auillion 1o 35 mlilion boardfeet off its
ownt fand — not even enough to run one
shift, Montgomery sald.

now whit hagpens?

“Uwap sumﬁstmen they went with &
tota! shutdown,” Grelman said.

Flans 2re ta mothdall the mitt and con-
tinue to manage and sell logs off Michl
an-Culifornia’s 75.000 aceey of private
and, sald Henry Aldes. the company’s
chief fogester. Alden sakt the company wifl

keep on zhout five employees to managa
’ me:fmd. a

“WictrCal was probably one of the mere
<enaclentous comnpanies in terms of migi
aging their Jand base,” sald Nelson of the
Forest Service. *Fhape whoever gets thelr
tand wiil do as good 2 job.”

As for the sssots of the company, the
mill machinery may te auctioned off
aometime In the future, Lut owners prob-
ably woutd get only about 10 cesita on the
dollar, Montgomery estimated. It foses its
VEIUE once you stert to take it apart and
haul it elsewhere. “It')f be o pretty big
loas,” ke sald.

THE BURRESS JOURNAL

wn by buzzsaw of changing market

pmnlea ean contlnue to log but not in the .

He would not estimate the vale of he
furest Land or the milf,

There i some speculation that the sl
could eventually be scld and reopencd
without untas labor. Only about half e
teiills In Catifornia are unlonized,

“The Umber aupply collapsed fasier
than we thought,” Alden sald. "We
thought the environmentalisty were lovk
ing for a decrease.” 'y only & matter of
thre before the radical envirenmentallsts
come after prlvate tinber land, e said,
“You can alniast hear the guna swivellng.”

lidend, state kegifation in expected to
be soon introduc demanding a 300-foot
boffer around streaims on private lopging
{and, Grelman asld, whicly would have a
blg Impact on kumber companles.

But environmentallsts say decreased
federal dmber supplies should not huve
been 1 srprise.

“You'd have to he blind. deaf and dumb
nat to read the writing on the wall in the
late 19804," sald Cralg Thomas of EAWN.
“Bringing on the smaller log capability
why z:xl : l:d fd;,n. Eul lncma:ing 09
second shift made them dependent on
btk thnber.”

For now, the future of national forest
tmber nales Is uncertain, This sumier a
draft environmental Impact statesnent js
due out on the Califorala spotted owl
saue. It will ladlcate what has to be Goue
10 protect habitat. But the Fopest Service
Is sl about thx years avay trom defining
& sustainatle bevel of Umber proxtuction,
Greluan said. And that definijon has
become mare of & soclal lssue than a sci-
endBic one,

“We really don't know where the byt
ton line la yet,” Grelman said,

——
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EDITORIAL
Echoes of the mill

The closure of Michigan-California Lumber Co.’s saw-
mill in Camino will have a terrible effect on the economy
of El Dorado County. Some 280 mill workers will lose
jobs, most of them with union wages and benefits,
Roughly 200 more employees of firms that contract with
Mich-Cal could be Idled. Small service businesses will be
hurt. Timber sale revenues to the <ounty and to schools
will likely be reduced.

It is easy In such a circunstance to point the finger of
blame. [t is not always so easy to point in all the right
directions.

The easiest targets are the “tree-huggers.” After all,
they've lobbied for federal policies that sharply cut the
amount of federal timber available to lumber mills,
including policles o end clearcutting and to protect old-
growth habitat for endangered species.

But in pointing the finger,.you also have to Question
some of the business decisions made by the ownery of
Michigan-California themselves. They expanded in 3 way
that is difficult to understand, unless you assume that
they were in a gambling mood for eight years.

Since the mid-'80s, the owners of Mich-Cal invested
heavily to more than double the mili's capacity, Mean-
while, as the yield from Mich-Cal’s own 75,000 acres was
decreasing. Mich-Cal's dependence on federal timber
sales increased approximately threefold. That strategy
was not empldyed by most other mitle.

And yet for much of the ime this expansion was under
way, it was increasingly clear that federal mber saleg
would not continue as in the past, By the time the owners
made a decision not just to rebuild, but to expand even
more after the Easter fire of 1991 closed the mill, federal
policy against clear-cutting had already been enacted,
and strict restrictions to preserve habitat also were well
within view. Both federal policies would reduce the
amount of government timber Mich-Cal would have, and
still the mill kept increasing its reliance on that timber to
pay a burgeoning overhead.

Certainly bad luck played a role. Mich-Cal wag count-
ing on 10,000 acrea near Ice House for much of its pro-
duction 15 years down the road. The land burned up in
the Cleveland fire of 1992,

We do not absolve the environmental movement for its
culpability here, Clearly, something is wrong with an
Endangered Species Act that can so sharply reduce our
ability to harvest national forests — and we atrongly
believe that imber can be harvested in a sustainable fash-
ion. And nascent efforts in the state Legistature to place
greater restriction on the harvesting of privately owned
forets do not bode well,

‘But on the other hand, we do not entirely disagree with
the environmentalists, Forest fiber products are only one
of four major uses of our national foresis, the others being
water, recreation and wildlife, If one use becomes domj-
nant, the balance is tilted in a way that can destroy the
others,

Certainly, however, Mich-Cal deserves its share of
heat. This is a company that, according to owners, is stil}
profitable. This is a company that, for a variety of reasons,
is going to make a community pay for mistakes at the
mill,
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;‘% FAWN states its position on mill closure

‘By TAYLOR FLYNN.
) Staffwriter - .

Since the announcement that
Michigan-California Lumber Ca,
will close, some logging adva-
cates and others have placed the
blame squarely on the shnu[de:s
of covironmentaliste. -

However, environmental
groups claim they are scapegpats
for misplaced bicterness.

Distraught loggess need to
look at ibe big picture, lhey say,
and understand the closure is the
result of changing nationsl eovi-
roamentzl policy, alleged past
fimber overproduction, apd sn
old-dog-of-a-company umwilling
10 [earn aew tricks.

Bitterness (owards enviroa-
mentalists began with Michigan-
California’s  frs1  public an-

- M nouncement of pending closure
N . " o carly 1as1 week when sawmil] of -
’ photo by Bill Sulivan ~ icials placed blame on *“radical

o

R : e S A

Ooamocrat
*. . ANTHENVIRONMENTAL SENTIMENT tioe besn rurning high sice the sndounosment Michigen-Cafifornie  groups using legal technicalities™

b0 shut down the forests.

Larmtier Co. will close, s winessed by this “FAWN" mdlammmmu-mmmm
: Fven state and matiopal pohu—

ing & mn-humbyloggna‘l‘mday lnfmmaiTmthll

C s AT

. “ - e oo Seew L
T A e e e e e e o~ — g o S, . e s -

cians denounced the environmen-
12l movement and blamed eavi-

ronmentalists for the demise of .
10S-year-old _ Michigan-Cai.*'Ip *

FECERt yeary, extreamist groups
bave cxetied increasiog presstre
on fedecal policy makers at the
expense of saond forest e ge-
meot and timber
said state Sen. Tim Leskie, R-
Rogeville, . .
‘During 3 discussion at Town
Hall earlier this week natiopally
syndicated columnist *“Fossil”
Bill Kramer referred to environ-
meatalista as ““eco-facists™ push-
ing & movement comgparable o
1be Nazi regime.
Environmeatalist bashing cli-
maxed Wednesday during a press
conference in Camino where log-
gers  displayed campaign-siyle
signs  denouacing the enviroa-
meafal movement sach as *“Down
With Eoviros'* aad **Tree Hug-
gees Not Weleame.” During the.
evenl, a2 dummy dressed @ 2

FAWN T-stiirt bung by a noose iz

]

e
>

g
* *The Forest Service did
a very responsible job and.
a very difficult job (in sus- !
pending 24 timber harvest
sales)...They've followed -

“the law and toid the truth -

under ramendous pres- .
sure,” said Craig Thoma.s
of FAWN. .

front of M:cmgan«Cakfoma
Lumber Co.

Throeghout e racent cvems.
Frerds Aware of Wildtife Needs
(FAWN) bas remained atosdy ot
of sight bet maintgin their actions
which led 0 the suspension of 24
timber sales 0a the Bldorado Na-
ticnal Fotest are sound,

FAWN maintains thet real a-

Yironmental daagers exist oa the

Eldorado, asd that FAWN's acs’

toa only brought iz line Fones:

M " asee FAWN, PR A8
&

b B .
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FAWN

; Scrvicc compllence with faws
; protecting the Californfa spotied
v ow) amoag others, FAWN also
¢ contends the closure of Michi-

' gen-Csl was pot it agenda and

: that timber production will con-

. linue 1o exist In BI _Dogado

» Courty. -

', "FAWN did not iy (o close

* the mill,”” stated FAWN alicraey
Tom Infusino in a public an-

nouncement enrlier thls week. .

“FAWMN has nothing to gain from

- the elosure of 3 sawmiil. A mill’s

_ closure does not effect the way

" pablic lands are mansged. Trying
* 1o cloze the mill would be 8 wasle
¢ of Uime,’” he gtated.
! FAWN's ageada, -~ Infusino
* said, is geared loward balanced
protection of natural resources on
pubtle Jand. Pushing the Forest
Service 1& reconsider the sale of
the 24 timber harvests was
needad 1o ensuce the salcs would
meet guidellnes 1o protect sposted
owl habitat,
sensitive  furgearing  mammals
such as wolverines and red foxes,
protect watersheds and the viabil-
ity of 0id growth forests.

According to FAWN, the re-
considerations were worthwhile,
because Forest Service sfudics

indicated significan lmpacis,
“They went thiough and re-
congidered all the sales and real-
ized..dhere wera gignificant {m-
: pacis to the environment,”” Ctaig
> Thomas of FAWN told the
. Mountain Degsocrat earlier this
’ . yaar “They realized that the de-
 cision made by the Forest Service
(dl.slnu cangers) not (o (mmmly)
} review these old gales was incor-
) vect and illegal. . They found that
; a whole bunch of 33les were miss-
! ing documentation to be compli~
! ant with the law,"” he sald,

L e P I S VU R

Since the suspensions, FAWN
Uhes commended the distric: for
..t.:spendmg the sales and its In-
“ volvement In carcying out subse-
; quent studies,

““The Forest Service did 8 very
" responsible and 3 very dilficult
- jeb,"” s2id Thomas. “They'va fal
lowed the taw and told the truth
lunder tremendous pressuse.’”

g “(Then oras( Superviser):
b Phipps recognized there 'was -

‘& probiem end committed & fult”
head of sleam toward reconsides-

habitat for seversl

canducted over the past year have .

atbon,"” Thomas continued. *'Thiy
reconsideration has turned out
some pretty amazing documenta-
tion at this ievel in terms of what
the resources are end the health
and quality of the resoucce bage.”

Infusino said thet the studies
concluded forest Impacis would

-have been significant had the

original sales been allowed i
proceed as contracted.

"They indicue that 20 warei-
sheds that have high or very high
rsk...are affected by the sales,
They Indicate that 25 of 3] limber
ssles cvaluated would foreclose
the future of the California spot-
led owl... They indicate there iant
sufficlent habliar lefl 10 devise 8
furbearer habitat npetweik that
meets ninimum habitat capability

. standards,”* sald Infusino.

He also said the studies indi-
cated significant impacts to old
growth tces.

(The) reason trees under 30
inches in diameter eré belng har-
vested Is becsuse that’s what is
out there on the landscape,’” he
said.

Despita Toggers anger toward

FAWN, Infusino ssid that
FAWN's actions will aclually
help loggers in the Iong n,
“Protecting sensitive species
#lsa protects jobs,'” Infusing said.
"’One resson for (the suspens
sions) is that the forest supervisor
(Fhipps) teok seriously his legal
obligation o ensure the viability
of these sensitive species. An-
otber reason fs thar. should the

"Bldorado Nationel Forest falled 1o

prolect nceded habilat, and if
these species become lfsted az
threatened or endangered, tver
mote  restrictions  on  logging
weuld resolt,” he said.

- *“The idea was 1o he pro-active
and avold having volumes re-
dnced by 75 percent as i5 Uhe case
In the Pacific Nonhwest wheare
habitat loss has pushed the North-
etn Spotted Owi onto the threas-
ened species Hst,” Infusino said,

FAWN conteods the ¢iosure of
Michigan-California is the resull
of a business decision and that
limbet production will continue
to provide jobs fn the county; al-
though, they say, timber pdoc.
tion will be lower than in recent
_decades. Timber production fot
1995 on the Eldorado Is expected
& drop™to SO tiltion hoard feet,
compared o an’ averige of 13§

mbf in pravious years. ~

©] con undersisnd that If there
are layofle peopls will be angry
and frustrated by loss of jobs,™
$21d Thomas in an interview with
th¢ Mountain Democrat manths
beforc the closute of Michigan-

Cal. 1 just hope people realize
that becanse of (pa.st overproduc-

Said Thomaes,
have 19 be legatly and environ-
mentally sound, and our roads
and schools should not drive the
sales.”

FAWN officials sald thal ils
actions  have promoled  wew,
more-comprehgnsive laws, which .
the Forest Service calls **ecosys-

ton) it's gonne” be droppinig and | 1em management.”

it wan 't ever be hack to where it
was,'

**The tragedy is that, uader the
Reagan Admivisteation, onicalis-
lUc tmber harvestng volumes
were cstabiished that form a false
sense of aecurity 10 timber har-

" vesting communities throughout

the Sierra.’* he sald,
Still, FAWN sald it did not ex-

pect a full shut down of Michi-

gan-Cal and expects the intber
industry to remain vieble in El
Dorado County.

“Mich-Cal may feel there is
10 future for its mi!l in Camine,”
said Infusino. '‘That may be trye.
There may not be a high enough

volume of big trees to keep cper- |

ating the mill above the break-
even point. However, regardless
of Mich-Cal’s decigion sbout itg
mill, there will be 2 futute for fore
estry in El Dorado Counly, so
long as there are people with the
courage and wisdom to seize the
opporlynbies,” he said.

The ongoing timber work force
wiil continue to bring revenve for

the county, Infusino claimed, but

wafned that county government

and schools showd not rely so

heavily on timbet receipts.
“‘Logging under (spotted owl)

guidelines should help reduce fuel
loads and complete shaded fuei

breaks, while still  providing
needed wildlife habiwt and water-
shed protection,” he said. **These
activitiez wilt contipue to employ
fallers, loggers, and mill workers;
and will contipue to gepersie
taxes and paymeénts 10 3tale and
local coffers.

, “However, the county stll
needs 0 join other counties
throughou? the United States in

calling for the feders! government |

10 uncouple the bink belween tini-
ber recelpts and in lieu taxes o
countics, ang thereby help pro-
vide a more stable and predictable

means of financing roads and

schools,’' Infusino said.

e = ot 1! (I

"Timber sales |

unl.lmd trom A9

“Whne some of us mlghl like
‘the Fotest Service to obey some
components of the law and fgnore
_other componchis, that Is not an
opuon for lhem. said Infusipo.

“All pieces of the ecosystem
need to be there,” ssfd Thomas.
"*Old growth forests are dramatj-
cally decliping nlong with zhe
spccnes inthem'* '

- i
St
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: NORTHWE

Mr. Jack Ward Thomas il

Chief, U.S. Forest Service ELECTRIC

201 14th Street SW POWER &

Washington, D.C. 20250 CONSERVATION
| _ PLANNING

Dear Mr. Thomas: COUNCIL

Like many others, | have high expectations of your ability to reorder Forest Ted Hallock

Service priorities back to the ethics of conservation and long-term Angus Duncan

sustainability, for the benefit of both the nation’s forests and the people who Council Members

live in their midst.

More immediately, | need your attention and assistance in assuring
meaningful Forest Service support and funding in 1994 for watershed
recovery in the Grande Ronde sub-basin.

| am presuming that you and | share a particular interest in restoring to
health the Grande Ronde watershed where you lived for a good parnt of your
professional life; and in the success of a collaboration of local, state, tribal
and federal partners organized to that end.

The Grande Ronde Model Watershed was authorized by the salmon
recovery plan of the Northwest Power Planning Council, on which |
represent the State of Oregon. Local citizens, tribal leaders, county officials
and others have committed countless hours over the last two years to
developing watershed recovery strategies and projects that meet threshold
biological criteria, and are broadly supported by the community. The State
of Oregon has matched this local effort with a bipartisan State Watershed
Initiative and $10 million (divided between the Grande Ronde and South
Coast watersheds) in new State funding during hard fiscal times in Salem.

On January 19 of this year, | invited regional representatives of nine Federal
agencies, including the Forest Service, to meet with local, Tribal and State
representatives. The purpose was to secure Federal agency commitments
to work with these parties, coordinating agency activities and providing
project funding that reinforced our investments.

" Barbara Roberts
Govemor

At this meeting John Lowe informed us of a profoundly disturbing limitation
to his ability to cooperate. There would be, he said, little or no Forest
Service funding available for watershed projects in the Grande Ronde. All
his available funding for these purposes was slated for west side forests with
spotted owl impacts. :

620 SW 5th Avenue
Suite 1025 :
Portland, OR 97204
(503) 229-5171

- FAX (503) 229-5173



Mr. Thomas, the message our county and tribal people heard was: millions
for cleaning up an environmental train wreck, and nothing for taking the
initiative to prevent one.

| can't believe you want that message to stand. [ can’t believe President
Clinton and Vice-President Gore mean to send such messages. | know the
Congress doesn't mean for west side repair work to crowd out east side
prevention, especially an effort that already has communities, Tribes and the
State committed to a cooperative, long-term watershed recovery (see
attached colloquy language from Senator Hatfield).

Most of all, | rely on your intimate knowledge of the Grande Ronde, of its
importance to the Columbia Basin ecosystem (not only salmon), of the
determination and good will of the people who live there, and of the central
significance of the Forest Service that will make or break any effort to restore
the watershed. Sixty per cent of the land area, including critical headwater
areas, are under your jurisdiction. Any work we do in the privately-owned
bottomland is absolute hostage to Forest Service actions on the ridgelines
above. While Forest Service personnel have been active participants in
- ~Model Watershed planning efforts, Forest Service unwillingness to match

- State and local commitments at least in kind will seriously undermine two

- years of investment in foundation work and confidence building.

I don’t propose robbing west side watershed money. The needs there are

" no less because we have east side needs also.

| would like a commitment from you that John Lowe will have the flexibility to
- find at least a couple hundred thousand dollars in FY94 for watershed
recovery projects in the Grande Ronde. This can be on a match basis; the
State has already staked out its commitment.

| would like a commitment that the Forest Service will find additional
flexibility in its FY95 budget to support Grande Ronde efforts. We will seek
Senator Hatfield's assistance to assure that appropriations are sufficient to
fund such flexibility. And | would like a commitment that the Forest Service
will budget for Grande Ronde project work in FY96 and beyond. Thisis a
multi-year commitment for all of us. You understand better than most why
this has to be so.

And finally, | would like a commitment that the Forest Service will coordinate
its activities, including but not limited to project funding, in a manner that will
reinforce and complement the strategy and program adopted by the
community, the Tribes and the State. | believe John Lowe and Bob
Richmond (a member of the Grande Ronde Model Watershed Board) are so
disposed, but the commitment should come from the top as well.




S

The matenals are at hand in the Grande Ronde basin now for great gains, in
watershed health and in our all-too-rare ability to cooperate to that end; or
for frustration and eventual collapse of this collaboration.

| hope you will see your way to constructive intervention on our behal.

. Al

Angu$ Duncan
Memkber for Oregon

cc:  Governor Barbara Roberts
- Senator Mark Hatfield
Will Stell
Rollie Schmittens
John Howard, Chair, GRMWB
Tom Tuchman
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in mndlm mvueﬂ. Congistant with
the clear direction provided by the
Congress in the statament of managers,
Ilookto:'udtommpcwuonbyﬁu
Department to make these funds avail-
able . for’ tls Navajo transmission
pxoject. .

- Again, X t.ha.nk the disdnzuhhod sub-
committes chairman and al! the con-
ferees for their suppart for this impar-
tant initiative.

Mr. HATFIELD. In the Pacific North-
west, salmon that spawn {n the Snake
River and {ts tributaries are on the
Government’s endangered species list.
Petitions have been flled with Federal
fish and wildlife agencies to list two
other species: Salmon that spawn in

the mid-Columbia River and bull trout °

throughout their range in the Colum-
bia River Basin. .

Thess listings and pet!tlou empha-
size the importance of implementing &
comprehensive, basin wide program to
improve the survival of these runs at
every stage of the life cycle. The
Northwest . Power Plaaning Counoil—
the Council—adopted such a program
in December 1992 It is the strategy for
salmon, and it is part of the Columbia
River Bazin Fish and Wiidlife Program.
Recently, the Council completsd
amendments to the program that ad-
dress the needs of the resident fish
such as bull trout.

I am pleased to say that under the
Council’s program, the region bas mads
significant progress in rebullding de-
Dleted runs of salmon. It ts critical to
the recovery of theee salmon, and to

- our regional effort to improve the sur-
vival of all salmon runs in the Calum-
bia Baain, and that the obligations of
‘the Endangersd Species Act and the
Northwest Power Act bs met in a uni-
fled manner by the relevant State and
Federal agencies. These two Pederal
laws complement each cother. They
gshould not be seen as working at croes

purposes.

Mr. JOENSTON. It 1a heartening to
learn that progress apparently is being
made toward improving salmon sur-
vival in the Columbia Basin. Is there
any part of this eflort wheres coopern-
tion among. the relevant agencies will
be particularly important in ths fu-
ture? . -

Mr. HATFIELD. Cooperation in ali
areas of this effort—hydropower, habi-
tat, hatcheries, and harveat—is critical
to rebuilding the runs, but I am par
ticularly concerned about cooperation
among relevant agencies to improve
salmon habitat. In my State of Oregon,
ealmon in the Grande Ronde River are
among the threataned speciss of salm-
on that spawn in ths Bnaks River
Basin. Under the Council's salmon
strategy, the State of Oregon des-
ignated the Grande Ronde Basin a
mods] watarshed. The purposs of this
designation is to ensure callaborative
actions among local oitizsens, the State,
and Federal land and water agencies.
This is not s0 much a planning proceas
A% & way of doing business. Cooperative
habitat improvements already bave

been undertaken in partnerships be-
tween private landowners and govern-
ment agencies. These projects not only
improve conditions for salmon, but
often imprpve agricultural practices as
well. Controlling eroaion, for exampls,
can make farmland more productive
and also improve conditions for salmon
by nr:dudnx silt that flows into rivers.
v
serves to illustrats that local residents
and government agencies can-cooper-
ate to improve salmon survival. These
agencies {include ‘the USDA Porest
Bervice, Environmental Protection
Agency, Soll Conservation Service, Bu-

reat of Land Management, Bureau of
Reclamation, Bonneville Power Admin-

istration and the Btate of Oregon. As
the Appropriations Committee has pre-
viously indicated, Federal agencies are
expected to interpret their axisting au-
© therities and utilize avallable funds to
enable implementation of regional

salmon measures. 1 particularly want

t we
and pref-

these ncies to ors
8 t them to give X

erantial support to such colleborative

watershed recovery efforts. We wiah
them-to coordinate these watershed ef-

forta on Federa] lands with eflo o
ent private lands. They should le-

is only one example, but it

verage Foderal funds through joint ac-

ties
The Stats of Oregon is working hard

tn the Grands Ronde. The Governor's

Watershbed Enhancement Board is di-

recting Stats money—some $ million
in pew money—into this effort. A citi-

sen's committee has been estahblishea
to gulde work in the Grande Ronde
Basin, and Wallowa Oonnty even has
developed its own plan’'to improve wa-'

" tarshed conditions for salmon.

It appears that the salmon recovery .
effort has broad geperal support in
portheastern Oregon, and this is bot
the time for government cooperation in
this effort to falter. The relevant Fed- -
eral agancies need to continue working
cooperatively in the Grande Ronde, and
in other tributary basins where col-
laborative salmon restoration. efforts
are under way—particularly in the
Umatilla, Deschutes and John Day wa-
tersheds.

One of our highest priorities for
salmon habitat is to maintain ita quan-
tity and productivity. Much of the
salmon habitat in thess baxins is con-
trolled by Government agencies, but
much also is controlled by private
landowners. Therefors, it is essential
that public and privats landowners co-
operate in oomprehensive eéfforts to
mansge and improve salmon habitat
The Council's Btrategy for Salmon pro-
vides the mechanism for this collabora-
tion, and I look forward to the contin-
ved cooperation of Federal agencles to .
ensure full implementation of habitat
protections that t.ho strategy is fully
tmplemented.

1 thank the disungunhed chalrman
of the Energy and Watar Development
Appropriations Subcommittee for his
time and consideration of this iasue.



