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Western Council of Industrial Workers
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PORTLAND, C3REGON 97205

March 4, 1994

Katie McGinty (
Director, White House Office 

on Environmental Policy 
Old Executive Office Building, Room 360 
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Katie:

As a follow-up to our conversation this week regarding the 
closure of MichigaorCalifornia Lumber Company in Camino, 
California, I had promised send you the name of the person 
with the Department of Justice in San Francisco who I had spoken 
with back on August 12, 1993 regarding the sale of that property 
to Sierra Pacific Industries of California. The person’s name is 
John Cove, (415) 556-6300,

Also, you will find enclosed the Warren Act notice served by 
Michigan-California Lumber Company to us this week of their 
intent to close.

I am wondering if 1 could arrange to meet with you regarding this 
issue in Washington, D.C. on the March 15, 16 or the morning of 
the 17th. If you need any further information on this, please 
feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

WESTERN COUNCIL OF 
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS

MICHAEL DRAPER 
Executive Secretary

MD:pg
opeiu 11/afl-cio
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PjO. box 486 
Cammo, Colfomta 95709 

(916) 644-2371 (1 Few (976) 644-6205
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March 1/1994
Larry Robinacov PresidentRalpiiK^Doffi
Lumber Frod^on and InPofil Office ^ Industrial Workers, Local #2749
Camino, California 95709

CLOSURE OP THE CAMINO PAaLITY 

Gentlemen:

Camino fadUiy, It will not reopen in £he foreseeable future. Thcdosuie 
^^^aS^419W°° ” *® period May 1

j V • y uHurea noiaover worK as me dry Jdinfi, planerand sbiPI^ operations complete their tasks following dosvie of the 
ww^. 11& may be tftesul^ of further notice as &uired. The 
identity of the employees and the duration of their work will be 
determined under the terms of die conlract and our further discussions.

A list of affected employees and their Job classifications are attached. 

Sinceidy/

I HDdKlEL 
General Manager

cc: Mr. Mike Draper, WOW
Dedicated to 

Californio's Forrsty; 
for Froducta 

atKl ihfi 
tnvironmenL
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P.O. Box 486 
Cammo. cooforma 96709 

(W6) 644-2311 n Fox (916) 644-6205Lumbar Oorrpony

March 1,19M

Lany Robjnsoiv President
Lgcsl #2749Post Box 451Cemino, Celiii^ia ^709

Ralph Kdlogg;
of Industrial Workers 

Post OfAoe Box 215 
Standarct California 95S73
Gentlemen:

-4W, we an know how hard both the Union and fl»e Company have

successful.

communicate <
willbai^inw,-----
wife you in any waj

^whivolve^b search traiiwtg and employnu

Dtxik:<ited tu 
California's Fon-tits 

for PrcxJucts 
aixfthe 

FnviroiVTKinf..
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<1> *^^“^*^"SAN-CAUF0RN|A lumber CO.

March 1.1994
Laity Rohtnsoiv President
Pa^e2

Sincerely.

ii’ir.ryrrBH 
General Manager
cc; Mr, MOoe Draper, WOW
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P.O. Box 4$6
(9T6) 644-23l?S

March 1,19^

To each employee o^ Midugan Califoniia Lmnber Company

Camino*-^^ 
obstmctiofilst u»uig

lut down Of the

:Hon to allow 
These

supply 80UTCW. We attempted to put together a*^nsae^m to

"sS^^^ssattrcseszsainj.'siszassir.^.isf*^"^

and 
disrup!

*^^g^^ncen^g^i;^part 

uplfon, noTonly to your woiJt life but to your patmil uJlLoy life.

(>xlic<itedto 
Oiliforniei'a Fon^ta 

hrPrcxiua^ 
anci tlx} 

Fnvininmmtt.,
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Mm-aBAN-CAUFORMA LUIVIBBR CO.

March 1,1994
of Michigan California Lujnber Company

s5jpia»3Sr4tes,SsBSs,"~OMOtmto in connection with & sawS^ closure. I am

are availabk to provide prompt assistance to you or your family meml^xa. 

We are planning to adc representatives from flw Union and

ogetiier to make the best of

PETEHIMMBL
General Manager

cc; l£:Mr. MOb Drap^^dW
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Western Council of Industrial Workers
UNITED BROTHERHOOD OF CARPENTERS AND JOINERS OF AMERICA

[503) 23B-0235
FAX (503) 228-0345

^---PBf^LAND, OREGON 97205

March 4, 1994

Katie McGinty
Director, White House Office 

on Environmental Policy 
Old Executive Office Building, Room 
Washington, DC 20500

360

Dear Katie:

As a follow-up to our conversation this week regarding the 
closure of Michigan-California Lumber Company in Camino, 
California, I had promised to send you the name of the person 
with the Department of Justice in San Francisco who I had spoken 
with back on August 12, 1993 regarding the sale of that property 
to Sierra Pacific Industries of California. The person’s name is 
John Cove, (415) 556-6300.

Also, you will find enclosed the Warren Act notice served by 
Michigan-California Lumber Company to us this week of their 
intent to close.

I am wondering if I could arrange to meet with you regarding this 
issue in Washington, D.C. on the March 15, 1*^ or the morning of 
the 17th. If you need any further information on this, please 
feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

WESTERN COUNCIL OF 
INDUSTRIAL WORKERS

MICHAEL DRAPER 
Executive Secretary

MD:pg
opeiu 11/afl-cio



Lumber Ccampeny

P.O. Box 486 
Camlno. Callfomla 95709 

(916) 644-2311 □ Fax (916) 644*6205
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March 1,1994

1-ariy Robinson, President 
Ralph Kello^
Lumber Production and Industrial Workers, Local #2749 
Post Office Box 451 
Camino, California 95709

CLOSURE OF THE CAMINO FACILITY

Gentlemen:

Camino,
Camino facility. It will no't reopen in fhe foreseeable future. The closure 
will be accomplished on or about May 1,1994, or within the period May 1 
through May 14,1994.

The name and address of die site affected by this closure, as you 
know, is Michigan California Lumber Company, 3950 Carson Road, 
Camino, California.

nd shipping operations complete their tasks following the clos 
sawmill. T1& may be the sul^ect of further notice as required. The 
identity of the employees and the duration of their work will be 
determined under the terms of the contract and our further discussions.

A list of affected employees and their job classifications are attached.

If you desire further information, please contact the undersigned at telephone num^r (916) 644-2311.

Sincerely,

HIMMBL 
General Manager

cc: Mr. Mike Draper, WOW
Dedicated to 

California's Forests 
for Frcxkuls 

and the 
tnvironmeni.
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P.O. Box 486 
Cammo. California 96709 

(916) 644-2311 H Fax (916) 644-6205
Lumber Company

March 1,1994 

Tjariy Robinson, President
Lumber Production and Industrial Workers, Local #2749 
Post Office Box 451 
Camino, California 95709

Ralph Kellogg
Western Council of Industrial Workers 
Post Office 215 
Standard, California 95373

Gentlemen;

I believe we all know how hard both the Union and the Company have 
struggled to keep the Camino mill operating. The Company has invested 
approximately S30 million dollars since 1987 and over SIO million dollars since 
the sawmill fire occurred in March, 1991.

A few radical groups usii^ obstructionist legal technicalities have caused 
a virtual shut down of the Forest Service timber sale program. Employees, the 
local Union and the Company have made a joint effort to address the timber 
supply issue on a political level. It has been a struggle in which we have shared 
common goals and worked together in many ways. The loss of Forest Service 
timber has sealed our fate. We tried to avoid this outcome by seeking new timber 
supply sources. We attempted to put together a transaction to aUow operation of 
the sawmill in Camino under diftimnt ownership. These efforts were not 
successful.

We have reluctantly come to the decision to close the Camino facility on a 
permanent basis. Given the well documented timber supply crisis in this iWion, 
the decision probably will surprise no one.

Althou^ a formal WARN Act notice is being given, I wanted to 
communicate directly with you to explain the situation. The Company, of course, 
will bargain with the Union on the impact of the decision. We are eager to work 
witti you in any way we reasonably can. Some of the items which may be 
discussed in impact bargaining are severance pay to employees and Company 
paid continuation of health and welfare insurance for some period. On that score, 
there is one aspect of a possible package which we are willing to make available 
as soon as possible, without prmudice to whatever else may be worked out 
through impact bargaining. This involves job search training and employment 
assistance to displaced workers through Drake Beam Morin, Inc., the largest 
international firm providing these services. We will also actively look into the 
availability of federal dollars for job retraining. 1 hope you will agree that the 
sooner these services are made available, the better. We would like to offer these 
services to Union and management employees simulUneously. I'll call in the near 
future on this particular subject

Dcdictitcd iv 
Gilifornia *s Fores is 

for Prcxiucts 
and the 

Fnvironrnenl..
■y

I



<i^ MICHIGAN-CAUFORNIA LUMBER CO.

March 1,1994
Larry Robinsoiv President
Page 2

We would also be willing to meet informally as soon as possible to discuss 
layoff and bumping procedures under the contract in an effort to minimize 
employee uncertainty and possible future disagreement in individual cases.

Please give me a call at your convenience if you wish to meet for the 
purpose of bargaining on this subject. I will be happy to make arrangements for 
an initial meeting at a mutually convenient time.

Sincerely,

[ himmel
General Manager

cc: Mr, Mike Draper, WCIW
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cUumben Company

P.O. Box 486 
Camino, CaWornla 96709 

(916) 644-2311 □ Few (916) 644-6206

March 1,1994

To each employee of Michigan California Lumber Company

It is with great sadness that I am writing this letter to you. On behalf 
of myself and the Company, I want to communicate directly with you and 
your family.

The Omipany has reluctantly come to the decision to close the 
Cammo facility on a permanent basis. A few radical groups using 
obstructionist legal technicalities have caused a virtu^shut down of die

.m 1 --------------- Wl_ _ 1_____________________ . a

supply sources. We attempted to put together a transaction to allow 
operation of the sawmill in Camino under different ownership. These 
efforts were not successful.

I feel frustration, disappointment and especially anger about the 
forces that have brou^t us to this end. I think back over flie years since I 
came to Camino and T remember the constant changes that you were asked 
to make.

Over these past years, we have rebuilt the Company into a first Hahh 
operation with a very competitive work force. What is happening now is 
not your fault. It Is not the Union's fault nor is it due to a lack of 
investment or commitment from the ownership.

I want you to rightfully take pride in your contributions to the mill's 
successes. Widiout them, we would not have made it diis far. Regardless 
of how far I believe we have come, there is not an adequate timber supply 
for our sawmill. We cannot continue without a log source.

A copy of the formal notice we have given to the Union is attached 
to this letter. I am also attaching a copy of a letter which I am sending 
today to the local Union. We anticipate the date of the mill closure to be 
Mproximately May 1,1994, wifli some limited holdover employment as 
the diy kilns, planer and shipping departments complete their tasks. My 
letter to the Urdon states our wiUmgness to bargain concerning the impact 
of the mill closure and our desire to work cooperatively with the Union.

We have always been good community citizens. We xmderstand - 
and deeply regret - that the sawmill closure will cause significant 
disruption, not only to your work life but to your personal and family life.

Dedicated to 
California‘s fo/> 

forProdua^i 
and the 

Environment,
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MICHIC5AN--CAUFORNIA LUMBER CO.

March 1,1994
Employees of Michigan California Lumber Company 
Page 2

As most of you know, the Company offers an Employee Assistance 
Plan (EAP) as a part of your paid benefits package to provide counseling 
and consultation in connection with personal or hunily problems. These 
EAP cotmseloTS are available to pro^e counselixw and help with 
problems you may encounter in connection witii me sawmill closure. I am 
attaching summarization of the EAP services along with tiheir telephone 
hotline. The EAP counselors have been informed of tiie closure ana they 
are available to provide prompt assistance to you or your family members,

We are plarming to ask representatives from the Union and 
Company retirement plan to meet with employees in Camino during the 
next 60 days to explain retirement options.

While we work through interest of all will best be served by

it. I would like to end, if we must, wim the pride we should rightfulhr feel 
for what we have accomplished with this Company and with each other.

Sincerely,

PETEHIMMEL 
General Manager

cc: Mr, Lany Robinson, President, LPIW Local #2749Mr. Lany Kobinson, nresid 
Mr. Ralph Kellogg, WCIW 
Mr. Mike Draper, waw
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4> MICHIGAN^CAL.IFC3RNIA LUMBER CO.

EMPLOYEE ASSISTANCE PLAN

One of the most valuable benefit plans that is provided to you 
and for your family is the Michigan CaMomia Lumber Company 
Employee Assistance Plan. This plan, paid by the Company under 
your benefits package, provides you the foUovdng services that can 
be especially useful at this time:

Marriage- FAtnllv nr Relfttintiighip Counseling

Alcohol or Pru^ Abuse Counseling

Emotional. Personal or Stress Related Counseling

Cftnftultation
FinnnHftl r>r Credit Prohleni Assia^fln^p- 

Federal Tax Consultation and Representation

To Use the Employee Assistance Plan, you need to call 
Occupational Health Services (OHS) at the following toll free 
number for prompt attention:

800-227-1060

This telephone number is always available and can be used 
24 hours a day. 7 days a week to receive confidential service by a 
licensed and qualified counselor. All information is considered 
privileged ana you can be assured that contact with a counselor 
and any discussion or treatment will be afforded the maximum 
confidentiality permitted by law.

The benefits under the EAP me available to you, your lawful 
spouse and your unmarried, dependent children.

If you have any questions regarding the Employee Assistance 
Plan, eligibility requirements or with any other issue that needs 
prompt attention, please call Jim Salfen or Mamie Nevins in the 
Mich-Cal office at 644-2311,

Marehl. 19M



TEL NO Mar 23.94 12:32 P.Ol

Soda Mountain 

Wilderness Council
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TEL NO. Mar 23.94 12:32 P.02

Soda Mountain 

|| Wilderness Council
RQ Box 512 * Ashland. Oregon 97520

March 5, 1994

To: CLINTON FO|lEST PMN EXECUTIVE TEAM

Re; CHANGE BETWEEN FSE1$ A ROD
OR/CA BORDER: INTERSTATE 5 CONNECTION 
SISKIYOU PASS/PILOT ROCK/SODA MOUNTAIN 
INVIOLATE "RESERVE- DESIGNATION NEEDED

Cation 9 of both draft and final allocated this key, laigely ROADLESS CONNECTIVITY 
CORRIDOR as "Matrix.** When wc saw the DSEIS, we were sure this was an error -- and 
pointed it out in our commenis to the SElS team. The area was "Critical Habitat" in both ^ 
Thomas Report (4/90) and USFWS Recovery Plan (12/91). Most or all of the area was 
"Reserve" in every option hut OpUon 9. ALL the ROADLESS AREA wa.s "Reserve" in 
EVERY option but O^on 9.

With the strongest feeling and urgency wc rcSpoctfully request again that this area he 
given inviolate "Reserve" status before the ROD is signed.

Timber values in this area arc low (hence the roadlessness) but ecological values ate 
extremely high. This is a key connectivity corridor between the Cascade and Siskiyou 
Mountains - the most floristically diverse range in the western United States.

Because of the crucial but already strained and extremely narrow connectivity here, impacts 
to this corridor are geographically far reaching. This land bridge needs more than any 
temporary local deferrals the Medford BLM District may (or may not) offer it in the 
"Matrix." The FSEIS says clearly; "All land allocations except the matrix contribute to 
connectivity between Late-SuccessionaPReserves" (11 F-14).

USFS Area Ecologist for all of SW Oregon, Dr. Tom Atzet, is on record as saying, 
"Matrix in this area is the biggest problem with the Clinton Forest Plan in 
southwestern Oregon" (office 563/471^531, home 476-9397).

Former Oregon/Washington BLM Stole Director. Bill Luscher, wrote the Nat*I BLM 
Acting Director, "1 urge that this area be considered for reserve status to ensure that the 
biological diversity of this unique and irreplaceable ecosystem is mainlained"
(2/15/94),

Even the editor of the Medford Mail Tribune wrote, "Of all the places where Uie over­
reaching Clinton Plan reaches, one notable omission is Pilot Rock and (he proposed Soda 
Mountain Wilderness on the Oregon-Califomia border. The problem is that the plan 
doesn't extend any "forest reserve" protection to this area; it’s all part of the 

oommerclal forest base" (3/4/94, p. 12A).
(over)



TEL NO. Mar 23.94 12:33 P.03

Page 2, SISKIYOU PASS/PILOT ROCK/SODA MTN NEEDS "RESERVE" IN ROD

Oregon Oovemor Barbus Roberts mentioned only two places by name in her letter to 
President Clinton: "Some of the roadless areas in the matrix in the draft plan are considered 
special places ... and are highly controversial. Examples include portions of the South 
Kalmiopsis and Soda Mountain.... Reading in these areas should he reevaluated against 
other opportunities for harvest" (10/27/93, page 2 of 3 - contact Bob Warren, Forest 
Planning Team, S03/328-8127).

The specialness and controversy regarding roadlessness here should not be overlooked. The 
matrix corridor surrounds the 5,800 acre Soda Mountain BLM Wilderness (recommended) 
study Area. The roadless country here is part of the 30,000 acre plus citizen-supported 
Mountain Wilderness proposal. Based on twenty-six hearings statewide during the Oregon 
BLM Wilderness Review Process, Dave Harmon, Wilderness Studies Coordinator in the 
BLM WA/OR State Office ratted the Soda Mountain-Pilot Rock area to have "more 
support than any other wilderness proposal or WSA in the state" (503/280-7062).

Expressing the unanimous support of the Ashland City Council, Mayor Catherine Oolden 
wrote the SBIS team: "... the Ashland City Council supports the changes to Option 9 
recommertded by the Soda Mountain Wilderness Cknincil Board, which recommends that this 

area should be designated ... with boundaries as described in Option 1. The Reserve 
Area should also reflect the managem^t prescription as described in Option 1" (9/27/93).

Dr. Stephen Cross, Mammalogist (503/482-8380), and Dr. Prank Lang, Botanist 
(503/482-5235) both of the Department of Biology, Southern Oregon State College, both 
"fully support ‘Reserve’ allocation" for the area.

The BLM now claims they will manage this largely roadless, key connex^tivity corridor in the 
matrix as a "Special Emphasis Area" with a 10 yeai deferred cut and 150 year rotation in 
their upcoming Resource Management Plan. We ty^M^late their recent temporary but local 
recognition of the area’s values - de.spite the fact tfiat the FSEIS says matrix is the only 
Forest Plan allocation that does not contribute to connectivity (II F-14).

However, because of the significant greater-than-local ecological value of the connectivity 
here between die Cascades and outstandingly biodiverse Siskiyous - and because of the 
extremely high value placed on this area as a roadless wilderness proposal by so many 
Oregonians (and Californians) - this area needs the maximum protection possible in the 
Clinton Forest Plan.

The Soda Mountain Wilderness Council, the Siskiyou Regional Education Project, 
Headwaters, the Rogue Group Sierra Club, and many other forest advocacy groups -- alimg 
with the persons above - urge you to PUT THE SODA MOUNTAIN/PILOT ROCK/ 
SISKIYOU PASS matrix area in inviolate RESERVE before the ROD is signed.

Most sincerely,

Dave Willis, Board
Soda Mountain Wilderness Council
Siskiyou Regional Education Project

50.3/482 0526,482-2307, FAX 482-8660 

(In DC March 7-11 < t 7> via 797-6842)
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Opinion
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March 21, 1994 

To;

TEL NO. Mar 23,94 12:35 P.05

LITTLEFOOT

Mike Penfold 
Assistant Director, BLN 
FAX 202/208-S902

From; Dave WllUs 503/462-0526, -2307 FAX 603/482-8660 

Re: Soda Mountain & Current ROD Draft

Dear Mike,

To write Soda Mountain off (as I understand It has been written 
off) as merely a special botanical area not needed to achieve the 
underlying purpose and need of LSRs le dlsinformatlonal Jive,

connectivity, connectivity, connectivity. This area le crucial 
far beyond its immediate locale. Mentioning It In the ROD 
without requiring the Medford District to do anything does 
nothing for the area. Under current management, putting this 
area In Medford District BLM matrix Is like using a van oogh for 
a rifle range target.

LSR protection Is not "special" protection -- especially when 
adding reserve acres Is clearly part of this overall process.
And if Alternative 1 standards and guidelines are considered 
“special," then "regular" Option 9 LSR is certainly far better 
than the current matrix allocation for this area and can hardly 
be considered “epeclal."

Who is blocking this simple boundary change and why? 1 can't 
believe their motives are baaed on either good eclence or good 
politics.

I’m sorry. 1 know you're extremely buey with BLM reorganization 
hassles. But I'm extremely concerned about what I hear le (not) 
going on with Soda Mountain In the evolving ROD.

Please — can we talk?

Frustrated,

Dave WllllS 603/482-2307, 482-0626 FAX 603/482-8660

PEC?I’LE TKire EOK WILDEKNESS • WILDERNESS TRIPS FOR PEOPLE 
15187 GreensprinRB Highway ■ Ashland, Oregon 97520 • (503) 462-2307,482-0526 

WASHINGTON • OREGON • CALIFORNIA
PrinttNl on iwyi'lpd pjipnr.



TEL NO. Mar 23,94 12:35 P.06

L I T T L E F O CO O T
March 22, 1994 

To: Mike Pentold 
Assistant Director, BLM 
FAX 202/208-S902

Prom: Dave WUlis 503/482-0626, -2307 FAX 603/482-8660 

Re: USFS Ecologist’s Report — Soda Mountaln/ROD

COVER FOR 3 FAQKS TO FOLLOW 

Dear Mike,
I have never seen this USFS Area Ecologist, normally mellow and 
concerned only with geologic time, so concerned about a piece of 
land and Its allocation. This is the USFS Area Ecologist for all 
three national forests In SW Oregon. He bobs a bigger picture 
than a BLM Medford District Manager might — and is concerned 
about key connections between those national forosts (and the 
bioreglons they represent) that may be on BLM land.

Please especially see his note at the top (written today) of his 
3/3/94 letter to me about ecological significance: "The 8oda
Mountain area is more than just botanically Interesting, it is an 
Important link for migration, dispersion, and the process of 
evolution in the northwest. In the short term, there would bo 
loss risk for the area as a L8R."

"Short term" usually has to do with a geologic context of time In 
Tom Atzet's vernacular. Also see paragraph 3 — "central 
significance" and "hingepoint" (Whittaker).

The FSEIS says, "All land allocations except the matrix 
contribute to connectivity between Late-fiuccesslonal-Reserves"
(11 F-14). So how does the current matrix allocation here meet 
underlying purpose and need?

Why so much resistance to LSR for this small, low-timber-value 
area of such extremely high ecological significance?

Again, Mike -- eorry to be back at you with more. But, not 
hearing from you, I can only imagine what others are telling you 
based on what 1 hear is now In the ROD. LSR for this area seems 
so simple — and eo important. I continue to be baffled by the 
difficulty.

Thanke, again --

Dave Willis 503/482-0626, 462-2307 FAX 603/482-8660
PnOPlTi TRIPS FOR WH.DERNFSS • WII.DFRNnSS TRIPS FOR PHOPI.F, 

15187 Grccnspriixgs Highway • Ashland, Oregon 97520 • (508) 482-2307,482-^)526 
WASHINGTON • OREGON ■ CAUFORNIA

Plinicd on recycted paper.



TEL NO. Mar 23.94 12:36 P.07

FAX COVER PAGE

Date! Tue Mar 22 12:41:00 GMT 1994

Dastination Faxi 

From!

Subject:

tl 503 482 8660

HihB 1 f ewa/S=T. ATZET/OU1-R06F11A

note on top

Number of pages: 3
(including cover page(8))

UA-Message ID:

Addressed To;

faxl503-482-8660

C-MHBXKP

This document was transmitted by AT&T EasvLiifik Services 
Call l-80b-MAIL672 in the USA or +1 314 770 1610 
outside of the USA for Information on AT&T MailFax



TEL NO. Mar 23,94 12:36 P.08

Ju.t a not. to Ih. S^. Mtn i. «o« th.n Ju.t^
iffn t!:.*niKUf t>,.kwo^^«ij^.»g^

the area &b a LSR<

United States 
Department of 
Agrioulture

Forest
Service

Siskiyou
National
Forest

R.ply toi Eoo»y«t.B in«n«99m.nt 

Subjectt Information on Sod. Mtn/Pilot Rock are.

ToI Dave Willis

200 NE Greenfield Road 
PO Box 440Grants PasS/ OR 97526-0242 

Datol March 3, 1994

Dear Mr, Willis,
Thank you for your r.qu..t for Infomation. W. appraclat. your int.raat in 
,o«y.t.m manasamant and th. «.l£ar» of all opeci...
rlr.t, .“di»d'‘it^iitM.lvalyf°Mj «^inM ill!at«°to'^tha «af lH°|.n»ral

Sill S ty.°S!r.th Bi«.|ion. sacond y bacaua. trma ifiScfia^“of.?lia*
pibiicf fxi^ak^nbia, information, untaintad by

advooy.

been a n£ -central Rianificaiice'' to th© northwest: nSrSay icff. rS«tif,^prac.’lof®§5;Hiyt?S^^ biora,iona. The 

Pilot Rock area is a "hingepoinf or connection.

S^nge'jt'jSiin^^irS j;tent!^%r:^ldinfnor?r/soS?Kato^^
their eastern end, they the Cascade backbone^which jjjjjjy^jth^the
California Sierra range south o. eievational band. Both Axefrod and
Sifllif haif ™tid in°?hirhiih alivation oontinuum « f
fiw cl:iifo;iirwiXp«i«'io mi,ri?i in?i tha Rogu, Vall.y whan 

temperatures were higher.

iiir-iais f iw"if ^ifii,"of:ai?iiyaT«i%iy45df ip^siy

the Klamath River.

i-ifiii? liffhfhiif if t«Slf °>“lartr*'
Bifacion (Siakiyou Hountaina) ia alao a tranaition botuean tha northarn
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Temperate- foreete and the Mediterranean foreets of California* Aa auch^ they 
contain elements of both zones and unique endemics.

Page 2
The preceding discussion should give some indication of the area's role in 
migration, species evolution, and adaptation. A quantitative evaluation of the 
significance of the Pilot Rock hingepoint would be impossible. Long-term 
studies would be required. Axelrod and Detling used toBsils as evidence for 
their estimations.
My concern about these connections dates to well before the **Gang of Four" work, 
where I emphasized process, not structure, as the more important ecosystem 
need. Both Axelrod and Detling make a compelling argument for migration across 
the hingepoint of the "H" crossbar, a process that allows adaptation, evolution, 
and dispersal. Late Serai Reserves were designed to provide structure and^ 
connectivity for such processes, matrix was not; but there is flexibility in how 
its managed.
I have worked with the BLM on designing reserves during the "Gang of Four" 
effort and again during the delineation of the Reserves for the Presidents 
Plans. We have talked about the "hingepointe" and their importance. Mike Lunn 
and Dave Jones have communicated specifically about the Pilot Rock area. The 
District is aware of the area's values. They designated it the Siskiyou/Cascade 
Special Ecological Management Area. Rob Lewis, Medford District ecologist, and 
I have shared ideas on how the area could bo managed for connectivity with a 
matrix designation, if Specific guidelines were met. The difference between the 
two designations is a matter of short-term relative risk. In the long run we 
have to learn to work with the total ecosystem and it procossos. Human 
populations will continue to affect all the land regardless of the designations. 
The Presidente Plan is a interim oorretive measure giving us time to progress to 
a prevention/maintenance mode with equal opportunity for all species.

Regardless of what decisions are made in the ROD, I feel the best course of 
action is to continue to communicate with all partners your thoughts about the 
management needs of the area.

Thanks for your interest.

Sincerely,

Thomas Atzet 
Area Ecologist 
Southwest Oregon Area
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»
Soda Mountain 

Wilderness Council
RQ Box 512 • Ashland. Oregon 97520

Data I 

TO I

From I 

Re:
Dean —

March 15, 1994
Dean Blblee, OR/HA BLM State Director 
RhoneI (S03) 280-7024 Faxt (503) 260-7308
Dave Willie, (202) 797-6652 Fax* (202) 797-6646
Language for soda Mountain ROD Paragraph

Dave Harmon left a fneeeage on my machine yeeterday — apparently shortly after you and l 
spoke on the phone — requesting copies of the language 1 gave Mika Penfold for the ROD.
Here they are. Three vereione'and a variation. Boundaries are the same for all. What 
differs are standards and guidelines for managementt
Draft 1.1 Prescribes Alternative 1 (inviolate reserve) standards and guidelines for the 
entire area.
Draft 1.2 includes no language at all about standards and guidelines, making the area a 
reserve like the rest of the Option 9 reserves.
Draft 1.3 Prescribes Alternative 1 standards and guideiinea east of 1-5 only to give 
Congrase the beet chance of protecting the wilderness proposal outside the H8A.
Draft 1.3a Is the aaina as Draft 1.3, but with "Concern* language front-loaded to help the 
paragraph fit in the "Concerns/Responees" section of the ROD, Should the sets toam so choose 
to place it there.
As 1 told you on the phone, Mike asked ms lay preference. 1 told him Draft 1.1 was strongest, 
1,2 was weakest, and i preferred 1.3 as a good compromise to protect congressional wilderness 
designation options for our proposal east of 1-5, while ehowing more management flexibility 
on the non-wilderness proposal lands west of i-S. x gave him all three drafts at the same 
time “ following up with Draft 1.3a after learning more about the ROD format.
Thanks for making clear your own position of supporting boundary changes in the F6E16 for 
this land bridge (switching matrix to reserve), but not supporting changes in standards and 
guidelines for the area that would make management here more restrictive than other LSRs in 
Option 9.
Though the Soda Mountain wilderness council and its many supporters still and strongly prefer 
Alternative 1 standards and guidelines for the wildernese proposal lends east of 1-6, reserve 
designation hers (even if not inviolate) is vastly better than matrix and we thank you 
sincerely for your support of LSR for the Soda Mountaln/Pllot Rock/Slskiyou Pass connsoting 
corridor between the cascades and Klsmath/Siskiyous.
Please continue to contact me as needed. 1 want to keep open lines of communication. 
Appreciatively,

Dave Willis, Board
Soda Mountain Wilderness Council

cc: Hike Penfold
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Soda Mountain 

p. Wilderness Council
RO. Box 512 • Ashland, Oregon 97520

Date:

To;

From:

Re;

March 14, idd4 a.m.

Mike Penfold, Aesietant Director 
BUf
Phone: 208-4896, Fax: 208-5010

■ DAVE WILLIS
Dave Willis, Board 15187 Ortannxinot Hwy.
Soda Mountain Wilderness council ^
Siskiyou Regional Education Project ($03) 482^0526,482-2307
D.G. (NWF) Phone: 797-6652, Fax 797-6646

LAX 503/482-8660

"Concern/Response" Contexualised ROD Language 
soda Mountain/Pilot Rock/Siskiyou Pass

Mike -
Based on what I have learned about the format of the ROD and your comment 
Friday afternoon about the place to deal with this perhaps being the 
«Concern6/Responsea« section of the ROD — here's some "Concen" language. 
(The "Response" language is identical to my preferred Draft 1,3 given to 
you Friday. Procodurally, Draft l.l [strongestJ or 1.2 [weakest] could 
just as easily be substituted) .

language for forest plan ROD — SODA MOUNTAIN PARAGRAPH 

Draft 1.3a (1.3 with "Concern" Language)
"Concern: Whether adequate provision for ecological connectivity between 

the Cascade and Klamath/Siskiyou Mountains made.
"Response; This Record of Decision amends the FSEIS preferred eltornatlve 
land allocations In the Soda Mountain/Pilot Rock/Siskiyou Pass connectivity 
corridor along the Oregon/California border to preserve the area's inter- 
regionally unique and valuable ecological systems. This area includes the 
BLM recommended Soda Mountain Wilderness Study Area (WSA). All FSEIS 
preferred alternative BLM matrix lands west of the Jenny Creek Key 
Watershed, east of the Ashland watershed Late-successional Reserve, and 
north of the California/Oregon border for a distance of 5 miles — and any 
private lands within these boundaries which the BLM acquires subsequent to 
this BOD — are now allocated to Late-Succossional Reserve. Matrix 
allocations and subsequent BLM acquisitions this ROD changes to Late- 
Successional Reserve east of interstate-5 in the area described above are 
to be managed according FSEIS Alternative 1 standards and guidelines.
Should Congress choose not to include the Soda Mountain WSA in the National 
Wilderness Preservation System, the WSA shall convert to Late-Sucoesslonal 
Reserve with FSEIS Alternative 1 standards and guidelines when released by 
Congress from wsA status."
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P.O. Box 603 Georgetown, CA 95634 
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comments; /-AAv^tcr

It is important that you and your boss see the article from 
the Sacramento Business Journal regarding the pending closure of 
the Michigan - California Lumber Company, Inc.’s mill in Cainino, 
CA.

Political opportunists are attempting to use the mill 
closure as an excuse to gut Federal environmental laws. It is 
important that you and your boss see the Sacramento Business 
Journal’s article to fully understand the reasons behind the 
mill’s closure.

Thank you for your kind assistance, and for your continued 
attention to the needs of our precious California forests.

Sincerely,
a

Craig Thomas, Secretary
Thomas P. Infusino, General Counsel
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Michigan-Califomia: Anatom^
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By LYNNCRAEBNER
Since Michig:a]>Ca]ifornia Lumber Co.

announced two wefo agfo that tt win dose
1^05-yestr-oW mill b CanuDo, idEng 280 
^ooTKers and devastatiag a comnumify, 
K^KCTS have been marchmg in the streets; 
ofPilacenifle.
^ Whiie most of their anger has been 
loccsed against amranmeotalists who 
IMshed for fodc:^ poSdes to protect for 
ot^ scant attention bos been paid to the
bosiness deciaons that ted to the death of
OentiO.

Environmental policies have bdeed 
pfayed a major role b the mffl’s demise 

But the mSTs firte was equally affected 
by Michigan-CaKfomia’s own fatal miscal­
culations about the effect those policies 
w^d have on its abibty to obtab timber 
from the national forest 

^ an aggres^apansion over the last 
decade, ^Michigan-C^ifomia more than 
doubted its mill capacity. It was an attempt 
to become more efficient in order to corn­
ice for a dwbdEng timber supply. But 
the mjR s gronwth has meant the mill s 
death.

'■J'.

WM Vm-

During the same time, however, the 
rain came to rely more and more on fed­
eral timber, and less and less on timber 
from its own 75,000 acres. By 1993, the 
mill had roughly tripled its reliance on 
national forests.

And yet, throughout the company's 
expansion, the writing was on the wait 
Hie amount of timber available from the 

■ satioiia) forest was shrinking rapidlv.
As as 1985, the U.S, Forest Service

had said that 37 percent less timber was 
gewg to be made ava2abte to privale biii- 
ber companies, due to concerns about 
herbicide use, cte^lr<u^tit^g and protection 
of endangered species.

"Sy 1985 people could project from our 
long-range plans wdiat the yiekl on the for 
est wmdd be,*" said Hariey Greiman, tegis- 
latrve liaison for the U.S. Forest Service bi 
California. "It was clear that we were 

I gwig to reduce total yield to about 1.1 bit-
I V* «a " « — . w as/vui A.l Ulf-Hi >— ->»■■,■ IIIIIMI w.------KfenaanmHHl ^ board-feet from 1.75 bflHoo. Some of

*fich)par>-Caf ffotnte Uimber's mfscatetjlattons helped lead to thought it would go below that”
ihedemtseofttsloS-yeer-okJmmfnCarmoe Today, the Forest Service says it can

1 • board fret a vear - one shift a dav supplj’no more ^ 80 milfion boardfect
Mich gathCal invested more than $30 roughly die amount of wood lliat OTjlrl be RJih^ • . from the Eteorado National Forest Michi-

i^icn to retool. Back in 1985, before the harvested from the companv's cra-n 75 000 trmwT, v i'v«i ' n ^ ^^pacity had gan-CafifotTiia says it can produce only 
retoolmg began, the mill could process acres of private land, mi workeS otrtk .hiZ working about 30 million board-feet from its own

---------- '■■ -------—-----—-------------------------------------------- '■ Fte*wtim!t<ipafreZ^
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in &ce of dwindling supples
® SliUX"'"'" rKC„,"!KX"^ £V,.‘S‘“ "'■ ■'“■“■ ....
ciiHy If jv«i the mill without the optlJm of pViI. "' lo ” ... l.______  . . Ittii (o It Inumber.
'^^OOter npttate with Juet one ililft,
Ctittlpiiichi duiing Ilid last decsde lo han­
dle (he smaller logs that evewone knew 
were *oing to fee coming off the national 
forests. But they darm nol to have 
expanded capacity nearly as much as 
Michigan Caljfjmij did.

Nor did they increase rellanre on ptihllc 
timber. Georgla Pacilic Cerp., owr’.rr of a 
large mtll In .Amador County, now gets up 
to Tp percent of its timter from Its own 
land. Ukcwtw, Sierra t’aclSc — an Ore- 
gon company willi nine mills that IHf J to 
buy Michigan California In i recently 
failed merger — I,AS Cut Its reliance on 
national forests to 15 percent of its log 
supply.

Mlchlgan Callfo.iila rcptesenlatlves say 
the company decs not plan to file bank- 
riiptcy. "ft could be good business for 
them to go with Just being a timber grow­
er. rather than a ilrn'icr miller," said Grcl- 
man of the forest Service. "Cfesrly,' 
there's tremendous demand, and (hose 
trees are wo:ih »lot of money."

The mill, however. wlU bn eiosed »nd 
P-JMlbly dlsmanUed. In edditlofl lo the 2«0 
mill workers who will be kite J. more than 
"W emptoyoeo of companies tliat contract 
'vnh the mill are joopardiwl, .Many small 
service compariee - from resuurtnis to 
repair ahiips — are worried about their 
business. And local governments a.nd 
Schools fear tiiey will lose federaf timber

her, Hlininrl salt). ,"xy mey were reinvest
The ownets kept Investing In the wm 

^<iy and ll wue ju-ft aloui )o mAke touK 
acceiit refuma when the federal
•IJM.I.. __J hi-...-.. .

EtS,S3
tfwlr wee hut tliey rc not c»^mprornlfir}ff.
&T:fl tK*wVA Uwl«1ai(n,s

Hon beard-feet from its own land. Tlie 
cxppn.slon meant It would need 70 million 
boarrt.fcel from other sources -- mosl of l| 
from lire n.itlonaf forests.

In 1989, the Forest Serri.,o Issued a 10- 
year-management plan for the Kklarado 
Nationaf Ffacst. projecting an .svtragc of 
Mb million boariffcet a year over a 
year perio-1 could be put up fur sale. IVfiife 
that gave MicMganCnlifcmia cause for 
optirttlsm. H was neverthnk-ss Jowti from 
eveu of approximately ICO million board- 
feet m prewlou.syeaf,.

In hindsight, the owner, would have 
never reopened the mill after the lire If 
they had realised how diffleutt It would be 
to obtiln log,, said Don Montgorrrerj, 
thk-f otxrating officer for Umber Prod­
ucts Sales Cotp. Inc, The Springlleld.
Ure., Smr s principal owner. Joe CenycB. 
fa mansgmg general pottner In tire part-

-K.V.—nershtp Ilrat owns Michlgaa-Caltfomta. ------u, „,v .„uf^ m.o
Regiortvddc, the Forest Service by 1S85 Gonyea was unavailable fcr eonitiient Orelmsn of ilie Forest Service, "We rt

was prrdicitng « decline In avsilabllity of “P‘«P>c In the Industry tend to be opfi- ?®’"8 >'*''« '9 om what ourexpccia-
federal timber in California from 1.75 bil- '”'***•" Montgomery wid, dot'* are, In terms of what tonwodities
Iron bo.onj feet to t.l billion or 1,2 billion . «opened, It was Ifi a posh ** “ltd will pj^jee."
board-feet. Crelrtian s*kJ. That's up to a 37 r.iaking some decent money,
percent projected drop In federal timber at ""'[soifcry Mid.
l!)r tlni« M(rh^ajin.r*lifAmta W.SO I.U..IU. Glrcr mHU In the Sierra have tnveitcd

In Iniproveiiionta over the last decade to 
ntoie efficient, said R,on Monk, 

chief forester for Georgia-Pacific Corp., 
which owns a mil! In Martel, near Jaekwn 
In A-maiJor County. But Monk said h!s 
own comp.iny's Improvements have not 
eotne close lo doubling production.

“In the last deeade we've stayed pretty 
steady. Monk Mk'. Georgia-Pacific pro-

d«revenues ' ...................... «'« «'mi«tl- *'“**?. "'Hi'®'* board-feet
Th.e coitipspy however la still orrnr ‘'nff wtt're in the The company gets 60 pereetit to
jr.t coitipany. iwwet er. It still profit- n,Wd|« of It," Hiramel said, ^ h" limber off its w land

Prior to hlgtoiva), ItinmicI said, MIchF depends on federal and private land everyone would have been out of 
g^-Califomla was rarely S'utccesful bid- It Is acdvely buying logs from Now. he told, the very steps
ding on ihe f Morado. Increasing the slie laildownen and fi b^Bg to *he mill had to take to list as long ss It did
of ^e mill nol only made it a more com- **•'* ff®fn federal limber. Monk •»« In undoing, "You're damned
petltlve bidder. It put It in an cconontic , *'T?u do and you're damned If you don't."
position to Mo ott <h«bcr ^irthor away Likewise, 51ma Pacific lndustHc5, an P*^®^Mlchl^n*Callfofnla‘adAfT.nalJwi

fini) that operates nine mills and «nrebyfire, 
has become the largest private ihtiberland had 10,000 acres of your-g-gF.wth
owner in Catiforms, has decreased Its — ■-- “- - ■ -

urep in leaerei timber at the time Michtgsn-Califomla was Implc^ 
mentitig Improvements to double Its 
capocity.
^though Mlchlgan-Cslifomls wi, alto 

bidding on timber sates In the Tahoe and 
Stanislaus national forests, the mill 
expejried to get i large portion of its tim- 
ber from the Eldorado, said Rex Daum 
back, ember manageriient offleer for the 
Eldofs.lo Natlonsl Forest.

"We expected to be t!ie most comiietl- 
''l Cn the Eldorado) since we're ie the

nlddle of It," Hiramel said,
Prior 10 his soivil. HtnmicI said. Mlchk f"*’

I-4SS ______ ... . t ...... feni*

from the mill, he said.
Meanwhile, about 1.5 million boarJ-feet

Mie revenues, 
nbfo

"We're not a falling company In any 
economic sense of the word," said general 
manager Pete Hlmmel,

AdedsIotHogrwv 
Hlmmel came on boatvf In 1986 lo over­

see the mlH'i exjinnslon He now j, over-

.K.7:;ri=;ir7;i;rs'?,s'that milled large old-grottth timber, With tlmojl all of It "bug Idll" -- trees tlAmageri
environmental efforla to protect large, old- by the drought *
giowth trees, the company deckled to And In 1990, more wrWng was on tk 
replace one maelilne with a sawto process wall that federal timber sales would be 
small logs, But bemuse the rest of the mill smaller, as the Forest Service ra«vc-d to
a bonlen^k TOuIld * **«’"’< cl«>H'’Oinlng,
Jn '86 when HImrnel came, a planning On Eastcr*^ivr^^^Qi'°i'i|-A .# Michigan Calitoiola has never'been a 

phase was we under way to gradually unZermlned origin con on ;/ HV/ -Tlte owners h^e nJ
upgrade the milt Ihrotigh yearly Irr.grcve- cent of Ihe mil ftwr tnefodlne ih! rt™ 'd *1^ TesT*.”
menta so as net to have to shut It down, u!.i •''c two Mottlsorncrv sjkl. ' ^

and they're wfoiitng
"Mlchlgan-Callfofnts msdo a deelstnn to 

ncrease its ir.Ul CEpaclty 10 a level that was 
mappro|,)rla;e for the market.* Countercil 
Erin Noel, director of forest Aleit, »n 
envlronraenlalist organUatlon In Nt-vad.-i 
County.

"I don't dil.nk iho general public under- 
stands the compknity of Uw Issues," wid 
Grelman of the Forest Service, "We rt

MW Idiiu win^rgu'jcc.Moro fire, FTC hem, poUution w-oes 
We Invest^ In the plant over the yean 

In ^ood faith based on timber harvest lev­
els, Hlmme? said.

By 1992. Mlchlgan-CslI/ornls was 
rsnkrt die I8th largest mill In the nation, 
by volume, accoiding to an Industry publi- 
ettJon. Even after the dear-cutting oollcy 
was Issued In J990, (he mil) befiered h wss 
on the right pjih Mansgement thought 
the mill had to be bigger and better than 
the wy down the street to compete.

Himmell believes that If the company 
hadn't made decisions to expand, “It 
would have closed five or sU years ago 
and everyone would have been out of

,7V nvi 'V |;*>C W «OU« K UOWn,m company planned to becon:® bigger 
end more efflckrif to better compete for 
ifderiil tfniber.

In l$S7 eqult-meiit was added |o p-o- 
CVS* the stnaUci- logs foster. Tile mill

Montgomery sakj.
11 was4criticalhiniingpol.it, 1, Thai Infomwtion
"Rlfilii after the fire, uJere was a lot of iV™, / ‘.ptvuito thgf Uic itiiH wotiltl fteva be In S

reo«‘ncH." said Duane Ncljon ofthe For- “..tT... 
est Service's rcgloiiat lien.Itpi.iitors in

iirej iiBu vvivwBircsoiyour.g-giTiViin--..y., ,,, naj oEcresseo us plantation* near fee House reservoir Ihst
dcfienderice on federal supplies. More *«« «Rllng of i^,“ said Nelson of the
than a decade ago the company pur* Service. "The trees wouldn’t be
chased 50 percent of Its trees from for harvest for anolhier 15 years, but 
tiabonal forests. Now it's mere fike 15 pen Mkh-Cal was really coiinllng on that for
Cent, sold Ed Murphy, luv»niofy forester *he future." 
foMhecompany. That 10.000 acre* burned up in the

Montgomery of Timber Product* Sales monstroue Clevelind forest (Ire of1992. 
s^d Mlchlgan-Califoiola has never been 1 l*»t year, Michtgan-Catlfomla began to

’ ....... ' ‘ ■ negotiate a sale to the largest tinier com-
^ny In the stale. Slerrt J'aclflc Jr,^st:ks, 
Sierra Pacific ewna private timber land 
near the mill and had a better chance of

Kalhlene VVsK Peek. fjtfithVr rerurned
cnils. A iMifif I4 M c JnvrAtmcnl Cmup,

.vw«s S..V tsfu qnv Hpy « vTuri AnoTisC 01I wood au|ip!y Him,met u!<}-

rffiWftfiRCYTrtpmpituNilixB*''' 
"They (Michigan-Califomls) backed out
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WUKO*MA»CHti,l»H
Itit bUIBICMjOi.'V^AI

ivucmgan-caUomia cut down by buzzsaw of changing market
SSHSS ‘Sc^nr:"'

2fj *.r.«:cME fr.<; acre crj&Kesicra&ss.'V.g SrPrf“F-"'"-you MU t de the deel/' be »*ld. He said the Forest Setvke ha, logged !«vm mere tliiui 70 ^rtenuKo^iw J "dkal env roomeutalU;^
Another polentJalfy largo ejrpense ha, than 85 pencmt of the original oid- million boanhfeet, that It h«, to buv from »Ree prirale iduber land, he said,

b^n lowtiifig larger on the horUon for foreat In the Sierra. WeitationiJforettorpHvaillald ^^tewabiioathearthrgunjewlvellnp.'
Michigan Callfonila, Spotted-owl policy plu, the end of MIchlgan-Callfoniu can cro^'urr nnh, k*^ •* «*pccted to

TheniaivtolatcaalremlMlonslandurda. Unusuilty large "bug kilr timber Mlea on 30 milllo^ tn .lt mtro^cd demanding a 3«Moot

According to one well placed sanrce »W 1-73 billion board-feef, This year, 7S Ran, ate to mothball the mill and con I?! v, lh j j /
wth the Miinty, Michlgan-CallfomU wa, million board-feef are expected to bo »!d Untto to manage and aeH kg, off Mlchh ^
locking at the wed to foveK roifliona In a out of the fiMorado forcM, les, llian half gan Callfornla^ 75.800 acre, of priiate llrl KinS •
eogenetitlon plant. By luniln^ "bloitiate" We 162 million board-feet aold last year, l»nd, ,,dd Hcnty Alden the comwnr', Tbotnia of FAV/N.
forest waste nto energy, the Company *"d81 million board-feet are projecietl for <^hleffof«,ter. Alden Midtbecot^y,^ v^i ^ f k^Vw *"d m

.SsSKcSirtiStii'si;; ».M£.'ir«KiS5; 3,S' *-■foeted by forest byoroducia. The plant •’'salable two year, ago. and I, projected to a?tng Weir land ba«,'aald Nelson of the TO, wmmtr a

Es=*ss“ -—■“=-■-= ¥z=srr: £1#““—and 120 million. Bm there didn’t «e.n to *at, were available for Umber hardest. «imeilmc In ll’.e foX bu?o^e« Lb- Tl
tK> an adffluate aunply of Umber to guar- Today k», than 3 niltUon acre, are avaih ably would get onty abewt 10 wuro^d e r, , ’ u
anteefoel/ortliepK;.t.lllrnmel«id*TOe able, Crelman^id. ‘ M»fg rev X ated 1^ M Wo!
.Itemadve w», to apend about II million « enc* you «Srt to ^Tl( ,«rt Wie more of • aoeW laaue than a sci-
---------------------------------

torn IliM Ifl Wi.” Cmim&n <uV4

-Iiwaaiiauii. iraia aw a^lfUon pilluflon conirot e«hJlpmeiiL 
Tlmbor ■«)«• »usp«Ttd«il 

In the 1P80* MtcWg»n-C»a/omIa rccog 
nlied die ConitralnU on.hametfog Urge 
logo from ohi growth forem, bm Baom- 
baelt Wd no one leelly had ih* foreelgbt 
to tee that even harveating at «naSer hw,
would be ac wvetly affected.

"Nobody foresaw the effect of the (Call- 
tomU Spotted Owl) report and the polllh 
«al change that haa taktn plwce In th* Uat
couple yeart." he said.

'Hie California Spotted Owt i^„ wee 
I,wed fo 1993, In Jamiaiy of tlM year the 
Fo«H Service adopted lat«rtm guldeltnaa 
to protect owl habitat. Thoee gtildetinei, 
prohl'clt the cutting of tMea more than 30 
Inches In diameter.

Hlmmat said there wga no magic day 
when It tweame apparent that the mill 
wouM U eurved for wood. But In die last 
aeverst montht tho grtvlty of the ahuetlon 
l>«»me clear to the company,
1 "fi^^'HiL**' *•'«'>*' »«i«
In ll» tidoiado NaUonat Foreet w»ti» sue- 
pended and ara still under rtvlew due to i 
preMure from the environmental group 
Frlendi Aware of Wildlife Need,* also 
known by Its acronym FAWN. Eight p| 
thoMf MJee were Mfehigan-Cthforida'a.

P*«« W «Al« J«« illve Mkh-Cal a 
feeling for what a hanwilng hi the forest 
wivlci-.'Baumbackaald.

Thy review, cf ihoM igl«i w«r« ,gp- 
poMil to be compteterl within 30 daya. The
revfowa have been going on for a.'most a
IV' "HI: mill.Wetaell-Ovlati, has sued over the aui- 
pended Mtes, Mkh-Cal hasn’t done that 
yet

Ihe forest Service Mid that U it had to 
pay Cviiipanlna what die eatce wem worth 
It could COM 130 million, Michigan Call 
fornla’a shara would be tJO rallHcn. One 
El Dorado County offleW, aiklng for mo- 
fo-mlv, suggested closing the milt gtvH 
Mlch-Cal a stronger case If It does sue.

Oil Ftl). IQ lh« Naturti Retourcti

£'»''lf»«'"«nl*ll»^*«yjumber com lol“-heMR'
Fvmi7 UAJII I Kiigw wri€line la yet.’ Crelman mM.
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Editorial 

Echoes of the mill
Hie ctodure o( MichigaA-CalJfomia Lumber Co.'s saw­

mill In Camino will have a terrible effect on the economy 
of El Dorado Comity. Some 280 mill workers will lose 
jobs, most of them with union wages and benefits. 
Roughly 200 more employees of firms that contract with 
Mtch-Cal could be Idled. Small service businesses will be 

revenues to the county and to schools 
will likely be reduced

It is easy In such a circumstance to point the finger of 
blame. It is not always so easy to point in all the right 
directions.

The easiest targets are the "tree-huggers,** After all, 
theyVe lobbied for federal policies that shaiply cut the 
amount of federal timber available to lumber mills, 
including pollctes to end clear^Sitting and to protect old- 
growth habi^t for endangered species.

But in pointing the finger, .you also have to question 
some of the business decisions made by the owners of 
Michigan-Califomla themselves. They expanded in a way 
that is difficult to understand, unless you assume that 
they were in a gambling mood for eight yearn.

Since the mid-’BOs, the owners of Mich-Cal invested 
heavily to more than double the mill’s capacity. Mean­
while, as the yield from Mich-Cal’s own 75,000 acres was 
decreasing. Mich-Cal's dependence on federal timber 
sates Increased approximately threefold, That strategy 
was not employed by most other mill*.

And yet for much of the time this expansion was under 
way. It was Increasingly clear that federal timber sales 
would not continue as in the past By the time the owners 
made a decision not just to rebuild, but to expand even 
more after the Easter fire of 1991 closed the mill, fedeml 
policy against dear-cutting had already been enacted, 
and strict restrictions to preserve habiut also were well 
within view. Both federal policies would reduce the 
amount of government timber Mich-Cal would have, and 
still the mill kept increasing its reliance on that timber to 
pay a btmgeoning overhead.

Certainly bad luck played a role. Mich-Cal was count­
ing 00 10,000 acres near Ice House for much of its pro­
duction 15 years down the road. The land burned up In 
the Geveland fire of 1992.

We do not absolve the environmental movement for its 
culpability here. Clearly, something is wrong with an 
Endangered Species Act that can so sharply reduce our 
ability to harvest national forests — and we strongly 
believe that ^mbercan be harvested in a sustainable fash­
ion. And nascent efforts in the state Legislature to place 
greater restriction on the harvesting of privately owned 
forests do not bode well.

But on the other hand, we do not entirely disagree with 
the environmentalists, Forest fiber products are only one 
of four major uses of our national forests, the others being 
water, recreation and wildlife. If one use becomes domi­
nant, the balance is tilted in a way that can destroy the 
others.

Certainly, however, Mich-Cal deserves its share of 
heat This is a company that, according to owners, is still 
profitable. This is a company that, for a variety of reasons, 
is going to make a community pay for mistakes at the 
mill.
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FAWN states its position on miil closure

^ . ■■ ■ '.J

By TAYLOR FLYNN, , 
Statfwriler

Since tbe announcemeDl iba( 
Mtchigan-CaJifomia Lumber Ok, 
will close, some logging mKo- 
cates and others have placed ihe 
blame squarely on tbe shoulders 
or coviroameotaJists.

However, enviroomental 
groups claim (bey are scapegoats 
for misplaced bitterness.

Diaoaught lowers oeed to 
look at ibe big picture, they say, 
and uoderstaod (be closure is tbe 
result of cbaogmg natiorut euvi- 
rotuneotal policy, alleged past 
tvtober overpioductioQ, aad ao 
old-dog-of-a-comparty unwillujg 
to leara new cricks.

Bitterness lowamla eDviron- 
tneotalists began with hCchigaD- 
Calitomia's Grsr public ao* 
ouunceatCDt oj pending closure 
early last week when sawmill of- 
fidaU placed blame on “radical 
groups using legal technicalities" 
to shut down tbe forests. ,

Even stale and tuciaita] politi-

ciaos denounced the eovironmea- 
tal movemeut and blamed envi- 

.lonmentalisis lot the demise of 
lOS-year-oid !riichigan'Cai."In 
recent yeam, esctremist groups 
have cxetied increasing praLSStcre 
on federal policy makers at the 
expense of sound forest oianage- 
meot and limber production.” 
said stare Sen. Tim Leslie, R- 
Roscville,

During a discu^ioa at Town 
Halt earlier this week nationally 
syndicated oolunmist : ‘Fossil" 
Bill Kramer referred to environ' 
meatalists ns '‘eco-factsis” push­
ing a moventeat comparable to 
the Nazi regime

Environmentalist bashiog cU- 
maxed Wedoesday during a press 
confereooe in Camioo where log­
gers displayed campaign-slyle 
signs denouncing tbe environ- 
tneotal mouemeait such as “Down 
■With Envtros” and "Tree Hng- 
gccs Not Welcome." During the 
event, a dummy dressed in a 
FAWN T-sbirt bong by a noose in

f

i

• "Tile Forest Service did • 
' a very responsible job and i 

a very dif^lt job (in sus- i 
pending 24 timber harvest 
sales), ..They've followed ^ 
the law and told the truth 
under Ireinendous pres­
sure," said Ciaig Thomas' 
of FAWN.. ;

bunt of Michigan-CaUfomia 
Lumber Co.

Throughout tbe recent events, 
Friends Aware of Wildlife Needs 
(FA"WNj has femiiaed mostly om 
of sight bur maintain their actions 
which ted 10 tbe suspeoston of 34 
nmljer sales on (he Eldorado Na- 
liattaj Foteal ate sound.

Fawn auuotains ruw 
^viroomental dangers exist on tie 

Hdorrado, add that FAWN'S ac­
tion only bioughl in- line Forest

" ' Mfl FAWN, page AS
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pawn----------Service compliance with iiwi 
I protecting the California ojjoiied 
; tjw) among othcri. FAWN also 
; conlentij the closure of Michi- 
1 g.'.n-Csl vrss not its agenda arid 
I that limber production will oon- 
i filiue to exist in El Dorado 
I County.' . ■ ‘ ■

■ "FAWN did not try to close
• the mill,” staled FAW'N altorney 

Tom InfuslrtO in s pubtic ari- 
nfluncement earlier this week. 
"FAWTt has nothing to gain from 
the elosure of a sawmill ..A mill’s 
closure does not effect the way

' public lands are managed. Trying 
; to close the mill would be a waste 
; of lime,’’he staled.
; FaWN’s agenda, infuslno 
t said, is geared lowerd balanced 

protection of natural resourMS cn 
i public land Pushing the Forest 
; Service ic reconsider the Sale of 
: the 2-1 timber harvests was 
I needed to ensure the sales would 
I meet guidelines lo protect spotted 
I owl habitat, habilal for several 
I sensitive fur'ccaring mammals
• such »i wolverines and red foxes,
; protect watersheds and the viabil- 
; ily of oid growth forests.
j According to FAWN, the rc- 
i considerations were worthwhile,
I btcaase Forest Service studies 
! conducted over the pa.si year have 
< indicated significsnl impacts.
; ‘‘They went through and re-
• constdered all the sales and real­

ized...there were significant ,im-
; pacts ic the ent ironment,'’ Craig 
: Thomas of FAW'N told the 
. Mountain Deirocial earlier this 

year "They lealiied that the de- 
I cision made by the Forest Servlet 
I (district rangers) not to (initially)
; review these old sales was incor- 
; reel and Illegal.. They found that 
j a whole bunch of sales were miss­

ing docutneniBlion to be COntpH' 
am with the law," hs sold,

Since the auspensions, PAWN 
Jhas commended the district for 
! Suspending the .sales and Its In- 
‘ volvement in carrying out subse- 
1 quent studies.

“The Forest Service did a very 
’ responsible and a very difrculi
• job," said Thoma.s. "They’ve fol- 
i lowed the law and told the imth
nndet tremendous pressure."

( "(Then „ Forest Supervisor) 
John Phipps'recognizetl- Iheie wa.s • 

’1 pfObictn and committed i'fUU" 
. head of steam toward reconsider­

ation,’’ Thomas eonimned. "This 
teconsideralioo has turned out 
some f/tetiy amazing docunienlo- 
lion at this level in terms of what 
the resources are end the health 
and quality of the resotKce base."

Inf'isino said that the studies 
concluded fote.st Impacts would 
have been significant had the 
original sales been allowed to 
proceed as contracted.

... "They Indicate that, 20 water­
sheds that have high or very high 
risk...are affected by the sales. 
They Indicate that 25 of 3) limiter 
sales evaluated would foreclose 
tlie future of the California spot­
ted owl . They indicate there isn't 
Stiffidein habitsi left to devise a 
ftirbearer habitat netwcik that 
meets minimum habitat capability 
standards," said Infuslno.

He also said the studies indi­
cated significant impacts to old 
growth trees.

'‘(The) reason trees under 30 
inches in diameter are being har­
vested is because that’s what is 
out there on the landscape,” he 
said.

Despite loggers anger toward 
FAWN, tnfusino said that 
FAWN’S actions will aclually 
help loggers in the long run,

"Protecting sensitive species 
also proiecfs jobs,” Infusino said,

“One reason for (the suspen­
sions) la that the foresl stipe ruiso: 
(Phipps) took seriously his legal 
obligation to ensure Ihe viability 
of these sensitive species. An­
other reason is that, should the 
Eldorado National Forest failed to 
protect needed habllai, and if 
these species become listed as 
threatened or endangered, ever, 
mote reslricliona Ort logging 
would result," ha said.
. “The idea was to be pm-aclive 

and avoid having volumes re­
duced by 75 percent as is tlie case 
In iha Pacific Northwest where 
habitat loss has pushed the North­
ern Spotted Owl onto the Ihreai- 
ened apecies list,’’ infusino said.

FAWN contends the closure of 
Michlgan-Cstifornia is the result 
of a business decision and that 
limber production will ccntlnue 
to provide Jobs in the county; al­
though, they say, timber prcduc- 
tion will be lower than itl recent 
decades. .Timber production for

' TWS’on the Eldorado 1$ expected 
to dropTo 50 mtliioh board feet, 
compared to an' average of 13g

mbf in previoua years.
"1 can ur.detiland tint If there 

arc layoffs peopla will be angry 
and frustrated by loss of job.s," 
said Thomas in an interview with 
(he Mountain Democr.tt months 
before the closure of Michigan- 
C.il. "1 just hope people realize 
that because of (past Overproduc­
tion) It's gonna' be dropping and | 
it won't ever be back to where it 
was,"

"The tragedy is that, under the 
Reagan Aamluistralion, unrealis­
tic limber harve.sting voUitnes 
were established that form a false 
sense of aceurily to timber har­
vesting comrminiiies throughout 
the Sierra." he-said.

Still, FAWN said it did not ex­
pect a full shut down of Micbi- 
gan-Cal and expects the timber 
industry to remain viable in El 
Dorado County.

"Mich-Cal may feel there is 
no future for its mill in Camino," 
said Infusino- "That may be true. 
There may not be a high enough 
volume of big trees to keep oper­
ating the mill above the break­
even point. However, regardless 
of M;ch-C»i’s decision about its 
mill, there will be s future for for­
estry in El Dorado County, so 
long as there are people with the 
courage and wisdom to seize the 
opporiunHies," he said.

The ongoing limber work force 
wlir continue lo bring revenue for 
the county, Infusino claimed, but 
wstned that county government 
and schools should not rely so 
heavily on Umber receipts.

"Logging under (spotted owl) 
guidelines should help reduce fuel 
loads and complete shaded fuel 
bleaks, while still providing 
needed wildlife habitat and water­
shed protection,’’ he said. "These 
aciivilies-wlll continue to employ 
fallers, loggers, (uid mill workers; 
and will ccniittue to generate 
taxes and payments to stale and 
local coffers.
, "However, ilic county still 
needs to join other counties 
ihrooghou! the United States in 
calling for the federal government * 
10 iittcoupie the link between tim­
ber receipts sod in lieu taxes to 
coumits. and thereby help pro­
vide a more stable and predictable 
means of financing roads and 
schools," Infusino said.

Said Thomas, "Timber sales 
have 10 be legally and tnvlron- 
mcniiiily sound, and our roads 
and schools should not drive the 
sales."

FAWN officials said that its 
actions have promoted new, 
more-comprchbiislve laws, which 
the Foresl Service cells “ecosys­
tem ni.inagement,"

Friday, March l
-------------- venUfHMd tram A~1!
, "While some of US might like 
the Foresl Service to obey some 
componenls of the law and ignore, 
other components, that is not an 
option for them," said Infusino.

".All pieces of tits ecosysleni 
need to be there,” said Thomas. 
"Old growth forests are dramjii- 
cally declining ilong with the 
species in them." ' l '
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NORTHWEST

Mr. Jack Ward Thomas 
Chief, U.S. Forest Service 
201 14th Street SW 
Washington, D.C. 20250

ELECTRIC

POWER &

CONSERVATION

PLANNING

COUNCILDear Mr. Thomas;

Like many others, I have high expectations of your ability to reorder Forest 
Service priorities back to the ethics of conservation and long-term 
sustainability, for the benefit of both the nation’s forests and the people who 

live in their midst.

More immediately, I need your attention and assistance in assuring 
meaningful Forest Service support and funding in 1994 for watershed 

recovery in the Grande Ronde sub-basin.

I am presuming that you and 1 share a particular interest in restoring to 
health the Grande Ronde watershed where you lived for a good part of your 
professional life; and in the success of a collaboration of local, state, tribal 
and federal partners organized to that end.

The Grande Ronde Model Watershed was authorized by the salmon 
recovery plan of the Northwest Power Planning Council, on which I 
represent the State of Oregon. Local citizens, tribal leaders, county officials 
and others have committed countless hours over the last two years to 
developing watershed recovery strategies and projects that rneet threshold 
biological criteria, and are broadly supported by the cpmmunity. The State 
of Oregon has matched this local effort with a bipartisan State Watershed 
Initiative and $10 million (divided between the Grande Ronde and South 
Coast watersheds) in new State funding during hard fiscal times in Salem.

On January 19 of this year, I invited regional representatives of nine Federal 
agencies, including the Forest Service, to meet with local. Tribal and State 
representatives. The purpose was to secure Federal agency comr^itments 
to work with these parties, coordinating agency activities and providing 

project funding that reinforced our investments.

At this meeting John Lowe informed us of a profoundly disturbing limitation 
to his ability to cooperate. There would be, he said, little or no Forest 
Service funding available for watershed projects in the Grande Ronde. All 
his available funding for these purposes was slated for west side forests with 

spotted owl impacts.

Ted Hallock 
Angus Duncan 

Council Members

Barbara Roberts 
Governor

620 SW 5th Avenue 
Suite 1025 
Portland, OR 97204 
(503) 229-5171 
FAX (503) 229-5173



Mr. Thomas, the message our county and tribal people heard was: millions 
for cleaning up an environmental train wreck, and nothing for taking the 
initiative to prevent one.

I can’t believe you want that message to stand. I can’t believe President 
Clinton and Vice-President Gore mean to send such messages. I know the 
Congress doesn’t mean for west side repair work to crowd out east side 
prevention, especially an effort that already has communities. Tribes and the 
State committed to a cooperative, long-term watershed recovery (see 
attached colloquy language from Senator Hatfield).

Most of all, I rely on your intimate knowledge of the Grande Ronde, of its 
importance to the Columbia Basin ecosystem (not only salmon), of the 
determination and good will of the people who live there, and of the central 
significance of the Forest Service that will make or break any effort to restore 
the watershed. Sixty per cent of the land area, including critical headwater 
areas, are under your jurisdiction. Any work we do in. the privately-owned 
bottomland is absolute hostage to Forest Service actions on the ridgelines 
above. While Forest Service personnel have been active participants in 
Model Watershed planning efforts. Forest Service unwillingness to match 
State and local commitments at least in kind will seriously undermine two 
years of investment in foundation work and confidence building.

I don’t propose robbing west side watershed money. The needs there are 
no less because we have east side needs also.

w. A'l

I
■■I
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I would like a commitment from you that John Lowe will have the flexibility to 
find at least a couple hundred thousand dollars in FY94 for watershed 
recovery projects in the Grande Ronde. This can be on a match basis; the 
State has already staked out its commitment.

I would like a commitment that the Forest Service will find additional 
flexibility in its FY95 budget to support Grande Ronde efforts. We will seek 
Senator Hatfield’s assistance to assure that appropriations are sufficient to 
fund such flexibility. And I would like a commitment that the Forest Service 
will budget for Grande Ronde project work in FY96 and beyond. This is a 
multi-year commitment for all of us. You understand better than most why 
this has to be so.

And finally, I would like a commitment that the Forest Service will coordinate 
its activities, induding but not limited to project funding, in a manner that wiil 
reinforce and compiement the strategy and program adopted by the 
community, the Tribes and the State. I beiieve John Lowe and Bob 
Richmond (a member of the Grande Ronde Modei Watershed Board) are so 
disposed, but the commitment should come from the top as well.



The materials are at hand in the Grande Ronde basin now for great gains, in 
watershed health and in our all-too-rare ability to cooperate to that end; or 
for frustration and eventual collapse of this collaboration.

I hope you will see your way to constructive intervention on our behalf.

Sii/( erel;ii/(erelyr”

r
Angu ; Duncan 
Memiier for Oregon

cc: Governor Barbara Roberts
Senator Mark Hatfield 
Will Stell 
Rollie Schmittens 
John Howard, Chair, GRMWB 
Tom Tuchman
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.TEI, October 27,19B3
In tesdlnir jvoTUad. OonalBtent wltk 
th« elear diracttoB prorlded by Uke 
Coogreos la tb« ■Utamant of mana^an, 
I look fonrard to prompt action by tba 
Dapartmanb to make tbaoe funda avall- 
abla. toe ' t£a Itavalo tranaznlaaton 
project.

Agalxi, I tluak tba dlatls^olabad iob> 
obaizmaa and all tba oon* 

faraea for tbalr copport for tbia Impor­
tant Inltlativa.

Mr. HATFIELD. In tba Pacllle Nortb- 
weat. aalmon that spawn In tba Snake 
River and Its trlbntarlas are on tba 
Oovemmant’s endanyared spedea Hat. 
Patltlona have bean Hied with Federal 
flab and wildlife ayanclea to Hat two 
other apecles: Salmon that spaam In 
the mld-Colombla River and boll treat 
throuytaoat their ranye In the Colom­
bia River Baaln.

Tbeaa Uatlnya and patltlona empba- 
alze the Importance of Implemendny a 
comprehenalva, baaln wide proyram to 
Improve the survlva] of these mns at 
every ataye of the life cycle. l%e 
Northwest Power Plannlny CoonoU— 
the Connell—adopted each a proyram 
In December 1993. It la tba stntayy for 
salmon, and It la part of the Colombia 
River Baaln Flab and WlldUfe Proyram. 
Recently, the CooncU completed 
amendments to the proyram that ad- 
draaa the needs of the resident flab 
sneh as bull troot.

I am pleased to say that under the 
Council’s proyram, the reylon has mads 
elynlflcant proyrees In reboUdlny d^ 
pletad runs of salmon. It la critical to 
the recovery of these and to
oor reylonal effort to Improve the sor- 
vlval of aU salmon rana In the Colom­
bia Baaln, and that the ohHymUona of 
the Endanyered Species Act and tba 
Northwest I*ower Act be met In a nnl- 
fled manner by the relevant State and 
Federal ayenclea. These two Federal 
laws complement each other. They 
should not be seen as worklny at oroas 
purposes.

Mr. JOHNSTON. It U heartenlny to 
learn that proyrees apparently la belny 
made toward Improvlny aalmon sur­
vival In the Columbia Basin, la there 
any part of this effort where ooopera- 
Uon amony the relevant ayenolea will 
be particularly Important in the fu­
ture?

Mr. HATFIELD. Cooperation In aU 
areas of this effort—hydropower, habi­
tat, hatcheries, and harveat—Is orlttoal 
to rebuHdlny the runa. but I am par­
ticularly concerned about oooperatlon 
amony relevant ayenclea to Improve 
salmon hablut. In my State of Oreyon, 
salmon In the Qrande Bonds River ate 
amony the threatened speclee of aalm­
on that spawn In tbs Snake River 
Basin. Under the Council’s 
strateyy, the Sute of Crayon dee- 
lynated the Grande Bonds BmIw 4 
modal waterabed. The purpoaa of this 
dealynaClon la to ensure eollaboratlvs 
aotlona amony looal oltlaena, the State, 
and Federal land and water ayenclea. 
This la not so much a prooeaa
as a way of dolny bualheaa. Cooperative 
habitat Improvementa already have

been undertaken In partnerablps bp- 
tween private landownen and yoveriH 
ment ayenclea. These projects not only 
improve conditions for ealmon, but 
often Impipve ayrlaxltural practloee as 
well. ControUlny erosion, for example, 
can make farmland more prodnctlve 
and also Improve condlUona for ealmon 
by redoclny allt that flows Into riven.

That la only one example, but It 
serves to lUnstrate that local resldenta 
and yovernment ayenoles ean-eooper- 
ate to Improve aalmon sorvlval. These 
eyanclea inclnde the USDA Forest 
Servloa. Environmental Protection 
Agency, Soil Conservation Service, Bu- 
rean of Land Management, Burean of 
Reclamation. BonnevlUe Power Admln- 
latratlon and tbs State of Oregon. Aa 
the Appraprlatlona Committee baa pr»- 
Tlonaly Indicated. Federal ayenclea are 
expected to Interpret their existing an- 
tborlUea and ntUlxs avallabls funds to 
enable Implementation of regional 
ealmon messuree. 1 partlcnlyly want 
teeee agencies to UDderBEi^ tlmt'we 
bxpect them to rive enec<*i ans 
erenOal support to inr*« rj<n*i<nratlve 
watershed recovery efforts. We wlah 
ttem-to wrdlnate tbeee~wilsrBhed ef- 
iorts~oh Federu uoda~wlth efforts on 
adj^ent private lands. ’They should le-

tlvltlea wlft^ .UfAtJi ani< IivaI rratnnrr-M 
Tbs Stats of Oreyon Is worklny hard 

in the Orands Ronde. The Oovemor's 
Watershed Enhancement Bosrd la dl- 
rectlny State money—some SS million 
In new money-^tnto this effort. A cltl-

aen’B oommlttee has been establlshea 
to yulde work In the Grande Ronde 

ud Wallowa Oonnty even has 
developed Its own plan to Improve wa­
tershed condltlona for salmon.

It appears that the ealmon recovery 
effort has broad yeneral snpport In 
northeaatsm Oreyon, and this is not 
the time for yovernment cooperation In 
this effort to falter. The relevant Fed­
eral ayenclea need to continue worklny 
cooperatively In the Grande Ronde. and 
In other tributary basins where col­
laborative salmon restoration efforta 
are under way—particularly in the 
Umatilla, Deschutes and John Day wa­
tersheds.

One of our blybest prioritise for 
aalmon habitat la to ]ta quan­
tity and productivity. Much of the 
aalmon habitat In theae basins la cou- 
troUed by Government ayenclea, but 
ranch also la controUed by private 
landowners. Therefore. It la eaaentlal 
that publlo and private landowners co­
operate In oomprehenalve efforU to 
manage and Improve salmon habitat. 
The Council’s Strategy for Salmon pro- 
vldea the mechanlam for this collabora­
tion, and 1 look forward to the contin­
ued cooperation of Federal ayenclea to 
ensure full Implementation of habitat 
prutectiona that the strategy la faUy 
Imi^emented.

1 thank the dlatlnyalahed 
of the Energy and Water Development 
Appropriations Subeommlttee for hla 
time and consideration of this lasue.


