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learwater Forest Watch

oalition Moscow, Idaho

TO: Christian Marsh

FROM: Lisa Lombardi S\MVL (Zg v _ W

RE: Follow-up on phone calls requesting time 10 meet on October( , §, or 6 to discuss inland
Northwesi forests.

Here are some of the issues facing the iniand Northwest forests, specifically Idaho. | have taken
these 2 pages from some background information | gave to the NY Times, and the other document
from a lobbying trip | made to DC last spring. | would like to speak to you specifically about how
the Adminstration's “reinventing government” initiative could be used to change the diraction of the
Forest Service; and about the opportunity for ecosystem management that we see in Idaho. | am, as
of now, available after noon on Monday October 4, after 2:30 on Tuesday October 5, and before 10
on Wednesday October 6. | hope you can schedule a time when we can meet. | can be reached at the
number above; or my fax number is (208) 882-8029. Thank you.

» Companies from the west coast are coming over and buying up timberfands. Miller Shingle, a
small (for the coast) company out of the Granlie Falls area, has bought lands around Orofino, idaho,
and is cuiting the logs and shipping them back to their west-side mills. Just this past week, Crown
Pacific, the Portland company that junk-bonded itself into existence a few years ago and bought
Georgia-Pacific (? out of Hamilton; it might not be GP, but one of the biggies) out of northwestern
Washington, bought out DAW and W-I, which have large land holdings and mills in northeastern
Washington, northern Idaho, and northwestern Montana. Folks around here think, hope, they'll
keep the mills going.

Wayarhausser has bought a mill in Headquarters. And, of course, Plum Creek has always been here,
carving up the railroad lands. The big difference Is, Washington state has some laws, and
regulations, and thanks to public involvement thay even sometimes have teath. Idaho's forest
practices act has a great preambie about protecting public resources and then pages of culvert
sizing -- no regs at all. And the timber industry through the legislature has successfully moved to
limit public participation by requiring a bond for any appeal of even a state lands timber sale.

When | drive from here to Seattle, loaded log trucks with idaho plates pass me like a steady dripping
faucet, adding up to a stream.

+ Last spring, a company called idaho Forest Industries pald a record $14 million for one FS
timber sale near Coeur d'Alene. IFl used to be down in southern Idaho, in St. Anthony; when a
friendly public official at a hearing asked an IF! spokesman about If, he said yes, they used to be
down there, but closed the mill because they “ran out of resource.”

+ This is the Forest Service Region that John Mumma was ousted from; his replacement, Dave
Jolly, is a timber beast from the Southwest, Region 3, and he doesn't seem to feel tha naad to change.
Wa lost Wynn Green, the previous Clearwater supervisor, over a furor like the one over Mumma

-- Wynn said he couldn't gat the cut out. Jolly convened a panel to look Into It, and the panel, all
hand-picked supervisors who shaxg his philosophy, said the reason was the "ologists,” meaning the
scientific staff of the forest, the t;?:ﬁb?:.ts and hydrologists and ecologists. So Al Espinosa, the _
fisheries biologist, was given one of those wonderful choices that led 10 his early retirement. The
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Currently listed species: baid eagle, grey wolf, grizzly bear, mountain caribou, salmon.

Species within the listing process, or status unknown/declining: Townsend's big-eared
bat, pine marten, fisher, wolverine, northern goshawk, bull trout, westslope cutthroat trout, Coeur
d'Alene salamander, giant pacific salamander, bobcat, fynx.

As you can see, there are many vertebrate species of concem in north idaho, and the list is only going to
grow. But, with the new Administration's emphasis on ecosystem management, we have an opportunity
to use pending wilderness and forest health legisiation, as well as reauthorization of the Endangered
Species Act and consequent recovery plans for currently listed species, to craft a truly holistic solution
to the land management decisions facing north idaho. Components of that plan should include:

¢ A landscape approach. We need to get away from stand-by-stand, or even drainage-by-drainage,
land management planning, and instead treat the forested landscape as a coherent whole. The large
predators -- wolves and grizzlies -- that we are trying to manage for require such an approach, as
does any solution to the forest heaith crisis. Wilderness areas are crucial refugia for wildlife, fish,
water. and forest functions and processes, and should be designed in concert with recovery plans for the
wide-ranging carnivores that stitch the northern Rockies together. The forests around them should be
managed as a matrix that can aiso support many of the functions, and large predators some of the time. -
This type of landscape approach will prevent hard lines between wilderness and non-wilderness
management, but instead will provide a flexible landscape capable of supporting all native species.

» Watershed restoration. A comprehensive watershed restoration program will restore our
rivers and streams to sustainability while easing the transition of timber-dependent communities.
Most of the watersheds in roaded areas are degraded; in some areas, like the Palouse district of the
Clearwater National Forest, we have 20 year's worth of restoration work. But restoration must not be
a band-aid to justify further resource damage. To paraphrase Dr. Jack Ward Thomas, we want the
patient to get out of the hospital, not just out of intensive care.

e Truly sustainable forestry. Sustainable forestry is that which mawntains all functions and
orocesses of a forest, including ail native species. Ecological subsidies, in the form of loss of species,
silted rivers, and regeneration failures, are symptoms of a non-sustainable management regime, and
should be no more acceptable than the now-disgraced economic subsidies that create below-cost timber
sales. There should be no “sacrifice areas;” we can't afford them.

o Scientific assessment of forest health. Truly healthy forests are complex ecosystems. The
current health crisis was caused by fire suppression, insect suppression, and changing the forest type
through aggressive logging of climax species -- in other words, the unintended consequences of
management. Rather than one comprehensive bill which tries to promulgate one solution to forest
health problems, we need to look at a flexible combination of prescribed fire, planting of ponderosa
pine, tamarack, and other species on a site-specific basis, and understanding root rot and insect
outbreaks as agents of forest succession. It may include limited salvage iogging, on a site-specific
basis, and only 3¢ 2 tool, not 2 goal Dr. Thomas, of the Forest Service's La Grande experiment station,
has indicated that he would enjoy putting together a scientific panel similar to the Interagency
Scientific Committee to study the forest health issue and present recommendations t Congress. The
goal should be, again, truly sustainable forestry.

Mr. LaRocco, from my perspective as a biologist, | can see clearly that all these issues are
interconnected. Consequently, any legislation which attempts to address any piece of these issues is
bound 1o affect them all. This can be a problem, if all insist that these issues be dealt with separately;
or it can be the greatest opportunity of the new Administration to attempt an

ecosystem management approach. We need your leadership on this issue -- idaho, and the future,
deoend on vou.
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rumor has been that Dan Davis, the wiidiife biolog!st, Is next, but the axe still hasn't falien on him
yet. And Wynn was given a job as the liaison between the governor's office and the FS -- they took
him out of decision-making and into a dead end.

« The new Clearwater Forest supervisor, James Caswaell, is from the Targhee NF, down around St.
Anthony. That forest is. as the IFl commant might lead you to assume, in very bad shape, having
baen cut to hell for the last decade or more. Tha appointment of Caswell up here is considered a
very bad sign by the environmentai community; we wondered if the Clinton administration’s
commitmant to & hew forest sarvice would actually occur, and it seems we have our answer, at least
in our reglon. Just a few weeks ago, the environmentalist lawsuit against the Clearwater NF Forest
Plan was settled out of court. The FS agreed to limit the ASQ to 80 mmbt per year (down from 173
in the oid pian) for flve years. The Supervisor's public response to that was to promise that those
five yaars would be spent “loading the pipeline.”

+ We have besn having rancorous meetings on grizzly bear and wolf recovery, both of which occur
on the Clearwaier Nationa! Forest. One county commissioner toid Idaho Fish and Game that If he saw
a grizzly he'd shoot it himself.

Bull frout may be listed as threatened or endangered. We've got big salmon issues hers too, not just
in the eastside forests of Washington and Oregon. And we're lcsing our native cutthroats; wherever
roads are, they aren't.

+ And we have wilderness hearings, covaring the samae territory, and a wiiderness bill that
Congressman LaRocco is sponsoring. The Industry is absolutely opposed to it despite the fact that
the areas to be included in wilderness were specitically drawn to exciude the limber base. We
oppose it for that reason -- we have plenty of rocks and ice, but hardly any forest. And everybody
assumes that if It's not wilderness it'll be roaded and logged -- gverybody gssumes that, which telis
you something about the FS's reputation for multiple use managemant around here.

. Evarybody's afraid. The FS personnel are afraid to talk -- under a gag ordsr, some of them. The
local loggers can see the end of the pipeline, are airaid of lesing their jobs and homes. The
independent loggers are afraid in a more immedlate way -- the big company around hers is
Potlatch, and Potlatch controls the scaling, so If they don't like you you can work all day and come
out owing the mills meney. We're all afraid of the newcomers, flooding into the state, condo-ing up
the bottom lands and driving us out of the housing and Job markets, ruining our own private
paradise.

+ The good news Is, the Nez Perce tribe is starting to flex its co-managment muscle.

« Into all this, Earth Firstl has come, focusing their national attention on a timber sale just south
of here. A local friend of mina, sympathetic to the EFiers but not a protester, got beat up -- nerve
damage 1o his face -- on his way up to the encampment, and some tourlsts got attacked on their way
through because they were driving a volkswagen bus and local teenagers assumed they were Earth
Firstl A lot of young folks from all over are gstting criminal records. And the cale is absolutely
horrible -- 135 miles of road, numerous clearcuts - but not much worse than we seo every day,
and better than the private lands.

J



. tiepena on yQu.

b,

7 T

cxvengeq rage 4

-



THE SPOKZSMAN-REVIEW

GUEST COLUMNS

GueaoolunnsofuptoQOOwordsamlrmted A
copy of guest column guidelines will be sent upon
request. We reserve the right to edit

1

—-
SUNDAY, AUGUST 22,1993 PAGE A15

' SUBMITTING COMMENTARY

s . Pleasesend letters and guest columns to
e " The Spokesman-Review, W999 Riverside,
e ‘Spokane 99201. Fax.(509)459-5482.

.. Voice mail: 458-8800, code 4853.

GUEST COLUMN

Forests, towns need 1 neW de

By Lisa Lombardi

Guest columnist

At fact-finding wilderness discussions
held this month in Orofino and Grangeville,
Sén. Dirk Kempthorne almost got the
question right. He asked how much
emphasis Idaho’s congressnonal delegatlon
shquld put on maintaining the state’s timber .
communities.

What he should have asked was not how
much, but how. The question is not whethep -
we in North Idaho want to preserve our
small-town way of life — we do. But how
- can we build stable, healthy, sustamable

~ communities? :
One glance from a small an-plane such as-
- . that used by the delegation to view the
forest, would show evepa casual observer -
there are problems on'the roaded, or
managed, forest lands: large areas denuded *
of mature trees, creeks with no trees to
shade them, spaghetti snarls of roads. Toa -
more mfonned observer, the picture iseven -
- worse: streams clogged with silt and debris,

-‘ i
. \'-

- road failures, loss of habitat, reforestatlon -

" failures.

" State and private forest lands look, and

. are, the worst; U.S. Forest Service lands.

.~ usuallyarea little healthier, in part because I3 i3
. of stricter regulations, and in part because

" yfe remaining roadless areas maintain water
"~ duatity and provide havens for fishand

B wﬂdhfe now not found in the managed

- of logging has exeeeded what is sustainable.

" -of lumber off the land. Even so, roaded

- These factors, too, are part of a healthy

forest, and ultimately determine — or . ', it
undermine — the amount of tlmber that can ';. _ water ana' ‘ZDIIdhﬁ? K
be produced. o o

: —

+ —with no loss of water quality or quantlty,
N 4 no loss of species — will go a longway -,

N e

. 3, g : ’1'

RP

0an enfuzronmental
» commumty saddehed and,
f. ~angered by thétter
a’zsregard for sz[stdmabzhty |
we see on roadedands,
wilderness deszgnat;on seems
. .2he only way to r}zamtazn i
‘even some vestiges of bealtby‘:g"
forests full of ﬁsb%zrd clean .

landscape.

But even the Forest Semce has admltted
that, for at least the last decade, the amount

Sustamablhty is what we’re'talking about %
The defipition used by the Forest Service, -
the stat€, and private timber companies . i
de l(only with a continuous supply of fiber - - ¥

lands have not been managed sustainably.
And this ignores the environmental costs:

loss of water quality and quantity, loss of . "

+ fish and wildlife, loss of soil productmty o

i

Last year, the saentlﬁc commlttee of theJ i i
- Society of American Foresters issued a * commitment to sustainable éommumtnes"

paper saying that the traditional definition In the early ’805, Potlatch éo . closed i its.
of sustainability is too narrow, and mustbe . i Potlatch, The decisior vas made at
broadened to include other resources. ~ company headquarters in Sap Francisco, ; <
. Corn-row forestry, they said, d°°5 not work,-'. . not because of any shortage of imber but o
for long; it isnot sustamable ", make the company more efficicnt and
The broader definition of sustamabthty {,:* generate more profits for stock olders. -
“ Recently, Idaho Forest Induirl es closed its'
3? -, mill in St, Anthony in southeasiern Idaho
+ because, in the words of Gne‘canpany, , i+ 4’
spokesman, they “ran ofit of résource.” | IFI :
_isnow based in North Idaho, bidding on- ¢ f 8
tunber sales up here -And a sm 'll tlmber

.\‘ N

towards sustaining our forest-dependent "
communities. It will also dictate profound 1
changes in management, on all ownershnps N

Where is the txmbe: mdustry’s i

ii'mtton 0

. saddened and angered by the utter B
¢ disregard for sustainability we see on
.. roaded lands, wilderness designation seems
.- the only way to maintain even some vestiges
of healthy forests, full of fishand clean ; .
. water and wildlife. Quite frankly, the track
. records of the private timber companies, the
« - state, and the Forest Service at preserving

- . public resources are all terrible, and the, .«
. -urge to take away any management '
responsibility great. . : o
*. “Opening up’ those lands to loggmg wxll =
-'_not solve the community debate, especially +.
if those lands are “managed” as poorly and
'-unsustainably as the already-roaded areas,
* havebeen. - . . . e :

bt

- _." company from the Washmgton coast, Miller °
. Shingle, has been buying timber land

~ around Orofino, to cut the logs and ship -
.. them to their mills. .

.. Are these practlces sustamable? Do they
foster stable, healthy communities? And . -
should we sacrifice our remammg roadless ‘
“areas to such practices?. :: :

To an environmental oommumty

‘Butwilderness deSIgnatlon alone w:ll not

: solve the ecological problems, either. Even
‘making the rest of Idaho’s roadless areas
‘wilderness will not maintain our fish, - i
" wildlife, and water quality if we don’t also
ichange the way the roaded lands are -, -

et 1 _a_nagcd ‘The relatxvely newconoepts Of...,; i

f sustamablhty

logging. And, for a while, watershed

..-r"

island blogeography, forest fragmentatlon,

. and zenetic drift and motility in species, as
well as better understanding of the roles of

: ﬁ:e, succession, and such habitat features as °
" riparian zones, snags, and downed woody
debris, should be used as indicators to start
us 01 the road to sustainable forest
- management.. S
. Wilderness can, and should, be part ot‘
. that scenario; so can truly sustainable ~ *

., restoration — trying to undo the damage
77 and restore productivity and health to the -
roacied landscape, which in many instances -

{, will nean eliminating those roadsand
‘allo wing the land to return to a more

* wilderness-like state. U
. Tae underlying issues of oommumty 3
“sustainability and ecosystem management "
‘-a:e omplex and will not be solvedinone -

iece of legislation. Nor can they be; these

. 1SSUSS CTOSS jurisdictional boundaries. But
‘(_ they should be included in each partof the - .
‘ discussion and help frame each pleee of the f

;v..'-\h:ea thy, forest-dependent communities is to .
’ mamtam stable healthy forests. o

R TIAE, : '
HeaLombardlofMoseowlaablologist -
;.. with the Clearwater Forest Watch Coalnlon '_
Inldaho ._. (‘ “«
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