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NOV 04 '93 13=08 WflSHINGTON POST 416 3650625

»Al.AN<:i l> POl.lCISS fOk jobs and Okowth

etonomic a(;Ciub- It is past time for the federal government - «cro« all depan- 
ments - ro act on this niulcrstanding by adopting economic and environmental 
agendas tlnu converge.

A Liberal government will 
establish a framework In 
which environmental and 
economic policy signals paint 
the same tray.

KECeiNC Canada’s PaoMises

Our governmental structure contains elaborate systems to hold Parliament, 
accountable for. the management of public monies, but no equivalent scrutiny 
for Parliament's management of the public environmental trust. This has led to 
a wide gap between Canada's international rhetoric on sustainable develop­
ment and its actual domestic policies. For example, although Canada promises 
to fight climate change, federal policies and funding continue to favour private 
transportation Over public transit, and energy use over energy conservation. A 
Liberal government will establish a framework in which environmental and 
economic policy signals point the same way. /j ,

Ouri’firti-task, will be to conduct a comprehensive baseline study of federal, 
taxes, grants, and subsidiMrin^^i^'a^t'fy “
sound environmental practices. We want to promote, not hinder, the research, 
development, and implementation of clean and energy-efficient techtiologlfcsj 
renewable energy use; the sustainable management of renewable resources; add 
the protection of biological diversity.

Out second task will be to appoint an Environmental Auditor General, 
f reporting directly to Parliament, with powers of investigation similar to the 
I powers of the Auditor General. This office would report annually to the public 
' on how successfully federal programs and spending arc supporting the shift to 

sustainable development. The report would also evaluate the implementation 
and enforcement of federal environmental laws. Indj^kjuais could petitioii the 
EovironmentaLAuditor,p.cneral|C),.c^^^^
envlronmcntal'policies oraaws.bdxig,ignored or violated.

The gap between rhetoric and action under Conservative rule has been most 
visible in the area of environmental assessment. All too often, the Conser- ,■ 
vaiives have ignored the solid recommendations for environmental protection 
offered by public review panels. Under a Liberal government, the Canadian 
Environmental Assessment Act wUl be amended to shift decision-making pow­
ers to an independent Canadian Enviionmental Assessment Agency, subject to 
appeal to the Cabinet. The agency’s relationship to government would be 
roughly similar to that between the crtc and the Cabinet.
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BAIANCIUJ rotICIES fOR JO»S AND GROWTH

A Ub«r«| government will 
promote co-managemant 
agreement} between Aboriginal 
people} and federal, previneial, 
and territorial governments.

harmful effects of industrial activity on the enviromnent, or that spccificaily 
enhance the environment. Wc will consolidate incentive and support programs 
III a coordinated strategy for promoting environmental industries.

Renetuahle Resources
Tlie depletion of our renewable resources is producing an ecological deficit as 
damagi,^ to the l™«m l^altl^f our economy as the economic deficit. 
Recent economic policies have led to ah “ovef-Hirvest and eJosufe” approach 
to renewable resources. Through an industrial policy that emphasises adding 
value to natural resources. Liberals will foster increased employment without 
over-expIoitation of resources.

The long-temi livelihood of rural inhabitants and Aboriginal peoples is best 
ensured by re.,ponsible stewardship of the renewable resources that feed the 
fishing, farming, and forestry industries. The traditional economies of 
Aboriginal peoples arc particularly dependent on a healthy natural resource 
base, giving them a special stake in managing land and resources. A Liberal 
government will promote co-management agreements between Aboriginal peo­
ples and federal, provincial, and territorial governments.

■ ^

'■'•‘yi

Oargreatut asset in msvlng 
towards sustainability is 
eoncera for the earironment, 
moibined with the nsourctful 
aeis.of the Canadian people.

Bi/ilpinb on PuBLtc AwAaEnass

Intense public anxiety now houses on issues such as the depleting fisheries and 
forests, the thinning ozone layer, urban air pollution, and the contamination of 
jinking water. Spurred by fears that our children will be left a grim ecological 
egacy, Canadians now link a healthy environment to a high quality of llfci 

Individual Canadians are far ahead of their governments in their desire for 
• enviromnemal protection. Our greatest asset in moving towards sustainability 

IS concern for the environment, combined with the resourcefulness of the 
Cimadian people. The Liberal program of investing in people will be as valu­
able in surmounting our environmental challenges as it will be in overcomine 
our economic challenges. Amew. Ubcral government will build on this public 
awareness and give individuals new tools to protect the environment and to 
participate in environmental decision-making. -

At the rpy. Earth Summit, loj nations adopted Agenda ai. a detailed plan 
of actions required on environment and development. Putting this plan into 
place wiJl cal] for the involvement of all Canadians. The National Round Table 
on the Fmvironment and the Economy has found wide inteiest in a proposal for

r P««ip,„ion

sary for Canada to become an environmcnrally sustainable society 
A Liberal government will create “Action an independent national 

ampaign similar to Participacrion, to communicate the individual and collect

69
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it
f

rive actions needed for sustainable development. Wc will launch a campaign to 
eduMte people on how to dispose safely o£ the ijq.ooo tonnes of cpcs stock­
piled m Canadian homes and workplaces; these chemicals pose a tremendous 
threat to the osone layer. In addition, our Canadian Youth Service Corps will 
bring the energy of Canada's young people to bear on community environmen- 
ul projects.

Individual Canadians have expertise and a valued perspective to contribute 
to environmental policy-making. These assets are often not tapped because of 
finanaal or legal restrictions. A Liberal government will amend the Canqdiai^ 

■ Environmental Assessment Act to legally recognize intervcnor funding as an 
mt^aJ component of the assessment process. Wc will use the forthcoming 
review of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act to examine giving mem­
bers of the. public access to the courts as a last recourse if the federal gove 
ment persistently fails to enforce an environmental law.

Environmental reform requires government leadership on priority public 
issues. Government has a moral duty to act, particularly when the long-term 

^ security of die planet is threatened. 'A%’LiberaITgoveriune|jt9.wjiJ?sliprtenn,thp

L

II

Accnoa FOR Action

s||Econot?iic:Opportunity.’^’!-'^^^^^^^^ -irv:::.-.)
>J;i^'fGrm.iftdtistriesafepB.growthatta '

■ ■ . ®y.^end ,of.the decade, there will.bi a US$S80-blliioh worldwide k-H.v,U.-V: M
■ ■. feh4(>0(fc.and, services to prevent andeleahiip environmentaf ^

Plahping and aggressive support, Canada can turoi^^;-:i:;J 
Jvr.issri,.iTf .;*hyliT>™7iSnia!.^^^ at.home.and abroad Intoeconofrilc opportunity;,- 
T4“^'^r:^^i^!'^"^''^.V«^sitPTOduction:to:^enewabfceher9y:technologlet^watiF>:-■•:^■•■-^ 

Vv:«"‘^ «!wa9«:trea^nt, and the reclamation of contaminated sites these: i
'i'‘:TH?;:?.?;v'0d'irtrie6 mean.iTO^^^ , . ., . . , , ;

Liberal government will establish a coordinated strategy of incentives^ ."
'.and supports for prlvate^sector companies working in the environmental 

.V^ win work With.industiy w set strong environmental protect ■
; 'ji.V -t'on standards and regulations. And we will commit 25 percent of all '

V; , new upsearch and development spending to erivironmciilal technologies
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UAl.ArJCRD rOLICieS fOH J035 AND GROWTH

A Uiier>l 9»vtrnment will work 
whh pravincUl and urban gov- 
ernments to improve enorgy 
efficiency and increase the use 
qt renewable energies, with the 
aim of cutting carbon dioxide 
emissloaf by 20 percent from 
1988 leveb by the year 2005.

boiisa(HCF,C(i),,^o!-one-deplering substance-'«nd"estabiUsh''i»n"oarly phasft^ 
d»!^line,for nnother, nieibybbromide.^’^^^-’'

A l.ibcral governmenr will work with provincial and urban governments to 
improve energy efficiency and increase the use of renewable energies, with 
theraim b/Tcuttlnl chHMsh dioxide emissionatby iG-percent from*! 988 levels 
the,.,yfar^<zoo5T Anlmmediatrporiiy will'^be nrdwiP'Tpirr 
tafgetjiwiirking with''all'majSr'sialcehSldciS;'Our commitmenr to using eco- 
n<»mic tools for envJronmentnl protection, to increasing our industrial ciu'rjiv 
efficiency, and to supporting the environmental technology sector will help tis 
to make progress towards this target while maintaining a competitive cconoiuic 
base.

{“he Brundtland Commission identified the protection of species and ecosys­
tems as a prerequisite to sustainable development. In response, the I louse of 
Commons unanimously endorsed the goal of working cooperatively with 
provincial and territorial governments to protect in its natural state a represen­
tative sample of each of the country’s natural regions, amounting to at least iz 
percent of Canada. A Liberal government will work with tlie provinces, the 
territories, and Aboriginal peoples towards this goal: We will maintain the 
coinmitmeni to complete the National Parks System by iooo.

iNtERNATIONAL LEAhCBSHIP i

Canada cannot achieve sustainable development in isolation from the .activities 
of other nations, which increasingly affect our own envirotunent and securii-.. 
Canada must promote sustainable development around the world.

Under a Liberal government, environmental security through sustainable 
development will be a cornerstone of Canadian foreign policy; we will promote 
this goal at forums such as un agencies as well as through bilateral and multi- 
lateral aid programs. We will push for strong and effective international con­
ventions to deal with global environmental threats, and we will work towards 
the early ratification of these conventions. . ..

A Liberal government will make renewed efforts to reduce pollution in^hc 
Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence and will reaffirm the leadership of the 
Intemationql Joint Commission. WFwiirraHiffthTl3^rif‘^the"SM"Con^^^^
We'wai“make’'sustaiiifable*<lewIopmenfT1fun3ajmiehl:al"'g6'al'^of"tfh£le'hc^tia- 
tbnaf^ill-aippSSft«i‘-poi-«a^*gS^^ 'trade
and’ehvironmcht-wlll=be"liiik«i;

............. '■. A:



Americans for Ancient Forests • Conservation International • Defenders of 
Wildlife • Environmental Defense Fund • Friends of the Earth * Greater 

Ecosystem Alliance • Izaak Walton League • National Audubon Society • 
National Parks and Conservation Association • National Wildlife Federation • 

Natural Resources Defense Council • Sierra Club • Sierra Club Legal Defense 
Fund • Western Ancient Forest Campaign • The Wilderness Society

July 1, 1993

Premier Michael Harcourt 
Legislative Building 
Victoria, British Columbia 
Canada V8V 1X4

Dear Premier Harcourt:

We, the leaders of the undersigned U.S. organizations, respectfully urge you to reconsider your 
government’s recent decision to allow logging in much of the remaining ancient rain forests of 
Qayoquot Sound on Vancouver Island.

In our own country, we have committed a great amount of our organizations’ financial and human 
resources toward the issue of better forest management and ecosystem protection-including 
protection of the last remaining temperate ancient forest on our own west coast. We are 
concerned that greater preservation of U.S. forests not be at the expense of the ancient forests of 
B.C., which contain some of the largest intact remanents of what was once one magnificent, 
contiguotis ecosystem from northern California to southeast Alaska.

As fellow North Americans (and some of our organizations have many Canadian members), we 
are concerned about the future of all the remaining unlogged tracts of coastal rain forest. 
Clayoquot Sound represents perhaps the largest accessible, biologically rich and unprotected 
ancient coastal temperate rain forest in North America. Preservation of Qayoquot Sound takes 
on greater importance in light of the extensive logging that has already taken place over much of 
Vancouver Island and the south mainland coast

While we appreciate that on April 13 you announced that your government would preserve about 
one-third of the land mass of Clayoquot Sound, we observe that a large percentage of the 
protected areas are bog, marginal forestland, alpine rock, and already under protected status. The 
two-thirds of the area that is now opened to logging include many of the remaining pristine 
watersheds and islands, giant Sitka spruce, western hemlock and red cedar that grow in the valley 
bottoms, and mountainsides.

In view of the rapid disappearance of ancient forests around the world, this is not in our judgment 
a balanced decision. As we have already learned in our own country, our ancient forests are not 
only our greatest sources of pure water, rare and endangered wildlife, and spiritual experiences,



but they also contain, as in the case of the Pacific yew, medicinal treasures that are yet to be 
discovered.

In view of all the foregoing, and because of our long experience in working to protect our 
remaining ancient forests in this country, we urge you not to allow the logging companies to cut 
timber to the point of ecological and economic collapse. We urge you to reconsider your decision 
to protect only one-third of the area of Clayoquot Sound and to take immediate steps to halt any 
further logging in the remainder of it as well so that other, more sustainable options for the area 
can be thoroughly explored.

Sincerely,

Peter Berle, President 
National Audubon Society

John Adams, Executive Director 
Natural Resources Defense Council

ON BEHALF OF:

Robert Chlopak, Director 
Americans for Ancient Forests

Paul Pritchard, President 
National Parks and Conservation 
Association

Peter Seligmann, Chairman & CEO 
Conservation International

Jay Hair, President and CEO 
National Wildlife Federation

Rodger Schlickeisen, President 
Defenders of Wildlife

Carl Pope, Executive Director 
Sierra Club

Fred Krupp, Executive Director 
Environmental Defense Fund

Buck Parker, President 
Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund

Jane Perkins, President 
Friends of the Earth

Jim Owens, Executive Director 
Western Ancient Forest Campaign

Mitch Freedman, Executive Director 
Greater Ecosystem Alliance

Karin Sheldon, Acting President 
The Wilderness Society

Maitland Sharpe, Executive Director 
Izaak Walton League



Americans for Ancient Forests • Conservation International • Defenders of 

Wildlife • Environmental Defense Fund • Friends of the Earth • Greater 
Ecosystem Alliance • Izjaak Walton League • National Audubon Society • 

National Parks and Conservation Association • National Wildlife Federation • 

Natural Resources Defense Council • Sierra Oub • Sierra Club Legal Defense 
Fund • Western Ancient Forest Campaign • The Wilderness Society

July 7, 1993

The Right Honorable Kim Campbell 
Prime Minister of Canada 
Parliament Buildings 
Ottawa, Ontario 
Canada KIA 0A2

Dear Prime Minister Campbell:

Congratulations on your recent appointment as Prime Minister. We look forward to working with 
you on the many environmental issues of interest to our two countries. We write to you today 
about the recent decision to allow logging in much of the remaining ancient rain forests of 
Clayoquot Sound on Vancouver Island, a matter that no doubt is of some interest to you as a 
citizen of British Columbia and as well as Prime Minister of Canada.

As you know, the preservation of the remaining ancient forests in North Amenca have been of 
great concern to both citizens of the United States and Canada. We are pleased that Canada has 
not only signed but ratified the biodiversity and global warming treaties adopted at the Earth 
Summit last June. We are hopeful that these treaties will accelerate efforts to preserve 
biodiversity and protect and enhance ancient forests as carbon sinks. Canada has also shown 

leadership by promoting a global forest convention.

However, as feUow North Americans (and some of our organizations have many Canadian 
members), we are concerned that a precedent not be set that will make global forest conservatioii 
and sustainable management more difficult. Qayoquot Sound has drawn world-wide attention and 
concern because of its unique values. As perhaps the largest accessible, biologicaUy nch, and 
unprotected ancient coastal temperate rain forest in North America, we encourage you to give 

full consideration to all of its values.

As we have already learned in our own country, our ancient forests are not only our greatest 
sources of pure water, rare and endangered wildlife, and spiritual experiences, but they also 
contain, as in the case of the Pacific yew, medicinal treasures that are yet to be discovered.

We have committed a great amount of our organizations’ financial and human resources toward 
the issue of better forest management and ecosystem protection-including protection of the last 
remaining temperate ancient forest on our own west coast. We are concerned that greater 
preservation of U.S. forests not be at the expense of the ancient forests of B.C., which contain



some of the largest intact remanents of what was once one magnificent, contiguous ecosystem 
from northern California to southeast Alaska.

In view of the rapid disappearance of ancient forests around the world and the obligations 
assumed at Rio last year, we respectfully encourage you to review the decision to log the majority 
of the pristine watersheds and islands of Clayoquot Sound.

Again, congratulations on your appointment 

Sincerely,

Peter Berle, President 
National Audubon Society

ON BEHALF OF:

Robert Chlopak, Director 
Americans for Ancient Forests

Peter Seligmann, Chairman &. CEO 
Conservation International

Rodger Schlickeisen, President 
Defenders of Wildlife

Fred Krupp, Executive Director 
Environmental Defense Fund

Jane Perkins, President 
Friends of the Earth

Mitch Freedman, Executive Director 
Greater Ecosystem Alliance

Maitland Sharpe, Executive Director 
Izaak Walton League

^ /John Adams, Executive Director 
^ Natural Resources Defense Council

Paul Pritchard, President 
National Parks and Conservation 
Association

Jay Hair, President and CEO 
National Wildlife Federation

Carl Pope, Executive Director 
Sierra Club

Buck Parker, President 
Sierra Qub Legal Defense Fund

Jim Owens, Executive Director 
Western Ancient Forest Campaign

Karin Sheldon, Acting President 
The Wilderness Society



Contact: Liz Barratt-Brown, NRDC
Ian Bowles, Cl

Natural Resources 
Defense Council

1350 New York Ave.. N.W 
DC 20005 

202 783-7800
5/20/93 F,u 202 783-5017

DECISION TO LOG CIAYOQUOT SOUND RAISES GLOBAL POUCY CONCERNS

Clayoquot Sound is one of the last large lowland areas of coastal temperate rain forest 
that once spanned northern California to south eastern Alaska. In the B.C. government’s 
own words, "Clayoquot Sound is a spectacular part of coastal British Columbia, a region 
renowned for its beauty" - it is edso almost unique ~ three of the five remaining large 
primary watersheds of the original 89 on British Columbia’s Vancouver Island are in the 
Sound.

Clayoquot Sound should be conserved for its biological significance and the economic 
benefit that functioning ecosystems bring to the local economy. Land use decisions in 
Clayoquot Sound, however, also have broader significance to various international 
initiatives to conserve the global environment.

Earth Summit:

At the Earth Summit last June, over 150 countries signed treaties to stem global warming 
and biodiversity loss and adopted a detailed plan of action. Agenda 21, which embraces 
ambitious goals to fundamentally alter economic decision making that has imperilled the 
sustainability of our planet’s diverse peoples and natural resources. Have these historic 
agreements had an impact on solving tough decisions on the ground? If developed 
countries like the U.S. and Canada can’t preserve their ancient forests, how can 
developing nations be expected to preserve their tropical forests? The June anniversary 
provides an opportunity to look critically at these questions.

Biodiversity treaty;

Canada was the first industrialized country to ratify the biodiversity treaty, an agreement 
that requires signatory nations to put in place national strategies to conserve and 
sustainably utilize their biological resources. After signing the treaty, Canada promised 
that it would develop a strategy for protecting biodiversity and implementing the treaty 
with the provinces before ratifying. To date, that has not happened and the Clayoquot 
Sound decision is evidence of the urgent need to integrate federal and provincial natural 
resource policy.

International Tropical Timber A2reement:

The U.S., which has been the head of the consumer country caucus at the ITTA, recently 
signaled its intention to support inclusion of temperate and boreal forests in the ITTA, a

li'i’i',' K.umV.i P.-H’-'r 40 Wt'sf 20th Shrel 
New York. New York 10011 
212 727-2700 
Fox 212 ~27-l773

71 Slnmson Street 
Son Francisco, CA 94105 
415 777-0220 
Fax 415 495-5996

617 South Olive Street 
Los Aitxeles. CA 90014 
213 892-1500 
Fax 213 c29-538':>

212 Merchant 51., Suite 203 
Honolulu. Hawai i ‘:\''813 
808 533-1075 
Fax 808 521-r841



move that would in principle force Canada to reduce their old growth forest utilization to 
a sustainable level.

Forest treaty;

Canada was one of the leading proponents of a global forest convention. That effort 
failed at the Earth Summit because developed countries were correctly charged with 
being hypocrites for not preserving forests in their own backyard. British Columbia has 
been dubbed the "Brazil of the North," by both local and international activists, due to 
natural resource decisions such as the one recently made in Qayoquot Sound.

Global warmine treaty;

Canada was one of the first countries to ratify the global warming treaty. Under this 
agreement, industrialized countries must reduce carbon dioxide emissions and protect 
forests that serve as sinks to sequester carbon. Canada has ten percent of the world’s 
forests. The future of all people depends on preservation and regeneration of these 
forests.

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA);

Environmental protection has become one of the most controversial aspects of NAFTA. 
The three countries are currently in negotiations to develop environmental side 
agreements to address the impact of trade on natural resources. The North American 
Commission on the Environment could prove to be an effective forum to address the 
conservation of shzired ecosystems under threat of destruction, such as coastal temperate 
rain forests. Currently, weak environmental protection may amount to a trade subsidy 
and, further, promote unsustainable utilization of natural resources.

The U.S. consumes half of the timber exported from British Columbia. The majority of 
the wood cut in B.C. goes to the U.S., Europe and Japan. Because U.S. demand is 
fueling deforestation in British Columbia, consumers have the right and responsibility to 
be concerned about whether products we use are contributing to deforestation.
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Contact: Liz Barratt-Brown

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. 5/20/93

Natural Resources 
Defense Council

1350 New YorkAve., N.W. 
Wds/iiii^fon. DC 20005 
202 7S3-7800 
Fm-202 783-5917

ADDmONAL CONCERNS ABOtJT DECISION TO LOG CLAYOQUOT SOUND

The B.C. government decision would open up logging in most of
ancient rato forests. The government says thirty ^ ^ss^tha^Sw
analysis by the Sierra Qub of Western Canada shor« that
perrent 4en marginal ecosystems are removed. The majonty of the timber wiU ^ 
togged by timber ^t MacMillan Bloedel, the company that the B.C. SOTernrnem to 
af% ($50 millio^ ownership interest in. The decision was made without adequate 

analysis and without the benefit of public review.

♦ i....l»....te analysis done: The B.C government did not toisider a 
option (what we caU no-action option under the U.S. National E^onmen 
PoUcy Act) or conduct an environmental impact assessment of the decision. No 
ana^is wL done on the impact on biodiversity in the region. The an^ of 

sustainable business opportunities in the region - notably tourism and -
. was suppressed (not surprisingly, the report concluded there were mote jto m 
sustaining the forests than in cutting them down). No information was p^d^ 
on what was meant by "perfo™ance based togging” or other terms mean that were 
used in the decision. And no analysis was done of ^adas 
intemationai treaties it is patty. Under US. law, even if the gOTemment had ^ 
the analysis cited above, the decision would have been made available m dr 

form for public comment.
. i.ud-..se nmcess undercut; The B.C government - amid much Mate a yto 
ago - created an independent commission that was to be a world model for 

resolving land disputes, the Commission on Natural
Enviroiment (CORE). The first task of the commission was to produce 

recommendations for Vancouver Island. However, the government 
Sound out of the purview of the commission and failed to use the opportumty to 
refer the Sound to the commission when a local effort to reach consensus on toe 
Sound failed last faU. The Commissioner, Stephen Owen, has challenged the 

government to respond to a series of recommendatiom before any “f* 
togging permits are issued and called for a conflict of mterest investigauon of the 

government’s ownership of shares in MacMillan Bloedel.

. Ahorivinal rights ignored: Vancouver Island aboriginal tribes have <ila™ed toe 
temperate rain forests of Qayoquot Sound as their hereditary land. With the 
exception of one island, which is locked in a multimillion dollar land claim dispM 
the Lcision was made without consulting with toe aboriginal tribes about their

territorial rights.

40 A/est 20th Street 
New York. New York 10011 
212 727-2700 
For 212 -27-17-3

71 Stevenson Street 
Sun Francisco, CA 94105 
415 777-0220 
Fax 415 495-5996

617 South Olive Street 
Los Angeles, CA 90014 
213 892-1500 
Fax 213 C29-5389

212 Merchant St.. Suite 203 
Honolulu. Hawat'i 96813 
808 533-1075 
Fax808 521-C84I
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FORESTS AMD IHE FUTURE

EHielling visions 

for Clayoquot
CORE still offers the only hope for finding a > 

consensus on one of B.C.’s crown jewels
tTv .iiM ftJLTON ________ __Alter coucludlnsthat ruiitlrntandina of the univerae is 

tied to these sneient rainforests. 
Tt»ere is the vision of the forestTliere IS tne vision oi me• I 'here ARE competing 7,“

I vislonsaboutthe future hundreds of jobs will tort tf 
■ -r II... r<.n..ik nf - Clavnauat la not louced. This

Alter couflndlnj; that 
global wanning 
poses a Uireat sec­
ond only to 
nuclear war, 
we recom* mended a 20 per 
cent reduction in 
human-seurced 
CO* emissions 
ftnm 1088 lev- ^ 
el* by the year 2005.

Canada has 
promised to 
Btablllae 
emissions 
at 1000 
levels by the 

ir2Q0a

pants and ownem of the land, as rep- workers fo tha boanlroom dw ■ 
by the Nnu Chah-Nulth slons to shed thousands of Ihcir K eoS These arc the jobs to greedy technology and 

Ahousaht,llcsuuiaht,Clayoquol. profilaip^.
Ucluolet and Toquat peoples. Acrordlng to a fo^
Heapect has not been given to this Industry 14*1^080110 nilings of Canada's per cent of Cd^ia s
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HSkEESthat six
,K:r cent It Is a suijpte 
little ancient rainforest is left on 
Vancouver Island- 

There are waiting lists ofvUi-
tort for Pacific Rim NaUonri
Park. There is no major parkUnd 
left between Vancouver and 
Hope. It is a combination of lo«,
respectandft seneeofldSSthat
make this vision tick. Human

aaUeiicraies 3.4 times as mMy 
jobs per cubic metre of Umber 
toggod. it the B.C. forest indusliy 
provided the sumo employment
per volume of timber l^^as
just across the border. 06ROO new 
jobs could be created." , .

There la also the global viaioi^ 
ThLs Includes concerns b'»- 
dlvenity. species loss and global 
warming. Parllatneol produced a
unanimous report on global
warming call^ No Tune to Lose.

arc consioereo, uua much more important And 
although this region rema ns 
small, about OJOll per cent of the 
earth’s land sutfece, conversion 
of old-growth forests would 
account for two per cent of the 
toUl cirbon rdMsed In the 
atmosphere during this same
***^'tocre arc aU of these com- 
peling visions. Prior to a iwlltical 
decilion bcine applied to Clay-

wilhout prcjudlemg the ngliw oi 
First NaUons and can at lenrt 
begin to hear Uie argumcnls on 
Uie broader issues now before u 

The linear debate between ca 
Inet and the direct benefiitanci 
MacMillan Bloedel and Interna 
timal Forest ProducU, exclude 
many visions. Only CORE offers
window on Uicsell

federal NCP’senoironincnl cnti
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NOTE TO EILEEN AND KATIE 
RE: MEETING WITH NGOs ON 
4/19/93

FROM DAN 
FOREST ISSUES

f/ /

—■

I met today with Liz Barrat-Brown and Mark Spalding (NRDC) 
and Ian Bowles (Conservation International (Cl)) to discuss the /;., . '.
ongoing issue of the countervailing duty (CVD) 
softwood timber exports.

against Canada Ctu.
UJi-Lk 7 -y

NRDC is following this issue closely, and may represent the 
recycled paper industry if a new petition is needed in this 
process (see explanation below). Cl is active with "field 
projects" in Latin America, the Pacific NW and British Columbia 
(BC) regarding biodiversity, environmental education, landsat 
analysis, etc.

Their main concern about a subsidy for timber production, 
beyond the economic injury/trade distortion, is that old growth 
forests in Canada (esp. unique Clayoquot Sound, BC) are not 
accounted for their true "value" and thus suffer from an 
incentive for overexploitation. In Canada, there is no 
endangered species act, no provincial EIA requirement, etc. But 
they do care about the CVD.

Background
1983: Department of Commerce (DOC) determined that Canada
was not subsidizing its timber production

1986: DOC reversed its finding and determined that Canada
was subsidizing its softwood timber production. Canada 
agreed in an MOU with the US to a 15% export tax in order to 
offset subsidy while it exists and create incentive for 
subsidy to be removed.
1991: Canada unilaterally decided that it had removed the
subsidy. DOC initiated a review, determined that the 
subsidy had not been removed and initially suggested that 
the export tax should only be lowered to 14.5%. After some 
discussion with the Canadian timber industry (the NGOs were 
calling this a "sweetheart deal" and alleged some conflict 
of interest) the suggested DOC lowered its suggested export 
tax level to 6.51%.
+ 3.01% for stumpage fees (95% of the land in BC is

provincially owned. Small number of competitive bids 
of logging showed a big price differential (10%) with 
the long term tenure prices.)

+ 3.5% for export restrictions (Ban on export of whole
logs unless the exporter: 1) can show that there is a 
surplus od what local mills can handle; and 2) pays 
100% duty. Result is <1% exported. Export



restrictions OK in theory, but this one was determined 
to be too big, with too great an effect.)

Current Status
o In February 1993, Canada brought action against the US for 

the suggested level of 6.51% to the Binational Panel of the 
Canadian Free Trade Agreement (FTA). A finding is expected 
by May 6, 1993. If the Binational Panel finds that there is 
a subsidy, it will refer the case to the ITC (probably 
around May 27^28) which will determine if there is an 
economic injury. The ITC determination would likely be 
released in July.

o DOC is hoping for a remand by the Binational Panel so they 
can solidify their case.

Concern
o Environmental issues are apparently not represented because 

environmental groups have no standing in CVD hearings. Nor 
is issue of "environmental subsidies" recognized as a 
problem.

o If the Binational Panel finds against the US (rather than 
just remanding for more information) what will be our 
response? NGOs want us to make a lot of noise about 
environmental aspects of the case. NRDC may go on to 
represent recycled paper industry (Canada produces 40% of 
the world's "virgin" newsprint from 10% of the world's 
forests) in order to be able to file a new petition.

Relation to Forest Summit

At the Summit in Oregon, the VP apparently suggested that 
removing the CVD could have some positive effects on the economy 
(i.e. would lower prices of Canadian timber, which would help the 
US housing industry). However, CRS has determined that the CVD, 
spotted owl, etc., have far less of an impact on lumber prices 
than the state of the economy itself. Supporting this, CRS also 
found that the most housing starts occurred at times when lumber 
prices were at their highest.

Recommendation

I will continue to track this issue. We should: 1) make 
sure that we think this through when following up on the Forest 
Summit; and 2) be prepared to act (if necessary) when the Panel 
issues its finding.

cc: David Cottingham



NOTE TO KATIE FROM DAN
RE: 7/9 TIMBER ISSUE AND MEETING W/BLANCHARD ON CANADA 
7/8/93

From what I can tell, this meeting called by former Michigan 
Governor Blanchard (now Ambassador-designee for Canada) at the 
suggestion of the VP is pretty much a schmooze-fest. However, 
one issue that we should probably sensitize him to is timber 
trade, especially the countervailing duty (CVD) against Canada 
for softwood timber exports. (See attached background memos from 
NRDC and Greenpeace.)

The most recent development on this issue is that the 
Binational Panel of the Canadian Free Trade Agreement did not 
find that there was a subsidy for softwood timber, effectively 
striking down the US CVD on imports from Canada.

While this has greatly reduced USG leverage on improving 
forest management in Canada (Commerce is still trying to figure 
out how to respond), US and Canadian NGOs (incl. NRDC) have been 
focusing a lot of attention on the issue of ancient forests in 
Canada, especially Clayoquot Sound in British Columbia. In fact 
this has been at the top of the news in the past couple weeks.

We probably don't need to go into great detail with him on 
this, but its probably worth raising.



Canadian Environment Groups:
in all cases, the phone numbers were taken off a very bad fax and may be slightly off.

Canadian Wildlife Federation 
National headquarters: Ottawa 
613-721-2286

British Columbia Chapter 
604-593-2293

Environment Probe 
Toronto
416-978-7039(7)

Greenpeace Canada
Toronto
416-345-8408

Nature Conservancy of Canada
Toronto
416-469-1701

Pollution Probe Foundation *
Toronto
416-925-1907
A good place to start- very strong organization

Sierra Club of Canada
Ottawa
613-
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Ian Bowles (separately) and what they 
Fmed on this issue, so that when the time 
mr involvement in this issue may be.

MEMO TO DAN FROM AIMEE 
DATE; AUGUST 17, 1993 
RE: CLAYOQUOT FORESTS

Dan. I met with Liz Barratt-Brown 
really need is just for us to stay in^ 
comes, we will know how iny 
(Which should be arounc

In April, hoping to settle the debate between loggers and 
environmentalists/scientists/native peoples over 865.000-acres of forests on 
mountains, islands and fjords on the west coast of British Columbia, the 
provincial government headed by Premier Michael Harcourt declared that a 
third of the contested land would be preserved and the rest opened to logging. 
The decision was welcomed by loggers/timber companies, but disgusted ^ 
conservationists and native peoples. According to them. Canada looks like a 
hypocrite while it preaches good forestry to the Third World (in Rio and since), 
and continues irresponsible deforestation at home. -fUAj

The timber industry admits that it has been out of hand in the p^t—clear 

cutting using a cable system, followed by little or no replanting; but it claims 
that those days are over and that every acre cut is replanted/They are calling 
for scenic corridors to be preserved and clear-cuts no bigger than 40 hectares 
(about 100 acres) (in the U.S.. the Forest Service has limited clear-cuts to 40 
acres since the mid-1970s and is now phasing them out). But NRDC and 
others claim that no logging should be done, with the previous bad practices 
and so little of the temperate rain forests left at all.

Liz and Robert Kennedy. Jr. of NRDC-NY spent the second half of July in 
British Columbia working to draw attention to the Clayoquot forests and built 
a formal partnership with the native inhabitants of Clayoquot Sound. The 
chiefs of five local nations claim aboriginal title of all of the 865,000 acres of 
the Sound (about 360,000 hectares). The Nuu-Chah-Nulth Tribal Council 
chiefs, representing about 2,500 natives in the Sound, will present a land- 
claims strategy to NRDC. The native residents represent 43% of the regions 
population, but occupy only .4% of the land. Gaining control over at least a 
shcire of the timber resources would create jobs in a community where the 
unemplo3rment rate for natives is 70%. NRDC is looking into options for their 
partnership, and intends to introduce the First Nations to U.S. legislators, 
government officials and leaders of U.S. environmental and humcin rights

I



groups (in relation to the First Nations' land-claiims). NRDC has also 
supported civil disobedience by hundreds of protestors blockading the logging 
roads everyday. Other options include an NRDC-organized boycott of B.C. 
timber products, cind new legislative initiatives in the U.S. to require labeling.

Another option includes a court injunction against logging in Clayoquot until 
the land clailms issue is resolved. A similar injunction by the natives has 
prevented logging on Meares Island for nine years while the land claims issue 
is settled in the courts. But legal action in the Meares Islaind has cost First 
Nations people 1.2 million Canadian dollars to date, and the island only 
represents 3% of the total area of the sound. The five native bands are also 
prepared to call for a boycott of the 1994 Commonwealth Games in Victoria; 
local Indian tribes are scheduled to participate in the ceremonies and their 
withdrawal could spur other indigenous peoples of the Commonwealth 
countries to protest participation in the Games.

NRDC is doing a direct-mall and advertising campaign in the U.S. this fall, 
with its Clayoquot strategy modeled on its Cree/Hydro-Quebec effort.



Natural Resources 

Defense Council 40 West 20th Street 
New York, NY 1001:

Dear NRDC Member,

I am wnting to inform you that Michael Harcourt, the Premier of British Columbia, 
has just approved plans to clearcut the magnificent ancient forest of Clayoquot Sound ~ 
located on the spectacular west coast of Canada’s Vancouver Island.

Harcourt’s shocking decision will permit multi-national timber giants to enter and 
destroy the heart of our continent’s largest remaining, accessible coastal temperate rain 
forest.

Qayoquot (pronounced "clak-what") Sound is a spectacularly beautiful mosaic of 
islands, ^ord-like inlets, and a dense forest rimmed by snow-capped peaks. The forest is 
filled with towering, ancient trees - giant red cedar, Sitka spruce, western hemlock and 
Douglas fir - many of which are 1000 to 2000 years old.

Beauty aside, why should you and I care about Qayoquot Sound?
Why should we feel a profound responsibility to defend it?

First, because it has extraordinary ecological value. Ancient forests like Clayoquot 
contain the greatest forest biomass on Earth and play a leading role in capturing global 
warming gasses. This forest is home to large predators like wolves, bears and cougars. 
And the Sound itself is inhabited by salmon, whales, and dozens of species of migrating 
waterfowl and shorebirds.

Second, because the Earth’s temperate rain forests are being rapidly obliterated.
North America is home to half of the world’s remaining temperate rain forests - and, of 
these, one half are located in British Columbia. Qayoquot Sound is the flashpoint in the 
worldwide battle to save these vanishing rain forests.

Third, because we Americans purchase and use about half of British Columbia’s 
exported timber, virtually all of it cut from ancient forests. If you and I are fueling the 
deforestation of British Columbia, then we must play a role in stopping it!

And, fourth, because you and I have learned, in our own Pacific Northwest, the 
shortsightedness of logging forests to the point of ecological and economic collapse. 
British Columbia still has time to learn from our mistakes. If Vancouver Island - with its 
thriving fishing, recreation and tourism industries - can’t preserve its forests and build a 
sustainable economy, what hope is there for saving any ancient forest?

Given the urgency of the situation, a growing number of Canadian 
environmental groups and aboriginal peoples have turned to NRDC 
and asked us to help them save the ancient forest of Qayoquot Sound.

(over, please)
Recvcied Paoer
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We have a^eed to respond to their request and join the fight, a fight we believe we 
can win, provided we have the immediate support of dedicated members like you.

But make no mistake: the chain saws are poised, ready to cut. We must act before 
they wreak their deadly havoc. So here is what I need you to do today: --------

(1) Sigi an^ rnail the enclosed postcards to Canadian Prime 
Minister Kim Campbell and B.C. Premier Michael Harcourt.
These leaders must hear a continent-wide hue and cry of 
protest against Qayoquot’s destruction.

(2) Rush NRDC an Emergency Contribution so we can launch an 
intensive, continent-wide campaign of citizen action aimed 
squarely at saving the Sound’s irreplaceable rain forest.

^ ^ you to get involved ... a long-time member of NRDC’s
Board of Trustees - who lived m Canada and is deeply committed to sustainable

“"‘ribution g^en in suppon ofX ^ «« 20 ^ so by reMg promptly

Please understand that, while Canada portrays itself as an environmentally-minded
forests at a breakneck pace. Canadian environmentalists 

estimate that, m Canada, one acre of forest js dearcut every 12 seconds. In Brazil one
r-BrS “of STNorttr"^

f^'^ronmental laws or safeguards to rein in a timber industry 
hat has^rtually total control over government lands. Indeed, in the case of Clayoquot ^ 

Sound, the government of British Columbia has actually spent about $50 million of
SS^d^cfea^urSiSr ^ ^ tim^m-panies

this little-known tale of environmental destruction is, Canada’s 
political hypocnsy is equally appalling:

At last year’s Earth Summit, Canada was one of the leading 
proponents of a global Forest Convention ~ at the same time 
it was subsidizing North America’s most destructive forestry 
practices, including the clearcutting of ancient forests!

After Canada became the first industrialized country to ratify 
the Biodiversity Convention, Premier Harcourt proceeded with a 
plan to dismantle Qayoquot Sound without first assessing the 
potential impact on environment and wildlife, as required ^ 
the Convention.
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In fact, his government never seriously considered a preservation option - despite the 
longterm economic value of Clayoquot’s fishing, recreation, and tourism industries.
What’s more, the British Columbia government has failed to resolve the rights of 
aboriginal peoples who have lived in Clayoquot Sound for thousands of years and who 
maintain that the land is theirs.

Now you see why your immediate help is so vital. NRDC and our Canadian allies are 
determined to get the word out -- the truth out! - about the environmental catastrophe 
that is about to befall Clayoquot. Here’s how our campaign will work:

PART I: Building Political Pressure And Reducing U.S. Demand.

We plan to launch a massive continent-wide media campaign, in partnership with 
environmental groups in the U.S. and B.C., to bring this urgent issue to public attention.

NRDC will use mailings, newspaper ads, op-ed pieces - in short, every means at our 
disposal “ to involve hundreds of thousands of concerned American citizens in urging the 
Canadian and British Columbia governments to save Clayoquot Sound. We will demand 
that the Clinton Administration pressure Canada ~ as well as the U.S. - to live up to its 
international environmental agreements.

We will also call on the Administration to adopt aggressive wood efficiency and 
recycling standards. By reducing our wasteful consumption of wood products, we will 
avoid transferring demand and forest destruction to Canada. We will also work in 
Congress for "timber labelling" legislation - which will aid consumers in selecting wood 
that has been sustainably produced.

PART II: Supporting B.C. Environmentalists And Aboriginal Peoples.

British Columbia’s environmental activists have turned to NRDC for our help ... for 
our expertise in sustainable forestry ... for our clout in waging public environmental 
campaigns ... and for the pressure we can bring to bear in the U.S.

An NRDC legal and scientific team - accompanied by specialists from Conservation 
International - have already completed a fact-finding mission to British Columbia. Your 
financial support will enable these NRDC experts to return to Clayoquot this summer - 
to strategize with our Canadian allies and to increase the pressure firom the U.S.

And, we will continue to work with Canadians who see a future in a diverse economy 
and forestry practices that aim at ecosystem preservation - like those NRDC helped win 
last January in the Sierra Nevada where the U.S. Forest Service outlawed clearcutting.

PART III: Halting Environmentally Destructive Timber Subsidies.

The government of British Columbia not only allows clearcutting of its forests, but

(over, please)
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actually encourages it with massive subsidies for exported timber. These subsidies have 
accelerated the flow of cheap virgin timber products into the U.S. and elsewhere, 
undercutting markets for recycled wood and paper.

The U.S. Commerce Department has attempted to offset these subsidies by imposing 
a duty on Canadian timber - albeit a meager 6.5% duty. But, now Canada has 
successfully challenged even that duty before a U.S. - Canada trade panel. NRDC will 
watchdog these proceedings and keep the pressure on both the U.S. and Canada to 

reduce environmentally destructive subsidies.

*****

As our continent’s largest remaining, accessible coastal temperate rain forest ... as the 
flashpoint for the fate of rain forests around the world ... Qayoquot Sound m^ be 
protected! If a place as magnificent as this cannot be saved in Canada, what hope is 

there for the rest of the world’s rain forests?

That is why I again implore you to take these two steps:

ONE: Sign and mail the enclosed postcards to Prime Minister 
Campbell and Premier Harcourt. Tell these political leaders 
that you want our last ancient forests preserved and sustainable 

economies created.

TWO: Rush NRDC the most generous contribution you can so that we 
can carry out the multi-part campaign outlined above with all the 
resources that it deserves. And remember, if you respond within 
the next 30 days, your contribution will be matched doM. M dollar]

The fight for Clayoquot is now in its eleventh hour. I hope I can count on your help 

to save this irreplaceable piece of our continent s wilderness heritage.

Sincerely,

(y lohn H. Adams 

Executive Director

P.S. NRDC senior attorney Bobby Kennedy, Jr. recently returned from a fact-finding tnp 
to Clayoquot Sound. I hope you’ll take a moment to read his enclosed report.

P S S Timber companies have already despoiled 90% of Vancouver Island s rain forest 
watersheds. I am enelosing a color photo of one of their clearcuts to show you what hes 

in store for Clayoquot unless we act now to save it.
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Don’t rush softwood mling party
Binational panel ordersXI,S. to reconsiderduty

causing any injury to the Ameri­
can forest industiy,” said John 
Marritt, president of the Interior 
Lumber Manufacturers Associa­
tion.

‘We feel we’ve been vindicated
Vancouver

Not everyone thinks Canada This panel decision provesit victory in its long- uence on me recora," u saia.imports of Canadian softwood xma we leci wc vc uccii viut
ute wi^ the United But .B.C. Forests Minister Dan lumber'are unfairly subsidized.once again that this FTA panel after a long period of time.”
Canadian softwood Miller said he has been pessimis- The ruling Monday involvesV-a ‘ process is objective,” Tom Hockin The trade commission ha

final racn. ws__Mia.TrR . caM fmm T.Anf1nn Ont ftffeC-J In rosnnnH tn thA hni

won a clearcut victory in its long- dence on the record,” it said.;
standing dispute wi^ the United

The trade commission hu untilStates over
lumber expo
Intemattonal 3lide'Commiis bi^^ MiUersaid the hiliii$ ^ fbresti^ ^ic, Messed cautSm

,' on MonSj^ to recoMidbr^a deci-^ be d^cnbedM h victory fw^axfcpfd^e^Ul^^WTfi^^rulethal The iSmber for the forestry-de-
. .. ada, British Columbia, mort^af-^the duty^be^crea^o 15 per ^ “It’s a real vindication of the George-Bulkley

fected by the duty, is no ftirther -cent,” said Miller. “We^ld have: injcess. . P jd jjade commission
wobdlumbe'r. ahead since the tariff stays unUl to go through the whole.process , Some ^ million 5®“°^ JJuKrag the process past theto go through the.whole .process . Some ^ million in coun^ “ id'drag the process past the

The panel, part^of the Cimadav trade co^i^jbP :

ly strong rulmg^^ jA-^pokesman' for jSlf^^rf^’We'reitotOutptawb^^^ ; 
gave the ruling Liberal finance critic Herb Gray, 

noted the Americans could also
back to thecause the allegedlyrabsidized im

ports hurt U.S. producers, original paneL
“The panel concludes, that'thecommission’s deteimiination of - atwoii. Miller bsplained. ^^ .^ 

material injury by/eason of subsi- The • CanadarU.S.r;panel in May
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By Mr. GORE (for himself, Mr. 
Kasiln, Mr. Dodd, Mr. Akaka, 
Mr. Adams, Mr. Hen-iw, Mr.
MOYNIIIAN, Mr. WtXLSTONE,
Mr. Fell, Mr. ButiPEns, Ms. 
Mikl'lski, Mr. GoftTCW. Mr. 
Bky.an, Mr. Riegi.e. Mr. Kenne­
dy, Mr. D.aschle, and Mr.

K. llfi'J. A Ijill to iimvlde for the la- 
beliiiij c)i- inarkuig of tr Jineal wood and 
tropical wood products sold in the 
United States; to the Committee on 
Commerce. Science, and Transporta­
tion.

i:<L)ru‘.VL »oi(ivr iriMtiiiiA iioN amu

I'lvOlLiJTlON ,\CT
a Mr. Gt)Rt;. Mr. Fresideiit. I rise 
today to inirudine lebislaliuii that 
[ilves ev/;isiuiieis the opportunity to 
make a positive and iiowcrtid contribu­
tion to tlie sustainable inanaRemenL of 
liopical tain foii:si.s. 1 his Inil calls on 
the .S' crelary of Commerce to make 
available to the public informal ion on 
tropical forest lonjing practices, and 
to reiiaire tiopical wood products to 
bear a iabel in licaliiij iiie country of 
onsi-i of the wood useil to (nodueo 
Llieni. 1 am joined in lids initiative by 
lii ui i.:y disLinpuiciicd collei'ues.

Livery day. some Mn.uOU acre.s of 
ttopical rain f^nc-it are ioin ciow:;. :\.i 
tiio.se trees fall to llie chain saw. the 
tlaliiape is h.'lL lijoally aiul globally.

(WI r mu: lialf ol tia- .spocliS on Ihi.i 
piaiiet live in lain f.nc.-.is. But every 
day. jMiniainl iiefore:,tali(.n drives as 
imijiy ,c : .s|,ci ies to i.Atint (e,;n. Some
SCioi il i a:S IcnV < ;i.;ii/;ired iliis rale of 
di.elro iimi lo I In- o;a.-:s t.xllncl Ion:; 
Uial li 1 lu the deniiio of Ihe uinosauis 
.some ii'j nnilioii yo.us auo.

The pic.i.ls i.iid amiKi.ls (jf (be for- 
cabs 1..0 t.doable not only bi c;Lu::e ol 
till ii’ ; many aie al.sn potential-
iV: polei.i-I i u-rs p, ni i>; ajoiiLs. In f;ivl. 
tlieie is ;t 1 in a ch.nae that ibe meUi- 
eine we puub.i.e ;d. the tlioo si me is
(iroil'iiVvl liiaii I a'.V iilutei'iah liaiv^■:lL- 
I'l flom rii: fo,..:L pb.nis, and 70 pel- 
Cl.Ill of Mil* jdar.ls known lo b>o.a'.,e.s.> 
car,.''ei ii.:blin,; prop, i lies Ciime fi .n.i 
I ilS l./.l i.iOd ll l.;al s.

R.ilii baes::; itl;-o pi.iy a .sicnifiisinl 
and ewmi-'o s iide in liie ploO.d climalo. 
'I'he Ama.'.oni.ni r.iiii loie.-.t is Ibe 
.sonic, of -0 pcici iil tif all river water 
th.it Ilo'.vs imo ihe ■.unld s oclv.ps, and 
i-.M]! f.ae.L ticia are i.irdm for Imis of 
llic e:nl,.ili dio;;ld.' Rial iniln..l ri:d i i’.i- 
li.:alioii 111.Ill;, iiuo Ihe almo.sidicre. In 
uddilioii, trees id.iy a vital lole in con- 
limiinu Ihe cicle of water from the lur 
to liie E.uth; the loa.s of trees rapidly 
le-aili lu (leseililicalion and .sevt:ic soil 
cro:.ion. V/ill ln 3 to 1 year:; ;iflcr foi • 
c:.ls arc Imnu d i.r cut down, llu: area 
hecomes a waLslel.iiul. unable 1.) siiii 
port li:e.

Ti-.l.s ilLSliuctioii Is uniictcssary. L'or 
esls c;iM he niana;;cd .sustainubly. 
Indeed, fore:.I tracts that have been 
ma'il lo luodui'c commodities such iis

May 23, 1991

fruit and rubber, in addition to wood 
produebs, liave Renrralrd .six llme.s n.s 
inncli revciuie n.s Iho.so used for wood 
alone. Moreover, In .lava, ccnturlcs-old 
plantations of leak arc nianaBcd In .an 
environmentally responsible manner. 
1 he same Is line of some rubber wood 
forests In Malaysia that have been 
eared for by Indigenous people and 
f’.arvestcd with minimal impact.

Mr. ITe.sIdcnt. I believe we can make 
a difference. The United Klate.s im­
ports a .significant amount of tropical 
wood, about one-third —In value 
terms—of th.e world's trade. VVe lliere- 
lorc have a tremendous oppoituiiily lo 
encourage sustainable forestry prac- 
ti"0s. To do .so, ho\vc\cr. we need to 
provide consumers with the lnfo:rna- 
tion they need to make sound purchas­
ing decisions.

Tliis legislation i;; an Important first 
■step. I look forward lo working with 
iny colleague;: to .si.'cui c Its pas::abc.<»



PROTECT THE WORLD'S 
TROPICAL FORESTS

HON. PETER H. KOSTM.^YER
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, July 10, 1991

Mr. KOSTMAYER. Mr. Speaker, most ct U3 
have heard about the crisis of tropical forest 
destruction and the permanent loss of wildlife, 
both plant and animal, that this devastation 
entails. The World Bank has estimated that 
4,000 to 6,000 species are lost each year as a 
result of deforestation, and that perhaps 25 
percent of the world's species could become 
extinct by the year 2050. Fifty million acres 
were destroyed in 1989; at this rate, tropical 
rain forests will all but disappear in 60 years.

To help stop the eradication of the world's 
tropical forests, I have introduced the Tropical 
Forest Consumer Protection and Information 
Act of 1991. This legislation, endorsed by the 
Sierra Club, requires all imported tropical 
wood and wood products to bear labels stat­
ing the country of origin and species name of 
the wood at the point of sale.

The swift passage of this bill is essential to 
give the U.S. consumer the pov/er to influence 
The qu.ality of tropical forest management 
through consumer purchasing decisions, and 
to help save rain forests throughout the world 
that are threatened by uncontrolled logging. 
My legislation will give consumers the power 
of choice when they buy wood products.

The United States consumes about one- 
third of the tropical wood products traded 
globally. Consumers, who arc increasingly 
aware of environmental issues, may not wish 
to perpetuate the unsound use of fragile 
forest resources. This bill would give tropical 
forest harvesters the economJe irKentive to 
use sustainable timber production methods.

Requiring country-of-origin labeling is thio 
most important step Congress can take right 
now to address tropical deforestatwn. We can 
give our constituents the ability to effectively 
arxf positively influence the late of the world's 
remaining tropical ram forests.
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Clayoquot ruling satisfies no one
V

Environmentalists want logging banned; industry upset over job loss
BY ROBERT MATAS 

British Colombia Boicao
VANCOUVER — The British Co­
lumbia government has upset both 
environmental groups and the forest 
industry by allowing some logging 
on Vancouver Island’s Qayoquot 
Sound.

The loggers want to know why the 
government is protecting more areas 
than they feel is necessary. Local and 
international environmental groups 
are equally unhappy, saying no log­
ging whatsoever should be permitted 
in one of Canada’s last uncut tem­
perate rain forests.

In an attempt to play Solomon, 
balancing the demand for forest jobs 
with the protection of the environ­
ment, Premier Michael Harcourt an­
nounced yesterday that 14 areas on 
Qayoquot Sound (pronounced 
KLAK-wut) will be permanently 
protected, including the largest un­
touched watershed on Vancouver Is­
land, the land feeding the Megin 
River.

However, logging will be per­
mitted in four new areas around the 
sound; the watersheds of the Upper 
Clayoquot River, the Upper Sydney 
River, Bulson Creek and BedweU 
Sound. About 30 per cent of the an­
cient West Coast rain forest of west­
ern hemlock, red cedar and sitka 
spruce on Qayoquot Sound, about 
200 kilometres northwest of Victo­
ria, has previously been logged.

The new policy is intended to 
maintain 2,175 forest jobs, although 
as many as 400 could be lost. Log­
ging companies will be allowed to 
cut 600,000 cubic metres of wood 
annually in the entire Qayoquot 
Sound area, which would provide 
enough wood to build about 17,000 
sin^e-family homes. The previous 
limit was 900,000 cubic metres, but 
loggers cut only 540,000 cubic 
metres last year.

Some of the most intense battles to 
save B.C. forests in the past decade, 
which included burning of a logging 
bridge, driving spikes into trees to 
ruin their commercial value and set­
ting up illegal blockades, have taken 
place in the Clayoquot Sound area.

Gerry Stoney, president of the In­
ternational Woodworkers of Amer-

AREASTOBELOQGEO
1 Upper Sydney River
2 Bedwell Sound
3 Bulson Creek
4 Upper Clayoquot River

ica — Canada, said B.C. will quickly 
become “the Oregon of the North” if 
the government continues to set 
aside land — a reference to the halt­
ing of logging in that state to protect 
the spotted owl.

"This decision means more job 
loss, plain and simple. It’s hard to see 
any good news in results like that,” 
Mr. Stoney said in a news release.

He also questioned why the gov­
ernment has not made any provi­
sions to assist those who will lose 
their jobs.

William Cafferata, general man­
ager of MacMillan Bloedel Ltd.’s 
woodland operations in Port Al- 
bemi, said in an interview that his 
company is committed to making 
the arrangement work.

The logging industry worked for 
three years with community groups 
and others to develop a proposal for 
sustainable development and the 
protection of part of the rain forest, 
Mr. Cafferata said.

However, he said, the government 
protected land not in the proposal 
and put additional constraints on 
how the industry logs.

He also said he was “a little sur­
prised” that a government interested 
in creating jobs would eliminate as 
many as 400.

Meanwhile, international environ­
mental groups are considenng a

campaign to press the Harcourt gov­
ernment to reverse its policy.

Robert Ketmedy Jr., speaking on 
behalf of a U.S. environmental advo­
cacy group called the Natural Re­
sources Defence Council, harshly 
criticized the B.C. government and 
warned of co-ordinated international 
opposition.

Mr. Kermedy said in a news re­
lease fiom Washington, D.C., that 
environmentalists, native people and 
progressive politicians 'are now pre­
pared to combine forces to overturn 
this decision. What is needed is a 
strategy that is based on protecting 
the ecosystem rather than the timber 
interests.” •

EarthAction, a coalition of about 
600 non-governmental organiza­
tions in 94 countries, has identified 
the protection of the rain forest of 
Qayoquot Sound as a global issue.

“Maybe we can put pressure [on 
the govenunent] by urging people 
not to buy logs fiom one of the 
world’s last remaining temperate 
rain forests,” said Lois Barber, an in­
ternational co-ordinator for the 
group.

Greenpeace International also ex­
pressed dismay. “Though we appre­
ciate that the goverrunent of B.C. has 
made a sincere attempt to satisfy the 
stated need of all interests, with what 
remains of the world’s original for­

ests we simply cannot afford to com­
promise,” Greenpeace representa­
tive Patrick Anderson said in a news 
release from the group’s office in 
Amsterdam.

The Sea Shepherd Conservation 
Society, based in California, an­
nounced plans to disrupt logging on 
Qayoquot Sound this summer by 
driving spikes into trees. “We are not 
going to see Clayoquot Sound 
wasted without a fight,” society re­
presentative Paul Watson said in a 
news release. “We will spike trees 
and we will attack logging equip­
ment.

“It is unfortunate that we must re­
sort to breaking laws,” he added. 
“But justice is more important than 
the law.”

Mr. Harcourt said the government 
had resolved all outstanding issues 
on Qayoquot Sound, removing the 
need for a review by the province’s 
Commission on Resources and En­
vironment.

That commission has no credibil­
ity left, said Mark Wareing, a repre­
sentative of the Western Canada 
Wilderness Cominittee.

The committee, an active environ­
mental group in B.C., will refuse to 
pruticipate further in the commis­
sion’s discussions, he said. "Qayo­
quot Sound is such a key part of the 
overall consideration of Vancouver 
Island, there’s no way we could sit at 
the table now.”

Meanwhile, the federal Liberal 
Party has proposed that Ottawa ex­
tend the national park adjacent to 
Qayoquot Sound to include the un­
logged old-growth forests.

Paul Martin, the Liberal environ­
ment critic, urged Envirorunent 
Minister Jean Charest to consider 
bringing the entire area of Qayoquot 
Sound under federal protection.

The B.C. government also an­
nounced yesterday that tougher stan­
dards for logging will be enforced. 
Shaving a mountainside clear of 
trees vnll be prohibited. Companies 
will be required to log in dispersed 
small blocks. Wherever possible, al­
ternative methods such as helicopter 
logging will be used to avoid road 
construction that often leads to land­
slides.
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A thin agreement
hu fl||r«nncn( on pollution that ruv* 
emmenli of Coiuula, the U.9. niiUTX Mexico (ire now naaodnllna li likely 

to be a thin* luul Inaubaianllal lliliig, 
tcnrcely worth ItM recycled paper it ii 
written on. Thn U.S. nlrcady hat ■ long hli. 
lory of (naklnit and diiiegardlng environ* 
meaial ngreemenit with lit two nelghbori, 
and there Is no reason to expect a change In 
llscumliwt.

Succvsilve I/.S. urvaldcnti have signed 
ngreemomt with Cairndn to clean up ihn 
Urent flakes, into which (/d. cities and In* 
dusirici continue to pour toxic HIIIl The 
lt.3. ami Mexico have nindo a aucccaslon of 
Agreements from IVtU nboui cleaning up 
Ihclr boundary regions, which I'emain a dis­
grace on both allies. T1ic U.S. Congress Inst 
fall refused to vote the money to carry out 
the cotmtry's promises lo Mexico.

Utek Cephardt, protectionist Oemuernt 
from Missouri and leader of the majority 
group III the U.l KousearKeprosenlotlves, 
talks of n new legal forum to enforce envl* 
runmentnl standards In iho three countries, 
TIul Is most unlikely to come about.

Mexico has (ha aavero environmental 
problems of a rapidly Industrialising cuun* 
try; automobile smug In the capitiu. dust 
and unlrcnted sewage In (ho Induslrlnl 
soMS alone the U.3. border. These prob* 
lelns oni relatively cosy to deal with.

Canada nnd the U..S. also have severe cn> 
virofliruntaj problems. Untarlo Hydro lus 
no placo to put its nuclear wastes. A large 
swath nf Canoiii't pulp and paper Industry 
will be pul out of business if it has lo atop 
polluting Its rivers. ifM U.3. tins ihousniuls 
of unregulateii dump sites of hasnnlnus 
wastes scaltsrsd about Iho country ami its 
cuvlronmental conrixsls do not opply to the 
military p^Qi^.1» that t^^nt for some of

the cuuntry’.s moat savage oltacka on its en* 
vli-onmont.IlKse are tougher nujs lo crack 
(hnn simple untreated sowogo or old-fosh* 
ioncdcaroxhnual.

Mexico haa a free trade agreement with 
the UJi. In Its pocket nnd clearly wants (lie 
deal accepted. The Mexican govemment 
know! that UX President Bill Clinton 
needs to sImw his protectlonlals such as Mr. 
(I'cphordt that lio lurned Oeurge Bush's bed 
old Kepublleon free (rede deal Into i wluljy 
different, good, new Democratic free trado 
deal and they will do their best to give him 
what ltd neetls.

Hut if tin United Stntce wants to look un< 
iler Mexico's carpels to see what dirt has 
b«n swept there, (hen Mexico Is going to 
look under UX carpoti alia Mexico mid 
Cnnada will then have to moke up (ho mo* 
Jurity on lira panel that will rule on whether 
(he U..S. It properly enforcinf (he agreed 
envlrunmentnl etandordf.

Since Mexko'i poorly-equipped and 
pisorly-Hnanced armed foreet art subject 
to Mexican environmental law, a baloncod 
ogreement would have to enforco environ- 
inchtal stondnrda on the UX armed forcee 
nnd dofonce Induslrtes. That wei probably 
nut wluit Dick Ccpiurdt Iwd in mind.

Ilw side ogreement should not allow 
coumriei to uso environmcotal pretexti as 
a now kind of trade barrier—for exoinple 
by inviting UX pulp producers to exeksds 
Canadian paper because Canadian mills ore 
not clean enough. Conado should be carefdl 
nut lu let any such new trade barrtera be 
boodegnd Into the three-way treaty by 
way of the side ngreement.

Apart froin ihtf risk, however, the exar- 
elsu nppeori to bo inninly a rltiud dance 
without scriovB impllcallona f^ (redo or 
(heenvlronmory.
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BY DEANNt FfTZMAlmICc/THt CHKUNICl
Clear-cutting in the Clayoquot Sound area of Vancouver Island, British Columbia, which is being logged faster than the Amazon

Ancient Trees Disappearing in 'Brazil of North'
By Elliot Dlrlnger 
Chronicle SU\ff Writer

Clayoquot Sound,
British Columbia

Americans anxious to save 
the rain forest usually set their 
sights south, way south, to the 
legendary Amazon basin. Few 
know that just up north, here in, 
Cair*ada, equally magnificent 
rain forest is falling even fast­
er.

Along the misty coast of Brit­
ish Columbia, where the Canadi­
an frontier greets the Pacific, 
lush evergreen stands harboring 
some of the tallest, oldest and 
most valuable trees on earth are 
giving way to gaping dear-cuts

oWi'-.
__________

The Other Rain Forest II
that in places stretch literally as 
far as the eye can see.

Towering cedar, hemlock and 
spruce — their limbs draped in 
moss, clumps of sword fern at 
their feet — are being logged for 
wood, paper and pulp. Nearly all 
is for export, most of it to the 
United States.

These are temperate rain for­
ests — less exotic than their 
steamy tropical counterparts like 
the Amazon, but perhaps even 
more endangered.

Coastal temperate rain forest 
grows in just a few thin bands 
scattered about the globe. Half 
the original stands, including 
most of California’s ancient red­
woods, are gone. Perhaps half of 
what remains is on this continent 
— much of it in British Columbia 
and destined to be logged.

“These are among the most 
magnificent forests in the world 
... and of great scientific value, 
because of the longevity of the 
trees. There are incredible things 
we can learn from these ecosys­

tems,” said rain forest expei 
Paul Alaback of the U.S. Fore: 
Service. “Unfortunately, the ten 
perate rain forest is at least i 
threatened as the tropical ral 
forest.”

Just as rescuing the Amaze 
became a global cause, a sho\ 
down is nearing over the last ( 
the temperate stands.

Here in Clayoquot Sound, a 
865,00(kicre mosaic of mou; 
tains, islands and fjords on tt 
west coast of British Columbia 
Vancouver Island, loggers, en^ 
ronmentalists and native trlbt 
are vying for control of some ( 
North America’s largest stretc 
FORESTS: Page A8 Col. 1
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A small patch of evergreens is all that remains of the magnificent temperate rain forest that once covered these slopes on the Hesquiat Peninsula on Vancouver Island, British Columbia

Logg'ng Endangers Canada's Coas'al Ran Forest
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‘These are 

among the 

most 
magnificent 

forests in the 

world.... Unfor­
tunately, the 

temperate rain 

forest is at 

least as 

threatened as 

the tropical 

rainforesV
PaulAlaback, 

U.S. Forest Service 
ecologist

We Ve trying to 

cut a living out 

for our kids, 

ourfamilies. 

I’m an 

outdoorsman. 
I don’t want to 

see it all gone 

either. But I 

want to work’
Kevin Reide, 
timber worker

From Page 1

es of pristine rain forest.
In April, hoping to settle years 

of rancorous debate over Clayo- 
quot (pronounced klak-wit), the 
provincial government headed by 
Premier Michael Harcourt declar­
ed that a third of the contested 
land would be preserved and the 
rest opened to logging.

While the decision drew a sigh 
of relief from timber companies 
and their workers, it infuriated en­
vironmentalists, who are more de­
termined than ever to keep the 
loggers out.

In the woods, protesters are U- 
legally blockading logging roads, 
and threats of tree-spiking have 
loggers unnerved. But the more 
decisive battleground may be the 
court of world opinion, where Can­
ada stands accused of hypocritical­
ly preaching good forestry to the
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Third World while recklessly cut­
ting at home.

Long a leading voice for global 
efforts to protect the environ­
ment, Canada finds itself branded 
“Brazil of the North.” In Europe, 
an important export market for 
British Columbia, there is growing 
talk of a boycott. And major envi­
ronmental groups in the United 
States are taking up the cause.

“Canada does a very good Job 
of selling Itself as a green coun­
try,” said Liz Barratt-Brown of the 
Natural Resources Defense Coun­
cil in Washington. “But there’s a 
lot of concern that our consump­
tion of the ancient forests of Brit­
ish Columbia is fueling their defor­
estation, and as the largest export 
market, we’ve got a right and re­
sponsibility to speak up.”

The timber industry and its 
backers in government are incens­
ed by any attempt to link logging 
in Canada to the kind of slash-and- 
bum practiced in Brazil. They in­
sist that unlike the Amazon, where 
much of the deforestation Is per­
manent, every acre cut today in 
British Columbia is replanted.

Port AbMtet
But the industry’s defenders 

just as quickly concede — for the 
evidence is etched starkly on the 
mountainsides for all to see—that 
for many years the cutting was out 
of hand. And the government Is 
scrambling to persuade voters at 
home and buyers abroad that 
sweeping reforms are under way: 
a doubling of parkland, stlffer log­
ging rules and an end to endless 
clear-cuts.

“This government does admit 
the wrongs of the past and is bring­
ing about some changes, some sub­
stantial changes in forest practic­
es,” said Andy Orr, press secretary 
to Harcourt, whose New Demo­
cratic Party took power in 1991, af-

Volker Bodegom, a volunteer with the Western Canada Wilderness Committee, took a break 
from helping build a hiking trail that the environmental group hopes will deter logging



ter 16 years in opposition.

“At the same time, we want to 
see a sustainable forest industry," 
said Orr. “There are huge chunks 
of this province that rely on the 
forest industry. That’s easy to for­
get in (large cities Uke) Vancouver 
and Victoria.”
Iionomlc Linchpin

Indeed, British Columbia has 
long staked its future on cutting its 
forests.

Bigger than two Californias, 
with one-tenth the population, the 

^ province was four-fifths forest 
when first seen by Europeans. 
With the founding of British Co­
lumbia in 1871, nearly the entire 
province was declared "crown 
land” held by the provincial gov­
ernment, which eventually decid­
ed that its best use was producing 
timber.

In the 1950s, to draw people and 
investment to the hinterlands, the . 
government began granting prl- • 
vate companies long-term timber 
licenses that virtually assured 
them perpetual logging rights in 
public forest. Timber harvests 
soared — first along the coast, 
then in the drier interior — gener­
ating jobs, profits and revenue for 
roads, schools and an enviable sys­
tem of social services.

“As you needed more trees, you 
went over the hill to the next val- - 
ley. It was as simple as that,” said 
A.L. (Sandy) Peel, who chaired a 
government-sponsored Forest Re­
sources Commission that, in 1991, 
called for sweeping changes in the 
timber system. “We were a fron­
tier province for many years. The 
forests were viewed as never-end­
ing.”

Outpacing Nature
But it turned out that they 

were not. In barely half a century, 
said Peel, British Columbia has cut 
far more than nature can readily 
restore. In coming years, he pro­
jected, as logging practices are re­
formed and parks expanded, har­
vest levels are destined to fall as 
much as 40 percent, unless more of 
the money made on the forests is 
swiftly reinvested in bringing 
them back.

The legacy of over-cutting, and . 
the conflict it has created, are no­
where more vivid than on Vancou­
ver Island.

At the province’s southwest 
corner, a three-hour ferry ride 
from Seattle, the 280-mlle-long is­
land lies within a narrow band of 
rain forest hugging the Pacific 
coast from the fringes of the Bay 
Area to Alaska’s Kodiak Island.

Only scattered fragments of 
the original rain forest remain in 
the southern portion of that zone, 
from California’s redwoods up 
through Washington and Oregon. 
On Vancouver Island, bigger 
chunks still stand, but they are go­
ing fast.
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Logger Dick Nitsui with a 120-foot hemlock at Tofino Creek

Satellite photos show that half 
the old-growth standing on the is­
land in 1954 was gone by 1990. And 
although there are no precise 
counts, the Ministry of Forests esti­
mates that of the 13.3 million acres 
of prime rain forest remaining on 
the island and elsewhere along the 
coast, nearly 100,000 acres a year 
are logged.

In gross terms, that is but a 
fraction of the area deforested 
each year in the tropics. But the 
Amazon is immense and, for all hu­
manity’s assaults, remains largely 
intact. When computed as an an­
nual rate — the amount logged vs. 
the amount left standing—British 
Columbia is losing its virgin rain 
forest two to three times faster 
than Brazil.

Flying over Vancouver Island, 
that is not bard to believe.

Where once there was an un­
broken canopy of green, the land­
scape has been remade by years of 
“progressive” clear-cutting, a now- 
eschewed practice in which log­
gers cut a patch of forest, then en­
large the clearing year after year, 
until entire valleys and mountain­
sides are laid bare.
*S<raplng Ivary Traa Off*

Swooping over the tattered ter­
rain in a company helicopter, Den­

nis Fitzgerald, a PR man for tim­
ber giant MacMillan Bloedel, pre­
ferred to emphasize how areas log­
ged just a few years ago are 
already “greening up” with new 
trees.

“At one time, (we) took pride in 
being able to scrape every tree off 
the mountainside,” conceded Fitz­
gerald, whose company is one of 
two with logging rights in Clayo- 
quot Sound. “But that’s not going 
to be allowed anymore.”

As proof, be pointed to a slope 
below, where instead of cutting all 
the way to the water’s edge, log­
gers had left a strip of forest along 
the shore for boaters to see.

In its decision on Clayoquot, 
the provincial government prom­
ised a gentler brand of forestry, 
with scenic corridors preserved 
and clear-cuts no bigger than 40 
hectares, about 100 acres. (In the 
United States, the Forest Service 
has limited clear-cuts to 40 acres 
since the mid-1970s and is now 
phasing them out.)
One-Third Radwctlan In Har»a»t

The government calculates 
that those reforms, plus a doubling 
of the area protected from log­
ging, will sacrifice 400 of the area’s 
1,400 timber jobs and will reduce

NORTHERN; Page A9 Col. i
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Northern Forests at Greater Risk Than Those in Amazon
From Page A8

timber harvests one-third from the 
leveis eariier allowed.

To the timber Industry, that is a 
painful concession. But to environ­
mentalists, i. is an utter sell-out.

“We’re virtually at the point 
where we ion’t want to see any 
logging at all (in Clayoquot),’’ said 
Vicky Husband, with the Sierra 
Club in Victoria. “What’s left is 
pretty sacrosanct, because when 
you look at Vancouver Island, It’s 
almost all gone.’’

U.S. environmentalists, with

the clout of such legislation as the 
Endangered Species Act behind 
them, can march into court and 
win injunctions against timber- 
cutting. But in Canada, the govern­
ment is virtually Immune to legal 
challenge, so environmentalists 
devise other strategies.

For instance, using a tactic that 
helped save the Carmanah Valley, 
farther south on the island, the 
Western Canada Wilderness Com­
mittee is aiming to keep loggers 
out of the pristine Clayoquot Val­
ley by constructing a trail so oth­
ers can hike in.

Picking up where a rutted log­
ging road leaves off, teams of vol­
unteers with heavy loppers are 
clearing underbrush and downed 
trees to carve a crude footpath 
through dense forest that MacMil­
lan Bloedel plans to cut down.

“Once (the company) gets per­
mission, they’ll be punching a (log­
ging) road into the valley as fast as 
they can,” said chief trail-builder 
Glenn Hearns, as his companions, 
many of them college students on 
summer break, stirred chili and 
swatted mosquitoes at a muddy 
base camp.

“Our objective is to get as many 
people into the valley as quickly as 
possible, to see what will be de­
stroyed if the logging continues,” 
said Hearns. “We want to get them 
emotionally involved. The spiritu­
al sense you get walking through 
here is phenomenal.”
Work of the Chain Saw

A few miles away, Dick Nitsui 
primed a chain saw that moments 
later would bring a 120-foot-tall 
hemlock crashing to the ground, 
and confessed that after a life­
time’s work in the woods, he does 
not share such reverence for the 
rain forest.

“It’s just a tree,” he said, “just 
something some bastard’s going to 
build a house out of.”

Nitsui and his coworkers agree 
that too much forest has been cut, 
and more should be preserved. But

the environmentalists, they insist, 
are going much too far.

“We’re trying to cut a living out 
for our kids, our families,” said 
Kevin Relde, whose job is planting 
the saplings that over decades will 
turn dear-cuts back into forest. 
“I’m an outdoorsman. I don’t want 
to see it all gone either. But I want 
to work.”
Search lor Coipromlw

Just as it has in the timber 
towns of the Pacific Northwest, 
the conflict between those who 
make their living cutting the for­
est and those who want it pre­
served pervades small town life in 
Clayoquot Sound, Infecting rela­
tionships both personal and pro­
fessional.

It plays out, in some respects, as 
a tale of two towns. At one end of 
the main road is Tofino, a scenic 
enclave of 1,100 that Is a favorite 
with fishermen and kayakers and 
an environmental stronghold. At 
the other end is Ucluelet, a town of 
1,600, where many timber workers 
make their home.

How they work out their differ­
ences could well have consequenc­
es far beyond Clayoquot Sound, as 
the rest of British Columbia strug­
gles for a new social compact with 
the forests.

Toward that end, the govern­
ment last year created a Commis­
sion on Resources and Environ­
ment, to search for consensus in

«i
I

This area, marked with graffiti and known as the 'Black 
Hole,' was logged in 1975, then burned to clear debris

other timber disputes and to begin 
drawing up a sweeping land use 
plan assuring “sustainability” for 
both the forests and the economies 
built around them.

Despite the deepening conflict 
in Clayoquot, commission head 
Stephen Owen is hopeful that Brit­
ish Columbians can strike a new 
balance. There is still enough for­
est In this sprawling province, he 
said, to satisfy all reasonable de­
mands.

“Rather than an international 
target, I hope we can become an 
international showpiece,” said Ow­
en. “It’s not too late. ’The time is 
upon us. We’ve got some very seri­
ous correction to do. But we still 
have time, if anywhere in the 
world, to do it properly here.”



NORrH^Maic/^Mmi^TS "■'i' '^•

■
ALASKA

'••••.•■; ••..YUKON

Original extent of 
North American coastal 
temperate rain forests
Soum; Ccotnist

Pacific Ocean’

~
v'

.7 - rn:>'?h;77 ‘:-CV .7X'■'' 
77 ?i;

-A
T The decline of Vancouver “ 
Island's old-growth forests m.

7'13.33d: ■■'■ --*r-7 -

sefasss-;:
■jfcfifwr; :.'7i ;
■ -i

f^T--:.. '■7
- :

OuMn
ChaHoN0
hhnA

Vantouvr
bland

w
'rfm:rki

7' MOW .-■ 

■iaram

caih;::Sourcn Sierra Club of 
Western Canada

^1. froncii«oHO;W

T British Columbia 
timber harvest

▼ British Columbia timber 
production

80,000In thousand 
cubic meters

70,000

60,000

50,000

40,000

30,000

fc 20,000

= Lumber shipments, 
million board feet 

tfISpir “ product exports in
millions of Canadian dollars

Canada tSSSM 2^71

United WWPlIPPiljPSifi^ 8^87 
States ggSSasW^ $4,309

1950 '60 70 '80 '90

Sovrc*; Council of Forosf Indutfms

Japan ^ Ir%3 
fesaii $2,038

Europe U.3; $1,600

Other m $1,077

tr Bill SMITH /THE CHRONIOE



Damp, Lush — and Valuable
Nature Is nowhere more di­

verse than in the tropics, where 
countless life forms are as yet 
undiscovered. But for sheer 
abundance — great masses of or­
ganic matter built up over centu­
ries — nothing compares with a 
temperate rain forest.

Whether tropical or temperate, 
rain forests naturally get lots of 
rain, often 100 inches or more a 
year. Beyond that, though, the two 
varieties bear little resemblance to 
each other.

In the sweltering tropics, 
where brilliant orchids and brome- 
liads cling to their trunks, trees 
grow very fast, live at most a few 
hundred years, then decay nearly 
as quickly.

In the milder temperate forest, 
trees grow more slowly but live 
much longer, sometimes 2,000 
years or more, and once they fall, 
they take forever to rot.

The landscape Is laden with 
“biomass” both living and dead — 
from the lush carpet of moss un­
derfoot, strewn with fallen trees, 
to lace-like lichen dangling from 
ancient limbs and the birds, bugs 
and other critters that occupy the 
uppermost canopy 150 to 200 feet 
overhead.

Acre for acre, by some estimat­
es, a temperate rain forest can 
hold 10 times more organic materi­
al than the Amazon.

That makes it extraordinarily 
valuable, not just biologically, but 
economically, as well. The fine­
grained boards yielded by a single 
old-growth cedar can easily fetch 
$30,000 at the lumberyard, so It Is 
no surprise timber companies are 
eager to bring them down.

Most of the world’s temperate 
rain forest occurs in just a few nar­
row strips where mountain merg­
es with ocean in a climate wet but 
mild year-round. The biggest 
stands are in New Zealand and 
along the Pacific coasts of North 
and South America. Others are 
scattered from Norway to Turkey 
to Tazmania.

No one can say precisely how 
much temperate rain forest there 
once was, or how much is left.

In the only attempt so far at a 
detailed global analysis. Conserva­
tion International, working with a 
Portland group named ^otrust, 
recently concluded that coastal 
temperate rain forest originally 
covered 75 million to 100 million 
acres — less than one-fifth of 1 per­
cent of the earth’s surface — and 
more than half is now gone.

The great buildup of organic 
matter that makes these forests so 
rich also gives them remarkable 
resilience.

In the tropics, most of the nu­
trients are in the trees themselves, 
and once cleared, the forest may

take centuries to recover. In the 
temperate zone, much of the bio­
mass is stored on the forest floor, 
in layer upon layer of moss and 
woody debris, so trees more easily 
sprout back.

Still, in British Columbia, it 
takes 100 to 125 years to grow a 
“mature” forest, and while it may 
produce good timber, in many oth­
er respects it is no substitute for 
old growth.

The unlogged rain forests of 
Alaska and British Columbia are 
among the last truly wild places in 
North America, where cougars 
and grizzly bears roam and bunt as 
they have for mlllenia.

Some species like the marbled 
murrelet, an elusive bird that for­
ages at sea but nests on land, ap­
pear to survive only in old growth. 
Their genetic legacies may prove 
of untold value in years to come. 
The Pacific yew, for instance, was 
considered a weed tree until its 
bark was found to contain a chemi­
cal that shows great promise fight­
ing cancer.

To some, the ancient forest is 
simply an unrivaled source of 
beauty and spiritual sustenance, as^ 
much a treasure as the Louvre or 
the great cathedrals of Europe. 
For them, being able to stand in it, 
or just know it is there, is reason 
enough to save it.

— Elliot DIringer

A bald eagle on a tree 
on Meares Island
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Indians Keep a Close Watch
Tribes use litigation to protect the ancient forests they revere

By Elliot Dlrlnger 
Chronicle StqlfWrUer

Meares Island, British Columbia
In the end, the fate of Clayo- 

quot Sound may well be decided 
by its original inhabitants, the 
people it is named for.

Nearly half those living around 
the sound are Nuu-chah nulth, or 
First Nation. And like other ab­
original peoples across Canada, 
they claim legal title to the land 
their ancestors first roamed thou­
sands of years ago — in this case, 
all of Clayoquot Sound.

Such claims are not treated 
lightly here. Throughout most of 
Canada, treaties with native tribes 
were concluded long ago. But in 
British Columbia, the i^ue of a^ 
original title was never settled, 
and until it is, the natives hold a 
legal wild card that could prove 
decisive.

So as environmentalists and 
timber interests bicker over Clayo- 
quot’s unspoiled rain forest, the 
five bands with ancestral ties to 
this area are keeping a close 
watch, carefully considering how 
to play their hands.

Last time around, when a com­
pany called MacMillan Bloedel 
wanted to log here on Meares Is­
land, at the heart of Clayoquot 
Sound, the Tla-o-qul-ahts, who

claim the island as their own, went 
to court and stopped it. Nine years 
later, negotiations drag on, but the 
trees still stand.

Now Clayoquot’s natives are 
weighing whether to wage a simi­
lar fight against the provincial 
government and its recent deci­
sion that a third of the surround­
ing land will be “protected” and 
the rest opened to logging.

The more outspoken among: 
them complain that the govern­
ment, while stalling in negotia­
tions over the natives’ outstanding 
land claims, has gone ahead and 
parceled out all the contested ter-. 
ritory.

“The companies want to log to- 
, morrow.... There’ll be nothing to 
negotiate at the table, because It'll 
all be cut down,” said Francis 
Frank, the Tla-o-qul-ahts’ elected 
chief.
Refutol to Commit

Such sentiments have helped 
forge a tenuous partnership with 
environmentalists, who are woo­
ing the natives with the utmost re­
spect. The bands’ leaders, howev­
er, are leery of choosing sides. At a 
recent strategy session, Frank 
said, “One of our chiefs told (the 
environmentalists), ‘It’s not an alli­
ance. Just consider it dating.’ ”

While they share many goals.

he said, some natives oppose the 
environmentalists’ confrontation­
al tactics.

“Our preference is dialogue. 
We don’t want to go to court. We 
don’t want to blockade (logging 
roads). Our chiefs don’t believe in 
it,” said Frank. “But if push comes 
to shove,” he added, “we may have 
no choice.”

Historically, the natives’ life 
was rooted in the rain forest: a 
source of sustenance and medici­
nal herbs, a place for cleansing cer­
emonies and other rituals that 
linked generation to generation. 
From the giant cedars, they carved 
canoes and stripped bark from 
which to weave baskets and cere­
monial garb.

The old ways have faded, but 
living trees on Meares Island still 
bear signs of their practice. The 
TIa-o-qui-ahts point to such “cul­
turally modified” trees as critical 
evidence supporting their claim to 
the island.
Economic Potewtlql

While they revere the forest, 
the natives are not asking that it all 
be preserved. Caught in the cycle 
of poverty, welfare and unemploy­
ment that plagues indigenous peo­
ples throughout the continent, 
they want jobs and economic inde­
pendence and look to logging as 
one potential source.

But they want it done careful-
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ly. “Going in and clear cutting is no 
longer acceptable,” said Chief 
Frank. ‘The forests need to be bet­
ter managed, so there’s a sustain­
able resource that’s going to last 
five or six generations down the 
line.”

The timber Industry, which 
may have the most to lose if the 
natives head back to court, is re­

spectful but wary.
“The great irony ... is that na­

tives want development of the for­
est as much as Europeans do,” said 
Scott Alexander of MacMillan 
Bloedel. “They’re being very ca­
gey. They’re going to play both 
sides against the middle to get 
what they want— And they may 
hold the ace.”
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Canada, Conservationists 

Battle Over Rain Forest
Logging Threatens British Columbia Area

By Charles Trueheart
Washinjjton Post Foreign Service

TOFINO, British Columbia—The 
ground-level view from the road 
and shore takes in some of the most 
spectacular forest in the world: cen­
turies-old cedars and hemlocks a 
hundred feet tall on steep moun­
tainsides traced by streams where 
salmon jump.

The aerial view across the moun­
tainous top of Vancouver Island, off 
Canada’s Pacific Coast, is not the 
same. It reveals vast slopes shaved 
of trees, littered with debris and 
scarred by now-useless logging 
roads—the wounds left by the is­
land's most important economic 
engitie.

These two views are the ones at 
loggerheads in Clayoquot Sound, 
800,000 acres of ancient rain forest 
whose name, pronounced Clack- 
wot, could become as familiar as the 
spotted owl and the ozone layer in 
the pantheon of late-20th-century 
environmental symbols. British Co­
lumbia, according to one parallel 
drawn by environmentalists, is “the 
Brazil of the North,” its rain forest 
as biologically precious, and as 
threatened, as the tropical one be­
ing cut and burned in South Amer­
ica.

: Emboldened by the support of 
U.S. and Canadian conservationists 
and greens as far away as Europe 
and Japan, young environmental 
activists have converged on the 
Clayoquot Valley this .summer to 
build a “witness trail" through the 
still-uncut part of the forest and to 
stage symbolic confrontations 
against its depletion.

Every workday at dawn, a few 
more of the committed sit down in 
the middle of the road that carries 
the logging trucks and bulldozers 
into the forest, and submit to ar­
rest. More than 140 protesters 
have been charged already, and in­
creasingly the arrested are spend­
ing time in jail as provincial author­
ities crack down on what is viewed 
as an expensive and embarrassing 
nuisance.

But the battle over the future of 
the ancient rain forest is about to 
spread. British Columbia’s govern­
ment has dug in its heels after de­
ciding last April to permit logging in 
two-thirds of Clayoquot Sound, bar­
ring it in the rest and pledging to 
reform logging methods.

Citing limitations on access roads 
and the size of dear-cuts. Premier 
Mike Harcourt said his compromise

forest management plan contains 
the toughest logging regulations in 
North America.

Environmentalists, however, be­
lieve his government, which came 
to power with strong support from 
the province’s logging industry 
union, sold out to British Colum­
bia’s powerful lumber interests, 
notably MacMillan Bloedel Ltd., 
which is licensed to harvest what 
remains of the last intact rain forest 
on the continent.

One prominent environmental 
advocate, Robert F. Kennedy Jr., 
believes he has found a key ally in 
forcing the Harcourt government to 
back down: local Indian nations wbo 
believe their rights to the disputed 
forest have been trampled by both 
private and governmental interests.

Seeking to yoke the defense of 
natural resources to what he terms 
the protection of human rights, 
Kennedy visited Clayoquot Sound 
last weekend to seal an alliance be­
tween the Natural Resources De­
fense Coundl (NRDC), the Wasn- 
ington-based environmental group 
for which he serves as a lawyer and 
high-profile voice, and the five 
Clayoquot tribes whose ancestral 
lands are at issue.

“MacMillan Bloedel has no inter­
est in this land except to cut the 
lumber and run,” Kennedy said in an 
interview, “but if the Indians lose 
their resources, they're through.”

“The people who are injured most 
by environmental destruction are 
people who lack political power,” he 
said after eight hours of private 
meetings with Indian leaders. The 
issues in Clayoquot Sound, Kennedy 
declared, “are the same ones our 
countries have been struggling with 
for 500 years. What’s tlie differ­
ence between this and what hap­
pened when Custer went into the 
Black Hills [of South Dakota]?”

Kennedy’s presence here pro­
voked bitter resentment from many 
British Columbians. Gerry Stoney. 
president of the regional loggers 
union, said in a statement: “His sup­
port for the blockades is the ulti­
mate in Ainerican-style bully tac­
tics.”

Native groups have not been easy 
allies of the more confrontational 
white environmentalists who reject 
any form of logging in the area. In­
dian leaders, who wish to reserve 
logging rights for their heavily un­
employed people, have dissociated 
themselves from the daily arrests in 
the valley and have sought, with
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Robert F. Kennedy Jr, walks with Indian leaders and conservationists in the 
Ciayoquot Sound rain forest in British Columbia, threatened by logging.
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little success, to assert their claim 
over the forest through legal chan­
nels.

But after their meetings with 
Kennedy here, they were taking a 
markedly tougher line. “Our options 
are very limited," said Chief Francis 
Frank of the Tla-o-qui-aht First Na­
tion, who spoke for the tribes. “We 
can go through your system, but we 
didn’t create the justice system. Or 
we can take direct action. . . . The 
niceties of talking are almost over."

Frank would not rule out joining 
the blockades or seeking an injunc­
tion to block logging until the land 
claims are settled. But the direct 
action he and Kennedy have in 
mind, they said, is on the interna­
tional stage. An NRDC-organized 
boycott of British Columbia timber 
products, half of whose markets are 
in the United States, is a distinct 
possibility, sources said, as are 
fresh legislative initiatives in the 
United States to require consumer 
labeling of wood products to indi­
cate their origin.

To drive the issue home on Har- 
court’s doorstep, Frank said, the 
five bands al.so are prepared to call 
for a boycott of the 1994 Common­
wealth Games in Victoria, the pro­
vincial capital on the southern end 
of Vancouver Island. Local Indian 
tribes are scheduled to participate 
in the ceremonies, and their with­
drawal, Frank said, might spur oth­
er indigenous peoples of the Com­
monwealth countries to protest par­
ticipation in the games.

For its part, the 
170,000-member NRDC plans a 
direct-mail and advertising cam­
paign in the United States this fall. 
Its Ciayoquot Sound strategy is

modeled on an earlier effort Ken­
nedy led to pressure New York and 
New England states to cancel con­
tracts to buy electricity from Que­
bec’s public power company. The 
public utility’s ambitious.dam-build- 
ing project in northern Quebec’s 
James Bay subsequently was cur­
tailed.

There too Kennedy linked envi­
ronmental concerns with long­
standing Indian claims to the land 
and its resources, and last weekend 
in British Columbia, a Cree leader 
instrumental in the James Bay 
struggle was in Kennedy’s party. 
Deputy Grand Chief Diom Romeo 
Saganash pledged Cree solidarity to 
the Ciayoquot cause and urged the 
Vancouver Island chiefs to over­
come their reluctance about con­
frontation. “You have to kick them 
where it hurts—in the butt, and 
that’s where the white man’s wallet 
usually is," he said.

Kennedy was greeted by Indian 
leaders here with the kind of enthu­
siasm once accorded his father, the 
slain U.S. senator from New York 
and presidential candidate whose 
memory is still strong in native 
communities across North America.

The 39-year-old activist and law 
professor, accompanied by his 8- 
year-old son and namesake, was 
carried asbore in a dugout canoe for 
an outpouring of ceremonial gift­
giving by Canadian Indian leaders. 
As he received robes, paintings, 
masks, bracelets and even honorific 
gifts of cash, Kennedy was told that 
one gift “gives you the right to 
speak to the world on behalf of the 
Ciayoquot people.”
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Natives honor Kennedy in ritual
By Richard Watts
Times-Colonist staff
Opitsaht

Clayoquot Indians paid hom­
age to environmental lawyer 
Robert Kennedy Jr., his son and 
a colleague Saturday with a cer­
emony that reflects their sea­
borne traditions and way of life.

Kennedy, his eight-year-old 
son Bobby, and colleague Liz 
Barratt-Brown, a lawyer with 
the Natural Resources Defence 
Council (NRDO, were paddled 
to the First Nations village here 
in a cedar canoe, then lifted out 
of the water and carried ashore.

Kennedy was then treated to a 
potlatch-type ceremony involv­
ing gifts such as carvings, bead- 
work, buttons, paintings and a 
mask carved in the representa­
tion of the protector of the for­
est. The gift-giving was infec­
tious and a number of un­
planned presents were handed 
over, including a Haida blanket 
from the Queen Charlottes from 
Shirley Adams of Massett.

Kennedy, son of U.S. Senator 
Robert Kennedy, who was assas­
sinated in 1968, was invited by 
the Clayoquot people to discuss 
ways that his organization might 
offer help in the U.S. to further 
their battle to gain control of 
Clayoquot Sound.

Kennedy’s organization 
worked extensively with the
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KENNEDY GREETS hereditary Chief Wickininnish on shore.

Cree of northern Quebec fight­
ing the hydroelectric develop­
ment in their homelands.

In the U.S. the group was in­
strumental in convincing the 
New York government to cancel 
a $12.5-billion US contract to

purchase power from Hydro- 
Quebec.

Kennedy met with the Clay­
oquot chiefs for about five hours 
and they emerged to tell report­
ers they had agreed upon a 
number of strategies and ac­

tions that would be examined in 
the upcoming weeks.

Kennedy said these could be 
legal actions such as injunc­
tions, civil disobedience, con­
sumer-type actions in the 
United States — the major cus­
tomer for B.C. wood — or legis­
lative actions in the U.S.

Kennedy said he foresaw 
about 20 per cent of his time do 
voted to the Clayoquot issue but 
it might increase if it was 
agreed the U.S. might have a 
bigger role to play.

Clayoquot “has all the attrib­
utes that make it a really impor­
tant issue,” he said.

"It has a unique eco-system 
which is about to be destroyed 
and it has native people who 
own the land, whose rights have 
not been taken into account in 
the decision to exploit the re­
sources,” said Kennedy.

“What’s the difference be­
tween this and when Custer 
went to the Black Hills? The 
niceties may have changed.

“There may be more lawyers 
involved, there may be courts 
and some injunctions but it’s 
the same issue,” he said.

“There are rights which are 
owned by these people . . . and 
NRDC will assist them in as.sert- 
ing those rights.”

The provincial government, 
after about a decade of conflict
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and controversy, annouced last 
April its decision to allow log­
ging on over 60 per cent of Clay- 
oquot Sound.

The native people of the area 
immediately took it as a slap in 
the face because they weren’t 
consulted or warned.

But while they voiced their 
objections they have kept any 
plans or statements about the 
Clayoquot issue to themselves.

Attention has remained fo­
cused on the environmental is­
sues and the logging road block­
ade where 141 people have been 
arrested.

Francis Frank, elected chief 
councillor of the Tla-o-qui-aht 
Band, hinted his people are pre­
paring to get tougher with the 
provincial government.

He said his people may soon 
take legal action or even actions 
similiar to the civil disobedi­
ence now being mounted by the 
environmentalists on the block­
ade.

' But nothing firm has been de­
cided yet

“The niceties of talking are al­
most over,” said Frank.

“We still leave the door open 
for government to come and 
meet with us and have a mean- 
ingfiil dialogue.”

But he said First Nations pa­
tience is wearing thin.

One of the principles which 
has been i^ored in the Clay­
oquot decision is that natives 
have a right for interim protec­
tion of the resources while ne- 
gotions are goii^ on.

Frank said his people invited 
Kennedy to Clayoquot Sound 
because Of his track record with 
the Cree in Quebec.

’It’s not because of the Ameri­
cans or the environmentalists,' 
he said.

Kennedy is to attend the na­
tive games in Port Albemi to­
day.
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Ke 1 ledy a* is :o ra*se tree stakes
Powerful U.S. lobby group talks to natives about Clayoquot strategy

BY ROBERT MATAS 
British Columbia Bureau 

VANCOUVER — U.S. lawyer Rob­
ert Kennedy Jr. is trying to raise the 
stakes in the battle over the rain for­
ests of British Columbia’s Clayoquot 
Sound.

Representing a powerhil U.S. 
lobby group called the Natural Re­
sources Defence Council, Mr. Ken­
nedy met for nine hours during the 
weekend with members of the Tla-o- 
qui-aht First Nations, who live on 
Meares Island in Clayoquot Sound.

The son of slain U.S. attorney-gen­
eral Robert Kennedy is working with 
the aboriginal leaders on interna­
tional strategies aimed at getting 
British Columbia to reconsider its 
decision to allow logging in the area.

Tactics under discussion include 
lobbying to have concerns about 
Clayoquot Sound raised during the 
current round of North American 
Free Trade Agreement negotiations 
dealing with environment^ issues. 
Also discussed was the possibility of 
lobbying for changes in U.S. law this 
fall, changes that could, in effect, 
close the U.S. market to timber from 
Clayoquot Sound, Mr. Kennedy said 
yesterday.

Mr. Kennedy and Chief Francis 
Frank of the Tla-o-qui-aht First Na­
tions said the meeting’s agenda in­
cluded discussing options within 
Canada.

Chief Frank said Indians have 
been asked to perform traditional 
dances at the opening and closing 
cermonies at the Commonwealth 
Games in Victoria next year. "We 
could easily walk away from it” as a 
protest, he said.

Chief Frank said the federal gov­
ernment has promised that an in­
terim agreement, guaranteeing pro­
tection of the First Nations’ cultural 
values and economic interests, must 
be reached before the government al­
lows logging to begin.

Clayoquot Sound, on the west 
coast of Vancouver Island, has one of 
the largest intact blocks of temperate 
rain forests left in the world.

The B.C. government announced 
earlier this year that part of the pris­
tine rain forest would be protected 
and part would be logged under 
stringent regulations that are in­
tended to allow the forest to regener­
ate with minimal ecological damage.

Mr. Kennedy has been working as 
an environmental lawyer with the 
Natural Resources Defence Council 
for several years.

The environmental group employs 
about 125 lasers, scientists, re­
source specialists and support staff 
and IS considered to te United 
States’ most effective litigant on en­
vironmental issues. The council, 
with annual revenues of about $16-

Natives cany Robert Kennedy Jr. and son Bobby, 8, ashore near Tofino, B.C. (CHUCK STOODY/Cdnadian Pfas)

million, had a role in pushing the 
U.S. Congress to pass legislation to 
clean up acid rain.

Mr. Kennedy said the aboriginals 
and his group made a formal alliance 
during the weekend that will enable 
the lobby group to represent the First 
Nations in Washington and New 
York.

The council intends to introduce 
First Nations leaders to U.S. legis­
lators, government officials and lead­
ers in U.S. environmental and hu­
man rights groups, he said.

The council is not opposed to log­
ging, Mr. Kennedy said, but the First 
Nations land claims should be set­
tled and forest management prac­
tices ensuring sustainable harvest 
should be in place before logging be­
gins.

He dismissed suggestions of inter­
ference. "The issue is driven by con­
ditions in the United States,” he 
said. "We consume 50 per cent of the 
lumber from here.”

The United States restricted log­

ging in its old-growth forests, thereby 
exporting the problem to B.C., he 
added,

Mr. Kennedy compared the issue 
to Canada’s anti-apartheid boycott 
of South African goods. "There’s a 
recognition that human rights are 
transboundary issues, ” he said, refer­
ring to the rights of the First Nations 
to land-claim settlements.

Mr. Kennedy also defended the 
activities of the hundreds of pro­
testers who are blockading the log­
ging roads every day. About 150 
have been arrested this summer.

Civil disobedience is a legitimate 
tool for those who are frustrated by 
the lack of opportunities to voice 
their opinions, he said.

Meanwhile, the publicity drawn 
by the protests has sparked a reac­
tion. A group that supports the gov­
ernment’' decision has organized a 
"support the compromise" rally for 
Aug. 14 in Ucluclet, a seaside log­
ging town at the edge of the forest.

Chris O’Connor, a rally organizer

and manager of a small family lum­
ber business 300 kilometres east of 
Clayoquot Sound, said the event is 
intended to show that the govern­
ment has widespread support.

"The [government’s] decision is in 
danger of being subverted by people 
not willing to compromise,” he said. 
"Governments respond to public 
pressure and we wanted to show 
them that there is support for their 
plannning process and their decis­
ion. ”

Mr. O’Connor said he expects the 
rally could attract twice as many 
people as attended an antilogging 
rally last month featuring the Austra­
lian rock group Midnight Oil.

The support-the-compromise rally 
will feature chainsaw contests, jug­
gling, clowns and possibly speeches 
by politicians, if they show up, he 
said.

As well as continuing protests at 
the edge of the forests, people op­
posed to logging in Clayoquot 
Sound have organized a march and 
rally for today in Vancouver.
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American 
lawyer and 
environmental 
activist Robert 
Kennedy Jr. 
and his 
entourage are 
carried ashore 
to Meares 
Island in 
Clayoquot 
Sound by 
natives 
yesterday, a 
ceremony 
performed only 
four times this 
century. 
Kennedy met 
Clayoquot 
native leaders 
and said 
afterward that 
he had formed 
an alliance 
with them to 
oppose 
logg'ngofthe 
sound. STORY, 
Page A4

Staff photo
hw Horn/ K^hrmann



Kennedy, 

natives to 

join hands
By Charlie Anderson 
staff Reporter

(Jl’i rSAHT, MEARES ISLAND — Clayoquot 
natives and Robert Kennedy Jr. have formed 
an alliance that may lead to natives joining 
the Clayoquot Sound blockade.

Alter a lengthy meeting yesterday, Kennedy, 
an American environmental lawyer, and Chief 
Francis Frank of the Tia-o-qui-aht First 
Nations said they’ll work together to fight 
for native rights in Clayoquot Sound.

“We cannot jeopardize our ability to nego­
tiate <jver those same resources, tuid we need 
to protect them,” said Frank. The only 
options, he said, are through the courts or 
“to step on the lines to stop them Ooggers)."

Kennedy pledged the services of his Wash­
ington, D.C.-based lobby organization, the 
Natural Resources Defence Council.

“There are legal options available,” said 
the 38-year-old son of slain senator Robert 
Kennedy. “There is also civil disobedience 
available, there are a series of consumer-type 
options in the U.S. that are available, there 
are legislative initiatives that are available."

During his three-day visit, Kennedy toured 
the Clayoquot area and met with Clayoquot 
chiefs on Meares Island.

lie’ll spend today at the native summer 
games in Port Alberni.

Kennedy and his entourage were carried 
ashore yesterday afternoon while still in their 
canoe in a rarely-performed ceremony.

Inside the meeting hall, he was urged by 
hereditary chiefs to carry the natives’ mes­
sage to Washington.

Kennedy pledged his support to the 
natives, including theiF right to log parts of

/ --m

Activist pledges 

anti-logging 

pressure in U.S.
the sound.

“They will manage the land in a way that’s 
sustainable, and that may include logging,” 
said Kennedy. “1 and my organization would 
defend their right to do that.

“Fifty per cent of the logs that are coming 
out of the forest are logs that should ... be 
owned by the indigenous people who live 
here and have lived here lor thousands of 
years.”

Kennedy emphasized he came to Clay­
oquot at the invitation of the natives. He jus­
tified his organization’s involvement by cit­
ing U.S. purchases of Canadian timber.

“We feel that if there is a major environ­
mental or human-rights problem, then it’s 
an international problem.”

Although Kennedy visited the blockaders’ 
camp, he said he wouldn’t join them on this 
trip.

Logging supporters at the daily blockade 
condemned Kennedy’s visit.

“I feel it’s none of his business,” said Deb 
Kelleher, a Ucluelet resident. “They should 
clean their own back yard before they start 
coming out here and telling us what to do.

“He’s probably running on a lot of 
misinformation as are most of the other 
people who come here and speak to half the 
people.”

m.
'IS

all photo by Gerry Kahrmann
Native Chief Francis Frank (right) with activist Robert Kennedy Jr. yesterday.



cs V)(M(iOUjj£A

CLAVOQUOTSOUND
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HAROLO-.MUNRO
Vancouver; Sun ': ,

CLAYOOUbT VALLEY - The same 
tactics u^to ^Hle fl massive hydro etee-

his isa e^t:fpr the humaa rights of the 
wotld^s indigenous people iike Tla-o-riui- aHt Chief Francis Frarif^and the 2,500 
F^rst Natimis peopleBvInfihere.

Prahk^saysKemiedyiV^erstands his 
people’s fight for abdti^nal title and con­
trol of the umber resource better than any 
government in Canada. Thenatives oppose 
the B.C. government's decision earlier this

tricdam in’ricirttiern Quebec in 1991 can be

sasi»Esy»®sssaWashih'gfas^D.C., is needed to save the 
360,000’fiectafes iifCIayociabt Sound 

Thattronldindude eyerythjng from lob- 
by^^^^unsment thhUumber t^ 
out-oP'S;(J!r;oia-growth forests be labelled 
before ftMtfirt the U.S. to calling for a 
boycott^tithber products from the prov­
ince. Keilhedy IsdfecussLng several options 
with lOcdl tt^ve leaders this weekend. 

Kenhcife^aiierivirdnmhntal lawyer, said

unresolved.
‘"niis is wlHjve invited Bobby up here," 

Frank said. 1*116 understands that Clayo-^ 
quot is more Uian an economic, resource to 
cur people.'^ '

Kennedy says he does not oppose log­
ging But he believes local aboriginal popu- 
lalions should have control over the 
resources on Ibelr land.

. . i.-' ■

I WILDLFE PASSION, A3
CVWCK STOOtTfrt:P

HELPING HAND: Bobby Kennedy Jr. (right) 
talks with B.C. native leaders Friday
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Love of a good cause bred in the bon
HAROLD MUNRQ
Vancouver Sun

Bobby Kennedy Jr. believes he 
was born with a passion for wild- 
Ufe.

lie has cared for a houseful ol 
exotic pets since childhood.

Today, at home in upstate New 
York, this member of one of the 
U.S.’s most famous and influential 
families operates a shelter for sick 
and injured animals.

HU son, eight-year-old Bobby 
Kennedy III, and daughter Kick, age 
five, have their own collection ol 
house pets.

Father and son tramped through 
tile forests of dayoquot Sound Fri* 
day afternoon in a steady rain in 
pursuit of Ketmedy's other pessioa.

A passiou bom of a lesson learned 
at the knee of his own father.

U.S. Senator Bobby Kennedy 
worked for the rights of native 
American Indians before his life was 
cut short by an assassin's Iwllet in 
1968.

Bobby Jr, and the other children 
accompanied their father on many 

r VUits to Indian reservations across 
the country.
' Three months before he died, the 

Senator then campaigning for the 
Democratic presidenual nomina­
tion—went to the Sioux reservation 
in Pine Ridge, South Dakota, the 
poorest county In the U.S.

"He saw two families living in the 
burned-Quf wreck of a car." Ken­
nedy said. "He cried when he saw 
that

"I went back to that re.servation 
about four months ago and spent the 
day with Bobby and got inducted 
into the tribe and we got our Sioux 
names," Kennedy said.

He is Spotted Eagle. Little Bobhy 
is White Buffalo Boy.

Kennedy, 39, tells this story to a 
Vancouver Sun reporter riding back 
to Tofino in a van after a hike into 
the old-growth forest His mission is 
to help native:; in Clayoquot Sound 
gain control of the area’s timber 
resource.
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CLEARCUT CONSCIOUSNESS; Bobby Kennedy Jr., Chief Francie Frank tour Clayoquot

In the half-light of the van, the 
pltysical resemblance to his fblher is 
remarkable. The Intense pale blue 
eyes. The strong nose and toothy 
grin. AH contained in that distiuc- 
(ive chiseled profile.

His trip here proved a Kennedy 
can still draw a crowd of reportei j 

years after his father's death anil 
30 years after his uncle, U.S. Tresi- 
dent John Kennedy, was assassin­
ated.

That pleases him. And he doesn’t 
hi sitatc to use liis famous name to 

aw attention to the struggle of 
indigenous people around the world 
"Volt use everything you’ve got," 
Kennedy said



Clayoquot | 

awaits visit J 

by activist | 

Kennedy
HAROLD MUNRO
Vancouver Sun

ME ARES ISLAND — Tla-o-qui- 
aht Chief Francis Frank will look to 
the heavens today in search of high- 
powered intervention to assist the 
impoverished native peoples of 
Clayoquot Sound.

Environmental lawyer Robert 
Kennedy, Jr., arrives by floatplane 
this morning to begin private discus­
sions with hereditary and elected 
chiefs from five local nations here, a 
short distance from the coastal com­
munity of Tofino.

Kennedy will advise his hosts how 
the organization he represents — 
Washington, D.C.-based Natural 
Resources Defence Council — can 
help them succeed in their fight for 
aboriginal title over the 360,000 
hectares of Clayoquot Sound.

The Nuu-Chah-Nulth Tribal 
Council chiefs, representing about 
2,500 natives in the Sound, will pres­
ent a land-claims strategy to the son 
of late-U.S. Senator Robert Ken­
nedy, said Frank, the elected chief 
of the 500-member Tla-o-qui-aht 
nation with reservations on Meares 
Island and at Long Beach.

Frank refused to divulge details of 
the plan during an interview here 
Thursday, saying only that several 
options have been discussed since 
the B.C. government announced in 
April its decision to permit logging 
in two-thirds of the Sound.

Gaining control over at least a 
share of the timber resources in 
Clayoquot for his people would cre­
ate jobs in a community where the 
unemployment rate for natives is 70 
per cent.

Natives represent 43 per cent of 
the region’s population, but occupy 
only .4 per cent of the land.

Frank conceded one possible 
option is a court injunction against 
logging in Clayoquot until the land 
claims issue is resolved.

“Whether to proceed with a court 
injunction is an option being consid­
ered by the chiefs,” he said. “That is 
an option that is seriously being con­
sidered.”

Any injunction would likely be 
launched in a matter of weeks since 
MacMillan Bloedel is planning to 
build logging roads into the heart of 
the old-gro\^ valley very soon.

A similar injunction by the natives 
has prevented logging on Meares 
Island for nine years while the land 
claims issue is settled in the courts.

But legal action is expensive. 
Frank said the Meares Island chal­
lenge has cost First Nations people 
$1.2 million to date. And the spec­
tacular peaks and valleys of the 
island represent only three per cent 
of the total area in the Sound.

Liz Barratt-Brown, a senior law­
yer with Natural Resources Defence 
Council, said Thursday Kennedy is 
coming to the weekend meetings 
without a set agenda. Ju\^3o, mi
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LEADING THE WAY, Robert Kennedy Jr. 
walks with Meares Island First Nation lead-

CLAY0QU0TL0GG8NG

JEFF VINNICK/Vancouver Sun
ers to meetings to discuss strategies to try 
and halt Clayoquot Sound logging

HAROLD .MUNRO
Vancouver Sun

MEARES ISLAND - Natives 
herv will call for an international 
boycott of next summer’s Common­
wealth Games in Victoria unless the 
provincial government halts logging 
in Clayoquot Sound.

A boycott would attract world­
wide attention to the sound, where 
unemployment among natives is 70 
per cent, says Tla-o-qui-aht Chief 
Francis Frank.

Frank intends to discuss the possi­
ble boycott this week with represen­
tatives of the Coast Salish people, 
who are the host First Nation for the 
games in August 1994.

The natives say Clayoquot should 
not be logged until an outstanding 
land claim covering the entire area 
is resolved. Natives also demand 
some control over how the old-

growth forests are managed, as well 
as a share of the logging jobs and 
money from timber sales.

The boycott announcement came 
at the end of a four-day visit to the 
west coast of Vancouver Island by 
influential U.S. environmental law­
yer Robert Kennedy, Jr.

The son of the late Senator Robert 
Kennedy summoned the oratory 
passion of his father during a speech 
to several hundred natives gathered 
for the Nuu-Chah-Nulth Summer 
Games in Port Alberni Sunday.

“Part of the battle we are seeing 
here today, fought here, is a battle to 
include all the people into this 
democracy, this wonderful democ­
racy in Canada,” Kennedy said.

“And that’s something that is good 
for all of us. It’s not just good for the 
Nuu-Chah-Nulth people, not just 
good for the English people or the 
French people or the Italians or the

Polish people — it is good for every­
body,”

Kennedy, representing the 
Natural Resources Defence Council, 
returned to New York Monday, de­
termined to take the fight of Clayo­
quot natives to the White House and 
the United Nations.

Over the next month, his group 
will mail a plea to its 170,000 mem­
bers in the U.S. asking for donations 
to fund a campaign against logging 
in Clayoquot Sound.

Recipients of the postcards are 
urged to write B.C. Premier Mike 
Harcourt and Prime Minister Kim 
Campbell. A similar campaign pro­
testing against the plight of 10.000 
Cree threatened by hydroelectric 
development in northern Quebec 
generated 16,000 postcards.

In Quebec, pressure from the 
defence council led New York state 
to cancel on environmental grounds

i
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WARD PERRINA/ancouver Sun
TAKING A STAND against Clayoquot Sound logging opera­
tions, protester joins Vancouver Art Gallery rally

a $£25 billion contract to buy power 
generated by the'Qi/ebec Hydro 
project. Without the New York con­
tract, the facility was not considered 
economically viable.

In Victoria, a Commonwealth 
Games boycott would likely embar­
rass local organizers of the sporting 
event staged every four years.

First Nations people on Vancou­
ver Island were enlisted as key par- 

. ticipants in the colorful opening and 
closing ceremonies of the event.

Natives are also featured promin­
ently in local and international 
advertising for the games. And an 
artist from the Nuu-Chah-Nulth 
Tribal Council — which represents 
all five First Nations in Clayoquot 
Sound — has been commissioned to 
design the silver medal to be pre­

sented to athletes at the Games. , 
Meanwhile, the campaign to pre­

serve Clayoquot spilled on to the 
.. streetsxif Vancouver Monday where 

about 500 anti-logging demonstra- 
: tors paraded from the downtown 
headquarters of MacMillan Bloedel 

:i to a rally at the Vancouver Art Gal­
lery." : ......

' Protest organizers said a massive 
blockade is planned for Aug. 9 at the 
Clayoquot site, where more than 100 
anti-logging protesters have been 
arrested since July 5.

Valerie Langer, of Friends of 
Clayoquot Sound, predicted that 
“mass arrests” will take place Aug. 
9.
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■ KENEDY, flBftked by native rapreaentatiVM Fiancla PranK AwIJino dauahtor^lblrtrBra^ Jack Lteiaf 
laushe aa Nuu-6hah*nulth Indiat) Qainea ciuwd UeaKs Into Star Spang/ed fiannar.

Kiennedy 

adds teeth 

to native 

commitment
By Richard Want !
Tinwt-Cciioilsi i'3'f

I'ORT ALBERJU - Itoberl 
Ki»iiT)Kiy Jr. was weicbmed to th« 
Nuw lirtlt-uullli Indian Gama:< 
Monday with a tpontancottS, ftl- 
hriT nrealty on fuf hlgn m>tM. W; 
Oitldii of tlio SUiT 3part(ileu Ban- 
ncr,

Aiterward, an Indian usinj a ml- 
ci‘Oii;ione and Kwflspflakpr r<>- 
miiidcd the singer* they were in 
Cariade. but thoy shouted bock 
that th».y tnst wantiirt lo malm 
Kemieily reel at I;uuib,

During tho tarcinony, Ao In 
dl&n peoDle ecnlinued to shnwp.r 
gl.ns on Ae son ofilain presiden­
tial hopshil Robert Kennedy.

then the environmental lawyer, 
who works for tho U,S.*based Net- 
’ir*l iteiources Defence Council, 
icliuned the favers with a ff plica 
o( a whale tooth that sat ou the 
White House desk of assassinated 
pfMidnnt.ifthn Kjnnedy.

Keii::ed> suiU Utu sift was a re- 
tinriclor of tlio eoitiinon love for dc 
n 'laacyutJoyed by both fits uii- 
cic and his father, and of their 
faith that t,op. wonn s ni-cblcms 
-,..,1-11. ,1 ______ .

.-The more people we include 
the better wc are able to solve all 
tho world's great oroWems,** he 
saifl

;Iu an apparently <pontanauu5 
speech, Kennedy related how his 
hither, whan ha travelled the U.S., 
always wanted to visit Indian ra-
SUA'CJ.

'.Retort Kennedy Sr, believed 
the fminderi of North American 
dctiiociacles had overlooked a 
fdndanental irjv^stice, tin: ticat- 
ntent rl the Iiulian VcopiC ’''h® 
ivere already prosej-ii.

;Ke:iri€dy Jr. said lie has come to 
s'.iure his father's belief, and told 
tho Nuo-ehah^ntiiih Indian; tliat 
tha cortcinued hcalih of the twin 
deniocraties of Car..tda and tli<? 
U.S.’ depends on geing hark and 
r^drcKirgthftse In'i'stiees.

•'It it a marr^r of funaaracmBilujtlce.” h« eaiJ.
;Hnfrrrine to the fujesls vf Clay- 

yviiot Sound, he said if they are 
deslrpysd, then so.merhmg unique 
and special fOr all humankind 
w_ill-be lost.

As a Romeri Catholic, Kennedy 
said he has come tn believe that 
rycry time a species is made ex­
tinct, humanity !;.ses a little of Its 
ability to know Cod.

;Thu etivirpnment is as irr.por 
tant for mankind's spiritual 
hfraiih as it Is for it* ecoriomlc 
health.

"'irwc luxe Uauli oCtlie tides end 
the. aceseas we diminish ou^ 
sdlves,'’ said Kerintiiy,
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