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A Lilieral government witl
establish a framework In
which anvironmental and
gconomic policy signals peint
the same wa'y.
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BALANGEI POLICIES FOR JOBY AND GROWTH

economic agenda. It is past time for the federal government — across all depart-
ments — [0 act on this understanding by adopting economic and environmental
agendas that converge.

Keering Canapa’s Promises

Our goveérnmental structure contains elaborate systems (0 hold Parliameant.
accountable for. the management of public monies, but no equivalent scrutiny
for Parliament’s management of the public environmental trust. This has led to
a wide gap between Canada's international rhetoric on sustainable develop-
ment and its actual domestic policies. For example, although Canada promises
to fight climate change, federal policies and funding continue to favour private
transportation over public transit, and energy use over energy conservation. A
Liberal government will establish a framework in which environmental and
economic policy signals poine the same way. B

OQur-ficst-task. will be ro conduct a co nprehensive baseline study-of -federal

- aid

taxes, graats, and subsidies; in-orlér: s identify barriers ‘and digincentives 1
sound-environmental-practices. We want to promote, not hinder, the research,
development, and implementation of clean and energy-efficient technologles;
renewable energy use; the sustainable management of renewable resources; add
the protection of biological diversity.

Our second task will be to appoint an Environmental Auditor General,
reporting directly to Parliament, with powers of investigation similax to the
powers of the Auditor General. This office would report annually to the public )
on how successfully federal programs and spending are supporting the shift o
sustainable development. The report would also evaluate the implementation
and enforcement of federal environmental laws. Individuals:could:petition the
Environmenial. Auditor. General to.conduce special investifiations whei they sec
enviconmental-policies-or:lews, heing ignored ot violated. '

The gap between rhetoric and action under Conservatve rule has been most
visible In the area of environmental assessment. All too often, the Conser-
vatives have ignored the solid recommendations for environmental protection
offered by public review panels. Under a Liberal government, the Canadian
Environmental Assessment Act will be amended to shifc decision-making pow-
ers 1o an independent Canadian Environmental Asscssment Agency, subject to

_appeal to the Cabinet. The agency’s relationship to government would be

roughly similar to that between the CrTc and the Cabiner,
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A Libheral governnient will
promote co-managemant
agreements betwean Aboriginal
peoples and federal, proviacial,
and territorlal goyernments.

Dur greatast asset in moving
towards sostainabifity is
concern for the environment,
combined with the resourceful-
nw_:f the Canadian people.
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BALANCLEY POLICIES POR JOoss AND GROWTH

harmful effects of industrial activity on che environment, or that specifically
¢nhance the environment, We will consolidate incentive and support programs
m a coordinated strategy fur promoting environmental industries.

Renewable Resorces

The depletion of our renewuble resources is producing an ecological deficit as
damaging to the long-term health of our economy as the economic deficit,
Recent ¢conomic policies have 1o 16 s “ovéska rvest and closiife” approach
to cenewable resources. Through an industrial policy that emphasizes adding
value to natural resources, Liberals will foster increased employment without
over-exploitation of resources.

The long-term livelihood of rural inhabitants and Aboriginal peoples is best
ensured by responsible stewardship of the renewable resources that feed the
fishing, farming, and forestry industries. The traditional economies of
Aboriginal peoples are particularly dependent on a healthy natural resource
base, giving them a special stake in managing land and resources. A Liberal
government will promote co-management agreements between Aboriginal peo-

ples and federal, provincial, and territorial governments,

BulLoing on Pusiic Awareness
Intense public anxiety now focuses on issues such as the depleting fisheries and
forests, the thinning ozone layet, urban air pollution, and the contamination of
drinking water. Spurred by fears that our children will be lefr a grim ecological

- legacy, Canadians now link a healthy environment to a high quality of life,

Individual Canadians are far ahead of their governments in their desire for
environmental protection. Qur greatest asset im moving towards sustainabilicy
is concern for the environment, combined with the resourcefulness of the
Canadian people. The Liberal program of investing in people will be ds valu- _
able in surmounting ouc environmental challenges as it will be in overcoming
our economic challenges. A-new. Libera] government will build on this public
awareness and give individuals new tools to prorect the environment and to..
participate in environmental decision-making.-

At the 1992 Earth Summit, 105 nations adopred Agenda 21, a detailed plan
of actions required on environment and development. Putring this plan into
place will call for the involvemenr of all Canadians. The National Round Table
on the Environment and the Economy has found wide interest in a proposal for
a social marketing program modelled on the highly successful Participaction
¢ampaign, to facilitate the changes in attjtudes, values, and behaviour neces-
sary for Canada to become an environmentally sustainable society.

A Liberal government will create “Action 21," an independent national
campaign similar to Participaction, to communicage the individual and collec-
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tive actions needed for sustainable development. We will launch a campaign to
educate people on how 1o dispose safely of the 130,000 tonnes of cres stock- o

piled in Cariadian homes and workplaces; these chemicals pose a tremendous '

threar to the ozone layer. In addition, our Canadian Yourh Service Corps will

bring the energy of Canada’s young people to beat on community environmen-
wal projects, ' _ . o o : .
Individual Canadiang have expertise and a valued perspective to contribute _ B L
to environmental policy-making, These assers are often not tapped because of
financial or legal restrictions. A Liberal government will amend the Canadiafi®
Environmental Assessment Act to legally recognize intervenor funding as an

integral component of the assessment process. We will use the forchcoming

review of the Canadian Environmental Protection Act to examine giving mem- :
bers of the. public access to the courts as a Jase recourse if the federal governssy '
ment petsistently fails to enforce an environmenta! law. ' ' f
[
|
!
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Environmental reform requires government leadership on priority public
issues. Government has a moral duty to act, particularly when the long-term

" security of the planet is thrcatened.“Awmbé“r‘dli'gov“érhﬁeiitawmaahgggggntmhg S

'.:ll_ca‘gslj?q_csgforrs:oppiqg,gmductiq and consumption of hydrochlbggggg;opn- . : ' - T
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.Envirommental Challenge,
Economic Opportunity : -

reen Indystries are.the growth akea of tomorrow’s économy

i By, there will bé & US$580-billiv vorldwide
market rvices to prévent and clean ip environmentaf - :
damage. WIth careful planning and aggressive support, Canader can turp.
;envirgnimentai needs at home and abréad into écanomic opportunity:y
From, mass transit production to.renewable energy:technologles, wats?.”
‘and séwaige treatment, and the reclamation of contaminated sltes, thess.

dustries mean. environmental benefits and Jobs. - ., - . ..o,

A-Liberal goveérnment will estiblish a coprdinated Strategy of incentives
“:aind sipports [or. privaté-sector companies working in the environmental iz
i sector. We will work with.Industry to set strong environmental proteg: -
‘tion standaitls’and régulations. And we will commit 25 percent of all

new fesearch and davelopment spending to environmental technologies.
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bous:(HCEEK),, an-ozone-depleting:substance; and-establish an"carly phase-out ﬁﬁﬁ
deadlinefor-another, methylbromide;e:s - S

3 A Libera) government will work A Liberal government will work with provincial and urban governments o
j with provincial and urban gov-  improve energy c.ffu.lcncy and increase the use of tenewable energies, with
4 &

] ernments to Improve eneryy the:aimvolitting carbon dioxide emissions:by-20- percent’ from>x 988 levels+hy

$rate

efficlency and increase theuse  the,yearyzoo st Afiimmiedizte prioF iy Wil BE T3 0ESign a plan o achiave this
of renewable energles, with the  tatger;-working - with “all Wi |67 §6KENS1déEs: 'Our commitment to using eco-
aim of cutting carbon dioxide nomic tools for environmental protection, to increasing our industrin! cnorgy
emissions by 20 percent fram efficiency, and to supporting the environmental technology sector will help s
1988 fevels hy the year 2005. to make progress towards this target while maintaining a competitive econantic
' ' base.

The Brundtland Commission identified the protection of species and ecosys
: tems as a prerequisite o sustainable development. In response, the House of
! 10 ' Commons unanimously endorsed the goal of working cooperatively with

provincial and territorial governments to protect in its narural state a represen-

rative sample of each of the country’s natural regions, amounting to ar least 12

percent of Canade. A Liberal government will work with the provinces, the

tecritories, and Aboriginal peoples towards this goal: We will maintain the
. commitment to complete the National Parks System by 2000.
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INTERNATIONAL LEADERSHIP L

Canada cannot achieve sustainable development in isolation from the activities
of other nations, which increasingly affect our own environment and securirs.
Canada must promote sustainable development around the world.

Under a Liberal government, environmental security through sustainable
development will be a cornerstone of Canadian foreign policy; we will promote
this goal ar forums such as UN agencies as well as through bilateral and multi-
lateral aid programs. We will push for strong and effective international con-
ventions to deal with global environmental threats, and we will work towards
the early ratification of these conventions. :

A Liberal government will make renewed efforts to reduce pollution m’:hc
Great Lakes and the St. Lawrence and will reafficm the leadership of the
Internativnal Joint Commission. Wewill Fatlfy the I'4W 6f the Sea* Cofivention.
We~will-imake-sustainable“development a fundameital-goal of: tudé Hegotia- "
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tions.” We Wil Sipporta=*gréen"“round of GATT negonanons, ifi“which trade
and enivironment-will:besliiked: -
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Americans for Ancient Forests * Conservation International * Defenders of
Wildlife * Environmental Defense Fund * Friends of the Earth * Greater
Ecosystem Alliance * Izaak Walton League * National Audubon Society *

National Parks and Conservation Association * National Wildlife Federation ¢
Natural Resources Defense Council * Sierra Club * Sierra Club Legal Defense
Fund * Western Ancient Forest Campaign * The Wilderness Society

July 1, 1993

Premier Michael Harcourt
Legislative Building
Victoria, British Columbia
Canada V8V 1X4

Dear Premier Harcourt:

We, the leaders of the undersigned U.S. organizations, respectfully urge you to reconsider your
government’s recent decision to allow logging in much of the remaining ancient rain forests of
Clayoquot Sound on Vancouver Island.

In our own country, we have committed a great amount of our organizations’ financial and human
resources toward the issue of better forest management and ecosystem protection--including
protection of the last remaining temperate ancient forest on our own west coast. We are
concerned that greater preservation of U.S. forests not be at the expense of the ancient forests of
B.C., which contain some of the largest intact remanents of what was once one magnificent,
contiguous ecosystem from northern California to southeast Alaska.

As fellow North Americans (and some of our organizations have many Canadian members), we
are concerned about the future of all the remaining unlogged tracts of coastal rain forest.
Clayoquot Sound represents perhaps the largest accessible, biologically rich and unprotected
ancient coastal temperate rain forest in North America. Preservation of Clayoquot Sound takes

on greater importance in light of the extensive logging that has alrcady taken place over much of
Vancouver Island and the south mainland coast. -

While we appreciate that on April 13 you announced that your government would preserve about
one-third of the land mass of Clayoquot Sound, we observe that a large percentage of the
protected areas are bog, marginal forestland, alpine rock, and already under protected status. The
two-thirds of the area that is now opened to logging include many of the remaining pristine

watersheds and islands, giant Sitka spruce, western hemlock and red cedar that grow in the valley
bottoms, and mountainsides.

In view of the rapid disappearance of ancient forests around the world, this is not in our judgment
a balanced decision. As we have already learned in our own country, our ancient forests are not
only our greatest sources of pure water, rare and endangered wildlife, and spiritual experiences,



but they also contain, as in the case of the Pacific yew, medicinal treasures that are yet to be

discovered.

In view of all the foregoing, and because of our long experience in working to protect our
remaining ancient forests in this country, we urge you not to allow the logging companies to cut
timber to the point of ecological and economic collapse. We urge you to reconsider your decision
to protect only one-third of the area of Clayoquot Sound and to take immediate steps to halt any
further logging in the remainder of it as well so that other, more sustainable options for the area

can be thoroughly explored.

Sincerely,

Peter Berle, President
National Audubon Society

ON BEHALF OF:

Robert Chlopak, Director
Americans for Ancient Forests
Peter Seligmann, Chairman & CEO

Conservation International

Rodger Schlickeisen, President
Defenders of Wildlife

Fred Krupp, Executive Director
Environmental Defense Fund

Jane Perkins, President
Friends of the Earth

Mitch Freedman, Executive Director
Greater Ecosystem Alliance

Maitland Sharpe, Executive Director
Izaak Walton League

Cotars

John Adams, Executive Director
Natural Resources Defense Council

Paul Pritchard, President
National Parks and Conservation
Association

Jay Hair, President and CEO
National Wildlife Federation

Carl Pope, Executive Director
Sierra Club

Buck Parker, President
Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund

Jim Owens, Executive Director
Western Ancient Forest Campaign

Karin Sheldon, Acting President
The Wilderness Society



Americans for Ancient Forests * Conservation International * Defenders of
Wildlife * Environmental Defense Fund ¢ Friends of the Earth * Greater
Ecosystem Alliance * Izaak Walton League ° National Audubon Society *

National Parks and Conservation Association * National Wildlife Federation *
Natural Resources Defense Council * Sierra Club * Sierra Club Legal Defense
Fund * Western Ancient Forest Campaign * The Wilderness Society

July 7, 1993

The Right Honorable Kim Campbell
Prime Minister of Canada -
Parliament Buildings

Ottawa, Ontario

Canada K1A 0A2

Dear Prime Minister Campbell:

Congratulations on your recent appointment as Prime Minister. We look forward to working with
you on the many environmental issues of interest to our two countries. We write to you today
about the recent decision to allow logging in much of the remaining ancient rain forests of
Clayoquot Sound on Vancouver Island, a matter that no doubt is of some interest to you as a
citizen of British Columbia and as well as Prime Minister of Canada.

As you know, the preservation of the remaining ancient forests in North America have been of
great concern to both citizens of the United States and Canada. We are pleased that Canada has
not only signed but ratified the biodiversity and global warming treaties adopted at the Earth
Summit last June. We are hopeful that these treaties will accelerate efforts to preserve
biodiversity and protect and enhance ancient forests as carbon sinks. Canada has also shown
leadership by promoting a global forest convention.

However, as fellow North Americans (and some of our organizations have many Canadian
members), we are concerned that a precedent not be set that will make global forest conservation
and sustainable management more difficult. Clayoquot Sound has drawn world-wide attention and
concern because of its unique values. As perhaps the largest accessible, biologically rich, and
unprotected ancient coastal temperate rain forest in North America, we encourage you to give
full consideration to all of its values.

As we have already learned in our own country, our ancient forests are not only our greatest
sources of pure water, rare and endangered wildlife, and spiritual experiences, but they also
contain, as in the case of the Pacific yew, medicinal treasures that are yet to be discovered.

We have committed a great amount of our organizations’ financial and human resources toward
the issue of better forest management and ecosystem protection--including protection of the last
remaining temperate ancient forest on our own west coast. We are concerned that greater
preservation of U.S. forests not be at the expense of the ancient forests of B.C., which contain



some of the largest intact remanents of what was once one magnificent, contiguous ecosystem

from northern California to southeast Alaska.

In view of the rapid disappearance of ancient forests around the world and the obligations
assumed at Rio last year, we respectfully encourage you to review the decision to log the majority

of the pristine watersheds and islands of Clayoquot Sound.

Again, congratulations on your appointment.

Sincerely,

G el

Peter Berle, President
National Audubon Society

ON BEHALF OF:

Robert Chlopak, Director
Americans for Ancient Forests
Peter Seligmann, Chairman & CEO

Conservation International

Rodger Schlickeisen, President
Defenders of Wildlife

Fred Krupp, Executive Director
Environmental Defense Fund

Jane Perkins, President
Friends of the Earth

Mitch Freedman, Executive Director
Greater Ecosystem Alliance

Maitland Sharpe, Executive Director
Izaak Walton League

John Adams, Executlve Director
Natural Resources Defense Council

Paul Pritchard, President
National Parks and Conservation
Association

Jay Hair, President and CEO
National Wildlife Federation

Carl Pope, Executive Director
Sierra Club

Buck Parker, President
Sierra Club Legal Defense Fund

Jim Owens, Executive Director
Western Ancient Forest Campaign

Karin Sheldon, Acting President
The Wilderness Society
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nc . Natural Resources
Defense Council

1350 New York Ave.. N.W.

. Washington, DC 20005
Contact: Liz Barratt-Brown, NRDC 202 783-7800

Ian Bowles, CI 5/20/93 Fax 202 783-5917
DECISION TO LOG CLAYOQUOT SOUND RAISES GLOBAL POLICY CONCERNS

Clayoquot Sound is one of the last large lowland areas of coastal temperate rain forest
that once spanned northern California to south eastern Alaska. In the B.C. government’s
own words, "Clayoquot Sound is a spectacular part of coastal British Columbia, a region
renowned for its beauty” - it is also almost unique -- three of the five remaining large

primary watersheds of the original 89 on British Columbia’s Vancouver Island are in the
Sound.

Clayoquot Sound should be conserved for its biological significance and the economic
benefit that functioning ecosystems bring to the local ecoromy. Land use decisions in
Clayoquot Sound, however, also have broader significance to various international
initiatives to conserve the global environment.

Earth Summit:

At the Earth Summit last June, over 150 countries signed treaties to stem global warming
and biodiversity loss and adopted a detailed plan of action, Agenda 21, which embraces
ambitious goals to fundamentally alter economic decision making that has imperilled the
sustainability of our planet’s diverse peoples and natural resources. Have these historic
agreements had an impact on solving tough decisions on the ground? If developed
countries like the U.S. and Canada can’t preserve their ancient forests, how can
developing nations be expected to preserve their tropical forests? The June anniversary
provides an opportunity to look critically at these questions.

Biodiversity treaty:

Canada was the first industrialized country to ratify the biodiversity treaty, an agreement
that requires signatory nations to put in place national strategies to conserve and
sustainably utilize their biological resources. After signing the treaty, Canada promised
that it would develop a strategy for protecting biodiversity and implementing the treaty
with the provinces before ratifying. To date, that has not happened and the Clayoquot

Sound decision is evidence of the urgent need to integrate federal and provincial natural
resource policy.

International Tropical Timber Agreement:

The U.S., which has been the head of the consumer country caucus at the ITTA, recently
signaled its intention to support inclusion of temperate and boreal forests in the ITTA, a

toce Rended Paper 10 West 20th street 71 Stevenson Street @17 South Olive Street 212 Merchant 5t Sinte 203
New York, Newe York 10011 San Francisco, CA 94105 Los Angeles, CA 20014 Honeluln, Haeat'1 90813
212727-2700 415 777-0220 213 892-1500 SO8 533-1075

Fux 212 727-1775 Fux 415 495-592¢ Fux 213 039-3389 Fux 808 521-0841



move that would in principle force Canada to reduce their old growth forest utilization to
a sustainable level.

Forest treaty:

Canada was one of the leading proponents of a global forest convention. That effort
failed at the Earth Summit because developed countries were correctly charged with
being hypocrites for not preserving forests in their own backyard. British Columbia has
been dubbed the "Brazil of the North," by both local and international activists, due to
natural resource decisions such as the one recently made in Clayoquot Sound.

Global warming treaty:

Canada was one of the first countries to ratify the global warming treaty. Under this
agreement, industrialized countries must reduce carbon dioxide emissions and protect
forests that serve as sinks to sequester carbon. Canada has ten percent of the world’s
forests. The future of all people depends on preservation and regeneration of these
forests.

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA):

Environmental protection has become one of the most controversial aspects of NAFTA.
The three countries are currently in negotiations to develop environmental side
agreements to address the impact of trade on natural resources. The North American
Commission on the Environment could prove to be an effective forum to address the
conservation of shared ecosystems under threat of destruction, such as coastal temperate
rain forests. Currently, weak environmental protection may amount to a trade subsidy
and, further, promote unsustainable utilization of natural resources.

The U.S. consumes half of the timber exported from British Columbia. The majority of
the wood cut in B.C. goes to the U.S., Europe and Japan. Because U.S. demand is
fueling deforestation in British Columbia, consumers have the right and responsibility to
be concerned about whether products we use are contributing to deforestation.
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ADDITIONAL CONCERNS ABOUT DECISION TO LOG CLAYOQUOT SOUND

The B.C. government decision would open up logging in most of Clayoquot Sound’s
ancient rain forests. The government says thirty percent will be preserved. GIS mapping
analysis by the Sierra Club of Western Canada shows that the figure is less than twenty
percent when marginal ecosystems are removed. The majority of the timber will be
logged by timber giant MacMillan Bloedel, the company that the B.C. government has
a 4% (350 million) ownership interest in. The decision was made without adequate
analysis and without the benefit of public review.

+ Inadequate analysis done: The B.C. government did not consider a preservation
option (what we call no-action option under the US. National Environmental
Policy Act) or conduct an environmental impact assessment of the decision. No
analysis was done on the impact on biodiversity in the region. The analysis of
sustainable business opportunities in the region - notably tourism and fisheries -
- was suppressed (not surprisingly, the report concluded there were more jobs in
sustaining the forests than in cutting them down). No information was provided
on what was meant by "performance based logging” or other terms mean that were
used in the decision. And no analysis was done of Canada’s obligations under
international treaties it is party. Under U.S. law, even if the government had done
the analysis cited above, the decision would have been made available in draft
form for public comment.

+ Land-use process undercut: The B.C. government - amid much fanfare a year
ago - created an independent commission that was to be a world model for
resolving land disputes, the Commission on Natural Resources and the
Environment (CORE). The first task of the commission was to produce
recommendations for Vancouver Island. However, the government left Clayoquot
Sound out of the purview of the commission and failed to use the opportunity to
refer the Sound to the commission when a local effort to reach consensus on the
Sound failed last fall. The Commissioner, Stephen Owen, has challenged the
government to respond to a series of recommendations before any new or revised
logging permits are issued and called for a conflict of interest investigation of the

government’s ownership of shares in MacMillan Bloedel.

« Aboriginal rights ignored: Vancouver Island aboriginal tribes have claimed the
temperate rain forests of Clayoquot Sound as their hereditary land. With the
exception of one island, which is locked in a multimillion dollar land claim dispute,
the decision was made without consulting with the aboriginal tribes about their
territorial rights.
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FORESTS

by JIM FULTON

HERE ARE campeting
visions about the future

of the living forcsts of "

Clayoquot Suund. There
is the vision of the original oecu-
pants and owners of the land, as rep-
rerenied by the Nuu-Chah-Nulth
tribat eouncil. These arc the
Ahousaht, esquiaht, Clayoquot,
Uecluelet and Toquat peoples.
Heapect has not been glven to this
vision, despite rulings of Canada’s
highest courts. .

As British Columbians, we
should not forget the words of Mr.
Justice Peler Seaton about abo-
riginal rights and Mearcs [sland.
He reminded us that there are
few, if any, aboriginal rights lelt
in an area that is cleareul Cana-
da'k Constitution recognizcs and
affirms the rights of our first citi-

icns.

There is the vision of the forest
industry, of converling these
stems — this resourve inventory
— into cash, They went full court
press over Clayoquot and wound
up with more than 80 per cet of
the old growth. This vision of the
bottom line is sell-serving.

There is the vision of thosa that
believe that Clayoquot Sound
should be principally or entirely
EVMMM' Some years ago, the

orld Commirsion oa Environ-
inent and Development recom-
mended that at least 12 per cent
of every major ecusystem be pro-
tected, Caneda and the provinces
adopted) this concept last June.

O F THE 80 primary water-
sheds on Vancouver fsland
afemnmen thau M hootares in

Duelling visions
for Clayoquot

CORE still offers the only hope for finding a
consensus on one of B.C.'s crown jewels -

undrrstanding of the universe is
tied to these anciont rainforests.
Thereis the vision of (he forest
industry workers who claim that
hundreds of joba will ba lost f
Clayoquot is not logged. This
vision is not widely shared, in
part due to the silence of these
workers to the boardroom deci-
sions to shed thousands of their
jobs lo greedy technology and
prafit erx:rom.

According to a 1993 forest
industry workers publication, 85
per cent of Rritish Columbia’s
annual allowable cut is con-
trolied by the multinationals and
the majority of the sharehalders
live outside Canada. We don't
have control of our forests. The
suggestion that the Clayoquot
raust be logged to save jobs is
blind to fact that thousands of
jobs have siready been lost with-
out providing one acre (rom B.C's
forest base for protection.

IN HIS recent book. Seeing the
Forest Among the Trees, Herb
Hammond contludes: “British
Columbia timber managers do
less with more (both wood quality
and wood volume) than any other
puri of Canada or any developed
timber management country
around the world.”

In 1881, [ wrote to Jack Munro .

— then president of the IWA and
now chairman of the Forest
Alliance of B.C. —and he dida't
refute the following fucts. “Lur-
ing the 1950s, B.C. forests generat.
ad 2.64 direct jobs for every 1,000
cubic metres cut. Today, the fig-
ure is less than one direct job for
every 1,000 cubic metrex. Califor
nia, un the other hand, fets 52
jobs today (or the same amount

Afer concluding that
global warming
poses o threat sec-
ond only to
nuclear war,
we recom.
mended a 20 per
cent reduction in
human-sourced
€Ot emissions
from 1968 lev- &
els by the year 2005.
Canada has

promised to .
stabillze .
emisaions
at 1000
levels by the
year 2000.
Reports
Just com-

leted for the
ederal gov- i
ermnment :
conclude
that greenhouse
£a3 emis-
sions here
will rise
by more
than 12 per
cent by the :
year 2000 =

In a report i_ust completed by

the Library of Parlia- .
ment, a critical
factor was identi-
fied. “Conversion
of old-frowth
forests in the Pacific Northwest
has been a significant source of
carbon in the atmosphere . . (15
to 1.8 billion tonnes of earbon
have been added ta the atmos-
phere in the Jast hundred years.

‘N? HEN HARVEST of second-
growth (orests, fires, rond

e cimiadiam and nrhaniastinn

Y e

oquot, 1 calied on B.C. 1o place
the issue before the provincial
Commission on Resources ond
the Environment, chaired by for-
mer B.C. Ombudsman Stephen
Owen. I do o again now, tollow-
ing the detision, hecause the
forests of Clayoquot still stand.
CORE is in the process of sort-
ing out the “crown jewels™ of
B.C.'s ancient forests for protec-
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si2Q, only six are iCIL URIOKECY,
and three of these are in Clay-
oquot Sound. My math tells meo
that six out of 90 lcaves just 15
per cent. Itisa gimple fact fhat
little ancient rainforest is left on
Vancouver Island.

There are waiting liste of visi-
tars for Pactiic Rim National
Park. There ir no major parkland
left between Vancouver and
Hope. Itisa combination of love,
respect and a sense of l0ss that
make this viston tick. Human

all gencrates 3.4 Umes as many

jobs
imer:ﬁ

r cubic metre of timber
it the B.C. forest industry

pravided the same employmet
per volume of timber lopded as

just across the border,

jobs could be created.”
There ix also the global vision.

This includes conaerns aboul bio-

diversi

warming. Parliament produced a

ty. specics loss and global

unanimous report on global

wartn|

66,000 new

g called No Time to Lose.

are CONSINEred, LS HEWc 13
much more impartant. And
although this region remains
small, About 0017 per cent of the
earth's land surfaee, conversion
of old-growth forests would
account for Lwo per cent of the
total carbon released in the
atmosphere during this same
peri Od.“

Ss thore are all of these com-
peting visions, I'rior to a political
decislon being applied to Clay:

wilhout prejudicing the rights o
First Nations and can at least
begin to hear the arguments on
the broader issues now before u
The linear debate between ca
Inet and the direct beneficiarie:
MacMiilan Bloedel and Intern&
tional Forest Producis, exclude
nany visions. Only CURE ofters
window on these.d )
Jim Fultan, MP for Skeows. 13 {
federal NDI''s environment eriti
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NOTE TO EILEEN AND KATTE FROM DAN ~ v
RE: MEETING WITH NGOs ON FOREST ISSUES M dt WWJ7
4/19/93

I met today with Liz Barrat-Brown and”Mark Spalding (NRDC)
and Ian Bowles (Conservation International (CI)) to discuss the
ongoing issue of the countervailing duty (CVD) against Canada fo
softwood timber exports. A02Z;{%ffﬁuﬁ¢4

NRDC is following this issue closely, and may represenf the
recycled paper industry if a new petition is needed in this
process (see explanation below). CI is active with "field
projects" in Latin America, the Pacific NW and British Columbia
(BC) regarding biodiversity, environmental education, landsat
analysis, etc.

Their main concern about a subsidy for timber production,
beyond the economic injury/trade distortion, is that old growth
forests in Canada (esp. unique Clayoquot Sound, BC) are not
accounted for their true "“value" and thus suffer from an
incentive for overexploitation. 1In Canada, there is no
endangered species act, no provincial EIA requirement, etc. But
they do care about the CVD.

Background

o 1983: Department of Commerce (DOC) determined that Canada
was not subsidizing its timber production

o) 1986: DOC reversed its finding and determined that Canada
was subsidizing its softwood timber production. Canada
agreed in an MOU with the US to a 15% export tax in order to
offset subsidy while it exists and create incentive for
subsidy to be removed.

o 1991: Canada unilaterally decided that it had removed the
subsidy. DOC initiated a review, determined that the
subsidy had not been removed and initially suggested that
the export tax should only be lowered to 14.5%. After some
discussion with the Canadian timber industry (the NGOs were
calling this a "sweetheart deal" and alleged some conflict
of interest) the suggested DOC lowered its suggested export
tax level to 6.51%.

+ 3.01% for stumpage fees (95% of the land in BC is
provincially owned. Small number of competitive bids
of logging showed a big price differential (10%) with
the long term tenure prices.)

+ 3.5% for export restrictions (Ban on export of whole
logs unless the exporter: 1) can show that there is a
surplus od what local mills can handle; and 2) pays
100% duty. Result is <1% exported. Export

G LU grnid B petgrl flunt



restrictions OK in theory, but this one was determined
to be too big, with too great an effect.)

Current Status

o In February 1993, Canada brought action against the US for
the suggested level of 6.51% to the Binational Panel of the
canadian Free Trade Agreement (FTA). A finding is expected
by May 6, 1993. If the Binational Panel finds that there is
a subsidy, it will refer the case to the ITC (probably
around May 27-28) which will determine if there is an
economic injury. The ITC determination would likely be
released in July.

o DOC is hoping for a remand by the Binational Panel so they
can solidify their case.

Concern

o Environmental issues are apparently not represented because
environmental groups have no standing in CVD hearings. Nor
is issue of "environmental subsidies" recognized as a
problem.

o If the Binational Panel finds against the US (rather than
just remanding for more information) what will be our
response? NGOs want us to make a lot of noise about
environmental aspects of the case. NRDC may go on to
represent recycled paper industry (Canada produces 40% of
the world’s "virgin" newsprint from 10% of the world’s
forests) in order to be able to file a new petition.

Relation to Forest Summit

At the Summit in Oregon, the VP apparently suggested that
removing the CVD could have some positive effects on the economy
(i.e. would lower prices of Canadian timber, which would help the
US housing industry). However, CRS has determined that the CVD,
spotted owl, etc., have far less of an impact on lumber prices
than the state of the economy itself. Supporting this, CRS also
found that the most housing starts occurred at times when lumber
prices were at their highest.

Recommendation
I will continue to track this issue. We should: 1) make
sure that we think this through when following up on the Forest

Summit; and 2) be prepared to act (if necessary) when the Panel
issues its finding.

cc: David Cottingham



NOTE TO KATIE FROM DAN
RE: 7/9 TIMBER ISSUE AND MEETING W/BLANCHARD ON CANADA
7/8/93

From what I can tell, this meeting called by former Michigan
Governor Blanchard (now Ambassador-designee for Canada) at the
suggestion of the VP is pretty much a schmooze-fest. However,
one issue that we should probably sensitize him to is timber
trade, especially the countervailing duty (CVD) against Canada
for softwood timber exports. (See attached background memos from
NRDC and Greenpeace.)

The most recent development on this issue is that the
Binational Panel of the Canadian Free Trade Agreement did not
find that there was a subsidy for softwood timber, effectively
striking down the US CVD on imports from Canada.

While this has greatly reduced USG leverage on improving
forest management in Canada (Commerce is still trying to figure
out how to respond), US and Canadian NGOs (incl. NRDC) have been
focusing a lot of attention on the issue of ancient forests in
Canada, especially Clayoquot Sound in British Columbia. In fact
this has been at the top of the news in the past couple weeks.

We probably don’t need to go into great detail with him on
this, but its probably worth raising.



Canadian Environment Groups:
in all cases, the phone numbers were taken off a very bad fax and may be slightly off.
If so, simply call the area code and 555-1212 to get the correct number.

Canadian Wildlife Federation \ W
National headquarters: Ottawa W
613-721-2286

British Columbia Chapter - W

604-593-2293

Environment Probe
Toronto
416-978-7039(7)

Greenpeace Canada
Toronto
416-345-8408

Nature Conservancy of Canada
Toronto
416-469-1701

Pollution Probe Foundation *

Toronto

416-925-1907

A good place to start- very strong organization

Sierra Club of Canada
Ottawa
613-
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MEMO TO DAN FROM AIMEE (M l/“”‘/wv\ o/~

DATE: AUGUST 17, 1993
RE: CLAYOQUOT FORESTS

In April, hoping to settle the debate between loggers and

environmentalists/scientists/native peoples over 865,000-acres of forests on

mountains, islands and fjords on the west coast of British Columbia, the

provincial government headed by Premier Michael Harcourt declared that a

third of the contested land would be preserved and the rest opened to logging.

The decision was welcomed by loggers/timber companies, but disgusted

conservationists and native peoples. According to them, Canada looks like a

hypocrite while it preaches good forestry to the Third World (in Rio and since),

and continues irresponsible deforestation at home. S »rl,,; J 7
{ ‘f._(\/‘c -

The timber industry admits that it has been out of hand in the past--clear
cutting using a cable system, followed by little or no replanting; but it claims
that those days are over and that every acre cut is replanted/ They are calling
for scenic corridors to be preserved and clear-cuts no bigger than 40 hectares
(about 100 acres) (in the U.S., the Forest Service has limited clear-cuts to 40
acres since the mid-1970s and is now phasing them out). But NRDC and
others claim that no logging should be done, with the previous bad practices
and so little of the temperate rain forests left at all.

Liz and Robert Kennedy, Jr. of NRDC-NY spent the second half of July in
British Columbia working to draw attention to the Clayoquot forests and built
a formal partnership with the native inhabitants of Clayoquot Sound. The
chiefs of five local nations claim aboriginal title of all of the 865,000 acres of
the Sound (about 360,000 hectares). The Nuu-Chah-Nulth Tribal Council
chiefs, representing about 2,500 natives in the Sound, will present a land-
claims strategy to NRDC. The native residents represent 43% of the regions
population, but occupy only .4% of the land. Gaining control over at least a
share of the timber resources would create jobs in a community where the
unemployment rate for natives is 70%. NRDC is looking into options for their
partnership, and intends to introduce the First Nations to U.S. legislators,
government officials and leaders of U.S. environmental and human rights



groups (in relation to the First Nations' land-claims). NRDC has also
supported civil disobedience by hundreds of protestors blockading the logging
roads everyday. Other options include an NRDC-organized boycott of B.C.
timber products, and new legislative initiatives in the U.S. to require labeling.

Another option includes a court injunction against logging in Clayoquot until
the land claims issue is resolved. A similar injunction by the natives has
prevented logging on Meares Island for nine years while the land claims issue
is settled in the courts. But legal action in the Meares Island has cost First
Nations people 1.2 million Canadian dollars to date, and the island only
represents 3% of the total area of the sound. The five native bands are also
prepared to call for a boycott of the 1994 Commonwealth Games in Victoria;
local Indian tribes are scheduled to participate in the ceremonies and their
withdrawal could spur other indigenous peoples of the Commonwealth
countries to protest participation in the Games.

NRDC is doing a direct-mail and advertising campaign in the U.S. this fall,
with its Clayoquot strategy modeled on its Cree/Hydro-Quebec effort.
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me Natural Resour'ces 40 West 20th Street
Defense Council | New York, NY 1001:

Dear NRDC Member,

I am writing to inform you that Michael Harcourt, the Premier of British Columbia,
has just approved plans to clearcut the magnificent ancient forest of Clayoquot Sound --
located on the spectacular west coast of Canada’s Vancouver Island.

Harcourt’s shocking decision will permit multi-national timber giants to enter and

destroy the heart of our continent’s largest remaining, accessible coastal temperate rain
forest.

Clayoquot (pronounced "clak-what") Sound is a spectacularly beautiful mosaic of
islands, fjord-like inlets, and a dense forest rimmed by snow-capped peaks. The forest is
filled with towering, ancient trees -- giant red cedar, Sitka spruce, western hemlock and
Douglas fir -- many of which are 1000 to 2000 years old.

Beauty aside, why should you and I care about Clayoquot Sound?
Why should we feel a profound responsibility to defend it?

First, because it has extraordinary ecological value. Ancient forests like Clayoquot
contain the greatest forest biomass on Earth and play a leading role in capturing global
warming gasses. This forest is home to large predators like wolves, bears and cougars.
And the Sound itself is inhabited by salmon, whales, and dozens of species of migrating
waterfowl and shorebirds.

Second, because the Earth’s temperate rain forests are being rapidly obliterated.
North America is home to half of the world’s remaining temperate rain forests -- and, of
these, one half are located in British Columbia. Clayoquot Sound is the flashpoint in the

—  —— — e ——  —— ——— ) 2

worldwide battle to save these vanishing rain forests.

Third, because we Americans purchase and use about half of British Columbia’s
exported timber, virtually all of it cut from ancient forests. If you and I are fueling the
deforestation of British Columbia, then we must play a role in stopping it!

And, fourth, because you and I have learned, in our own Pacific Northwest, the
shortsightedness of logging forests to the point of ecological and economic collapse.
British Columbia still has time to learn from our mistakes. If Vancouver Island -- with its
thriving fishing, recreation and tourism industries -- can’t preserve its forests and build a
sustainable economy, what hope is there for saving any ancient forest?

Given the urgency of the situation, a growing number of Canadian
environmental groups and aboriginal peoples have turned to NRDC
and asked us to help them save the ancient forest of Clayoquot Sound.

(over, please)

Recvcied Paper
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We have agreed to respond to their request and join the fight, a fight we believe we
can win, provided we have the immediate support of dedicated members like you.

But make no mistake: the chain saws are poised, ready to cut. We must act before
they wreak their deadly havoc. So here is what I need you to do today:

(1) Sign and mail the enclosed postcards to Canadian Prime
Minister Kim Campbell and B.C. Premier Michael Harcourt.
These leaders must hear a continent-wide hue and cry of
protest against Clayoquot’s destruction.

(2) Rush NRDC an Emergency Contribution so we can launch an
intensive, continent-wide campaign of citizen action aimed
squarely at saving the Sound’s irreplaceable rain forest.

As an added incentive for you to get involved ... a long-time member of NRDC’s
Board of Trustees -- who lived in Canada and is deeply committed to sustainable
forestry -- has offered to match, dollar for dollar, every contribution given in support of

NRDC’s Clayoquot Sound campaign within the next 30 days. So by responding promptly
your gift will go twice as far!

Please understand that, while Canada portrays itself as an environmentally-minded
country, it is logging ancient forests at a breakneck pace. Canadian environmentalists
estimate that, in Canada, one acre of forest is clearcut every 12 seconds. In Brazil, one

acre is cut or burned every nine seconds. No wonder many Canadians call their nation
the "Brazil of the North!"

Worse yet, there are few environmental laws or safeguards to rein in a timber industry
that has virtually total control over government lands. Indeed, in the case of Clayoquot
Sound, the government of British Columbia has actually spent about $50 million of

taxpayer money to buy shares in MacMillan Bloedel -- one of the two timber companies
that will do the clearcutting!

And as shocking as this little-known tale of environmental destruction is, Canada’s
political hypocrisy is equally appalling:

* At last year’s Earth Summit, Canada was one of the leading
proponents of a global Forest Convention -- at the same time
it was subsidizing North America’s most destructive forestry
practices, including the clearcutting of ancient forests!

* After Canada became the first industrialized country to ratify
the Biodiversity Convention, Premier Harcourt proceeded with a
plan to dismantle Clayoquot Sound without first assessing the
potential impact on environment and wildlife, as required by
the Convention.
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In fact, his government never seriously considered a preservation option -- despite the
longterm economic value of Clayoquot’s fishing, recreation, and tourism industries.
What’s more, the British Columbia government has failed to resolve the rights of
aboriginal peoples who have lived in Clayoquot Sound for thousands of years and who
maintain that the land is theirs.

Now you see why your immediate help is so vital. NRDC and our Canadian allies are
determined to get the word out -- the truth out! -- about the environmental catastrophe

that is about to befall Clayoquot. Here’s how our campaign will work:

PART I: Building Political Pressure And Reducing U.S. Demand.

We plan to launch a massive continent-wide media campaign, in partnership with
environmental groups in the U.S. and B.C,, to bring this urgent issue to public attention.

NRDC will use mailings, newspaper ads, op-ed pieces -- in short, every means at our
disposal -- to involve hundreds of thousands of concerned American citizens in urging the
Canadian and British Columbia governments to save Clayoquot Sound. We will demand
that the Clinton Administration pressure Canada -- as well as the U.S. - to live up to its
international environmental agreements.

We will also call on the Administration to adopt aggressive wood efficiency and
recycling standards. By reducing our wasteful consumption of wood products, we will
avoid transferring demand and forest destruction to Canada. We will also work in
Congress for "timber labelling” legislation -- which will aid consumers in selecting wood
that has been sustainably produced.

PART II: Supporting B.C. Environmentalists And Aborigjhal Peoples.

British Columbia’s environmental activists have turned to NRDC for our help ... for
our expertise in sustainable forestry ... for our clout in waging public environmental
campaigns ... and for the pressure we can bring to bear in the U.S.

An NRDC legal and scientific team -- accompanied by specialists from Conservation
International -- have already completed a fact-finding mission to British Columbia. Your
financial support will enable these NRDC experts to return to Clayoquot this summer --
to strategize with our Canadian allies and to increase the pressure from the U.S.

And, we will continue to work with Canadians who see a future in a diverse economy
and forestry practices that aim at ecosystem preservation -- like those NRDC helped win
last January in the Sierra Nevada where the U.S. Forest Service outlawed clearcutting.

PART III: Halting Environmentally Destructive Timber Subsidies.

The government of British Columbia not only allows clearcutting of its forests, but

(over, please)
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actually encourages it with massive subsidies for exported timber. These subsidies have
accelerated the flow of cheap virgin timber products into the U.S. and elsewhere,
undercutting markets for recycled wood and paper.

The U.S. Commerce Department has attempted to offset these subsidies by imposing
a duty on Canadian timber -- albeit a meager 6.5% duty. But, now Canada has
successfully challenged even that duty before a U.S. - Canada trade panel. NRDC will
watchdog these proceedings and keep the pressure on both the U.S. and Canada to
reduce environmentally destructive subsidies.

* Xk %k % k

As our continent’s largest remaining, accessible coastal temperate rain forest ... as the
flashpoint for the fate of rain forests around the world ... Clayoquot Sound must be
protected! If a place as magnificent as this cannot be saved in Canada, what hope is
there for the rest of the world’s rain forests?

That is why I again implore you to take these two steps:

ONE: Sign and mail the enclosed postcards to Prime Minister
Campbell and Premier Harcourt. Tell these political leaders
that you want our last ancient forests preserved and sustainable
economies created.

TWO: Rush NRDC the most generous contribution you can so that we
can carry out the multi-part campaign outlined above with all the
resources that it deserves. And remember, if you respond within

the next 30 days, your contribution will be matched dollar for dollar!

The fight for Clayoquot is now in its eleventh hour. I hope I can count on your help
to save this irreplaceable piece of our continent’s wilderness heritage.

Sincerely,

opn

John H. Adams
Executive Director

P.S. NRDC senior attorney Bobby Kennedy, Jr. recently returned from a fact-finding trip
to Clayoquot Sound. I hope you'll take a moment to read his enclosed report.

P.S.S. Timber companies have already despoiled 90% of Vancouver Island’s rain forest
watersheds. I am enclosing a color photo of one of their clearcuts to show you what lies
in store for Clayoquot unless we act now to save it.
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The Canadian Press

The Ganeh . “-"-»...Blnatlonal panel orders U S to recons:der duty

Not -everyone thrnks Canada e
won a clearcut victory in its long- - dence on the record " it said. .
standing dispute with the United  But  B.C. Forests ‘Minister Dan
States over Canadran ‘softwood " Miller said he has been pessimis-
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utionof the boftwood case;, ... " International Trade
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The trade commission has until
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Ry Mr. GORE (for Liimsclf, Mr.
KasteN, Mr. Doop, Mr. AKAKA,
Mr. Apaus, kir. HerFLin, Mr.
rioyNiHan, IMr. \WELLSTONE,
My, PeLL, Mr. Bumeens, Ms.
Muecuisiki, br. Goston, Wr.
LryaN, Mr. RigcLe, Mr. KENNE-
py, Mr. Dascure, and Mr.
Clarze)

S, 1159, A bill to provide for the 1a-
beling or markig of tropical wood and
tropical wood preducts sold in the
United States; to the Committee on
Corameree, Science, and Transporta-
tion.

TROPICAL pORYSYT CONSLALAN I ECHATION AND

PROTLCTION ACT

2 Lir. GORYE. Mr. Fresident, T rise
todny o introduse  legislution that
glves conswmers the cppoTiunity to
niehe 2 positive and powertul contribi-
tlon Lo the sustainable management of
tropical rain forests. This biil calls on
the Secretary of Cotnerce o mahe
avziluble to the public information on
tropical forest lopgitg practices, and
Lo regaire Lropical vood products to
bear o tabol indicating ilie country of
orisia ol Lise woeod tsad W produce
Lhemn. 1 am joined in this initiative by
16 oi iay distingtiizhied collzgues,

Lvery day, some HooO0 wores of
tropieal radn forest are torn dowi Sa
titese Lrees fall to the chan saw, e
daniige is tett tocally ant globally.

Over vie-hadl of the species on this
phlenet live inoaam foreats, But every
day, ruupent deferestation drives s
iy i 50 Sheties o ialitausi, Some
el s Linve conanaced this rate of
dentreiton 1o the ditkss extinetions
that L] to the demdse of the dinosaurs
St 60 LRI Yo s ago. )

Thie piands cind weinials of the for-
Cotn v valoable not oidy because of
thob Bensttsl tany ate also putential-
I poLenLL baera et s inis, In fact,
there is i Lo clenice tat ihe tucdi-
cHe we piitchiase alo the dieg utore s
prodaced o Liw wmatertads Liwrvent-
el froin reie foucct plivets, wrad 0 per-
cont ol the plants suown 19 HOssehs
cancer ignting cropertics conse {roi
tiie Joaand Lo,

(aisis Torests aieo play i sgnificant
and coingre & rolean tiie glosal climide.
The Acoeonien rain torest is the
soure.s vl 20 pereent of all river water
Uial Liows fnro the world's oceans, aed
o forenl Uers are silihag Tor tans of
the ensbon dioside Chat induatrial civi-
Heation peuts ineo the atizosphere. s
aduition, trees lay o vitad role i con-
thunny the cyele of water from the air
1o the rarth; the loss of trees rapdly
leads to descttitivation atd severe soil
eronion, VWithin 3 to 4 years after for-
eots are barned o cut down, the arca
becomes i wiasteland, vnatle o sup-
port lise.

Citdy destruction is unneceessary. Por-
culs  can be  muanaged  sustainably.
Indecd, forest tracts that have been
used to produce commodities such as

o oo i

st s s 5

May 23, 1991

W]

fruit and rubber, in addition to wood
products, have generaled six times as
much revenue as those usced for wood
alone. Morcover, in Java, centuries-oid
plautations of teak are maunaged In an
environmentally responsible manner,
The same is true of some rubber wood
forests In Malaysia that have been
carcd for by Indigenous people and
karvested with minimal impact.

Mr. I'resident, 1 belicve we can make
a difference. The Uniled States im-
ports a significant amount of tropical
vvood, about one-third—in value
terms—cof thie world's trade. We there-
fore have a tremendous opportuaity to
cncourage sustainable forestry prac-
tices. To do so, howerver, we nred to
provide consunmiers with the informa.
tion they need to make sound purchas-
ing decisions.

This legistation is an Important first
step. I look forward to working with
my colleagues to secure ils passage.o




PROTECT THE WQRLD'S
TROPICAL FORESTS

HON. PETER H. KOSTMAYER

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN TI{E HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 10, 1991

Mr. KOSTIAAYER. Mr. Speaker, mast of us
have heard about the crisis of tropical forest
destruction and the permanent loss of wiidlife,
both ptant and animal, that this devastation
entails. The World Bank has estimated that
4,000 to 6,000 species are lost each year as a
result of defcrestation, and that perhaps 25
percent of the world's species could become
extinct by the year 2050. Fifty miliion acres
wera destroyed in 1989; at this rate, tropical
rain forests will all but disappear in 60 years.

To help stop the eradication of the world’'s
tropical forests, | have introduced the Tropical
Forest Consumer Protection and Information
Act of 1991, This legislation, endorsed by the
Sierra Club, requires all imported tropical
wood and wood products to bear labels stat-
ing the country of origin and species name of
the wocd at the point of sale.

The swift passage of this bill is essential to
give the U.S. consumer the power to influenca
the quality of tropical forest management
through consumer purchasing decisions, and
to help save rain forests throughout the world
that are threatened by uncontrolled loggirg.
My legistation will give consumers the power
of choice when they buy wood products.

The United States consumes about one-
third of the tropical wood products traded
globally. Consumers, who are increasingly
aware of cnvironmental issues, may not wish

to perpetuate the unsound use of fragile
forest resources. This bill would give tropical
forest harvesters the economic incentive to
use sustainabte timber production methods.

Reqguiring country-of-ongin laheling is tha
most imponant siep Congress can take right
now (o address tropical detorestatton. We can
give our constituents the ability to etfectively
ard positively influence the fate of the wetid’'s
remaining tropical rain forests.

/7K. Z85%
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V BY ROBERT MATAS
British Columbia Bureau
VANCOUVER — The British Co-
lumbia government has upset both
environmental groups and the forest
industry by allowing some logging
on Vancouver Island’s Clayoquot
Sound.

The loggers want to know why the
government is protecting more areas
than they feel is necessary. Local and
international environmental groups
are equally unhappy, saying no log-
ging whatsoever should be permitted
in one of Canada’s last uncut tem-
perate rain forests.

In an attempt to play Solomon,
balancing the demand for forest jobs
with the protection of the environ-
ment, Premier Michael Harcourt an-
nounced yesterday that 14 areas on
Clayoquot Sound (pronounced
KLAK-wut) will be permanently
protected, including the largest un-
touched watershed on Vancouver Is-
land, the land feeding the Megin
River.

However, logging will be per-
mitted in four new areas around the
sound: the watersheds of the Upper
Clayoquot River, the Upper Sydney
River, Bulson Creek and Bedwell
Sound. About 30 per cent of the an-
cient West Coast rain forest of west-
em hemlock, red cedar and sitka
spruce on Clayoquot Sound, about
200 kilometres northwest of Victo-
ria, has previously been logged.

The new policy is intended to
maintain 2,175 forest jobs, although
as many as 400 could be lost. Log-
ging companies will be allowed to
cut 600,000 cubic metres of wood
annually in the entire Clayoquot
Sound area, which would provide
enough wood to build about 17,000
single-family homes. The previous
limit was 900,000 cubic metres, but
loggers cut only 540,000 cubic
metres last year.

Some of the most intense battles to
save B.C. forests in the past decade,
which included burning of a logging
bridge, driving spikes into trees to
ruin their commercial value and set-
ting up illegal blockades, have taken
place in the Clayoquot Sound area.

Gerry Stoney, president of the In-
ternational Woodworkers of Amer-

- . British
Columbia

ica— Canada, said B.C. will quickly
become “the Oregon of the North” if
the government continues to set
aside land — a reference to the halt-
ing of logging in that state to protect
the spotted owl. _

“This decision means more job
loss, plain and simple. It's hard to see
any good news in results like that,”
Mr. Stoney said in a news release.

He also questioned why the gov-
emment has not made any provi-
sions to assist those who will lose
theirjobs.

William Cafferata, general man-
ager of MacMillan Bloedel Ltd.'s
woodland operations in Port Al-
berni, said in an interview that his
company is committed to making
the arrangement work.

The logging industry worked for
three years with community groups
and others to develop a proposal for
sustainable development and the
protection of part of the rain forest,
Mr. Cafferata said.

However, he said, the government
protected land not in the proposal
and put additional constraints on
how the industry logs.

He also said he was “a little sur-
prised” that a government interested
in creating jobs would eliminate as
many as 400.

Meanwhile, international environ-
mental groups are considering a

AREAS TO BE LOGGED
1 Upper Sydney River
2 Bedwell Sound
3 Bulson Creek

4 Upper Clayoquot River

campaign to press the Harcourt gov-
ernment to reverse its policy.

Robert Kennedy Jr., speaking on
behalf of a U.S. environmental advo-
cacy group called the Natural Re-
sources Defence Council, harshly
criticized the B.C. government and
warned of co-ordinated international
opposition. '

Mr. Kennedy said in a news re-
lease from Washington, D.C., that
environmentalists, native people and
progressive politicians “are now pre-
pared to combine forces to overtumn
this decision. What is needed is a
strategy that ‘is based on protecting
the ecosystem rather than the timber
interests.” -

EarthAction, a coalition of about
600 non-governmental organiza-
tions in 94 countries, has identified
the protection of the rain forest of
Clayoquot Sound as a global issue.

“Maybe we can put pressure [on
the government] by urging people
not to buy logs from one of the
world’s last remaining temperate
rain forests,” said Lois Barber, an in-
ternational co-ordinator for the
group. )

Greenpeace International also ex-
pressed dismay. “Though we appre-
ciate that the government of B.C. has
made a sincere attempt to satisfy the
stated need of all interests, with what
remains of the world’s original for-

Clayoquot ruling satisfies no one

Environmentalists want logging banned; industry upset over job loss

ests we simply cannot afford to com-
promise,” Greenpeace representa-
tive Patrick Anderson said in a news
release from the group’s office in
Amsterdam.

The Sea Shepherd Conservation
Society, based in California, an-
nounced plaas to disrupt logging on
Clayoquot Sound this summer by
driving spikes into trees. “We are not
going to see Clayoquot Sound
wasted without a fight,” society re-
presentative Paul Watson said in a |
news release. “We will spike trees
and we will attack logging equip-
ment.

“It is unfortunate that we must re-
sort to breaking laws,” he added.
“But justice is more important than
the law.” _

Mr. Harcourt said the government
had resolved all outstanding issues
on Clayoquot Sound, removing the |
need for a review by the province’s
Commission on Resources and En-
vironment. :

That commission has no credibil-
ity left, said Mark Wareing, a repre-
sentative of the Western Canada
Wilderness Committee.

The committee, an active environ-
mental group in B.C., will refuse to
participate further in the commis-
sion’s discussions, he said. “Clayo-
quot Sound is such a key part of the |,
overall consideration of Vancouver |
Island, there’s no way we could sit at
the table now.”

Meanwhile, the federal Liberal
Party has proposed that Ottawa ex-
tend the national park adjacent to
Clayoquot Sound to include the un-
logged old-growth forests. B

Paul Martin, the Liberal environ-
ment critic, urged Environment
Minister Jean Charest to consider
bringing the entire area of Clayoquot
Sound under federal protection.

The B.C. government also an-
nounced yesterday that tougher stan-
dards for logging will be enforced.
Shaving a mountainside clear of
trees will be prohibited. Companies
will be required to log in dispersed
small blocks. Wherever possible, al-
ternative methods such as helicopter
logging will be used to avoid road
construction that often leads to land-
slides.




..... P

ll |

sy R A SR

ernments of Canada, the U.Y. und

Mexico nre now muollnunguh likcly
to be a thin- and Insubstantfal thivg,
scarcely worth the recycled paper it Is
written on. The U.3. already has a long his.
tory of mokinig and diaregarding environ.
meastal agresments with its two nelghbors,
and there s oo reason to expect achange In
Its cumibhict, .

Succussive (1.3, presidents have signed
agrecments with Cannda to clean up tho
Great [ akes, knto which U 4. cltics and in.
dustrices continue ts pour tuxic filtl. ‘The
V.3 and Mexica have mado a succeasion of
agreenienty (coin 1943 about cleaning up
their buundary reglons, which 'emain a Jls-
groce on both aliles, ‘The U.S. Congresa lnst
fall refused to vote the moncy to carry out
the conmtry’s promnises to Mexlco.

Dick Gephardt, prutectionist Demuocrat
(rom Missour] and leader of the majority
grouplnthe U.S, Housaof Keprosentatives,
talks of a new fegal forum to enforce envi-
ronmental standards la (ho three countries,
That is inost unlikely to come abou.

Moxivo has the savero environmantal
probleins of a capidly Industriallzing coun-
try: automobile sinvg ln the copital, dust
and valreated sewage In tho (ndusirinl
zgm along the U.Y. border. ‘These prob.
lelns aru relatively casy to deal with.

- Canzda and the U4, also have severe en.
viromnuntal probleins. Untario Hydro has
no piacg o put it nuclear wastes. A lorge
swath of Connla's puly and gaper industry
will be put out of business if it has to atop
potluting its rivers. ‘Ihe U.3. has thousniuls
of unrcgulated dump sites of hazardnug
wastes scatteced about the country and (ts
cuvlronmental contvols do not apply to tho
mititary projets that £, /ount for somo of

T he uurilmcn( on pullution that guv-
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“Athin agreement

the country’s niost savage attacks on ils en-
vironmont. Tlrese are tougher muys to crack
than simple untreated sowago o old-(ash
ionicd ear axhaust,

Mexico has a (ree trade agreement with
the U.8. In its pocket and clearly wents the
deal accepted. ‘Tho Moxicon government
knows that U.S, Prestdent Bill Clinton
needs to show his protectionists such as Mr,
Gephardt that lie turned Gearge Bush's bad
old Republican (ree trade deal lato & whally
diffecent, good, new Demaceatic free trado
denl and they will do their best to give liim
what ho needs.

Nut if the Unlted Stntes wants to look un.
iler Mexico's carpsts to see what Jirt has
been swept thors, then Mexico Iy going to
look under U.S. carpots also. Mexico and
Canada will then have to make up the ma-
Jurity on the panel that will jule on whether
the U.3. Is properly enlorcing the agrecd
envllrunm;(ma::undnrda.l o .

Since Mexico's poorly-equipped and
puocly-finenced acmed forces are subjoct
to Mexican environmental law, a balancod
ogreantent would have to enforce environ.
wicntal standards on the U S, armed (orces
nnd dolenca Industries. That wes probabdly
nol what Dick Geplurdt had in mind

‘e side ogreement should not allow
countrles to use enviconmental pretoxts as
a now kind of trade barrier — for exsmple
by inviting U.S. pulp producers to exchude
Canadian paper because Conadlan mills are
not clean enough. Conada should be careful
nut to let any such new trade barriers be
bootle(gf‘td into the three-way treaty by
way o(the side rgreeinent, o
Apart (rom that riak, howsver, the exare
clye nppeare to bo mainly a ritual dance
without gerioys implications for (rade or
the environmery.
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Canada’s Endangered Rain Forests

Clear-cutting in the Clayoquot Sound area of V

By Elliot Diringer
Chronicle Stqfy Writer

Clayoquot Sound,
British Columbia

Americans anxious to save
the rain forest usually set their
sights south, way south, to the
legendary Amazon basin. Few
know that just up north, here in,
Canada, equally magnificent
rain forest is falling even fast-
er. '

Along the misty coast of Brit-
ish Columbia, where the Canadi-
an frontier greets the Pacific,
lush evergreen stands harboring
some of the tallest, oldest and
most valuable trees on earth are
giving way to gaping clear-cuts

that in places stretch literally as
far as the eye can see.

Towering cedar, hemlock and
spruce — their limbs draped in
moss, clumps of sword fern at
their feet — are being logged for
wood, paper and pulp. Nearly all
is for export, most of it to the
United States.

These are temperate rain for-

ests — less exotic than their
steamy tropical counterparts like
the Amazon, but perhaps even
more endangered.

Coastal temperate rain forest
grows in just a few thin bands
scattered about the globe. Half
the original stands, including
most of California's ancient red-
woods, are gone. Perhaps half of
what remains is on this continent
— much of it in British Columbia
and destined to be logged.

“These are among the most

.magnificent forests in the world

... and of great scientific value,
because of the longevity of the

trees. There are incredible things

we can learn from these ecosys-

'

BY DEANNE FITZMAURICE/THE CHRONICI

ancouver Island, British Columbia, which is being logged faster than the Amazon

ng in ‘Brazil of North’

tems,” said rain forest expei
Paul Alaback of the U.S. Fore:
Service. “Unfortunately, the ten
perate rain forest is at least ¢
threatened as the tropical rai
forest.”

Just as rescuing the Amazo
became a global cause, a sho
down is nearing over the last
the temperate stands.

Here in Clayoquot Sound, &
865,000-acre mosaic of mou:
tains, islands and fjords on tt
west coast of British Columbia
Vancouver Island, loggers, ent
ronmentalists and native trib
are vying for control of some ¢
North America's iargest stretc.

FORESTS: Page A8Col. 1



A small patch of evergreens is all that remains of the magnificent temperate rain forest that once covered these slopes on the Hesquiat Peninsula on Vancouver Island, British C:lfzmn:t:::‘ AT RONEE

Logg'ng Endangers Canada’s Coas™al Ra'n Forest
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‘These are
among the
most
magnificent
Jorestsinthe
world. ... Unfor-
tunately, the
temperate rain
Jorestis at
least as

& threatened as
the tropical
rain forest’

PAUL ALABACK,

U.S. Forest Service
ecologist

‘We’re trying to
cut a living out
Jorourkids,
our families.
Iman
outdoorsman.
Idon’t wantto
seeit allgone
either. But I
want to work’

KEVIN REIDE,
timber worker

From Page 1
es of pristine rain forest.

In April, hoping to settle years
of rancorous debate over Clayo-
quot (pronounced klak-wit), the
provincial government headed by
Premier Michael Harcourt declar-
ed that a third of the contested
land would be preserved and the
rest opened to logging.

While the decision drew a sigh
of relief from timber companies
and their workers, it infuriated en-
vironmentalists, who are more de-
termined than ever to keep the
loggers out.

In the woods, protesters are il- -
legally blockading logging roads,

and threats of treespiking have
loggers unnerved. But the more

decisive battleground may be the

court of world opinion, where Can-

ada stands accused of hypocritical- .
ly preaching good forestry to the -

BRITISH
COLUMBIA

Clayoquot
Sound
Area

Cloyoquot
Sound

Third World while recklessly cut-
ting at home.

Long a leading voice for globa]l
efforts to protect the environ-
ment, Canada finds itself branded
“Brazil of the North.” In Europe,
an important export market for
British Columbia, there is growing
talk of a boycott. And major envi- -
ronmental groups in the United
States are taking up the cause.

“Canada does a very good job
of selling itself as a green coun-
try,” said Liz Barratt-Brown of the
Natural Resources Defense Coun-
cil in Washington. “But there'’s a
lot of concern that our consump-
tion of the ancient forests of Brit-
ish Columbia is fueling their defor-
estation, and as the largest export
market, we've got a right and re-
sponsibility to speak up.”

The timber industry and its
backers in government are incens-
ed by any attempt to link logging
in Canada to the kind of slash-and-
burn practiced in Brazil. They in-
sist that unlike the Amazon, where
much of the deforestation is per-
manent, every acre cut today in
British Columbia is replanted.

Past Abuses

But the industry's defenders
just as quickly concede — for the
evidence is etched starkly on the
mountainsides for all to see — that
for many years the cutting was out
of hand. And the government is
scrambling to persuade voters at
home and buyers abroad that
sweeping reforms are under way:
a doubling of parkland, stiffer log- -
ging rules and an end to endiess
clear-cuts.

“This government does admit
the wrongs of the past and is bring-
ing about some changes, some sub-
stantial changes in forest practic-
es,” said Andy Orr, press secretary
to Harcourt, whose New Demo-
cratic Party took power in 1091, af-
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ter 16 years in opposition.

“At the same time, we want to

see a sustainable forest industry,”

said Orr. “There are huge chunks
of this province that rely on the
forest industry. That's easy to for-
get in (large cities like) Vancouver
and Victoria.”

Economic Linchpin

Indeed, British Columbia has
long staked its future on cutting its
forests.

Bigger than two Californias,
‘with one-tenth the population, the

- province was four-fifths forest

when first seen by Europeans.
With the founding of British Co-
lumbia in 1871, nearly the entire
province was declared “‘crown

land” held by the provincial gov- -

ernment, which eventually decid-
ed that its best use was producing
timber.

In the 1950s, to draw people and

investment to the hinterlands, the .
government began granting pri- -

vate companies long-term timber
licenses that virtually assured

them perpetual logging rights in

public forest. Timber harvests
soared — first along the coast,
then in the drier interior — gener-
ating jobs, profits and revenue for

roads, schools and an enviable sys-

tem of social services.

“As you needed more trees, you

went over the hill to the next val- -

ley. It was as simple as that,” said
AL. (Sandy) Peel, who chaired a
government-sponsored Forest Re-
sources Commission that, in 1991,
called for sweeping changes in the

timber system. “We were a fron- .

tier province for many years. The
forests were viewed as never-end-
ing.” :

Outpacing Nature

But it turned out that they
were not. In barely half a century,
said Peel, British Columbia has cut
far more than nature can readily
restore. In coming years, he pro-
jected, as logging practices are re-
formed and parks expanded, har-
vest levels are destined to fall as

much as 40 percent, unless more of -

the money made on the forests is
swiftly reinvested in bringing
them back.

The legacy of over-cutting, and
the conflict it has created, are no-
where more vivid than on Vancou-
ver Island.

At the province's southwest -
corner, a three-hour ferry ride :

from Seattle, the 280-mile-long is-
land lies within a narrow band of
rain forest hugging the Pacific

coast from the fringes of the Bay _

Area to Alaska's Kodiak Island.

Only scattered fragments of
the original rain forest remain in
the southern portion of that zone,
from California’s redwoods up
through Washington and Oregon.
On Vancouver Island, bigger
chunks still stand, but they are go-
ing fast.

‘Satellite photos show that half

the old-growth standing on the is-
land in 1854 was gone by 1890. And
although there are no precise
counts, the Ministry of Forests esti-
mates that of the 13.3 million acres
of prime rain forest remaining on
the island and elsewhere along the
coast, nearly 100,000 acres a year
are logged.

In gross terms, that is but a -

fraction of the area deforested
each year in the tropics. But the

Amazon is immense and, for allhu-

manity's assaults, remains largely
intact. When computed as an an-
nual rate — the amount logged vs.
the amount left standing — British

Columbia is losing its virgin rain

forest two to three times faster
than Brazil.

Flying over Vancouver Island, -

that is not hard to believe.

Where once there was an un- -

broken canopy of green, the land-
scape has been remade by years of
“progressive” clear-cutting, a now-
eschewed practice in which log-
gers cut a patch of forest, then en-
large the clearing year after year,
until entire valleys and mountain-
sides are laid bare.

‘Scraping Every Tree Off'
Swooping over the tattered ter-

rain in a company helicopter, Den-

Logger Dick Nitsui with a 120-foot hemlock at Tofino Creek

nis Fitzgerald, a PR man for tim-
ber giant MacMillan Bloedel, pre-
ferred to emphasize how areas log-
ged just a few years ago are
already “greening up” with new
trees.

“At one time, (we) took pride in
being able to scrape every tree off
the mountainside,” conceded Fitz-
gerald, whose company is one of

.two with logging rights in Clayo-

quot Sound. “But that’s not going
to be allowed anymore.”

As proof, he pointed to a slope
below, where instead of cutting all
the way to the water's edge, log-
gers had left a strip of forest along
the shore for boaters to see.

In its decision on Clayoquot,
the provincial government prom-
ised a gentler brand of forestry,
with scenic corridors preserved
and clear-cuts no bigger than 40
hectares, about 100 acres. (In the
United States, the Forest Service
has limited clear-cuts to 40 acres
since the mid-1970s and is now -

-phasing them out.)

One-Third Reduction in Harvest

The government calculates
that those reforms, plus a doubling
of the area protected from log-
ging, will sacrifice 400 of the area’s
1,400 timber jobs and will reduce

NORTHERN: Page A9Col.1
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Northern Forests at Greater Risk Than Those in Amazon‘

From Page A8

timber harvests one-third from the
levels earlier allowed.

To the timber industry, that is a
painful concession..But to environ-
mentalists, i: is an utter sell-out.

“We're irtually at the point
where we lon't want to see any
logging at all (in Clayoquot),” said
Vicky Husband, with the Sierra
Club in Victoria. “What's left is
pretty sacrosanct, because when
you look at Vancouver Island, it's
almost all gone.”

US. environmentalists, with

the clout of such legislation as the

Endangered Species Act behind
them, can march into court and
win injunctions against timber-
cutting. But in Canada, the govern-
ment is virtually immune to legal
challenge, so environmentalists
devise other strategies.

For instance, using a tactic that
helped save the Carmanah Valley,
farther south on the island, the
Western Canada Wilderness Com-
mittee is aiming to keep loggers
out of the pristine Clayoquot Val-
ley by constructing a trail so oth-
ers can hike in.

| T/J Other Rz'n Fo

Picking up where a rutted log-
ging road leaves off, teams of vol-
unteers with heavy loppers are
clearing underbrush and downed
trees to carve a crude footpath
through dense forest that MacMil-
lan Bloedel plans to cut down.

“Once (the company) gets per-
mission, they’ll be punching a (log-
ging) road into the valley as fast as
they can,” said chief trail-builder
Glenn Hearns, as his companions,
many of them college students on
summer break, stirred chili and
swatted mosquitoes at a muddy
base camp.

“Our objective is to get as many
people into the valley as quickly as
possible, to see what will be de-
stroyed if the logging continues,”
said Hearns. “We want to get them
emotionally involved. The spiritu-
al sense you get walking through
here is phenomenal.”

Work of the Chain Saw

A few miles away, Dick Nitsui -

primed a chain saw that moments

"later would bring a 120-foot-tall

hemlock crashing to the ground,
and confessed that after a life-
time’s work in the woods, he does
not share such reverence for the
rain forest. '

“It's just a tree,” he said, “just
something some bastard’s going to
build a house out of.”

Nitsui and his coworkers agree
that too much forest has been cut,
and more should be preserved. But

whrww San Francisco Chronicle
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the environmentalists, they insist,
are going much too far.

“We're trying to cut a living out -

for our kids, our families,” said
Kevin Reide, whose job is planting
the saplings that over decades will

turn clearcuts back into forest. .
“I'm an outdoorsman. I don’t want

to see it all gone either. But I want
to work.”

Search for Compromise

Just as it has in the timber
towns of the Pacific Northwest,
the conflict between those who
make their living cutting the for-
est and those who want it pre-
served pervades small town life in
Clayoquot Sound, infecting rela-
tionships both personal and pro-
fessional.

It plays out, in some respects, as
a tale of two towns. At one end of
the main road is Tofino, a scenic
enclave of 1,100 that is a favorite
with fishermen and kayakers and

an environmental stronghold. At

the other end is Ucluelet, a town of

1,600, where many timber workers

make their home.

How they work out their differ-
ences could well have consequenc-
es far beyond Clayoquot Sound, as
the rest of British Columbia strug-

gles for a new social compact with

the forests.

Toward that end, the govern-

ment last year created a Commis-
sion on Resources and Environ-
ment, to search for consensus in

K

with grffﬂ a

'l'hi areu, matod

d l(nows the ‘Blc

Hole,’ was logged in 1975, then burned to clear debris -

other timber disputes and to begin
drawing up a sweeping land use
plan assuring “sustainability” for
both the forests and the economies
built around them.

Despite the deepening conflict
in Clayoquot, commission head
Stephen Owen is hopeful that Brit-
ish Columbians can strike a new

balance. There is still enough for- .

est in this sprawling province, he
said, to satisfy all reasonable de-
mands.

“Rather than an international
target, I hope we can become an
international showpiece,” said Ow-
en. “It’s not too late. The time is
upon us. We've got some very seri-
ous correction to do. But we still
have time, if anywhere in the
world, to do it properly here.”

N
=
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Damp, Lush — and Valuable

Nature is nowhere more di-
verse than in the tropics, where
countless life forms are as yet
undiscovered. But for sheer
abundance — great masses of or-

ganic matter built up over centu--

ries — nothing compares with a
temperate rain forest.

Whether tropical or temperate,
rain forests naturally get lots of
rain, often 100 inches or more a
year. Beyond that, though, the two
varieties bear little resemblance to
each other.

In the sweltering tropics,
where brilliant orchids and brome-
liads cling to their trunks, trees
grow very fast, live at most a few
hundred years, then decay nearly
as quickly.

In the milder temperate forest,
trees grow more slowly but live
much longer, sometimes 2,000
years or more, and once they fall,
they take forever to rot.

The landscape is laden with '_
“biomass” both living and dead —

from the lush carpet of moss un-
derfoot, strewn with fallen trees,
to lacelike lichen dangling from
ancient limbs and the birds, bugs
and other critters that occupy the
uppermost canopy 150 to 200 feet
overhead.

Acre for acre, by some estimat-
es, a temperate rain forest can
hold 10 times more organic materi-
al than the Amazon.

That makes it extraordinarily
valuable, not just biologically, but
economically, as well. The fine-
grained boards yielded by a single
old-growth cedar can easily fetch

$30,000 at the lumberyard, so it is "

no surprise timber companies are
eager to bring them down.

Most of the world’s temperate
rain forest occurs in just a few nar-
row strips where mountain merg-
es with ocean in a climate wet but
mild year-round. The biggest
stands are in New Zealand and

along the Pacific coasts of North

and South America. Others are
scattered from Norway to Turkey
to Tazmania.

No one can say precisely how
much temperate rain forest there
once was, or how much is left.

In the only attempt so far at a
detailed global analysis, Conserva-
tion International, working with a
Portland group named Ecotrust,
recently concluded that coastal
temperate rain forest originally
covered 75 million to 100 million
acres — less than one-fifth of 1 per-
cent of the earth's surface — and
more than half is now gone.

The great buildup of organic
matter that makes these forests so
rich also gives them remarkable
resilience.

In the tropics, most of the nu-
trients are in the trees themselves,
and once cleared, the forest may

take centuries to recover. In the
temperate zone, much of the bio-
mass iIs stored on the forest floor,
in layer upon layer of moss and
woody debris, so trees more easily
sprout back.

Still, in British Columbja, it
takes 100 to 125 years to grow a
“mature” forest, and while it may
produce good timber, in many oth-
er respects it is no substitute for
old growth.

The unlogged rain forests of
Alaska and British Columbia are
among the last truly wild places in
North America, where cougars
and grizzly bears roam and hunt as
they have for millenia.

Some species like the marbled
murrelet, an elusive bird that for-
ages at sea but nests on land, ap-
pear to survive only in old growth.
Their genetic legacies may prove
of untold value in years to come.
The Pacific yew, for instance, was
considered a weed tree until its
bark was found to contain a chemi-
cal that shows great promise fight-
ing cancer.

To some, the ancient forest is
simply an unrivaled source of
beauty and spiritual sustenance, as-
much a treasure as the Louvre or
the great cathedrals of Europe.
For them, being able to stand in it,
or just know it i3 there, is reason
enough to save it.

- Elliot Diringer

Abald eagle on a tree
on Mearesisland

‘We don’t want
togo to court.
We don’t want
to blockade.
Our chiefs
don’t believe in
it. But if push
comes to shove,
we may have
no choice’

FRANCIS FRANK,
Tla-o-qui-aht chief




Indians Keep a Close Watch

Tribes use litigation to protect the ancient forests they revere

By Elliot Diringer
Chronicle Staf)y Writer

Meares Island, British Columbia

In the end, the fate of Clayo-

quot Sound may well be decided
by its original inhabitants, the
people it is named for.

Nearly half those living around
the sound are Nuu-chah-nulth, or
First Nation. And like other ab-
original peoples across Canada,
they claim legal title to the land
their ancestors first roamed thou-

sands of years ago — in this case,

all of Clayoquot Sound.

Such claims are not treated
lightly here. Throughout most of
Canada, treaties with native tribes
were concluded long ago. But in
British Columbia, the issue of ab-
original title was never settled,
and until it s, the natives hold a
legal wild card that could prove
decisive.

So as environmentalists and
timber interests bicker over Clayo-
quot’s unspoiled rain forest, the
five bands with ancestral ties to
this area are keeping a close
watch, carefully considering how
to play their hands.

Last time around, when a com-

pany called MacMillan Bloedel

wanted to log here on Meares Is-
land, at the heart of Clayoquot

Sound, the Tla-o-qui-ahts, who

claim the island as their own, went
to court and stopped it. Nine years
later, negotiations drag on, but the
trees still stand.

Now Clayoquot's natives are
weighing whether to wage a simi-
lar fight against the provincial
government and its recent deci-
sion that a third of the surround-
ing land will be “protected” and
the rest opened to logging.

The more outspoken among:
them complain that the govern-

ment, while stalling in negotia-
tions over the natives’ outstanding
land claims, has gone ahead and

parceled out all the contested ter-.

ritory.
“The companies want to log to-

., morrow. . .. There'll be nothing to
- negotiate at the table, because it'll
all be cut down,” said Francis

Frank, the Tla-o-qui-ahts’ elected
chief.

Refusal te Commlit

Such sentiments have helped
forge a tenuous partnership with
environmentalists, who are woo-
ing the natives with the utmost re-
spect. The bands' leaders, howev-
er, are leery of choosing sides. At a
recent strategy session, Frank
said, “One of our chiefs told (the
environmentalists), ‘It's not an alli-
ance. Just consider it dating.’ "

While they share many goals,

he said, some natives oppose the
environmentalists’ confrontation-
al tactics.

“Our preference is dialogue.
We don’t want to go to court. We
don’t want to blockade (logging
roads). Our chiefs don’t belleve in
it,” said Frank. “But if push comes
toshove,” he added, “we may have
no choice.”

Historically, the natives’ life
was rooted in the rain forest: a
source of sustenance and medici-

nal herbs, a place for cleansing cer--

emonies and other rituals that
linked generation to generation.
From the giant cedars, they carved

canoes and stripped bark from -

which to weave baskets and cere-
monial garb.

The old ways have faded, but-

living trees on Meares Island still
bear signs of their practice. The
Tla-o-qui-ahts point to such “cul-
turally modified” trees as critical
evidence supporting their claim to
the island.

While they revere the forest,
the natives are not asking that it all
be preserved. Caught in the cycle
of poverty, welfare and unemploy-
ment that plagues indigenous peo-
ples throughout the continent,
they want jobs and economic inde-
pendence and look to logging as
one potential source.

But they want it done careful--

. N
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Howard Tom, a hereditary chief of the Tla-o-qui-aht band, walked along a Meares Island cedar

ly. “Going in and clear cutting isno

longer acceptable,” said Chief
Frank. “The forests need to be bet-
ter managed, so there's a sustain-
able resource that’s going to last
five or six generations down the
line.”

The timber industry, which
may have the most to lose if the
natives head back to court, is re-

spectful but wary.

“The great irony ... is that na-
tives want development of the for-
est as much as Europeans do,” said
Scott Alexander of MacMillan | -
Bloedel. “They're being very ca-
gey. They're going to play both |
sides against the middle to get /
what they want. ... And they may
hold the ace.”




- . AR WA JU QIOT POSE o

A14 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 4, 1993

Canada, Conservationists

Battle Over Rain Forest
Logging Threatens British Columbia Arca

By Charles Trueheart

) Washington Post Foreign Service
TOFINO, British Columbia—The
ground-level view from the road
- and shore takes in some of the most

spectacular forest in the world: cen-.

turies-old cedars and hemlocks a

" hundred feet tall on steep moun-
tainsides traced by streams where
salmon jump.

- The aerial view across the moun-
tainous top of Vancouver Island, off
Canada’s Pacific Coast, is not the
same. It reveals vast slopes shaved
of trees, littered with debris and
scarred by now-useless logging
roads—the wounds left by the is-
land’s most important economic
engine.

- These two views are the ones at
loggerheads in Clayoquot Sound,
800,000 acres of ancient rain forest
whose name, pronounced Clack-
wot, could become as familiar as the
spotted owl and the ozone layer in
the pantheon of late-20th-century
environmental symbols. British Co-
lumbia, according to one parallel
drawn by environmentalists, is “the
Brazil of the North,” its rain forest
as biologically precious, and as
threatened, as the tropical one be-
ing cut and burned in South Amer-
ica.

 Emboldened by the support of
U.S. and Canadian conservationists
and greens as far away as Europe
and Japan, young environmental
activists have converged on the
Clayoquot Valley this summer to
build a “witness trail” through the
still-uncut part of the forest and to
stage symbolic  confrontations
against its depletion.

Every workday at dawn, a few
more of the committed sit down in
the middle of the road that carries
the logging trucks and bulldozers
into the forest, and submit to ar-
rest. More than 140 protesters
have been charged already, and in-
creasingly the arrested are spend-
ing time in jail as provincial author-
ities crack down on what is viewed
as an expensive and embarrassing
nuisance. -

But the battle over the future of

- the ancient rain forest is about to
spread. British Columbia’s govern-

. ment has dug in its heels after de-
ciding last April to permit logging in
two-thirds of Clayoquot Sound, bar-
ring it in the rest and pledging to
reform logging methods.

Citing limitations on access roads
and the size of clear-cuts, Premier
Mike Harcourt said his compromise

forest management plan contains
the toughest logging regulations in
North America.

Environmentalists, however, be-
lieve his government, which came
to power with strong support from
the province's logging industry
union, sold out to British Colum-
bia’s powerful lumber interests,
notably MacMillan Bloedel Ltd.,
which is licensed to harvest what
remains of the last intact rain forest
on the continent.

One prominent environmental
advocate, Robert F. Kennedy Jr.,
believes he has found a key ally in
forcing the Harcourt government to
back down: local Indian nations who
believe their rights to the disputed
forest have been trampled by both
private and governmental interests.

Seeking to yoke the defense of
natural resources to what he terms
the protection of human rights,
Kennedy visited Clayoquot Sound
last weekend to seal an alliance be-
tween the Natural Respurces De-
fense Counci RDC), the Wash-
ington-based environmental group
for which he serves as a lawyer and
high-profile voice, and the five
Clayoquot tribes whose ancestral
lands are at issue. _

“MacMillan Bloedel has no inter-
est in this land except to cut the
Jumber and run,” Kennedy said in an
interview, “but if the Indians lose
their resources, they're through.”

“The people who are injured most
by environmental destruction are
people who lack political power,” he
said after eight hours of private
meetings with Indian leaders. The
issues in Clayoquot Sound, Kennedy
declared, “are the same ones our
countries have been struggling with
for 500 years. What’s the differ-
ence between this and what hap-
pened when Custer went into the
Black Hills [of South Dakota]?”

Kennedy’s presence here pro-
voked bitter resentinent from many
British Columbians. Gerry Stoney,
president of the regional loggers
union, said in a statement: “His sup-
port for the blockades is the ulti-
mate in American-style bully tac-
tics.”

Native groups have not been easy
allies of the more confrontational
white environmentalists who reject
any form of logging in the area. In-
dian leaders, who wish to rescrve
logging rights for their heavily un-
employed people, have dissociated
themselves from the daily arrests in
the valley and have sought, with




A WasHIGIoN pPosi -

\Miolmq,SaCc,S . mguzf ‘ez‘z‘fs

ASSOCIATED PRESS

Robert F. Kennedy Jr, walks with Indian leaders and conservationists in the
Clayoquot Sound rain forest in British Columbia, threatened by logging.

little success, to assert their claim
over the forest through legal chan-
nels.

But after their meetings with
Kennedy here, they were taking a
markedly tougher line. “Our options
are very limited,” said Chief Francis
Frank of the Tla-o-qui-aht First Na-
tion, who spoke for the tribes. “We
can go through your system, but we
didn't create the justice system. Or
we can take direct action. . . . The
niceties of talking are almost over.”

Frank would not rule out joining
the blockades or seeking an injunc-
tion to block logging until the land
claims are settled. But the direct
action he -and Kennedy have in
mind, they said, is on the interna-
tional stage. An NRDC-organized
boycott of British Columbia timber
products, half of whose markets are
in the United States, is a distinct
possibility, sources said, as are
fresh legislative initiatives in the
United States to require consumer
labeling of wood products to indi-
cate their origin.

To drive the issue home on Har-
court’s doorstep, Frank said, the
five bands also are prepared to call
for a boycott of the 1994 Common-
wealth Games in Victoria, the pro-
vincial capital on the southern end
of Vancouver Island. Local Indian
tribes are scheduled to participate
in the ceremonies, and their with-
drawal, Frank said, might spur oth-
er indigenous peoples of the Com-
monwealth countries to protest par-
ticipation in the games.

For its part, the
170,000-member NRDC plans a
direct-mail and advertising cam-
paign in the United States this fall.
Its Clavoquot Sound strategy is

modeled on an earlier effort Ken-
nedy led to pressure New York and
New England states to cancel con-
tracts to buy electricity from Que-
bec’s public power company. The
public utility’s ambitious dam-build-
ing project in northern Quebec’s
James Bay subsequently was cur-
tailed.

There too Kennedy linked envi-
ronmental concerns with long-
standing Indian claims to the land
and its resources, and last weekend
in British Columbia, a Cree leader
instrumental in the James Bay
struggle was in Kennedy's party.
Deputy Grand Chief Diom Romeo
Saganash pledged Cree solidarity to
the Clayoquot cause and urged the
Vancouver Island chiefs to over-
come their reluctance about con-
frontation. “You have to kick them
where it hurts—in the butt, and

that's where the white man’s wallet

usually is,” he said.

Kennedy was greeted by Indian
leaders here with the kind of enthu-
siasm: once accorded his father, the
slain U.S. senator from New York
and presidential candidate whose
memory is still strong in native
communities across-North America.

The 39-year-old activist and law
professor, accompanied by his 8-
year-old son and namesake, was
carried ashore in a dugout canoe for
an outpouring of ceremonial gift-
giving by Canadian Indian leaders.
As he received robes, paintings,
masks, bracelets and even honorific
gifts of cash, Kennedy was told that
one gift “gives you the right to
speak to the world on behalf of the
Clayoquot people.”

Pl‘f‘
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Natives honor Kennedy in ritual

By Richard Watts
Times-Colonist staff
Opitsaht

Clayoquot Indians paid hom-
age to environmental lawyer
Robert Kennedy Jr., his son and
a colleague Saturday with a cer-
emony that reflects their sea-
borne traditions and way of life.

Kennedy, his eight-year-old
son Bobby, and colleague Liz
Barratt-Brown, a lawyer with
the Natural Resources Defence
Council (NRDC), were paddled
to the First Nations village here
in a cedar canoe, then lifted out
of the water and carried ashore.

Kennedy was then treated to a
potlatch-type ceremony involv-
ing gifts such as carvings, bead-
work, buttons, paintings and a
mask carved in the representa-
tion of the protector of the for-
est. The gift-giving was infec-
tious and a number of un-
planned presents were handed
over, including a Haida blanket
from the Queen Charlottes from
Shirley Adams of Massett.

Kennedy, son of U.S. Senator
Robert Kennedy, who was assas-
sinated in 1968, was invited by
the Clayoquot people to discuss
ways that his organization might
offer help in the U.S. to further
their battle to gain control of
Clayoquot Sound.

Kennedy’'s organization
worked extensively with the

Cree of northern Quebec fight-
ing the hydroelectric develop-
ment in their homelands.

In the U.S. the group was in-
strumental in convincing the
New York government to cancel
a $125billion US contract to

Bruce Stotesbury/Times-Cofonist
B KENNEDY GREETS hereditary Chief Wickininnish on shore.

purchase power from Hydro-
Quebec.

Kennedy met with the Clay-
oquot chiefs for about five hours
and they emerged to tell report-
ers they had agreed upon a
number of strategies and ac-

tions that would be examined in
the upcoming weeks.

Kennedy said these could be
legal actions such as injunc-
tions, civil disobedience, con-
sumer-type actions in the
United States — the major cus-
tomer for B.C. wood — or legis-
lative actions in the U.S.

Kennedy said he foresaw
about 20 per cent of his time dc-
voted to the Clayoquot issue but
it might increase if it was
agreed the US. might have a
bigger role to play.

Clayoquot “has all the attrib-
utes that make it a really impor-
tant issue,” he said.

"It has a unique eco-system
which is about to be destroyed
and it has native people who
own the land, whose rights have
not been taken into account in
the decision to exploit the re-
sources,” said Kennedy.

“What’s the difference be-
tween this and when Custer
went to the Black Hills? The
niceties may have changed.

“There may be more lawyers
involved, there may be courts
and some injunctions but it’s
the same issue,” he said.

“There are rights which are
owned by thesec people ... and
NRDC will assist them in assert-
ing those rights.”

The provincial government,
after about a decade of conflict

KENNEDY A2
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and controversy, annouced last
April its decision to allow log-
ging on over 60 per cent of Clay-
oquot Sound.

The native people of the area
immediately took it as a slap in
the face because they weren't
consulted or warned.

But while they voiced their
objections they have kept any
plans or statements about the
Clayoquot issue to themselves.

Attention has remained fo-
cused on the environmental is-
sues and the logging road block-
ade where 141 people have been
arrested.

Francis Frank, elected chief
councillor of the Tla-o-qui-aht
Band, hinted his people are pre-
paring to get tougher with the
provincial government.

He said his people may soon
take legal action or even actions
similiar to the civil disobedi-
ence now being mounted by the
environmentalists on the block-
ade.

- But nothing firm has been de-
cided yet.

“The niceties of talking are al-
most over,” said Frank.

“We still leave the door open
for government to come and
meet with us and have a mean-
ingful dialogue.”

But he said First Nations pa-
tience is wearing thin.

One of the principles which
has been ignored in the Clay-
oguot decision is that mnatives
have a right for interim protec-
tion of the resources while ne-
gotions are going on.

Frank said his people invited
Kennedy to Clayoquot Sound
because df his track record with
the Cree in Quebec.

"It’s not because of the Ameri-
cans or the environmentalists,”
he said.

Kennedy is to attend the na-
tive games in Port Alberni to-
day.
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Powerful U.S. lobby group talks to natives about Clayoquot strategy:

BY ROBERT MATAS
British Columbia Bureau
VANCOUVER — U.S. lawyer Rob-
ert Kennedy Jr. is trying to raise the
stakes in the battle over the rain for-
ests of British Columbia’s Clayoquot
Sound.

Representing a powerful U.S.
lobby group called the Natural Re-
sources Defence Council, Mr. Ken-
nedy met for nine hours during the
weekend with members of the Tla-o-
qui-aht First Nations, who live on
Meares Island in Clayoquot Sound.

The son of slain U.S. attorney-gen-
eral Robert Kennedy is working with
the aboriginal leaders on interna-
tional strategies aimed at getting
British Columbia to reconsider its
decision to allow logging in the area.

Tactics under discussion include
lobbying to have concerns about
Clayoquot Sound raised during the
current round of North American
Free Trade Agreement negotiations
dealing with environmental issues.
Also discussed was the possibility of
lobbying for changes in U.S. law this
fall, changes that could, in effect,
close the U.S. market to timber from
Clayoquot Sound, Mr. Kennedy said
yesterday.

Mr. Kennedy and Chief Francis
Frank of the Tla-o-qui-aht First Na-
tions said the meeting’s agenda in-
cluded discussing options within
Canada.

Chief Frank said Indians have
been asked to perform traditional
dances at the opening and closing
cermonies at the Commonwealth
Games in Victoria next year. “We
could easily walk away from it” as a
protest, he said.

Chief Frank said the federal gov-
ernment has promised that an in-
terim agreement, guaranteeing pro-
tection of the First Nations’ cultural
values and economic interests, must
be reached before the government al-
lows logging to begin.

Clayoquot Sound, on the west
coast of Vancouver Island, has one of
the largest intact blocks of temperate
rain forests left in the world.

The B.C. government announced
earlier this year that part of the pris-
tine rain forest would be protected
and part would be logged under
stringent regulations that are in-
tended to allow the forest to regener-
ate with minimal ecological damage.

Mr. Kennedy has been working as
an environmental lawyer with the
Natural Resources Defence Council
for several years.

The environmental group employs
about 125 lawyers, scientists, re-
source specialists and support staff
and 15 considered to be United
States’ most effective litigant on en-
vironmental issues. The council,
with annual revenues of about $16-

Natives carry Robert Kennedy Jr. and son Bobby, 8, ashore near Tofino, B.C.

million, had a role in pushing the
U.S. Congress to pass legislation to
clean upacid rain.

Mr. Kennedy said the aboriginals
and his group made a formal alliance
during the weekend that will enable
the lobby group to represent the First
Nations in Washington and New
York.

The council intends to introduce
First Nations leaders to U.S. legis-
lators, government officials and lead-
ers in U.S. environmental and hu-
man rights groups, he said.

The council is not opposed to log-

ging, Mr. Kennedy said, but the First
Nations land claims should be set-
tled and forest management prac-
tices ensuring sustainable harvest
should be in place before logging be-
gins.
_ He dismissed suggestions of inter-
ference. “The issue is driven by con-
ditions in the United States,” he
said. “We consume 50 per cent of the
lumber from here.”

The United States restricted log-

ging in its old-growth forests, thereby
exporting the problem to B.C., he
added,

Mr. Kennedy compared the issue
to Canada’s anti-apartheid boycott
of South African goods. “There’s a
recognition that human rights are
transboundary issues,” he said, refer-
ring to the rights of the First Nations
to land-claim settlements.

Mr. Kennedy also defended the
activities of the hundreds of pro-
testers who are blockading the log-
ging roads every day. About 150
have been arrested this summer.

Civil disobedience is a legitimate
tool for those who are frustrated by
the lack of opportunities to voice
their opinions, he said.

Meanwhile, the publicity drawn
by the protests has sparked a reac-
tion. A group that supports the gov-

" ernment’s decigion has organized a

“support the compromise” rally for

Aug. 14 in Ucluelet, a seaside log-

ging town at the edge of the forest.
Chris O’Connor, a rally organizer

(CHUCK STOODY/Canadian Press)

and manager of a small family lum-
ber business 300 kilometres east of
Clayoquot Sound, said the event is
intended to show that the govern-
ment has widespread support.

“The [government’s] decision is in
danger of being subverted by people
not willing to compromise,” he said.
“Governments respond to public
pressure and we wanted to show
them that there is support for their
plannning process and their decis-
ion.”

Mr. O’Connor said he expects the
rally could attract twice as many
people as attended an antilogging
rally last month featuring the Austra-
lian rock group Midnight Oil.

The support-the-compromise rally
will feature chainsaw contests, jug-
gling, clowns and possibly speeches
by politicians, if they show up, he
said. ’

As well as continuing protests at
the edge of the forests, people op-
posed to logging in Clayoquot
Sound have organized a march and
rally for today in Vancouver.
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American
lawyer and
environmental
activist Robert
Kennedy Jr.
and his
entourage are
carried ashore
to Meares
Island in
Clayoquot
Sound by
natives
yesterday, a
ceremony

erformed only

our times this
century.
Kennedy met
Clayoquot
native leaders
and said
afterward that
he had formed
an alliance
with them to
oppose
logging of the
sound. STORY,
Page A4
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natives to

|
By Charlie Anderson
Statf Reporter

OPITSAHT, MEARES ISLAND — Clayoquot
uatives and Robert Kennedy Jr. have formed
an alliance that may lead to natives joining
the Clayoquot Sound blockade.

Aiter a lengthy meeting yesterday, Kennedy,
an American environmental lawyer, and Chief
Francis Frank of the Tia-o-qui-aht First
Nations said they'll work together to fight
for native rights in Clayoquot Sound.

“We cannot jeopardize our ability to nego-
tiale over those same resources, and we need
to protect them,” said Frank. The only
options, he said, are through the courts or
“to step on the lines to stop them (loggers).”

Kennedy pledged the services of his Wash-
ington, D.C.-based lobby organization, the

Natural Resources Defence Council.

“There are legal options available,” said
the 38-year-old son of slain senator Robert
Kennedy. “There is also civil disobedience
available, there are a series of consumer-type
options in the U.S. that are available, there
are legislative initiatives that are available.”

During his three-day visit, Kennedy toured
the Clayoquot area and met with Clayoquot
chiefs on Meares Island.

He'll spend today at the native summer
games in Port Alberni.

Kennedy and his entourage were carried
ashore yesterday afternoon while still in their
canoc in a rarely-performed ceremony.

Inside the meeting hall, he was urged by
hereditary chiefs to carry the natives’ mes-
sage to Washington. .

Keunedy pledged his support to the
natives, including their right to log parts of

in hands

Activist pledges
anti-logging
pressure in U.S.

the sound.

“They will manage the land in a way that’s
sustainable, and that may include logging,”
said Kennedy. “1 and my organization would
defend their right to do that.

“Fifty per cent of the logs that are coming
out of the forest are logs that should . . . be
owned by the indigenous people who live
here and have lived here for thousands of
years.”

Kennedy emphasized he came to Clay-
oquot at the invitation of the natives. He jus-
tified his organization’s involvement by cit-
ing U.S. purchases of Canadian timber.

“We feel that if there is a major environ-
mental or human-rights problem, then it’s
an international problem.”

Although Kennedy visited the blockaders’
camp, he said he wouldn’t join them on this
trip.

Logging supporters at the daily blockade
condemned Kennedy's visit.

“ feel it's none of his business,” said Deb
Kelleher, a Ucluelet resident. “They should
clean their own back yard before they start
coming out here and telling us what to do.

“He's probably running on a lot of
misinformation as are most of the other
people who come here and speak to half the
people.”
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Native Chietf Francis Frank (right) with activist Robert Kennedy Jr. yesterday.
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CLAYOQUOT SOUND

Kennedy lends support to natives
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Love ofa good cause bred in the bon

HAROLD MUNRQ

Vanoouver Sun

Bobby Kennedy Jr. believes he
xas born with a passion for wild-
ife,

e has cared for a houseful of
exotic pets since childhood.

Today, at home in upstate New
York, this member of one of the
U.S.’s most famous and influential
families operates a shelter for sick
and injured animals. .

.__His son, eight-year-old Bobby
Kennedy I11, and danghter Kick, age
five, have their own collection of
house pets.

Father und son tramped through
the forests of Clayoquot Sound Fri.
day afternoon in a steady rain in
pursuit of Kennedy’s other passion,

A passion born of a lesson learned
at the knee of his own father.

U.S. Senator Bobby Kennedy
worked for the rights of native
American Indians before his life was
cul shorl by an assassin's hullet in
1968, :

Bobby Jr, and the other children
.accompanied their father on many

-visits to Indlan reservations across
the country. -

-+ Three months hefore he died, the
_genator — then campaiguing for the
Democratic presidential nomjna-
tion— went to the Sioux reservaion §
in Pine Ridge, South Dakota, the
poorest county in the U.S.

“He saw two families living in the
burned-ouf wreck of a car,” Ken-
nedy said. “He cried when he saw
that :

“I went back Lo that reservation |
about four months ago and speat the
day with Bobby.and gat inducted
info the tribe and we got our Sioux
names,” Kennedy said.

He is Spotted Eagle. Little Bobby - : : _ - . " JEFF VINNICKVanaguver 5
is White Buffalo Boy. CLEARCUT CONSCIOUSNESS: Bobby Kennedy Jr., Chief Francia Frank tour Clayoquot

Kennedy, 39, tells this story to a . Lo '
Vancouver Sun reporterridingback  In the half-light of the van, the  His trip here proved o Kennedy  That pleases him, And he doesn't
to Tofino in a van after a hike into physical resemblance to his father is  can still draw a crowd of reporters hesitate o use his famous name to
the old-growth forest, His missionis remarkable. The Intense pale blue 25 years after his father’s death and draw atiention to the struggle of
lo help natives in Clayoquot Sound eyes. The strong nose and toothy 30 years afler his uncle, U.S. Presi- indigenous people around the world.
gain conlrol of the area’s thmber grin. All contained in that distiue- dent John Kennedy, was assassin- “You use everything you've got,”
resource. {ive chiseled profile. ated. ~ Kennedy said.




Clayoquot
awaits visit
by activist
Kennedy

HAROLD MUNRO
Vancouver Sun

MEARES ISLAND — Tla-o-qui-
aht Chief Francis Frank will look to
the heavens today in search of high-
powered intervention to assist the
impoverished native peoples of
Clayoquot Sound.

Environmental lawyer Robert
Kennedy, Jr., arrives by floatplane
this morning to begin private discus-
sions with hereditary and elected
chiefs from five local nations here, a

.short distance from the coastal com-
munity of Tofino.

Kennedy will advise his hosts how
the organization he represents —
Washington, D.C.-based Natural
Resources Defence Council — can
help them succeed in their fight for
aboriginal title over the 360,000
hectares of Clayoquot Sound.

The Nuu-Chah-Nulth Tribal
Council chiefs, representing about
2,500 natives in the Sound, will pres-
ent a land-claims strategy to the son
of late-U.S. Senator Robert Ken-
nedy, said Frank, the elected chief
of the 500-member Tla-o0-qui-aht
nation with reservations on Meares
Island and at Long Beach.

Frank refused to divulge details of
the plan during an interview here
Thursday, saying only that several
options have been discussed since
the B.C. government announced in
April its decision to permit logging
in two-thirds of the Sound.

Gaining control over at least a
share of the timber resources in
Clayoquot for his people would cre-
ate jobs in a community where the
unemployment rate for natives is 70
per cent.

Natives represent 43 per cent of
the region’s population, but occupy
only .4 per cent of the land.

Frank conceded one possible
option is a court injunction against
logging in Clayoquot until the land
claims issue is resolved.

“Whether to proceed with a court
injunction is an option being consid-
ered by the chiefs,” he said. “That is
an option that is seriously being con-
sidered.”

Any injunction would likely be
launched in a matter of weeks since
MacMillan Bloedel is planning to
build logging roads into the heart of
the old-growth valley very soon.

A similar injunction by the natives
has prevented logging on Meares
Isiand for nine years while the land
claims issue is settled in the courts.

But legal action is expensive.
Frank said the Meares Island chal-
lenge has cost First Nations people
$1.2 million to date. And the spec-
tacular peaks and valleys of the
island represent only three per cent
of the total area in the Sound.

Liz Barratt-Brown, a senior law-
yer with Natural Resources Defence
Council, said Thursday Kennedy is
coming to the weekend meetings
without a set agenda.
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LEADING THE WAY, Robert Kennedy Jr.
walks with Meares Island First Nation lead-

CLAYOQUOT LOGGING

HAROLD MUNROQO

vancouver Sun

MEARES ISLAND — Natives
nere will call for an international
beyeott of next summer’s Common-
weaith Games in Victoria unless the
provincial government halts logging
in Clayoquot Sound.

A boycott would attract world-
wide attention to the sound, where
unemployment among natives is 70
per cent, says Tla-o-qui-aht Chief
Francis Frank.

Frank intends to discuss the possi-
ble boycott this week with represen-
tatives of the Coast Salish people,
who are the host First Nation for the
games in August 1994.

The natives sayv Clayoquot should
not be logged until an outstanding
land claim covering the entire area
is resolved. Natives also demand
some control over how the old-

growth forests are managed, as well
as a share of the logging jobs and
money from timber sales.

The boycott announcement came
at the end of a four-day visit to the
west coast of Vancouver Island by
influential U.S. environmental law-
yer Robert Kennedy, Jr.

The son of the late Senator Robert
Kennedy summoned the oratory
passion of his father during a speech
to several hundred natives gathered
for the Nuu-Chah-Nulth Summer
Games in Port Alberni Sunday.

“Part of the battle we are seeing
here today, fought here, is a battie to
include all the people into this
democracy, this wonderful democ-
racy in Canada,” Kennedy said.

“And that’s something that is good
for all of us. It’s not just good for the
Nuu-Chah-Nulth people, not just
good for the English people or the
French people or the Italians or the

JEFF VINNICVancover Sun
ers to meetings to discuss strategies to try
and halt Clayoquot Sound logging

Polish people — it is good for every-
body.”

Kennedy. representing the
Natural Resources Defence Council,
returned to New York Monday, de- -
termined to take the fight of Clayo-
quot natives to the White House and
the United Nations.

Over the next month, his group
will mail a plea to its 170,000 mem-
bers in the U.S. asking for donations
to fund a campaign against logging
in Clayoquot Sound. -

Recipients of the postcards are
urged to write B.C. Premier Mike
Harcourt and Prime Minister Kim
Campbell. A similar campaign pro-
testing against the plight of 10.000
Cree threatened by hydroelectric
development in northern Quebec
generated 16,000 postcards.

In Quebec, pressure from the
defence council led New York state
to cancel on environmental grounds




a $1'2;5 billion contract to buy power -

generated by the Quebec Hydro
project. Without the New York con-
tract, the facility was not considered
“economically viable.

In Victoria, a Commonwealth .
Games boycott would likely embar- -
rass local organizers of the sporting -
event staged every four years.

First Nations people on Vancou- -

ver Island were enlisted as key par- -
. ticipants in the colorful opening and -
‘closing ceremonies of the event. -
“Natives are also featured promin-
ently in local and international
advertising for the games. And an
artist from the Nuu-Chah-Nulth
Tribal Council — which represents
all five First Nations in Clayoquot
- Sound — has been commissioned to

design the silver medal to be pre--

ARD PERRIN/Vancouver Sun
TAKING A STAND against Clayoquot Sound logging opera-
tions, protester joins Vancouver Art Gallery rally

..sénted to athletes at the Games. . =
" Meanwhile, the campaign to pre-
serve Clayoquot spilled on to the

._streets.of Vancouver Monday where

about 500 anti-logging demonstra-
; tors paraded from the downtown
_headquarters-of MacMillan Bloedel

atoa rally at the: Vancouver Art Gal-

¥ lery.:

vy Protest ‘organizers-said a massive
blockade is planned for Aug. 9 at the
- Clayoquot site, where more than 100
anti-logging protesters have been
arrested since July 5.

Valerie Langer, of Friends of
Clayoquot Sound, predicted that
“mass arrests” will take place Aug.
9. '
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' Brues Blotgcbny ™ mes Caloret
& KENNEDY, fianked by native representatives Francls Prank (holding daughter Tabatha) ahd Jack Little,

laughs a8 Nuu-chah-nulth Indian Qames cruwd breaks Into Star Spangled Banner.

Kennedy
adds teeth
to native
commitment

By Richard Watts
Tiee-Cokonlst 8734

FORT ALBERNI — llobert
Keanrdy. J2. was weicomed to the
Nueschal-gulth Indian Games
Mcnday with o cpontancoeus, al-
Vet ereaky on the hgn potee, ran.

“ditivn of e Siwr Spangled Bor:
ner,

ARerward, an Ind:an using a mi-
cropiiorie and inuaAspeaker re-
minded the singers they were in
Canads, but thoy shouted beck
that they Inkt wantend tn make
Xeunedy feel al hyme,; :

During the cercmony, the In
dian people ecntinued ta shower

§Ifts co the son of alain presiden-

tial iopetul Robert Kennady.
Then the environmental lawyer,
who works for the U.S.-based Nat-
ural fHesources Defence Councll,
réturned the favors with a repliea
of a whale tooth that sal vu the
White House desk of assassinated
prasudsnt.tahn Xenneds.
Kenunedy said the wift was a re.
niindor of the common love for de
woerady tLioyed by both hit un-
¢le and hie father, and of their

f2lth that tne warin g prohlems
PRV B B T T3 SR NP 1 RS SRy

. *the mare people we include

e better we are able to solve all
the world's great problems,” he
salfl.

In an apparently spontanevus
speech, Kennody related how his
fsther, whan he travetled the U.S,,

always wanied to visit Indian re-

SUEVes, .

Retort Kennedy Sr, belicved
the founders ol Nerth Amesiean
dutiocracles had overiooked a
findamental irjustice, the treat-
ment of the Indiar jeople - *who
were alrcady prosent. .

‘Renaedy Jr. said be has come to
siure his father's peliat, and told
tho Nuu.chah.nhith Indians that
the-continued liealth of the {win
democracica of Canada and the
U.E' deronds on geing hack and
redressirg thase fniustices.

“It Is a maner of fundamentul
Justice,” b euid.

‘Heforring 1o the fulesls of Chay-
vi:uvt Sound, he said if they are
dgsiroyad, then something unique
and speefal fur 4ll humankind
wlnl-be- lost. :

As a Roman Catholic, Kennedy
siid he has come to believe that
epoTy tUme a specles is made ex-
tinct, humanity 1zses a fistle of its
ability to know Geg.

The environment (s as impor
tant for mankind's gpirituail
héalth as it s for its economic
health. ..

“Itwe lose Lack of the tides and
the secrons we diourih oumn
solveq,” said Xennedy.
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