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co2 equivalent data— 

bob watson worked out these figures:

1990: 420 ppm by vol

this value represents a 50% increase over pre-industrial rates 
(pre-industrial is 280 ppm by volume).

bob projects that — assuming a business as usual approach - we will 
see a doubling of the carbon equivalent concentration from 
pre-industrial times (to 560 ppm by vol) by roughly 2020-2025.

You should represent these numbers as the best estimates 
available—watson is confident of these numbers, but recall that he 
did not have the data from the IPCC infomation and had to derive them 
himself.

a note on "business as usual"- some dismiss these senarios because 
the IPCC did not take the phasing out of CFC's into account in 
computing concentrations. you should know though that more extensive 
analyses (done by denis terpak at epa) have shown that the ipcc had 
underestimated the co2 emissions from energy sources. correcting for 
the 2 errors, terpak found that the business as usual trends are 
accurate.


