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Albat Gore Jr^ Global environmeiital crisis ‘real as rain’
Em*t m«>oatlmrn. Ecqtogyw* 
dw Hmw SpM by Mberi Goie 
Jr. (Houghton MOKa. S2Z3S)

BK Jame» W. Bkosnan
Sorvp&MouHd NewsSanice

Most poUticiaiis endm» their 
Kwl-fife crisis beftx« they ruo for 
president.

Sen. Albert Gote Jr.. D-Tenn, 
43, is going throng bis now, and 
tint's the major reason Us book is 
more intoesdog than a typical
“the-Earth-is-laiBng-bere’s-bow- 
we-saro-tt” poEtical tract.

In -Eartb in the Baiance, Fcot- 
ogy and the Human Spirit,” Gore 
ties his politica] Ute tSroctiy to 
ttM» sneoess of the envumuneotal 
movement.

Gore wilt be sigping o^ues of 
the book in Knarvaie today. He 
is scheduled to be at Books-A- 
Millioa, S513 Khigstoa FObc^ from 
II am tn 12:30 pjn. and at Davis- 
lOdd Booksdlers, 113 N. Peters 
Read, from li30 to L30 pan.

A Teooginzed environmental 
leader in Congress; Ckire attempts 
to outBne an eovironmental agen­
da tor the world:

■ He c«llg for taxing carbon 
rSoxide enussuns to prevent 
gjbbal warming, which would 
surety drive up the cost of efec- 
tiicity and cars.

■ He thinlnj people dwiild pay 
itr thw garbage piclnips based 
on how much gail^e they pro­
duce.

■ Be wants schoolchildren 
aronnd the worid to keep daily 
weather measures.

■ He waofls accounting sys- 
tems changed to reflect the envi- 
ronmcolal consequences of poUu- 
tioa and resoucee depletion.

On the other side. Gore at­
tacks the Earth-Tirstfifs of the 
“Deep Ecology” movement for 
sugg^ting that man's every ad­
vance should bestipnied.

He tMggpsts mildly that popu- 
latkm cootro] advocates

m
wonld send pundits and ofgwsing 
speech writers raong to th^ 
kqrboards should Gore ever run 
for president again. That’s e^- 
dally true if global warming and 
the ozxme bole don’t pan out as 
the dangers Gore asserts they

break bread with the Catholic 
Church and work together to 
raise Third Worid Irving stan­
dards, wluch would then peraiade 
Third W«ld femiDes to have few­
er children.

And he attempts bravely to 
devel^ a theological underpin- 
nir^ for “environinctitalism of the 
spirit."

But even these ideas wouW not 
mark a new politicaJ path were a
not for Gore’s assertion that “we 
mnst make the rescue of the envi-

,ronmeut the central organizing 
prindiple for dvaizabon" in the 
post-Cokl War era.

As a corollary, this also re­
quires countries to adopt demo­
cratic forms of governDieids and 
goarantees of human rigjits be­
cause only men and women who 
are “politically empowered” can 
“effect remedies to ecological 
proUems wherever tb^ five.”

Under a new global Marshall 
Plan, Gore would md countries 
that make the right choices and 
deny Utv technology to countri« 
not prepared to use it in an envi­
ronmentally safe manner.

This is the tdnd of stuff that

So why write it?
Books by poBticiaiK are sd- 

dom best-sdlers, and Gore al­
ready has enormous support 
among environmeiital graupfi. 
He'S taken to begging this year’s 
crop of Democratic camfidates to 
even talk ahoot the issue, wl^ 
he acknowledges is a second-tier 
concern for voters.

The book is deeper than it 
needs to be to inqjress a voter. ^ 
political consultant wotdd advise

candidate to describe the en- 
vitoomenta! proUent toSpg the 
Earth IS a “dyifurictjooM ewriuza- 
txm."

But wdiat tins book does say is
that if Gore runs for presidenl 

he’s run on Ks issues and 
fais philosophy.

In 1988, Gore was variously 
viewed as the camfidate of party 
fat-cats, a not qiute ready but 
very ambilioos youi^ster and 
Southero-oiriaited, strong-on-de- 
fense moderated ffis views on the 
enviranment were cilher derided 
or ignored.

“The harder truth,” confesses 
Gore, “is that I amply ladted Ote
strength to kE^ on taH^ about
the environmental crias con- 
slantly whether it was reported in
the press or not."

About a year after that race. 
Gore's 6-year-old son, Albmt ni, 
was fait by a car. Alter montlis of 
care for multiple iiqiiries, the boy 
reoovHed. But the incident dear­
ly made Gore think more deeply 
about bis famity obCgatians.

The accident and the book
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Sen. Albert Gore Jr. is the aulhor of 
Ecology and the Human Spirit.”

‘Earth in the Balance,

were probably the single two big­
gest faebirs in Gore’s decision not 
to run for president this year.

His 1988 loss, his son’s accident 
and his book seem to have com­
bined to force Gore to recondie 
political ambition wKh faiUi and 
basic beliefo.

“The global environmental cri­
sis is, as we say in Tennessee, real 
as rain, and 1 irannol stand the 
thought of leaving my children 
with a degraded earth and a di­
minished future," writes Gore.

Now, he’ll ank or swim with 
the flood.
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Senator Al Gore authors book on environment
2a on efifon to dmtge the wagr 

-Americans Itiiiik abcmt our envinm- 
nmt. Honghtan MifOta wiU puUiah 
wiMt Cari Sagan is caliing lalKl- 
nadtboak”llySaulDrAlC<He{D- 
Tent)^ Kmilt m ribs Jfafaww 
Seclmgf ami ika flimii 
PBibUcatioa pbm br ibe 416^^ 
Unloowr <^9«ISBN ft-395- 
57821-^, tJiwiiiWt Cor Januqr 22, 
1992. iadiiilr. a 35-dty auibor tow 
and coasMo-coast bookstore a|}pear- 
anoesL

The book is an inspiriqg and in­
sightful portiait of global ecological 
crisis. spamiiiigAlGare'sanalysis of 
poMiics,lustey, science, ccODomics, 
psycfaolagy.andicUgioiuaiKl, as BiD 
Moycn said.'A powcriiil summons 
to atoodoo qxxalyptk despair for 
ibepoSticsoriifeaDdliape.*’ AlGonc 
believes die sevens of the crisis 
leqniies nothiog less than a new coo- 
cqition of both the individnal and 
civilizalioin.

Earth as the JtalowM lakes a 
fiesfaaivaoacli 10 global ecology^ 
drawing on Ibe senator’s ^ewitness 
acoonnts of caviimmeti^ trooblb 
spots he holirisiied aTODOd Ite watU, 
iicltiding IteNatdiaBdSiialkFlale^ 
the Atnazoi oiafiDtest, Ike AM ^ 
aMAfikn-aBdibqQqmamM^ 
edgcicsearehwilkpracricaifiOtoiioiit.

Moved by an acd^ ihiiB nearijr
killed bis yrangest chad. Attat 10. 
Senator Gore eoqdaiiis tfatt be has 
crane to le-examioe bis approach to 
polibcal issues. “1 find czetses for 
Mling to deal with global eaviron- 
jneotal crisis mate difScnlt to Gve 
widi,” he writes.

Earth M the Eohuica makes a 
uniqiiebidfbrreadcnfaip: itsaodnr 
is the vciy advocate wto will §ght 
and lead in the coo^ ecological 
wars on Cafritol Ifill and atomd Ibe 
workl. Ad^Iy cancetned 43-year- 
oU father of four. Al Gore uses the

raetaphorof ihe~dysfuDciianal iaia- 
■ly” ID describe ndiistriat sodeiy’s 
idarionsliip to nature. ThebookiS- 
flects Senaaor Gine’s lifelratg oon> 
niliBenl toenviianaienial
pralecriaa.Ueii(&«peisaqBldeta^ 
lian wkh public leadci8%riidad^ 
^onfaypolicyissoea.

t
biwiiat ilWhljdian VMUy eaHs 

“an iraponant. bold sisp in the right 
direction,'' Gore’s bluqirint finr 
reshaping that global environment, 
spelled ontin the book’s final sect! on, 
features proposals for dramatic 
cituiges in U. S. bws and piogranis.

A fonner newspaper itpoiter and 
eriiorial writer who has iireqpiently 
ccntiibiited to numeious magazines 
and octvspqns. Senator Gme was a 
jonmalist for seven years before en­
tering politics. Hehas not used a co­
author wcoilaboiator  in writing £oi4h 
D* th« Bofance.

Gore was first elecKd to the U. S. 
Congress in 1976 and to Ibe U. S. 
Senate in 1984 and hm been ao ac­
knowledged leader on global eavi- 
lonmeatal isaaea. in CraigRss.- for 
moneiiiaafifieeoyeais.beha»qiera- 
cdly broken new gramd on key »• 
Jaec G(Haiaaring:jbe Sape^ 
Law; boldmg the first heariags on 
^warmiivspao^tlie^p. 
lutioncreatmgE(Htli]3nyI990-,aett- 
iag and chairing the first U. S.-qion- 
soredlnieiparfiamentaryQiiireresice 
on the Global Environment, which 
produced historic new agreements 
among more that forty natioos; and 
serving as cbaitmaii of GLOBE, an 
internatioiialoiganisitioa of legisla- 
tocs.

Ibe senator gained national lecog- 
Qtiiai and more that Ifaree million 
votes, winning Democratic primaries 
inseven statesasacanridateforpresi- 
deatinl988. At die age of 40. Al 
Gore, finished third in a large field.

Gordon proposes campaign clean-up
WASHINGTON. D.C. —Propos­

als by U. S. Kept BariGoidon to clean 
np political campaigns have been 
incliided in brood new Federal Cotn- 
nwnicatiaas Commission rules gov- 
etniag campaigD ndvetiistng.

*nie American public is incccas- 
iogly firnstraied and apathetic with 
campaigns lacking in subsmoce. de­
void of issues, yet (all of mcan-spir- 
itedanacks. It’siiowoiidertbcUniicd 
Stales has the secood lowest voter 
participalioa rate of tbe world’s top 
20 industriaSzed couDtries,” Gordon 
said.

New FCC rules require that polhi- 
calannouncementson lelevisicmcairy 
both a visual and audio sponscarship

message.
In 1990,GaidoDfirstiraposoilinare 

stringent campaign advratisiDg dis­
closure measures icquiring both au­
dio and visual disclaiineis in selevi- 
sknt adveitisemems and dear tpon- 
sorsbJpaniuxinccinents in ra^aod 
print ads. Tlie candidaic's pteture 
also wonld lave lo appear in televi­
sion ads as pait of tbe rfisclaimer. 
Groups notaffiiiatBdwithapaitxalar 
candkiatc would have lb ^ow die 
same rules.

Gradoi’s proposals were included 
in campaigQ icfairo measures ap- 
provedby die House in both 1990^d 
1991. Last year, the ScnaieappiDved 
its own eleciioo refonn plan sid a

craniHomisc bttweeo tbe two bope- 
Ailiy will be reached this year, the 
congressman said. The comprehen­
sive reform proposals address cvery- 
ihiiig from campaiign pending ipnrls 
to encauragjDfi sniaQ individiial odsi- 
Cribulians to limiting PAC donatians.

The new PCC inks, while not as 
for-reachiiig as what I proposed, will 
hc^ increase aooomitability and break 
down die wall of ancmyinity some 
candidaies hnle behind when slinging

mod in advertisemcnis,''Gonlan said.
’’Americans deseive campaigns 

which are centered arouiul issues of 
public policy and facts” and not 
caiqasgns based on ’Tmlf-tnahv 
pecsmal attacks and imrendo.’ Gor­
don explained. If a candidaie or 
group is going to resort to those tac­
tics, then tbe piblic needs lo know 
who is responsible.’*

Mod-sliaging campaigns contrib­
ute to die voter apathy that saw mdy
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Senator Al Gore, author of EARTH IN THE BAI.AMrtf sched­
uled for January 22,1992 publication by Houghton Mifflin.
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half the nation’s registered voters cast 
ballots in the last presidential elec­
tion. That turnout is “simply repug- 
nani in the world’s leading and most 
progressive democracy.” Gordon 
stated.

fn addition lo the adverdsciiiiait 
disck>sures,ibeECCrulesassurelow- 
costadvenising fcrall candidmes and 
give broadcast and cable televisioa 
otdeu flexibility in providing adver­
tising time to candidates.

High school condition researched/roof leaks/public negative
entlystgieriorioanyihingbeforcseen the ideologies of ennmewinn foir —__ ____ . . .
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BOOK REVIEW / Karen Riley

p
erhaps Americans have be­
come smugly self-satisfied 
about their role as environ­
mentalists because they 

■ recycle at the curb and occasionally 
:;*buy a green product at the super- 
; market. Or perhaps the staggering 

economy has of necessity pushed 
such immediate problems as unem­
ployment and health care to the fore. 

. Yet, whatever the cause, the environ­
ment has been consigned to the back 

' of the bus as an election year issue.
But now, as the five-pack of 

: Democratic contenders jostle in 
New Hampshire, their once and fu- 

; ture rival. Sen. A1 Gore of Tennes- 
; see, has come forward with an emo- 
' tional, even spiritual, book on what 
[ he calls a new class of environmen- 
> ,tal problems that affect the world- 
. wide ecological system. Such man- 
"' "made problems as overpopulation, 

global warming, ozone depletion and 
destruction of the Amazon rain for- 

I est are threatening the future of the 
I Earth in a “fundamentally strategic" 

way, he argues.
“Human civilization is now the 

; dominant cause of change in the glo- 
I bal environment,” he writes. “Yet we 
' resist this truth and find it hard to 
; imagine that our effect on the Earth 
; must now be measured by the same 
i yardstick used to calculate the 
; strength of the moon’s pull on the 
I oceans or the force of the wind 
! against the mountains.”
I Even subtle changes can be dev- 
; astating, he argues. For example, 1 
: degree shifts in temperature can 

lead to widespread famine, and 
r; clear-cutting a forest can erode the 
; soil, disrupt the flow of water and 

;; take away habitats for animals.
Mr. Gore has been exploring 

; these issues since 1978, when as a 
freshman congressman he was as- 
signed to the House subcommittee 

^ that investigated the hazardous 
; waste dumps at Love Canal near 
; Buffalo, N.Y. The book is stuffed with 

vivid, details and insights collected 
i from congressional hearings and 

junkets to such fai^flung environ- 
i mental nightmares as the fast- 

! retreating Aral Sea in Central Asia 
near Uzbekistan where “destruction 

r is taking place on a biblical scale.”
; In Queensland, Australia, where 

the thinning ozone layer is letting in 
ever-greater ultraviolet radiation, 
more than 75 percent of all senior 
citizens have some form of skin can- 

‘ 'Cer and children are required by law 
! ;to wear large hats and neck scarves 
; to protect their skin when traveling 
' [to and from school.

! ! Karen Riley covers environmen- 
'tal issues for the business desk of 

I The Washington Times.

Primer 

on the 

green 

side
And the Amazon rain forest is 

regularly showered with fertilizing 
minerals carried across the Atlantic 
in high westerly wind currents laden 
with sand lifted from the dunes of 
the Sahara. Wind funnels are pulling

EARTH IN THE BALANCE: 
ECOLOGY AND THE HUMAN SPIRIT 

By Sen. Al Gore
Hpughton.MiHlin, $22.95 

407 pages, illus.

down the sand at the rate of. 100. 
pounds per acre per year.

Of course, Mr. Gore’s purpose in 
the telling is literally to scare people 
to action. “Each of us must take a 
hard look at the habits of mind and 
action that reflect — and have led to

xmw
mmmp

Al Gore

— this grave crisis,” he contends, 
calling for an “environmentalism oT 
the spirit.”

His solution is a comprehensive 
multinational effort he calls a Global 
Marshall Plan that includes ways to 
curb population, develop ecologi­
cally appropriate technologies and 
include environmental effects in 
economic accounting.

Although the title is hackneyed, 
the package includes a sprinkling of 
novel ideas. For example, he would 
impose in developed countries ex­
port controls that assess a technol­
ogy’s ecological effect, modeled . 
after export controls of old that 
aimed to keep weaponry out of the 
hands of the Soviets.

’Ib cut down on unnecessary phys­
ical inventories, he calls for greater 
use of electronic inventories that 
store in computer form exact 
specifications for making products 
quickly and precisely out of metal 
and plastic when needed.

And he says the single most sen­
sible short-term step to reduce 
methane gas in the atmosphere 
would be to repair the leaky natural- 
gas pipelines in Eastern Europe and 
Russia.

Unfortunately, the plan largely 
ignores what the private sector 
alone can do. And as would be ex­
pected, the book adheres to politi­
cally correct scientific views, dis­
missing ! with some exaggeration 
those who discount global warming 
theories as the rare 2 percent of all 
scientists. .

Although Mr. Gore is lyrical and ' 
often painstakingly objective, he is 
not above the occasional partisan 
jab. At one point, he accuses Pres- 

,[ ident Bush — the. environmental . 
president — of cynicism on the glo­
bal warming issue, relating that on 
the eve of Earth Day in 1990, the 
White House circulated a confiden­
tial memorandum counseling offi­
cials that, rather than trying to con- 

■ vince people not to support action 
against this problem, a “better ap- 

. proach” was to “raise the many un­
certainties.”

It has become de rigeur for poli­
ticians to produce a thin tome writ­
ten by an aide on some suitably 
weighty issue. But Mr. Gore makes 
much of authoring this book, ex­
plaining that he was moved to write 
it as a result of his young son’s near 
death in 1989 after being struck by 
a car outside of the Orioles’ stadium! 
TVue or not, except for spme occa­
sional repetition, his book is far, far!

■ better than most political doc- ; 
uments of its kind and well worth 
reading as an ej^austive environ­
mental primer.
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Al Gore’s 

^Earth ’
BOOK WORLD, From D1

hok World

The Senator’s 

World View
Al Gore & Hib EnviroimienUil Plan

: IN THE BALANCE 
:iogy and the Human Spirit

; Sen, Al Gore
,-oughton Mifflin. 407 pp. $22.95

By Dennis Drnbelle
Teddy Roosevelt once called the presidency a bully 

.iulpit. With publication of this book, Al Gore shows 
^hat the U.S. Senate can be a bully seminar table.

On the evidence of “Earth in the Balance,” Gore 
takes full advantage of a senator’s ability to summon 
experts whose testimony can enlighten hirn, to travel 
■n search of firsthand impressions (one pol’s junket is 
.mother’s crash course), to draw upon the fact-finding 
and analyzing resources of staff and the Library of Con­
gress. I can’t judge how well the junior senator from 
Tennessee serves his constituents, but if there lives a 
m'ember of Congress who knows more about the envi- 
rQnment, he or she isn't talking, much less writing. (I 
think it’s safe to take at face value Gore’s claim that he 
and he alone is the author here; Before running for of­
fice, he worked as a journalist; moreover, the prose has 
a'hGtatory, senatorial ring, with an echo of the hus­
tings.)

Doing justice to the panoply of the Earth’s systemic 
i See BOOK WORLD. D6. Col, 1

environmental ills in a single, non-obese volume 
while at the same time holding the reader's in­
terest is a formidable task. By and large. Gore 
has pulled it off.

For one thing, he is steeped in his virtually 
limitless subject, manifesting an impressive 
knowledge of issues ranging from critical habitat 
for the spotted owl to the ozone-eating effects of 
chlorofluorocarbons. Then there are those 
trips—he has been to both poles and the Equator 
and many a spot in between—that inject a note 
of personal involvement into topics that might 
otherwise pale to abstraction. To take one nota­
ble example, he and other members of Congress 
were en route to meet with Brazilian rubber-tap­
per Chico Mendes when Mendes was murdered 
for his efforts to preserve rain forests.

Gore is also a well-read man. He knows his 
Descartes, exhibits more than a nodding acquain­
tance with Walter Benjamin’s knotty essay “The 
Work of .Art in the Age of .Mechanical Reproduc-

■ tion” and wields Heisenberg’s uncertainty princi­
ple with, well, certainty. In the first few chap­
ters, you might find yourself incredulous at the 
phenom of a senator who has time to discharge 
his official duties, snatch his share of sound bites, 
help raise a family and go spearing for knowl­
edge as assiduously as Gore evidently has. After 
a while, the breadth and depth of his learning dis­
pel any doubts.

Equally important, he knows how to dispense 
information in memorable images and clever 
couplings. After giving a number to the thinness 
of the Earth’s atmosphere, he adds: “To put it in 
perspective, the distance from the ground to the 
top of the sky is no farther than an ’nour’s cross­
country run.” To underscore the importance of ■ 
preserving even horrid species, he reminds us 
that “when President Reagan was struggling to

■ survive his would-be assassin’s bullet, one of the 
critical drugs used to stabilize him was a blood

■ pressure medication [derived] rrom an .Amazo­
nian bush viper.” Emphasizing the failure of stan­
dard cost-benefit analysis to account for-the de­
pletion of natural resources and the pollution 
spread by their use, he notes that the “Epton- 
Valdez oil spill in Prince William Sound, and ef- ' 
forts to clean it up ... actually increased our 
GNP.”.,..

If there is one theme that preoccupies Gore, it 
is the urgent necessity to curb human practices 
that contribute to the gree.nhouse effect (the ten­
dency of certain gases to accumuiate in the at­
mosphere and. like the glass panes in a green­
house, lock in heat that would other.vise escape

into space). He looks at history and adduces a 
wide range of weather-related examples—in­
cluding the sudden disappearance of the Anasazi 
people from southwestern Colorado and the re­
cent, recurrent devastation of Bangladesh by 
flooding—to make the point that even small fluc­
tuations in weather can trigger great upheavals. 
".All these changes in climate patterns took place 
during temperature variations of only 1 to 2 de­
grees Centigrade,” he wntes. “Yet today, at the 
close of the twentieth century, we are in the pro­
cess of altering global temperatures by up to
three to four times that amount.”

In places Gore almost gets carried away by 
that visionary earnestness without which leaders 
seem to feel handicapped in rousing an apathetic 
public. As he intones, “Whether we realize it or 
not, we are now engaged in an epic battle to 
right the balance of our earth,” glaze begins to 
form over readerly eyes. (Not that he sounds 
wrong there—^just formulaic.) And his chapter 
on the “Environmentalism of the Spirit,” with its 
cntique of the tendency to separate feeling from 
thinking and its quotes from Pope John Paul II, 
the Koran and Chief Seattle, may strike some 
readers as soft-nosed. It’s possible to skip these 
sections, of course, though doing so would, at a 
minimum, diminish one’s sense of the private 
person behind this public communicator.

Only toward the book’s end, though, when 
Gore heeded a self-generated call to lay out a 
comprehensive agenda for alleviating all the 
problems he had discerned, did he really start to 
lose this reviewer. The reach of his approach is 
breathtaking: a U.S.-led Global Marshall Plan in 
tandem with a high-tech Strategic Environment 
Initiative, among whose goals are “eliminating 
the internal combustion engine over, say, a twen­
ty-five-year period” and a transfer of modern 
pipeline design technology to Eastern Europe 
and the former Soviet Union, where leaking nat­
ural gas pipelines are discharging great quanti­
ties of greenhouse gases into the atmosphere.

■ But the orderly presentation of point alter sub­
headed point makes for rough reading, not to 
mention the temptation to throw up one’s hands 
and mutter, "Too grandiose—it’ll never happen.” 

Still, this programmatic global coda is worthy 
of attention if only because at least some of it wiU 
surely become a blueprint for congressional ac­
tion. .And in any event Gore never promised one 
of those friendly little"Fifty Things You Can Do 
to Cleanse Yourself of Environmental Guilt”,
books. - ■ ■ - ] :■ ■: ' , t ;

Several years ago. Gore mentions in the intro- 
■ duction,'while he vvas dashing from one presiden-. 

tial primary to the ne.xt, he. made such an impas-. 
sioned plea for combating the greenhouse effect; 
that one of his opponents accused hiin of running 
for “national scientist.” Havmg decided to sit out 
the current election and write this 'oook, in ettect 
he has taken that office by storm. , ' . ..
The revieuier is a Washvtgton tvriter and 
lawyer. '"
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ana necJcence.

Must of (hesO IB slorics (many of wKieh 
first appeared in The Neiv Yorker anil Grand 
Street) are monologues spoken orthougfU by 
prople newly arrived in places, jobs or r«la- 
tionships, people who are excavattftg, 
through memdiy and reneetton. pathways to 
comforting pasts or promising futures, fn 
■‘^ys tVho Do the Bop," a wcll meaning 
drifter, who'd like to be more fociised and 
faithful than he is, seeks "a feeling of order 
where there’s apparently none” in learning 
to type and in clinging apathetically to the 
remnants of a fragmented love affair, in ”St.v

Bruce Allen, a freelance writer, reviews 
books for The Chicago Sun-Times, USA To^ 
day and ThC Philadelphia Inquirer.

call me by a name if he sees me some­
where— If he called me by the name 
I’m culled now, I still wouldn't like it, 
9tid especially not from him, because
thenamc was my father's__ If 1 let
himjustonce call me something, J was 
thinking, then it would bcuplohim — 
he's a Imost seven — whether or not to 
call methat from then on. But then I 
thoughtshould I let him start calling 
me something right away or wait to see 
how things work out with his mother 
and me?

It might not seem easy to breathe 
any love into a name like Father. It's a 
stiff word — it’s not soft, like, say. Papa 
— but sometimes you have to breathe 
love into names you don’t choose.

Fnoj»t “Father Afuj/.”

. .........~ 1 .Vi.
. , . • • J.eii :>uys and “■tO " seem to me particularly 

pointless. Someliincs he contrives an ititrigii- 
ing premise but fails to develop it cihivinc- 
Ingly. In ’’Satellite Dish," an elderly woman 
allows a sheltering eJiti tree to be cut down to 
improve letevisloii reception. Her decision 
may be the culmination of a life marked by 
compromise and deference ("I always got 
along by going carefully”) but we aren’t told
enough about her to be sure of (his.

But at their best, these surgically precise 
slices of intelligent life are distinguished by 
virtuosic phrase making and fetchingly off­
beat specifics (such as this, noted by a perus­
er of Chinese newspapers; “Yesierday there 
was an article that was all Chinese charac­
ters except for ROY OR BISON, six times”). We 
know their appealhtgly troubled people well 
enough to wonder how their quietly chaotic 
live.s will turn out, tind we willingly imagine 
the rest. q

Saving Ourselves
EARTH IN THE BALANCE
Ecology and Ute flumati Spirit.
By At Core.
Illustrated. 407

"Wm Company.

By Gina Maranto

H^^RING his 15-year tenure In Con- 
■ n gress, Senator Al Gore, Democrat of 

Tennessee, has made an intensive 
study of environmentftl issues. The 

results, as displayed In "Earth in the Bal- 
ance." a comprehensive assessment of the 
forces of planetary destruction — including

dyerpnpitltition, ddforestatidn, sbil erosion 
and air and Water pollution — are 
hnpressive.

Senator Gore presents even familiar mate­
rials in fresh and compelling fashion, draw­
ing from the work of such diverse thinkers as 
the critiC'.Walter Benjamin, the ciimate his­
torian Hubert H. Lamb and the physicists 
Per Bale and Kan Chen.

Now that the cold war Is over, he argues, 
the central strategic threat is that presented 
by humans to the global environment. In this 
context, he rethinks the world’s industrial 
and financial arrangetnents and proposes a

Gina Maranlo writes about the envirun- 
mem for Discover magazine and other 
publications.

Tl

A'

(ilnhal Mai slutll Flan” for the cnvironitiejlt, 
Hi.s iccummendatlons are far-reaching 

and specific — for example, to redefine grbss 
national pNjduct to account for the ecolbgfcal 
costs of growth, or to design treiSpiahfihg 
programs to insure lhat seedlings are nursed 
through the first year of gixnvth.

The author exhibits little of the cliche 
myopia of his profession and is aware of the 
political obstacles posed by such an integrat­
ed approach.

He identifies the root of our current prob­
lems as spiritual. If civilization is to persist, 
he maintain.s, it must make the rescue of the’ 
environment its organizing principle.

His collengues on Capitol Hill, for starters 
should read this perspicacious, hcarteiiihg 
book and harken to its message. O

i/uim ir,i> ijccir closed.”
— iiibraty Journal
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A call to environmentalactioii
Sen. A1 Gore spawns significant, intelligent and brave book
By WILL MARTIN

A1 Gore's Earth in Che Balance 
Is a significant intelligent and 
brave book.

It represents the strongest and 
boldest call to action on the global 
environment to date by a national 
nniitit^i leader.

Ttals Is not a feel-good cam* 
palgn book designed to capture 
votes. It la a sweeping commit* 

menttothepro*
EARTHINTHE 
BALANCE: Ecelo* 
ay and the ItamianSpii

gresslve pro* 
grama and attl* 
tudes necessary

______ to solve our car*
ByPenetorAldere. rent global en* HpjgttenMHiih,, XofmenUl

mss. \Because we 
will have to swallow strong medi­
cine and change policies and per­
spectives to cure our ecological 
problems. envtronmBntal leader­
ship Is not necessarily popular, a 
reality Gore recognizes in hts in­
troduction. Thus, a great strength 
of this boidc lies In the courage 
shown by a politician who could 
easily coast on his accomplish­
ments but who chooses to take the 
long view.

Gore concentrates on strategic, 
or global, environmental Issues 
and demonstrates his comprehen­
sive understanding of the scientif­
ic aspects of the depressing array 
of these problems; global wann­
ing, ozone depletion, population 
expioston, species extinction, haz­
ardous waste proliferation, fresh­
water degradation, seed genetic 
erosion, resource depletion, de- 
torestatlonand desertification.

Gore adds a personal dimen­
sion to these crises: He has per­
sonally been there, whether In the 
Amezon rain forest, Antarctica, 
Bast Africa, the rapidly evaporat­
ing Aral Sea in Russia or the 
Nottb Pole, He has arranged Cpn* 
grettlonal hearings Into many of 
the issues and has developed 
close ties with experts In the field. 
And he has sponsored or cospon­
sored most of the federal legisla­
tion dealing with global environ­
mental problems.

The scope of the book Is 
staggering, as the author address­
es matters of philosophy, science, 
psychology, rell^on, history, ma- 
croecohomlca and politics. He 
navigates theories of thermody­
namics, relativity, feedback 
curves and ocean circulation, not 

ndpta of Carte-

dSfi' ei iaeUi^ tor aaslihli 
atlng complex data and commu-

Ih

k-4
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m
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Sen. AL GORE SimPinMiWStth

nlcatlng tt In lay terms, and the dlctlve behavior Is an unhealthy 
concepts he explores give the response to psychic pain the ad­

dict cannot face, In this case, 
Gore says the pain lies in the Km 
of our connection to the naturel 
world. He urges civilization to re­
connect with nature, renounce the

the United States and the oil coun­
tries transfer environmentally 
helpful technologies to the Third 
World to help Impoverished na­
tions achieve "a new pattern of 
sustainable economic progress." 
He also urges wealthy nations to

reader an outline of bis Intellectu­
al plnnlnas.

The subtiae Is Ecology and the 
Human Spirit, and the book 
reveals the contours of the au­
thor's spiritual and emotional 
sides In addition to hts Intellect 
Gore devotes significant space to
theories on the Interplay between When It comes to policy and "“YP****® stetK* QU( 
environmental problems and splr- collective political action, Gore *
itual, religious, philosophical and does not quail. Hls solution Is bold: because
psychoidglcal factors. He exam- "Make the rescue of the environ* 1^*^®** “*M>rt-term eco- 
InM hls own personal faith and raent the central orMnlztag prin- 2?i2|S develop.
phttoBophy,aaweUasomerworld dple for clvllliaUon," lust as res- ? moharn history have religions and philosophies, for cuing democracy and free mS^ been more radical than the abuse their respective relatlbnshlps to kcts from the thrStcS «® have dealt the environment 
ecologE^. communism served as tne central urges, have

He finds metaphora In the psy- organizing principle for Western ^ and will to look to the 
^ology of addictive behavior and::,policies during the past balf*«en- ^nd restore tha.Eaim to
dy^nc^qnal families. He writes, tury. Us proper balance? i . v t

to“SoZ“S:£d^nd adopt an ethic of stew- prtate technologies. ^
— Advocates of the status quo will

---------------------- is

KivKStta'iSSreS:.
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Gore Returns to the Politics of Pollution
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' understand. We 
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h encores until 2 
woman who can’t 
olish to dry.

■ Books: In 1988, the 
senator found that no one 
wanted to hear about the 
environment. Now, he’s 
saying voters-and the 
world—can’t wait.
By CONNIE KOENENN
TIMES STAFF WRITER

■triT Then Sen. A1 Gore Jr. de-
SA/ cided to run for the presi-
▼ ▼ dency in 1987, he by­

passed more conventional issues 
and picked the environment as his 
major platform plank,

"When I kicked off my campaign 
in Washington,” recalls the Ten­
nessee Democrat, ”1 said the envi­
ronmental crisis was the most im­
portant challenge facing our 
civilization.”

He swept the South’s "Super 
Tuesday” primaries, but as the 
crowded Democratic race wore on, 
Gore lost momentum. And despite 
his credentials as the leading con­
gressional voice on the environ­
ment, he found his global agenda 
going nowhere.

His speeches were ignored by 
the press—which dismissed thin­
ning ozone as too exotic to interest 
the electorate ("not even periph­
eral,” scoffed columnist George 
Will)—and were ridiculed by fel­
low Democrats who at one point 
said he sounded as if he were 
running for national scientist.

Doubting his own political judg­
ment and lacking the nerve to 
■’keep talking about the environ­
mental crisis,” Gore eventually 
downplayed his environmental fo­
cus. When he dropped out after 10 
months, he was criticized, in part, 
for not having developed a clear, 
compelling message—on the envi­
ronment, or most anything else.

Gore returned to Washington.
”I realized that what I had to say 

wouldn’t fit into an 8-second TV 
bite or even a 30-minute speech,” 
he says. So he’s written a book that 
he hopes will achieve what his 
candidacy didn’t; the galvanization 
of public and political awareness 
into large-scale environmental ac­
tion.

In "Earth in the Balance; Ecolo­
gy and the Human Spirit,” Gore 
blends an intellectual analysis of 
the environmental crisis and a 
prophetic call for spiritual reas­
sessment with a detailed political 
blueprint for global cleanup.

Already, this book has environ­
mentalists excited.

”I feel heartened for sure,” says 
Lester Brown, whose Worldwatch 
Institute .scientists have been issu­
ing State of the World crisis warn­
ings since 1984. "I have the feeling 
that just by the force of his person­
ality and the intensity of the effort, 
he’s going to focus public attention 
on the issues.”

It may be easier this time 
around, in the five years since

BERNIK BOSTON / Los Angdes Times
Gore’s new book analyzes the environment from various angles and 
lists strategic goals and a set of suggested policy changes.

Gore picked the environment as his 
platform, the subject is getting 
more respect. But candidates still 
prefer specific issues, such as recy­
cling, to the larger picture.

Global warming and species ex­
tinction are still too vague as 
campaign ammunition, says Los 
Angeles communications consult­
ant Josh Baran. “You can’t see it or 
touch it or feel it. The good political 
issues are the ones that are six 
inches away.” Furthermore, he 
says, high-tech media have re­
duced voter attention spans.

"Nevertheless, I think it’s a duty 
of poiiticians, especially on the 
federal level, to bring in these 
complex issues. We avoid them at 
our total peril."

Ironically, it’s the perilous issues 
that tend to get brushed aside. 
"The environment is sort of iike 
the federal deficit,” says Rick Sul­
livan, a Washington public affairs 
consultant. "Everyone knows it’s a 
bad deai, but it’s so horrible we 
can’t contemplate it.”

If politicians skirt the topic of 
ecological disaster, they don’t gel 
much help from the press, which 
tends to pounce on an Exxon Val­
dez disaster but often downplays 
the larger issues.

"So many of the stories are 
ambiguous or difficult to describe,” 
says Everette) Dennis, director of

the Freedom Forum Media Studies 
Center at Columbia University. ■

In his book. Gore describes the 
frustration during his campaign, of 
"banging away at the issue and 
finding that not a single word 
would be reported.”

Dennis acknowledges the prob­
lem. "This says that we are not 
very good in reporting on compli­
cated subjects. They are too com­
plex for sound bites and not consid­
ered dramatic by TV newspeople.”

Boston political analyst Ann 
Lewis says that, in the 1988 cajn- 
paign. Gore’s single-focus timjng 
was off. “When a brand-new can­
didate is trying to become well- 
known, there is an agenda : of 
presidential issues, and you have to 
take those into account," says 
Lewis, former political director for 
the Democratic National Commit­
tee. "Also, it’s a difficult issue 
because you have to differentiate 
yourself from the rest of the candi­
dates—nobody is [for] the green­
house effect—and he wasn’t spe­
cific enough.

"But 1 think what Gore has been 
trying to do is right-on,” she adds, 
"The economy is the pressing issue 
now, but I believe the American 
public is really concerned abbut 
the environment and realizes it’s 
not just a luxury for those who can 
afford to go hiking.”

□
When Gore’s book proposal 

reached John Sterling's office 
three years ago, Houghton Mifflin’s 
editor-in-chief sensed the liming 
was right, “We’ve seen a tide of 
environmental books in the last 
few years,” says Sterling, "but Sen. 
Gore’s is different for many rea­
sons.”

It’s a comprehensive look at the 
global problem, he says, analyzing 
the environment from the view­
point of politics, history, econom­
ics, human psychology, technology 
and religion.

Also, he says. Gore, a onetime 
newspaper reporter, wrote it him­
self, which is unusual; politicians 
usually rely on collaborators.

“But what’s really different is 
this,” says Sterling; "It’s an envi­
ronmental warning written by 
someone who’s in a position to do

Please see GORE,,E9
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n department at

e to Speak 
grams
on, an aide to 
vill address the 
Teachers Tues- 
'hal the Mayor’s 
For You.” The 
sld at 10 a.m. in 
mer Park, 7377 
d„ West Holly-

Honor
epreneurs
agazine and the 
Female Execu- 

forces to create 
Business Contest 
I honor female 
iesigner Donna

Karan will bo a judge. Contest 
entry forms are available in the 
February issue of New Woman,

Southland High 
School Reunions

The Glendale High School Class 
of 1942 is updating its mailing list 
for a 50lh reunion in October. 
Contact Evelyn Hemphill Glenn, 
4928 Tilos Way, Oceanside, Calif.

9205G; (019) 630-9414.
Hollywood High School gradu­

ates of winter ’41 and spring ’42 
will hold a 50lh reunion at the 
Hollywood Roosevelt Hotel April 
25. For details, call (213) 054-0959, 
(213) 931-6954 or (213) 067-0431.

Whittier High School class of 
1972 will hold its 20th reunion on 
July 18, at the Embassy Suites 
Hotel in Brea. For more informa­
tion, call (714) 757-9175.
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' Fannie Flagg joined forces at the USC Libraries 
Scripter Award dinner for "Fried Green Tomatoes."
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LEE SALEM/For The Timed
e Marta, left, and hosts Lynn and Doug 
ger's appearance as conductor of the L.A. 
dinner at the Brengels’ San Marino home.

Bleck- 
by an- 
gift of

blow- 
s was 
s and 
laying 
ibrero 
party,

front 
lurant 
' dame 
prised 
k.Shc 
ng to 
:ry, in 
Diane 
picked

her up. The shrieks of "Happy 
Birthday” were so warming that 
the honoree broke into tears and 
asked for a fast martini.

Alice Avery’s son Tony Moiso 
and his wife, Melinda, of Laguna 
Beach stood with three daugh­
ters—Cristy and Anne Marie, and 
Trina Shattuck and her husband. 
Mack. Avery’s son Jerome Moiso 
and his wife, Mary, came from 
Carmel.

Avery’s brother, Democratic 
kingpin Richard O’Neill, and his 
wife, Donna, were there. So were 
best pals Josie Wayne; Jackie and 
Jay McMahon; Elizabeth Wcsler- 
by; Joan Graham; Dr. Burton Smith 
(former physician to Presidents 
Reagan and Bush) and his wife. 
Kit, and former Ambassador to the 
Vatican William and Betty Wilson.

GORE

CIRCLE RED: Dodger pitcher 
Orel Hershiser hosts the L.A. 
Dodgers G5 Roses Club dinner to 
benefit Cystic Fibrosis Saturday at 
the Sheraton Universal. Dodger 
center fielder Brett Butler has 
signed on as sports auction chair.

PAST PERFECT; Doug and 
Lynn Brengel hosted a post-con- 
cert dinner in their San Marino 
home to honor Pldcido Domingo 
after his recent appearance as 
conductor of the Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra at the Ambas­
sador Auditorium in Pasadena and 
his acceptance later of the Ambas­
sador Award for Excellence from 
Ambassador Foundation chairman 
Joseph ’Tkach. ...

Jeanne Roderick, general man­
ager of Escada boutique in Beverly 
Hills, surrounded herself with 2(X) 
members of Friends of Robinson 
Gardens to announce that Escada 
will sponsor the Children’s Garden 
at Virginia Robinson Gardens. It’s 
designed to teach Beverly Hills and 
Los Angeles third-graders ecology 
and conservation. ...

Some 60 guests joined UCLA 
Executive Vice Chancellor Andrea 
L. Rich at the Venice home of Roy 
and Carol Doumani. ’The occasion 
honored Robert Blocker, new dean 
of the UCLA School of the Arts

From $1 tips for autographs, $2 
tips for photographs and lota of VIP 
sponsorships. Children’s Bureau of 
Los Angeles is predicting a 
$210,000 net for child-abuse pre­
vention. Sunday, Los Angeles 
Kings Wayne Gretsky and Dave 
Taylor did the signing and posing 
for 1,500 fans and 500 at a VIP 
reception at Tip - A - King '92.

Continued from E7
something about the problem.

“Voters in this country are much 
more concerned about the envi­
ronment than politicians seem to 
be," Sterling says. "People seem 
really scared about where we are 
going, and they hunger for political 
leaders to take on the subject. It’s 
certainly puzzling why politicians 
seem to be so out of sync with the 
culture."

Gore agrees. “1 think rising 
within our culture is a profound 
uneasiness with the logical conse­
quences of what we have been 
doing," he says during a telephone 
interview from Washington.

Quoting a line from the rock 
group Dire Straits, "Denial ain’t 
just a river in Egypt." he elaborat­
ed; "Just as an alcoholic denies the 
existence of his problem, and sees a 
series of auto accidents as an 
unrelated set of unfortunate coin­
cidences, so we see the ozone hole. 
Alaskan oil spill and garbage crisis 
as isolated, unconnected events.”

He thinks such denial is largely 
generational. "1 can go into any 
elementary school in the country 
and talk to young people who 
recognize that we live in a global 
world." Only when adults recog­
nize the enormity of the problem 
can there be an effective response, 
says the senator, who describes his 
book as a "declaration of an all-out 
commitment” to such an effort.

He recognizes that his book’s 
Global Marshall Plan, loaded with 
new programs and major policy 
changes, looks formidable, but in­
sists he will fight hard for its 
enactment. Each of its five strate­
gic goals—such as stabilizing world 
population and ramrodding devel­
opment of alternative technolo­
gies—is supported by a detailed set 
of enabling policy changes.

"People look at this plan and 
think it is impossible—it can’t be 
done. But what if I had suggested 
two years ago that the Soviet 
Union would disappear, that Rus­
sians would embrace capitalism 
and people would gather in the 
Budapest city square and sing ’We 
Shall Overcome’?

"What happened is that people 
realized that communism was stu­
pid, looked around and found oth­
ers agreed, and they reached a 
critical mass. That’s the change 1 
expect to occur in respect to the 
environment. And when that hap­
pens, the political system will fall 
all over itself to respond."

Should that occur. Gore, 43, will 
be there to lead. He chairs the 
Senate’s environmental and ener­
gy study conference and has writ­
ten pioneer legislation including 
the 1989 World Environmental 
Policy Act.

Environmentalism and political 
activism seem natural paths for 
Gore, whose father, Albert Sr., was 
a Tennessee senator from 1953 to 
1971. Albert Jr. first learned of the 
Earth’s fragility as a child on his 
family’s Carthage. Tenn., farm. His 
mother’s admiration for Rachel 
Carson’s classic “The Silent 
Spring" also made a special im­
pression.

At Harvard in the 1960s, he was 
influenced by professor Roger Rc- 
velle. who first monitored rising 
amounts of carbon dioxide in the 
atmosphere and warned of global 
warming.

Gore’s book, in part, is a personal 
journey undertaken when he had 
just turned 40, had lost the presi­
dential nomination and had seen 
his 6-year-old son fight back from 
a near-fatal automobile accident, 
giving the father of four, he says, 
"a new sense of urgency about the

‘Our founders talked 
openly about posterity, 
but in politics today, if 
you stand on a podium 
and express concern 

about what’s going to 
happen in 200 years, it 

doesn’t strike many 
sparks.’

SEN. AL GORE JR.

things I value most."
This eontributes to the underly­

ing spiritual theme of “Earth in the 
Balance.” which emphasizes that 
the real crisis is the lost connection 
to the natural world, Gore says.

"1 think that we have mistakenly 
bought into the assumption that we 
are isolated individuals, seduced to 
think that our principal goal is to 
control the world around us,”

What has been lost in the pro­
cess, he believes, is the responsi­
bility to future generations.

“Our founders talked openly j 
about posterity,” he says, "but in | 
politics today, if you stand on a i 
podium and express concern about 1 
what’s going to happen in 200 | 
years, ft doesn’t strike many ■ 
sparks.”

In retrospect, he says, it was a 
mistake to abandon the environ­
mental issues in his presidential 
campaign and succumb to the 
"temptation of talking on things 
that would get some air time.”

If he runs again—and he says he 
would like the opportunity—he 
won’t lose his nerve.

"The integrity of the environ­
ment,” he says, ”is not just another 
issue to be used in political games 
tor popularity, votes or attention.”
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GB Ecology: The Democrats 
point to the best-seller as a 
clear, courageous plan. The 
GOP characterizes it as the 
work of an extremist.

Bv OAVELESHER
liMliS il.M-F WRIIF.R

One of the main reasons Al Gore said 
he decided to run for President in 1988 
was to make people aware that the global 
environment is dangerously close to 
disaster.

Like his campaign, the message failed 
to connect with voters. But if anything. 
Gore said he became even more 
convinced after the election that his 
environmental fears were well founded 
and that the issue should become a 
mission for his life.

Earlier this year, Gore wrote a book 
called "Earth in the Balance—Ecology 
and the Human Spirit” as another 
attempt to alert America to what he calls 
its destructive habits. He contends that 

. the problems stem from a crisis in the 
relationship between humans and their 
environment.

^ ^"^he more deeply 1 search for the 
A roots of the global environmental 

crisis, the more 1 am convinced that it is 
an outer manifestation of an inner crisis 
that is, (or lack of a better word, 
spiritual,” Gore wrote, ". . . We have 
assumed that our lives need have no real 
connection to the natural world, that our 
minds are separate from our bodies, and 
that as disembodied inlcilects w'C can 
manipulate the world in any way we 
choose.”

As Gore returns to the presidential 
campaign as Bill Clinton's running mate. 
"Earth in the Balance” provides a 
blueprint of one of the sharpest contrasts 
between the two White House tickets.

Gore's supporters say the book will be 
embraced as courageous and vi.sionary 
because it contains the kind of 
crystal-clear statements .so rare from 
politicians.

But Republicans arc convinced that 
the liook's hold language will help them 
define some of their fundamental 
differencc.s wdth the Democratic 
ticket-and that voters will side with the 
GOP. The Administration hopes to cast 
Gore and Clinton as "environmental 
cxtr..:niis!3" and use .sections from the 
book to back up their characterization.

Ultimately, the GOP hopes to undermine 
the Democratic ticket’s moderate image.

In that context. Vice President Dan 
Quayle recently traveled to Michigan, 
the heartland of America's automotive 
industry, to highlight Gore's proposal to 
eliminate the internal combustion engine 
within 25 years.

"America has the world's best 
environmental record, but that doesn't 
matter to Gore and other hard - core 
environmentalists,” Quayle said.

ore responded in a television 
vJ appearance Sunday by charging that 
jobs in the auto industry are already- 
being lost to the economic problems of 
the Republican Administration.

About eliminating the internal 
combustion engine, Gore said; "I used 
that as an example of the scale of changes 
we ought to contemplate over the next 
quarter-century. . . . I'm sure there 
were some in the aircraft industry who 
said: 'Get rid of the propeller? Tho.se jet 
engines will never fly.' ”

The GOP strategy has been 
complicated by William K. Reilly, the 
man Bush appointed to run the 
Environmental Protection Agency. "I 
don't think he (Corel is an environmental 
extremist,” Reilly said after other 
members of the Administration had made 
the charge, adding that he has "a lot of 
respect” for Gore's book.

Another assignment for Bush 
strategists is to dispel the impres.sion that 
Clinton and Gore are the best ticket for 
change. As a result. Republicans have 
tried to portray Gore's world view as one 
in which American society and individual 
freedoms are the sources of the Earth's 
destruction.

As evidence, Republican attacks have 
focu.sed on a section of "Earth in the 
Balance” in which Gore compares 
American society to the life of a drug 
addict and to the distorted behavior of a 
dysfunctional family.

ore wrote that society's lack of a 
vJ relationship with the natural world 
has left a void that it has filled, like a 
drug addict, v/ith an insatiable and 
destructive urge to consume 
environmental resources. At the same 
time, he .said, society has developed a 
false world—evidenced by plastic 
flowers, air conditioning and frozen 
food—“to replace the ex-perience of 
communion with the world that has been 
taken from us.”

Gore referred to Nazi Germany as 
another example of a dysfunctional 
society, providing fodder for the sharpest
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Sen. Al Gore says that he might have been more "reluctant" to write "Earth in 
the Balance" had he known that he would be running for the vice presidency.

GOP attacks.
"When the I'lcc pr..";si'.leiiiial candidate 

of a major party thmk.s that every lime 
you walk through the frozen-food section 
of a grocery store lhai it's like 
Geslapoism in Nazi Gcrin.iny, thal is 
absolutely weird,” Rep. Newt Gingrich

(li-Ga.) said in a roccnl speech.
Quayle al.so rcfcrrctl to I he book, 

saying: "Theirs i.- a sad and .strange 
outlook on Ihc world.'

In an interview with The Tunes, (lore 
said that lie i.s happy the twok makes a 
strong case for increasing .riivironnienial

diligence and that he is comfortable in 
defending it. But he added thal lie's not 
sure he would have wriuen the Ijook if he 
had known he would be running for '.’ice 
president.

”1 might have felt a little more 
reluctant to tlo that if 1 felt |thc- book] 
was going to be in a national campaign.'' 
Gore said a'noard hi.s campaign plane 
recently. "I might well have been more 
vulnerable to timidity in some of the 
frank self-description in the book and 
some of ihe efforts to really bare my 
soul"

"Earth in the Balance” wa.s on the 
national best-seller list before Gore wa.s 
nominated, and sales have picked up.

Here are .some ui the main topics: 
GLOBAL V/Af?r/ilNG; In a chapter called 

''Climate and rivilir.ation a Brief 
History.” Gore c.inionds that .some of the 
world's most irauniaiic limes iiave liecn 
caused, or at least influenced, by 
environmental changc.s.

He traces examples back thousands of 
years, from a lemperauii e .shift .shortly 
before the disappearance of the Minoan 
culture from Hoiner's epics in 1200 B.C. 
to the 1930s migration of Oklaiioin.a 
migrant workers from ifie 
Depression-era Dust liowl. The mt .ssage 
is that a slight shift in llic environment 
can have profound effects on civilization.

"All of those changes look place during 
lemperaiurc vanation.s of 1 to 2 de.grces 
centigrade,” Gore wrote. '5 OL lodaj . al 
the (do.se of the 20th Century, we are in 
the process of allering glolial 
tcin|)Crauii-os hy up to three or four limes 
thal amount. '

Gore predicts that gloixii warming 
could cause .sca.s to ri.s-.a. forcing the 
dislocation of 10 niildon pcO|)lc from 
Bangladesh in the iicxl few decadr:s and. 
possibly. f:0% of the population of 
Florida.

1-fe .siiggesls a variety of solutions to 
reduce the production of .so-called 
greeiihoii.se gasc.s. which traji solar 
radiation ami warm ihc pltincl. On an 
inlcrnalional level. lie said. Mealies 
should limit prodiiclioii of poliutanis, and 
developed couiilrics mighi retire s.ome 
Third World dcljl in retum for more 
cnvironmcntall.v lienign praclices 

POPULATION BOOM: Tlie r;i|.id 
depletion of food sources and dost ruction 
of such natural rosoiirtes as the rain 
forests arc largely caused liy a booming 
population. Core says. .As a result, a 
primary focus for ecologisis should he to 
slow poiiuiation .growth.

rlea.se see BOOK, A8

p-<
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BOOK: Gore Sees a Crisis
Continued from A5

“From the beginning of humani­
ty’s appearance on Earth to 1945, it 
took more than 10,000 generations 
to reach a world population of 2 
billion people,” Gore wrote. “Now, 
in the course of one human life­
time—mine—the world population 
will increa.se from 2 ['billion] to 
more than 9 billion—and it is 
already more than halfv/ay there.”

Gore calls for an extensive pro­
gram to stabilize global population 
that involves adequate nutrition, 
health care, an increase in literacy 
and education rates and lower 
infant mortality.

OZONE DEPLETION: One of the
most dangerous global threats. 
Gore says, is the depletion of ozone 
in the atmosphere and the result­
ing increase in ultraviolet radiation 
reaching the Earth. The problem 
has been caused. Gore says, largely 
by the release of chlorofluorocar- 
bons during the last 60 years. CFCs 
come from such things as air 
conditioners, refrigerators and 
propellants for aerosol cans—al­
though in recent years they have 
been replaced in aerosol cans with 
po.ssibly more benign ingredients.

The radiation inhibits the ability 
of plants to photosynthesize—that 
is, to convert sunlight to fuel—the 
book .says. It has also increased the 
incidence of skin cancer and cata­
racts and threatens humans’ im­
munity systems.

- In the Australian state of 
Queensland, Gore said, three- 
quarters of residents over age 65 
have skin cancer, and children are 
required by law to wear hats and 
scarves for protection from the 
sun.

“What does it mean to redefine 
one’s relationship to the sky?” he 
wrote. “What will it do to our 
children’s outlook on life if we 
have to teach them to be afraid to 
look up?”

Gore suggests that the United 
States accelerate its schedule for 
phasing out the use of CFCs.

GOVERNMENT: Gore sees an ac­
tive role for government in chang­
ing American behavior to become

more environmentally benign. He 
argues that changes can be made 
with minimal impact on lifestyles.

If cities charged for garbage 
pickup by the pound, for example. 
Gore suggests that residents would 
have greater incentive to recycle, 
reduce waste and avoid bulky 
paci^aging. He also proposc,s a gov­
ernment standard for “green la­
bels” to steer consumers toward 
products with the least environ­
mental impact.

Gore proposes a variety of tax 
mechanisms to influence behavior. 
He proposes two taxes—one on 
petroleum or coal fuels and another 
on “virgin materials” —such as 
trees used to make paper. The 
taxes could be offset by reductions 
in other taxes that would encour­
age more environmentally sensi­
tive practices.

SITUATION IS GRAVE: Gore ac­
knowledges that conclusive scien­
tific evidence has not confirmed all 
the dire scenarios he predicts. Re­
searchers are uncertain, for exam­
ple, precisely what will happen if 
the carbon dioxide level in the 
atmosphere doubles in the next few 
decades.

But he chastises those who sug­
gest that further evidence is need­
ed before taking drastic steps to 
significantly reduce the production 
of greenhouse gases.

“The insistence on complete cer­
tainty about the full details of 
global warming—the most serious 
threat that we have ever faced—is 
actually an effort to avoid facing 
the awful, uncomfortable truth: 
that we must act boldly, decisively, 
comprehensively and quickly, 
even before we know every last 
detail about the crisis,” he wrote.

The most significant change 
needed. Gore said, is in public 
attitudes, “for most people do not 
yet accept the fact that this crisis is 
extremely grave.” He compares 
the magnitude of the necessary 
shift in perception to the dawn of 
the nuclear age, when warfare was 
changed forever by the realization 
that humans were capable of de­
stroying the planet.

^Come in for a bargain, walk away with a treasure^

One of the most important sales this year.
1. A coliection of ivory carvings.
2. Ovor 50 Antique Chinese Porcelain
S.FIoor to Coiling—full of Oriental Furniture, odds and ends pieces, damaged 

pieces. Overstocked pieces.
DATE: WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 2, 1992
HOURS: 11:00 A.M. •2:00 P.M.
LOCATION: CAP BARBELL, INC. (310) 633-0715

3398 E. 70TK STREET, LONG BEACH, CA 90805
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FOREWORD

A gre
and throug
was first
thankfullv

at many changes have taken place in the United states 

hout the world during the twelve months since this book 

published in hard-cover at the beginning of 1992, but 

, none has required any modification of the text for 

this new eldition. And although the book has occasionally been 

attacked (chiefly by political opponents of the sweeping changes 

it recommends), no challenge to the accuracy of its 

tie fairness of its analysis has been sustained, 

ite to the contrary, I have been gratified by the 

outpouring of support it has received, both from the 

community and from the general reading public. Of 
course, the highly personal nature of the book and its spiritual 

point of view have caused some readers to disagree with my view 

of the relationship between humankind and the earth. But that is 

neither surprising nor unwelcome.
y event, the purpose of this new foreword for the 

edition is not to qualify the original text (which 

h the Introduction on page ), but rather to add a

In policy 

facte or t 

Indeed, qu 

incredible 

scientific

In an 

paperback 

begins wit 

brief discussion of several events that liave occurred since the 

book was written, events which I believe have special relevance 

to ideas contained in the text.
To begin with, in June of last year, the leaders of almost 

every nation on earth gathered in Rio de Janeiro for the United
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zon Envlronnont D.vaaop».„.,
o "Enreh su«„it» thlE “PUlorly

for proauoin, weak and watered '■^itlolned by «,ny
onnei^ .9r.e.ent. with tew
««»ltnent. to change the behavier o, „,Uona a
• -H hdbibi.bratid„.. oy„ie., daterni::::;;"' ^ 

««reeinent oontalninq a real nem )►
.............. -..v.rth.1... parked a hlet ^
lon» struggle to increase If ° ‘“wing point in the

t». lobal environn.nt.1 crisis, knd it e«,otivsly 

>.ld a long way down the road toward a better 

un^6rfitandin(f of how and why future economic pirograee is 

inextricably linked to sound policies promoting protection of the 

environment and wise stewardship of our natural resouroes.
there is little doubt that a powerful learning 

30k place in Rio as leaders from all parts of the 

a common realization that the particular concerns 

them to attend the Earth Summit in the first place 

were actually just different outward manlfeatetione of the same 

underlying global crisis. The burning and clearcutting of the 

tropical riiiiiroi.-cot.w9, tKo «K<'»'«»nd-fold increase in the rate a
species become extinct, the poisoning of our air and 

warming and stratospheric ozone depletion — all

these trage< ies and more were suddenly recognized as different 

pieces of the same puzzlo, or toput it another way, different 

conseguencoa of the collision between our worldwide civilization

and the eco 

This c

ogical system of the earth.
>lUsion is occurring principally because of three



SEP 16 '92 10:37ftM HOUGHTON MIFFLIN CO P.4

large cha v 

first, th 

Chinan 

technnlogi 
nature and
tha world
of Dftft

•nvlranraon 

have yield.

roaponailvl 1

actions.
But th

Ri.mmlr X4ii,a

throughout 
global ecolo 

signed at r 

widespread 

now underway 

Moreover, mo 

conference 

worldwide me 

global treat 

and healing 

fragile ecolc 

In additi 
delegates,
less formal

■5.S in th. „.th„ o£ <,ur r.l.tio„.hlp to th. ..rth:
Popul.tlon .KplMlon i. now .ddln, the «r.lv.lont ot

to ..WHO, tne seientittc amj
Ml t.voiutlon he. inoi-,«,.a our power to ..nlpul.t.
he. v.Kl .y .iijlty t.u Lev. ,n t„p.„ on

M*, Uiircj, ror r€h/»,s..i,,« oieoussoa in p«vrt ii
..ur w.y Of thinking ofaouu uur relationship to the

ch.„,.u <oor unfortun.t.ly, ..

to th. Inteno. »od«n pr.8.ure. to deny 

Ity to., tn. oon...,uene.s ot our pr««,nt

•re are many reason, for tr.,k hop.,
•no u.o.„e,o« ouo Important snirt. m policies 

:he world deelgned to step th. destruction ot the 

WlMl systen. Even though the tore.1 doounent.

O were short on aubetance, the Su™it spawned a 

recognition el « powerful change in thinking which Is 

.0 both the industrial and the cew,lopl„g countries, 
at participants and observers agre.d that this 

'>uld b. only the tlrst in . continuing s.rls. ot 

jtlngs to discuss and in,pi.„e„t a new generation of 

es alnsd at promoting sustainable econonic progress 

*- relationship between hunan civilisation and me 

glcal system of the earth.
on to the formal meetings of the offioui 

! sarth summit also featured a remarkable variety of 
.portunltles for dialogue among people from every
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nation on aarth* Indeed, the great riohe# of human creativity 

were on full display in Rioj a giant ‘"rree of Life*' was 

decorated with the heartfelt meeeagee from children around the 

world, written in crayon on paper leaves; repreeentativea of 
indigenous peoples like the Kayapao, Vanomami, Inuit and Penan 

presented eongs. dances and impassioned speeches in defense of 

the endancered remnants of wildness within which their ancient 
cultures i re struggling to survive; scientists displayed 

sophisticated and startlingly beautiful computer images of every 

square inch of the earth as seen from space — along with 

voluminorni data describing the damage now taking place on a daily 

basis; artists crafted spectacular sculptures, paintings, music, 
graphics ind films covering almost every aspect of the eleven day 

agenda. And they all seemed more alike than different: the 

indigenou: person and the artist, the scientist and the child, 

cne tourl ir and Ui« Ml oce»cd tso oh«ro doopow

understaniing -- a recognition that we are all part of something 

much larger than ourselves, a family related only distantly by

blood, bu

That

important

produced 

our minds 

way natlc

t intimately by commitment to each other's common future
and to tha global environment of which we are all a part.

recognition may have been the Earth Summit's most 
achievement. In much the same way that the first

photographs taken of the earth floating above the moon's horiaon
a prorouno onange In 'Che ijii. t nvi»d this planet in

the Earth Summit has begun to produce a change in the 

ns throughout the world picture their relationship and
responsitility to each other. And of course it also helped
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But i 
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moment in 

eagerly e 
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Although 

negotiator |a 
Adninistra 
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This 

negotiatln<r 

£drth Summ
esvfcvy t'lt.Uof

willlngnes! 

carbon diov 

threatened 

the adoptic 

though its 

oowmonly de 

lavela by

measures.
Japan 

willing to
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dramatic increase in the awareness of the global 

tal criaia on the part of people throughout the world, 
f the Earth Summit was a success for the world as a 

was a serious setback for our nation. At a crucial 
history, when the rest of the world wao reguestlng and 

acting American leadership — not to mention vision — 

found itself embarrassed and Isolated at Rio, 
were ably represented by a fine delegation of 
(headed by Environmental Protection Agency 

or William Reilly), the Bush Administration insisted 

^legation argue in favor of so many nonsensical 
:hat a deadlock was virtually guaranteed, 

process had actually begun during the preparatory 

sessions throughout the two years preceedlnq the 

t itself. For example, long oefore the summit, almost
Industrial nation in the world had etatud ite

to set binding targets for reducing and stabilizing
ide (002) emieeions. But tha Buah adainictration 

to torpedo che entire Earnn Summit in order to prevent 
n of targets and timetables for C02 reduociona -- even 

own studlea showed that w« could easily meet the most 
hatad goal (atabilization of CC2 oaiooions at IS&o

lie yeai. 2000) with purely voluntary, non-oinaing

?<ign«lled early in the prooeae that although it was 

idopt targets and timetables, it would eventually
u.a. tiWMU «nla iaau*i ay ouiiUauak., several
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Europ*;in lations — Ud toy Geiiuany attempted to rressura and 

persuade -:he United Statee to change its view. Although in the 

end the threat of a U.s. decision to pull out of the Earth Summit 
forced ev<,ry other industrial nation to acguiesce to the Bush 

poaltion ■ - 

declaraticn 

C02 emissio
reaffirming their commitment to reducing their own 

ns to 1990 levels.
Tragically, aa a direct conaeguence of the U.S. insistence 

on having no binding agreement to reduce coa emieelons in 

countries, the developing nations of the worldindustrial
abandoned -.hair- willin^nooa to ne</otiaLe an inr.ernational treaty

to protect 

lying with 

were anger* 

tiupicai t( 

they had ic 

emioolons c 

Of forests

resources a 

countries *

action to p

nori So,

roost of these nther oeunntfiea did u aeparate

«nflflnoi:>re« rainforoate and yther rr«gi le ococyotama

,n their national territories. Prom the beginning they 

«d by the Bush administration's insistence that only 

•rests were in need of protection. And In addition, 

entirien an implicit link between the reduction of C02 

n the part of industrial countries and the protection 

in tropical eounttles* In their view, rainforest 

re the lifeblood of the economy in many developing 

just as carbon dioxide from the burning of fossil 
fuels is thi exhaling breath of the industrial economies. They 

were not (and still ARE not) happy at the prospect of world

reserve tropical forests so that they might inhale and

(r

S^siuester Ue growing emissions of carbon from the industrial

when the U.S. forced the industrial world to abandon 

any commitrosmt to stabilize C02 emissions, we simultaneously 

destroyed ary chances for an agreement to protect the

r
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developments had poisoned the atmosphere at Rio before 

ence ever began, but there was at least some remaining 

separate agreement on protecting "biodiversity” 

easures to slow down the extraordinary increase in the

rate of otinction around the world. Here too. the intransigence

li at the preparatory seseions --

sequence
policies.

the only 

treaties 

Our

that Reilly had tried hard to avoid. We thus became virtually
lation in the world to refuse to sign one of the major 

it the Earth Summit.
isolation at Rio was especially unfortunate because the

1

of the Bu:.
(especially the last one, in Nairobi, less than a month before 

the Earth Summit) had poisonea i:ne atmosphere. But as *o«n ae 

William R<illy arrived in Rio a few days prior to the Earth. 
Summit's <pening ceremonies, he Identified a way to resolve the 

remaining problems with the Biodiversity Treaty and save the U.S. 
(and Pres dent Bush) from embarrassment. After clearing his 

proposed «ioiution with the State Department, the Commerce 

Department and the rest of the negotiating team, he sent a 

confident ,al cable to the White House requesting permission to 

proceed w ,th the last-minute negotiations necessary to finalize 

the treat'. But then, just as the Earth Summit began, the Bush 

White House not only denied Reilly permission to proceed, it 

humiliated him by leaking his memo to the press along with 

statements by unnamed sources ridiculing his efforts. The entire 

>f events created a firestorm of criticism of H.S. 
and of President Bush, and guaranteed the embarrassment
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Earth Sunuiit reprasanted th« first masting of ths sntirs global 
community and marked the emergence of what I refer to in Part 
Three of t.his book as the new “central organizing principle" of 
the Post c:old War World -- namely# the task of protecting ths 

Earth's ervironiuent while fostering economic progress. In the

of communism's collapse, the United Sthies is obviouslyaftermath

the United

Bush Admin 

sure encug^ 

question h« 

world commxj 
conversatio

in the pr«eminent position to lead the world community, The 

large ideas we have championed -- political and economic freedom 

are ascendant throughout the world; we have earned the moral 
authority necessary to lead the world; our economy is still 

twice as large as that of our closest competitor, Japan; and we 

are the sole remaining superpower.

Consejuently, the rest of the world quite naturally expects 

States to offer leadership -- especially in confusing 

times of t‘ansition like these. So the disappointment at Rio was 

keen when ;he U.S. not only failed to lead but actively fought 

against neoded progress on the environment. The mood, however, 

was one of astonishment and sorrow more than of anger •- at least 

in part be(;ause of a widespread recognition that the views of the

stration were not those of the American people. And 

, every public opinion poll that has asked the 

s found that Americans want our nation to lead the 

:nity on this issue mpre than on any other. Tn 

:ns throughout the United States. T 

confirmation that our people are determined to see that out 
hatlort does offer leadership on the environment — with vision, 

ooufago and « r«ai cvmmiLiiient to Che futute -- bscause they are

e
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convinced it is the right thing to do.
Awer; cans also expect U.S. leadership on the environment tor 

a second reason.* they are convinced that it is lu our economic
By overwhelming majorities, the American penpla reject 

the argument preferred during the Bush Administration that we 

must chooE 

instead th
revolutlor

« "e between jobs and the environment. They believe 

at we can prosper by Uading the environmental 
and producing for the world marketplace the new

environmen

millions o

superior p 

have been

products and technologies that foster economic progress without
tal destruction.

1 thiik they're right/ and many believe that we can create 

f new jobs by leading the environmental revolution and
speeding uj our efforts to manufacture and sell environmentally

roUuuta and technologies. In foot, Japan and Germany 

openly proclaiming that these new and more efficient
products that mintmiie envirnnmAntsI damage now represent the
biggest ne^r 

image from 

my point: 

exhibition
L'aujLO. me 

- maae up c 

pipe connec

by business 

all working 

Vear Plan”
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Brazil last summer provides the best illustration of 
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inportant to renenber an ominous precedent for the 

challenge we are now taoing trom Japan (and turope) in 

: for environmentally efficient products and 

es. What businessman now refer to as the *<0uality 

” also began in Japan -- in the late 1&60S -■* at a tine 

leader® of u.s. industry assumed that prevailing market 
already eftablished the proper level of product 

rid that no significant improvement in quality could be 

without a loss of productivity, profits and jobs, 
result, prominent U.S. experts on improving quality and 

ty like the legendary Dr. W. Edwards Doming — found 

Alt to gain an audience here at home, and took their 

::o Japan instead. The rest is history: Japanese
proved that the prevailing American assumptions about 

lallty were simply wrong. By redesigning the entire 

process with greater attention to detail, and with 

monitoring of efficiency and performance trends, they 

to achieve dramatically higher levels of quality, 

ty and profitability — all at the same timel And 

fully realized the implications of their 

ment, we were already losing our leadership position in 

critical industries, such as televisions, 
tors and steel — industries now largely dominated 

by Japanese firms.
business experts claim that Japanese industry la now 

replicate their stunning coup in the quality revolution
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With a similar aeries of breakthroughs in the environmental 
revolution. For example, Stephan Schmidheiny, the billionaire 

Swiss industrialist who led the Business Council at the Earth 

summit, argues that several of the same U.s. businesses that were 

wrong about quality improvements are now making the same mistake 

again by assuming that environmental improvements cannot be 

economically justified! that we have to choose, in other words, 
between jobs and the environment.

Japanese businesses, by contrast, are again searchingMany
for wiiys to redeoijn th. entire produetion pcoeees, this time
with an e 

along the 

of pollut
inettieleuciee that l«d to the Inltlel production of poUutlon,
they have
4 w A. I a*

TO US

into the \s 
tracks — 

similarly 

eliminate 

operations

eliminate

/e to eliminating unnecessary pollution at every step 

way. What they are finding is that waste in the form 

on is also economic waste. By eliminating the

discovered that Jt iA nftpn poAsibic to oimuleoncouAiy 

e an analogy: if you are hunting a bear and you go
»oods and don't see the bear, you look for the bear's 

or you use a dog trained to follow the bear's scent.
if you are an industrialist looking for waya Uo 

inefficiency and you don't see inefficiency in the 

Of your factory, you can try to follow its scent or 

you can losk for its tracks. And here is where the need for 

efficiency and environmental protection intersect! it turns out 
that pollu'ilor iB Often th. best o.rX.r by which to id.ntify and 

. nstftci.noy. Korth.rn T.leoom, for exampl., a
eoMiunloat; ona manufacturer with a lar,,, factory m Na.hvm.,
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1.
there is another aspect of this business phenomenon that 

important than the increased profits which so often 

the increased efficiencyi the effort to creatively
6 px'ocIraniwiLii a froguanely

ft iifeiiM istai't** ot eetnmon pvurpooo within th«» nr^tnpany •“ and a 

among the omployeee and managers aHke that suddenly 

rk has new dignity and their lives have new meaning, 

they are pursuing not only profits and paychecks (as 

as they are in and of themselves) but they are now 

in pursuit of a larger goal aa well. During visits tn 

m|panies, I have seen with my own eyes the mixture of pride 

se in the faces of men and women who have been 

ed by their employers to help complete a mission clearly 

their best labors. 
rtw fort the very same sense of common purpose at the 

iwnit. It invigorated those present wiui '« unwiiuwity or 

The Croative search for more effective ways to 

e protection of the global environment with the
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iifiper^tivea of economlo pro^fdss provided the participants from 

•very na1;lon with a challenge that most understood to be worthy 

of their best labors. What so disappointed them about President 
Bush's p<irformanc* in Rio was his failure to understand that 

moral challenge and his deafness to the world's heartfelt cry for 

leadersh .p from the United States in its effort to organize a 

worthy aid effective response,
Thai challenge still lies before us, and the sword is still 

in the s :one. Kow will we — as a global civilization — 

respond? Our circumstances in the aftermath of the Cold War can 

be said ;o justify both exhilaration and despair. The Berlin Wall 
has fall>n, and Eastern Europe is free; but cruel and hideous 

hatrede ire rampant, and mass ethnic slaughter has been somehow 

tolerated by our collective conscience once again. Apartheid is 

being di mantled; but violence, bloodshed and chaos threaten to 

claim hoje as their next victim. Having been treated to such 

vivid displays of the best and worst of human)tlnd's rich 

repertoi :e of potentials, can we not answer the call to fight for 

and nurt ire the best within us? We need leadership to defend our 

shared h tritage and our common future.
As : write these words, l see the first light of dawn from 

my hotel window in Sioux Palls, South Dakota. I am in the middle 

of a campaign to change the leadership of our country, but even 

though this will appear two months after the outcome is known, I 

do not y<»t know the I'esult. But I do know that whatever happens 

In this <!ontest, the larger struggle will continue. Before I 

became involved in this campaign, and just before I left for the
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ment which emerge from our discussion there; 
are people of faith and of science who,, for centuries, 
e traveled different roads, in a time of environmental 
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accept our responsibility to help make known to the 

we serve and teach the nature and consequences of the 

jntal crisis, and what is required to overcome it.“

’•Despite the seriousness of this crisis, we are hopeful. Me 

humans, jin spite of our faults, can be intelligent, resourceful, 
compassipnate, prudent and imaginative. We have access to great 
reservollrs of moral and spiritual courage. Deep within ua stirs 

a commitTient to the health, safety and future of our children.

Understanding that the world does not belong to any one nation or 

generation, and sharing a spirit of utmost urgency, we dedicate 

ourselvek to undertake bold action to cherish and protect the 

environrajsnt of our planetary home!"
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FOREWARD

A great many changes have taken place in the United states 

and throughout the world during the twelve months since this book 

was first published in hard-cover at the beginning of 1992, but 

none of them has required any modification of the text for this 

new edition. Moreover, even though the book has come under 

vigorous and occasionally vitriolic attack over the past year, 

principally from those who oppose the sweeping changes in policy 

It recommends, not a single challenge to the accuracy of its 

facts or the fairness of its analysis has thus far been 

sustained. Indeed, quite to the contrary, i have been gratified 

by the strong support it has received — from the scientific 

community and from the general reading public. That is not to 

say of course, that the highly personal nature of the book and 

its particular spiritual point of view have not insured that some 

readers simply disagreed with my premises about such things as 

the meaning and purpose of life or the relationship between 

humankind and the earth. But that is neither surprising nor 

unwelcome, in any event, the purpose of this foreward to the 

paperback edition is not to qualify anything in the text but 

rather to add a short discussion of the new events that have 

unfolded since the book was written which I believe have special 

relevance to ideas contained in the text.

To begin with, in June of last year, the leaders of almost

(
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every nation on earth gathered In Rio de Janeiro for the United 

Nations Conference on Environment and Development. Popularly 

known as the "Earth Summit", this meeting was criticized for 

producing weak and watered-down agreements with few meaningful 

commitments to change the behavior of nations. But it actually 

marked an historic turning point in the long struggle to increase 

international awareness of the true nature of the global 

environmental crisis, and effectively moved the entire world a 

long way down the road toward a better understanding of how and 

why future economic progress is inextricably linked to sound 

policies promoting protection of the environment and wise 

stewardship of our natural resources,

Indeed, there is little doubt that a powerful learning 

experience took place in Rio as leaders from all parts of the 

world shared a common realization that the particular concerns 

which had led them to attend the Earth Summit in the first place 

were actually just different outward manifestations of the same 

underlying global crisis. The disappearance of the Aral Sea, the 

burning and clearcutting of the tropical rainforests, the 

thousand-fold increase in the rate at which living species become 

extinct, the poisoning of our air and water, global warming and 

stratospheric ozone depletion — all were suddenly recognized as 

being just different pieces of the same puzzle, or to put it 

another way, different consequences of the same collision between 

our worldwide civilization and the ecological system of the 

earth.
This collision is occurring principally because of three

Z-



CLINT0N-60RE ID: SEP 14’92 8:23 No. 004 P.04

large changes in the nature of our relationship to the earth: 

first, the population explosion is now adding the equivalent of 

China’s population every 10 years; second, the scientific and 

technological revolution has increased our power to manipulate 

nature and has vastly magnified our ability to have an impact on 

the world around us; and third, for reasons discussed in Part II 

of the book, there has been a change in our way of thinking about 

our relationship to the environment as we have yielded to the 

intense modern pressures to deny responsibility for the future 

consequences of our present actions.

The Earth Summit laid the groundwork for Important shifts in 

this way of thinking, and in policies throughout the world 

designed to stop the destruction of the global ecological system. 

And even though the formal documents signed at Rio were short on 

substance, there was a widespread recognition there of a powerful 

change in thinking which is now underway in both the industrial 

and the developing countries. Moreover, there was general 

agreement that this conference would almost certainly turn out to 

be only the first in what is expected to be a continuing series 

of worldwide meetings to discuss and implement a new generation 

of global treaties aimed at promoting sustainable economic 

progress and healing the relationship between human civilization 

and the fragile ecological system of the earth.

In addition to the formal meetings of the official 

delegates, the Earth Summit also featured an incredible variety 

of less formal opportunities for dialogue among people from every 

nation on earth. Indeed, in many ways the riches of human
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creativity were on display there: a giant "Tree of Life" was

decorated with the heartfelt messages from children around the 

world, written in crayon on paper leaves; representatives of 

Indigenous peoples like the Kayapao, Yanomami, inuit and Penan 

presented songs, dances and impassioned speeches in defense of 

the endangered remnants of wildness within which their unique and 

ancient cultures are struggling desparately to survive; 

scientists displayed stunningly sophisticated and startlingly 

beautiful computer images of every square inch of the earth — as 

seen from space -- with voluminous data describing the damage now 

taking place on a daily basis; artists crafted spectacular 

sculptures, paintings, music, graphics and films covering almost 

every aspect of the eleven day agenda. And they all seemed more 

alike than different: the indigenous person and the artist, the

scientist and the child, the tourist and the diplomat. All 

seemed to share a deeper understanding — a recognition that we 

are all part of something much larger than ourselves, a family 

related only distantly by blood, but intimately by commitment to 

each other's common future and to the global environment of which 

we are all a part.

Ultimately, the Earth Summit turned out to be mainly about 

that recognition, in much the same way that the first 

photographs taken of the earth floating above the moon's horizon 

produced a profound change in the way we pictured this planet in 

our minds, the Earth Summit has begun to produce a change in the 

way nations throughout the world picture their relationship and 

responsibility to each other and the way we think about the
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relationship between the economy and the environment.

But if the Earth Summit was a success for the world as a 

whole, it was a serious setback for our nation. At a crucial 

moment in history, when the entire rest of the world was 

requesting and eagerly expecting U.S. leadership — not to 

mention vision -- our nation found itself embarrassed and 

isolated at Rio. Although we were ably represented by a fine 

delegation of negotiators (headed by EPA Administrator William 

Reilly), the Bush Administration insisted that our delegation 

argue in favor of so many nonsensical positions that a deadlock 

was virtually guaranteed.

This process had actually begun during the preparatory 

negotiating sessions throughout the two years preceeding the 

Earth Summit itself. For example, long before the summit, almost 

every other industrial nation in the world had stated its 

willingness to set binding targets for reducing and stabilizing 

carbon dioxide (C02) emissions. But the Bush administration 

threatened implicitly to torpedo the entire Earth Summit in order 

to prevent the adoption of targets and timetables for C02 

reductions. Japan signalled early in the process that although
I it was willing to adopt targets and timetables, it would 

eventually follow the u.s. lead on this issue. By contrast, 

several European nations — led by Germany — attempted to 

pressure and persuade the United States to change its view. In 

the end, however, the threat of a U.s. decision to pull out of 

the Earth Summit forced every other industrial nation to 

acquiesce to the Bush position. ''
/' '

u ■
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Some business experts claim that Japanese industry is novii 

poised to replicate their stunning coup in the quality revolution 

with a similar series of breakthroughs in the environmental 

revolution. For example, Ste-f-an-t^hmidt=Heiny, the billionaire 

Swiss industrialist who led the Business Council at the Earth 

Summit, argues that some of the same U.S. businesses that were 

wrong about quality improvements are now making the same mistake 

again by assuming that environmental improvements can only by 

achieved at the expense of productivity, profitability and jobs.

Many Japanese businesses, by contrast, are again searching 

for ways to redesign the entire production process, this time 

with an eye to eliminating unnecessary pollution at every step 

along the way. And what they are finding is that waste in the 

form of pollution is also economic waste. By eliminating the 

inefficiencies that lead to the initial production of pollution, 

they are finding that it is often possible to simultaneously 

improve productivity, profits and environmental efficiency.

To use an analogy; if you are hunting a bear and you go 

into the woods and don't see the bear, you look for the bear's 

tracks — or you use a dog trained to follow the bear's scent, 
similarly, if you are an industrialist looking for ways to 

eliminate inefficiency and you go into your factory and don't see 

the inefficiency, you can try to follow its scent or you can look 

for its tracks —■ and it turns out that pollution is often the 

best marker by which to identify and eliminate inefficiency.
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As a direct consequence, the developing nations of the world 

abandoned their willingness to negotiate an international treaty 

to protect endangered rainforests and other fragile ecosystems 

lying within their national territories. From the beginning they 

had seen an implicit link between the reduction of C02 emissions 

countries and the protection of forests in tropical 
Countrie^\ so when the U.S, forced the industrial world to 

' abandon any commitment to stabilize C02 amissions, it

dr'

,v>''
r
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BlTOltaneously aastroyed any chances for an asreement to protect 

/^the rainforests.

developments had poisoned the atmosphere at Rio before 

conference ever began, but there was at least some remaining 

.'tr < ^ hope for a separate agreement on protecting ‘'biodiversity" —

that is, measures to slow down the extraordinary increase in the 

rate of extinction around the world. Here too, the preparatory 

sessions - especially the last one, in Nairobi, (less than 

month^fore the Ear^ summit), had poisoned the ^atmosphex^ 

because of the intransigence of the Bush administration. But as 

soon as William Reilly arrived in Rio, he identified a way to 

resolve the remaining problems with the Biodiversity treaty and 

save the U.S. (and President Bush) from embarassment. After 

Clearing his proposed solution with the State Department, the 

Commerce Department and the rest of the negotiating team, he sent 
s confidential cable to the White House requesting permission to 

proceed with the last-minute negotiations necessary to finalize 

the treaty. But then, just as the Earth Summit began, the Bush 

White House not only denied Reilly permission to proceed, it
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humiliated him by leaking hie memo to the press with statements 

by unnamed sources ridiculing his efforts, The entire sequence 

of events created a firestorm of criticism of U,s. policies, and 

of President Bush, and guaranteed the embarrassment that Reilly 

had tried hard to avoid. We thus became virtually the only 

nation in the entire world to refuse to sign one of the major 

treaties at the Earth Summit.

Our isolation at Rio was especially unfortunate because the 

Earth Summit represented the first meeting of the entire world 

community, and marked the emergence of what I refer to in Part 

Three of this book as the new "central organizing principle" of 

the Post Cold War World — namely, the task of protecting the 

Earth's environment while fostering economic progress. In the 

aftermath of communism's collapse, the United States is obviously 

in the preeminent position to lead the world community. The 

large ideas we have championed — political and economic 

freedom — are ascendant throughout the world; we have earned 

the moral authority necessary to lead the world; our economy is 

still twice as large as that of our closest competitor, Japan; 

and we are the sole remaining superpower.

Consequently, the rest of the world quite naturally expects 

the United States to offer leadership — especially in confusing 

times of transition like these, so the disappointment at Rio was 

quite keen when the U.S. not only failed to lead but actively 

fought against needed progress. The mood, however, was one of 

astonishment and sorrow more than of anger — at least in part 

because of a widespread recognition that the views of the Bush

7
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Administration were not those of the American people. And sure 

enough, every public opinion poll which has asked the question 

has found that Americans want our nation to lead the world 

community on this issueAnore than on any oth^ And in 

conversations throughout the United States, 1 have found 

confirmation that our people are quite determined to see that our 

nation does offer leadership on the environment — with vision, 

courage and a real commitment to the future — because they are 

convinced it is the right thing to do.

There is, however, a second powerful reason explaining their 

determination to see U.S. leadership on the environment; they 

are also convinced that it is in our economic interest. By 

overwhelming majorities, the American people reject the argument 

preferred during the Bush Administration that we must choose 

between jobs and the environment. They believe instead that we 

can prosper by leading the environmental revolution and producing 

for the world marketplace the new products and technologies that 

foster economic progress without environmental destruction.

I think they're right. In fact, Japan and Germany have been 

openly proclaiming that these new and more efficient products 

that minimize environmental damage now represent the biggest new 

market in the history of world business.

While the Earth Summit was underway in Rio, a parallel 

exhibition of new environmental technologies was staged in Sac 

Paulo. And the contrast was striking between the tiny U.S. 

exhibit made up of a handful of small businesses selling such 

wares as pipe connectors and dosimeters — and the enormous.

?
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highly sophisticated Japanese effort -- made up of hundreds of 

exhibits by businesses representing every sector of the Japanese 

economy, all working together within the framework of an 

ambitious "loo Year Plan'* coordinated by MITI and the Keidanren.

It is important to remember that there is an ominous 

precedent for the business challenge we are now facing from Japan 

(and Europe) in the market for environmentally efficient products 

and technologies. What businessmen now refer to as the "Quality 

Revolution" also began in Japan — in the late 1960's — at a 

time when most leaders of U.s. industry assumed that prevailing 

market forces had already established the proper level of product 

quality and that no significant improvement in quality could be 

attained without a loss of productivity, profits and jobs. As a 

result, prominent u.s. experts on improving quality and 

productivity — like the legendary "Arthur Deming found it 

difficult to gain an audience here at home, and took their 

insights to Japan instead. The rest is history; Japanese 

businesses proved that the prevailing American assumptions about 

product quality were simply wrong. By redesigning the entire 

production process with greater attention to detail, and with 

accurate monitoring of efficiency and performance trends, they 

were able to achieve dramatically higher levels of quality, 

productivity and profitability — all at the same time! And 

before we fully realized the implications of their 

accomplishment, we were already losing our leadership position in 

dozens of critical industries, industries now dominated by 

Japanese firms.

fO.
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Albert Gore, Earth in the Balance: Ecology atM the Human Spirit, New York Hougjhton 

Mifflin Company, 1992. 408 pp., S22.95 , i

Rcvicvi-cd by Theodore Ros2sik

Book-S by prominent public figures usually get slotted into a special, condescending 

category. Reviewers often expea to find linle more in them than inside dope about the 

political process or tidbits of gossip gleaned from the corridors of power, In short, they are 
not taken seriously as books. Senator A1 GoreL Earth in the Balance ranks as an exception. 

The senator offers plenty of the insights and anecdotes available only to seasoned players on 
the VTashington scene; he traces the deceptive^ twi.sts and turns of the Bush administration’s 

environmental policies, naming names and assigning blame. But his book is also a solid 

intellectual achievt;ment, a work many scholars and environmental specialists might be proud 

to author.

Gore has embedded years of reading, t lought, and legislative savvy in this volume. 

Above all, he has put his heart into it, defending a cause that he obviously holds dear. In 

1988 he made a run for the presidency. At the time, he gambled on the hope that a strong 

environmental position might win him the '^SThite House. He is frank to say he misjudged the 

popular appeal of issues like the greenhouse effect and thinning o^tone. But his political 
disappointment has not led him to abandon his environmental concerns. On the contr^'. 

From his failed campaign, he has salvaged a noble purpose in whose service he now offers 

one of the few bcx3ks that manages to treat the environmental crisis with the complesiry- it 

deserves and on the scale it demands.

Gore’s range is remarkable. If it offered nothing more. Earth in the Balance would 

make a handy, nearly encyclopedic compendium of environmental problems. It is freighted 

with authoritative analyses of biospheric damage, some of them compiled from the Senator’s 

own junkets to in.spect the devastation of the lainforests, the game parks of Africa, the

expansion of the ozone hole above Antaraica. But Earth in ihe Balance reaches well bevond

mere reponage and exposition. The intellectual meat of the book lies in tlie ethical issues I 

and philosophical conundra it explores. Thes<' Gore handles with admirable complexitv and 

sophistication; he has read up on his sprawling subjea and sought out the best minds, i There 

are not many i\merican politicians who can refer knowledgeably to the writings of Mcrlc^u- 

Ponty, Hannah Arcndt, Gregory Bateson.
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Roszak ivt.-{(!tr/Oonr. Eunb in tf^e Balance

The breadth of his approach pre\-ems <jore from settling for w*

P. 4

tat other politicians
might take to be adequate: purely economic adjustments and technological fixes. Though 

economic policy and technology (especially appropriate technology-) come in for cxtcnsire 

discussion in the book, Gore recognizes that htany environmental issues have to treated 

holistically on the level of conscience and consciousness as much as money and machinery. 

For example, his recommendations for population policy (the highest priority in hi.s global 
program) acknowledges that the education and liberation of women are fully as irdportant as 

the di.stribution of contraceptives. The .suhiirle of his book {Ecology and ibe Human Spirit) is 

intended to cmpha.size the importance of .such "spiritual" faaors as the "values and' 

assumptions that determine our basic understanding of how we fit into the universie."

This leads him into searching discussions of Judeo-Christian theology, Cartesian 

dualism, Newtonian science, planetary stewardship, the Social G<’>sp<;!, the Gaia hypothesis, 
ecofeminism, deep ecology. He surveys these| potentially unwieldy materials with sldll and 

weaves them neatly into his argument. The big finish toward which he builds is the call for a 

global Marshall Plan, undenaken in the post-Cold "^ar era even greater urgency and financial 

resources than the original. In hands other than those of a practical politician an appeal like 

this might become a wishiist of painful improbabilities. But Gore means to be effective, 

bringing his special experience as a law-maker to bear for all it is wonh, As a senator, he has 

known what it is like to face intractable poUticaJ choices. Me relates, for example, how, as a 
member of the .Southern farm bloc in Congrei.s, he has had to struggle with com sy-rup 

lobbyists in his state over sugar subsidies, a seemingly minor issue that nevertheless relates 

directly to the devastation of the Everglades in Florida. Those of us who are u.sed to thinking 

and writing about environmental affairs at a loftier level might learn a few valuable lessons 

from Gc5rc about the nitty-gritty of real-life decision-making.

The final chapters of the book brim with bright ideas that seek to translate Core’s high- 
level analysis into a comprehensive program. There is almost too much here to take in: tax 

incentives, expoa controls, forestry policy, waste reduction and recycling proposals, COj 

taxes, electrical cogeneration, virgin materials fees ... There is even a discussion of cncrgy- 

sav-ing light bulbs and how to market them more efBciemlv. Among the bigger ideas is a new 

global accounting system ("eco-nomics’) that includes such faaors as sustainability and 

environmental restoration in the calculation of GNP. Gore presents it all with the zest and 

conviaion of a professional politician out to ihake things happen and get things done. It is a 

dazzlingly meticulous array of schemc.s and so utions; reading through it makes for a welcome
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It should be noted that throughout hi»
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antidote to the steady diet of gloom and doom we usually expect from envifonmental studies.

presentation Core displays a commendable

awareness of First -World-Third World asymmetries in development. He does not flinch from 

raising the tough question of international failness. "The promotion of justice and the 

protection of the environmental must go hanc in hand in any society, whether in the context 

of a nation’s domestic policies or in the design of ‘North-South’ agreements between the 

industrial nations and the Third World." So, for example, he endorses "debt-for-nature" swaps.

One may disagree with this or that about Gore’s approach, but taken as a whole, his 

book serves as a model for the politically relent, comprehensive discussion of ciivironmemai 

policy. The man has mapped the terrain, drawing in philosophy as well as science, religion

and ethics as -well as economics. I expect to : 
in.sights, but above all to remind myself that t 
issues who believe there is cause to hope.

o back to this book for facts, ideas, political 

lerc are still those working on environmental

Theodore Roszak is Professor of History at California Sure University, Hayward. His latest 
book is The Voice of the Earth, to be publisheld by Simon and Schuster In June.
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Ecology & Natural History

A politics for 

the planet
JONATHON PORRITT

"Tf the opinion polls are more accurale in Amcr- 
I ica than they are in Britain, in November Al 

-1-Gorc may become Vice-President ol the 
United States. That in itself is a startling thought, 
bm in order to know pisi Ikjw' staitling it is. it is 
necessary to tead liis new book Earih m the 
Balance: Forging a new coonnon purpose This is 
not merely another hook ab<Mil the enviromneni. 
It is ns much .il’oul economics ami techmdogy. 
valuesaiidspiiiuiality,asalJoiitgl(*bal warming or 
recycling. And it is [K'rsoiial, anecdotal and 
passionate. It is, in iaci, by far the best book of its 
kind l>y a serving politician that I have leacl. 
Politicians on the whole only dare voice radical 
and visionary ideas when they have relinquished 
the levers of power. Tliosc who try to tell the truth 
about the environment w-hen i hey are still in office 
end up like thg former Prime Minister of Norway. 
Mrs Biundtiand, mouthing global ihcioiic while 
licensing the slaughter of whales in her own 
terrirorial waicis.

Even if he had not IJcen chosen by Bill Clinton 
as his running mate. Gore s k>ng-term p*j|itical 
aspirations were k>fty. His experience as a presi­
dential candidate for the Democrats in IdXS was 
dearly a bruising one, not least because he dis­
covered the liaid way liuit the majority of 
Americans are completely uninterested in the 
global environment. Hut he hail already been 
tipped as a potential fiont runner for |b%, and 
was said to be biding his time.

In l!>80, his son was neaily killed in a road acci­
dent. Ami, he lias said, for many months, "our 
lives were completely consumed with the struggle 
(o restore his body and spirit. And for me. some­
thing changed in a lundamental way." Instead ol 
resignedly nr even cynically giving up liis main 
concerns, he redoubleil his efforts to bring them 
to (he attention of the Democrats in particular and 
the American public in gctieral. Earih in the 
Balance is the product of that emotional and 
poliiicalcrisis.

Amazingly. Senator Gore keeps liis political 
balance throughout the book. A Southern 
Democrat, m the Jeffersonian mould; a passion­
ate advocate of the free market and entrepren­
eurial creativity; an unapologelic j)atriot, a con­
ventional and committed Baptist. It all makes a 
somewhat untypical mix of attributes for green 
evangelism. But as a political cri decucur, it works 
well. Wliether it will do much for the Democrats’ 
election effort is questionable. Gore has already 
been attacked by George Busli’s "clean" cam­
paigners as "an environmental extremist'', a 
"prairie fairy", and even "a fern-feeler". In an 
election (hat is predominantly about budget def­
icits, jobs, backyard issues and restoring "Am­
erica’s greatness" it may seem at first sight as if 
Earth in the Balance could become a liability rather 
than an Imporiani political maiulcsto for change. 
Herein, claim some of the pundits, lies Gore's 
vulnerability. But there is a paradox to which 
Gore would seem to be far more sensitively at­
tuned than his crasser Republican critics. The 
polls do indeed show tliat the average American 
wants his or her President to concentrate pri­
marily on domestic rather than imernatiunal is­
sues. rhiiigs are hurting too much at home to 
allow the pain of others (be it in Bosnia or in 
Somalia) to impinge directly on voting intentions. 
Bur rhe average American also wants America to 
remain the leader ot the free world, to use its "sole 
superpower status” actively and constructively.

Gore is very strong on the responsibilities of 
leadership, castigating Bush lor Ins well-known 
inertia, and his self-confessed problem vvitli "the 
vision thing", Quoting a post-Gulf War poll which 
demonstrated that ^3 per cent of Americans sup­
ported a proposal "for the US to get other conn-

A I Gore

EARTH 1 N 1 II C H LANCE 
Forging a new common purpose 

407pp taiihscan. Paperback.£ 14. 
1S5383 137 b

tries to join together to lake action against world 
environmental piobleins", he argues that it is only 
Ameiica which can shoulder this burden. Having 
realized in IbKS ihai there iscurrenlly not much to 
be gained fiom allniisni or even enlightened self- 
interest on behalf t»f the planet, he has cleverly 
re-worked a siraiul of almost redneck chauvinism 
in order lo persiKule Americans to >.harc his 
vision.

Inevitably, iheie is a price to be paid for .such an 
approach, iheic are several conleiitious issues 
which he has delilieralely not engaged with, even 
though they link directly to his core theme ("We 
must make the rescue of the environment the 
central organising principle for civilisation"): the 
role of the military and the grotesque w-asie of 
resources on arms budgets; the putative guilt of 
transnational corporations in laying waste the envi- 
lonineni; the unyielding challenge of equity and 
the obvious fact that sustainable development is a 
lelliai illu.sion unless premised on a dramatic 
narrowing of curienl wcaltli iliffereniials. Core 
knows al) this perfectly w'ell, but he sce.s his main 
task as one of persuasion. And that means accepi- 
ing the current situation for what it is rather than 
what it mighr be. In that respect, green fundamen­
talism is about as appealing to him as godless 
materialism. His analysis of just how much people 
today will or w'ill not accept seems absolutely 
right;

While public accepiancc of the magnitude of 
the threat is indeed curving upward - and will

IM
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Al Gore

eventually rise almost vertically as awareness of 
the awlul truth suddenly makes search lor reme­
dies an all-consuming passion-it is just as, impor­
tant lo recognise that at the present lime, we're 
still in a period when the curve is just starling to 
bend. Ironically, al this stage, the maximum that 
is politically feasible still falls short of the mini­
mum that is trulv effective.

many unreconstructed environmentalists. Gore 
----------------------^--------------------

long ago realized that endless threats of imminent 
eco-apocalypse stir feW' of us He addresses him­
self rather io the phenomenon of denial"; why ii 
is lhat millions of people refuse to read the writing 
on the wall. Though his presentation of the key 
environmental issues is exiieniely sound, he deals 
with them primarily as symptoms of our "dysfunc­
tional civilisation", the inevitable consequences 
of centuries of psycliic pain caused by our aliena­
tion from the living world. 1 he ecological ci isis is 
for him primarily a crisis of values.

Atheists, anarchists and secularists will prob­
ably lose interest at this point. Earih in the 
Balance is a deeply spiritual book. As a Baptist. 
Gore feels lhat the duty of stew ardship laid on us 
by a Creator God is one that demands specific 
personal and political clioices. "How can one 
glorify the Creator while heaping contempt on the 
creation'.' How can one walk humbly with nature's 
God while wreaking liavoc on nature'.’’' And in­
deed, no one can accuse Core of being short on 
"the vision thing". His Instoncal grasp of h«>w 
we’ve ended up with a value system dial now 
serves us so poorly is impiessive. and he handies 
concerns of the mind and the spirit (that remain 
proliibitcd areas for most politicians) wiili direct­
ness and integrity.

Only after these concerns have been addressed, 
and the characteristics of our dysfunclional civil­
ization iiicisixelv analysetl. does Gore choose to 
drop his policy bombshell' a global "Marshall 
Plan" foi the environment. Political ideas are 
seldom more grandiose than (his, and his Repub­
lican opponents arc already having as much tun 
costing it as the Conservatives in Britain did 
costing the Labour Party's manifesto. But many 
commentators are beginning to see in Goie's 
detailed policies exactly the kind of market-led. 
innovative and strategic thinking that might just 
possibly rescue contemporary capitalism Irom its 

I ow'n inherent destructiveness.
All sorts of environmentalists will have leserva- 

tions about aspeeis ol Gore's arguments. But it is 
heartening to see ideas oi this nature and quality 
emerging from the American political establish­
ment. and it there is indeed a future for the 
Democratic Party it is surely to be found some­
where in iliesc pages. Both Labour and Conser­
vative politicians might well ask themselves how 
much of it would translate across the Atlantic. 
Sadly, there is hardly a leading politician in Bri­
tain who could write a hook of similar authority on 
(his subject. There is much that they can learn 
from reading Earih in the Balance.

B rave Modern World is a howl of protest 
against modern technology and its ct>n- 
sequences. Nobody would dispute (hat the 

greenhouse effect, the tliinning of the ozone 
layer, acid ram. and inner-city environments are 
horrendous deveUipments. Moreover, iiumy will 
share Chesneaux's di^liko of the standardization 
of buildings, reslaiirants and food that is becom­
ing increasingly common throughout the world, 
even if he exaggeraie.s its extent and fails to note 
lhai it has made travel possible for many who 
weie cither loo poor or loo unadventurous to 
undertake it befoie. He is also right in thinking 
that economic growth cannot continue forever, ii 
only because ihc lesmirce.Mif the planet are I mile, 
a point tifieii forgotten by economists. Perhaps of 
nmre inieiesl. he observes dial it is impossible lo 
export Western civilization and leclinology to the 
Third World: if each ol the world's inhabilanls 
caused the same pollution as do tlie .S per cent of 
its population w'ho live in America, the Earth 
would rapidly become a dead planet.

Alilunigh leaders patient enough lo decipher 
tile turgid prose (which it has taken a team of 
three to translate from the rreiich) will find much 
with which they can agree, the bt)ok also has some 
serious laiilis. Despite Chesneaux's insistence 
that oui hisioiy is important, he never compares 
the present w'ith the past. For example, he 
riescribes AIDS as "the supreme symptom . . .of 
modernity's disjointed life style but there have 
been equally severe pandemics in the past: 
moreover, tar from being a disease of "inodern- 
ity". AIDS almost eerlainly originated in under­
developed etumlries. where its r;ivages are still

Diseases
of

modernity
STUART SUTHERLAND

Jean C h e s n e a u x

BRAVE MODERN WORLD 
The prospects foi suivival

Translaleil from the French by Diana Johnstone, 
Karen Bowie and Francisca Garvie 

P)lpp. Thamesand Hudson.
U.^ll()01.\3i 7

the worst. Again, he rants alioui the regimented 
lite of factory workers without attempting to 
compare it to the lonely and repetitive drudgery 
of a Vicitiiian farm-hand as described, foi 
example, by RonakI Blythe in Akenfield.

Many of Cliesneaux's ideas aie splendidly 
dotty. He claims iliat because French railway 
maps represent routes by straight lines (an 
invention of the London Underground), people 
have lost all sense of space. Equally, because

iligiial watches no longer show "time as some­
thing that lasts", we have apparently lost ;ill sense 
of time. He excoriates television, on the grounds 
that it may take monllis to produce a show, which 
is then buried and foigoilen, but he hugcts (hat a 
theatrical production is seen by far fewer people 
and once it closes can never be reinstated. For 
reasons that are unclear, he even lambastes the 
inolfeiisive word-piocessor. And he attacks nuc­
lear power without even considering whether it 
has killed m is even likely to kill more people than 
do fossil fuels pei kilowatt of energy produced.

It is a pity lhat Chesneaux pcisistently uses 
as.sertion railier than argiimeni, lor m his less 
fanciful moments what he has to say is important. 
It is alsti a pity that at no point does he consider 
how it might be possible to stop or reverse the 
growth ol the global ectmomy. He acknowledges 
(he "Green Revolution ", hut seems to believe 
that all goveinineiits are controlled by trans­
national firms. Vet Western governments are 
surely more altruistic in their aid uj under- 
pi ivilegeil countries than any state has been at any 
previous period of history. He argues lhat. as in 
the case of "cash crops", such as groundnuts, their 
aid often does inoie harm than good, aiui that it is 
always motivated by economic rea.sons, but surely 
the West's intervention in Sarajevo oi the attempt 
lo slave ofl fainme in Ethiopia were uiidcrtakeii 
on purely humanilaiian grounds. It could be 
maintained that the West olten docs the wrong 
thing for the right reasons; a more carefully 
argued book might have helped to petsuade llic 
Western world to siart dtiing the light tiling for 
ihe 1 ighl reason.
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The 1992 Campaign “The American people are fed up with the Bush-Quayi

Environmental Politics

Book by Gore Could Become a Campaign Iss
By KEITH SCHNEIDER

S|icclal 10 The New York Times
WASHINGTON, July 26 - Senator 

A1 Gore published a best-selling book 
seven months ago that is the most 
graphic analysis of the world’s envi­
ronmental condition and the most ad­
vanced plan for economic solutions 
that has ever been written by an Amer­
ican politician.

Reviews at the time were favorable, 
commending the book’s "thoughtful­
ness” and “style.”

But in the days since the Tennessee 
Democrat was nominated to be Gov. 
Bill Clinton’s running mate, the book, 
"Earth in the Balance: Ecology and 
the Human Spirit” (Houghton Mifflin), 
has come under a new wave of scru­
tiny, not least from the Bush-Quayle 
campaign.

Its call for new taxes, new govern­
ment environmental programs and a 
new philosophy for how humanity re­
gards the environment and the econ­
omy could make the book one of the 
political classics of its time. It could 
also become a valuable weapon for the 
Republicans.

May Stir Wide Debate
At the very least, the book seems 

likely to prompt the first full-throated 
debate at the Presidential level on 
whether trade-offs are necessary to 
balance the health of the economy and 
the environment. Enviromnentalists 
and many scientists are embracing the 
book as a breakthrough in fresh think­
ing: some economists and other scien­
tists are attacking it as scientifically 
specious, economically dangerous and 
directly contradictory to the Demo­
cratic platform extolling jobs and eco­
nomic growth.

Torie Clarke, the spokeswoman for 
the Bush-Quayle re-election campaign, 
said today that the campaign saw the 
book’s pointed recommendations for 
new taxes oh coal and oil, more foreign 
aid and more governmental action to 
curb global environmental deteriora­
tion as weapons.

“For starters,” she said, “Gore 
should have spent less of the taxpay­
ers’ time and money on his own book 
and a little bit more time on legislation. 
We have taken a look at his legislative 
record as a Senator. We found two 
pieces of his legislation that have been 
approved. One is an Earth Day procla­
mation, and the other is a resolution of 
encouragement to Antarctic treaty ne- 
gotiatiors.”

Fat Cats and Smokestacks
Mr. Gore fired back today in a tele­

phone interview. “They are in a state of 
extraordinary political panic,” he said. 
“The American people are fed up with 
the Bush-Quayle approach of respond­
ing to only the wealthy privileged few, 
and that is especially true of the envi­
ronment. They couldn’t care less about 
the people who live downwind of pollu­
tion. They only care about the fat cat

I ^
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Senator A1 Gore’s book on the environment has come under new scrutiny since he became G* 
June with Senator H. John Chafee, left, Republican of Rhode Island, and William K. Reilly,

changing attitudes. The current view, 
that the environment is a marginal 
issue with economic needs taking pre­
cedence, must be radically altered, the 
book says. Instead, Mr. Gore says, the 
ecosystem must be seen as the fouiyla- 
tion on which the economy will flourish 
or perish in the 21st century.

Such a notion turns traditional Vi^fet- 
ern thinking on its head. For centuries, 
man’s dominion over earth, and the 
exploitation of resources to develop 
ever more powerful and efficient tech­
nologies, has been seen as the engine 
that drives civilization. Mr. Gore urges 
the world to become “sufficiently 
aroused by a shared sense of urgent 
danger” to reverse this “logic of world 
civilization.”

“As long as civilization as a whole, 
with its vast technological power, con­
tinues to follow a pattern of thinking 
that encourages the domination and 
exploitation of the natural world for

on the edge of calamity.
“It’s wrong on many counts, and he 

should know better because we have 
told him so,” said Dr. Singer, who is 
one of the leaders of a group of Ameri­
can scientists who discount the threat 

, from global climate change. “On global 
warming, as far as we can tell from 
surveys we have done, the scientific 
community is riot in agreement with 
him. The majority feels that this is a 
problem that needs to be watched, but 
there is no immediate danger.”

Survey Shows Divisions
A survey of climate scientists earlier 

this year by Greenpeace, the interna­
tional environmental group, found 
those who responded about evenly di­
vided. When asked whether current 
policies “run a serious risk of instigat­
ing a runaway greenhouse effect,” 47 
percent of 113 scientists answering 
said “probably not.” Forty-five per­
cent replied “probably” or “possibly.”

The survev did not reflert tho mnciri.

Mr. Gore disagreed 
pretation today. “I’m 
assessment of any tec 
oped with public fund; 
am I calling for any g( 
keeper role for the pri 
said.

Jonathan Adler, a s 
the institute, added 
“thinks that every 
problem needs a progi 
criticized the nation’s 
agement for big public 
programs, especially 
closely associated witi 
Superfund program / 
worst toxic waste sites 

Mr. Gore resoonded 
advocate “large cent) 
ment programs that we



'T'

/?n

. ^ - n
■ryv

I /^(

Jt,' hvh^

fA !^[>^ 'O'tic.
I



)
3 '

ronment. iTiey couldn't care less about 
the people who live downwind of pollu­
tion. They only care about the fat cat 
who owns the smokestack.”

In the coming weeks, the debate will 
be" no less contentious, but it could 
become more substantive. The reason 
is that in “Earth in the Balance” the 
author describes being a “witness to 
humankind’s assault on the earth” and 
offers solutions that are much more 
specific and trenchant than is usual in 
books from political leaders.

The thesis of Mr. Gore’s book is that 
a “global ecological crisis” spells a 
catastrophe for civilization unless 
prompt action is taken. He proposes 
three paths: new market incentives, 
new government programs and a new 
philosophy to define mankind’s rela­
tionship with nature.

First, Mr. Gore proposes new taxes 
on oil, coal, minerals, wood and other 
“virgin materials” to curtail global 
warming, deforestation and misuse of 
land by mining. He proposes to offset 
the tax increases, and thus the proba­
ble rise in the price of energy and 
materials, by lowering income taxes.

New Network of Incentives
The result would be a new system of 

economic incentives. Taxes would be 
increased for environmentally destruc­
tive activities and reduced for econom­
ically constructive activities like work 
and saving.

Where incentives did not work, gov­
ernment action would, he says. Mr. 
Gore calls for new global environmen-

exploitation of the natural world for

Do the Senator’s 

words make a 

political classic, a 

weapon or both?
short-term gains, this juggernaut will 
continue to devastate the earth no mat­
ter what any of us does,” he writes. “I 
have come to believe that we must take 
bold and unequivocal action: we must 
make the rescue of the environment 
the central organizing principle for civ­
ilization.”

Praise and Counterattack
Mr. Gore’s views are “beyond any­

thing we are hearing now in political 
dialogue,” said Jeremy Rifkin, presi­
dent of the Foundation on Economic 
Trends, an environmental group in 
Washington, whose books on philoso­
phy and nature have influenced Mr. 
Gore. “If we are to take this analysis 
and blueprint seriously, it portends a 
revolutionary change in political out­
look in the 21st century. It’s one 1 think 
the younger generation will flock to.” 

But some scientists, economists and 
conservative political groups have be­
gun a counterattack intended to pre­
vent the book from moving from the 

tal regulations to protect resources, edges of national politics to its center, 
programs to stabilize population, new or. S. Fred Singer, an atmospheric 
environmental treaties, new means for and space physicist who is a professor 
assessing technologies on the basis of of environmental science at the Uni- 
their risk to health and the environ- versity of Virginia, said Mr. Gore had 
ment, phasing out internal-combustion “exaggerated” the threat from global 
engines within 25 years and a host of climate change, and that “many” in 
other government actions. the scientific community simply do not

The third path he proposes involves agree with his thesis that the earth is

la “proDaDiy not. roriy-iive per­
cent replied “probably” or “possibly.”

The survey did not reflect the consid­
erable causes for concern outlined by a 
succession of international and nation­
al scientific panels over the last few. 
years. In 1990, an international panel of 
scientists convened by the United Na­
tions reported that the earth has 
warmed about 1 degree Fahrenheit 
over the last century as levels of car­
bon dioxide in the atmosphere in­
creased by 25 percent.

The panel said if carbon dioxide, 
methane and other “greenhouse gas­
es” were not controlled, average global 
temperatures could increase 3 to 8 
degrees Fahrenheit in the 21st century, 
causing flooding from the melting of 
polar ice, food production failures and 
other environmental havoc.

The National Academy of Sciences in 
1991 urged the Bush Administration to 
act promptly to reduce the threat of. 
global warming, including raising auto­
mobile fuel efficiency standards and; 
improving energy requirements for! 
buildings and appliances.

“Among the people I work with, we 
all think global warming is a threat,” 
said Dr. Edward Dlugokencky, an at­
mospheric chemist at the University of 
Colorado in Boulder. “Those who think 
it is not represent a minority view in 
the scientific community.”

Conservative public policy groups 
have also attacked Senator Gore’s 
book. Fred Smith, the president of the 
Competitive Enterprise Institute, a 
free-market policy group in Washing­
ton, said the book held a basic contra­
diction with the Clinton-Gore campaign 
message of new jobs, new technologies 
and change. “This book says that be­
fore we let new technology happen, we 
need to look at the risk,” said Mr. 
Smith. “Doesn’t that mean slower in­
troductions of technology, slower job 
growth and economic stagnation?”

The Media

Even in College, Gore Watched the Camera
By RICHARD L.BERKE

special to The New York Times
WASHINGTON, July 26 - It 

should come as no surprise that 
Senator A1 Gore won high marks 
for his skill at playing to the cam­
eras on his maiden tour as the 
Democratic Vice-Presidential 
nominee.

Long before he was elected to 
Congress in 1976, long before he 
became a newspaper reporter, Mr. 
Gore studied television and the 
Presidency. In 1969, Mr. Gore 
seized on the topic for his senior 
thesis at Harvard College: “The 
Impact of Television on the Con­
duct of the Presidency, 1947-1969.” 

Earlier Politicians Recalled
Mr. Gore recounted how televi­

sion had strengthened the Presi­
dency. He emphasized how John F. 
Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson 
had turned to journalists in televi­
sion and the press to cultivate their

images.
Even as a college student, Mr. 

Gore was making judgments on 
White House news media strat­
egies. “President Johnson did not 
seem to come across on televi­
sion,” he wrote.

Mr. Gore warned that Presi­
dents could suffer if they appeared 
on television too much.

Fear of overexposure, he noted, 
was why Senator Hubert H. Hum­
phrey’s news media consultant 
waited until the final weejts of the 
1968 Presidential campaign to be­
gin buying time for tele'^ion ad­
vertisements. (The CliiTOn-Gore 
campaign, enjoying free publicity 
after the Democratic convention, 
is not rushing to buy television 
commercial time either.)

He also noted that President 
Nixon was experimenting with 
question-and-answer forums with 
ordinary people — something that 
has become especially popular in

this year’s campaign.
“Whether or not these new tech­

niques will survive, and whether! 
Nixon will ‘pass the test’ of the 
televised press conference, re­
mains to be seen,” Mr. Gore wrote.

The people he interviewed for 
the thesis included James C. Ha- 
gerty, who was President Dwight 
D. Eisenhower’s press secretary; 
Herbert G. Klein, Mr. Nixon’s com­
munications director; Bill Moyers, 
Mr. Johnson’s press secretary; 
James Reston, who was executive 
editor of The New York Times; 
Arthur Schlesinger Jr., who was 
special assistant to President Ken­
nedy, and Jack Valenti, a special 
assistant to President Johnson.

The thesis was thorough and rel­
atively well written, but he mis­
spelled the last names of both Chet 
Huntley and David Brinkley. Even 
so, Mr. Gore received the highest 
mark.
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Dme a Campaign Issue, for Both Sides

Associaled Press

on the edge of calamity.
"It’s wrong on many counts, and he 

should know better because we have 
told him so,” said Dr. Singer, who is 
one of the leaders of a group of Ameri- 
can scientists who discount the threat 
from global climate change. “On global 
warming, as far as we can tell from 
surveys we have done, the scientific 
community is not in agreement with 
him. The majority feels that this is a 
problem that needs to be watched, but 
there is no immediate danger/*

Survey Shows Divisions
A survey of climate scientists earlier 

;his year by Greenpeace, the interna- 
:ional environmental group, found 
;hose who responded about evenly di­
vided. When asked whether current 
lohcies “run a serious risk of instigat- 
ng a runaway greenhouse effect,” 47 
lercent of 113 scientists answering 
;aid “probably not.” Forty-five per­
cent replied “probably’* or “possibly *’

The survey did not reflect the consid- 
rable causes for concern outlined by a 
accession of international and nation- 
I scientific panels over the last few 
ears. In 1990, an international panel of 
cientists convened by the United Na- 
lons reported that the earth has 
mrmed about 1 degree Fahrenheit 
ver the last century as levels of car- 
on dioxide in the atmosphere in- 
reased by 25 percent.
Thp nonol

Mr. Gore disagreed with this inter­
pretation today. “I’m advocating the 
assessment of any technologies devel­
oped with public funds, but in no way 
am 1 calling for any government gate­
keeper role for the private sector,” he 
said.

Jonathan Adler, a staff member of 
the institute, added that Mr. Gore 

thinks that every environmental 
problem needs a program.” Mr. Adler 
criticized the nation’s record of man­
agement for big public environmental 
programs, especially the one most 
closely associated with Mr. Gore the 
Superfund program for cleaning up 
worst toxic waste sites. ^

Mr. Gore responded that he did not 
advocate “large centralized govern­
ment programs that were the hallmark

if ^ ^ ^ -

fncentives/^”'"^"'’

Mr. Gore said current policies “are 
costing the United State millions of

strategyshoujd be to protect the old polluting 
inefficient ways of the past.” ^

This is coming at a time when Ja-

Svironmln!^?"/"’’'^ Progress without 
environmental destruction,” Mr. Gore

Administration’s 
view ‘a real head-in-the-sand ap­
proach. ^

On the Trail
BUSH FINDS WAY TO DISCI
anti-drug fight on tv

Special 10 The New York Times
WASHINGTON, July 26 - 

months. President Bush and 
aides have complained that 
could not get enough televi; 
time to talk about domestic 
sues. Today, he found a way.

Arriving at the White Hous 
his Marine helicopter, Mr. B; 
strode up to a lectern where 
was to deliver a statement 
Iraq. Some television netwo 
were carrying the event live £ 
Mr. Bush began talking — ab 
drugs.

“In addition to yesterda 
meeting with our national seci 
ty advisers on the situation 
Iraq, which has been widely 
ported, 1 spent considerable tii 
today reviewing the anti-dr 
fight in our communities,” ^ 
Bush said. The President s; 
two studies showed drug i 
among teen-agers had droppe

Then he talked about Saddr 
Hussein.

CLINTON URGES U S.
TO KEEP PRESSING IRAQ

Special 10 The New York Time.'!
SEATTLE, July 26 — Gov. B 

Clinton said today that the Un 
ed States should continue pres 
ing Iraq to comply with all pro', 
sions of the United Natio; 
cease-fire agreement and th. 
the Bush Administration had c 
fered to brief him on the subjec

He called Iraq’s agreement t 
day to allow Unites Nations ii 
spections “a good first step” i 
resolving the crisis and said h 
staff would try to schedule a 
Administration briefing.

GORE, CAMPAIGNING ALON 
ATTACKS BUSH IN VIRGINIA

Special 10 The New York Times 
ROSSLYN, Va., July 26 - St 

ator A1 Gore, the Democrai 
Vice-Presidential nominee, I 
the campaign trail alone tod; 
for the first time. At a rally he 
to observe the implementation 
the Americans With Disabiliti 
Act, the Tennessee Senator a 
cused President Bush of ignorii 
the needs of people with physic 
and mental disabilities.

What to do if building
career has left vo. r'doqv
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Senator A1 Gorc'a book has been the focus of attacks from Republican 
spokesmen and some right-wing policy groups, These attacks ignore 
the strong scientific support for both the substance and the overall 
premise of the book, which acknowledges the global threats to the 
environment and the urgent neeil to address these problems,

Please use this material as best you can to counter any attacks to the 
strong enlightened environmental approach of the Clinton/Gore ticket.

THE POSITIVE

The book Is highly regarded as a thoughtful and moderate analysis of 
the environmental problems facing America and the world today, and 
suggests some needed solutions.

Senator Gore, far from writing a prescription for economic decline in 
America,' has highlighted the vital link between a healthy and clean 
environment, jobs growth and quality of life.

The book’s message Is a comprehensive statement for the future, 
proposing real solutions that will lead to a safer environment, to a more 
eompctilivc America, and to a better quality of life for our children.

Ibc book is courageous - not since Theodore Roosevelt and Thomas 
Jefferson has a national statesman devoted such an effort to 
determining how our advancing civilisation can be reconciled with the 
need,s of nature. It Is an honest, tough-minded account of how to deal 
with environmental crises.

QUOTES OF SUPPORT FROM EMINENT AMERICANS
Dr, Edward O Wilson, Professor of Harvard University and pulitzer 
Prize winner fur his writings on endangered species has said:

"The sclcnilflc basis of Senator Gore’s book "Earth In the Balance" Is' 
sound and its messages well over due. It 1$ Indeed disappointing that 
America'.? current political leaders have failed to come to grips with the 
very real environmental threats which face not only humans but every 
other living species on this planet." (personal communication, 18th 
October 1992J ,

1707 LSTKFL1, NW • SUlTt 1(»$0 • WASHINGTON, D.C-, 200.% ■ (202)466-01.54 ■ FAX (202) 466-8173
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Dr. John P, Holdren, Professor of Energy, at the University of California.
Berkeley, former Chairman of the Federation of American Scientists and member of 
the National Academy of Sciences has said:

"The central reality of our environment predicament—recognlacd by nearly all 
environmental scientists and by Senator Gore, but evidently not by bis critic.s -■ Is 
that humans have become powerful enough to wreck the environment before 
becoming smart enough or rich enough to be able to engineer replacements for the 
crucial services the environment, provides."

"There is no significant scientific doubt that human activities have increased the 
global atmospheric concentration of carbon dioxide, a 'greenhouse' gas crucial to 
processes that govern climate, by more than 25 percent since preindustrial times; no 
significant scientific doubt that stratospheric 07onc depletion is real, caused by 
humans, and dangerous to the health of humans and ecosystems; no significant 
scientific doubt that human sources of toxic metals and hydrocarbons in the 
atmosphere, oil in the oceans, and acids falling on the forests' arc at least comparable 
to and often much greater than the natural sources of these substances worldwide. 
Assertions to the contrary are pure antiscicniiflc bunkum," says Professor Holdren. 
[Letter to the Office of Senator Tim Wirth, 7th September 1992]

Dr. Russell Peterson, former republican Governor of Delaware, and head of the 
President Nixon and Ford's Council on Environmental Quality says;

"Senator Gore's book is a moderate and realistic assessment of the environmental 
problem.s 'of America and the world, which we must urgently face for the sake of the 
future of America's economy and our children's health and well being."

"Those that call this book extremist, ignore and distort the overwhelming weight of 
scientific evidence that supports Senator Gore's views. In fact, it is refreshing to see 
a politician such as Senator Gore, being prepared to openly and honestly discuss 
positive solutions the very real cnvlronmciUal problems we face," '

"President Bush and Quayle call the Clinion/Gore team environmental extremists. I 
ask you - who are the extremists? Clinton/Gore who arc in tune with the 80 - 90% of 
the American population who arc demanding their air, water, la>'d and other species 
be protected, or Bush and Quayle who belittle the environment at every 
opportunity." [Peterson - personal communication 18th October 1992, and available ■ 
for Interviews].

Carl Sagan says "A global environmental crisis threatens to overwhelm our 
children's generation. Mitigating the crisis will require a planetary perspective, 
long-term thinking, political courage and savvy, eloquence and leadership - all of 
which are in evidence In A1 Gore’s landmark book,"
["Earth In The Balance" book cover 1992] r

RESPONSES TO SPECIFIC CRITICISMS

Claim 1: In the Vice-Presidential debate Quayle charged that on page 304 Gore said 
that he wants the U.S. to spend $100 billion a year on foreign environmental aid.
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Response: This U iiicorrcct. Gore does propose a "global Marshall Fund," lead by ihc 
United Slates, to clean up industrialised nations and help the Third World avoid the 
environmental excesses of development, but docs not specify a funding level from 
the US. In fact. Gore spcciflcally recognizes that the U.S., in its current economic 
condition, would be unable to accomplish such a project by itself.

The Idea is modelled after the US program to rebuild Europe after World War II. the 
"Marshall Plan" amounted to 2 percent of U.S. gross national product between 1948 
and 1951, which Gore notes would be $100 billion a year at the same percentage of 
GNP today - but he docs not specifically suggest such a spending level In 
environmental assistance for the Third ■
World.

Claim 2: A1 Gore is a radical or‘extremist environmentalist who wants to change the 
very fabric of American society.

Resnonse: Note and use the above eminent scientist quotes.

Claim ?>: He hasn't got his facts right, and is being alarmist ('Apocalypse Now', < 
'Senator Doom,' etc).

Response: A1 Gore's views echo current mainstream scientific views. In the area 
most frequently challenged, that of the severity of the. threat of global warming, he 
is supported by the most eminent scientific groups, including the National Academy 
of Sciences and the IPCC (Inlcrgovcrnmental Panel on Climate Change) Scientific 
Committee. There is usually some dissension in the scientific community on any 
issue, but in relation to the 'greenhouse effect' and 'ozone layer depletion' Al Gore's 
views are shared by the vast majority of the scientific community, (Refer to and, 
quote Professor Holdrcn above,)

Claim 4: Gore advocates environmental solutions that will give up American jobs,
decimate the U.S. autQ Industry, and destroy the economy.

h

Response: Achieving a clean and healthy envlronniem will generate American jobs 
and assist the economy. Both Japan and Germany arc cultivating what they believe 
will be a massive market for new technologies for renewable energy and 
envlronmcnially benign processes. America will be in a worsening compciitivc 
position If It continues to lag behind environmentally aware economies,.

lime Magazine recently reported that improving fuel economy to 40 mpg. would lead 
to a net gain of over 70,000 jobs by the year 2000, according to the independent' , 
American Council for an Energy F.fflcient Economy.

And maybe' we should listen to our enmnetitnrs: Nobuhiko Kawamoto, Honda's new
president, says; "If a maer doesn't build more efficient cars, it can't survive." ^ 
fBusliicss Week. April 8, 1991).

A recent study by Prof. Stephen Meyer of MIT exposes as myth the view Uiat 
environmental considerations are at odds with economic growth. The study 
surveyed a range of jobs data, economic indicators, and environmental regulations 
between 1970 and 1990, and found that the slates with the greatest economic and jobs 
growth were the first to adopt environmental regulations.

Claitn 5: He favors the spotted Owl over jobs.
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Responsa: Bush/Quaylc have attempted to divide Americans by .falsely painting 
Is-sues like the spotted owl as jobs verses the environment. As Gore says, "if the 
remaining 10 percent of old-growth forest is ipgged out, as the timber Industry 
prefers, the jobs will be iost anyway. The only question is whether the effort to 
create new Jobs will begin now or iater. after the forest Is completely gone." 
add fuel to a fire!). *

AND DON'T FORGET THE FAILED POLICIES OF BUSH/QUAYT,E
■

Media response.s should also tticnlion the failed environmental and economic 
policies of the Oush Presidency. Please refer to previously circulated document (5 
October) "George Dushes Environmental Record - Broken Promises and Grim Reality" 
and the "Jobs and the Environment" piece.

Prepared by Molly H. Olson 
19 October 1992


