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Note to Eileen 
from David 
re: Biodi strategy
January 31, 1994

I had another very productive meeting on Friday of the small 
group of biodi people on the outline of the international 
strategy.

We now have a pretty good, fairly detailed outline for the 
strategy -- objectives, priorities, means, vehicles/arenas.
Peter Thomas is to clean it up by next Tuesday to reflect today's' 
meeting; I'll show it to you then.

Here is how I intend to proceed for the next steps. The target 
should be to complete the strategy, including getting agency 
sign-off, by the end of March. This fits into the FY'96 budget 
cycle in that it could be sent to agencies as a budget guidance 
document. So to get there . . .

1) Feb. 4 -- complete outline. (The outline will be reviewed 
once more next week by the small group).
2) Feb. 14 or /l5 -- biodi IWG meeting (working level not 
principals) to review outline and make writing assignments. (I 
have already made writing assignments for about 1/2 of the 
document.)

3) Feb. 23 -- draft writing assignments due.

4) Mar. 4 -- Peter Thomas and I will edit the pieces into a 
single first draft and send out to IWG (working level for 
review).

Depending how many drafts need to be prepared, we ought to 
be able to have an IWG principals meetj.^rg'T^~~adppt the document 
by the end of March
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SELECTED DOCUMENTS

UN
Convention on Biological Diversity

•elj).

them

The Contracting Parties,

Conscious of the Intrinsic value of biological 
diversity and of the ecological, genetic, social, eco­
nomic, scientific, educational, cultural, recreational 
and aesthetic values of biological diversity and Its 
components.

Conscious a Iso of the Importance of biological 
diversity for evolution and for maintaining life sustai­
ning systems of the biosphere.

Affirming that the conservation of biological 
diversity Is a common concern of humankind. 

Reaffirming that States have sovereign rights 
over their own biological resources.

Reaffirming also that States are responsible 
for conserving their biological diversity and for using 
their biological resources In a sustainable manner, 

Concsmsd that biological diversity Is being 
significantly reduced by certain human activities, 

Awars of the general lack of Information and 
knowledge regarding biological diversity and of the 
urgent need to develop sdentlflc, technical and 
Instituttonal capacities to provide the basic under- 
starxtlng upon which to pl^ and Implement appro­
priate measures.

Noting that it Is vital to anticipate, prevent and 
attack the causes of significant reduction or loss of 
biological diversity at source.

Noting also that where there Is a threat of 
significant reduction or loss of biological diversity, 
lack of full scientific certainty should not be used as 
a reason for postponing measures to avoid or mini­
mize such a threat.

Noting further that the fundamental require­
ment tor the conservation of biological diversity Is 
the In-situ conservation of ecosystems and naural 
habitatsandthemaintenanceandreooveryotviable . 
populations of species In their natural surroundings. 

Noting further that ex-situ measures, prefera­
bly In the country of origin, also have an Important 
role to play.

Recognising the dose and traditional depen­
dence of many Indigenous and local communities 
embodying traditional lifestyles on biological resour­
ces, and the desirability of sharing equitably benefits 
arising from the use of traditional knowledge. Inno­
vations arxl practicss relevant to the conservation of 
biological diversity and the sustainable use of Its 
components.

Recognising also the vital role that women 
play In the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity and affirming the need for the full 
partidpation of women at all levels of policy-making 
and Implementation for biological diversity conser­
vation.

Stressing the Importance of, and the need to 
promote, international, regional and global coopera­
tion among States and Intergovernmental organisa­
tions and the non-govemmental sector for the con­
servation of biological diversity and the sustainable 
use of Its components.

Acknowledging that the provision of new and 
additional linandal resources and appropriate ac-

* Conference for the Adoption of the Agreed Text
of the Convention on Biological Diversity, Nairobi, 22 
May 1992. See also page 206.

cess to relevant technologies can be expected to 
make a substantial difference In the world's ability to 
address the loss of biological diversity.

Acknowledging further that sp^al provision 
Is required to meet the needs of developing coun­
tries, Including the provision of new and additional fi­
nancial resources and appropriate access to rele­
vant technologies.

Noting In this regard the special conditions of 
the least developed countries and small Island Sta­
tes,

Acknowledging that substantial Investments 
are required to conserve biological diversity and that 
there Is the expectation of a broad range of environ­
mental, economic and social benefits from those In­
vestments,

Recognising that economic and social deve­
lopment and poverty eradication are the first and 
overriding priorities of developing countries.

Aware that conservation and sustainable use 
of biological diversity Is of critical Importance for 
meeting the food, health and other needs of the 
growing world population, for vdiich purpose access 
to and sharing of both genetic resources and tech­
nologies are essential.

Noting that, ultlmaiely, the conservation and 
sustainabis use of biological diversity will strengthen 
friendly relations among states and contribute to 
peace for humankind.

Desiring to enhance and complement existing 
International arrangements for the conservation of 
biological diversity and sustainable use of Its compo­
nents, and

Determined to conserve and sustainably use 
biological diversity for the benefit of present and 
future generations.

Have agreed as follows;

Artlcls 1,

Oblecthrse

The oblectives of this Convention, to be pur­
sued In accordance with Its relevant provisions, are 
file conservation of biological diversity, the sustaina­
ble use of Its components and the fair and equitable 
sharing of the benefits arising out of the utilisation of 
genetic resources. Including by appropriate access 
to genetic resources and by appropriate transfer of 
relevant technologies, taking Into account all rights 
over those resources and to technologies, and by 
appropriate funding.

Article 2.

Use of Terms

For the purposes of this Convention:

■Biological diversity' means the variability 
among living organisms from all scxjrces Including, 
Inter ala, terrestrial, marine and other aquatic eco- 
systemsand the ecological complexes of which they 
are part; this Includes diversity within species, bet­
ween species and of ecosystems.

■Biological resources' Includes genetic resour­
ces. organisms or parts thereof, populations, or any 
other biotic component of ecosystems vrith actual or 
potential use or value for humanity.

'Biotechnology' means any technological ap­
plication that uses biological systems, living orga­
nisms, or derivattves thereof, to make or modify 
products or processes for specific use.

'Country of origin of genetic resources' means 
the country which possesses those genetic resour­
ces In Irvsitu conditions.

■Country providing genetic resources' means 
the country supplying genetic resources collected 
from Irvsltu sources. Including populations of both 
wild and domesticated species, or taken from ex-sItu 
sources, which may or may not have originated In 
that country.

'Domesticated or cultivated species' means 
species In which the evolutionary process has been 
Influenced by humans to meet their needs.

'Ecosystem' means a dynamic complex of 
plant, animal and micro- organism communities and 
their non-living environment Interacting as a functio­
nal unit.

'Ex-sItu conservation' means the conservation 
of components of biological diversity outside their 
natural habitats.

■Genetic material' means any material of plant, 
animal, mioDblal or other origin containing functio­
nal units of heredity.

■Genetic resources' means genetic material of 
actual or potential value.

■HaUtaf means the place or type of site where 
an organism or population naturally occurs.

■In-situ conditions' means conditions whore 
genetic resources exist within ecosystems and 
natural habitats, and. In the case of domesticated or 
cultivated species. In the surroundings where they 
have developed their distinctive properties.

'In-situ conservation' means the conservation 
of ecosystems and natural habitats and the mainte­
nance and recovery of viable populations of spedas 
In their natural surroundings and, in the case of do­
mesticated or culttvated spades. In the surroun­
dings where they have developed their distincttve 
properties.

'Proteded area' means a geographically defi­
ned area which Is designated or regulated and 
managed to achieve spedfic conservation objactl- 
ves.

'Regional economic integration organisation' 
means an organisation constituted by sovereign 
States of a given region, to which Its member States 
have transferred competerK» In resped of matters 
governed by this Convention tmd which has been 
duly authorised. In accordance with Its Internal pro­
cedures, to sign, ratify, accept, approve or accede to 
It

■Sustainable use' means the use of compo­
nents of biological diversity In a way, and at a rats 
that does not lead to the long-term decline of biolo­
gical diversity, thereby maintaining Its potential to 
meet the needs and aspirations of present and 
future generations.

Technology' Indudes biotechnology.

Article 3.

Prtnclptas

States have. In acosrdanca with the Charter of 
the United Nations arxl the prindples of International 
law. the sovereign right to exploit their own resour-

0378-777X/90/$3.50 © 1992 lOS B.V.



Environmental Policy and Law, 2214 (1992) Em

C8S pursuant to their own environmental policies, 
and the responsibility to ensure that activities within 
their jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to 
the environment of other States or of areas beyond 
the limits of national jurisdiction.

Arllcia 4.

Jurtodicllonal Scope

Subject to the rights of other States, and except 
as othetwlse expressly provided In this Convention, 
the provisions of this Convention apply. In relation to 
each Contracting Party:

(a) In the case of components of biological 
diversity. In areas within the limits of Its national juris­
diction; and

(b) In the case of processes and activltlos. re­
gardless of where their effects occur, carried out 
under Its jurisdiction or control, within the area of Its 
national jurisdiction or beyond the limits of national 
jurisdiction.

Article 5.

Cooperation

Each Contracting Patty shall, as far as possible 
and as appropriate, cooperate with other Contrac­
ting Parties, directly or, whore appropriate, through 
competent International organisations. In respect of 
areas beyond national jurisdiction and on other 
matters of mutual Interest, for the consenration arxl 
sustainable use of biological diversity.

Article 6.

General Measures lor Conservation and 
Sustainable Use

Each Contracting Party shall. In accordance 
with Its particular conditions and capabilities:

(a) Develop national strategies, plans or pro­
grammes for the conseivallon and sustainabla use 
of biological diversity or adapt for this purpose exi­
sting strategies, plans or programmes which shall 
reflect. Inter ala. the measures set out In this Con­

vention relevant to the Contracting Party concerned; 
and

(b) Integrate, as far as possible and as 
approprlate’the consenration and sustainable use 
of biological diversity Into relevant sectoral or cross- 
sectoral plans, programmes and policies.

Article 7.

Identification and Monitoring

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible 
and as appropriate. In particular for the purposes of 
Articles 8 to 10;

(aj Identify components of biological diversity 
Important for Its conservation and sustainable use 
having regard to the Indicative list of categories set 
down In Annex I;

(bj pylonltor through sampling and other techni­
ques, the components of biological diversity Identi­
fied pursuant to subparagraph (aj above, paying 
particular attention to those requiring urgent conser­
vation measures arxl those which offer the greatest 
potential for sustainable use;

(c) Identify processes and categories of activi­
ties which have or are likely to have significant 
adverse impacts on the conservation and sustaina­
ble use of biological diversity, and monitor their 
effects through sampling and other techniques; and

(d) Maintain and organise by any mechanism 
data derived from Identification and monitoring acti­
vities pursuant to subparagraphs (aj, (bJ and (cj 
above.

Articles.

Irvaltu Conservation

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible 
and as appropriate;

(a) Establish a system of protected areas or 
areas where special measures need to be taken to 
consenre biological diversity;

(bj Develop, where necessary, guidelines for 
the selection, establishment arxl martagemant of 
protected areas or areas where special measures 
need to be taken to conserve biological diversity;

. IlllS

Coartesy : Intemitionil Henld Tribune

(c) Regulate or manage biological resources 
Important for the ctxiservation of biological diversity 
whether within or outside protected areas with a 
view to ensuring their consenration and sustainable 
use;

(d) Promote the protection of ecosystems, 
natural habitats and the malntenarx:e of viable popu­
lations of species In natural surroundings;

(e) Promote environmentally sound and sustai­
nable development In areas adjacent to protected 
areas with a view to furthering protection of these 
areas;

(f) Rehabilitate and restore degraded ecosy­
stems and promote the recovery of threatened 
species. Inter ala, through the development and Im­
plementation of plans or other management strate­
gies;

(g) Establish or maintain means to regulate, 
manage or control the risks associated with the use 
and release of living nxxlifled organisms resulting 
from biotechnology which are likely to have adverse 
environmental Impacts that could affect the conser­
vation and sustainable use of biological diversity, 
taking also Into account the risks to human health;

(hj Revent the Introduction of, control or eradi­
cate those alien species which threaten ecosy­
stems, habitats or spades;

(I) Endeavour to provide the conditions needed 
for compatibility between present uses and the con­
servation of biologicat diversity and the sustainable 
use of Its components;

Q) Subjed to Its national legislation, respect, 
preserve and maintain knowledga. Innovations and 
practices of Indigenous and local communities 
embodying traditional lifestyles relevant for the 
consenration arxl sustainable use of biological di­
versity and promote their wider application with the 
approval and Involvement of the holders of such 
knowledge. Innovations and practices and encoura­
ge the equitable sharing of the benefits arising from 
the utilisation of such knowledge, innovations and 
practices;

(k) Develop or maintain necessary legislation 
and/or other regulatory provisions for the protection 
of threatened species and populations;

(Ij Where a significant adverse effect on biolo­
gical diversity has been determined pursuant to 
Article 7. regulate or manage the relevant processes 
arxl categories of activities; and

(m) Cooperate In providing financial and other 
support for In-situ conservation outlined In subpara­
graphs (a) to (IJ above, particularly to developing 
countries.

Article 9.

Ex-aHu Coneervatlon

Each Contracting Party shall, as far as possible 
and as appropriate, arxl predominantly for the pur­
pose of complementing In-situ measures;

(a) Adopt measures foe the ex-situ conserva­
tion of components of biological diversity, preferably 
In the country of origin of such components;

(b) Establish and maintain facilities for ex-sItu 
conservation of and research on plants. animals and 
micro-organisms preferably In the country of origin 
of genetic resources;

(c) Adopt measures for the recovery and reha­
bilitation of threatened spades and for their reintro­
duction Into their natural habitats under appropriate 
conditions I

(d) Regulate and manage coHection of biologi­
cal resources from natural habitats for ex-sItu corv 
servation purposes so as not to threaten ecosy­
stems and In-situ populations of species except 
where spedal temporary ex-sItu measures are 
required under subparagraph (cj above; and

(ej Cooperate In providing financial and other 
support for ex-situ conservation outlined In subpara- 
gra^s (a) to (dj above and in the establishment and 
maintenance of ex-sltu conservation facilities In de­
veloping countries.

Sus

anc
natii

blolc
Imp:

bloK
cult
tion

imp
bioli

vert
lopi
sou

anc
sou
sen
biol

sdi
me
sus
net
trai
trie

cor
of
cot
the
of
Sc

18
sci
de
bis

till
th
Pf
ti-

te
ec
wi
bl



»s
1/
IS.

m-

ai-
od
se

jy-

ed
fTV
\9-

ite,
ise
ng
rse
er-
tty.
tfi;
idh
»y-

led
on-
tXe

>ci,
ind
des
the
dl-
ihe
jch
jra-
•om
and

tton
ton

ok>- 
t to 
■ses

ther
ara-
Ding

sible
pur-

irva-
aWy

-«ltu
:and
rigin

eha-
ntro-
<1ate

togl-
COfl-

osy-
cept

are

Khar
»ra-
tand
nde-

Aitlele 10.

Sustainable Usa ol Components of Biological
Diversity

Each Contracting Party shall, as tar as possible 
and as appropriate:

(a) Integrate consideration ol the conservation 
and sustainable use ol biological resources into 
national dedslon-maMng

(b) Adopt measures relating to the use ol 
biological resources to avoid or minimize adverse 
Impacts on biological diversity

(c) Protea and encourage customary use ol 
biological resources In accordance with traditional 
cultural practices lhatare compatibis with conserva­
tion or sustainable use requirements;

(d) Support local populations to develop and 
Implement remedial action In degraded areas where 
biological diversity has been reduced; and

(e) Encourage cooperation between Its go­
vernmental authorltiesand Its private sector In deve­
loping methods lor sustainable use of biological re­
sources.

Article 11.

Incentive Measures

Each Contracting Party shall. as far as possible 
and as appropriate adopt economically and socially 
sound measures that aa as Incentives tor the con- 
senration and sustainable use of components of 
biological diversity.

Ai1lela12.

Research and Training

The Contracting Parties, taMng Into account the 
special needs of developing countries, shall;

(a) Establish and maintain programmes for 
scientific and technical education and training In 
measures for the Identification, conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity and Its compo­
nents and provide suppon for such education and 
training for the specific needs of developing coun­
tries;

(b) Promote and encourage research which 
contributes to the conservation and sustainable use 
of biological diversity, particularly In developing 
countries. Inter alia. In accordance with decisions of 
the Conference of the Parties taken In consequence 
ol recommendations of the Subsidiary Body on 
Sdentilic. Technical and Technological Advice; and

(c) In keeping with the provisions of Articles 16, 
18 and 20, pronx)te and cooperate In the use of 
sdentilic advances In biological diversity research In 
developing methods lor conservation and sustaina­
ble use of biological resources.

Article 13.

Public Education and Awaranaas

The Contracting Parties shall;
(a) Promote and encourage understanding of 

the Importance ol. and the measures required for, 
the conservation of biological diversity, as well as Its 
propagation through media, and ttie inclusion of 
these topics In educational programmes; and

(b) Cooperate, as appropriate, with other Sta­
tes and International organisations In developing 
educational attd public awareness programmes, 
with respea to conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity.

ArtIcIsK.

Impact Aasassmant and Minimizing Adverse 
Impacts

1. Each Contracting Party, as far as possible

and as appropriate, shall:
(a) Introduce appropriate procedures requiring 

environmental Impaa assessment of Its proposed 
projects that are likely to have significant adverse 
effects on biological diversity with a view to avoiding 
or minimizing such effects and. where appropriate, 
allow lor public participation In such procedures:

(b) Introduce appropriate arrangements to 
ensure that the environmental consequences of Its 
programmes and policies that are likely to have sig­
nificant adverse Impacts on biological diversity are 
duly taken Into account;

(c) Promote, on the basis of reciprocity, notifi­
cation, exchange ol Information and consultation on 
activities under their Jurisdiction or control which are 
likely signllicantiy to affea adversely tiie biological 
diversity of other States or ar^ beyond the limits of 
national jurisdiction, by encouraging the conclusion 
ol bilateral, regional or multilateral arrangements as 
appropriate;

(d) In the case of Imminent or grave danger or 
dam^e originating under Its Jurisdiction or control to 
biological diversity within the area under Jurisdiction 
ol other States or In areas beyond the Hmlts of 
national Jurisdiction, notify Immediately the potential­
ly alfeaed States ol such danger or damage, as well 
as Initiate action to prevent or minimize such danger 
or damage;

(e) Promote national arrangements for emer­
gency responses to activities or events, whether 
caused naturally or othenwise, which present a 
grave and Imminent danger to biological diversity 
and encourage International cooperation to supple­
ment such national efforts and, where appropriate 
and agreed by the States or regional economic 
Integration organisations concerned, to establish 
Joint oontingency plans.

2. The Conference of the Parties shall exami­
ne, on the basis ol studies to be carried out, the Issue 
ol liability and redress. Including restoration and 
compensation, lor damage to biological diversity, 
except where such liability Is a purely internal matter.

Article 15.

Accau to Oenetle Resources

1. Recognising the sovereign rights of States 
over their natural resources, the authority to deter­
mine access to genetic resources rests with the 
national governments and Is subjea to national 
legislation.

2. Each Contracting Party shall endeavour to 
aeate conditions to facilitate access to genetic 
resources for environmentally sound uses by other 
Contracting Parties and not to Impose restrictions 
that run counter to the objectives of this Convention.

3. For the purpose of this Convention, the 
genetic resources being provided by a Contracting 
Party, as referred to in this Article arxl Articles 16 and 
19. are only those that are provided by Contracting 
Parties that are countries of origin of such resources 
or by the Parties that have acquired the genetic 
resources In accordance with this Convention.

4. Access, vrhere granted, shall be on mutually 
s«reed terms and subjea to the provisions of this 
Article.

5. Access to genetic resources shall be subjea 
to prior Informed consent of the Contracting Party 
providing such resources, unless otherwise deter­
mined by that Party.

6. Each Contracting Party shall endeavour to 
develop and carry out scientific research based on 
genetic resources provided by other Contracting 
Parties with the lull participation of, and where pos- 
slbls In, such Contracting Parties.

7. Each Contracting Party shall take legislative, 
administrative or policy measures, as appropriate, 
and In accordance with Articles 16 arxll 9 and where 
necessary through the financial mechanism esta­
blished by Articles 20 and 21 with the aim of sharing 
In a fair and equitable way the results ol research 
and development and the benefits arising from the

commercial and other utilisation of genetic resour­
ces with the Contracting Party providing such re­
sources. Such sharing shall be upon mutually 
agreed terms.

Article 16.

Access to and Transfer of Technology

1. Each Contracting Patty, recognising that 
technology Includes biotechnology, and that both 
access to and transfer ol technology among 
Contracting Parties are essential elements lor the 
attainment ol the objectives of this Convention, un­
dertakes subject to the provisions of this Article to 
provide andfor lacilltata access for and transfer to 
other Contracting Parties of technologies that are 
relevant to the conservation and sustainable use of 
biological diversity or make use of geneticresourcas 
and do not cause significant damage to the envlrotv 
menu

2. Access to and transfer of technology refer­
red to In paragraph 1 above to developing countries 
shall be provided and/or facUltated under lair and 
most favourable terms. Including on concessional 
and preferential terms where mutually agreed, arxl 
where necessary In accordance with the financial 
mechanism established by Articles 20 and 21. In the 
case of technology subjea to patents and other In­
tellectual property rights, such access and transfer 
shall be provided on terms which recognise and are 
consistent with the adequate and effective protec­
tion of Intellectual property rights. The application of 
this paragraph shall be consistent with paragraphs 
3,4 and 5 below.

3. Each Contracting Party shall take legislative,
administrative or policy measures, as appropriate, 
with the aim that Contracting Parties, In particular 
those that are devetoping countries, which provide 
genetic resources are provided access to and trans­
fer of technology which makes use of those resour­
ces, on mutually agreed terms. Including technology 
proteaed by patents and other Intellectual property 
rights, where necessary through the provisions of 
Articles 20 and 21 and In accordance with Internatio­
nal law and consistent with paragraphs 4 and 5 
below. \

4. Each Contracting Party shaH take legislati­
ve, administrative or policy measures, as appropria­
te. with the aim that tiie private sector fadlltates 
access to. Joint development and transfer of techno­
logy referred to In paragraph 1 above for the benefit 
of both governmental Institutions and the private 
sector of developing countries and In this regard 
shall abide by the obligations Induded In paragraphs 
1,2 and 3 above.

5. The Contracting Parties, recognising that 
patents and other Intellectual property rights may 
have an Influence on the Imjilementaaon of this 
Convention, shall cooperate In this regard subjea to 
national legislation and international law In order to 
ensure that such rights are supportive of and do not 
nrn counter to Its objectives.

Article 17.

Exchange of Information

1. The Contracting Parties shall facflitate 
the exchange ol Information, from 611 publicly avail­
able sources, relevant to the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity, taking Into 
account the special needs of developing coun­
tries.

2. Such exchange of information shall In­
clude exchange of results of technical, saentiflc 
and socio-economic research, as well as Informa­
tion on training and surveying programmes, spe­
cialised knowledge. Indigenous and traditional 
knowledge as such and In combination with the 
technologies referred to In Article 16, paragraph 
1. It shall also, where feasible. Indude repatriation 
of Information.
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ArtIctolS.

Tachnical and Sdantlflc Cooparatlon

1. The Contracting Parties shall promote Inter­
national technical and sdenttflc cooperation In the 
(laid o( conservation and sustainable use of biologi­
cal diversity, where necessaiy through the appro­
priate International and national Institutions.

2. Each Contracting Party shall promote tech­
nical and sdantlflc cooperation with other Contrac­
ting Parties, m particular developing countries. In 
Implemeniing this Convention, Inter alia, through the 
development and Implementation of national polt- 
des. In promoting such cooperation, special atten­
tion should be given to the developmant and streng­
thening of national capabilities, by means of human 
resources development and Institution building.

3. The Conference of the Parties, at Its first 
meeting, shalldetamilnehaw to establish adearlng- 
housa mechanism to promote and fadlltate techni­
cal and sdantlflc cooperation.

4. The Contracting Parties shall, m accordan­
ce with national legislation and polldes, encourage 
and develop methods of cooperation for the deve­
lopment and use of technologies, Induding Indige­
nous and traditional technologies. In pursuance of 
the objectives of this Convention. For this purpose, 
the Contracting Parties shall also promote coopera­
tion In the training of personnel and exchange of 
experts.

5. The Contracting Parties shall, subjed to 
mutual agreement, promote the establishment of 
Joint research programmes and joint ventures (or the 
development of technologies relevant to the objecti­
ves of Alls Convention.

Article 19.

Handling el Bletechnolegy and DMrlbutlon ol 
Its Benellts

1. Each Contracting Parties shall take leglsla- 
itva. administrative or poUcy measures, as appro­
priate, to provide lor the eflecttve partidpailon In bio­
technological research acttvttles by those Contrac­
ting Partlas, especially developing countries, which 
provide the genetic resources (or such research, 
and where feasible In such Contracting Parties.

2. Each Contracting Party shall take all 
practicable measures to promote and advance prio­
rity access on a lair and equitable basis by Contrac- 
ttrig Partiss, especially developing countries, to the 
results and benefits arising from biotechnologies 
based upon genetic resources provided by those 
Contracting Parties. Such access shall be on mu­
tually agreed terms.

3. The Parties shall consider the need lor and 
modalltlss of a protocol setting out appropriate pro­
cedures Including, In particular, advance Informed 
agreement. In the Held of the sale transfer, handling 
and use o( any flvlng modified organism resulting 
from biotsctinology that may have adverse effect on 
the conservation and sustainable use ol biological 
diversity.

4. Each Contracting Party shall, directly or by 
requiring any natural or legal person under Its Jurts- 
dlciion providing the organisms referred to In para­
graph 3 above, provide any available Information 
about the use and safety regulations required by that 
Conoacllng Party In handling such organisms, as 
wefl as any available Information on the potential 
adverse Impanof the specific organisms concerned 
to the Contracting Party Into which those organisms 
are to be Introduced.

Article 20.

Rnanclal Resources

1. Each Contracting Party undertakes to pro­
vide, In SKXxxdance with Its capabilities, financial 
support and Incentives In respect of those national

activities which are Intended to achieve the objecti­
ves of this Convention. In accordance with Its natio­
nal plans, priorities and programmes.

2. The developed country Parties shall provide 
new and additional financial resources to enable de­
veloping country Parties to meet the agreed lull In­
cremental costs to them of Implementing measures 
which fulfil the obligations of this Convention and to 
benefit from Its provisions and which costs are 
agreed between a developing country Party and the 
institutional sDucture referred to In Article 21, In 
accordance with policy, strategy, programme priori­
ties and eligIbIHty criteria and an Indicative list of 
hcremental costs established by the Conference ol 
the Parties. Other Parties, Including countries un­
dergoing the process of transition to a market eco- 1 
nomy, may voluntarily assume the obligations of the ' 
developed country Parties. For the purpose of this 
Articie, the Conference of the Parties, shall at Its first 
meeting establish a list of developed country Parties 
and other Parties which voluntarily assume the 
obligations of the developed country Parties. The 
Conference of the Parties shall periodically review 
and If necessary amend the list Contributions from 
other countries and sources on a voluntary basis 
would also be encouraged. The Implementation of 
those commitments shall take Into account the need 
for adequacy, predictability and timely flow of funds 
and the Importance of burden-sharing among the 
contributing Parties Induded In the list.

3. The developed country Parties may also 
provide, and developing country Parties avail them­
selves of. financial resources related to the Imple­
mentation of this Convention through bllateral, regio­
nal and other multilateial channels.

4. The extent to which developing country 
Parties will effectively Implement their commitments 
under the Convention will depend on the effective 
Implementation by developed country Parties of 
their commitments under the Convention related to 
flnandal resources and transfer of technology and 
will taka fully Into account the tact that economic and 
social development and eradication of poverty are 
the first and overriding priorities of the devel^ng 
country Parties.

5. The Parties shall take full account ol the 
spectflc needs and special situation of least develo­
ped countries In their actions with regard to funding 
and transfer of technology.

6. The Contracting Parties shall also take Into 
consideration the special conditions resulting from 
the dependence on distribution and location of biolo­
gical diversity within developing country Parties. In 
particular small Island States.

7. Consideration shall also be given to the 
special situation of developing countries. Including 
those that are most environmentally vulnerable, 
such as those with, arid and semi-arld zones, coa­
stal and mountainous areas.

Article 21.

Rnanclal Machanlam

1. Thereshallbeamechanlsmfortheprovlsion 
of financial resources tti developing country Parties 
(or purposes of this Convention on a grant or con­
cessional basis the essential elements of which are 
described In this Article. The mechanism shall 
(unction under the authority and guidance of, and be 
accountable to. me Conterence ol the Parties tor 
purposes of this Convention. The operations of the 
mechanism shall be carried out by such Institutional 
structure as may be decided upon by the Conferen­
ce of the Parties at Its first meeting. For purposes ol 
this Convention, the Conference of the Parties shall 
[determine the policy, strategy, programme priorities 

eligIbIHty criteria relating to the access to and 
llsation of such resources. The contributions shall 
such as to take Into account the need tor predlc- 
llty, adequacy and timely flowof IutkIs referred to 

Article 20 In accordance with the amount of 
needed to be decided periodically by the

Conference of the Parties and the Importance of 
burden-sharing among the contributing Parties In­
cluded In the Ust referred to In Article 20, paragraph 
2. Voluntary contributions may also be made by the 
developed country Parties and by other countries 
and sources. The mechanism shall operate within a 
democratic and transparent system of governance.

2. Pursuant to the objectives of this Conven­
tion, the Conference ol the Parties shall at Its first 
meeting determine the policy, strategy and pro­
gramme priorities, as well as detailed criteria and 
guidelines for eligibility for access to and utilisation of 
the financial resources Including monitoring and 
evaluation on a regular basis of such utilisation. The 
Conference of the Parties shall decide on the arran­
gements to give effect to paragraph 1 above after 
consultation with the Institutional structure entrusted 
with the operation of the financial mechanism.

3. The Conference of the Parties shall review 
the effectiveness of the mechanism established 
under this Article, Including the criteria and guideli­
nes referred to In paragraph 2 above, not less than 
two years after the entry Into force of this Convention 
and thereafter on a regular basis. Based on such 
review. It shall take appropriate action to Improve the 
effectiveness of the mechanism if necessary.

4. The Contracting Parties shall consider 
strengthening existing financial Institutions to provi­
de financial resources for the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity.

Article 22.

Relationship with Other International 
Conventions

1. The provisions of the present Convention 
shall not affect the rights and obligations of any Con­
tracting Party deriving from any existing Internatio­
nal agreement, except where the exercise of those 
rights arxJ obligations would cause serious damage 
or a threat to biological diversity.

2. Contracting Parties shall Implement this 
convention with respect to the marine environment 
consistently with the rights and obligations of States 
under the law ol the sea.

Article 23.

Conterence ol the Parties

1. A Conference of the Parties Is hereby esta­
blished. The first meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties shall be convened by the Executive Director 
of the United Nations Environment Programme not 
later than one year after the entry Into force ol this 
Convention. Thereafter, ordinary meetings ol the 
Conference of the Parties shall be held at regular kv 
lervals to be determined by the Conterence at Its first 
meeting.

2. Extraordinary meetingsofthe Conference of 
the Parties shall be held at suph other times as may 
be deemed necessary by the Conference, or at the 
written request ol any Party, provided that, within six 
months ol the request being communicated to them 
by the Seaetariat, It Is supported by at least one third 
of the Parties.

3. The Conference of the Parties shall by con­
sensus agree upon and adopt rules ol procedure lor 
Itself and for any subsidiary body It may establish, as 
well as financial roles governing the funding of the 
Secretariat. At each ordinary meeting. It shall adopt 
a budget tor the financial period until the next ordina­
ry meeting.

4. The Conference of the Parties shall keep 
under review the Implementation of the present Con­
vention, and, lor this purpose, shall:

(a) Establish the form and the intenrals tor 
transmitting the Information to be submitted in accor­
dance with Article 26 and consider such Information 
as well as reports submitted by any subsidiary body;

(b) Review scientific, technical and technologi­
cal advice on biological diversity provided in acoord-
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(c) Consider and adopt, as required, protocols 

In accordance with Ardde 26;
(d) Consider and adopt, as required. In accor­

dance with Articles 29 and 30. amendments to this 
Convention and Its annexes;

(a) Consider amerxfments to any protocol, as 
well as to any annexes therato, arxl. If so decided, re­
commend their adoption to tha pardas to the protocol 
concerned;

(f) Consider arxf adopt, as required. In accor­
dance with Article 30. additional annexes to this 
Convention;

(g) Establish such subsidiary bodies, particu­
larly to provide scientific and technical advice, as are 
deemed necessary for the Implementation of this 
Convention;

(h) Contact, through the Seaetarlat, the execu­
tive bodies of conventions dealing with matters 
covered by this Convention vrlth a view to establis­
hing appropriate forms of cooperation with them; 
and

(I) Consider and undertake any additional ac­
tion that may be required for the achievement of the 
purposes of this Convention In the light of experien­
ce gained In Its operation.

S. The United Nations. Its specialised agencies 
and the International Atomic Energy Agency, as well 
as any State not Party to this Convention, may be re­
presented as observers at meetings of the Confe­
rence of the Parties. Any other body or agency, 
whether governmental or non-governmental, quali- 
tied In fields relating to conservation and sustainable 
use of biological diversity which has Informed the 
Secretariat of its wish to be represented as an 
observer at a meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties, may be admitted unless at least one third of 
the Parties present object The admission and 
participation of obsenrers shall be subjea to the 
mles of procedure adopted by the Conference of the 
Parties.

Aitlela 24.

Secretariat

1. A secretariat Is hereby established. Its 
functions shall be:

(a) To arrange for and senrica meetings of the 
Conference of the Parties provided tor In Article 23;

(b) To perform the functions assigned to It by 
any protocol;

(c) To prepare reports on the execution of Its 
functions under this Convention and present them to 
the Conference of the Parties;

(d) To coordinate with other relevant Intemaao- 
nal bodies, and In particular to enter Into such 
administrative and contractual arrangements as 
may be required for the effective discharge of Its 
functions; and

(e) To perform such other functions as may be 
determined by the Conference of the Parties.

2. At its first ordinary meeting, the Conference 
of the Parties shall designate the secretariat from 
amongst those existing competent International or­
ganisations which have signified their willingness to 
carry out the secretariat functions under this Con­
vention.

Article 25.

Subsidiary Body on Scientific, Technical and 
Technological Advice

1. A subsidiary body for the provision of 
scientific, technical and technological advice Is 
hereby established to provide the Conference of the 
Parties and. as appropriate, its other subsidiary 
bodies with timely advice relating to the Implementa­
tion of this Convention. This body shall be open to 
participation by all Parties and shall be multidiscipli­
nary. It shall comprise government representatives 
competent In the relevant field of expertise. It shall

report regularly to the Conference of the Parties on 
all aspects of Its work.

2. Under the authority of and In accordance 
with guidelines laid down by the Conference of the 
Parties, and. upon Its request, this body shall:

(a) Provide scientific and technical assess­
ments of the status of biological diversity;

(b) Prepare scientific and technical assess­
ments of the effects of types of measures taken In 
accordance with the provisions of this Convention;

(c) Identify Innovative, efficient and state-of- 
the-art technologlas and know-how relating to tha 
conservation and sustainable use of biological di­
versity and advise on the ways and means of promo­
ting dovelopment and/or transferring such technolo­
gies;

(d) Provide advice on identific programmes 
and International cooperatloh in research and deve- 
lopmant related to conservation and sustainaWe use 
of biological diversity; and

(e) Respond to sdentific, technical, technologi­
cal and methodological questions that the Confererv 
ce of the Parties and Its subsidiary bodies may put to 
the body.

3. The functions, terms of reference, organisa­
tion and operation of this body may bo further elabo­
rated by the Conference of the Parties.

Article 26.
Reports

Each Contracting Party shall, at Intervals to be 
determined by the Conference of the Parties, pre­
sent to the Conference of the Parties, reports on 
measures which It has taken for the Implementation 
of the provisions of this Convention and their effec­
tiveness In meeting the objectives of this Conven­
tion,

Article 27.

Settlement of Disputes

1. intheeventofadisputebetweenContrac- 
ting Parties concerning the Interpretation or applica­
tion of this Convention, the parties concerned shall 
seek solution by negotiation.

2. Ifthepaniesconcemedcannotreachagree- 
ment by negotiation, they may jointly seek the good 
offices of or request mediation by, a third party.

3. When ratifying, accepting, approving or ac­
ceding to this Convention, or at any time thereafter, 
a State or regional economic Integration organisa­
tion may declare in writing to the Depositary that for 
adlspute not resolved In accordance with paragraph
I or paragraph 2 above. It accepts one or both of the 
following means of dispute settlement as compulso-
fy:

(a) Arbitration In accordance with the procedu­
re laid down in Part 1 of Annex II;

(b) Submission of the dispute to the Internatio­
nal Court ofjusllce.

4. If the parties to the dispute have not. In ac­
cordance with paragraph 3 above, accepted the 
same or any procedure, the dispute shall be submit­
ted to conciliation In accordance with Part 2 of Annex
II unless the parties otherwise agree.

5. The provisions of this Article shall apply with 
respect to any protocol except as otherwise provi­
ded In the protocol concerned.

Article 28.

Adoption of Protocols

1. The Contracting Parties shall cooperate in 
the formulation and adoption of protocols to this 
Convention.

2. Protocols shall be adopted at a meeting of 
the Confererk» of the Parties.

3. The text of any proposed protocol shall be 
communicated to the Contracting Parties by the

Secretariat at least six months before such a meet­
ing.

Article 29.

Amendment of the Convention or Protocols

1. AmendmentstothlsConventionmaybepro- 
posed by any Contracting Party. Amendments to 
any protocol may bo proposed by any Party to that 
protocol.

2. Amendments to this Convention shall be 
adopted at a meeting of the Conference of the 
Parties. Amendments to any protocol shall be adop­
ted at a meeting of the Parties to the Protocol In 
question. The text of any proposed amendment to 
this Convention or to any protocol, except as may 
otherwise be provided In such protocol, shall be 
communicated to the Parties to the Instrument In 
question by the secretariat at least six months befo­
re the meeting at which It is proposed for adoption. 
The seaetarlat shall also communicate proposed 
amendments to the signatories to this Convention 
kx Information.

3. The Parties shall make every effort to reach 
agreement on any proposed amendment to this 
Convention a to any protocol by consensus. If all 
efforts at consensus have been exhausted, and no 
agreement reached, tha amendment shall as a last 
resort be adopted by a two-third majority vote of the 
Parties to the Instrument In question present and 
voting at the meeting, and shall be submitted by the 
Depositary to all Parties fa ratification, acceptance 
a approval.

4. Ratification, acceptance a approval of 
amendments shall be notified to the Depositary In 
writing. Amendments adopted In accordance with 
paragraph 3 above shall enter Into force among 
Parties having accepted them on the ninetieth day 
after the d eposi t of instmmen ts of ratification. accep­
tance a approval by at least two thirds of the 
Contracting Parties to this Convention a of the 
Parties to the protocol concerned, except as may 
otherwise be provided In such protocol. Thereafter 
the amendments shall enter into face for any other 
Party on tha ninetieth day afta that Party deposits Its 
Instrument of ratification, acceptance a approval of 
the amendments.

5. Fa the purposes of this Article, •Parties 
present and voting' moans Parties present and 
casting an affirmative a negative vote.

Article 30.

Adoption and Amendment of Annexes

1. The annexes to this Convention a to any 
protocol shall lam an Integral part of this Convention 
a of such protocol, as the case may bo. and. unless 
expressly provided othenwise, a refaenca to this 
Convention a Its protocols constitutes at the same 
time a reference to any annexes thaoto. Such 
annexes shall be restricted to procedural, scientific, 
technical and administrative matters.

2. Except as may be othenwise provided In any 
protocol with respect to Its annexes, the following 
procedure shall apply to the proposal, adoption and 
entry Into force of additional annexes to this Conven­
tion or of annexes to any protocol:

(a) Annexes to this Convention a to any 
protocol shall be proposed and adopted according to 
the procedure laid down In Article 29;

(b) Any Party that is unable to approve an
additional annex to this Convention a an annax to 
any protocol to which It Is Party shall so notify the 
Depositary, in writing, within one year from the date 
of the communication of the adoption by the Depo­
sitary. The Depositary Shan without delay notify aR 
Parties of any such notification received. A Party 
may at any time withdraw a previous declaration of 
objection and the annexes shall thereupon enter Into 
lace fa that Party subjea to subparagraph (c) 
below; »•
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(c) On the expiry of one year from the date of 
the communication of the adoption by the Deposita­
ry, the annex shall enter Into force for all Parties to 
this Convention or to any protocol ooncornad which 
have not submitted a notllicatlon In accordance with 
the provisions of subparagraph (b) above.

3. The proposal, adoption and enoy Into force 
of amendments to annexes to this Convention or to 
any protocol shall be subject to the same procedure 
as (or the proposal, adoption and entry Into force of 
annexes to the Cotwentlon or annexes to any proto­
col.

4. If an additional annex or an amendment to 
an annex Is related to an amendment to this Conven­
tion or to any protocol, ihe additional annex or 
amendment shall not enter Inc force until such time 
as the amendment to this Convention or to the 
protocol concerned enters Into force.

Article 31.

Right to Vote

1. Except as provided for In paragraph 2 below, 
each Contracting Party to this Convention or to any 
protocol shall have one vote.

2. Reglortal ecorvxnic Integration organisa­
tions, In matters wtthin their competence, shall exer­
cise their right to vote with a number of votes equal 
to the number of their member States which are Con­
tracting Parties to the Convention or the relevant 
protocol. Such organlsatlonsshall not exercise their 
right to vote If their member States exercise theirs, 
and vice versa.

Article 32.

Relationship between this Convention and tts
Protocols

1. A State or a regional economic Integration 
organisation may not become a Party to a protocol 
unless It is, or becomes at the same time, a Contrac­
ting Party to this Convention.

2. Decisions under any protocol shall be taken 
only by the Parties to the protocol concerned. Any

“If it were only so easy !“

Contracting Party that has not ratified, accepted or 
approved a protocol may participate as an observer 
In any meeting of the parties to that protocol.

Article 33.

Signature

This Convention shall be open for signature at 
Rio de Janeiro by all States and any regional econo­
mic Integration organisation from 5 olJune 1992 until

Article 34.

Ratlflcatlon, Acceptance or Approval

1. This Convention and any protocol shall be 
subject to ratification, acceptance or approval by 
States and by regional economic Integration organi­
sations. Instruments of ratification, acceptarv» or 
approval shall be deposited with the Depositary.

2. Any organisation referred to In paragraph 1 
above which becomes a Contracting Party to this 
Convention or any protocol without any of Its mem­
ber States being a Contracting Party shall be bound 
by all the obligations under the Convention or the 
protocol, as the case may be. In the case of such or­
ganisations, one or more of whose member States 
Is a Contracting Party to the Convention or relevant 
protocol, the organisation and Its member States 
shall decide on their respective responsibilities lor 
the performance of their obligations under the Con­
vention or protocol, as the'case may be. In such 
cases, the organisation and the member States shall 
not be entitled to exercise rights under the Conven­
tion or relevant protocol concurrently.

3. In their Instruments of ratification, acceptarv- 
ce or approval, the organisations referred to In 
paragraph 1 above shall declare the extent of their 
competence with respea to the maners governed 
by the Convention or the relevant protocol. These 
organisations shall also inform the Depositary of any 
rel evant modification in the extent of their competen- 
06;

* See also page 206

Article 35.

Accession

I
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1. This Convention and any protocol shall be 
open for accession by States and by regional econo­
mic Integration organisations from the date on which 
the Convention or the protocol concerned is closed 
tor signature. The Instruments of accession shall be 
deposited vdth the Depositary.

2. In their Instruments of accession, the orga­
nisations referred to in paragraph 1 above shall 
declare the extent of their competence with respect 
to the matters governed by the Convention or the 
relevant protocol. These organisations shall also 
Inform the Depositary of any relevant modification In 
the extant of their competence.

3. The provisions of Article 34, paragraph 2, 
shall apply to regional economic Integration organi­
sations which accede to this Convention or any 
protocol.

Article 36.

Entry Into Force

1. This Convention shall enter into force on the 
ninetieth day alter the date of deposit of the thirtieth 
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or 
accession.

2. Any protocol shall enter Into force on the 
ninetieth day after the data of deposit of the number 
of Instruments of ratificaiion, acceptance, approval 
or accession, specified in that protocol, has been de­
posited.

3. For each Contracting Party which ratifies, 
accepts or approves this convention or accedes 
thereto after the deposit of the thirtieth instwmant of 
ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, it 
shall enter Into force on the ninetieth day after the 
date of deposit by such Contracting Party of Its 
Instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or 
accession.

4. Any protocol, except as otherwise provided 
In such protocol, shall enter Into force for a Contrac­
ting Party that ratifies, accepts or approves that 
protocol or accedes thereto after Its entry Into force 
pursuant to paragraph 2 above, on the ninetieth day 
altar the date on which that Contracting Party depo­
sits its Instiument of ratification, acceptance, appro­
val or accession, or on the date on which the Con­
vention enters Into force for that Contracting Party, 
whichever shall be the later.

5. For the purposes of paragraphs 1 and 2 
above, any Instrument deposited by a regional 
economic Integration organisation shall not be coun­
ted as additional to those deposited by member 
States of such organisation.

Article 37.

Reserve tlone

No reservations may be made to this Conven­
tion.

Article 38.

Withdrawals

1. At any time after two years from the date on 
which the present Convention has entered Into force 
for a Contracting Party, that Contracting Party may 
withdraw from the Convention by giving written no­
tification to the Depositary.

2. Any such withdrawal shall take place upon 
expiry of one year after the date of Its receipt by the 
Depositary, or on such later date as may be speci­
fied in the notification of the withdrawal.

3. Any Contracting Party which withdraws from 
this Convention shall be considered as also having 
withdrawn from any protocol to which it is party.
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Alticia 39.

Financial Interim Arrangements

Provided that It has been fully restructured In 
accordance with the requirements of Article 21. the 
Global Environment Facility of the United Nations 
Development Programme, the United Nations Envi­
ronment Programme and the International Bank lor 
Reoonstnjction and Development shall be the Insti­
tutional stnjcture referred to In Ardde 21 on an 
Interim basis for the period between the entry Into 
force of this Convention arvl the first meeting of the 
Conference of the Parties or until the Conference of 
the Parties decides which Institutional structure will 
be designated In accordance with Article 21.

Article 40.

Secretariat Interim Arrangements

The seaetarlat to be provided by the Executive 
Director of the United Nations Environment Pro­
gramme shall be the seaetarlat referred to In Article 
24. paragraph 2. on an Interim btisis tor the period 
between the entry Into force of this Convention and 
the first meeting of the Conference of the Parties.

Article 41.

Depositary

The Seaetary-GenersU of the United Nations 
shall assume the functions of Depositary of this Con­
vention and any protocols.

Article 42.

Authentic Texts

The original of this Convention, of which the 
Arabic. Chinese English, French, Russian and 
Spanish texts are equally authentic, shall be deposi­
ted with the Seaetary-General of the United Na­
tions.

In witness whereof the undersigned, being 
duly authorised to that effea have signed this Con­
vention.

Done at Rio de Janeiro on this fifth day of June, 
one thousand nine hundred and ninety-two.

Annex I

IDEhTTIRCATION AND MONITORINQ

1. Ecosystems and habitats: containing high 
diversity, large numbers of endemic or threatened 
species, or wlldemess; required by migratory spe­
cies; of social, economic, cultural or sdentilic impor­
tance; or, which are representative, unique or asso­
ciated with key evolutionary or other biological pro­
cesses;

2. Species and communities which are: threa­
tened; wild relatives of domesticated or cultivated 
species; of medicinal, agricultural or other economic 
value; or social, scientific or cultural Importance; or 
Importance lor research Into the conservation and 
sustainable use of biological diversity, such as Indi­
cator species; and

3. Described genomes and genes of social, 
sdentilic or economic Importance.

Annex II 
Parti

ARBITRATION

Article 1

The claimant party shall notify the seaetarlat

that the parties are referring a dispute to arbitration 
pursuant to Article 27. The notification shall stats the 
subjea-matter of arbitration and Induds, in particu­
lar, the artides of the Convention or the protocol, the 
Interpretation a application of which are at Issue. If 
the parties do not agree on the subject matter of the 
dispute bslas the President of the tribunal Is desig­
nated, the arbitral tribunal shall determine the sub- 
Jea matter. The seaetarlat shall forward the Infa- 
mation thus received to all Contracting Parties to this 
Convention a to the protocol conc^ed.

Article 2
1. In disputes between two parties, the arbitral 

tribunal shall oonslstof three members. Eachofthe 
parties to the dispute shall appoint an arbitrata and 
the two arbitratas so appointed shall designate by 
common agreement the third arbitrata «i4io shall be 
the President of the tribunal. The latter shall not be 
a national of one of the parties to the dispute, na 
have his a her usual ^ace of reslderx» In the 
territory of one of these parties, na be employed by 
any of them, na have dealt with the case In any other 
capacity.

2. In disputes between maa than two parties, 
parties In the same Interest shall appointone arbltra- 
«a jointly by agreement

3. Any vacancy shall be filled in the manner 
presalbed fa the Initial appointment

Artlcla3

1. IfthePresidentofthearbItraltribunalhasnot 
been designated within two months of the appoint­
ment of the second arbitrata, the Seaetary-Gene­
ral of the United Nations shall, at the request of a 
party, designate the President within a furtha two- 
month period.

2. If one of the parties to the dispute does not 
appoint an arbitrata within two months of receipt of 
the request, the other party may Inform the Seaeta- 
ry-General who shall make the designation within a 
further two-month period.

Articles

The arbitral tribunal shall renda Its decisions In 
accadance iwith the provisions of this Convention, 
any protocols concerned, and International law.

Articles

Unless the parties to the dispute otherwise 
agree, the arbitral tribunal shall determine Its own 
rules of procedure.

Article 6
The arbitral tribunal may, at the request of one 

of the parties, reoommetxl essential Interim measu­
res of protection.

Article 7
The parties to the dispute shall facilitate the 

work of the arbitral tribunal and, in particular, using 
all means at their disposal, shall:

(a) Provide Itwith all relevantdocuments. Infor­
mation and facilities; atvl

(b) Enable It. when necessary, to call witnesses 
a experts and receive their evidence.

Article 8
The parties and the arbitrators are under an 

obligation to protea the confidentiality of any Infa- 
mation they receive In confidencs during the procee­
dings of the arbitral tribunal.

Article 9
Unless the arbitral tribunal determines othenwi-

se because of the particular drcumstancas of the 
case, the costs of the tribunal shall be borne by the 
parties to the dispute in equal shares. The tribunal 
shall keep a reoad of all Its costs, and shall furnish 
a Anal statement thereof to the parties.

Article 10

Any Contracting Party that has an Interest of a 
legal nature In the subjea-matter of the dispute 
which may be affeaed by the decision In the case, 
may Intervene In the proceedings vrith the consent of 
the tribunal.

Article 11

The tribunal may hoar and detennlna counter­
claims arising directly out of the subjea-manor of the 
dispute.

Artlcto12

Decisions both on procedure and substance of 
the arbitral tribunal shall be taken by a majaity vote 
of Its members.

Article 13

If one of the patties to the dispute does not 
appear before the arbitral tribunal a fails to defend 
Its case, the other party may request the tribunal lo 
continue the proceedings and to make Its award. 
Absence of a party or a failure of a party to defend Its 
case shall not constitute a bar to the proceedings. 
Belae rendering Its Anal decision, the arbitral tribu­
nal must satisfy Itsell that the claim Is well founded In 
faaandlaw.

Article 14

The tribunal shall render Its final decision within 
five months of the date on which It Is fully constituted 
unless It finds It necesstvy to extend the time-limit fa 
a period which should not exceed five mae months.

Article 15

The final decision of the arbitral tribunal shall be 
confined to the subjea-matter of the dispute and 
shall state the reasons on which it Is based. It shall 
contain the names of the membas who have partt- 
dpated and the date of the final decision. Any 
member of the tribunal may attach a separata a 
dissenting opinion to the Anal dedslon.

Articia 16

The award shall be binding on the partes D the 
dispute. It shall be without appeal unless the parties 
to the dispute have agreed In advance to an appel­
late procedure.

Arttcia 17

Any controversy which may arise between the 
parties to the dispute as regards the interpretation a 
manner of implemantation of the Anal decision may 
be submined by either party for dedsion to the 
arbitral tribunal which rendered IL

Part 2
CONCILIATION 

Article 1

A conciliation commission shall be aeated 
upon the request of erne of the partes to the dispute. 
The commission shall, unless the parties otherwise 
agree, be composed of Ave members, two appointed 
by each Party concerned and a President chosen 
jointly by those members.

0378-777X/90/$3.50 © 1992 lOS B.V.
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Aitlel* 2
In disputes between more than two parties, 

parties In the same Interest shall appoint their 
members of the commission jointly by apreemenL 
Where pro or more parties have separate Interests 
or there Is a disagreement as to whether they are of 
the same Interest, they shall appoint their members 
separately.

Articles

If any appointments by the parties are not 
made within two months of the date of the request

to aeate a conciliation commission, the Secre­
tary-General of the United Nations shall. It asked to 
do so by the party that made the request, make 
those appointments within a further two-month pe­
riod.

Articlse

If a President of the conciliation commission 
has not been chosen within two months of the last of 
the members of the commission being appointed, 
the Secretary-General of the United Nations shall. If 
asked to do so by a party, designate a President 
within a further two-month period.

Articles

The conciliation commission shall take Its decl- 
stons by majority vote of Its members. It shall, unless 
the parties to the dispute otherwise agree, determi­
ne Its own procedure. It shall render a proposal for 
resolution of the dispute, which the parties shall 
consider In good faith.

Articloe

A disagreement as to whether the conciliatton 
commission has competence shall be decided by 
the commission. a
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The Parties to this Convention. 
Acknowledging that change In the Earth's cli­

mate and Its adverse effects are a common concern 
of humankind.

Concerned that human activities have been 
substantially Increasing the atmospheric concentra­
tions of greenhouse gases, that these increases 
enhance the natural greenhouse effect, and that this 
will result orraverage In an additional warming of the 
Earth's surface and atmosphere and may adverse­
ly affect natural ecosystems and humankind. 

Noting that the largest share of historical and 
current global emissions of greenhouse gases has 
originated In developed countries, that per capita 
emissions in developing countries are still relatively 
low and that the share of global emissions originating 
in developing countries will grow to meet their social 
and development needs.

Aware of the role and importance In terrestrial 
and marine ecosystems of sinks and reservoirs of 
greenhouse gases.

Noting that there are many uncertainties In pre­
dictions of dlmate change, par^larly with regard to 
the timing, magnitude and regional patterns thereof. 

Acknowledging that the global nature of dl­
mate change calls lor the widest possible coopera­
tion by all countries and their partidpation In an 
enective and appropriate International response. In 
accordance with their common butdifferentlated re­
sponsibilities and respective capabilities and their 
social and economic conditions,

Recallirtg the pertinentprovislonsof the Decla­
ration of the United Nations Conference on the 
Human Environment, adopted at Stockholm on 16 
June 1972,

Recalling also that States have. In accordarv 
ca with the Charter of the United Nations and the 
prindples of International law. the sovereign right to 
exploit their own resources pursuant to their own en­
vironmental and developmantal poUdes, and the 
responsibility to ensure that activities within their 
Jurisdiction or control do not cause damage to the 
environment of other States or of areas beyond the 
limits of national jurisdiction.

* Intergovernmental Negotiating Committee for a 
Framework Convention on aimate Change.Rfth 
session, second part New York, 30 April - 9 May 
1992: (Repon of the intergovernmental Negotiating 
Committee for a Framework Convention on Climate 
Change on the Work of the Second Pan of Its fifth 
session, held at New York from 30 April to 9 May 
1992}. See also page 207.

Reafflnnlng the prindple of sovereignty of Sta­
tes In International cooperation to address dimate 
change.

Recognising that States should enact effecti­
ve environmental legislation, that environmental 
standards, management objectives and priorities 
should reflect the environmental and developmental 
context to which they apply, arxl that standards ap­
plied by some countries may be Inappropriate and of 
unwarranted economic and social cost to other 
countries. In particular developing countries.

Recalling the provisions of General Assembly 
resolution 44/228 of 22 December 1969 on the 
United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development, and resolutions 43/53 of 6 December 
1968, 44(207 of 22 December 1989, 45/212 of 21 
December 1990 and 46/169 of 19 December 1991 
on protection of global dimate for present and future 
generations of mankind.

Recalling also the provisions of General As­
sembly resolution 44/206 of 22 December 1969 on 
the possible adverse effects of sea level rise on 
Islands and coastal areas, particularly low-lying 
coastal areas and the pertinent provisions of Gene­
ral Assembly resolution 44/172 of 19 December 
1969 on the implementation of the Plan of Action to 
Combat Desertification,

Recalling lurlher the Vienna Convention for 
the Protection of the Ozone Layer, 1985, and the 
Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the 
Ozone Layer, 1987, as adjusted and amended on 29 
June 1990,

Noting the Ministerial Declaration of the Se­
cond World Climate Conference adopted on 7 No­
vember 1990,

Conscious of the valuable analytical work 
being conduded by many States on dlmate change 
and of the Important gbntrlbutions of the World Me­
teorological Organisation, the United Nations Envi­
ronment Programme and other organs, organisa­
tions and bodies of the United Nations system, as 
well as other International and Intergovernmental 
bodies, to the exchange of results of scientific re­
search and the coordination of research.

Recognising that steps required to under­
stand and address dimate change will be environ­
mentally. sodally and economically most effective It 
they are based on relevant scientific, technical and 
economic considerations and continually re-evalua- 
ted in the light of new findings In these areas. 

Recognising that various actions to address 
dlmate change can be justified economically In their 
own right and can also help In sohrlng other environ­
mental problems.

Recognising also the need tor developed 
countries to take Immediate action In a flexible 
manner on the basis of dear priorities, as a first step 
towards oomprehensivs response strategies at the 
global, national and. where agreed, regional levels 
that take Into account all greenhouse gases, with 
due consideration of their relative contributions to 
the enhancement of the greenhouse effect

Recognising furthsr that low-lying and other 
small Island countries, countries with low-lying coas­
tal, arid and seml-arid areas or areas liable to floods, 
drought and desertiftcation, and developing coun­
tries with fragile nrauntalnous ecosystems are par­
ticularly vulnerable to the adverse effects of dlmate 
change.

Recognising the special difficulties of those 
countries, especially developing countries, whose 
economies are particularly dependent on fossil fuel 
production, use and exportation, as a consequence 
of action taken on limiting greenhouse gas emis­
sions.

Affirming that responses to dlmate change 
should be coordinated with soda! and economic de­
velopment In an Integrated manner with a view to 
avoiding adverse Impacts on the latter.

Taking Into full account the legitimate priority 
needs of developing countries for the achievement 
of sustained economic growth and the eradication of 
poverty.

Recognising that all countries, especially de­
veloping countries, need access to resources requi­
red to achieve sustainable sodal and economic de­
velopment and thaL In order for developing coun­
tries to progress towards that goal, their energy con­
sumption will need to grow taking Into account the 
possibilities for achieving greater energy effldency 
and for controlling greenhouse gas emissions In 
general, Induding through the application of new 
technologies on terms which make such an applica­
tion economically and socially beneficial.

Determined to protect the dlmate system for 
present and future generations.

Have agreed as follows:

ARTICLE 1 

DEFINITIONS *
(* Tides of artides are Induded solely to assist the 
reader)

For the purposes of this Convention;
1. 'Adverse effects of dlmate change' means 

changes In the physical environment or biota result-
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BIODIVERSITY CONVENTION 
Status of Interpretive Statements

TprhnQinav Transfer (EC has competence): The Environment
Directorate does not appear to favor the U.S. approach and 
is considering only a general statement on IPR. (On a 
separate track, the Trade Directorate had prepared a much 
more detailed statement — quite similar to our own -- but 
Environment Directorate, is not inclined to use it as a 
basis for further discussion.)

Einance (Member States have competence); Little support 
for an interpretive statement. U.K. is pushing for a 
limited statement on funding.
The. SC. approach will be discussed and possibly solidified 
at an Environment Minister's meeting later this month.
Time is of ..the. essence if we wish to influence this 
process. Talking points for the EC and Member States are 

attached.

EC Member States
At EC's request, we have not dealt directly with Member 
States (with the exception of the U.K.). We understand, 
however, that:

o U.K. does not favor a detailed interpretive
statement on technology transfer; it does favor a 
limited statement on funding. We have exchanged 
papers with the U.K. and are inviting them to 
meet with us for further technical discussions 
later this month.

o Germany is internally split on technology
transfer; we are unsure of their commitment to a 
statement on funding.

o France is generally sympathetic, but we are 
unsure of their degree of commitment to an 
interpretive statement.

o Denmark is opposed to an interpretive statement.

We should immediately contact all Member States directly. We 
should urge their support for a more detailed statement on 
technology transfer (talking points are attached). Again, 
is of the essence (see above).
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J.gpgn: Japan is prepared to issue a public statement
supporting most aspects of our interpretive statement, but will 
not include the statement in its instrument of ratification.
We are grateful for their support.

New Zealand; New Zealand has stated that it supports our 
efforts to develop an interpretive statement. We should 
continue to encourage them.

Switzsrland• Switzerland, who should be our strongest 
supporter on technology transfer, replied that it prefers to 
work through UNEP and the Conference of the Parties;
Switzerland initially favored an amendment or protocol to the 
Convention. We should press them strongly to support our 
interpretive statement.

Austria; Austria has informally indicated general sympathy for 
our concerns, we should press them strongly to support our 
interpretive statement.

Australia: Australia never replied to our proposed statements
through diplomatic channels. We understand that they do not 
support the concept of an interpretive statement, although they 
may agree with us substantively on certain issues. We have 
heard reports, however, that Australia has sent our 
interpretive statement to NGOs and to certain EC member States 
and is lobbying against us. (When contacted by us concerning 
these reports, Australia denied leaking our statement). We 
should press Australia to be publicly supportive of our 
efforts, even if it cannot join our statement.

Can&dg’ Canada replied that it does not support the concept of 
our interpretive statement nor does it agree with us 
substantively on all issues addressed in the statement. We 
should press Canada to be publicly supportive of our efforts, 
even if it cannot join our statement.



Biodiversity Convention; Interpretive Statements 
Talking Points For EC and Member States

We were pleased to learn that the EC intends to develop a 
statement with respect to intellectual property rights.
This is a positive step and consistent with the importance 
we place on IPRs.
However, we fear that others may attempt to interpret 
ambiguous provisions in the Convention in a way that 
undercuts are shared interests.

We continue to believe that like-minded countries and the 
EC should issue interpretive statements that specifically 
address these provisions in our instruments of 
ratification.

I would not want to see our ratification process 
jeopardized by what could be perceived to be a lack of 
international support for the interpretations of the 
Convention we seek to advance.

I therefore urge you to work with us to develop an 
interpretive statement on the issues of technology transfer 
and funding and ask you to reconsider your current 
approach. We look forward to working with you to develop a 
mutually acceptable statement.
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SUPPLEMENT TO ST/LEG/SER.E/10

XXVII.8 CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

Opened for signature at Rio de Jane^iro on S .Inne 1992

Note: The Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and

#

Actions effected between 5 June ^nd 31 Dececber1992

PATticioant Signature

0 f

"r'\

*1. Antigua and Barbuda
2. Australia
3. Bangladesh
4. Belgium

^ 5. Brazil
6. Finland
7. India
8. Indonesia
9. Italy
10. Liechtenstein
11. Republic of Moldova
12. Nauru
13. Natherlands
14. Pakistan

S June 
5 June 
5 June 
5 June 
5 June 
5 June 
5 June 
5 June 
5 June 
5 June 
5 June 
5 June 
5 June 
5 June

1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992 U
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992

Ratification. 
accession (a), 
acceptance (A) 
approval (AA)

Subject to the deposit of outstanding instruments.
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Pzge 2 of 6

SUPPLEHEffT TO ST/LEG/SER.E/10

XXVII.8 CONVEtfTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

Peered for signature at Rio de Janeiro on 5 June 1992

9

Participant Signature

15. Poland 5 June 1992
16. Romania 5 June 1992
17. Bostwana 8 June 1992
18. Madagascar 8 June 1992
IS. Sweden 8 June 1992
20. Tuvalu 3 June 1992
21. Yugoslavia 8 June 1992

.22. Bahrain 9 June 1992^3. Ecuador 9 June 1992
24. Egypt 9 June 1992
25. Kazakhstan 9 June 1992
26. Kuwait 9 June 1992
27. Luxembourg 9 June 1992
28. Norway 9 June 1992
29. Sudan 9 June 1992

^30. Uruguay 9 June 1992
31. Vanuatu 9 June 1992
32. Cote d'Ivoire 10 June 1992
33. Ethiopia 10 June 1992
34. Iceland 10 June 1992
35. Malawi 10 June 1992
36. Mauritius 10 June 1992
37. Oman 10 June 1992
33. Rwanda 10 June 1992
39. San Marino 10 June 1992
40. Seychelles 10 June 1992
41. Sri Lanka 10 June 1992
42. Belarus 11 June 1992
43. Bhutan 11 June 1992
44. Burundi 11 June 1992
45. Canada 11 June 1992

Ratification, 
accession (a), 
acceptance (A) 
approval (AA)

Zlz3 ^3
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SUPPLEMENT TO ST/LEG/SER.E/10

XXVII.8 CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

desned for signature at Rio de Janeiro on S .7//np 1992

9

Q

Participant

46. China
47. Comoros
48. Congo
49. Croatia
50. Democratic People's

Republic of Korea
51. Israel

“ 52. Jamaica
53. Jordan
54. Kenya
55. Latvia
56. Lesotho
57. Lithuania
58. Monaco
59. Myanmar
60. Niger
61. Qatar

'62. Trinidad and Tobago
63. Turkey
64. Ukraine
65. United Arab Emirates
66. Zaire
67. Zambia
68. Afghanistan
69. Angola 

*70. Argentina 
^71. Azerbaijan

72. Bahamas 
VJ. Barbados 
74. Bulgaria

Signature

11 June 
11 June 
11 June 
11 June

11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11
11

June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 
June 

11 June
11 June 

June 
June 
June 
June 
June

12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June

11
11
11
11
11

1992
1992
1992
1992

1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992

Ratification^ 
accession (a), 
acceptance (A) and 
aoprova1 (AA)
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SUPPLEHEHT TO ST/LEG/SER.E/10

XXV11.8 COWEffTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

QP£ned for signature at Rio de Janeiro on 5 .7/;np 1QQP

Particinant

m
75.
76.
77. 

o/S.
79.

^80.
81.
82.
83.
84.
85.
86.
87.
88.
89.
90.
91.
92.
93.
94.
95.
96.
97.
98.
99.
100. 
101. 
102. 
103.

'^104.

Burkina Faso
Cape Verde
Chad
Colombia
Cook Islands
Cuba
Cyprus
Denmark
Estonia
Gabon
Gambia
Germany
Ghana
Greece
Guinea
Guinea-Bissau
Lebanon
Liberia
Malaysia
Maldives
Malta
Marshall Islands
Mauritania
Micronesia
Mongolia
Mozambique
Namibia
Nepal
New Zealand 
Paraguay

12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June 
12 June

1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992
1992

Ratification, 
accession (a), 
acceotancB (A) 
aoproval (AA)
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SUPPLEHEHT TO ST/LE6/SER,E/10

XXV11.8 CONVEffTION OH BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

Qgenerf for signature at Rio de Janeiro on 5 Jong JQQP

Participant Signature

9
^105. Peru 12 June 1992

106. Philippines 12 June 1992
107. Saint Kitts and flevis 12 June 1992

1 108. Samoa 12 June 2992
109. Sao Tonte and Principe 12 June 1992
110. Swazi 1 and 12 June 1992
in. Switzerland 12 June 1992 ZJ
112. Thailand 12 June 1992
113. Togo 12 June 1992
114.
115.

Uganda
United Kingdom of
Great Britain and

12 June 1992

116.
Northern Ireland

United Republic of
12 June 1992 y

*117.
Tanzania 12 June 1992

Venezuela 12 June 1992
118. Yemen 12 June 1992
119. Zimbabwe 12 June 1992
120. Algeria 13 June 1992
121. Armenia 13 June 1992

.^122. Austria 13 June 1992
123. Belize 13 June 1992

Benin 13 June 1992
Bolivia 13 June 1992

I2o. Central African Republic 13 June 1992^127. Chile 13 June 1992
' 128. Costa Rica 13 June 1992

129. Djibouti 13 June 1992
^ 130. Dominican Republic 13 June 1992

131. El Salvador 13 June 1992

Ratification. 
accessfon (a)j 
acceptance (A) 
approval (M)

and
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SUPPLEHEffT TO ST/LEG/SER.E/10

XXV11,8 CONVENTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

Opened for signature at Rio de Janeiro on 5 June 1992

Participant Sianature

132. European Economic Community 13 June 1992
France 13 June 1992 4J

\34. Guatemala 13 June 1992
»JJ5. Guyana 13 June 1992

} 136. Haiti 13 June 1992
137. Hungary 13 June 1992

^138. Honduras 13 June 1992
139. Ireland 13 June 1992
140. Japan 13 June 1992

^141. Mexico 13 June 1992
142. Morocco 13 June 1992

^43. Nicaragua 13 June 1992
144. Nigeria 13 June 1992

-145. Panama 13 June 1992
146. Papua New Guinea 13 June 1992
147. Portugal 13 June 1992
148. Republic of Korea 13 June 1992
149. Russian Federation 13 June 1992
150. Senegal 13 June 1992
151. Slovenia 13 June 1992
152. Solomon Islands 13 June 1992
153. Spain 13 June 1992

^154. Suriname 13 June 1992
155. Tunisia 13 June 1992
156. Cameroon 14 June 1992
157. Iran 14 June 1992
158. Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 29 June 1992
159. Mauritius
160. Seychelles

1 161. Mali 30 September 1992
' 162. Marshall Islands

163. Fiji 9 October 1992

Ratification. 

access?on (a), 
acceptance (A) and 
approval (AA)

4 September 
22 September

1992
1992

8 October 1992
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164. fialdives 
265. Monaco 

'765. Granada 
167. Canada

Ratification 
accession (s)^ 
acceptance (A) and 
approval (aA)

5 November jgg^
20 November jggz

4 December 1992
3 December 1992
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(Original: English)

"The Italian Governnent. when signing the Convention on 
Biological Diversity, declares its understanding that the 
decision to be taken by the Conference of the Parties under 
article 21.1 of the Convention refers to the ’’antount of 
resources needed" by the financial mechanism, not to the extent 
or nature and form of the contributions of the Contracting 
Parties".

m

SWITZERLAND

(Translation) (Original: French)

The Swiss Government wishes to emphasize particularly the 
progress made in establishing standard terms for cooperation 
between States in a very important field; research activities 
and activities for the transfer of technology relevant to 
resources from third countries.

The important provisions in question create a platform for 
even closer cooperation with public research bodies or 
institutions in Switzerland and for the transfer of 
technologies available to governmental or public bodies, 
particularly universities and various publicly-ftmded research 
and development centres.

It is our understanding that genetic resources acquired 
under the procedure specified in article 15 and developed by 
private research institutions will be the subject of programmes 
of cooperation, joint research and the transfer of technology 
which will respect the principles and rules fcr the protection 
of intellectual property.

Tliese principles and rules are essential for research and 
private investment, ia particular in the latest technologies, 
such as modern biotechnology which requires substantial 
financial outlays. On the basis of this interpretation, the 
Swiss Government wishes to indicate that it is*ready, at the 
opportune time, to take the appropriate general policy 
measures, particularly under articles 16 and 19, with a view to 
promoting and encouraging cooperation, on a contractual basis, 
between Swiss firms and the private firms and governmental 
bodies of other Contracting Parties.

With regard to financial cooperation, Switzerland 
interprets the provisions of articles 20 and 21 as follows; 
the resources to be committed and the management system will



3/The Govenment of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland declare their understanding that Article 3 of 

the convention sets out a guiding principle to be taken Into 

account in the implementation of the Convention.

1

The Government of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland also declare their understanding that the 

decisions to be taken by the Conference of the Parties under 

paragraph 1 of Article 21 concern -the amount of resourcer . 

needed- by the financial mechanism, and that nothing In Article ’ 

20 or Article 21 authorises the Conference of the Parties to take 

decisions concerning the amount, nature, frequency or sire of the 

contributions of the Parties under the Convention.

5—^ Biological Diverfit^^""' ‘declares, at the time of aigaing tHe Convention on

the Convention; count in the implementation of

With reference to article ,
periodically by the Conference^f Se^Partl^*^ decision taken 
of resources needed" and that no ot- wf • * concerns the "amountauthorizes the Confer“000?%^ fConvention 
concerning the amount, nature ^ to take decisions
Parties to the Convention. reguency of the contributions from



SUPPLEHEffT TO ST/LEG/SER.E/11

XXV11.8 CONVEHTION ON BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY 

Opened for signature at Rio de Janeiro on 5 June 1992

NOT YET IN FORCE (see article 36 (1))
TEH: UNEP/Bio.Div/H7^INC.5/A

Note: The Convention, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and
Spanish texts are equally authentic, was adopted by the Intergovernmental 
Negotiating Committee for a Convention on Biological Diversity, during its Fifth 
session, held at Nairobi from 11 to 22 Hay 1992. The Convention is open for 
signature at Rio de Janeiro by All States and regional economic integration 
organizations from 5 June 1992 until 14 June 1992, and at the United Nations 
Headquarters in New York from 15 June 1992 to 4 June 1993.

» Actions effected between 1 January and 18 February1993 *

Participant Signature Ratification, 
accession (a), 
acceptance (A) and 
aooroval (AA)

1.
^ 2. 

3.

China
Saint Kitts and Nevis

5 January 1993
7 January 1993

Rectification of the English text of the certified true copies proposed by the 
Government of Japan 1/

fh



Note to Katie from David Doniger and Clare Breidenich 
Re: Biodiversity Convention 
Date: June 11, 1993

Here's the information you requested on the status of the Biodiversity Convention 
in preparation of your ^ternoon interview. All information is from Peter Thomas 
at the State Department. I have attached a State Department Memo on other 
countries' reaction to the U.S. position.

Biodiversity Convention

♦ 170 Countries have signed the Convention.

♦ 20 countries have ratified, including China, Canada and recently Japan. 
The EC is committed to ratifying by the end of 1993.

♦ The 1st Intergovernmental Committee Meeting to discuss 
implementation issues will be held in September. (Since the Convention 
has not entered into force, this is not called a Conference of Parties.) 
Although no formal agenda has been set, issues to be discussed will 
probably include:

• Finances emd financial mechanism
• Technology Transfer
• Intellectual Property Rights
• Biotechnology
• Biosafety Protocol

♦ UNEP Expert Meetings held this past year addressed:
• Priorities for Action on Conservation and Sustainable development
• Economic Implications of Biodiversity Conservation and 
Sustainable Development
• Technology transfer and financial issues
• Biosafety Protocol
• UNEP Guidelines for Country Studies of Biodiversity

• The Expert Meetings only established issues and problem areas, no 
formal negotiations were held. With the exception of the Biosafety 
Protocol, the panels were non-controversial and consistent with U.S. 
objectives. The U.S. believes that the Biosafety panel did not give 
enough weight to the question of whether a Biosafety Protocol is 
actually warranted.


