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WASHINGTON. D.C. 20510

January 10, 1991

The Honorable George Bush 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C 20500
Dear Mr. President;

Today scientists from around the world are releasing new 
data showing that our planet is warming, and at a rate faster 
than ever experienced in recorded history. This data illustrates 
clearly that global climate change is real, that global warming 
is not a problem that will disappear if we ignore it, and that 
there is an increasingly urgent need for policies that address 
these issues, particularly a national energy policy.

The situation in the Persian Gulf demands all of our close 
and constant attention. Along with so many Americans, we daily 
follow the course of events there with our thoughts and prayers. 
Moreover, we recognize the demands this crisis places on your 
Administration. Yet, in this complex and volatile situation, we 
are provided with clear reminders of the dangers inherent in our 
dependence on foreign oil and fossil fuels. That dependence is 
growing. Where once consumption levels were dropping, they are 
now increasing to levels higher than ever before. We need an 
energy policy that will put the brakes on this increasing 
dependence and will simultaneously help us address global 
environmental issues of critical importance.

Just as our dependence on foreign oil and fossil fuels 
threatens our national security, so too do the longer term 
consequences of global climate change. It would be ~a grave 
mistake for us to believe we could postpone action'and not face 
the most serious consequences in the future. The scientific data 
released today provides more evidence and more reason to act.

We urge you, as this new data is released, to provide the 
leadership so critically needed and to make the commitment now 
that has too long been absent from the international debate on 
global environmental issues, particularly as the United States 
prepares for the global climate change negotiations that will 
begin early next month. International action and cooperation is 
essential if we are to effectively address global environmental 
issues. Leadership from the United States is critical.

And, we urge you to move forward in presenting to Congress 
a National Energy Strategy that will help us meet this challenge
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A strong National Energy Strategy is an essential step forward in 
dealing with global climate change.

In July 1989, you directed Energy Secretary James Watkins 
to devise a comprehensive National Energy Strategy and promised 
the nation that: "We cannot and will not wait for the next energy 
crisis to force us to respond." Describing your vision of the 
strategy, you said that you would present the country with a 
"living and dynamic document." You told us all that, if we act 
now to develop an aggressive new energy policy, "we can bequeath 
a legacy to the next century of a cleaner, more prosperous and, 
yes, more secure America".

We could not agree more strongly. Yet, there are 
disturbing reports about what will be proposed as part of your 
energy strategy and until that strategy is released, it is 
difficult to put those concerns to rest.

Our security is directly related to our excessive 
consumption of fossil fuels, as current events in the Persian 
Gulf powerfully remind us. Energy efficiency is directly related 
to strong economic performance. The burning of coal, oil, and gas 
pollutes our environment. And today's new evidence on rising 
temperatures shows the need for a U.S. energy policy and 
international action on global climate change.

Mr. President, we urge you to to bring the power of your 
office to bear on these critically important issues and we call 
on you to provide the forceful and aggressive leadership that the 
nation — indeed the world — expects and so rightfully deserves.

(Ca,. it. to
Sincerely,

TiS

feg Rc

Wyche Fowler, Jr.

ff/B3/tygama

John Kerry

Barbara Mikulski
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war..Carl Levin

;,J^eph-I. Lieberman

Edward M. Kennedy

k R. Lautenid



NEWS FROM

U.S. Senator A1 Gore
(D - Tennessee) SR 393 Russell Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 (202) 224-4944

AGRICUrLURE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MONDAY, January 14, 1991

Contact; Marla Romash 
202-224-7155 
301-585-9408 (H)

BILL CONFRONTS GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES
Gore Introduces World Environment Policy Act of 1991 

LEGISLATION OFFERS COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR GLOBAL ISSUES

WASHINGTON -- Introducing comprehensive legislation that 
presents a specific plan to confront the global environmental 
crisis, U.S. Sen. A1 Gore, D-TN, urged action on issues he said 
demand U.S. leadership and commitment.

"We cannot ignore these challenges or claim we don’t know 
enough to craft policies that address them, as some would prefer," 
said Gore. "We must recognize the environmental crisis we face and 
take action. That’s why I introduced this legislation on the very 
first day possible in this 102nd Congress."

Gore’s legislation. The World Environment Policy Act of 
1991, builds on legislation Gore introduced on the first day of 
the 101st Congress, a similarly comprehensive bill of which parts 
were passed by Congress.

"In the time that has passed since the first day of the last 
Congress, we have made important progress, " said Gore, referring 
to Congressional approval of provisions phasing-out substances 
destroying the upper ozone layer, regulating toxic and smog­
forming emissions from automobiles, utilities, and factories.

"But we still have a lot of work to do," said Gore, who 
urged the Bush Administration to take advantage of the opportunity 
presented by international environmental negotiations on global 
warming that will begin in Washington next month.

"The Administration must come to the table fully prepared to 
help devise effective solutions to the environmental crisis we 
face," Gore said.

Gore’s legislation, the World Environment Policy Act of 
1991, would:

0 Create a new Council on World Environmental Policy to 
replace the Council on Environmental Quality;

(MORE)
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o Support scientific research and public awareness efforts 
including the International Geosphere Biosphere Program, and 
NASA’s Mission to Planet Earth;

o Reduce emissions of Carbon Dioxide, a major source of 
global warming, with a C02 offsets policy;

o Strengthen restrictions and phase-out substances that 
destroy the upper ozone;

o Penalize purchasers of gas guzzlers and reward purchasers 
of fuel efficient vehicles;

o Create a national recycling program that would expand 
markets for recycled goods;

o Establish a biodiversity conservation data network; 
o Encourage reforestation and protection for rainforests; 
o Urge the United States to call on the Nobel Commission to 

award a Nobel Prize to a scientists in recognition of achievements 
in preserving the world environment.

##
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U.S. Senator A1 Gore
(D - Tennessee) SR 393 Russell Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 (202) 224-4944

mmAGRICU

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
TUESDAY, January 29, 1991

Contact: Marla Romash 
202-224-7155 
301-585-9408 (H)

***** media briefing *****PREPARING FOR THE INT’L CLIMATE NEGOTIATIONS: U.S. OPTIONS

** 8:30 A-M FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 1991 **
Room 189 Russell Senate Office Building

What are U.S. options for the global climate change 
negotiations that will begin next week? Are we really doing 
enough to reduce greenhouse gas emissions? Will serious reductions 
in greenhouse gas emissions bring massive economic costs? What 
should the U.S. negotiators recommend?

These questions and others related to the February 4 opening 
of the Framework Climate Convention Negotiations will be addressed 
at a briefing for the media at 8:30 a.m. Friday, February 1,—in_ 
Room 189 of the Russell Senate Office Building.

Sen. A1 Gore. D-TN. will host the briefing that will feature 
presentations brt

>Chris Flavin, of the World Watch Institute, who will 
present an overview of possible strategies to combat global 
wanning;

>.Tim Wolfe, of the Alliance to Save Energy, who will present 
and demonstrate energy efficient technologies;

>Scott Sklar. of the Solar Energy Industry Association, who 
will talk about renewable energy technologies.

#####



NEWS FROM

U.S. Senator A1 Gore
(D - Tennessee) SR 393 Russell Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 (202) 224-4944

h! AGMCV

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
TUESDAY, February 5, 1991

Contact: Marla Romash 
202-224-7155 
301-585-9408 (H)

AmnnSTRATION shell GAME ON GLOBAL WARMING STALLS PROGRESS 
Gore Says New Rhetoric Can’t Hide Old Excuses

WASHINGTON -- An Administration plan unveiled Monday 
belatedly recognizes the real threat of global wanning but fails 
to answer that threat with more than rearranged, stale proposals 
in a shell game that threatens real progress, said Sen. A1 Gore, 
D-TN.

"What we’re seeing is one more environmental shell game by 
an Administration still trying to fast-talk its way out of real 
commitments," said Gore, chairman of the Senate Commerce Committee 
Subcommittee on Science, Technology, and Space. "The actions the 
Administration is willing to take would accomplish nothing more 
than a one-year stabilization of emissions. That’s far short of 
what’s needed."

Gore’s comments refer to a proposal Bush Administration 
officials unveiled at the first day of an international conference 
on global warming convened to begin negotiations on an 
international agreement to address the problem. Gore said the 
Administration plan would bring emissions in the year 2000 to 1987 
levels but before and after 2000 emissions will still be 
dangerously high.

"Before the year 2000, emissions will still be dangerously 
high because, unlike nations who have committed to phasing out 
CFCs even before the deadline mandated by the Montreal Protocol, 
we will still be producing these ozone destroyers and potent 
greenhouse gases until the turn of the century," said Gore. "After 
the year 2000, our emissions again will soar because the 
Administration’s plan does nothing to control carbon dioxide 
emissions. In fact, it allows C02 emissions to rise by some 15 
percent by the year 2000."

Gore, the author of the World Environment Policy Act of 
1991, and co-sponsor of the National Energy Policy Act of 1991, 
said it’s past time the Administration worked as fervently to

(MORE)
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solve the problem of global warming and to present a National 
Energy Strategy as it did to block progress.

•Events in the Persian Gulf should be moving us to action on 
a national energy strategy that will reduce our dependence on 
foreign oil and invigorate efforts to encourage the use of energy 
efficient technologies and renewable energy sources," said Gore. 
•Congress will act if the President will not. There will be a new 
National Energy Strategy from the Congress."

"The Administration seems committed only to a policy 
maintaining the status quo, not charting a course to a future that 
is promising to both our environment and our economy," said Gore.
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U.S. Senator A1 Gore
(D - Tennessee) SR 393 Russell Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 (202) 224-4944

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
THURSDAY, February 7, 1991

Contact: Marla Romash 
202-224-7155 
301-585-9408 (H)

gore urges ADMINISTRATION: REVIEW OTA REPORT 
As Int’l Negotiators Meet, Gore Says 0^ Sbws Prog

Says Administration is Playing -Chantilly Shell Game

WASHINGTON -- A report from the Office of 
Assessment that existing technologies would allow th 
significantly reduce emissions of gases contributi g 
greenhouse effect should be carefully reviewed by Bush 
Administration policy makers more committed to preven g 
reductions, said Sen. A1 Gore, D-TN.

-The OTA is telling us that with the technology we have, we 
ran significantly reduce carbon dioxide emissions. The 
Adminiftration would rather continue its ’
moving around stale proposals to convince us we ^on t need to do 
more,- said Gore, chairman of the Senate C°™ierce Committee 
Subcommittee on Science. Technology, and Space which h q 

the OTA study.
■It demonstrates a level of contempt for of the

rt^ny TiS! “cKI irrK^lL“sS!lTa::r\on torn over 
^vS sheU Jooking for the pea and guess what7 There's no pea. 

said Gore.
-The U.S. representatives to the international 

no» underway in Virginia would be well
this report and its conclusions," said Gore. ,
needed. The OTA Report demonstrates signif^ant
realized with off-the-shelf-technologies. _^at we need i
commitment to these reductions and a ^^“ouraging
Energy Strategy that will contribute to our efforts by encouragi g
conservation, efficiency, and renewable energy sources.

The OTA report released today (2/7), "Changing by Degrees, 
stops «\oLo Ireenhouso Gasos.- concludos that -on under a 

set of -moderate- conservation and supply a
technologies, increases in C02 emissions existingsignificantly. With tougher policies, but still with existing

(MORE)
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technologies, emissions could he reduced in the

::tTSed%fprrre:ror^™h^r;ai:i:r=--”;--ctiuities 
during the past decade.

"Instead of making excuses, we ought ^^^^^geJ^^tion

feri:^L’'or-r'5gf“/:nr/o“i;i;rir:'rr'Lre^:m!ssionsoi 
greenhouse gases," said Gore.

Earlier today. Gore joined Sen. Majority Leader George
fi/gifii to U^Se «ur:™tuy“CL;Unnggr:rsive

greenhouse gases.
####
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NEWS FROM

U.S. Senator A1 Gore
(D - Tennessee) SR 393 Russell Building, Washington, D.C. 20510 (202) 224-4944

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact: Marla Romash
THDRSDAT, FEBRUARY 14, 1991 202-224-7155

301-585-9408 (H)

ADMINISTRATION STALLS PROGRESS AT INT'L CLIMATE CHANGE TALKS 
Gore Calls Lack of Progress Disappointing, Says U.S. Failed to Lead

WASHINGTON — International negotiations to craft an agreement 
aimed at preventing global climate change will close with little 
to show for two weeks of talks, said Sen. Al Gore, D-TN, who said 
the Bush Administration's inaction stalled progress.

"Valuable time has been wasted. When the U.S. should have been 
moving the negotiations toward substantive discussions on policy, 
our representatives were dragging their feet, stalling any but the 
most minimal progress and even that has been limited to procedural 
issues," said Gore, chairman of the Senate Commerce Committee 
Subcommittee on Science, Technology and Space.

"Two weeks of talks have barely resolved even those procedural 
issues. We've hardly scratched the surface," said Gore. "There's 
no excuse. These are issues that have been under discussion for 
years. It's clear from papers presented at these negotiations that 
other countries are prepared to move forward. We know what needs 
to be done. The Administration instead insists on being dragged, 
kicking and screaming, to act."

Gore's comments came as negotiators from 130 nations closed 
two weeks of talks, the first session of international negotiations 
to craft an agreement on action to prevent global climate change.
The talks follow nearly two years of international discussions 
preparing for these talks. Additional negotiations are planned for 
later this year.

"It is my strong hope that the Administration will change its 
tune and pick up the pace," said Gore. "The proposal it presented 
during these negotiations was a sham — a shot in the dark 
originally taken to hit another target."

Gore has criticized the U.S. proposal that, using reductions 
in chlorofluorocarbons prompted by the Montreal Protocol, would 
contribute to a one-year stabilization of emissions contributing 
to global warming. The Montreal Protocol is aimed at protecting the 
upper ozone. CFCs, which are responsible for destroying the upper 
ozone, also contribute to the greenhouse effect.

"We need strong agreements on all greenhouse gases, but 
principally on carbon dioxide," said Gore. "It is not enough to 
point to CFG phase-outs and claim the job is done, the problem's 
solved. It isn't."

###
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F OK ;MMEL>IATE RELEASE 
F:; I'ru'irv 14, 1991

Contact: LE;a Jordan (2,02) S63-J.700

nrc;

Vv aSjUNGT'ON D.C. Legislators from the United States, Europe, and Japan 

to.2c pressed disappointment with the lack of progress at the Urdsed

Natrons Convention on a Franaework Agreement -for- Climate Change. Uiobal 

Legislators Organization for a Balanced EnvironmeiU, GLOBE Members led 
^e*':**5*-^by Sena: r Alberr Gore J;?"(D-TN) were dismayed by the

or leaUvT j ‘ it, , , , . , 'hi
—?tn-7t devcTcrpcci euiluulos irfrd—IrvCir Ci‘ a draft text„ ^—ccr.Ti

bc<>7.’?e.",. rev; -an-d- the next fe¥r—tnoKt^^s-.

Congre:nsman Gerry Sikorski, speaking as Main Rappoiteuei for the GLOBE 

Woi-Vir.g (Coup on Energy and Climate Change asked, "We spent ten days 

and dose to two million dollars and what have we accomplished? I aro 

r-;-T-rvftlly disappointed with the lack of new initiatives from the United 

Vre should be playing a leadership lole m ;hese negotiarions."

^ ^ u)o«.VCSenator Gore, spe.aking on behalf of GLOBE said, "The plr-thAT
Cto/tuwi’A'vvju\-f' ^

u)o«.VCjVi«i dra.f=fi 
"The plf~ rh ATI s ^ rtf i>

fe- CiVIUVv'’-fvvvJU\t “ ^
1 shoe, ed serious .4duuJ^ lo stabillz/n and reduc^grccnhousc gas

C!Viis$ions/\_ .- Axu .V. ... ^ L .. r. :
7/

*.. .' •r—rcTTTTTrp

crTTr-i;—. 1 ^. rsr the L. n.iit d iSuttcs LC t.i ’oi^
>7

1 tt. . • ^ 'dvV S'C
-h^ continue w fnl:.c -e- 
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OTV^ DUiiKt-:.-S-aS-USUai ''titrrtrdc. W'-rrh H v6 peiCClU Ut UlC WOI !Gi> popu'iaUOtT
J

percent of_.gi££iLlT»^v—gas is simply
unconscionable for the U.S. (to/fio^play a leadership role."

i y^^cJjuJLi^ 
c-CHiOxa J e -,i-n-GLOBE legislators agree that Jhis convention should

. /)ut^ h cuitTtx>r>
meaningfu’ goals(4e- stabilize and reduce greenhouse g:^es, pariiculary

carbon dioxid^ whtch is—the major source—and the one -t4^—Uioxid—Cdii^
3-ddreSS withont waiting for npw ff»phr>n|ngy^

'' \ 'fw' Cev>^ U_V^ 'K'om bs 5'^w^‘fr ^ ,
A'__KAr-n r<>cnlvfi^ Jj'j HOW Critical

move ahead aggressively and honestly (owards the completion of a

framework agreement.

GLOBE will soon introduce its own action agenda on Climate Change, which 

will include measures to reduce energy consumption through conservatior],

and reduction of fossilalternative , technology, 
\J

fuel/f.
V
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ALBERtGORE, JR.
' TENNESSEE

393 Russell Senate Office Building 
Phone: 202-224-4944

Bnitti States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-4202

"Global wanning is perhaps the greatest threat our planet has ever 
faced," said Gore. "The footdragging displayed by some countries at thc» n^goti ati Qiw.,— particularly by the United States — is 
discouraging, indeed.


