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June 30, 1993 

Jimmy Langman 
Assistant to the Chairman 
Earth Island I n s t i t u t e 
300 Broadway Suite 28 
San Francisco, CA 94133-3312 

Dear Jimmy: 

I apologize for not getting back to you sooner. I hope 
things are going well i n the planning of the Global Restoration 
Fair. I'd be interested to hear how the meeting with Secretary 
Babbitt and Counselor Wirth went. 

You may have seen that the Vice President t r a v e l l e d to San 
Francisco l a s t week to kick o f f the Summer of Service on Treasure 
Island. Even though the summer projects are underway, we s t i l l 
are unsure of what the complete National Service Program w i l l 
look l i k e . Congress i s scheduled to vote next week, but there i s 
s t i l l some discontentment with the cost of the program. We're 
hoping that the plan w i l l pass r e l a t i v e l y i n t a c t before the Labor 
Day recess, at which point we'll be able to r e a l l y reach out and 
encourage groups and individuals to get involved. I ' l l l e t you 
a l l know when I hear where t h i s i s going. 

In terms of Summer opportunities, the East Bay Conservation 
Corps i s spear-heading e f f o r t s i n your area. Joanna Lennon i s 
the contact. I've included a press release on t h e i r e f f o r t s and 
would encourage you to contact them. 

Let me know how your e f f o r t s are progressing. 

Sincerely, 

Pam McElwee 
Special Assistant for Legislative 
and Public A f f a i r s , 
White House Office on Environmental 
Policy 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I NGTON 

June 21, 1993 

The Honorable Joseph I . Lieberman 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Lieberman: 

Thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me regarding Ms. Stephanie 
T r i b e a u l t ' s thoughts about p l a s t i c s which d i s s o l v e i n water. I t 
was good t o hear from you. 

As you know, I share President C l i n t o n ' s commitment t o the 
p r e s e r v a t i o n of our environment i n a way t h a t leads t o strong and 
sustainable economic growth. I appreciate l e a r n i n g of Ms. 
T r i b e a u l t ' s suggestions i n promoting the development o f p l a s t i c s 
which would d e t e r i o r a t e i n water. Her suggestion does r a i s e an 
i n t e r e s t i n g p o i n t w i t h respect t o w i l d l i f e p r o t e c t i o n . While I 
am not aware of any c u r r e n t research on these types of p l a s t i c s , 
I am aware of the concerns she r a i s e s w i t h regard t o marine 
p o l l u t i o n . I am forwarding Ms. T r i b e a u l t ' s concerns t o the 
Department o f the Navy f o r review and response. 

Thank you f o r sharing t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n w i t h me 

Kathleen A. McGini 
D i r e c t o r , White H6use OffiCSe on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 



JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN 
CONNECTICUT 

COWMITTEE:; 
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ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS 
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SMALL BLJSINESS 

lamtd States Senate 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0703 
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May 27, 1993 

Ms. Katy McGinty 
D i r e c t o r 
O f f i c e of Environmental P o l i c y 
The White House 
364 Old Executive O f f i c e B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ms. McGinty: 

I'm enclosing a copy of a l e t t e r which I r e c e n t l y received 
from one of my 14-year o l d c o n s t i t u e n t s , Stephanie T r i b e a u l t , 
w i t h her extremely i n t e r e s t i n g suggestions about the need f o r 
p l a s t i c s which can d e t e r i o r a t e very q u i c k l y a f t e r being exposed 
t o any type of l i q u i d . 

I would g r e a t l y appreciate i t i f you would review t h i s 
l e t t e r and advise me as t o whether there has been any s p e c i f i c 
research i n t o the use of these m a t e r i a l s . 

Thank you f o r your a t t e n t i o n t o t h i s matter. 

Spicerely, 

Jos sbphf I ^ Lieberman 

JIL:vh 
Enclosure 
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lk-3 Hic ikorv St re? a t 
M o r i c IT , C T C'63 6 0 
A p r i l E ; 3 , 1 9 9 3 

S e n a t o r J Ci s e p h l._ i B b e r m a n 
1 G o m m e i - c. i a 1 P1 a z a 
H a r t f o r d „ CT 

Dear BG?via t o r Lieberman 

My name i n Stephanie? T h i b e a u l t £\nd am a f o u r tteen 
o l d who i s ve^rv' i n t e r s ? ; t e d i n h e l p i n g the env i ronment 

'ear 

I was watching T.V. one Wednesday evevTirig and the show 
I wa-5 watching was t a l k i n g about t he environme?nt. I saw •-• 
duck who hsid a p l a s t i c si;-; pack h o l d e r stuck around i t s 
neck,. That made me so mad t o t h i n k o f a l l the i n c o n s i d e r a t e 
people out t h e r e who don't evevi care what they do w i t h t h e i r 
garbage. I t a l s o made me t h i n k o f b a l l o o n s . When b a l l o o n s 
get i n the a i r , t h e r e ' s a very good chance i t might lavid i r i 
a body o f water. Gome animal may t h i n k i t a pi e c e o f food,, 
and w i l l , then s t a r t t o eat i t . Theri the animal gets very 
sick., and J most l i k e l y , i t ends up dead, a l l because o f some 
s t u p i d persovT who s h o u l d , but o b v i o u s l y d o e i i n ' t , have t he 
b r a i n s t o know they may be k i l l i n g and innocerrb a n i m a l . 
That r e a l l y , r e a l l y burns me up i n s i d e . 

A f t e r t h a t , I began t o t h i n k . Can't we make some k i n d 
o f p l a s t i c t h a t can d e t e r i o r a t e very q u i c k l y a f t e r being 
exposed t o any k i n d o f l i q u i d ? I f t h a t c o u l d be done, t h e 
number o f animals t h a t n o r m a l l y d i e from p l a s t i c s arid o t h e r 
wastes would be reduced g r e a t l y . I know i t ' s e a s i e r s a i d 
t h a n done, but I'm w i l l i n g t o t r y and f i n d a way, w i t h t h e 
hel p o f , maybe, a p r o f e s s i o n a l who s p e c i f i e s i n the making 
o f b i o d e g r a d a b l e p r o d u c t s . 

For example, a b a l l o o n g e t s out o f the hands of a 
youngster a t a c a r n i v a l . I t goes up i n the a i r , t r a v e l i v n g 
wherever t he wind takes i t . Say i t s t a r t s t o r a i n . I f t h a t 
b a l l o o n was the kivid t h a t would d e t e r i o r a t e being exposed t o 
l i q u i d , t h a t b a l l o o n vMouldn't be a b l e t o reach t he ground or 
a body o f water. The r a i n would d e t e r i o r a t e i t . 

My s c i e n c e teacher gave me a bag o f st y r o f o a m pieces 
shaped l i k e s i t i . When you put one under runnivig water, i t 
d e t e r i o r a t e s . The reason f o r t h a t i s because i t i s made o f 



I am a v e r y d e d i c a t e d person, and, l i k e I s a i d e a r l i e r 
i n t h i s l e t t e r , I would be v e r y w i l l i n g to t r y and f i n d a 
way t o make t h i s idea come t r u e . 

Please t r y avid get back t o me as soon as p o s s i b l e , but 
I know you are a v e r y busy man. I r e a l l y , r e a l l y would l i k e 
t o see t h i s idea get somewhere. Thank you very much f o r 
your t i m e . I hope t o hear from, you soon. 

S i n c e r e 1 y y o u r s , 

7 
]Oj.y 

S t e p h a VT i e T' hi i b e a u 11 

P.B. I have enclosed one o f the s t y r o f o a m pieces I 
mentioned e a r l i e r . J u s t put i t under r u n n i n g water 
and i n seconds y o u ' l l see i t d e t e r i o r a t e v e r y q u i c k l y . 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

June 16, 1993 

The Honorable Joseph I . Lieberman 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear .Senator Lieberman: 

Thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me regarding the your thoughts on 
the development of a n a t i o n a l environmental s t r a t e g y . I t was 
good t o hear from you, and I appreciate your k i n d words of 
support. 

President C l i n t o n , Vice President Gore and I are committed 
t o the p r e s e r v a t i o n of our environment i n a way t h a t leads t o 
strong and sustainable economic growth. I share your enthusiasm 
f o r the development of a n a t i o n a l environmental s t r a t e g y . I too 
b e l i e v e t h a t such a s t r a t e g y w i l l provide an e x c e l l e n t 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o address the environmental challenges we c u r r e n t l y 
face. The Vice President and I agree t h a t such a s t r a t e g y should 
include a process f o r monitoring progress toward i t s goal of 
environmental s u s t a i n a b i l i t y . 

As you know, the release of the Executive Order e s t a b l i s h i n g 
the O f f i c e on Environmental P o l i c y i s c u r r e n t l y being delayed by 
the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the EPA Cabinet B i l l i n the House. I 
understand t h a t you have spoken t o Mr. Jack Quinn of the Vice 
President's O f f i c e w i t h regard t o the language p e r t a i n i n g t o a 
n a t i o n a l environmental s t r a t e g y you would l i k e t o have included 
i n the Executive Order. Be assured t h a t as the debate over the 
EPA B i l l comes t o a close, we w i l l be i n touch t o discuss t h i s 
matter f u r t h e r . I look forward t o working w i t h you i n the f u t u r e 
on t h i s very important matter. 

Again, thank you f o r sharing your concerns w i t h me. 

Sincere 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White Hou^e O f f i c e 
Environmental P o l l 

KAM/avl 



JOSEPH I. LIEBERMAN ^ ' " " ^ 
WASHINGTON. DC 20510 

CONNECTICUT (202| 224-404 1 

COMMITTEES: STATE OFFICE: 

ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC WORKS ^ , . ONE COMMERCIAL PLAZA 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS Bmted States ^mm 2 1ST FLOOR 
HARTFORD, CT 06 103 

SMALL BUSINESS 
WASHINGTON, DC 2 0 5 1 0 - 0 7 0 3 ^^^^ FRE°E'1-8OO-225-5605 

May 28, 1993 

Ms. Kathleen McGinty 
Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Director, Office on Environmental Policy 
Old Executive Office Building, Rm. 360 
Washington. DC 20501 

Dear Katie: 

I understand that the White House Office on Environmental Policy will soon 
initiate the development of a national environmental strategy, and that it plans to 
complete this strategy by June, 1994. I applaud this effort. If properly structured, a 
strategy can be an effective tool for aligning economic and environmental policies. It 
also can and should be a part of the effort to reinvent government. I am writing to 
express my continued support for a national environmental strategy, and to provide 
some specific suggestions regarding the strategy's development. 

The U.S. government, other nations, and two distinguished U.S. commissions 
have endorsed national environmental strategies as critical tools for integrating 
economic and environmental policy and for establishing concrete steps toward 
"sustainable development.'" But the growing consensus on the need for national 
environmental strategies is not matched by a consensus on how such strategies 
should be developed and structured. Hence, we are challenged to define an effective 
approach. 

One of the commissions that considered this issues, the National Commission 
on the Environment, provided thoughtful guidance on how such a strategy should be 
structured. Based on the Commission's recommendations, and keeping in mind 
concepts from David Osborne's approach to "reinventing government," I strongly 

' in its recent report, Choosing a Sustainable Future, the National Commission on the 
Environment -- a non-partisan, distinguished commission that included Alice Rivlin, Gus Speth, 
Madeleine Kunin, environmentalists, industry and four former EPA administrators - recommended the 
Administration develop a national environmental strategy outlining steps tow^ard sustainable 
development. The Carnegie Commission on Science, Technology and Government endorsed the idea. 
Further, the U.S. government has promoted the development of national plans in international fora. 
Agenda 21, the blueprint for environmental policies in the 1990's signed by the U.S. and over 150 
other nations at the Rio Earth Summit last June, recommends all countries develop national plans to 
integrate economic and environmental goals. In addition, at the 1992 G-7 Summit, the G-7 countries 
committed to "publishing national action plans," as envisioned at the Rio Summit, by December, 1993. 



advise the following: 

First, the strategy should be performance-based; that is, it must establish 
measurable environmental goals (consistent with statutory mandates), interim 
milestones, and a process for monitoring progress toward goals. This 
approach places government in a steering role, better enabling government to 
steer multiple agencies and the private-sector toward common ends. 
Demonstrating that the federal government can, in concert with the private 
sector, make measured progress on priority problems (e.g. reducing the blood 
lead level in children) will help restore confidence in government's effectiveness. 

Second, since a strategy would affect multiple government agencies, states, 
and the private sector, it should reflect broad-based support. The strategy 
must be developed through a widely consultative process that involves 
Congress, the Executive branch, states, business, and members of the public. 
White House leadership would, however, be essential as well. 

The National Commission on the Environment also recommended that the 
strategy have a statutory basis. In February I drafted an amendment to S. 171, the 
EPA elevation bill, designed to implement this recommendation. I did not offer the 
amendment, however, since the Administration at that time assured me of its 
willingness to go forward with a strategy and to include the language of my draft 
amendment in the Executive Order establishing the new White House Office on 
Environmental Policy. I hope that this is still the Administration's intent. 

Successful development and implementation of a national environmental 
strategy would have multiple rewards. It would provide a mechanism for intelligently 
integrating environmental concerns into economic, transportation, agricultural, and 
other policy areas to ensure both economic and environmental gains - an important 
objective of this Administration. Likewise, it would contribute to the Administration's 
efforts to reinvent government. It will also strengthen the U.S.'s credibility in 
international negotiations. As we continue to urge other countries to develop long 
term environmental plans that integrate environmental and economic objectives, it is 
important the U.S. lead by example. Because of these implications, I urge you to give 
careful consideration to the strategy's development. I am also writing to Alice Rivlin 
and Jack Gibbons to encourage them to do the same. 

Please let me know how I or my staff can be of further assistance in the 
strategy's development. 

Sincerely, 

seph I. Lieberman 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

June 17, 1993 

The Honorable Trent L o t t 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator L o t t : 

On behalf o f the President, I would l i k e t o thank you f o r 
c o n t a c t i n g me regarding your concerns about the issues 
surrounding wetlands r e g u l a t i o n . I t was good t o hear from you, 
and I s i n c e r e l y apologize f o r the delay i n my response. 

As you know. President C l i n t o n and Vice President Gore are 
committed t o the p r e s e r v a t i o n of our n a t u r a l resources i n a way 
t h a t leads t o s t r o n g and sustainable economic growth. The 
President shares your concerns about the u n c e r t a i n t i e s 
surrounding wetlands p o l i c i e s of the past. 

As you may be aware, an Interagency Working Group on Federal 
Wetlands P o l i c y was convened on June 4 t o review and seek t o 
c l a r i f y the issues surrounding f e d e r a l wetlands p o l i c y i n 
a n t i c i p a t i o n of the r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n of the Clean Water Act. I t 
includes r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of a l l f e d e r a l agencies i n v o l v e d i n , or 
impacted by, the p r o t e c t i o n o f wetlands. I n a d d i t i o n , the 
working group w i l l s o l i c i t a broad range of views, i n c l u d i n g 
those o f the Congress; s t a t e and l o c a l government; 
en v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s ; developers and homebuilders; a g r i c u l t u r a l 
i n t e r e s t s ; and o t h e r s . I t i s possible t h a t the House Committee 
on Public Works could mark up the Clean Water Act i n l a t e J u l y . 
Therefore, the working group i s t e n t a t i v e l y scheduled t o produce 
d r a f t p o l i c y papers on major wetlands issues f o r i n t e r n a l review 
by July 1• 

I c e r t a i n l y appreciate l e a r n i n g your thoughts i n t h i s 
regard, and I look forward t o working w i t h you as we move forward 
w i t h the r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n of the Clean Water Act. 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White Hou 
Environmental P o l i c 

KAM/avl 



or.iK I D i ' A t f r u A i c i e c y y i c i r j t w > w"" iw"*v 

mnitd <9tateB Senate 
WASHINGTON, DC 20610 

May 25, 1S93 

The Preeident 
The White House 
Washington, D.C, 20510 

Dear Mr. Presiciehti 

The etatad purpose of the group is to provide a forum to 
allow appJopr!ate agency heads to work together with n̂ embers of 
Congre.ta'̂ ô̂ dcvelop a cL^eneu. on watlanda policy issues. 

The wotlanda issue ie a complex one in which regional 

appJoacheswMlcS should be addressed by the new working group. 

The current Section 404 prograni needs to be modified. We 
belieJe t S a f ? ; changea recommended by ^^r-^^^i^^g^Senlte, 
have bipartisan support necessary to move through the Senate, 
Senate iepui??Sans Should ^oin our ^-^<'^^^^\ZLlltTf\ot i^ 
assistinq the group to develop a consensus. Members of both 
partiei Is will as the private factor should participate. 

We know of your interest in thia issue. Wa hop^ Jo work 
with you to develop a wetlands policy that works for the 
enJiroSilent, but also for the landowners, small bueinaseea, and 
local economies. 

With best wishes, 

Cordially, 



Or.i'M (Jl 'ACl itt i^wv^/AVi 
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May 25, 1993 
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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

June 17, 1993 

The Honorable Richard G. Lugar 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Lugar: 

On behalf of the President, I would l i k e t o thank you f o r 
c o n t a c t i n g me regarding your concerns about the issues 
surrounding wetlands r e g u l a t i o n . I t was good t o hear from you, 
and I s i n c e r e l y apologize f o r the delay i n my response. 

As you know. President C l i n t o n and Vice President Gore are 
committed t o the p r e s e r v a t i o n of our n a t u r a l resources i n a way 
t h a t leads t o strong and sustainable economic growth. The 
President shares your concerns about the u n c e r t a i n t i e s 
surrounding wetlands p o l i c i e s of the past. 

As you may be aware, an Interagency Working Group on Federal 
Wetlands P o l i c y was convened on June 4 t o review and seek t o 
c l a r i f y the issues surrounding f e d e r a l wetlands p o l i c y i n 
a n t i c i p a t i o n of the r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n of the Clean Water Act. I t 
includes r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of a l l f e d e r a l agencies involved i n , or 
impacted by, the p r o t e c t i o n of wetlands. I n a d d i t i o n , the 
working group w i l l s o l i c i t a broad range of views, i n c l u d i n g 
those of the Congress; s t a t e and l o c a l government; 
en v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s ; developers and homebuilders; a g r i c u l t u r a l 
i n t e r e s t s ; and others. I t i s possible t h a t the House Committee 
on Public Works could mark up the Clean Water Act i n l a t e J u l y . 
Therefore, the working group i s t e n t a t i v e l y scheduled t o produce 
d r a f t p o l i c y papers on major wetlands issues f o r i n t e r n a l review 
by July 1. 

Your o f f i c e has been i n v i t e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the f o l l o w i n g 
meetings of t h i s Interagency task f o r c e : 

June 22 2:00-5:00 Presenters: Environmentalists 
June 29 2:00-5:00 Presenters: Senator Breaux 
July 1 2:00-5:00 Presenters: Others 

The meetings w i l l take place i n the CEQ conference room at 722 
Jackson Place. 



I c e r t a i n l y appreciate l e a r n i n g your thoughts i n t h i s 
regard, and I look forward t o working w i t h you on t h i s matter i n 
the f u t u r e . 

Kathleen A. McGinty _ 
D i r e c t o r , White Hous^ O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 



Bratd t̂attB Senate 
WASHINGTON, DC 20610 

May 25, 1993 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Mr. Presidentl 

When the Senate considered the Department of the Environment 
Act, senator Tonn Breaux announced on J^e Senate floor that your 
5̂m̂ T,̂ «?rat̂ Qn had accepted a recommendation to form a working 
^ip'on wet?andriasue! for the Clean Water Act reauthorization. 

The Stated purpose of the group is to provide a forum to 
allow approprlateagency heads to work together with members of 
Cong?esa^?o^dcvelop a consensus on w«tlands policy issues. 

n̂v,* t«»tlAnda issue is a coroplex one in which regional 
differenc^t Such ar^Sose identified by the Lower Mi«»i"^PP^_ 
Delta Sevelipment Coimniseion which you chaired, require different 
approaches which should be addressed by the new working group. 

The current Section 404 progran̂  needs to be modified. We 
believe that if changes recoinSiended by the working group are to 
hive bipartisan support necessary to move through the Senate, 
6enlte iep^??2ans Should Join our ^i^:^Srbo?h 
assisting the group to develop a 
parties as well as the private sector should participate. 

Me know of your interest in this issue, we hope to work 
with you tSdevelop a wetlands policy that ^o^ks for the 
Environment, but also for the landowners, small bueinessea, and 
local economies. 

With best wishes. 

Cordially, 
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June 17, 1993 

Mr. Kenneth L. Lay 
Chairman & CEO 
Enron Corporation 
P.O. Box 1188 
Houston, TX 77251-1188 

Dear Mr. Lay: 

On behalf of the President and Vice President, I would l i k e 
t o thank you f o r your p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the President's Council on 
Sustainable Development. I t was good t o see you the other day at 
the announcement i n the Rose Garden. 

As you know, t h i s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s committed t o the 
p r e s e r v a t i o n of our g l o b a l environment i n a way t h a t leads t o 
strong and sustainable economic growth. I appreciate the time 
you took out of your busy schedule t o attend the announcement. 

President C l i n t o n s t r o n g l y believes t h a t t h i s new c o u n c i l 
w i l l provide an e x c e l l e n t means f o r addressing the challenges we 
c u r r e n t l y face i n t h i s arena. By b r i n g i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the 
business and environmental communities together w i t h key members 
of the Cabinet, we hope t o r e a l i z e the goals of Agenda 21 and the 
Rio Earth Summit. 

We share your enthusiasm f o r t h i s new i n i t i a t i v e , and I look 
forward t o working w i t h the new c o u n c i l as we move forward on 
t h i s very important matter. 

Again, thank you f o r your p a r t i c i p a t i o n , and welcome aboard! 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White House O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avlchavis 



June 17, 1993 

Mr. Jonathan Lash 
President 
World Resources I n s t i t u t e 
1709 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dear Mr. Lash: 

On behalf of the President and Vice President, I would l i k e 
t o thank you f o r your p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the President's Council on 
Sustainable Development. I t was good t o see you the other day at 
the announcement i n the Rose Garden. 

.As you know, t h i s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s committed t o the 
p r e s e r v a t i o n of our g l o b a l environment i n a way t h a t leads t o 
strong and sustainable economic growth. I appreciate the time 
you took out of your busy schedule t o attend the announcement. 

President C l i n t o n s t r o n g l y believes t h a t t h i s new c o u n c i l 
w i l l provide an e x c e l l e n t means f o r addressing the challenges we 
c u r r e n t l y face i n t h i s arena. By b r i n g i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the 
business and environmental communities together w i t h key members 
of the Cabinet, we hope t o r e a l i z e the goals of Agenda 21 and the 
Rio Earth Summit. 

We share your enthusiasm f o r t h i s new i n i t i a t i v e , and I look 
forward t o working w i t h the new c o u n c i l as we move forward on 
t h i s very important matter. 

Again, thank you f o r your p a r t i c i p a t i o n , and welcome aboard! 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White House O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

WAS H I N G T O N 

June 16, 1993 

The Honorable H. M a r t i n Lancaster 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Lancaster: 

On behalf of the President, I would l i k e t o thank you f o r 
c o n t a c t i n g me regarding a "wetlands summit" t o debate the issues 
surrounding wetlands r e g u l a t i o n . I t was good t o hear from you, 
and I s i n c e r e l y apologize f o r the delay i n my response. 

As you know. President C l i n t o n and Vice President Gore are 
committed t o the p r e s e r v a t i o n of our n a t u r a l resources i n a way 
t h a t leads t o strong and sustainable economic growth. The 
President shares your concerns about the u n c e r t a i n t i e s 
surrounding wetlands p o l i c i e s of the past. 

As you may be aware, an Interagency Working Group on Federal 
Wetlands P o l i c y was convened on June 4 t o review and seek t o 
c l a r i f y the issues surrounding f e d e r a l wetlands p o l i c y i n 
a n t i c i p a t i o n of the r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n of the Clean Water Act. I t 
includes r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of a l l f e d e r a l agencies involved i n , or 
impacted by, the p r o t e c t i o n of wetlands. I n a d d i t i o n , the 
working group w i l l s o l i c i t a broad range of views, i n c l u d i n g 
those of the Congress; s t a t e and l o c a l government; 
en v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s ; developers and homebuilders; a g r i c u l t u r a l 
i n t e r e s t s ; and others. I t i s possible t h a t the House Committee 
on Public Works could mark up the Clean Water Act i n l a t e July. 
Therefore, the working group i s t e n t a t i v e l y scheduled t o produce 
d r a f t p o l i c y papers on major wetlands issues f o r i n t e r n a l review 
by J u l y 1. 

I c e r t a i n l y appreciate l e a r n i n g your thoughts i n t h i s 
regard, and I look forward t o working w i t h you as we move forward 
w i t h the r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n of the Clean Water Act. 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White Ho 
Environmental P o l l 

KAM/avl 



Conorê tf of tte IHntteb Atateit 
l̂ ou£e of 3Ele9rt«entattbe< 

Waftingtan, SC 20513 

February 19, 1993 

President B i l l Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 
Dear Kr. President; 

Over the last (our years the undersigned have followed 
closely the controvareial and frequently changing polloio© on 
wetlands proposed by the Bush Administration. We have heard 
from our constituents that tho current wetlands regulatory 
program has caused then severe hardships and has greatly 
dlittiniehed the value of their property. Our local public 
officials have described their difficulties in attempting to 
meet important infrastructure needs and the loss of taxes 
related to wetlands regulatory requirements. 

A number of serious errors have been nade in the 
implemontation of thio program. Those errors include: 

1. Failure to adequately support restoration of existing 
wetlands through adequate private sector incentives and public 
funding. 

2. Adopting broad wetlands definitions and regulatory 
procedures without public input and comment. 

3. Frequently changing policies and procedures so that 
i t is difficult and in some cases impossible to meet the 
requirements of the regulatory program. 

4. An inflexible and dogmatic approach to the isisuance 
of permits for activities in wetlands. 

5. Failure to pay due respect to the Constitutional 
guarantee that private property shall not be taken without the 
payment of just compensation. 

6. Unduely burdensome, costly, and lengthy permitting 
procedures with which many low and middle income constItuente 
cannot comply. 

7. Failure to meet the basic requirements of due procooa 
by allowing appeals of administrative decisions restricting 
property uses. 

8. Failure to consult with local and state governments 
in making wetlands determinations which impact local 
economies, particularly in those areas with disproportionate 
wetland acreages. 

We are hopeful that your adsiinistration will bring 
together in a spirit of cooperation a l l of tho diverse 
interests associated with this issue. We believe that a 
summit, siniilar to your economic summit, could debate these 



issues and propose sound measures for accomplishing the goals 
of wetlands protection while respecting the Constitutional 
rights of property owners. 

We also urge you to refrain from further rulemaking on 
this issue pending this wetlands summit to allow your 
administration to propose a well thoughtout and comprehensive 
wetlands proposal. 

If this issue is not adequately addressed by your 
administration, the next few years will see a flood of 
lawsuits seeking compensation for property values taken and 
will result not only in the loss of public acceptance of this 
program, but also the loss to the public treasury of many 
millions of dollars. 

As fellow Democrats we wish to work with you to organize 
and promote a national ongoing dialogue on wetlands. We look 
forward to working with you to address this important issue. 

Best Wishes, 

Sonny Montgomery, M.C 

Bob Clement, M.C WilHatn Or ton, M.C, 

. I 7 7 J 01; ,̂ 7 ,17 iHAO'.'t ' fc-q'.-n I n7,n/, JSTdO'aiS.l XOJ3X;AS iN5S 



President B i l l Clinton 
The White House 
February 19, 1993 

Ron Klink, M.C. Solomon P. Ortiz, M.C. 
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Honorable Billy Tauzin , , 
House of Representatives j ^ I U\} -yV 
Washington. D.C. 20515-1321 ' -̂z" ^^^^ ' 

Dear Mr. Tauzin 

T̂ v̂ t̂JŜ j'̂ ^̂ 'f̂ your February 19 lette 

Issues and »«slEt dovclopment of this Admln1strati on's policies on protecting 

and regulating wetlands. 

yy^m^ 
^sh^ra^Qur concerns regarding the uncertalntlQS surrounding wetlands / 

y y ^ 
policies of the past. This Administration will clearly articulate Us 
position on wetlands protection 1n the coming monthŝ.-'We are(:ĉ Off)m'ltt'ed'to 

making a genuine effort to meet the goal of "no netSo^s" 'o1̂  wetlanjjs-̂ by fully 

using the conservation and protection tools already at our disposal. I am r^f. 

convinced that the currant wetlands regulatory r m p r i ^ l i i>n -in>i(muljiVltmrf 

1 II I, ui;>y leadership and adequate funding to make t^te 

effective and responsive to public needs and concerns. 

Considerable debate and discussion have already occurred on the issues of 

wetlands management and protection. The public, Industry, State and local 

governments, Federal agencies, and other Interests have all contributed their 

knowledge and experience In such diverse forums as the National Wetlands 

Policy Forum, the Bush Administration's Domestic Policy Council's Task Force 



Honorable Billy Tauzin 

on Wetlands, various congressional hearings during the last legislative 

session, as well as the extensive public record on revisions to the Federal 

wetlands delineation manual proposed in 1931. I believe there is more than 

enough background available on wetlands regulatory Issues to begin to develop 

sound wetlands policies. A "wetlands summit" Is not Hkely to provide 

significant new Information to guida this process. However, I believe a 

serious Joint effort between this Administration and Congress is needed to 

resolve wetland issues during the Clean Water Act reauthorization process. 

For this reason, I am establishing an interagency task force, led by the White 

House OfficQ a/ Env1ronmontal Policy, to work with Congress on this issue 

Thank you again for your letter and your Interest In wetland conservation 

policy Issues. If you have any questions, ploase let rae know. 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTO N 

June 16, 1993 

The Honorable Greg Laughlin 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear C'ongressman Laughlin: 

On behalf of the President, I would l i k e t o thank you f o r 
c o n t a c t i n g me regarding a "v/etlands summit" t o debate the issues 
surrounding wetlands r e g u l a t i o n . I t was good t o hear from you, 
and I s i n c e r e l y apologize f o r the delay i n my response. 

As you know. President C l i n t o n and Vice President Gore are 
committed t o the p r e s e r v a t i o n of our n a t u r a l resources i n a way 
t h a t leads t o strong and sustainable economic growth. The 
President shares your concerns about the u n c e r t a i n t i e s 
surrounding wetlands p o l i c i e s of the past. 

As you may be aware, an Interagency Working Group on Federal 
Wetlands P o l i c y was convened on June 4 t o review and seek t o 
c l a r i f y the issues surrounding f e d e r a l wetlands p o l i c y i n 
a n t i c i p a t i o n of the r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n of the Clean Water Act. I t 
includes r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of a l l f e d e r a l agencies involved i n , or 
impacted by, the p r o t e c t i o n of wetlands. I n a d d i t i o n , the 
working group w i l l s o l i c i t a broad range of views, i n c l u d i n g 
those of the Congress; s t a t e and l o c a l government; 
en v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s ; developers and homebuilders; a g r i c u l t u r a l 
i n t e r e s t s ; and others. I t i s possible t h a t the House Committee 
on Public Works could mark up the Clean Water Act i n l a t e July. 
Therefore, the working group i s t e n t a t i v e l y scheduled t o produce 
d r a f t p o l i c y papers on major wetlands issues f o r i n t e r n a l review 
by July 1. 

I c e r t a i n l y appreciate l e a r n i n g your thoughts i n t h i s 
regard, and I look forward t o working w i t h you as we move forward 
w i t h the r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n of the Clean Water Act. 

y 
Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White Hou 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 



nô fngton, 9C 20513 

February 19, 1993 

President B i l l Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue K.W. 
Washington/ D.C. 

Dear Kr. President: 

Over the last four years the undersigned have followed 
closely the controverelal and frequently changing poUoiee on 
wetlands proposed by the Bush Administration, We have heard 
from our constituents that the current wetlands regulatory 
program has caused then severe hardships and has greatly 
dittiniBhed tho value of their property. Our local public 
officials have described their difficulties in attempting to 
meet important infrastructure needs and th« loss of taxes 
related to wetlands regulatory requirements. 

A number of serious errors have been nade in the 
implementation of thio program. Those errors Include; 

1. Failure to adequately support restoration of existing 
wetlands through adequate private sector incentives and public 
funding. 

2. Adopting broad wetlands definitions and regulatory 
procedures without public input and comiQent. 

3. Frequently changing policies and procedures so that 
i t is difficult and in some cases impossible to meet the 
requirements of the regulatory program. 

4. An inflexible and dogmatic approach to the issuance 
of permits for activities in wetlands. 

5. Failure to pay due respect to the Constitutional 
guarantee that private property shall not be taken without the 
payment of just compensation. 

6. Unduely burdensome, costly, and lengthy permitting 
procedures with which many low and middle income conatituente 
cannot comply. 

7. Failure to meet the basic requirements of due proceaa 
by allowing appeals of administrative decisions restricting 
property uses. 

8. Failure to consult with local and state governments 
in making wetlands determiratlona which impact local 
economies, particularly in those areas with disproportionate 
wetland acreages. 

Wa are hopeful that your adminietration will bring 
together in a spirit of cooperation a l l of the diverse 
interests aasociated with this issue. We believe that a 
summit, similar to your economic summit, could debate these 



issues and propose sound measures for accomplishing the goals 
of wetlands protection while respecting the Constitutional 
rights of property owners. 

We also urge you to refrain from further rulemaking on 
this issue pending this wetlands summit to allow your 
administration to propose a well thoughtout and comprehensive 
wetlands proposal. 

If this issue is not adequately addressed by your 
administration, the next few years will see a flood of 
lawsuits seeking compensation for property values taken and 
will result not only in the loss of public acceptance of thia 
program, but also the loss to the public treasury of many 
millions of dollars. 

As fallow Democrats we wish to work with you to organize 
and promote a national ongoing dialogue on wetlands. We look 
forward to working with you to address this important issue. 

Best Wishes, 

Bob Clement, M.C. WilHatn Or ton, M.C, 

77?aCtT7n7 



President B i l l Clinton 
The White House 
February 19, 1993 

cur ies W. Stenholj/ M.C. 

Ron Klink, M.C, Solomon P. Ortiz, M.C. 

.-' 77CiOC*'7n7 
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Honorable Billy Tauzin 
House of Representatives j ^ I LAJ 
Washington. D.C. 20515-1321 > ^y ^^^^ 

Dear Mr. Tauzin 

7̂ vâ jjŜ y5î >î your February 19 lette 

Issues and t$s1st dovelopment of this Administration's policies on protecting 

and regulating wetlands. 

^shar«^our concerns regdrdlng the uncertaintlQS surrounding wetlands ^^yf 

policies of the pdst. This Administration will claarly articulate. Its 

position on wetlands protection In the coming nionths,..-"'We are(:xoiriniTtted̂ to 

making a genuine effort to meet the goal of "no net^Tos^"'^ wetUn.dŝ y fulI)' 

using the conservation and protection tools already at our disposal. I am 

convinced that the current wetlands regulatory r ^ - j r ^ ^ h ^ ^ - i i r ^ i u o T y ^ m ^ ^ 

^ hfHr'i'f thn* wiiti iir IliLj. 

1 II», iJii^j blUt; leadership and adequate funding to make 1 : ^ fv-*^"^ 

effective and responsive to public needs and concerns. 

Considerable debate and discussion have already occurred on the issues of 

wetlands management and protection. The public, industry, State and local 

governments, Federal agencies, and other Interests have all contributed their 

knowledge and experience In such diverse forums as the National Wetlands 

Policy Forum, the Bush Administration's Domestic Policy Council's Task Force 



Honorable Billy Tauzin 

on Wetlands, various congressional hearings during the last legislative 

session, as well as the extensive public record on revisions to the Federal 

wetlands delinoatlon manual proposed in 1991. I believe there is raore than 

enough background available on wetlands regulatory Issues to begin to develop 

sound wetlands policies. A "wetlands jummit" is not likely to provide 

significant new information to guida this process. However, I believe a 

serious Joint effort between this Administration and Congress is needed to 

resolve wetland issues during the Clean Hater Act reauthorization process. 

For this reason, I am establishing an interagency task force, led by the White 

House OfficQ n/ Environmental Policy, to work with Congress on this issue. 

h 
Thank you again for your letter and your Interest in wetland conservation 

policy issuas. If you have any questions, ploase let me know. 

Sincerely, 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

WAS H I N G T O N 

June 16, 1993 

The Honorable John J. LaFalce 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear C3ongressman LaFalce: 

On behalf of the President, I would l i k e t o thank you f o r 
c o n t a c t i n g me regarding a "wetlands summit" t o debate the issues 
surrounding wetlands r e g u l a t i o n . I t was good t o hear from you, 
and I s i n c e r e l y apologize f o r the delay i n my response. 

As you know. President C l i n t o n and Vice President Gore are 
committed t o the p r e s e r v a t i o n of our n a t u r a l resources i n a way 
t h a t leads t o strong and sustainable economic growth. The 
President shares your concerns about the u n c e r t a i n t i e s 
surrounding wetlands p o l i c i e s of the past. 

As you may be aware, an Interagency Working Group on Federal 
Wetlands Po l i c y was convened on June 4 t o review and seek t o 
c l a r i f y the issues surrounding f e d e r a l wetlands p o l i c y i n 
a n t i c i p a t i o n of the r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n of the Clean Water Act. I t 
includes r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of a l l f e d e r a l agencies involved i n , or 
impacted by, the p r o t e c t i o n of wetlands. I n a d d i t i o n , the 
working group w i l l s o l i c i t a broad range of views, i n c l u d i n g 
those of the Congress; s t a t e and l o c a l government; 
en v i r o n m e n t a l i s t s ; developers and homebuilders; a g r i c u l t u r a l 
i n t e r e s t s ; and others. I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t the House Committee 
on P u b l i c Works could mark up the Clean Water Act i n l a t e J u l y , 
Therefore, the working group i s t e n t a t i v e l y scheduled t o produce 
d r a f t p o l i c y papers on major wetlands issues f o r i n t e r n a l review 
by J u l y 1. 

I c e r t a i n l y appreciate l e a r n i n g your thoughts i n t h i s 
regard, and I look forward t o working w i t h you as we move forward 
w i t h the r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n of the Clean Water Act. 

Sincerely, 

(^y^ Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White House 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 



Consretftf of Wntteb Atated 

Mjutington, fiC 20515 

February 19, 1993 

President B i l l Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 
Dear Kr. President: 

Over the last four years the undersigned have followed 
cloeely the controverelal and frequently changing policies on 
wetlands proposed by the Bush Administration. We have heard 
from our aonstituenta that tho current wetlands regulatory 
program has caused then severe hardships and has greatly 
dlitiiniBhed tho value of their property. Our local public 
officials have described their difficulties in attempting to 
meet important infrastructure needs and the loss of taxes 
related to wetlands regulatory requirements. 

A nujober of serious errors have been nade in the 
impleaontaticn of thio prograni. Those errors include! 

1. Failure to adequately support restoration of existing 
wetlands through adequate private sector incentives and public 
funding. 

2. Adopting broad wetlands definitions and regulatory 
procedures without public input and aomment. 

3. Frequently Changing policies and procedures so that 
i t is difficult and in some cases impossible to meet the 
requirements of the regulatory program. 

4. An inflexible and dogmatic approach to the issuance 
of permits for activities in wetlands. 

5. Failure to pay due respect to the Constitutional 
guarantee that private property shall not be taken without the 
payment of just compensation. 

6. Unduely burdensome, costly, and lengthy permitting 
procedures with which many low and middle income constituents 
cannot comply. 

7. Failure to meet the basic requirements of due proceas 
by allowing appeals of administrative decisions restricting 
property uses. 

8. Failure to consult with local and state governments 
in making wetlands determinations which impact local 
economies, particularly in those areas with disproportionate 
wetland acreages. 

We are hopeful that your administration will bring 
together in a spirit of cooperation a l l of the diverse 
Interests associated with this issue. We believe that a 
summit, similar to your economic summit, could debate these 



issues and propose sound measures for accomplishing the goals 
of wetlands protection while respecting the Constitutional 
rights of property owners. 

We also urge you to refrain from further rulemaking on 
this issue pending this wetlands summit to allow your 
administration to propose a well thoughtout and comprehensive 
wetlands proposal. 

If this issue is not adequately addressed by your 
administration, the next few years will see a flood of 
lawsuits seeking compensation for property values taken and 
will result not only in the loss of public acceptance of this 
program, but also the loss to the public treasury of many 
millions of dollars. 

As fellow Democrats we wish to work with you to organize 
and promote a national ongoing dialogue on wetlands. We look 
forward to working with you to address this important issue. 

Best wishes, 

Bob Clement, M.C WilHatn Or ton, M.C, 

ŵo;.f ' fft_Q:_o : 07,0/, ja'doaisi x0vi3X;AS îJ5S 



President B i l l Clinton 
The White House 
February 19, 1993 

Cbfrles W. Stenholj^J M.C. 

~ -,y 

Ron Kl ink , M.C. Solomon P. Or t iz , M.C. 
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Honorable B i l l y Tauzin , / 
House of Representatives I ^ j L/\J 
Washington. D.C. 20515-1321 i . y K L W A ^ ^ ^ ^ I 

Dear Mr. Tauzin 

T̂ â lJS.-yŜ '̂/̂ your February 19 lette 

Issues and assist development of this Administration's policies on protecting 

and regulating wetlands. 

^shar<^our concerns regarding the uncertainties surrounding wetlands 

policies of the past. This Administration will clearly artlojiate Its 

position on wetlands protection 1n the coming months .-'We'aref̂ coffimln̂ d'to 

making a genuine effort to meet the goal of "no net lo^y""'of wetlands^/fully 

using the conservation and protection tools already at our disposal. I am 

convinced that the currant wetlands regulatory prograoJ^MTaatt^iM'^^c?^^ 

^hrUff'i'f tliiiti mttk ur t!iLJLi)^i^\i1aUuin, und 

eadership and adequate fun 

effective and responsive to public needs and concerns. 

Ay 

leadership and adequate funding to make 

Considerable debate and discussion have already occurred on the Issues of 

wetlands management and protection. Tho public, industry, state and local 

governments, Federal agencies, and other Interests have all contributed their 

knowledge and experience in such diverse forums as the National Wetlands 

Policy Forum, the Bush Administration's Domestic Policy Council's Task Force 



Honorable Billy Tauzin 

on Wetlands, various congressional hearings during the last legislative 

session, as well as the extensive public record on revisions to the Federal 

wetlands delineation manual proposed in 1991. I believe there is raore than 

enough background available on wetlands regulatory Issues to begin to develop 

sound wetlands policies. A "wetlands summit" Is not Hkely to provide 

significant new Information to guida this process. However, I believe a 

serious joint effort between this Administration and Congress Is needed to 

resolve wetland issues during the Clean Water Act reauthorization process. 

For this reason, I am establishing an interagency task force, led by the White] 

House Offica n/ Envlronmontal Policy, to work with Congress On this issue. 

h 
Thank you again for your letter and your Interest In wetland conservation 

policy 1SSU0S. If you have any questions, ploase let rae know. 

Sincerely, 

A. r-^.i /\^^ 

y 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

WAS H I N G T O N 

June 10, 1993 

Mr. Jay L e t t o 
1208 Snowden Road 
White Salmon, WA 98672 

Dear Mr. L e t t o : 

On behalf of President C l i n t o n and Vice President Gore, I 
would l i k e t o thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me w i t h your concerns 
about the Forest Management Plan. 

The President and I bel i e v e t h a t the Forest Conference held 
i n Portland on A p r i l 2 was a s i g n i f i c a n t step toward the 
r e s o l u t i o n of the problems f a c i n g the the P a c i f i c Northwest. At 
the conclusion of the conference. President C l i n t o n d i r e c t e d h i s 
Cabinet t o develop a Forest Management Plan w i t h i n 60 days. 

As you may know, three working groups have been e s t a b l i s h e d 
t o work on developing t h i s plan. The f i r s t group, working on 
ecosystem management assessment, i s e x p l o r i n g management 
a l t e r n a t i v e s t h a t a t t a i n the greatest economic and s o c i a l 
c o n t r i b u t i o n from the f o r e s t s of the region and meet the 
requirements of a p p l i c a b l e laws and r e g u l a t i o n s . Working Group 
I I , focusing on labor and community assistance, w i l l develop an 
economic plan t o address not j u s t temporary e f f o r t s but long-term 
economic development and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n . The l a s t working group 
w i l l work t o improve the r e l a t i o n s h i p s among f e d e r a l and s t a t e 
agencies i n the region and t o e l i m i n a t e impediments t h a t block 
coordinated a c t i o n . 

I c e r t a i n l y appreciate l e a r n i n g of your continued i n t e r e s t 
i n t h i s arena as we work toward the r e s o l u t i o n of t h i s very 
important matter. Again, thank you f o r sharing your views w i t h 
me. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White House O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 
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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

June 10, 1993 

Ms. Susan J. Le v i t o n 
5372 S.W. Barclay Ct. 
Beaverton, OR 97005 

Dear Ms. L e v i t o n : 

On behalf of President C l i n t o n and Vice President Gore, I 
would l i k e t o thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me w i t h your concerns 
about the Forest Management Plan. 

The President and I b e l i e v e t h a t the Forest Conference held 
i n P o r t l a n d on A p r i l 2 was a s i g n i f i c a n t step toward the 
r e s o l u t i o n of the problems f a c i n g the the P a c i f i c Northwest. At 
the conclusion of the conference. President C l i n t o n d i r e c t e d h i s 
Cabinet t o develop a Forest Management Plan w i t h i n 60 days. 

As you may know, three working groups have been est a b l i s h e d 
t o work on developing t h i s plan. The f i r s t group, working on 
ecosystem management assessment, i s e x p l o r i n g management 
a l t e r n a t i v e s t h a t a t t a i n the greatest economic and s o c i a l 
c o n t r i b u t i o n from the f o r e s t s of the region and meet the 
requirements of a p p l i c a b l e laws and r e g u l a t i o n s . Working Group 
I I , f ocusing on labor and community assistance, w i l l develop an 
economic plan t o address not j u s t temporary e f f o r t s but long-term 
economic development and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n . The l a s t working group 
w i l l work t o improve the r e l a t i o n s h i p s among f e d e r a l and s t a t e 
agencies i n the r e g i o n and t o e l i m i n a t e impediments t h a t block 
coordinated a c t i o n . 

I c e r t a i n l y appreciate l e a r n i n g of your continued i n t e r e s t 
i n t h i s arena as we work toward the r e s o l u t i o n of t h i s very 
important matter. Again, thank you f o r sharing your views w i t h 
me. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGintg^ / C^-^ 
D i r e c t o r , White House O f f i c e on 
Environmental Polxcy 

KAM/avl 
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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

June 10, 1993 

Mr. W i l l i a m B. Lazar 
319 S.W. Washington 
Suite 716 
Portland, OR 97204 

Dear Mr. Lazar: 

On behalf of President C l i n t o n and Vice President Gore, I 
would l i k e t o thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me w i t h your concerns 
about the Forest Management Plan. 

The President and I be l i e v e t h a t the Forest Conference held 
i n Portland on A p r i l 2 was a s i g n i f i c a n t step toward the 
r e s o l u t i o n of the problems f a c i n g the the P a c i f i c Northwest. At 
the conclusion of the conference. President C l i n t o n d i r e c t e d h i s 
Cabinet t o develop a Forest Management Plan w i t h i n 60 days. 

As you may know, three working groups have been e s t a b l i s h e d 
t o work on developing t h i s plan. The f i r s t group, working on 
ecosystem management assessment, i s e x p l o r i n g management 
a l t e r n a t i v e s t h a t a t t a i n the greatest economic and s o c i a l 
c o n t r i b u t i o n from the f o r e s t s of the region and meet the 
requirements of a p p l i c a b l e laws and r e g u l a t i o n s . Working Group 
I I , focusing on labor and community assistance, w i l l develop an 
economic plan t o address not j u s t temporary e f f o r t s but long-term 
economic development and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n . The l a s t working group 
w i l l work t o Improve the r e l a t i o n s h i p s among f e d e r a l and s t a t e 
agencies i n the region and t o e l i m i n a t e impediments t h a t block 
coordinated a c t i o n . 

I c e r t a i n l y appreciate l e a r n i n g of your continued i n t e r e s t 
i n t h i s arena as we work toward the r e s o l u t i o n of t h i s very 
important matter. Again, thank you f o r sharing your views w i t h 
me. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White House O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 
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WILLIAM B. LAZAR 
.•̂ l") S.W Washington Suite 7!f) Portland. Oregon 97204 503/225-0265 

June 3, 1993 

Ms. Katie McGinty 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
Director, Office of Environmental Policy 

Dear Ms. McGinty: 

1 understand that the timber industry and some labor groups are 
exerting extraordinary pressure upon the administration to return to the 
failed timber policies of the past. They would like to discredit any 
attempt to manage public forests on a scientifically sound, sustainable 
basis. 

You can not let that happen. The President must stand firm behind 
his promise to develop a scientifically sound, ecologically credible and 
legally responsible plan for the protection of the ancient forests of the 
Pacific Northwest. He must act to hold these magnificent forests "in 
trust for future generations", 

I am one of the majority of Northwesterners who cherish our natural 
resource heritage and who want our children and grandchildren to have the 
same opportunity as we do to appreciate the majesty of the ancient forest 
ecosystem. We are counting on the President. 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

June 10, 1993 

Mr. John D. Lyle 
P.O. Box 83715 
Fairbanks, AK 99708 

Dear Mr. Lyle: 

On behalf of President C l i n t o n and Vice President Gore, I 
would l i k e t o thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me w i t h your concerns 
about the Forest Management Plan. 

The President and I believe t h a t the Forest Conference held 
i n Portland on A p r i l 2 was a s i g n i f i c a n t step toward the 
r e s o l u t i o n o f the problems f a c i n g the the P a c i f i c Northwest. At 
the conclusion of the conference. President C l i n t o n d i r e c t e d h i s 
Cabinet t o develop a Forest Management Plan w i t h i n 60 days. 

As you may know, three working groups have been est a b l i s h e d 
t o work on developing t h i s plan. The f i r s t group, working on 
ecosystem management assessment, i s e x p l o r i n g management 
a l t e r n a t i v e s t h a t a t t a i n the greatest economic and s o c i a l 
c o n t r i b u t i o n from the f o r e s t s of the region and meet the 
requirements of a p p l i c a b l e laws and r e g u l a t i o n s . Working Group 
I I , f ocusing on labor and community assistance, w i l l develop an 
economic plan t o address not j u s t temporary e f f o r t s but long-term 
economic development and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n . The l a s t working group 
w i l l work t o improve the r e l a t i o n s h i p s among f e d e r a l and s t a t e 
agencies i n the region and t o e l i m i n a t e impediments t h a t block 
coordinated a c t i o n . 

I c e r t a i n l y appreciate l e a r n i n g of your continued i n t e r e s t 
i n t h i s arena as we work toward the r e s o l u t i o n of t h i s very 
important matter. Again, thank you f o r sharing your views w i t h 
me. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White House' O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 
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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

June 10, 1993 

Ms. P a t r i c i a Loveland 
7665 NW McDonald C i r c l e 
C o r v a l l i s , OR 97330 

Dear Ms. Loveland: 

On behalf of President C l i n t o n and Vice President Gore, I 
would l i k e t o thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me w i t h your concerns 
about the Forest Management Plan. 

The President and I b e l i e v e t h a t the Forest Conference held 
i n P o r t l a n d on A p r i l 2 was a s i g n i f i c a n t step toward the 
r e s o l u t i o n o f the problems f a c i n g the the P a c i f i c Northwest. At 
the conclusion of the conference. President C l i n t o n d i r e c t e d h i s 
Cabinet t o develop a Forest Management Plan w i t h i n 60 days. 

As you may know, three working groups have been e s t a b l i s h e d 
t o work on developing t h i s plan. The f i r s t group, working on 
ecosystem management assessment, i s e x p l o r i n g management 
a l t e r n a t i v e s t h a t a t t a i n the greatest economic and s o c i a l 
c o n t r i b u t i o n from the f o r e s t s of the region and meet the 
requirements o f a p p l i c a b l e laws and r e g u l a t i o n s . Working Group 
I I , f ocusing on l a b o r and community assistance, w i l l develop an 
economic plan t o address not j u s t temporary e f f o r t s but long-term 
economic development and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n . The l a s t working group 
w i l l work t o improve the r e l a t i o n s h i p s among f e d e r a l and s t a t e 
agencies i n the region and t o e l i m i n a t e impediments t h a t block 
coordinated a c t i o n . 

I c e r t a i n l y appreciate l e a r n i n g of your continued i n t e r e s t 
i n t h i s arena as we work toward the r e s o l u t i o n of t h i s very 
important matter. Again, thank you f o r sharing your views w i t h 
me. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGint 
D i r e c t o r , White Ho, 
Environmental P o l i c y 

O f f i c e on 

KAM/avl 



JUN- 4-93 FRI 16;10 OSU FOOD SCIENCE & TECH, FAX NO. 503 737 1877 P.Ol 

7665 NW McDonald Circle 
Corvallis, Oregon 97330 
June 4, 1993 

Ms. Katie McGinty: 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
Director, Office of Environmental Policy 
Room 360, Old Executive Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

FAX 202/456-2710 

Dear Ms, McGinty: 
Now that the President's Forest Summit task force has revealed a set of 
"scientifically sound, ecologically credible, and legally responsib̂ ^̂ ^ 
alternatives. I urge the President to support one of the ^1^^ natives which 
would best protect our ancient forest ecosystems and roadless areas. This 
would not only assure protection of the ancient f^^^^^^^f ?J. hô ^̂ ^ 
the Cascades of Oregon (the Old Cascades roadless areas, ^iddk Sant am 
and Big Meadows), it would assure that there is a sustainable timber supply 
from a sustainable ecosystem. Only by following existing environmental 
laws and scientific judgement that the alternatives represent can the 
President truly find a solution to the forest crisis. 

In the face of pressure from special interests of labor and timber it would 
be tempting to back off of a plan to "protect the long-term health o. our 
forests our wildlife and our waterways." It is now too late to back off, we 
no longer can have "business as usual". The President must move forward 
with the bold decisionmaking he promised at the Summit meeting. 

Sincerely, 

Patricia Loveland 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

June 9, 1993 

The Honorable J e r r y Lucas 
F i r s t Selectman 
Town of K i l l i n g w o r t h 
323 Route 81 
K i l l i n g w o r t h , CT 06419 

Dear Mr. Lucas: 

Thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me regarding your concerns about 
l i a b i l i t y of t o x i c waste cleanup under Superfund. 

As you know, I share President C l i n t o n ' s and Vice President 
Gore's commitment t o the preservation of our environment. I n h i s 
f i r s t State of the Union address, the President r e a f f i r m e d h i s 
goal t o increase the e f f i c i e n c y of t o x i c waste cleanup, as w e l l 
as t o decrease the need f o r numerous l i a b i l i t y l a w s u i t s f a c i n g 
Superfund s i t e s . 

I understand your concerns about the burdensome nature of 
these p o t e n t i a l l y long and c o s t l y l a w s u i t s . EPA A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Carol Browner i s c u r r e n t l y reviewing the 1992 EPA guidance 
document t h a t was r e j e c t e d by the Bush A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Be 
assured t h a t we w i l l give every c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o your concerns as 
we work toward improving the Superfund program. 

Again, thank you f o r sharing your thoughts w i t h me. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White House O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 



First Selectman's Office 
T O W N O F KILLINGWORTH 

3 2 3 R o u t e 81, Kl l l inevi /or th, CT 06419 
Touin Hall 6 6 3 - 1 7 6 5 Res idence 6 6 3 - 1 3 9 7 

May 21, 1993 

The President 
The Vice President 
THE WHITE HOUSE 
Washington, DC 20500 

RE: EPA DRAFTSUPERFUND MUNICIPALSETTLEMENTSTRATEGY 

Dear Mr. President and Mr. Vice President: 

In your eloquent first State of the Union address, you recognized the 
importance of the nation's toxic waste cleanup effort and pledged to get the 
lawyers out of the Superfund process. I am writing to urge you to take one 
small, concrete step that could help accomplish that worthy goal. Please 
release an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) guidance that will 
relieve hundreds of local governments, thousands of small businesses, and 
countless citizens of the crushing burden of private party lawsuits designed 
to shift billions of dollars of cleanup costs from polluting industries to the 
general taxpayer. 

Across the country, entities that polluted Superfund sites are seeking 
to spread their cleanup costs to cities and counties, small businesses such as 
pizza stands and flower shops, little league teams, the Girl Scouts, and even 
individual citizens. The theory of these cases is that sending ordinary 
household garbage and sewage sludge to a Superfund sits is enough to 
trigger staggering liability under the law, even though industrial hazardous 
waste and not benign household wastes is the reason expensive cleanups are 
necessary. At a time when scores of local governments and small businesses 
are struggling to avert fiscal collapse, provide vital services, and remain 
competitive, this catastrophic liability poses and unforeseen and unjustified 
threat to their survival 

In Connecticut, some 23 cities and towns are enmeshed in this 
litigation nightmare, including Ansonia, Barkhamstead, Beacon Falls, 
Bethany, Colebrook, Hamden, KILLINGWORTH, Middlebury, Milford, 
New Hartford, New Haven, Orange, Plymouth, Seymour, Shelton, Stamford, 
Stratford, Thomaston, Waterbury, Watertown, Westport, Winsted and 
Woodbury. We have spent hundreds of thousands of dollars defending 
ourselves, with no end in sight 

More please 

J E R R Y L U C A S 
F i r s t Selectman 



THE P R E S I D E N T * THE VICE PRESIDENT 
EPA DRAFTSUPERFUND M U N I C I P A L S E T T L E M E N T S T R A T E G Y 
May 21, 1993 
Page 2 

Several months before the 1992 election, EPA career staff prepared an 
excellent guidance document which was designed to spur reasonable 
settlements of such cases. This guidance was killed by the Bush White House 
after a lobbying blitz by polluting industries. Administrator Carol Browner 
recently announced plans to re-evaluate the guidance and consider whether 
to issue it for comment Her effort is actively supported by Senator Frank 
Lautenberg, chairman of the Senate Superfund subcommittee. 

I applaud their leadership on this crucial issue and urge you to reverse 
the decision of your predecessor and rectify this glaring inequity. 

If you have any questions please call me at (203) 663-1765 or at home 
in the evening at (203) 663-1397 or call Rena Steinzor, chief legislative 
counsel for A C C E , at 393-3734 in Washington. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald B. Lucas 
First Selectman 

GBL:tg 

xc The Honorable Carol M. Browner 
The Honorable Frank Lautenberg 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

June 9, 1993 

Mr. David L a r k i n 
Councilor 
C i t y of Lakewood 
445 South A l l i s o n Parkway 
Lakewood, CO 80226 

Dear Mr. L a r k i n : 

Thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me regarding your concerns about 
l i a b i l i t y of t o x i c waste cleanup under Superfund. 

As you know, I share President C l i n t o n ' s and Vice President 
Gore's commitment t o the preservation of our environment. I n h i s 
f i r s t State o f the Union address, the President r e a f f i r m e d h i s 
goal t o increase the e f f i c i e n c y of t o x i c waste cleanup, as w e l l 
as t o decrease the need f o r numerous l i a b i l i t y l a w s u i t s f a c i n g 
Superfund s i t e s . 

I understand your concerns about the burdensome nature of 
these p o t e n t i a l l y long and c o s t l y l a w s u i t s . EPA A d m i n i s t r a t o r 
Carol Browner i s c u r r e n t l y reviewing the 1992 EPA guidance 
document t h a t was r e j e c t e d by the Bush A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Be 
assured t h a t we w i l l give every c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o your concerns as 
we work toward improving the Superfund program. 

Again, thank you f o r sharing your thoughts w i t h me. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White House O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 



CITY OF LAKEWOOD 

445 Soutt) AUfson Parkway 
lakewood, CO 80226-3105 

O03)9B7-7M8VyTDD 
FAX C3aa)987-7IM3 

May 26, 399-̂  

KatU McGinly 
Environmental Advisor 

ta the President 
The Office on Enmrmmmtal Volicy 
36d The Old Executive Office Building 
Wakhinglon, DC 20501 

De^ Ms. McGinty: 

In hiB first State of the union address, President Clinton recognized tlie importance of the 
nation's toxic waste cleanup effort and pledged to get the laioyers out of the Superfund process. 
We iare writing to urge the Administration to take one crucial step that could help accomplish 
iha'^ iDorthy goal. Please release an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) guidimce that loill 
rplihe himdreds of heal governments, thousands of small businesses, and countless citizens of 
the crushing burden of private party lazffsuUs designed to shift billions of dollars of cleanup costs 
froth polluting ituluntnes i(j the general taxpayer. 

Acj'oss the country, entities that polluted Superfund sites are seeking to spread their cleanup 
cods in diififi and counties, mall hisinesses stich as pizia stands and flower shops, liitU league 
ieatks, the Girl Scouts, and even individual citizens. The theory of these cooes is that saiding 
onilnary liousehold garbage and sewage sludge to a Superfund site is enough to trigger 
staggering liability under the law, even though industrial hazardous waste and not benign 
hoiisehold wastes is the reason expensive demups are necessary. At a time when scores of local 
gor^ments and mall businesses are atruggling to avert fiscal collapse, provide vital services, 
and] remain competitive, this catastrophic tiability poses an unfoi-eseat and unjustified Ihreal to 
thar Buroival. 

Several months before the WI election, EPA career staff prepared an excellent guidantj' 
dod^mmt which was designed to spur reasoruible settlements of such cases. This guidance was 
killM by the Bush White House after a lobbying blitz by poUuUng industries, The Ointon 
Adikmistration now has an opportunity to correct thia misguided decision. Please act today to 
help America's counties, cities, towns, small businesses, and citizens. 

Sincerely, 

Dam Larkin ^ 
CoiJ?xciior 

AlHnuUc* formtOt of this doemittmt srm tavMtible wpou reqtieet. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTO N 

June 9, 1993 

The Honorable Bernard F. Lynch 
Town Manager 
C i t y of Chelmsford 
Town O f f i c e s 
50 B i l l e r i c a Road 
Chelmsford, MA 01824 

Dear Mr. Lynch: 

Thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me regarding your concerns about 
l i a b i l i t y of t o x i c waste cleanup under Superfund. 

As you know, I share President C l i n t o n ' s and Vice President 
Gore's commitment t o the preservation of our environment. I n h i s 
f i r s t State of the Union address, the President r e a f f i r m e d h i s 
goal t o increase the e f f i c i e n c y of t o x i c waste cleanup, as w e l l 
as t o decrease the need f o r numerous l i a b i l i t y l a w s u i t s f a c i n g 
Superfund s i t e s . 

I understand your concerns about the burdensome nature of 
these p o t e n t i a l l y long and c o s t l y l a w s u i t s . EPA Adm i n i s t r a t o r 
Carol Browner i s c u r r e n t l y reviewing the 1992 EPA guidance 
document t h a t was r e j e c t e d by the Bush A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Be 
assured t h a t we w i l l give every c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o your concerns as 
we work toward improving the Superfund program. 

Again, thank you f o r sharing your thoughts w i t h me. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGinty/' U 
D i r e c t o r , White House O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 



BERNARD F. LYNCH 
TOWN V\ANAGER OFFICE iOF THE TOWN MANAGER 

I TpWN OFFICES 
^ILLERICA ROAD 

CHELMSFORD, MASS„gJ8%%27^:^93 

TEL. 250-5201 
FAX. 250-5252 

I 
to tjie I president 

Katie McGinty 
Environmental Advisor 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Ms. McGinty: 

In his f i r s t State of the jjnion address, President Clinton 
recognized the importance pfithe nation's toxic waste cleanup 
efforts and pledged to get,the lawyers out of the Superfund | 
process, we ate wilting tp v^g* the Administration to take on« , 
crucial step that could he;Lpl accomplish that worthy goal. Please 
release an Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) guidance that I 
will relieve hundreds of Ipcal governments, thousands of small , 
businesses and countless cjltiBcnG o£ the "vishing burden of , 
private party lawsuits designed to shift billions of dollars of , 
cleanup costJ from pollutingjindustrias to the general taxpayer, j 

Across the country, entiti^el that polluted Suparfund sites are | 
seeking to spread their cleanup costs to cities and counties, \ 
small busineceee such as p^zza stands and flower shops. Little , 
League teams, the Girl Scoqts and even individual tizens The^ 
theory of these cases is that sending ordinary household garbage 
and sewage sludge to a Supprfund site is enough to trigger | 
staggering l i a b i l i t y under! t^e law, even though industrial : 
hazlrdous waste and not benign household wastes is the reason j 
expenaive cleanups are necjeseary. At a time when scores of 1°=^} 
governments and small businesses are struggling to avert Jjscai j 
collapse, provide vital selrvices and remain competitive, this . 
catastrophic l i a b i l i t y pos;es| an unforeseen and unjustified threaj: 
to th«?ir erirvivial. j ; i 

SRveral months before the ll9192 election EPA ^a-^^er staff people | 
orepared an excellent guidance document which was designed to , 
spu? reasonable settlements of such cases. This guidance was . 
killed by the Bush White riouise after a lobbying biitz by | 
Dolluting industries. Thej Clinton Administration now has an i 
oppi^tiSltJtS correct this misguided decision Please act today 
to help America's countie^, |cities, towns, small businesses and 
citizens. 

Bernard F. Lynch 
Town Manager 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

June 9, 1993 

The Honorable Gerald B. Lucas 
F i r s t Selectman 
Town of K i l l i n g w o r t h 
323 Route 81 

K i l l i n g w o r t h , Conn. 06419 

Dear Mr. Lucas: 
Thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me regarding your concerns about 

l i a b i l i t y of t o x i c waste cleanup under Superfund. 

As you know, I share President C l i n t o n ' s and Vice President 
Gore's commitment t o the preservation of our environment. I n h i s 
f i r s t State of the Union address, the President r e a f f i r m e d h i s 
goal t o increase the e f f i c i e n c y of t o x i c waste cleanup, as w e l l 
as t o decrease the need f o r numerous l i a b i l i t y l a w s u i t s f a c i n g 
Superfund s i t e s . 

I understand your concerns about the burdensome nature of 
these p o t e n t i a l l y long and c o s t l y l a w s u i t s . EPA Ad m i n i s t r a t o r 
Carol Browner i s c u r r e n t l y reviewing the 1992 EPA guidance 
document t h a t was r e j e c t e d by the Bush A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Be 
assured t h a t we w i l l give every c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o your concerns as 
we work toward improving the Superfund program. 

Again, thank you f o r sharing your thoughts w i t h me. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White Hous( 
Environmental P o l i c y 

O f f i c e on 

KAM/avl 



TOWN OF KILUNGWORTH 
SELECTMEN'S OFFICE 

323 ROUTE 81 
KILUNGWOFTH, CONN. 06419-1298 

Oerald B.Lucas 
Firsi Selectman 

Town OffKv Building 

May 26, 1993 

Katie McGinty 
tnvironmental Advisor to the President 
Washington, DC 

By telecopy Z02-456-?710 

Dear Ms. McGinty: RE: FOUR PERCENT SUPCRFUMO SETTLEMENT STRAftGY 

'̂i'̂ st State of the Union address, President Clinton recoqnized the 
JJroSt^If'fh/^f^^"^ ' T ' ' t ' ' ' ' ^̂ ""̂ P anS pledge? 0 qet the 

a3iin^ct2 ̂  the Superfund pro9ce*s. I am writing to urge the 
Ad» nistration to take one crucial step that could help ac?o«pl1sh that worthy 
9oa . P ease release an Environaiental Protection Agency (EPA) guidance thit 
sii I'b governments {23 in CoSicut o nd n 
small businesses, and countless citizens of the crushing burden of private 

polluting industries to the general taxpayer. 

'tZllA Ĵ̂ ' enlitles that pol1ut6<l Superfund sites are seeking to 

such as pizza stands and flower shops, litt e league teams, the Girl Scouts 
and even individual citizens. The theory of thesi cases 5̂  that endtn̂  ' 
r ? i 3 e ? ^ S ? n n r ' t t 'I^^^e to a Superfund site is enoSgh to 
trigger staggering liability under the law. even though industrial hazardous 

necessarl " '''̂ '5 ̂ S**̂ ^ ' ' ' ' ' ' '̂ ^̂ "̂ ^̂ ^ cleanuJlaJe 
ar« ^.?''S; scores Of local governments *nd sniall busihesses 
are struggling to avert fiscal collapse, provide vital services and remain 

tS7S;rjJ'?heif1u"i;il'°'̂ '̂ unforJeen and unJusUfled 

several months before the 1992 election, EPA career staff prepared an 
o?̂ l;S"Jjol̂ "5̂ ?°'̂ "75"̂  "̂ '̂̂  was designed to spur reasonable settlements 

M-f Jf'^s 9"J?ance was killed by the Bush White House after a 
^nSSii^S^J^'J^ polluting industries. The Clinton Administration now has an 
opportunity to correct this iBisgu1ded9 decision. Please act today to help 
America's counties, rities, towns, small businesses, and citliens. 

Sincerely, 

Gerald B. Lucas 
First Selectman 

GBL:tg 

First SelectmPTi''; Office. (203) 663-1765 Fa-x # (203j 663 3305 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

May 24, 1993 

Mr. Steve Lewis 
Lewis Livestock 
1807 Don Lewis Road 
A r t e s i a , NM 88210 

Dear Mr. Lewis: 

Thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me regarding your thoughts about 
the Animal Damage Control Act. I apologize f o r the delay i n my 
response. 

We are i n the process of reviewing our p o l i c y w i t h the 
Department o f A g r i c u l t u r e and the Department of the I n t e r i o r on 
t h i s very important matter. I agree t h a t f u r t h e r study of the 
options i n v o l v e d i s necessary f o r an informed and balanced 
d e c i s i o n t o be made. Be assured t h a t we w i l l g ive every 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o your concerns as we look at t h i s issue. 

Again, thank you f o r l e t t i n g me hear from you. 

Sincerely 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White House O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 



: LEWIS L I V E S T O C K 
BONDED LIVESTOCK BUYER 

ALL CLASSES OF SHEEP AND GOATS 

(505) 748-3666 
STEVE LEWIS (505) 746-9700 

MB. Kathleen McGinty, D i r e c t o r 
White Houee O f f i c e on Environmental P o l i c y 
Old Executive O f f i c e B u i l d i n g , Room 170 
Washington, D.C. 20501 

RE: Support f o r Continuation of Federal Funding of ADC Programs 

Dear Ms. McGinty: 

1 am w r i t i n g to,., .express my support f o r the c o n t i n u a t i o n of 
f e d e r a l f u n d i n g ' f o r the ADC 'programs. 

Many small communities in..,.New .MexiQO..are supported economically 
by the farmers a'nd ranchers '̂'of our-'et'a'te. However, the 
l i v e l i h o o d of these ranchers depends l a r g e l y on the s u r v i v a l of 
t h e i r l i v e s t o c k . The ADC programs^ help c o n t r o l predators which, 
i n t u r n , avoids the loss of the rancher's l i v e s t o c k . The 
economic s t a b i l i t y of our small communities depends h e a v i l y on 
the rancher's success--the more l i v e s t o c k k i l l e d by predators, 
the less income'iranchers'have to c o n t r i b u t e to the community. 

The l i v e s t o c k and ranching i n d u s t r i e s represent a large p o r t i o n 
on New Mexico's economy, e i t h e r d i r e c t l y or i n d i r e c t l y . Besides 
being a taxpaying c i t i z e n , the rancher i s also a consumer who^ 
plays a very v i t a l r o l e i n the economy of every c i t y i n the USA, 
as w e l l as the world! The lambs and calves he raises generate 
jobs f o r t r u c k e r s , sheep shearers, shearing t o o l manufacturers, 
packing house employees (both f e d e r a l and p r i v a t e ) , woolen m i l l s , 
grocery store employees, f e e d l o t operators, g r a i n and hay 
producers as w e l l as machinery operators and manufacturers. 
These ranchers are also users of u t i l i t i e s and a l l the r e l a t e d 
businesses are b i g users of u t i l i t i e s . I f the rancher i s run out 
of business by predators, t h i n k of the impact i t would have on 
the e n t i r e economic system! 

C o n t r o l l i n g a v i c i o u s k i l l i n g coyote or l i o n i s much l i k e 
c o n t r o l l i n g a murderer or anyone else breaking the law. Why i s 
the ADC program considered "a waste of taxpayers d o l l a r s " when 
every c i t y i n America i s p a t r o l l e d by p o l i c e who are p r o t e c t i n g 
your p r i v a t e property? The same kind of c o n t r o l i s used f o r 
deer,"moose, e l k , bears, f i s h , and other animals through the form 
of hunting seasons, and these are seen as "sports" w l i i l e ranchers 
are termed as "c r u e l to animals," f o r only p r o t e c t i n g t h e i r 
p r i v a t e property! 

The ADC program only helps control losses and is vital to the 
survival of American agriculture. It also helps control birds on 
a Mid-West farmer's cornfield or maybe get a skunk out from your 
neighbor's h^M^cRA I^f9^hc^<f^y^'^s^k^e^^^'^^h§il(^^^ 



.. LEWIS L I V E S T O C K 
BONDED LIVESTOCK BUYER 

ALL CLASSES OF SHEEP AND GOATS 

(505) 748-3666 
STEVE LEWIS (505) 746-9700 

neighborhood's dogs and cats. The ADC personnel are p r o f e s s i o n a l 
and they care about and understand nature's d e l i c a t e ecosystem 
b e t t e r than an urban dweller. There must be checks and balances 
i n any system and the ADC programs j u s t help maintain a p o s i t i v e 
balance between predators and a constant q u a l i t y world food 
supply! 

I s t r o n g l y urge your o f f i c e t o continue support f o r the ADC 
programs and fervour ranchers and l i v e s t o c k producers. The ADC 
program i s already overburdened w i t h an excess amount of 
paperwork and over documentation. We must l e t the program go 
back t o i t s o r i g i n a l goals of c o n t r o l l i n g predators. Thank you 
f o r your consideration and time. 

Sincerely, 

LEWIS LIVESTOCK 

Steve Lewis 

SWL/th 

7807 Don Lewis Road / Artesia, New Mexico 88210 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I NGTON 

May 24, 1993 

Mr. Marty Lynne 
630 A L i n c o l n Avenue 
Prescott, AZ 86301 

Dear Mr. Lynne: 

Thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me regarding your thoughts about 
the Animal Damage Control Act. I apologize f o r the delay i n my 
response. 

We are i n the process of reviewing our p o l i c y w i t h the 
Department o f A g r i c u l t u r e and the Department of the I n t e r i o r on 
t h i s very important matter. I agree t h a t f u r t h e r study of the 
options i n v o l v e d i s necessary f o r an informed and balanced 
d e c i s i o n t o be made. Be assured t h a t we w i l l give every 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o your concerns as we look a t t h i s issue. 

Again, thank you f o r l e t t i n g me hear from you. 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White House O f f i c e 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I NGTON 

May 24, 1993 

Mr. Gary Lawless 
Rural Route 1 
Box 228 
Nobleboro, ME 04555 

Dear Mr. Lawless: 

Thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me regarding your thoughts about 
the Animal Damage Control Act. I apologize f o r the delay i n my 
response. 

We are i n the process of reviewing our p o l i c y w i t h the 
Department of A g r i c u l t u r e and the Department of the I n t e r i o r on 
t h i s very important matter. I agree t h a t f u r t h e r study of the 
options i n v o l v e d i s necessary f o r an informed and balanced 
d e c i s i o n t o be made. Be assured t h a t we w i l l g ive every 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o your concerns as we look a t t h i s issue. 

Again, thank you f o r l e t t i n g me hear from you. 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White House O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 



RR1, Box 228 

Nobleboro, Me, 

04555 

Growing up i n a c y n i c a l period of American p o l i t i c a l 

l i f e , I have come to associate the term "damage c o n t r o l " w i t h 

a f r a n t i c attempt to p r o t e c t an a r t i f i c i a l l y constructed r e a l i t y 

from perceived damage caused by the t r u t h being made p u b l i c . 

I f e e l t h a t the government's Animal Damage Control program 

e x i s t s , a t l e a s t i n p a r t , to p r o t e c t an a r t i f i c i a l grazing and 

crop growing i n d u s t r y from the n a t u r a l world. The l i v e s t o c k 

i n d u s t r y i s given the use of p u b l i c lands at r i d i c u l o u s l y low 

grazing fees, and then the taxpayers f u r t h e r subsidize t h i s same 

in d u s t r y through the ADC.Why are our tax d o l l a r s being spent to 

p r o t e c t the l i v e s t o c k i n d u s t r y ' s investment, and to wage war on 

the w i l d l i f e of our p u b l i c lands? 

M i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s are spent each year to k i l l "predators", 

yet the methods employed are f a i r l y i n d i s c r i m i n a t e , k i l l i n g a wide 

range of species and destroying the b i o d i v e r s i t y of our p u b l i c 

lands. We also see the scapegoating of several species who are 

a c t u a l l y necessary as predators w i t h i n the n a t u r a l cycles of 

l i f e , i n order to keep balance. I n 1992 the ADC spent over 45 

m i l l i o n d o l l a r s to k i l l animals on p u b l i c lands, or to develop 

new methods of animal d e s t r u c t i o n . Surely there are b e t t e r ways 

to spend t h i s money, and surely there are wiser ways to look at 

the r o l e s of w i l d l i f e species l i v i n g on p u b l i c lands. Their l i v e s 

should not be defined by t h e i r impact on the f e d e r a l l y subsidized 

sheep and c a t t l e who have been allowed to take over precious and 

dwindling h a b i t a t . 

I ask t h a t you look i n t o the funding of t h i s war against 

n a t u r a l l y o ccurring species, and t h a t you end t h i s assassination 

program.The d i v e r s i t y of l i f e on our p u b l i c lands i s a long term 

invefetment, and a wise one to make. I urge you to consider t h a t . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y , 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I NGTON 

May 24, 1993 

Ms. V i r g i n i a Lipson 
2880 Stephens Road 
Boulder, CO 80303 

Dear Ms. Lipson: 

Thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me regarding your thoughts about 
the Animal Damage Control Act. I apologize f o r the delay i n my 
response. 

We are i n the process of reviewing our p o l i c y w i t h the 
Department of A g r i c u l t u r e and the Department of the I n t e r i o r on 
t h i s very important matter. I agree t h a t f u r t h e r study of the 
options i n v o l v e d i s necessary f o r an informed and balanced 
d e c i s i o n t o be made. Be assured t h a t we w i l l g i v e every 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o your concerns as we look a t t h i s issue. 

Again, thank you f o r l e t t i n g me hear from you. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White House O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 



•••J a j ; ' c n x : j , J. 'I> -• -J 
2880 Stephens Rd 
B o u l d e r , CO 80 30 3 

K a t l i l e e n McCVuity; 
Whi l:e H':;i,i;;e Off. i .ce on roninen La i Pol i .cv 
Old E x e c u t i \ e O f f i c e Bldci , \ioo\\\ 358; 
Washinqton DC 20 501 

Dear Ms. McGintv; 

Please note the enclosed copv of a l e t t e r I wrote to President 
C l i n t o n reqardinq the Dept. of A q r i c u l t u r e ' s ADC proqrarn. 
Reqardinq the concerns of tho rancti.i.nq commnni t v , pfeci::;e TiOte tlio 
arqurnents f o r b e t t e r animal husbandry and/or i n d i v i d u a l nuisance 
trappinq as opposed to wholesale e l i m i n a t i o n of species which are 
considered to be threat e n i n g . The Kansas program has been very 
s Ll c c e s 3 f u 1 w' i t ll o ii t A ID C ! 

Thank vou. 

Sincerelx' , 

Virqi.nia Lipson 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I NGTON 

May 24, 1993 

Mr. Jonathan E. Lahr 
2503 Great Oaks Parkway 
Austin, TX 78756 

Dear Mr. Lahr: 

Thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me regarding your thoughts about 
the Animal Damage Control Act. I apologize f o r the delay i n my 
response. 

We are i n the process o f reviewing our p o l i c y w i t h the 
Department of A g r i c u l t u r e and the Department of the I n t e r i o r on 
t h i s very important matter. I agree t h a t f u r t h e r study o f the 
options i n v o l v e d i s necessary f o r an informed and balanced 
d e c i s i o n t o be made. Be assured t h a t we w i l l g ive every 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o your concerns as we look at t h i s issue. 

Again, thank you f o r l e t t i n g me hear from you. 

Sincerely 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , White House O f f i c e or 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 



Jonathan E. Lahr 
2503 Great Oaks Parkway 

Austin, Texas 78756 

March 14,1993 

Dear Ms. McGinty, 

In tlie interest of the long-term economic and ecological health of our 
country, I urge you to support the elimination of the obsolete and 
environmentally unsound Animal Damage Control (ADC) Program. Federal 
subsidization of the livestock industry by killing native wildlife must be 
discontinued. The slaughtering of wildlife on pubhc land by the ADC to 
increase ranchers' profits is ecologically abusive and inhumane. The forty-
five milUon dollars spent by the ADC in 1992 is a waste of taxpayers 
money. I fully support President Clinton's current economic strategy to cut 
all imnecessary federal spending and urge you to support, as a step toward 
that goal, the elimination of the ADC. 

In order to enjoy continued happiness for ourselves and the generations to 
come, we must coexist within our environment in a sustainable way. 
Sustainability requires a balance of predator and prey, of carnivore and 
herbivore, of herbivore and plant life. The health of the biosphere which 
supports us all depends on this balance. The ADC ignores this reahty to 
further ranchers' interests at the expense of ecological balance. The prospect 
for the long-term ecological health of America is improved by the 
elimination of the ADC. 

I thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I NGTON 

May 24, 1993 

Mr. Peter S. Lovely 
2334 N.W. Northrup St r e e t 
Portland, OR 97210 

Dear Mr. Lovely: 

On behalf o f President C l i n t o n and Vice President Gore, I 
would l i k e t o thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me w i t h your concerns 
about the Forest Management Plan. 

The President and I bel i e v e t h a t the Forest Conference held 
i n P ortland on A p r i l 2 was a s i g n i f i c a n t step toward the 
r e s o l u t i o n o f the problems f a c i n g the the P a c i f i c Northwest. At 
the conclusion of the conference. President C l i n t o n d i r e c t e d h i s 
Cabinet t o develop a Forest Management Plan w i t h i n 60 days. 

As you may know, three working groups have been e s t a b l i s h e d 
t o work on developing t h i s plan. The f i r s t group, working on 
ecosystem management assessment, i s e x p l o r i n g management 
a l t e r n a t i v e s t h a t a t t a i n the greatest economic and s o c i a l 
c o n t r i b u t i o n from the f o r e s t s of the region and meet the 
requirements o f ap p l i c a b l e laws and r e g u l a t i o n s . Working Group 
I I , focusing on labor and community assistance, w i l l develop an 
economic plan t o address not j u s t temporary e f f o r t s but long-term 
economic development and d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n . The l a s t working group 
w i l l work t o improve the r e l a t i o n s h i p s among f e d e r a l and s t a t e 
agencies i n the region and t o e l i m i n a t e impediments t h a t block 
coordinated a c t i o n . 

I c e r t a i n l y appreciate l e a r n i n g of your continued i n t e r e s t 
i n t h i s arena as we work toward the r e s o l u t i o n of t h i s very 
important matter. Again, thank you f o r sharing your views w i t h 
me. 

Sinceri 

Kathleen A. McOinty 
D i r e c t o r , Whit^ House O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 



Peter S. Lovely 
2334 N.W. Northrup Street 

Portland, OR 97210 
(503)223-1406 

February 16, 199 3 

Forest Summit O f f i c e , Room 1247 
O f f i c e of the P r e s i d e n t i a l T r a n s i t i o n 
1120 Vermont Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20270 

To the Forest Summit Team: 

Please lead by campaigning t o convince the p u b l i c of what i s 
r i g h t , instead of f o l l o w i n g short-term i n t e r e s t s t h a t create 
long-term problems. 

Stop spending the p r i n c i p a l of our wilderness assets. Replenish 
the p r i n c i p a l , and spend only the i n t e r e s t . 

Recognize t h a t no matter what i s decided, i t w i l l h u r t sometime: 
e i t h e r a l i t t l e now, or a l o t l a t e r . I f we don't reduce f o r e s t 
product jobs today, we w i l l have t o cut them much more suddenly 
and severely i n the f u t u r e ; and the old-growth f o r e s t s and 
w i l d l i f e w i l l then be gone. 

Recognize and admit p u b l i c l y t h a t government i s responsible f o r 
c r e a t i n g today's problem by p r e v i o u s l y a l l o w i n g a l e v e l of 
logging t h a t can't be sustained. Government now has two 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s : 

1. Immediately stop logging at a l e v e l t h a t can't be 
sustained. 

2. Compensate the workers displaced by t h i s a c t i o n , w i t h 
generous r e t r a i n i n g and community economic 
d i v e r s i f i c a t i o n programs. 

Above a l l , study the environmental and economic questions deeply, 
and base the conclusions on f i r m s c i e n t i f i c t r u t h , not on 
p o l i t i c s . I n s e l e c t i n g between opposing views, i d e n t i f y c l e a r l y 
the p r i n c i p l e s guiding the s e l e c t i o n , and present them c l e a r l y to 
the p u b l i c . 

Sincerely, 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

May 12, 1993 

The Honorable Frank Lautenberg 
United States Senate 
Hart Senate O f f i c e B u i l d i n g 
Room 506 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Lautenberg: 

Thank you f o r the l e t t e r and Wellman, Inc.'s 1991 Annual 
Report. I t was good hearing from you, and I apologize f o r the 
delay i n my response. 

As you know, I share the President's commitment t o the 
pr e s e r v a t i o n of the g l o b a l environment. Be assured t h a t I w i l l 
continue my e f f o r t s i n t h i s regard. I was pleased t o l e a r n of 
Wellman's i n t e r e s t i n our environmental and economic i n i t i a t i v e s . 
Be assured t h a t I w i l l keep Wellman i n mind as we work toward the 
r e s o l u t i o n of environmental challenges t h a t face our n a t i o n . 

Again, thank you f o r sharing t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n w i t h me. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. "-McGinty^ 
D i r e c t o r , White House O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 



FRANK R. LAUTENBERG 

NEW JERSEY 

COMMITTt i : 

APPROPRIATIONS 
SUBCOMMITTEES: 

TRANSPORTATION. CHAIRMAN 

COMMERCE. JUSTICE. STATE AND JUDICIARY 

DEFENSE 

FOREIGN OPERATIONS 

VA. HUD ANO INDEPENDENT AGENCIES 

lamted States Senate 
WASHINGTON. DC 2 0 5 1 0 - 3 0 0 2 

COMMITTEE: 
BUDGET 

COMMITTEE: 
ENVIRONMENT AND PUBUC WORKS 

SUBCOMMITTEES: 

SUPERFUND, OCEAN AND WATER 

PROTECTION CHAIRMAN 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

WATER RESOURCES, TRANSPORTATION 

AND INFRASTRUCTURE 

March 16, 1993 
HELSINKI COMMISSION 

Ms. K a t i e McGinty 
Deputy A s s i s t a n t D i r e c t o r 
White House O f f i c e on Environmental P o l i c y 
Old Executive O f f i c e B u i l d i n g 
Room 358 

Washington, D. C. 20501 

Dear Ms. McGinty: 
I am w r i t i n g on behalf of Wellman, Inc., a New 

Jersey company i n t e r e s t e d i n p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the 
C l i n t o n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s environmental and economic 
stimulus s t r a t e g y . Wellman i s the l a r g e s t r e c y c l e r of 
p l a s t i c s i n the United States. I t s v e r t i c a l l y 
i n t e g r a t e d f a m i l y begins w i t h the m a t e r i a l recovery 
f a c i l i t i e s and runs a l l the way through manufacturing 
from r e c y c l e d p l a s t i c . Enclosed please f i n d a copy of 
Wellman's 1991 Annual Report, which w i l l provide you 
w i t h more i n f o r m a t i o n about the company. For f u r t h e r 
assistance, please contact Rick Meyers, Wellman 
Washington Representative, a t (202) 484-2773. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

FRL/esl 

Enclosure 

Q 506 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 205 10-3002 
(2021 224-4744 

• ONE GATEWAY CENTER SUITE 1001 
NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 07 102-63 1 1 
(201| 646-3030 

• BARBINGTON COMMONS 
208 WHITE HORSE PIKE 
SUITES 18-19 
BABRINGTON, N.J. 08007-1322 
(6091 767-5353 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS HINGTON 

May 18, 1993 

Ms. Sheila Liermann 
P.O. Box 2685 
Ketchum, Idaho 83340 

Dear Ms. Leirmann: 

This i s t o n o t i f y you t h a t Mr. Bruce Reed has forwarded t o 
me your m a t e r i a l s regarding the designation of Triumph mining 
community i n Idaho t o the NPL. I c e r t a i n l y appreciate l e a r n i n g 
of your thoughts on environmental p r o t e c t i o n . 

I understand your concern over the Superfund program. 
President C l i n t o n has expressed h i s i n t e r e s t i n f i n d i n g new, 
e g u i t a b l e ways t o clean up s i t e s more e f f e c t i v e l y and 
e f f i c i e n t l y . I have forwarded your l e t t e r t o the O f f i c e of S o l i d 
Waste and Emergency Response and the National P o l i c y Review f o r 
t h e i r review and comments as they begin t o address the issues you 
r a i s e i n t h i s year's Superfund r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n . 

Again, thank you f o r co n t a c t i n g us regarding your thoughts 
on t h i s matter. 

Sincerely, 

i t h l e e n A/. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , / w h i t e Ho^ise O f f i c e on 
Environmejntal P o l i c y 

KAM/av l 



T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

May 11, 1993 

Ms. Sheila Liermann 
P.O. Box 2685 
Ketchum, Idaho 83340 

Dear Ms. Liermann: 

Thank you for your letter concerning our efforts to 
reinvent government and the Environmental Protection 
Agency. I appreciate your taking the time to share 
this information with us. 

I am forwarding your letter to our Office of 
Environmental Policy for review. 

Sincerely, 

Bruce Reed 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Domestic Policy 

be: Katie McGinty 



SHEILA LIERMANN 
POST OFFICE BOX 2 685 
KETCHUM, IDAHO 83340 

208-788-5055 

Vice President A l b e r t Gore 
Old Executive O f f i c e B u i l d i n g 
Washington DC 10500 

A p r i l 2, 1993 

Dear Vice President Gore: 

Not too long ago you asked the American people f o r suggestions on 
how t o stream-line government. I have a problem w i t h the EPA. 
Here's my s t o r y . 

My husband and I l i v e one and one-half miles west of a mining 
community (defunct since 1957) i n Idaho c a l l e d Triumph. Triumph 
i s home t o 47 people and 60 acres of mine t a i l i n g s . And l i k e most 
Superfund s i t e s i t i s w i t h i n close p r o x i m i t y t o a Rocky Mountain 
s k i r e s o r t , i n t h i s case the nation's o l d e s t , Sun Va l l e y . 

Approximately two years ago the EPA a r r i v e d i n Triumph t o a l e r t the 
resid e n t s and 200 downstream neighborhoods t h a t there may be a 
he a l t h t h r e a t from lead and arsenic i n the s o i l , a i r and 
groundv/ater. Now, a f t e r spending over $269,000 studying the s i t e 
the EPA has yet t o q u a l i f y or q u a n t i f y t h a t t h r e a t . The EPA does 
have blood-lead and urine- a r s e n i c t e s t s which confirm t h a t 
r e s i d e n t s have l e v e l s of those contaminants w e l l below the n a t i o n a l 
averages. The EPA has also determined t h a t the lead i n the 
t a i l i n g s i s NOT b i o a v a i l a b l e . The n a t u r a l wetlands t h a t surround 
Triumph have done an e x c e l l e n t job f i l t e r i n g out contaminants per 
the U n i v e r s i t y of Idaho. So, where i s the th r e a t ? Independent 
s c i e n t i s t s have p u b l i c l y r e f u t e d the EPA's t e s t i n g methods and 
conclusions. Regardless of the evidence, Triumph appears headed 
f o r NPL designation. 

At the l a s t EPA "town-meeting" John Haney, Chief of S t a f f f o r Idaho 
Representative Mike Crapo, suggested t h a t a task force be formed 
made up of s t a t e and l o c a l government agencies, BLM, and Triumph 
r e s i d e n t s . The goal would be t o determine i f there i s i n f a c t a 
h e a l t h / e c o l o g i c a l r i s k i n Triumph and, i f so, come up w i t h some 
s o l u t i o n s t h a t would h u r t less than the $606,000,000 and 15 year 
t i m e - l i n e estimated by the EPA. Does t h a t sound reasonable? I 
t h i n k so. The EPA was i n v i t e d t o be a p a r t of the task force but 
Barbara M c A l l i s t e r , Deputy D i r e c t o r of the Hazardous Waste 
D i v i s i o n , Region 10, st a t e d t h a t the EPA "doesn't t r a d i t i o n a l l y 
work t h a t way" and t h a t although she would " l i s t e n t o the task 
force f i n d i n g s , we should understand t h a t Triumph's f i l e i s i n 
Washington headed f o r NPL designation." 



v i c e President Gore 
A p r i l 2, 1993 
Page Two 

Superfund i s n ' t working and no amount of " t r a d i t i o n " w i l l make i t 
work. The EPA i s very good at procedures and making r u l e s and 
r e g u l a t i o n s , but i t hasn't proven very e f f e c t i v e i n the c r e a t i v i t y 
or problem-solving department. EPA i s smart but i t i s n ' t savy. 
I t l i s t e n s but i s doesn't hear. I t ' s more stubborn than my German 
descented husband! And i t ' s expensive. I'm sure you are w e l l aware 
t h a t an u n f o r t u n a t e 70% of i t ' s budget goes towards a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
and l e g a l fees. That doesn't leave a whole l o t of doe-ray-me f o r 
cleanup. 

Stress i s o f t e n caused by a f e e l i n g of helplessness or a perceived 
lack of choices. Why devastate the l i v e s of the people i n Triumph, 
both f i n a n c i a l l y and emotionally, w i t h a NPL designation? Why 
ignore the concerns, t a l e n t s , and i n t e l l i g e n c e of t h i s e n t h u s i a s t i c 
group of people t h a t wants t o work w i t h the EPA, not be steam-
r o l l e d by i t . Let Triumph be a guinea-pig i n f i n d i n g s o l u t i o n s and 
making choices w i t h the EPA. Give t h i s l o c a l task f o r c e a chance. 

Let Triumph play a p a r t i n i t ' s own destiny. Don't l i s t i t t o the 
NPL. 

Best wishes. 

Sheila Liermann 

cc: Senator Larry Craig 
Senator Dirk Kempthorne 
Representative Mike Crapo 
Representative Larry LaRocco 
Carol M. Erovv-ncr, EPA 
Barbara M c C a l l i s t e r , Deputy Director-Hazardous Waste, Region 
10, EPA 
Chris F i e l d , On-Site Coordinator, Region 10, EPA 
M i c h e l l e Pirzaheh, Community Relations, Region 10, EPA 
State Senator John Peavey 
Idaho Governor C e c i l Andrus 
Idaho Secretary of State Pete Cenerussa 
Idaho Attorney General Larry Echohawk 
Mr. Bruce Reid - Deputy Advisor of Economic A f f a i r s t o 

President C l i n t o n 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

May 17, 1993 

Ms. Judy Lemons 
c/o The Honorable Nancy Pelosi 
Congress of the United States 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Judy: 

Thanks f o r your note and i n f o r m a t i o n 
you enclosed regarding the Big River 
Watershed Restoration and Job Creation 
Program. I'm glad we f i n a l l y got the 
chance t o meet! 

I appreciate l e a r n i n g of your 
i n t e r e s t i n t h i s p r o j e c t . I look forward 
t o working w i t h you as we seek t o resolve 
the problems f a c i n g the P a c i f i c Northwest 
and as we take up ecosystem management 
approaches t o the Clean Water Act and the 

rtSJlSiJ)f!S!^(^i?4p? Endangered Species Act. ^'fe*.<:}i>fifiis^^ 

I've asked my Executive A s s i s t a n t t o 
set up a lunch f o r us t o discuss t h i s 
f u r t h e r . I look forward t o seeing you 
then. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 
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BIG RIVER WATERSHED RESTORATION AND JOB CREATION PROJECT 
MENDOCINO CO. CALIFORNIA 

The Big River watershed encompasses an area of 250 square miles in coastal 
Mendocino County, California. This watershed was once covered by prime 
timberland of redwood and Douglas f i r . Both first and second growth has been 
harvested by private companies. Little marketable timber remains and the 
forest has largely been left to regrow through natural seeding and stump 
sprouting. As the supply of second growth dwindles the job base is also 
reduced. Big River was also once a primary producer of coho and king salmon 
as well as steelhead trout. This watershed was rated the second most 
important watershed for salmonid spawning in Mendocino County. These salmon 
are the basis of the north coast commercial fishing industry which is also in 
decline. The unemployed workers of both the timber and fishing industries are 
primarily based in the Ft. Bragg area, 10 miles north of the mouth of Big 
River. 

Without undue finger pointing an examination of resource problems and their 
relationship to unemployment in this area is warranted . The overall long-
term effects of 150 years of timber harvest activities in the Big River 
watershed has been accelerated sedimentation of streams and loss of fish 
spawning habitat and filling of the river estuary. (See attached studies.) 

The long-term watershed resource base which has sustained both timber workers 
and fishermen is imperiled and in need of active restoration. Old logging 
roads, skid trails and landings are often the worst contributors to 
sedimentation (see California Board of Forestry studies of non-point pollution 
for Section 208 Clean Water Act). Clear cuts on steep slopes, tractor logging 
and other practices also create bare land. For the watershed to restore 
itself and its ability to produce large numbers of fish will take many years 
and could occur after the existing salmonid run have gone extinct. In 
addition the proximity of this watershed to the resort and tourist town of 
Mendocino makes i t prime for subdivision for second homes. This change in 
land use, while possibly causing a temporary infusion of construction dollars 
into the area, will permanently preclude the area as a timber reserve and not 
serve to restore the fish habitat. 

All these physical problems on the land have solutions. The skilled timber 
workers and heavy equipment operators, now out of work due to a lack of 
timber, could be put to work regrading and seeding and stabilizing the hill 
slopes. The fishermen can plant trees and place boulders and other structures 
in streams to recreate pools and riffles needed for fish. Scientists and 
restoration ecologists can help to direct these efforts by drawing up an 
ecosystem-wide restoration plan. Hundreds of workers could be reemployed in 
such a large-scale restoration project. 

In the long-term, restoring the watershed of Big River is an investment in the 
natural resource infrastructure of America. The goal is to achieve a balanced 
system where fish can reproduce and "sustainable" forestry can proceed. 
Unlike creating a protected wilderness or park, the goal is to experiment in 
restoration and timber harvest techniques to determine how to achieve balance 
between resource users. Large system restoration and management for this goal 
has never been achieved in America's timberlands and we have very l i t t l e on-



the-ground work to guide future forest management. We must begin now i f we 
are to base future decisions on credible science. 

We are proposing to purchase this watershed at a relatively low cost due to 
its cut-over condition. We are currently approaching the owner and will 
evaluate other watersheds i f this one proves unavailable. However we have 
picked Big River due to its location near to a large base of unemployed 
workers, its historic ability to produce salmon, steelhead, herring and other 
commercial species, the former nomination of its wetland and estuary as a 
National Wildlife Refuge and its current cut-over condition. There are many 
details to be discussed and evaluated. We propose the land be managed in 
conjunction with a local non-profit organization, Mendocino Forest 
Conservation Trust. This organization has representatives of the timber 
worker's union, local commercial fisherman, restoration ecologists and others 
interested in the long-term sustainability of the economy and the land. Local 
management, combined with state oversight by the Conservancy, would reduce 
federal administration costs while achieving job stimulus and environmental 
goals. 

Unlike a park wilderness proposal, we do not intend to lock up the land and 
never cut timber again. Instead i t would remain as a timber preserve with 
experiments in long-term sustainable management practiced as restoration 
activities proceed. Mendocino County at some time in the future would again 
receive timber tax revenues as cutting proceeds at slower managed levels. 

The Big River Watershed Restoration and Job Creation Project fits well with 
the goals of the Clinton Administration. It puts environmental and economic 
concerns on the same page, and would create jobs while investing in America's 
natural resource infrastructure. We envision a combination of federal, state 
and possibly private funding being needed. Currently these figures are being 
prepared as discussions with the landowner proceed. 

For further information contact: 

Laurel Marcus 
State Coastal Conservancy 
1330 Broadway, Suite 1100 
Oakland, CA 94612 
(510) 286-1015 



May 11, 1993 

The Honorable Joseph Lieberman 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Lieberman: 

On behalf President C l i n t o n and Vice 
President Gore, I would l i k e t o express my 
deep g r a t i t u d e f o r your assistance i n 
passing the EPA Cabinet l e v e l b i l l . Your 
help was a b s o l u t e l y e s s e n t i a l , and we are 
most a p p r e c i a t i v e of your e f f o r t s . 

I look forward t o working w i t h you as 
we move forward on a wide range of 
environmental issues. Please c a l l on me 
whenever I can be of assistance. 

Again, thank you f o r your help i n 
t h i s regard. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 



May 11, 1993 

The Honorable Frank Lautenberg 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator Lautenberg: 

On behalf President C l i n t o n and Vice 
President Gore, I would l i k e t o express my 
deep g r a t i t u d e f o r your assistance i n 
passing the EPA Cabinet l e v e l b i l l . Your 
help was a b s o l u t e l y e s s e n t i a l , and we are 
most a p p r e c i a t i v e of your e f f o r t s . 

I look forward t o working w i t h you as 
we move forward on a wide range of 
environmental issues. Please c a l l on me 
whenever I can be of assistance. 

Again, thank you f o r your help i n 
t h i s regard. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
D i r e c t o r , O f f i c e on 
Environmental P o l i c y 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WAS H I NGTO N 

May 5, 1993 

Mr. Charles Lee 
D i r e c t o r of Research 
United Church of C h r i s t 
Commission f o r Racial J u s t i c e 
475 Riverside Drive 
S u i t e 1950 
New York, NY 10115 

Dear Mr. Lee: 

Thank you f o r the r e p o r t s and video you sent regarding 
environmental j u s t i c e issues. 

As you know, i n h i s Earth Day Address the President asked 
the Environmental P r o t e c t i o n Agency and the J u s t i c e Department t o 
begin an inter-agency review of government r e g u l a t i o n s and 
enforcement t h a t a f f e c t communities of c o l o r and of low income 
communities. Be assured t h a t I share the President's concern f o r 
environmental e q u i t y . Your thoughts are important t o us as we 
formulate our environmental agenda. 

The person on my s t a f f who handles t h i s issue i s Pamela 
McElweei. Please f e e l f r e e t o contact her d i r e c t l y , as I am sure 
she would be a p p r e c i a t i v e of your i n s i g h t s . 

Again, thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me regarding t h i s matter. 

S i ^ i c ^ r e l y , 

Kathleen A. Md 
D i r e c t o r , Whit 
Environmental Pol 

ic e on 

KAM/avl 


