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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 27, 1993

Ms. Nancy Franklin
533 Orchard Drive
Madison, WI 53711

Dear Ms. Franklin:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding President
Clinton's Forest Management Plan. It was good to hear from you.

The President, the Vice President and I are committed to the
preservation of the environment in a way that leads to strong and
sustainable economic growth. We believe that the Forest
Conference was a significant step toward the resolution of the
problems facing the Pacific Northwest.

As you know, President Clinton recently announced his Forest
Plan for a Sustainable Economy and a Sustainable Environment,
based on the analytical work of three working groups established
at the Forest Conference. This Administration believes that the
Forest Plan is scientifically-sound and legally responsible and
will provide a sustainable harvest. This plan also includes a
new economic assistance program that helps local workers,
businesses and communities in strengthening the region's economy
by creating family-wage jobs, offering new economic
opportunities, and ensuring the region's long-term economic
health.

I certainly appreciate learning your views about this very
important matter. We continue to seek a Forest Plan that is
scientifically-sound and legally responsible and will provide a
sustainable harvest, and we are currently soliciting advice and
comments on possible improvements to the proposed plan.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me.
Sincerely,
/ﬁ%@f,%
Kathleen A. McGinty
Director, White House Office on

Environmental Policy

KAM/avl



533 COrchard Drive
Madison, Wisconsin 53711
October 24, 1992
) |~

Ms. Katie McGinty, Director

Office of Environmental Policy

Room 360, Old Executive Office Building

The White House =

Washington, D.C. 20501

Dear Ms. McGinty,

I am writing ccnﬁern1ng the Ancient Forest Plan (Reg. Guide te
J.S. Forest Service, Draft Environmental Impact Statement). I am
unhappy to learn that selective logg ing and salvage. Togging are.
heing cecnsidered for the reserve areas. THere should Dbe a
substantial wilderness area in which no removal is permitted and in
which no road building is allcived. ' -

additional millions of acres should be designated as low impact
forestry areas 1in which selective harvests can ba made. . There

should be buffer zone protection for watersneds to protect fish and
stireams, ahd an acknowledgement that there are many plant and
animal species to be managed for in this region in addition to the

spetted ow?,

I am concernhed about the economic viability of the region, but if
the only way to keep 1ogg1ng companies in business is to sell then

1ogs at below coat (federal subsidy) and subsidize their loﬁg1nd of
the last 10% of ancient forests th rema1n, then I think % is

time to step the subsidies and uchnuw1cdge that they are destroying
tlhe last of a nonrenewable rescurizs, '

The regien is going to have to diversify ]
hapwen1ﬂg in the higher populaticn centers,
‘more federal guidance and suppcert for this
at the leual lTavel in these towns,
aggrassively sagh new uo1ut ong or compromis
vary long. Re “iccwfa may resent us crtsiders
are my traes, too,




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 27, 1993

Ms. Shiela R. Furlong
2225 Overview Drive, N.E.
Tacoma, WA 98422

Dear Ms. Furlong:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding President
Clinton's Forest Management Plan. It was good to hear from you.

The President, the Vice President and 1 are committed to the
preservation of the environment in a way that leads to strong and
sustainable economic growth. We believe that the Forest
Conference was a significant step toward the resolution of the
problems facing the Pacific Northwest.

As you know, President Clinton recently announced his Forest
Plan for a Sustainable Economy and a Sustainable Environment,
based on the analytical work of three working groups established
at the Forest Conference. This Administration believes that the
Forest Plan is scientifically-sound and legally responsible and
will provide a sustainable harvest. This plan also includes a
new economic assistance program that helps local workers,
businesses and communities in strengthening the region's economy
by creating family-wage jobs, offering new economic
opportunities, and ensuring the region's long-term economic
health.

I certainly appreciate learning your views about this very
important matter. We continue to seek a Forest Plan that is
scientifically-sound and legally responsible and will provide a
sustainable harvest, and we are currently soliciting advice and
comments on possible improvements to the proposed plan.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me.

Sincerely,

Tl e

Director, White Ho ffice on
Environmental Policy

KaM/avl
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

October 27, 1993

Mrs. Gerald Fartner
613 Rosetta
Florissant, MO 63031

Dear Mrs. Fartner:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding President
Clinton's Fdrest Management Plan. It was good to hear from you.

The President, the Vice President and I are committed to the
preservation of the environment in a way that leads to strong and
sustainable economic growth. We believe that the Forest
Conference was a significant step toward the resolution of the
problems facing the Pacific Northwest.

As you know, President Clinton recently announced his Forest
Plan for a Sustainable Economy and a Sustainable Environment,
based on the analytical work of three working groups established
at the Forest Conference. This Administration believes that the
Forest Plan is scientifically-sound and legally responsible and
will provide a sustainable harvest. This plan also includes a
new economic assistance program that helps local workers,
businesses and communities in strengthening the region's economy
by creating family-wage jobs, offering new economic
opportunities, and ensuring the region's long-term economic
health.

I certainly appreciate learning your views about this very
important matter. We continue to seek a Forest Plan that is
scientifically-sound and legally responsible and will provide a
sustainable harvest, and we are currently soliciting advice and
comments on possible improvements to the proposed plan.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me.

Sincerely,

Kathleen A. Mcﬂ%{?
ffice on

Director, White Hou
Environmental Policy

KAM/avl
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 27, 1993

Ms. Laura J. Funk
38 E. Hendrickson
Mellville, PA 19067

Dear Ms. Funk:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding President
Clinton's Forest Management Plan. It was good to hear from you.

The President, the Vice President and I are committed to the
preservation of the environment in a way that leads to strong and
sustainable economic growth. We believe that the Forest
Conference was a significant step toward the resolution of the
problems facing the Pacific Northwest.

As you know, President Clinton recently announced his Forest
Plan for a Sustainable Economy and a Sustainable Environment,
based on the analytical work of three working groups established
at the Forest Conference. This Administration believes that the
Forest Plan is scientifically-sound and legally responsible and
will provide a sustainable harvest. This plan also includes a
new economic assistance program that helps local workers,
businesses and communities in strengthening the region's economy
by creating family-wage jobs, offering new economic
opportunities, and ensuring the region's long-term economic
health.

I certainly appreciate learning your views about this very
important matter. We continue to seek a Forest Plan that is
scientifically-sound and legally responsible and will provide a
sustainable harvest, and we are currently soliciting advice and
comments on possible improvements to the proposed plan.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me.

Sincerely,

Kathleen A. MZ 8

Director, White House Office on
Environmental Policy

KAM/avl
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 27, 1993

Mr. Ian K. Fowler
1125 West Farwell, 2E
Chicago, IL 60626

Dear Mr. Fowler:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding President
Clinton's Forest Management Plan. It was good to hear from you.

The President, the Vice President and I are committed to the
preservation of the environment in a way that leads to strong and
sustainable economic growth. We believe that the Forest
Conference was a significant step toward the resolution of the
problems facing the Pacific Northwest.

As you know, President Clinton recently announced his Forest
Plan for a Sustainable Economy and a Sustainable Environment,
based on the analytical work of three working groups established
at the Forest Conference. This Administration believes that the
Forest Plan is scientifically-sound and legally responsible and
will provide a sustainable harvest. This plan also includes a
new economic assistance program that helps local workers,
businesses and communities in strengthening the region's economy
by creating family-wage jobs, offering new economic
opportunities, and ensuring the region's long-term economic
health.

I certainly appreciate learning your views about this very
important matter. We continue to seek a Forest Plan that is
scientifically-sound and legally responsible and will provide a
sustainable harvest, and we are currently soliciting advice and
comments on possible improvements to the proposed plan.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me.

Singrelyf % _

Kathleen A. McGinty
Director, White House Office on
Environmental Policy

KAM/avl



U 1125 West Farwell, 2E, Chicago IL. 60626 (312)435-4033

9-23-93

Ms. Katie McGinty

Director, Office of Environmental Policy
Room 360, the OEOB

Washington, DC 20501

Dear Ms. McGinty,

I write to you in regard to the "Option 9" plan currently being proposed for
our National Forest management. The plan has many shortcomings, not the least
of which are that:

e Option 9 does not figure into its allowable cut limits either "thinning" or
"salvage" logging. These contribute significantly to deforestation, and
should obviously be added into the total forest reduction figures.

e The plan continues to support arson logging, a Forest Service practice
that allows the harvest of trees in burned areas. Fires are sometimes
started by those wishing a timber windfall. Such parties should not be
allowed to profit from the destruction of public lands through the continua-
tion of this policy.

e Option 9 establishes "reserves" of forest that are determined to be in
critical watershed areas. This sounds good until one learns that even these
reserves are not off-limits to logging. How are we to protect our valuable
topsoil and fish in such sensitive and allegedly valuable areas if
roadbuilding and logging are allowed? Studies have shown that wherever
road access is provided, land quality slides (literally) downhill.

What are we to make of Option 9, when it is a plan so full of holes? I strongly

urge you to ask that implementation of the plan be delayed, and to work instead

toward a plan which addresses these and other concerns. Any less would do

injustice to the heritage of our beautiful and inherently valuable public lands.
Sincerely, Ian K. Fowler

JAN




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 27, 1993

Ms. Sarah P. Faulconer
102 Thompson Street
Strasburg, VA 22657

Dear Ms. Faulconer:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding President
Clinton's Forest Management Plan. It was good to hear from you.

The President, the Vice President and I are committed to the
preservation of the environment in a way that leads to strong and
sustainable economic growth. We believe that the Forest
Conference was a significant step toward the resolution of the
problems facing the Pacific Northwest.

As you know, President Clinton recently announced his Forest
Plan for a Sustainable Economy and a Sustainable Environment,
based on the analytical work of three working groups established
at the Forest Conference. This Administration believes that the
Forest Plan is scientifically-sound and legally responsible and
will provide a sustainable harvest. This plan also includes a
new economic assistance program that helps local workers,
businesses and communities in strengthening the region's economy
by creating family-wage jobs, offering new economic
opportunities, and ensuring the region's long-term economic
health.

I certainly appreciate learning your views about this very
important matter. We continue to seek a Forest Plan that is
scientifically-sound and legally responsible and will provide a
sustainable harvest, and we are currently soliciting advice and
comments on possible improvements to the proposed plan.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me.
Sincerely,
Kathleen A. McGinty
Director, White House Office on

Environmental Policy

KAM/avl



102 Thompson Street
Strasburg, Virginia 22657
October 6, 1993

The Clinton Administration

c/o Kathleen McGinty, Pirector

Office of Environmental Policy

Room 350, 0ld Executive Office Building
Washington, D. C. 20501

Dear Ms. McGinty:

Enclosed is copy of letter to Mr. James Lyons of the USDA., I have also written
the Interagency SEIS Team in Portland, Oregon.

These letters pertain to the Clinton Forest Plan. While there is much in the
plan which is desirable, it does not go far enough to protect our ancient
forest system. There is more involved here than the spotted owl. Ancient
forests are special. They are habitats of choice and rare plant and animal
species which cannot survive anywhere but in such ecosystems.

As you will note in the copy enclosed, the Plan needs to establish a permanent
ancient forest reserve system and no salvage logging nor thinning should
be permitted in the reserves.

Excessive logging outside reserves should be prohibited in order to protect
near-stream areas which are important for clean water and fish. Adaptive
management areas should be eliminated. Without a doubt, timber interests
will be those who conduct the experiments and the same clearcutting and
forest degradation will continue.

The ancient forest reserve system should include forests on the east of the
Cascades and logging in these forests should be restricted.

I hope the administration will strengthen the Plan. I will follow with
interest what is being done. Thank you very much.

Very truly yours,

méé//% /ﬂ ,%zé;m/

Sarah P. FAulconer
F/f
Enclosure



102 Thompson Street
Strasburg, Virginia 22657

v September 27, 1993

Mr. James Lyong . :

Assistant Secretary fox" Natural Resources and Environment
USDA

Room 2173, North Building

Washington, D. C. 20250
Dear Mr. Lyons: Re: Clint_on Forest Plan

The Clinton Forest Plan has much in it to be commended. The attempt to
put ancient forests and logging communities on a sustainable basis,

the $1.2 billion economic restructuring package to assist workers and
communities in making a transition to a more diverse economy, and the
removal of the tax subsidies which encourage exports of raw logs, are
all very positive aspects of the Plan.

However, the plan needs to establish a real and permanent ancient

- forest reserve system, with no salvage logging or thinning. Salvage

- in reserves should be prohibited. I am familiar with "salvaging” in

. our George Washington National Forest. It means clearcutting which

cemoves everything, leaving nothing for wildlife.

Excessive logging outside reserves should be prohibited. Near-stream

areas which are important for clean water and fish will be degraded.

~ High viability standards should be set for salmon and for the whole
ecosystem. Ecosystems can't be preserved in a piece-meal fashion.

. _ "'Adaptive management areas" should be eliminated. What will happen

if caommunities are -allowed to decide how to manage national forests

is that, without a doubt, local timber interests will be conducting the

- "experiments" and there will be the same clearcutting and forest
destruction. '

Forests on the east side of the Cascades are part' of: the_whole ancient
forest ecosystem and have been subjected for years to logging abuseg .~

- They should be,:'e"x permanent ancient forest reserve system and logging in
these farests should be restricted.

We must save the remaining ancient forest systems. Thank you very
) mdl-

\'/ truly yours,

e Gdforer

F/f

Copies to:
Senator Charles Robb

Senator John Warner
Kathleen McGinty



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 27, 1993

Ms. Joan K. Fowler
1128 Tenth Street Southwest
Rochester, MN 55902

Dear Ms. Fowler:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding President
Clinton's Forest Management Plan. It was good to hear from you.

The President, the Vice President and I are committed to the
preservation of the environment in a way that leads to strong and
sustainable economic growth. We believe that the Forest
Conference was a significant step toward the resolution of the
problems facing the Pacific Northwest.

As you know, President Clinton recently announced his Forest
Plan for a Sustainable Economy and a Sustainable Environment,
based on the analytical work of three working groups established
at the Forest Conference. This Administration believes that the
Forest Plan is scientifically-sound and legally responsible and
will provide a sustainable harvest. This plan also includes a
new economic assistance program that helps local workers,
businesses and communities in strengthening the region's economy
by creating family-wage jobs, offering new economic
opportunities, and ensuring the region's long-term economic
health.

I certainly appreciate learning your views about this very
important matter. We continue to seek a Forest Plan that is
scientifically-sound and legally responsible and will provide a
sustainable harvest, and we are currently soliciting advice and
comments on possible improvements to the proposed plan.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me.
Sincerely,

o 7L

Kathleen A. McGinty
Director, White House Office on
Environmental Policy

KAM/avl



1128 Tenth Stuset Southwest
C/QOC/L'E,_&['E'L, Minnesota 55902

October 5, 1993

Clinton Administration

c/o Kathleen McGinty, Director

Office of Environmental Policy

Room 350, 01d Executive Office Bldg.
Washington, D.C.

20251

Dear Kathleen McGinty

Enclosed is a copy of my letter to James
Lyons with comments on the President's
proposed plan for ancient forests of the
Pacific Northwest. His plan makes a good

start, but I hope the rTevision will

strengthen the plan by closing some of

the loopholes and extending the protection.

Sincerely,

- -, o ,

/&4’ajzk//-;”fif¢¢4
/

Joan XK. Fowler

enc. 1



17128 Tenth Street Southwest
4/\70.:/1'.‘:5['5'1, (/Minm:mfa 55902

October 5, 1993

James Lyons,

Asst. Sec. for Natural Resources and Environment)USDA
Room 2173, North Building

Washington, D.C. 20250

Dear Mr. Lyons:

I was glad to note several positive points in
the President's proposed plan for ancient forests
of the Pacific Northwest:

elimination of tax loopholes that
encourage export of raw logs

economic assistance to communities
dependent on timber

However it is essential that a plan include:

a permanent anciebt forest reserve
system without any salvage logging
or thinning

a 1imit on logging which is at a
sustainable level

high viability standards for the
ecosystem so salmon would be protected

I hope these points can be included in your
revision of the President's plan.

Sincerely,

A
7 VPN
//éf‘af“rz/o(d.'ﬁ- LTeesLen

Joan K. Fowler

copy to Kathleen McGinty,
Director, Office of Environmental Policy




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 27, 1993

Ms. Carol Farwell
2242 Lincoln Park W.
Chicago, IL 60614

Dear Ms. Farwell:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding President
Clinton's Forest Management Plan. It was good to hear from you.

The President, the Vice President and I are committed to the
preservation of the environment in a way that leads to strong and
sustainable economic growth. We believe that the Forest
Conference was a significant step toward the resolution of the
problems facing the Pacific Northwest. '

As you know, President Clinton recently announced his Forest
Plan for a Sustainable Economy and a Sustainable Environment,
based on the analytical work of three working groups established
at the Forest Conference. This Administration believes that the
Forest Plan is scientifically-sound and legally responsible and
will provide a sustainable harvest. This plan also includes a
new economic assistance program that helps local workers,
pusinesses and communities in strengthening the region's economy
by creating family-wage jobs, offering new economic
opportunities, and ensuring the region's long-term economic
health.

1 certainly appreciate learning your views about this very
important matter. We continue to seek a Forest Plan that is
scientifically-sound and legally responsible and will provide a
sustainable harvest, and we are currently soliciting advice and
comments on possible improvements to the proposed plan.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me.
Sincerely,
Fnd 7
Kathleen A. McGin
Director, White House Office on

Environmental Policy

KAM/avl
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AVE ()UR SISKIYOU

Kathleen McGinty

Office of Environmental Policy

0ld. Executive Office Bldg. - Rm 358
Washington, DC 20501

Dear. Kathleen McGinty

The endangered Siskiyou Forest in southwestem Orcgon desper-
ately needs your help. This is the largest, most intact Ancicnt Forest
ccosystem on the West Coast, with almost 300,000 acres of unprotected
roadless wildlands. It is a global treasure, a genetic Noah's Ark contain-
ing the most diverse coniferous forest in the world. Scientists have
recognized this region as one of the biologically most valuable areas in all
of North America. Please do not allow these irreplaceable wild arcas - s0
important as habitat for owls, salmon and scores of rare plants - 1o be
sacrificed for a few more years of jobs and profits for'the timber industry.

Please permanently withdraw all Siskiyou National Forest
Roadless Areas from logging and development. Please support Forest
Plan Option 1, which would create a true Ancient Forest Rescrve System,
protected from all logging. Also, please make no exceptions L0 exisiing
environmental laws, and stop all raw log exports.

Since by

C’oo\ OB? \—a (L_,VQ,Q_,Q

Name JVQ/Q e \l O/CDQ\ I&; = LR_,L/K

Address_. 2 2 D L ¢ C_c,Qu\ r\)¥\ UL\)

City, State. Zip Q\\\ coso o IO, Gop l“f
& !




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 27, 1993

Ms. Kathy Finlay
608 Kiefer Creek Road
Ballwin, mO 63021

Dear Ms. Finaly:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding President
Clinton's Forest Management Plan. It was good to hear from you.

The President, the Vice President and I are committed to the
preservation of the environment in a way that leads to strong and
sustainable economic growth. We believe that the Forest
Conference was a significant step toward the resolution of the
problems facing the Pacific Northwest.

As you know, President Clinton recently announced his Forest
Plan for a Sustainable Economy and a Sustainable Environment,
based on the analytical work of three working groups established
at the Forest Conference. This Administration believes that the
Forest Plan is scientifically-sound and legally responsible and
will provide a sustainable harvest. This plan also includes a
new economic assistance program that helps local workers,
businesses and communities in strengthening the region's economy
by creating family-wage jobs, offering new economic
opportunities, and ensuring the region's long-term economic
health.

1 certainly appreciate learning your views about this very
important matter. We continue to seek a Forest Plan that is
scientifically-sound and legally responsible and will provide a
sustainable harvest, and we are currently soliciting advice and
comments on possible improvements to the proposed plan.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me.
Sincerely,

. 4. 17

Kathleen A. McGIiInty
Director, White House Office on
Environmental Policy

KAM/avl
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 27, 1993

Mr. Adam Fox, M.D.
1905 Sheridan Avenue
St. Paul, MN 55116

Dear Dr. Fox:

Thank you for your recent letter regarding President
Clinton's Forest Management Plan. It was good to hear from you.

The President, the Vice President and I are committed to the
preservation of the environment in a way that leads to strong and
sustainable economic growth. We believe that the Forest
Conference was a significant step toward the resolution of the
problems facing the Pacific Northwest.

> -

As you know, President Clinton recently announced his Forest
Plan.for a Sustainable Economy and a Sustainable Environment,
based on the analytical work of three working groups established
at the Forest Conference. This Administration believes that the
Forest Plan is scientifically-sound and legally responsible and
will provide a sustainable harvest. This plan also includes a
new economic assistance program that helps local workers,
businesses and communities in strengthening the region's economy
by creating family-wage jobs, offering new economic
opportunities, and ensuring the region's long-term economic
health.

1 certainly appreciate learning your views about this very
important matter. We continue to seek a Forest Plan that is
scientifically-sound and legally responsible and will provide a
sustainable harvest, and we are currently soliciting advice and
comments on possible improvements to the proposed plan.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me.
Sincerely,
Kathleen A. McGint
Director, White House Office on

Environmental Policy

KAM/avl
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 21, 1993

The Honorable Bob Filner
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Filner:

The President has asked that I respond to your letter of
August 5 regarding your concerns about federal wetlands policy
and H.R. 350, the Wetlands Reform Act. I apologize for the delay
in my response.

President Clinton and Vice President Gore are committed to
the preservation of our natural resources in a way that leads to
strong and sustainable economic growth. This Administration
shares your concerns about the uncertainties surrounding wetlands
policies of the past.

As you know, an Interagency Working Group on Federal
Wetlands Policy was convened on June 4 to review and seek to
clarify the issues surrounding federal wetlands policy in
anticipation of the reauthorization of the Clean Water Act. It
included representatives of all federal agencies involved in, or
impacted by, the protection of wetlands. In addition, the
working group solicited a broad range of views, including those
of the Congress; state and local government; environmentalists;
developers and homebuilders; agricultural interests:; and others.
The Administration policy that was announced in August is very
consistent with the policies proposed in your letter.

I look forward to working with you to ensure the effective
implementation of an ecologically sound wetlands policy during
the reauthorization of the Clean Water Act.

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me.

Sincerely

. LY —

Kathleen A. Mc Yy
Director, White House Office on
Environmental Policy

KAM/avl



N,
()J
0
NS}
Lf\
’6\

Congress of the Enited States

Pouge of Repregentatibes
wasbing(aﬁ, AE Bos’5 ¢ 00

August 5, 1993

The President

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20500 '

Dear Mr. President:

We understand that you are currently in the process of
formulating an official position on federal wetlands policy. We
would like to urge you to adopt a position that is closely in
line with H.R. 350, the Wetlands Reform Act, currently
cosponsored by 80 members of Congress.

We know you are aware of the importance of preserving our
wetlands, and commend you for your support of a '"no net loss" of
wetlands policy. Because Congress is moving closer to acting
legislatively on this issue, we feel that your involvement now
could have a critical impact on the outcome of this debate and
help end the polarization that has developed over this issue.

At a minimum, wetlands policy should accomplish the following:

it should stem the loss of 300,000 acres of wetlands annually; it
should streamline the permit process; it should improve wetlands
regulations so that they are uniformly applied; and it should
establish a more incentive-based approach to preserving
privately-held wetlands. We believe that H.R. 350 offers
reasonable and workable solutions that would achieve these
reforms within the framework that currently exists.

To strengthen protections for wetlands, H.R. 350 would amend the
Clean Water Act to include explicitly a provision covering the
protection of wetlands and expand the number of activities
covered under the Act to all that are harmful to wetlands. The
careful tracking of the impact of the permit program and
mitigation efforts on wetlands would also be required. Finally,
it would direct more personnel and resources to agencies that
oversee wetlands policy.

To streamline the permit process and make it more workable to
private landowners, H.R. 350 would establish a fast track to
process minor permits within a period of 60 days. Other helpful
provisions would direct the Corps to assist small landowners with
wetlands delineations, accelerate the completion of the National
Wetlands inventory maps by the Fish and Wildlife Service, and
clarify exemptions for normal and ongocing farming practices.



Many of the complaints that the system is unworkable arise from
the uneven application of wetlands regulations. We believe this
can be remedied through better training of wetlands delineators,
and through better coordination of delineation methods.

We also would like to stress the importance of scrutinizing
proposals that would seriously erode our wetlands base. We are
particularly opposed to calls for a national wetlands
classification system. Such a task would be an inefficient use
of scarce resources, and according to the Fish and Wildlife
Service, it would cost $18 billion to implement. In addition,
ratings would have to be based on very subjective criteria.

We also urge you to resist pressure to broaden the application of
the Fifth Amendment takings clause to the limitation of property
rights that results from wetlands regqulations. Restrictions on
the use of wetlands property often serve to protect the health
and safety of other nearby properties. To be able to evaluate
carefully the unique facts of each case, questions on takings
must be left to the courts to be considered on a case by case
basis.

The best chance for expanding our wetlands base lies in wetlands
restoration efforts. However, it is shortsighted to look to
mitigation banking as a solution that would allow wetlands to be
destroyed for development projects by creating or contributing to
a mitigation bank elsewhere. Studies have shown that efforts to
restore or create wetlands have had mixed results, and
replacement wetlands are often unsatisfactory because they rarely
perform as many or even the same functions as the natural
wetlands they replace.

Because 74 percent of the nation’s remaining wetlands are
privately owned, we must look more toward incentive-based
approaches to protecting wetlands. We urge support for the
Wetlands Reserve Program, as well as tax incentives that
encourage the donation of land to qualified conservation
organizations or that promote limiting activities on wetlands to
compatible uses.

The need to preserve our wetlands has been made especially clear
by the tragic floods now occuring in the Mississippi Valley.

Contributing to the severity of the flooding is the fact that 75%
- 90% of the wetlands in the region have been lost. In order to
resolve the debate over wetlands quickly and fairly, we urge you
to adopt the approach outlined in H.R. 350, so that both the

economic and environmental benefits of wetlands can be preserved.

Sincerely,

Sov. Edundo

. J
Don Edwards, M.C. Norman Y. Mineta, M.C.
o
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

October 22, 1993

The Honorable Vic Fazio
U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Fazio:

The President has asked that I respond to your letter of
August 4 regarding the implementation of laws affecting the
allocation of water in California. It was good to hear from you,
and I sincerely apologize for the delay in my response.

As you know, I share President Clinton's commitment to the
preservation of our environment in a way that leads to strong and
sustainable economic growth. Last spring, I contacted Governor
Pete Wilson regarding the protection of Bay-Delta water quality.
I wish to reaffirm this Administration's commitment to
coordinated management of water resources in California in a
manner which serves the interests of all the state's residents.

Coordination of the activities of the Federal agencies is,
as you rightly point out, of great importance to the overall
success of the effort, and we are making significant and
unprecedented progress on that front. Very close integration of
the Federal efforts with state responsibilities is also vital,
and we are continuing to work with the regional agency
representatives to ensure that they are working closely with the
relevant state agencies and all affected parties.

Once again, thank you for your letter on this important

matter, and I would welcome any additional assistance you could
provicde as we proceed.

Sinceéely,

Kathleen A. McGinty
Director, White House Office on
Environmental Policy

KAM/avl



Congress of the nited States
Pouge of Repregentatibes
Rashington, B 26618 P4 59

August 4, 1993

The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

"We are writing to urge you to take immediate steps to ensure that
federal agencies responsible for implementing laws affecting the
allocation of water in California act in a coordinated manner to
protect both the state's economy and its environment.

No fewer than four federal agencies now exercise control over the
water supplies for 19 million Californians and nearly 5 million
acres of farmland. Each of these agencies, acting separately
under the authority of a variety of federal laws, 1is preparing a
long-term plan for the protection of fish, wildlife and water
quality in California's Bay-Delta Estuary and the Central Valley.

Individually and collectively, these federal actions have the
potential to have significant adverse impacts on California's
struggling economy. We recognize that effective protection and
restoration of the environment sometimes produce adverse economic
consequences that simply cannot be avoided. However, we are
greatly concerned that the economic impacts of federal actions in
the Bay-Delta are being exacerbated by a lack of high-level
coordination among the agencies involved.

Interim actions by the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) to protect
endangered species in the Bay-Delta have already resulted in
severe reductions in water supplies in the San Joaquin and
Sacramento valleys. Further reductions of agricultural and urban
supplies may also occur with full implementation of the Central
Valley Project Improvement Act by the USFWS and the Bureau of
Reclamation. In addition, the Environmental Protection Agency
will in the near future establish water quality standards for the
Bay-Delta that will almost certainly disrupt water supplies for
agricultural and urban users throughout the state.

Although there is some cooperation among the responsible federal
agencies at the regional level, some of them continue to act
separately and seemingly without regard for the cumulative
effects of their individual decisions on the environment or the
economy . ' :



The President
August 4, 1993
Page 2

Consequently, small agricultural communities and large cities
such as Los Angeles are facing a series of separate, overlapping
federal mandates whose timing, scope and impacts are unclear.
The resulting uncertainty has undermined agricultural and urban
planing, financing and development.

We were pleased that your Administration has recognized this
problem and its possible solution. On May 27, 1993, Kathleen
McGinty, Director of the White House Office on Environmental
Policy, wrote to Governor Pete Wilson to assure him of your
Administration's commitment to coordinated management of
California's water resources under a policy that seeks to
"protect the health of the Bay-Delta environment and achieve
reliable supplies for water users."

However, that commitment to a coordinated effort to balance
competing demands is not always reflected in actions of agency
personnel at the regional level, who at this point appear to be
largely responsible for the development and implementation of
federal water policy in California.

Decisions affecting millions of Californians should not be left
entirely in the hands of a few federal technicians pursuing the
sometimes narrow goals of their separate agencies. Rather,
federal agencies involved in the Bay-Delta must act in a
coordinated, unified manner under the guidance of a comprehensive
policy aimed at fully complying with environmental protection
laws while minimizing adverse economic impacts.

We urge you to appoint a cabinet-level task force to direct and
coordinate all federal activities in the Bay-Delta and to ensure
that those activities reflect the Administration's commitment to
solve environmental problems while assuring a reliable supply of
water for California's agricultural and urban users.

It is our strong belief that such an inter-agency effort should
be led by the Secretary of the Interior. Secretary Babbitt
demonstrated an ability to resolve highly complex water resource
conflicts while he was Governor of Arizona, and he is respected
by California environmentalists and water users alike. He would
provide exactly the type of strong and innovative leadership that
is required to resolve the daunting water allocation issues we
face in California.

The State of California also must accept responsibility for
addressing its water problems. The burden cannot be the federal
government's alone. But it is your Administration that now has
the opportunity to provide the leadership and direction necessary



The President
August 4, 1993
Page 3

to resolve water conflicts that have divided Californians for a
generation. It is an opportunity that none of us can afford to

miss.

Hon. Cal Dooley Hon. RlckZ

Hon. Gary Condit Hon. Vic Fazio

cc: Hon. Bruce Babbitt, Secretary, Department of the Interior
Hon. Ronald Brown, Secretary, Department of Commerce
Ms. Carol Browner, Administrator, Environmental Protection
Agency
Ms. Kathleen McGinty, Director, White House Office on
Environmental Policy



