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T H E WHITE H O U S E 

WAS HIN GTO N 

January 12, 1994 

Mr. Jim Atchison 
President 
Help Alert Western Kentucky 
P.O. Box 1225 
Eddyvllle, KY 42038 

Dear Mr. Atchison: 

Tharik you for contacting me regarding your thoughts about 
chip m i l l s located i n the Termessee River Valley. I t was good 
hearing from you. 

As you know, I share President Clinton's and Vice President 
Gore's commitraent to the preservation of our environment. I 
understand your concerns about the potential environmental 
impacts of chip m i l l s on the adjacent r i v e r s , as well as the 
impacts of timber harvesting i n regions surrounding the m i l l s . I 
have notified the Administrator of the Environmental Protection 
Agency and the Acting Assistant Secretary of C i v i l Works of your 
thoughts i n t h i s matter. I am sure that your concerns w i l l be 
given every consideration. 

Again, thank you for sharing your views with me. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGint] 
Director, White House Office on 
Environmental Policy 

KAM/avl 
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H E L . F > A L E R T W E S n T E R N K E N T U C K Y 

P.O. Box 1225 , E d d y v i l l e , KY 42038 

December 22, 1993 

Honorable Katie McGinty 

Director, Office of Environmental Policy 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20501 

Dear Ms. McGinty: 

I am concerned about a potentially disastrous problem for the 
Tennessee Valley. 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Nashville d i s t r i c t , presently 
has over twenty (20) requests for new or modifications to existing 
permits for f a c i l i t i e s to ship whole logs, wood chips, or 
"residual chips" on the Cumberland River. The Corps has announced 
i t w i l l not follow the precedent set by the Tennessee Valley 
Authority of evaluating the environmental impacts of these 
proposals. 

As you know, USAGE participated with TVA in such a study l a s t year 
in r e l a t i o n to similar proposals for three (3) f a c i l i t i e s near 
Chattanooga and the permits were denied. I t i s absurd to think 
that the Corps w i l l not study the impacts of these proposals on 
the surrounding forests and communities. 

I implore you to contact USAGE and request they comply with the 
National Environmental Policy Act and study the cumulative effects 
of t h e i r actions before permits are issued or modified. 

Thank you for your assistance in t h i s matter, 

icere ly, 

Jim Atchison, President 
Help Alert Western Kentucky, Inc 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

WA S H I N GTO N 

January 13, 1994 

Mr. Christopher Allen 
3407 Oakenshaw Place 
Baltimore, MD 21218 

Dear Mr. Allen: 

This i s to notify you that I am i n receipt of your request 
for information regarding the Council on Environmental Quality. 
I apologize for the delay i n responding. 

The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) applies only to 
records maintained by "agencies" within the Executive Branch. 
See 5 U.S.C. §522(f). The Office of the President, including the 
President's inmiediate personal s t a f f and units i n the Executive 
Office whose sole function i s to advise and a s s i s t the President, 
i s not an "agency" for the purposes of FOIA. Thus the White 
House Office on Environmental Policy i s not an "agency" for the 
purposes of FOIA. Consequently, FOIA does not e s t a b l i s h a 
statutory right to the documents that you have requested from the 
Office of the President. 

Again, thank you for contacting my o f f i c e . 

Sincerely, bincereiy. 

Kathleen A. McGdfnty \ J 
Director, White House Office on 
Environmental Policy 

KAM/avl 



3407 Oakenshaw Place 
Baltimore, MD 21218 
December 6, 1993 

Kathleen McGinty 
Director 
Office on Environmental Policy 
Old Executive Office Building 
Room 360 
Washington, D.C. 20501 

RE: Freedom of Information Act Request 

Dear Ms. McGinty: 

This is a request under the Freedom of Infonnation Act. 

I request copies of all correspondence, memoranda, and other records with 
outside parties relating to President Clinton's February 8, 1993 proposal to terminate the 
Coiincil on Environmental Quality. In addition, I request copies of all communications and 
other records between the Office on Environmeiital Policy and the Environmental Protection 
agency relating to the proposal to abolish CEQ. 

In order to determine my status to assess fees, you should know that I am a 
student with the Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, and this request is made for scholarly 
purposes and not for commercial use. 

I am willing to pay fees up to a maximum $75.OO..' If you estimate that the fees 
will exceed this limit, please contact me at (202) 887-1576 during business hours or (410) 243-
7309 after 7pm. 

Sincerely, 

/ 
/ 

Christopher C. Allen 



THE WHITE H O U S E 

WAS HI N GTO N 

January 20, 1994 

Ms. Bonnie Armstrong 
334 Prout Hall 
BGSV, Ohio 43403 

Dear Ms. Armstrong: 

Thank you for contacting me regarding your thoughts about 
President Clinton's Forest Management Plan. I t was good to hear 
from you. 

As you know. President Clinton announced his Forest Plan for 
a Sustainable Economy and a Sustainable Environraent, based on the 
analytical work of three working groups established at the Forest 
Conference. This Administration believes that the Forest Plan i s 
scientifically-sound and legally responsible and w i l l provide a 
sustainable harvest. This plan also Includes a new economic 
assistance program that helps local workers, businesses and 
communities in strengthening the region's economy by creating 
family-wage jobs, offering new economic opportunities, and 
ensuring the region's long-term economic health. 

After receiving over 100,000 coraraents on the proposed plan, 
we are now working to refine i t further and expect to submit i t 
to the court by the end of March. I appreciate learning your 
views on this very important issue. 

Again, thank you for sharing your thoughts with me. 

Sinq^ely, ^-N • 

Kathleen A. McGtnty 
Director, White House Office on 
Environmental Policy 

KAM/avl 
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THE WHITE H O U S E 

WASH I NGTON 

January 4, 1993 

Mr. John Adams 
Executive Director 
Natural Resources Defense Council 
1350 New York Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear J 

h*nk Thank you for your recent letter regarding your thoughts 
about reauthorization of the Clean Water Act. I t was good to 
hear from you. 

I certainly appreciate learning about your support for 
strengthening the Act and your concern about the reauthorization 
process. As you know. President Clinton and I agree that we must 
move forward on i t in a timely manner, given the great amount of 
public interest in this very important issue. Rest assured that 
we w i l l continue in our efforts to protect one of our nation's 
most valuable resources -- our water. 

I have taken the liberty of sharing your letter with my 
staff handling this issue, and we w i l l keep you apprised of 
developments as we move toward reauthorization. Again, thank you 
for sharing your views with me. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen A. McGinty 
Director, White House Office on 
Environmental Policy 

KAM/avl 



Natural Resources 
Defense Council 

1350 New York Ave.. N.W. 
Washington, DC 20005 
202 7S3-7S00 

December 16, 1993 Fax202 783-5917 

Ms. Kathleen McGinty 

D i r e c t o r , O f f i c e of Environmental P o l i c y 
O f f i c e of the President 
Old Executive O f f i c e B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D.C. 

re: Clean Water Act Reauthorization 

Dear K a t i e : 
I was very encouraged by our conversation about r e a u t h o r i z a t i o n 
of the Clean Water Act. Strengthening the Act i s a major 
p r i o r i t y f o r NRDC and the whole environmental community. I t also 
represents a c l e a r o p p o r t u n i t y f o r t h i s A d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o take a 
p r o a c t i v e r o l e i n strengthening a major domestic environmental 
program. P o l l s show overwhelming p u b l i c support f o r 
strengthening our water p o l l u t i o n laws. And the d r i n k i n g water 
problems i n Milwaukee and Washington, D.C. t h i s year increased 
p u b l i c awareness of the need t o p r o t e c t our water supplies. 
We are concerned, however, t h a t the Clean Water Act process has 
begun t o s t a l l . Congress has made only l i m i t e d progress, and I 
bel i e v e movement w i l l come only w i t h strong leadership from the 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Yet the Interagency Work Group process has been 
slow, and r e c e n t l y , we understand t h a t economic arguments against 
a strong Clean Water Act have emerged w i t h i n the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . 

We are anxious t o help make the p o l i t i c a l , economic and 
environmental arguments i n favor of a strong Clean Water Act. 
Bob Adler and Jessica Landman have requested meetings w i t h OMB t o 
present our case f o r clean water. But I believe these arguments 
need your strong personal involvement t o be heard, f i r s t w i t h i n 
the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and then i n Congress. I am also w r i t i n g t o 
Carol Browner w i t h a s i m i l a r message about the need f o r her 
personal involvement i n t h i s debate. 

We look forward t o working w i t h you on t h i s campaign, and would 
l i k e t o meet w i t h you t o discuss how we can best get our message 
across. Please c a l l Bob or Jessica i f you have questions, or t o 
arrange a meeting. 

Sincerely, 

/ / J o h n Adams 
^ Executive Director 

lOOloKencM Pnfir 43 YIesI 20th Street 71 Stevenson Street 6330 San Vicente Blvd., Suite 250 212 Merchant St., Suite 203 
Neui York, New York 10011 San Francisco, CA 94105 Los Angeles, CA 90048 Honolulu, Hawai'i 96813 
212 727-2700 415 777-0220 213 934-6900 808 533-1075 
Fax 212 727-1773 Fax 415 495-5996 Fax 213 934-1210 Fax 808 521-6841 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

January 27, 1994 

Ms. Merribel Ayres 
Executive Director 
National Independent Energy Producers 
601 Thirteenth Street, N.W. 
Suite 320S 

Washington, D.C. 20005 

Dear Merribel: 
Thank you for your recent letter and the copy of the report 

you enclosed entitled Clean Energy Solutions: Independent Power 
and the Environment. I t was good to hear from you. 

I certainly appreciate learning about your continuing 
efforts at the National Independent Energy Producers to study the 
environmental performance of power generation f a c i l i t i e s . I 
share your enthusiasra for future progress in the developraent and 
iraplementation of new energy technologies. This Administration 
supports such in i t i a t i v e s which decrease our dangerous dependence 
on di r t i e r , less fuel-efficient energy sources. 

Again, thank you for calling your work to my attention. 

Sincately, 

Kathleen A . Mc(S4j[>ty 
Director/, White House Office on 
Environmental Policy 

KAM/avl 



National Independent Energy Producers 

Board of Dircgors 

Thc AES Corporation 
Ahlstxom Development Gjrp. 
American REF-FUEL 
CRSS Capital, Inc. 
Coastal Power Produaion Co. 
Cogcn Technologies, Inc. 
Consolidated Hydro, Inc. 
Destec Energy, Inc. 
Falcon Seaboard Resources 
Intercontinental Energy Corp. 
Oxbow Power Corp. 
Sithe/Energies Group 
U.S. Generating Company 
UtiICo Group Inc. 
Westmoreland Energy, Inc. 
\XTiccIabrator Technologies, Inc. 

January 4, 1994 

Ms. Kathleen McGinty 
Deputy Assistant to the President and Director Office of 
Environmental Policy 
Room 360, Old Executive Office Building 
17th and Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Kathi 

Merribel S. Ayres 
Executive Director 

(202) 783-2244 

On behalf of the National Independent Energy Producers (NIEP), I am 
pleased to enclose a copy of our new report. Clean Energy Solutions: Independent 
Power and the Environment. 

The report demonstrates how competitive forces have led to dramatic 
advances in the environmental performance of power generation facilities. 
Using NIEP member companies' operating experiences as examples, the report 
shows how independent power producers (IPPs) have reduced the impact that 
power generation has on the environment by applying state-of-the-art renewable 
energy and fossil fuel-fired technologies. 

Largely due to the innovation and efficiencies spurred by competition in 
power markets, new fossil fuel-fired generating facilities are cleaner than older, 
existing plants by a factor of six-to-one on average. As a result, new generating 
capacity has significantly less impact on the environment than older plants. In 
fact, total emissions will decline as new, fuel-efficient power projects, using 
modem environmental control technologies or renewable fuels, replace dirtier, 
aging facilities. 

A few technological innovations that have been driven by competitive 
forces include: 

• clean coal gasification; 
• advanced solid fuel boilers, such as circulating fluidized bed 

(CFB) combusters; 
• high-efficiency, gas-fired combined cycle systems; 
• low water-consumption cooling equipment; and 
• advanced emissions reduction systems. 

601 Thinecndi Streer, N.W. Suite 320S Washington, D.C. 20005 



Ms. Kathleen McGinty 
January 3,1994 
Page Two 

In addition, indef>endent power producers have developed and implemented innovative 
approaches to offsetting their facilities' impact on the environment. Such approaches include 
programs to plant trees or purchase and retire older, polluting cars. 

As companies committed to clean, efficient power generation in a competitive market, 
NIEP members support environmental policies that rely on flexible, market-based approaches to 
regulation. NIEP is an association of companies that build, own and operate independent power 
generation facilities, selling electricity in competitive power markets and steam to industrial 
companies. Member companies use a broad spectrum of fossil fuel-fired and renewable energy 
technologies. 

IPPs have been a driving force in the evolution of competitive electric power markets 
during the past decade. In 1992, indejjendent power plants accounted for nearly two-thirds of 
the new generating capacity brought on line, and IPPs have built more than 50 percent of the 
new capacity that has entered service since 1989. The industty is exf>ected to maintain this 
strong position into the future, bringing an additional 40,000 megawatts of capacity on line, and 
investing $50 billion by the year 2000. 

Given the continued need to find cost-effective solutions to the environmental challenges 
associated with power generation, it is critical that regulatory structures encourage competition 
and the innovation it brings. As the track record of the independent power industry 
demonstrates, competitive forces can make a significant contribution toward achieving 
environmental objectives. 

We hope this report helps to clarify the role that competitive power markets can play in 
bringing about a cleaner, more efficient energy future. 

.^y 

lyf 

Sincerely, 

yrr 
\ 

lerribel S. Ayres 
Executive Director 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

January 27, 1994 

Mr. Erik Albert 
P.O. 6103 
Ketchura, ID 83340 

Dear Mr. Albert: 

Thank you for contacting my office regarding your thoughts 
about the U.S. Air Force's proposed bombing range in Owyhee 
County, Idaho. I t was good to hear from you. 

As you know, the protection of our nation's valuable natural 
resources continues to be one of the Administration's highest 
prior i t i e s . I appreciate learning your views about the potential 
environraental irapacts of the proposed bombing range. I have 
taken the liberty of forwarding a copy of your letter to the 
Office of the Deputy Under Secretary of Defense for Environraental 
Security for review of the specific issues that you raise. I am 
sure that your concerns w i l l be given the appropriate 
consideration. 

Again, thank you for sharing your views with me. 

Sincej?^ly, 

Kathleen A. McĜ -nty O 
Director, White House Office on 
Environmental Policy 

KAM/avl 




