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'’ SUPPORT APPLEGATE/TRAFICANT EAST LIVERPOOL INCINERATOR AMENDMENT . =~
| oo 0. July 29,°1992° o

"De'a_.z_j- Rép.re'sent_at;ivg p = o

. if the _ﬂousé, -',__'"consi_dez_"a - the . raaﬁthorizatioh 'of the _’..Re'.'s.'durc'e.; .

',cOnservatiqn.and-Recovery'Act;(RCRAtlin the coming "weeks, the -

organizations listed below urge you to support an amendment to-be .-

' offered . by . Representatives Douglas Applegate (D-H) -and“?JamQS-~”7337 

* ‘Traficant ‘(D-OH). ®As you know, the RCRA bill (H.R: 3865) that was

- reported out' of the . Energy and Conmerce committee is completely .
UnaCGBPtableyngmbhqfthevbilllS-déficiehcies'is_its-failurentp-'

- address any hazardous waste  issues, " For over a decade, the..

residents - of Ohio, West virginia, and Pennsylvania'Ehavétabeent*.--f..

‘battling the proposal, constructlon, and possible operation of the
Waste Technologies Industries (WTI) hazardous waste incinerator .
 located on the Ohio River, 1,100 feet from an_elementarys9gh0pl in

'f..Ea;thiverpbbly Ohio;'vLast-week}an;EPA Envirenmantal Appealﬁbbdagd _  L}f 
acknowledged irregularities in the EPA’s pernitting process of this =~ . - -
" jncinerator but also cleared the way for a test burn of waste at .. .0

~ the facility as early as, this summer,

The Applegate/Traficant:amendment .would prohibit operation of the

- WTI-inCinerator,Until'a.study,by”the Genaral Aécbunting_off£¢e1Was'{;[’f _
completed. - With the poor history of conpliance at hazardous waste. - -

.'incinerators#and-outStanding*questions-reqarding%;hegpermittingﬁ'
-process at thée WII facility, this amendment is the least .Congress

-Shouldf;dog“forf'thiscrcdmmunity.?’e.we.“urge,"you";to.isupportﬂtthis;—fft:-

amendmént by allowing it to be in. order yhen'RCRA_isfmegdfté’the_fig_;f

floor and to vote for it at that time.

. There have ‘been .many environmental and legal questioﬁéfrgiséd.flf
, ?eqarding_this facility. _The:e'a:e'potantial_illegalitiés inveolved
~in’ the manner in which;the,permitsufor.this_facility:wereﬁdbtained,,f

1;There;are1also.qnestions-about;its siting; the facility is .on'a -
~'flood plain of the'Ohio-River, -over two aguifers which are sources.

‘of .water for millions of households, 1100 feet. from an elementary . - :

- school and . a ¢ollege, 300 feet from the nearest;hOme,Jin-;fvalleyf_
where air inversions (occurring two out. of every three days) and - .
‘valley stagnation can- trap toxic emissions. The stack . barely

.,,g;garsntheﬁrogftops3of'mgnyihqmés up-hill from the facility. .

While Ohio‘s Governor George Voinovich has propoged a moratorium on’
. new hazardous waste.incinerators-in the state, he has exempted the ' .
" East niverpdol*faﬂility{from.hiszpropqsaihw_Yet_the-covernor(siqwn:
'~ press.release protests the fact that ohio already has 20 percent.of

the nation’s. capacity for hazardous waste incineration -a@nd he does - o

" rnot wantimbre;butEbngtaﬁe_waste-bfought'in; WTI’s incinerator,

-.w;;hﬁphe~4a:gést-gapagxtyJinjthe world on the1P?rder“bffWe$tf157:w
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Virginia and Pennsylvania,owould attract nuge amounts of new waste._. ;'*

from other states..

jNumerous appeals and’ 1nvest1qations are currently 1n process.h:
- Yet, -the Envxronmental Protection Agency is allowing the facility -

to proceed.. This is ‘clearly & slap in the face of. the residents of
the Ohio, West Virqlnla, Pennsylvanla tri-State area and democracy-n“jwa-;

-]everywhere.ﬁ""

-..VThank you for your consideration of thls important amendment

_;slncerely, .;|{3 o
Phil Clapp/Ken Brown -f"."'"carl casebolt o
.. Clean: Water Action ;,_ja;uf.*_-National Council of Churches L
_f-Lisa CQllaton . "5 'Mft f'Rhcna KlBCh - | '
: Env1ronmenta1 Action S ‘Natural Resources Defense Councilf_
'.Nikkl Roy - '-f""' R Danxel Weiss :
Envzronmental Defenee Fund .'J;sierra Club
" Rick Hind .7.;f.j;:: ];-"."”lj' Carolyn Hartmann T L
'v;Greenpeace Lo A -U.S§. Publio Interest Research Group
. Marchant Wentworth -fi'c B Will Collette s ”t
Izaak Walton League of America :Western Orqanxzation of Resource

CQunc1le
-Ross Bluestein R - o
Natlonal Toxics Campaign'
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ENVIRONMENTALISTS, CHURCHES AND LABOR SUPPORT
THE METZENBAUM INCINERATOR AMENDMENT

May 19, 1992
Dear Senator,

The undersigned organizations support strict conditions on any
new hazardous waste incinerators and other hazardous waste
combustors. An amendment to be offered by Senator Metzenbauw this
week will not  allow the operation of the world’s largest proposed
hazardous waste incinerater in East Liverpool, Ohio until all State
and Federal administrative or court actions and appeals. have been
exhausted. This is an important first step in setting conditions
on hazardous waste incinerators.

We strongly urge you to. vote for the Metzenbaum amendment this
Wednesday, May 20 in the RCRA mark up. Even it this amendment is
included in S. 976, the bill would still have no mean1ngfu1 impact

on the rest of the nation’s solid waste problems.

Sincerely,.'

Phil Clapp
Clean Water Action

Rick Ramm
Communications Workers of
America, Local 4300

Lisa Collaton
Environmehtal'kction,

Karen Flor;n; ’
Environmental Defense Fund

Rick Hind
Greenpeace

Carl Casebolt
National CQuncil of Churches

Ross Bluestein
National Toxics Campaign

Linda Greer
Natural Resources Defense Fund

Ed Hopkins .
chio Citizen aAction .

David Gardiner
Sierra Club

Terri Swearingen
Tri-stata Envrionmental
Council

Carolyn Hartmann o
U.S. Public Interest
Research Group

Dave Kimmel o
United Auto Workers.
Local 1714

Lawrence R. Mallas
United Steelworkers oflAmerica
Local 1190
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THE. NEh ruRi\ umz-:s NATIONAL FRIDA) MA Y a 1992

By KE.!TH SCHNEmE,R ;
mmmmv«q Titoes
WASHINGTON May 6 — The Enw-.
. Tommetnal Pralecuon Agency admmed.
., - today that it violated the nation’s haz
-.ardous waste law when it issued un
’ operaunx permlt in 1983 for an.Oh
toxic waste incinerator owned by a
‘fimancier who has been an lmponam
. campai
. politi pames
" The admission. came. a; ‘8 pubnc
“hoaring by & House Judlclary subcom-
miltez examining the-agency’s role in

permitting a consortium of American if

\-and European investars to build the
incincrator, one of the nation's largest,
an a flood plains along the Ohio River in

" East Liverpool, 400 fee! from houses -

‘anfl 1,100 feet’ from an ‘elementary
sthool. -

The investor who staried the proj ect |

. 4 ¥950 was Jackson T. Stephens, chair-
man of Stephens .Inc., one of the na-
“tion’s largest mvestmem banking com-
ies, in Little ‘Rock, Ark. Mr. Ste.

: .' phens has been close 10 President Bush

influentin] in' the :campaigns of
: quv Bill Clinton of Arkansas.

-« No evidence was presented at to-
. :Ws hearing to suggest that Mr, Ste-’

‘phens had pressured the Govemmeni
B gram the permit. .
-- An lncnmple!e Permh :
MUnder questioning by . Represe.nta—

_contribator ‘1o both major 3

Bamey Frank, a’Massachusets. - il

- ‘Bemocrat who heads the House Judi-.

cury Subcommittee on Adrilnisttative
-Ew and Governmental Relations, two

ictals from the envirobmental agen- '

. ‘1'5 re l office in . o admit-
. the Governmi

emha

the Mwas incoraplete. -

. vidlated".
: me hazapdols. waste' law in:1983 by .
. lssulng the cperating . permit, -even’

A House Judtc:ary $ubcommmee yesterday heard
the Environmental Protec'.lon Agencv admit it had
_ acted xll‘egally in lssumg & pcrmxt for a waste

4

-were Hugh -Ka
. Tem channgc

Vzolated Hazardous Waste Law in Issumg Permzt-__:

o4 R. puThn

incinerato? in Ohxo Appéanng before . the: panel :

uitian, an: EP.A: engineer, and L
n, a.n environmental acdvm. '

—The officials said the omission was |

.nfinor and technical But eritics-at the

kearing day, including. resideiits of |-
Eeighbnnng esmmunities ~and. Hugh .

enameer for. the environ-
mmal ag who: heipéd. write the |
said the ment's eagerness |.

" @y grant the. permit. was evidence of

| cukiness between the asmmdgtge'

- Gaustrinl companies it negumu.

" dgnie of the owner of | “tand on which |

.incigeratér was 1o bé baik,. the:
- Celumbiana Cmmty Port Authonty in
. Dhm The 1976 Resource Conservation
. nnd ‘Recovery Acl, thee nation's hazard-

o rdous waste permits to include the
. fame of land owners 1o’ identify those
.- lable In case of an aéeident. -

- The two. E,P.A,.efficlals, \vmxam

.. §nd Gail Ginsburg, thé agency's re:
"~ pional counse! in Chicago, said that
- while the port aumnﬁlm ofticials had
- repratedly made clear that they did not

. emdy to avoid potenial liability, the
- etvironmenial agency this year wrote
‘. whe autherity’s name on the: permlt
. Egyway to fix the earher omission

= Ms. Ginshurg said the ‘permit. was

Lwas fhe:i

.j'and: decepn

mndified withut any reihlie. cnmment

-Re'g'-'l"J.Ialt'dr:s"'af'e 5':'- :
‘termed too- cozy
thh mdustry

m:her vmlannn o( me law o

Ms. Ginsburg. and Mr. Miuno said. the
violations of the hazardous waste law
were minor-“technical mistakes that

'would nat allectthe ¢afety of the incin-

eralor ¢r the Govelnment's abjlity to.
gversee its: ‘operation. The cfficials said

hey: had no Iivéntion -of asking: the

company to reapply for the peemit.
‘Mr.” Kaufman, an -engineer who

helped.to write the. hazardous ‘wasta’
faw, said the alteralion of the operating
| permit was a violation of the Resource

Conservation and’ Recavery: Act. He

calledfora specnal prosecumr to inves-
tigate
-Bant to be camed on the permit; appar-| *

rThis case is a symptom of a nation-

al problent that demonstrates that the:
"E.P.A. precges for n:gulatmg the wasie

dispgsal mduury s riddled with:deceit
‘ai best, and fraud: at
worst," Mr Kaufman said.’

* M Feink said bis oanel would Dur

tiun |cads 1o new ecological and pubdlic.
KK

sue’ the lnvesugauon “1( ldoks like

there was an undue eagermess to-issue
" this -permit." heé said, “At- the very-

least, what happened is offensive toour ]

concept of law. More than that, it raises
questions that have not been: answered
"Ihere and need to be.”

‘In 1884, 8ix months aher the env:run-'
mental -agency granted the construc-

‘| tion and operating permit.in East Liv-
erpool,. Ohio legislators - established

new rules that forbtd commercial haz-
ardous ‘waste installations es fioad |°
plains or-sa close to hames and schools.’

-There are 18 commercial hazardous
waste incinerators operating in- thé
Lnited States, and more than g dozen

_|others are planned or close to going

Into operation, agcording-to the envi-

ronmental agency. In. addition, mere,

than 100 smaller incinerators are Pri-
vately operated around the country by
chemical compames dnsposmx of their.
OWD wastes. .

“The Bush and Reagan Admlmslrn-.
tioris have backed inciperation as oné
of the favoredtechnologies for treating
taxic waste, calling it safer than dispos-
ing of such waste in the gxound But a
growing number of critics, including |
environmental scieniists, say incinera.

4

hcal!.h mreau includmg danserws by -
products’ emitted: intg the: dir ‘and tho. .
gands g‘f’ tc:fns of toxicash maltlmntasrt lt, :
' disposed of anyway tn special landfil}
“Mr. Stephens hes raised $100,000 fc,
the Clinton Presidential c-lmpalgn an

.| hds exiended $2 million incredit to t: * .

campalgn. through a barik pagtlyowne -
by his  family..-He algo mmrlbute_. .
$100,000 10 the Republican Party. an .
he and.hig wifé were hosts to an-Ina: -
gural party for President Bash'in'198° -
" Ip 1990 he sold hi$ interest in th
East Liverpoal incinerator, accordir-
W a spokesman. for his company i
Littie Rock.' The incinerater, whic
.could generaté ravenues of $50 millic -
10°$100 miilliori annually, is now: solel .
owned by Von Roll America; the Ame:-
| ican subsidiaty of Voh Roll AG., .
 Swiss engineering-company. The plar
18 nearly finished and will be ready U -
begin vperating this summer, said D:.
‘Blake Marshall. presidem of Von Ro -
ne: . . :
’ But the ptant g {uture is- il unce- .
téin, West ‘Virginid has filed 2 lawsu " -
against the Federal agency. the Stat
of Ohio and the plant's ‘Qwners, asser
‘ing that.the operating permit is illeg: -
‘and the‘incinerator o a potential threz
| Lo cirtzens in‘the Ohio, River Valiey, .
OTAL PAGE.@WS *x




