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SUPPORT APPLEGATE/TRAFICAKT EAST LIVERPOOL INCINERATOR AMENDMENT 

.• • July 29, 1992 • ; 

Dear Representative, 

I f the House considers the reauthorization of the Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) - in the coming weelts, tne 
organizations listed below urge you to support an amendment to oe 
offered by Representatives Douglas Applegate (D-JH) and James 
Traficant 'cb-bH) . AS you know, the RCRA b i l l fH.R, _3865) that_was 
reported out of the. Energy and Commerce Committee i s cpmpleteiy 
unacceptable. Among the billys deficiencies is i t s failure^to• 
address any hazardous waste issues. For over ^ 5 
residents; of Ohio, West Virginia, and Pennsylvania have_been 
battling th« proposal, construction, and possible operation of the 
waste Technologies industries (WTI) hazardous waste incinerator 
located on the Ohio River, l/lOp feet from an elementary school in 
East Liverpool, Ohio. Last week an EPA Environmental Appeal.s^board 
acknowledged irregularities in the EPA's permitting process of_ this 
incinerator but .also cleared the way for a test burn of waste, at 
the f a c i l i t y as early as this sumfner. 

The Applegate/Traficaht amendmeifit .would prohibit operation of the 
WTI incinerator until a study by the General Accounting Office was 
completed. ; With the poor history of compliance at hazardous; waste 
incinerators and outstanding questions regarding the, permitting 
process at the WTI faci l i t y , this amendment is the least Congress 
should do for this commuhity. we urg?s you to support this 
amendment by allowing, i t to. be in order when RCRA is moved tp the 
floor and to vote for i t at that time. 

There have been many environmental and legal questions raised 
regarding this f a c i l i t y . There are potential illegalities involved 
in the: manner in which the permits for this facility were obtained. 
There are also questions about i t s siting; the fac i l i t y is.on a 
flood plain of the Ohio River, over two aquifers which are. sources 
of water for millions of hbusehoads, 1100 feet from an elementary 
school and a cibllege, .300 feet from the nearest home, in a valley 
where air inversions (occurririg two out of every three days) and 
valley stagnation can trap tpxio emissions. The stack barely 
clears the rooftops of many homes u p h i l l from the facility. . 

While Ohio's Governor George Voinpvich haa proposed a moratariuro on 
new hazardous waste incinerators in the state, he has exempted the 
East liiverpool f a c i l i t y from his proposal;. Yet the Governor's own 
press; release protests the fact that Ohio already has 20 percent of 
the nation's qapacity for hazardous waste incineration and he does 
not Want more'out of s t ^ brought in. WTI's incinerator, 
with the largest capaiQity in the world on the border of West 
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Virginia and Pcnnsylvania,«wouId attract huge amounts of new.waste 
from othfer states.. 

Numerous appeals and investigations are currently in Proces_s. 
Zet, the Environmental Protection Agency is allowing the .facility 
to proceed. This i s clearly a slap in the face of the residents of 
the Ohio, West Virginia; Pennsylvania tri-State area and democracy 
everywhere; 

Thank you for your consideration of this important amendment. 

Sincerely, 

Phil Clapp^Ken Brown 
Clean Water Action 

Lisa Collaton. 
Environmental Action 

Nikki Roy • ' '. 
Environmental Defense Fund 

Rick Hind 
Greenpeace-

Carl Casebblt 

National Council of Churches 

Rhona Kisch 
Natural Resources Defeinse Council 
. Daniel Weiss 
Sierra qiub 
Carolyn Hartroann 

U.S. public Interest Research. Group 

Marehant Wentworth Will Collette ' 
Izaak Walton League of America; Western Organization of Resource 

Councils , 
• Ross • Blueatein 
National Toxics Campaign 
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ENVIRONMENTALISTS, CHURCHES AND LABOR SUPPORT 

THE METZENBAUM INCINERATOR AMENDMENT 

Dear Senator, 
Hay 19, 1992 

The undersigned organizations support strict conditions on any 
new hazardous waste incinerators and other hazardous waste 
combustors. An amendment to be offered by Senator Metzenbaum this 
week w i l l not allow the operation of the world's largest proposed 
hazardous waste incinerator in East Liverpool, Ohio until a l l State 
and Federal administrative or court actions and appeals have been 
exhausted. This i s an important f i r s t step in setting conditions 
on hazardous waste incinerators. 

We strongly urge you to vote for the Metzenbaum amendment this 
Wednesday, May 20 in the RCRA mark up. Even i f this amendment i s 
included in S. 976, the b i l l would s t i l l have no meaningful impact 
on the rest of the nation's solid waste problems. 

Sincerely, 

Phil clapp 
Clean Water Action 

Rick Ramm 
Communications Workers of 
America, Local 4300 

Lisa Collaton 
Environmehtal Action 

Karen Florini 
Environmental Defense Fund 

Rick Hind 
Greenpeace 

Carl Casebolt 
National Council of Churches 

Ross Bluesteih 
National Toxics Campaign 

Linda Greer 
Natural Resources Defense Fund 

Ed Hopkins 
Ohio citizen Action 

David Gardiner 
Sierra Club 

Terri Swearingen 
Tri-State Envrionmental 
Council 

Carolyn Hartmann 
U.S. Public Interest 
Research Group 

Dave Kinmel 
United Auto workers 
Local 1714 

Lawrence R. Mallas 
United Steelworkers of America 
Local 1190 
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2 Admit E.P,A. Violated Hazardous Waste Law in Issuing Permit 

By KEIW SCHNEIt>ER 

• *-̂ SH^NGtO •̂. May e - Tlie Envi-
roaiaetnal Proiecijoo Agency admiuec 
today ihai iv violaiec! tlw nation's liai-
a.rxtĉ S w8$t«l law. wli«h ir issued w i . 
operating permit in 19B3 for an Ohio 
tgxic. vir«5te incinerator owned ;by di'. 
Tinancisr who has l>een an Imponant 
campaign contributor TO toth in.ajor 
political parties. 

Tbe admission came; at -a public 
hi^ring by a House Judiciary subiom-. 
rnitte; eximining the .agency's role in 
perp-.itii.nj a consortium of American i 

^'iTii eurapcan investors to build the 
- ttcincrator, on« of the nation's tarBest,- • 

OA a flood plain abmg the Ohio River in 
Eaisi Liverpool, 400 teel from hmises 
'an? l.lbO feet from an eleineniary 
fichoal. 

The investor who started the project 
in B80 was Jackson T. Stephens, chair­
man ot Stephens lite.,-one of the na-

' tion's largest investmehi banlclhg com. 
lies, in Little Rock, Arli. Mr. Ste> 

pnehs has been close to President Bush 
influentiai in the campaigns of -

avy. Bill Clinton of Arkansas.. 
..'. No evidence vres present^.at to­
day's hearing to suĝ iest that Mr. Ste­
phens had. pressured the Government 

' t(>:graDt the pemut . 
••'- ^•-•' •' AnlACf^inirieteFennlt. 

Under questioning by. Representa-
Oi^ Barney Fraidt, a Massachusetts 
democrat who heads the House Judi-
eury Subcommittee on Admlntsirative 

and GovemnieBtal Relations, two 
oulctals from the enviroiunental ae«n-
<Sf s r^Eioniil office in .Oucago adihlt-' 
led tb^ the Covermnerii had violated 

hazardous, waste ta«r in 1989 by 
Issuing lhe opertuing pennli, ' even 

, fffnef* the permitihcbmi^ete. •• 
—The ofCciais said the.oittission. was 
aSnor and teefanieaL Biit critics at the 
Itearlng ujday, including resideiiu of 
ffciEhhorihg cMunimities «nd Hugh 

man, an engineer for the environ-
- a&mal ageiic7 who helped wirite the 

said the Goverriinient's. eagerness 
grant the permit was evidence of 

c«iciness betweei) the agen^ and the 
uttustrial companies it regulate. 
*<iinitted fron the permit was the 
tonie of the owner bf .the land tm wtiKh 
me .inciaeratbr was I6.be bailt, the 
whimbiana County Piort Authbriiy in 
PJib. The 197$ Resource Coiiservation 

' n d Recovery Act. th« natioh'hazard-
: n>s waste. law, expressly directs all 
Stzardous waste permits to include thc 
pame of laiMt owners to identify those 
liable in case of an accidenL 
,-lTbe two E.P:A. officials^ William 
.Munb, an associate diyisioh director, 

Gail Ginsburg, the as^cy's 
gidiial counsel in Chicago, said that 
»)}tlle the port authority's ofneialis had. 
repeatedly made dear mat they did not 
S^V to be named dn tlie permit; appar-
eaily to avoid potential liability^ the 
eftvironmental i^tiicy this year wrote 

'.(tie authority's name oin the permit 
m«cway lo fix the earlier omission, 
~ Ms. Ginsburg said: tlie'perrnil. was 

Jondifif^ wiihniit artv fUiMir (nrn'mont 

A House Judiciary iubcemmittee yesterday heard 
The Environmental Protecuon Agency admit it had 
acted UTegally in issuing a perntt for a waste 

incinerator in Ohio., Appearing before *e paiiel 
were Hugh Kaufnian, ati: E.P;A- engineitr,. and 
Terri Svirearingcri. art en%4roiiniiental .activist.. 

Regulators are 
termed too eozy 
with industry. : 

sue the- investigation. "It. looks like 
there was an undue eagerness to issue 
this permit." he said, "At the very, 
least, what happened is offensive'to our 
concept of Uw. More than that. U raises 
questions that have not been answered 
here and nfeed to be,". 

In I&S4; Six months after the environ-' 
mental agency granted the construe' 
lion and operating permit , in East Liv-
erpoof. Ohio legislators established 
;new rules thai forbid commercial haz> 
ardous watte. irnilftl>*T'"T W flood 
pUins or so close to homes and schools. 

. fhcre are 18 commercial hazardous 
waste incinvrators operating In inc 
L'tiitcd States, and more than a dozen 
others are planned or close to, going 
into operation, according to the env 1-
ronmeiital agencv. In addition, more. 
(han 100 smaller'incinerators are pn-
vately operated around the countr>- by 
chemical companies dispdsinji of their 
ovm wastes. 
,; The Bush and Reagan AdmihistrB-
tioris have backed Indheratton as one 

andflser violation of, the :law.' 
Ms! Giasburg aihd Mn Muno said the 

Violatibnis of the liazardeui! waste law 
were minor "technical mistakes" that 
would not atlect the'&afeiy 6f the incin­
erator or'the Gbve^meni's ability to 
Oversee its operation! The bfticiais said; 
lhey had ho mteiitioD ct asking: the" 
company to reapply fbr the permit. . 
. Mr. Kaiifmaii, an engineer who 
helped, to write the hazardous, waite 
law,,e«id the aUeraiioti of the Operating 
permit was a violation of the Rescurce 
.Conservation and Recovery Aijt He 
called (or a.siiecial prosecuior to >nve.<i-
tijaie. 

"this case is a symptom of a lution-
ai problem that deniaistrates that, the of the favored technologies for treating. 
E.P.A. jjrtisss for regulating the waste 
disposal 'indiisiry, is riddled with-deceit 
and' decepti;7.'at best, and fraud at 
worst," Mr Kaufiiian said.' 
• Mr Rr-ir.k uirt'hik IMtiel would our-

isxic wasi'̂ . calling it safer than dispos' 
in^ of such waste in the ground. 8ut a 
growing number of critics, including 
env ironmental scieniisis, say incinera-
-liun leads 10 new ecblogical and public 

health threats, including dahgetpus b\ 
prodiititB emtnied Into thê  air and tho;' 
saiids of tons of toxic ash that itiust t , 
disposed of anyway m special landfill. 

Mr: Stebhens has raised $100,000 f t . 
the Clinton' Presidential darhpaiffn ar> 
has extended $2 million in credit to th 
cafflp^lgnthrbugh a b ^ partly .owne 
by his family. ' He alfO cdntrtbiite. 
Sl40:000 to the Repubiicdn Party ah 
he ahd.hljs wife -were hosts to an Ina> 
gural party for President Bijsh in 198f 
- li> ISM he sold his interest In th 
East Liverpool incinerator,'accordir 
to a spokesman for his company 
•ijiile Rock. The incinerator,, w'hic 
could generate revenues of 950 milUc 
to SI00 Rflllioh annually, is now sole: 
owned by Von noU America, the Ame-
ican. subsidiary of Voti Roll A.G.. . 
Swiss eflgineerihs company.The plar 
is nearly finished and will be ready t 
begin Operating; this summer, said D.. 
Blake Marshall, president of Vpn Re . 

But.the plant's future is still unce-
tiin. West Virginia has filed a lawsu • 
against the. Federal agency, the Si«i 
of Ohio aiid the plant's owners,'aSSer 
'injg that tlie operating permit is illeg; 
and iheincinerator is a potential threes 
le Ciitzem in the Ohio lliwaey,aU^,.: 
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