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ENVIRONOMICS 

February 12,1993 

Kathryn Troll 
9226 Long Run Dr. 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(907) 789-5117 
(907) 789-5118 fax 

Kathleen McGinty 
White House Office of Environmental Policy 
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Ms. McGinty; 

Weaving together economic and environmental benefits, was a successful strategy in getting 
Congress to address the poor forest management practices occuring within the Tongass National 
Forest, America's largest rainforest. While Congress got the message, the Forest Service 
leadership remains tuned into timber quotas. This is disconcerning for many reasons. But on a 
broad policy level, it is particularly disconcerning for a major resource agency to be stuck in the 
quota mentality of the old school of forestry. As you know, times are changing. The challenge of 
the 21 St Century will be to meld environmental and economic concerns together in such a way that 
we use appropriate market place economics to solve environmental dilemnas and we concurrently 
recognize the long term economic benefits of environmental alternatives. I call this approach 
seeking the "environomic" solution. Is not this approach part of the mission of the new Office of 
Environmental Policy? If so 1 would like to meet with you to discuss specific examples where this 
approach has worked, such as Tongass Timber Reform Act, and where it coud be further applied 
to effect 'in the field' reform of forest practices. 

1 know that I could be of service to you as you chart a course of policy direction and action for the 
Office of Environmental Policy. The last four years i have been in a leadership position for 
Alaska's seafood industry; an industry that provides 33,000 year round jobs and is totally 
dependent on clean water and healthy coastal habitats. Particularly in Alaska, the seafood industry 
exemplifies an industry striving for that environomic balance. 1 also have a Masters in Natural 
Resource Management from Yale School of Forestry and Environmental Studies. I seek no job; 
no special interest favor; I seek only a motivated listener in the right place. 

I will be coming to Washington D. C. Feb. 21 - Feb. 26 to participate in a National Fisheries 
Policy Conference. If possible I would like an apix)intment with you any time this week. I know 
this is a busy time for you; but it is the only time I will be in the area this year. Should you have a 
few minutes in your schedule, please contact Deming Cowles, my Washington D.C. laison, at 
(202) 333-1617. Should you desire more information about the National Fisheries Policy 
Conference, Deming Cowles is also the contact person. His fax number is (202) 342-5703. 

As you know, it is time to promote the linkage, not the polarization, of the economy and the 
environment. To this end I have a drafted a short paper which I enclose for you. 

Sincerely yours. 

Kathryn A. Troll 



TIME FOR THE CLINTON ADMINISTRATION 
TO CAST AN "ENVIRONOMIC" VISION 

n making the transition from campaigning to governing the new administration has many 
themes to deliver on. Generally, Clinton did not have a problem with the "vision thing" during 
the campaign. Consequently, many themes of 'change' are now being considered for major policy 
iniatives. But there is one important vision that is just now beginning to emerge and that is how 
to meld his economic recovery plans with greater environmental protections. Where is the 
unified vision of Clinton's number one priority and Gore's passionate concern for protecting the 
environment? After all, we all want to leave the next generation with prospects for a job and a 
healthy environment for raising a family. 

The challenge of the 21st Century will be to meld environmental and economic concerns together 
in such a way that we use market place economic to solve environmental dilemnas and we 
concurrently recognize the long term economic benefits of environmental alternatives I call 
this approach seeking the "environomic" solution. If we re-evaluate resource development 
issues with an "environomic" vision, America could make major progress on both the economic 
and environmental agendas of the new administration. 

Use of natural resources has always been the true economy of our richly endowed nation Not 
only IS wise, balanced use the core of creating a sustainable economy, but "coporate 
environmentalism" is proving to be good business. "Throughout America, in businesses as 
diverse as industrial equipment manufacturing, power generation, professional services even 
restaurants and dry cleaning, management is learning that it can reap major financial benefits 
by going beyond compliance with environmental regulations to take strong initiatives in 
pollution and waste prevention, conservation of energy and resource and environmental 
protection." ("The Profit In Preserving Amercia". Forbes, Nov. 11, 1991) Many companies 
nave realized that coporate environmentalism is more than good public relations. Rather than 
add greater costs at the end of the line, corporations are now realizing that weaving 
environmental considerations into their decison-making processes at the start of all marketing 
finance, production, distribution and strategic planning puts them money ahead. Conveniently ' 
It puts the environement ahead too. 

While this environomic intergration is occurhng in some segments of corporate America there 
still IS an overwhelming need for Presidential leadership to stem the forces of polarity 
Particularly in the West, there are major grassroots movements and special interest groups set 
on dnving a wedge between environmental and economic concems. These movements are 
propelled by divisive issues like the Northern spotted owl. On this issue. President Clinton has 
called for a "forest summit" at which timber interests, loggers and environmentalists could 
hammer out a compromise. (Wall Street Journal , Nov. 6, 1992) But the President must do 
more than call for a summit, he must articulate a clear national "environomic" vision or such 
summits will be dealt the same fate as other previously attempted summits. . . lead only to 
further polarization. 

As more and more "spotted owl" issues surface, a major debate is unfolding in America It is the 
debate about our future. Are we trying to save Nature from people or for people? Can we afford 
to save Nature for Nature? Such fundamental questions must be answered by a national 
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environomic vision that recognizes the ever increasing interdependicies of Man and Nature. 
Our economic engine is fueled by the multiplicity of natural resources whose renewability and 
replenishment is now contigent on the actions of man. The progress of Western civilization has 
now made Nature beholding to Man. And Man has always been and will continue to be beholding to 
Nature. The cycle has come full circle and we are in the middle of it; not on one side or the 
other. 

The days of chosing between the environment and economy are gone; we no longer have that 
luxury. But you would never know it by the popular rhetoric of special interest groups. Here 
is a sample of the polarity: 

[INSERT QUOTES FROM RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT CONFERENCE -
WISE USE MOVEMENT AND PEOPLE FOR THE WEST] 

Amidst all this negativity there are opportunties of hope that suggest that these forces of 
polarity can be oS/ercome. A September 22, 1992 poll for TIME/CNN showed that more people 
believe that environmental regulation will strengthen the economy in the long run rather than 
weaken the economy. Dennis Hayes, a major national environmental leader who helped 
organized the first Earth Day, contends that that the environmental movement has been 
enormously successful in saying 'no', and now it is time to find ways of saying 'yes'. ("Daddy 
Greenbucks" Seattle Weekly Jan. 20, 1993) On the other side, Michael S. Porter of the Harvard 
Business School reveals that compliance with envrionmental regulations seems to imrprove a 
company's strength against forerign rivals. ("The Profit In Preserving Amercia", Forbes. Nov. 
11,1991) 

It is time to promote the linkage, not the polarization of the economy versus the environment. 
Let's look a little deeper into the resource issues and appeal to the majority, who want to keep 
their job and raise a family in a clean and healthy environment. I appeal to your common sense, 
to start changing the national view of our remaining natural resources from a battleground for 
major, environmental/development issues to a breaking ground for "environomic" balanced 
solutions. 
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