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White House Office on

TO: Ranj Bhatia .yg M

FROM: Deeohn Fe
Environmep

‘é-ce ?roject “J

DATE: September 28, 1993

RE: Pregsidential Meeting on Environmental Justice

I have been asked to contact you regarding the invitation 1ist for the
upcoming Presidential meeting on environmental justice. Ms. connie
Tucker, of the Southern Organizing Committee (80C), requests a
substitution on the 1list. Instead of Ms. Mildred McClain, S$oc
substitutes Ms. Joan Robinnette from Concerned Citizens Against Toxic
Waste in Dayhoit, KY. This substitution guarantees that the numbers
will remain the same.
"(—’g;s any progress been made on scheduling a datse for the mesting? Whe#
last we talked, you mentioned that Ms. Kathy Zoi, OEP Chief of Staff,
would join us during our next planning session. However, we have not
yet been contacted regarding rescheduling that call. Please give me a
call if there is an update on the meeting, grassroots travel
.arrangements or progress with the draft Executive Order.

I recognize (and empathize) that you are solo on this project with the
departure of Vate and Pam, Nevertheless, due to the length of time
that has slapsed since we initiated the planning process, I remain
concerned about when/if this meeting will ultimately occur. Any
information that you can share in this regard is welcomed.

cc: Pat Bryant
Richard Moore
Tom Goldtooth
Larry Wallace
Connie Tucker



Schedule Proposal

Date 8/24/93

ACCEPT

REGRET PENDING

TO:

FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND:

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION:

Marcia L. Hale
Assistant to the President and Director
of Scheduling and Advance

Katie McGinty
Deputy Assistant to the President
Director, Office on Environmental Policy

That the President meet with leaders of
the environmental justice and civil
rights communities to discuss
environmental hazards in minority
communities.

The meeting will be an opportunity for
the President to show his support for
efforts to end the disproportionate
impact of environmental hazards on
minority and low income communities.
The meeting will allow the leaders to
share their experiences and ideas with
the President.

This meeting is part of an overall
strategy on environmental justice which
includes a signing of an executive
order. The presidential meeting/signing
will happen immediately after a day long
meeting between Cabinet heads and agency
staff and environmental justice leaders
on specific ways federal agencies can
make environmental protection more fair.
It will be necessary to hold the
presidential meeting in the late
afternoon - after the agency meetings -
or the following morning. We will wait
to schedule the agencies until we hear
about the Presidential meeting.

Environmental justice was one of the
issues highlighted in the President’s
Earth Day address. The Vice President
also has a history of involvement, as he
sponsored legislation in the Senate to
address this issue and has met with
members of the community, including Dr.
Ben Chavis of the NAACP.



DATE AND TIME:

DURATION:

LOCATION:

PARTICIPANTS:

OUTLINE OF EVENTS:

REMARKS REQUIRED:

MEDIA COVERAGE:

FIRST LADY’S ATTENDANCE:

Preferably late Sept; late afternoon or
morning.

2 hours total. A 1 1/2 hour discussion
with the community leaders and a 1/2
hour participation in an executive order
signing ceremony in the Rose Garden.

A WH or OEOB meeting room

Vice-President Gore, Katie McGinty, EPA
Administrator Browner, tentatively 20 or
so community leaders, including Ben
Chavis of the NAACP.

0 Community leaders share background on
problem.

o Discussions of community
redevelopment, job retraining, and
pollution prevention. POTUS and VPOTUS
listen and participate in informal
discussion.

o POTUS/VPOTUS wind up meeting with
summary of what Administration will be
doing on issue, including pitch for
executive order.

0 Meeting ends; group moves to Rose
Garden for executive order signing.

o POTUS makes brief remarks and signs.
0 VPOTUS takes questions if necessary.

No formal remarks. Background briefing
materials will be prepared by OEP.

Possibly pool spray, but closed meeting.
Signing ceremony would be open press.

No

VICE PRESIDENT’S ATTENDANCE: Yes

SECOND LADY’S ATTENDANCE: No

RECOMMENDED BY:

CONTACT:

Katie McGinty. Mack McLarty has also
agreed with the idea of a meeting.

Cathy Zoi x 6224



NOTE:

I have attached a letter that was sent
out last week declining such a meeting.
I would like to let the environmental
justice community know that we are still
interested as soon as possible, even if
a date is not set. It would also be
helpful, because the attendees are
generally from low-income communities
around the country, if we could know a
fairly precise time and date at least
two weeks prior to the meeting, so they
can make plans to attend.
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SENT BY:

9- 8-93 + 5:39PM

EPA DEPUTY ADMIN-

INVITEES

ENVIRONMENTAL EQUITY LEADERS MEETING

November 30, 1992

Rebecca Adamson, President

First Nations Development Institute
69 Kelley Road

Falmouth, VA 22405

Tel. (703) 371-5615

Fax. (703) 371-3505

Dana Alston

Senior Program Officer

The Panos Institute

1717 Massachusetts Ave.,, NW
Suite 301

Washington, DC 20036

Tel. (202) 483-0044

Fax. (202) 483-3059

Carl Anthony

Executive Director
Earth Island Institute
300 Broadway, Suite 28
San Francisco, CA 94133
Tel. (415) 788-3666

Leimomi Apoliona-Brown

National Cominittee for Radiation Victims
905 Malcom Dr.

Silver Spring, MD 20901

Tel. (301) 445-7278

Russel Barsh

U.N. Expert on Indigenous People’s Rights
General Agent for the Four Directions Council
828 Elmwood Ave,

Buffalo, NY 14222

Tel./Fax. (716) 884-1944

CEQ:# 2/ 6



SENT BY: 9- 8-92 ¢ 5:39PM ¢ EPA DEPUTY ADMiN- CEQ:% 3/ 6

Pat Bryant

Executive Director

Gulf Coast Tenants Organization
1866 North Gayoso Street

New Orleans, LA 70119

Tel. (504) 949-4919

Fax. (504) 949-0422

Bunyan Bryant

Professor

University of Michigan
School of Natural Resources
Ann Arbor, Ml 48109

Tel. (313) 769-4493

Fax, (313) 936-2195

Robert Bullard

Professor

University of California at Riverside
Department of Sociology

Riverside, CA 92521

Tel. (714) 787-3691

Fax. (714) 787-3330

Francis Calpotura, Director

Center for Third World Organizing
3861 Martin Luther King, Ir. Way
Oakland, CA 94609

Tel. (510) 654-9601

Benjamin Chavis

Executive Director

United Church of Christ Commission for Racial Justice
700 Prospect Avenue

Cleveland, OH 44115

Tel. (216) 736-2160

Fax. (217) 736-2171

Dionne Ferris, Program Director
Environmental Justice Alliance Project
Lawyers Committe for Civil Rights
1400 I St., NW; Suite 400
Washington, DC 20005

Tel. (202) 371-1212



SENT BY:

9- 8-03 ¢ 5:39PM EPA DEPLTY ADMIN-

Dionne Ferris, Program Director
Environmental Justice Alliance Project
Lawyers Committe for Civil Rights
1400 [ St., NW: Suite 400

Washington, DC 20005

Tel. (202) 371-1212

Michel Gelobter

Assistant Commissioner

New York City Department of Environmental Protection
59-17 Junction Blvd.

Elmhurst, NY 11373

Tel. (718) 595-4417

Fax. (718) 595-4347

David Hahn-Baker
President

Inside Out, Inc.

440 Lincoln Parkway
Buffalo, NY 14216

Tel. (716) 877-2004

D.C. Tel. (202) 797.5456
D.C. Fax. (202) 797-6646

Charles Lee

Director of Research

United Church of Christ Commission for Racial Justice
475 Riverside Dr., Suite 1948

New York, NY 10015

Tel. (212) 870-2077

Fax. 212-870-2162

Norris McDonald

President

Center for Environment, Commerce and Energy
733 6th Sireet, SE

Suite 1

Washington, DC 20003

Tel, (202) 543-3939

CEQ:# 4/ 6
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Phyllis Minn

First Nations Development Institute
69 Kelley Road

Falmouth, VA 22405

Tel. (703) 371-5615

Fax. (703) 371-3505

Pau! Mohai

Professor

University of Michigan
School of Natural Resources
Ann Arbor, MI 48109

Tel. (313) 763-4598

Fax. (313) 936-2195

Richard Moore

Co-Chair

Southwest Network for Environmental and Economic Justice
211 10th Street, SW

Alhuquerque, NM 87102

Tel, (505) 242-0416

Fax. (505) 247-9972

Luis Nunez

President

National Puerto Rican Coaliton
1700 K St., NW: Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20006

Tel. (202) 223-3915

Richard Regan

Center for Policy Altcrnatives

1875 Connecticut Ave., NW, Suite 710
Washington, DC 20009

Tel. (202) 387-6030

Fax. (202) 986-2539

Gail Small

Director

Native Action

Box 316

Lame Deer, MT 59043
Tel. (406) 477-6390
Fax, (406) 477-6421

CEQ:# 5/ 6
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Damu Smith

Toxics Campaign
Greenpeace, USA

1436 U St,, NW
Washington, DC 20009
Tel. (202) 462-1177
Fax, (202) 462-4507

Dean Toji

Labor/Community Strategy Center
14540 Haynes St., Suite 200

Van Nuys, CA 91411

Tel. (818) 781-4800

Baldemar Velasquez

President

Farm Labor Organizing Conunittee
507 South St, Clair Street

Toledo, OH 43602

Tel. (419) 243-3456

Fax. (419) 243-5655

Guy Williams

Environmental Defense Fund
1875 Connecticut Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20009
Tel. (202) 387-3500

Fax. (202) 234-6049

Terry R, Williams

Commuissioner

Northwest Indian Fisheries Committee
Tulalip Tribes

6700 Totem Beach Road

Marysville, WA 98270

Tel. (206) 653-0220

Beverly Wright

Visiting Professor
Xavier University

8131 Aberdeen Rd.
New Orleans, LA 70126
Tel. W: (504) 483-7340
Fax. (504) 949-7385
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Summit Invitees
Draft/Unofficial/Preliminary Listing
Tuesday August 10, 1993 7:28pm

Dana Alston
Carl Anthony
Leimomi Apoliona-Brown
Wendy Brown
Pat Bryant
Bunyan Bryant
Robert Bullard

\ Raul Cardenas

\ Benjamin Chavis
Deeohn Ferris
David Hahn-Baker
Tom Goldtooth
Charles Lee

Pamela Tau Lee
David Lujan
Norris McDonald
Vernice Miller®™
Richard Moore

Jose Morales
Mariella Puerto

Juan Rosario
Gail Small

N\ Damu Smith ©\ _

Connie Tucker
Baldemar Velasquez
Terry Williams

Sam Winder
Beverly Wright
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Public Welfare Foundatio

Urban Habitat Program

National Committee for Radiation Victims §
National Bar Association/Tulane Law Schoo
Gulf Coast Tenants Organization

University of Michigan

U. CA-Riverside

National Council of La Raza ¥§

NAACP

Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law
Inside Out/NWF

Indigenous Environmental Network A\ ,\“‘b
United Church of Christ Commission for Racial
Justice

U. CA-Berkeley MW

Tonantzin Land Institute g) L\ \"P
Center for Environment Commerce and Energy %
Natural Resources Defense Council

Southwest Network for Environmental and
Economic Justice ‘\\‘,‘9‘)
Toxic Avengers

Environmental Careers Organization Q

Puerto Rico Industrial Mission — Q.. &\ \'\"
Native Action x ¢ N W

Gﬁ:enpcacc

Southern Organization Committee & g% Y
Farm Labor Organizing Committee &1 "’t
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission
National Tribal Environmental Council
Xavier University

Asian Network
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LAWYERS' COMMITTEE
FOR CIVIL RIGHTS UNDER LAW

SUITE 400 « 1400 EYE STREET, NORTHWEST WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 « PHONE (202) 371-1212

CABLE ADDRESS: LAWCIV, WASHINGTON, D.C.
TELEX: 205662 SAP UR
FACSIMILE: (202) 842-3211 or (202) B42-0883

TO: Vate Powell
White House Office on Environmental Policy
FROM: Deeohn Ferris, Program Director
Environmental Justice Project
DATE: August 16, 1993
RE: Upcoming Presidential Environmental Justice Meeting

As we discussed via conference call with environmental justice
activists last Thursday, the following consists of a list of additional
invitees and topics for discussion at the upcoming Presidential
environmental justice neeting, The list of invitees reflects gender,
racial, regional and issue diversity, and includes activist youth,

L of i A

Scott Morrison, Indigenous Environmental Network SE Region m'ﬂd\"ﬂ
Beneshe Albert, Indigenous Environmental Youth Circle - ¢ w{,"
Neelak Butler, Indigenous Womens Network TN, e Voo

Jackie Warledo, Greenpeace Indian Toxics Campaign ¢

David Harrison, Alaskan Sovereignty Network wo X

Angela Brown, Leadership Initiative Pro ectr\,%‘{h‘

Lynn Battle, Total Awareness Group®, F <€

Ron Nixon, Citizens Local Environment Action Network M. %

Tierso Marino, Farmworkere Association of Central Florida L, €
Mildred McLain, Citizens for Environmental Justice 30F,$é

Rose augustine, Tusconians for a Clean Environment Fie, sw

Robin Cannon, Concerned Citizens of South Central La <~ B, F,5%
Carletta Tilousi, Havasupai Tribe, Supai, Arizona ~ —f L 45
Young Shin, Asian Immigrant Women Advocates g P 50 Pt
Border Representative ~- to be named ¢,\, !

Adjoua Alyetoro, National Conference of Black Lawyers
Dana Alston, Public Welfare Foundation

scussio i
General discussion areas and recommendations: Elimination of poisoning

of communities of color and low-income communities should be the
Ccentral focus of the meeting.

204g SFILLINRNOD (SHNITAMVY I IWNVvOE T T €686



Themes: Environmental issues cut across all federal, state and county
governmental agencies, Two overarching concerns are the racist
application of zoning laws and practices in this nation and building
Native American infrastructure to implement and enforce environmental
prograns.

Sub-issues:

cleanup of contaminated communities, including Superfund cleanups
economic development, jobs, job training and utilization of contractors
of color

enforcement (lack of federal enforcement, lower fines in under-
protected communities, widespread state noncompliance with enforcement
mandates)

ameliorating health impact and providing health care to affected
communities

worker protection, including farmworkers

federal funding for environmental education

government procurement, i.e., rele in purchasing non-harmful products

Recommendations:

= the President should endorse year-long process of state and federal
hearings

= the government should issue a report on the state of environmental
Jjustice in this nation at the end of the hearings process

- at end of yearlong process, the President should convene an
environmental justice Summit involving environmental justice
activists, federal and state agencies, including representatives
from the Cabinet and state and local governmental officials

We appreciate your assistance and look forward to our next conference
call on Wednesday, August 18 at 8 pm EDT. Please call if you have
questions.

4
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To Katie
From Pam

Well, I just found out our meeting with Aterno is moved up a day
so this is a pared down version of the issues we discussed
tonight that are outstanding.

Qutstanding issues with the E.O.:

- Who chairs the Task Force?
Arguments against:

* Justice leaders don’t necessarily want

* Agencies may see it as applying only to agencies with
an environmental mandate, when we want to affect all
agencies with an environmental impact.

* EPA is not subject to NEPA -- will agencies want an
agency to tell them what to do on this?

* Weird precedent. Since when does WH share co-
chairing?

Kathy’s args for:

* They have more staff; they have more expertise
* Tts a high priority to Browner (what isn’/t?)

- They want the E.O0. to reference all of the Civil Rights
Act. I am advised by Justice that it could mean litigation if we
expand beyond Title VI. For instance, we would extend this to
employment practices which I think is beyond what we are trying
to do here.

- I think I have addressed all their other concerns which were
mostly editing and fooling with words.

Issuance of the EO

—-— We need to discuss the "summit"™ as the forum for issuing the
ex. order. See the letter attached from Kathy that she enclosed
with EPA’s comments - she doesn’t want them at the same time. I
think if we phrase to the community leaders the idea of the
summit and signing as just a first step, we address her concerns
of minimizing the bigger agenda sought by the leaders. But we
need to discuss this with her tomorrow.

-— We need an outreach plan on the issuance. We should ask for
her help in identifying key grassroots leaders and seek advice on
how to handle the congressional end.

-— Will Browner be able to announce some administrative actions
on env. justice at the summit? I’ve discussed the idea with Kathy
but haven’t seen anything concrete yet.



Long Term Strateqgy

-- We need to discuss long term strategy. If we say at the
signing/summit that the nature of an ex. order limits what we can
do now, the next question will always be "Will the administration
seek legislation?".

I think we have to seek some sort of independent env.
justice legislation in the long run —-- and we should also be very
sure that there are discussions about environmental justice
whenever we reauthorize CWA, Superfund, and RCRA.

There are substantive problems with both env. justice bills
in Congress now. The question is whether we work with Baucus to
schedule a hearing and work out our problems with the
Baucus/Lewis bill, or if we introduce a separate administration
bill. I favor the former because it is quicker and makes Baucus
have a vested interest in moving the bill forward, whereas he
might feel like an administration bill is in competition with his
efforts.

I would be interested in Kathy’s views on the approach. I
could do a analysis of both bills in the Congress now so you can
see what the problems might be, but I think at this stage we
could just discuss strategy and tactics and not substantive
issues related to possible legislation. The summit will be good
for all of us in that it will highlight what else community
leaders are going to want after they know what’s in the Ex.
order. That can help kind our legislative efforts.
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TO: Katie
From: Pam

Catch up on environmental justice. Some unrelated thoughts:

1) Rob Fairwether called. EPA is asking for a FACA advisory
committee of citizens to advise it on env. justice policies.

This is an outgrowth of the Cabinet bill negotiations where EPA
committed to doing this. Fairwether is prepared to approve the
FACA but did want to sync it with our executive order. He raises
if it makes sense to have a FACA for EPA -- but not for the other

agencies -- who we say in our executive order should address env.
justice.
I think he is right -- for once -- in that it would be nice to

have all agencies responsive to a FACA and open up citizen
participation. But I have two concerns:

One, do we really want a federal-wide FACA on env. justice
reporting to us or the Task Force? The role of citizens might
just ante up the concerns you have about getting into another
WTI. Having the FACA report to EPA would insulate us from that.
Obviously, the recommendations of the FACA would be looked at
from our agency task force, but do we want a formal relationship?

Point two is that EPA would flip if we tried to appropriate their
FACA. They are already nuts about the Task Force.

(:f? suggestion is that we let the EPA FACA go forward and Browner
C

an announce its formation at the justice meeting.

2) We still need to think about EPA’s role in the Task Force. We
need to resolve this before you go off to Ecuador. I am
attaching the very last round of the Executive Order for you to
look at the Task Force section. It is up to you if you think it
would be appropriate to formalize EPA’s role. Options here:
Formalize EPA as co-chair.

Formalize EPA as Technical Subgroup chair

Formalize EPA, DOE and HUD as Communications subgroup.

Any others?

Let me know what you thinking is and I will hook you up with
Kathy Aterno so we can reach closure on this and get the Order to
OMB.

3) I have received a request from the Environmental Careers

Organization (ECO) -- the group that gave us Vate and with whom I
am working to secure funding for diverse interns of color in the
future -- which provides numerous opportunities through

internships, training, schooling, otherwise to get people of
color and others into environmental fields. 1It’s a big group
with several regional offices and contracts with most federal
agencies. Their annual conference for students, schools and
agencies is in October this year. They would like you to
keynote. In light of your speech on env. education in Ecuador



and our work on env. justice, I thought you might be interested.
Downside (or maybe upside) is that it is in Tampa. The
conference is on a Friday so you could do a long nice weekend. I
know you don’t committing that far in advance, but would you be
the slightest bit interested? ECO wants to just get a sense of
if there is a possibility before sending the official invitation.
I think highly of this group and know they are well organized. I
think it would be worth your time and certainly great for the
students involved.

4) I have attached a fax from Deeohn Ferris, with whom Vate and I
have been discussing the Presidential meeting. She has been
designated the lead on negotiating the meeting by the justice
community. You’ll see she highlights three points. One is the
list of invitees. Vate and I will continue to handle this.
Second is a list of topics the env.justice folks would like to
tell the POTUS in the meeting. I think several of the points are
ones that are "winners" in the sense that not only can the
President enthusiastically speak to them, but that we are or can
do something proactive in this area. Namely, economic
development, job training, worker protection, env. education and
procurement. We are trying to sway the tenor of the meeting away
from just NIMBY situations into a constructive policy dialogue
and we are having some success with the community on this.

The final point Deeohn makes is more troublesome. The
justice community is dead set on a ’‘summit’ -- if not this
meeting then later on. You can see the process they lay out in
which they want a series of local hearings culminating in another
Presidential meeting. I have tried to lower expectations, but I
wanted to get your sense if there would be any possibility in the
future about a local meeting/hearing(s) with agencies -- perhaps
coordinating by the new Task Force. The hearing(s) would not
focus on a NIMBY site but rather i.e. how to get people of color
communities involved in job retraining to clean up environmental
sites, or how to the new pesticide policy will affect
farmworkers, etc.

I think generally it would be a good idea to do some sort of
outside the Beltway type outreach, but wanted to know where you
think a process like this might go. Undoubtedly there are dangers
with it as well.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 10, 1993

MEMORANDUM FOR PAT BRYANT DEEOHN FERRIS

TOM GOLDTOOTH RICHARD MOORE
CONNIE TUCKER LARRY WALLACE
ind RANT THATIA
FROM: VATE POWELL/ PAM MCELWEE, OFFICE ON
ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE PRESIDENTIAL MEETING

This is to follow-up on our cgnference call and in preparation {g‘){# dﬁnext one. The
next call will be Thursday August éat 5:00 p.m. ES.T. We will ‘Qiscuss the agenda for the
Presidential Meeting and the list of invitees ¢a-eepy-of which-isattached)y- The agenda should
focus on broad policy-ceneeptsfissues thar the President should be made aware of. ~The
invitees should be as-balanced-aspossible, with the_exception-of-being-heavily-weighted-in
favor of community-people. W evedd oo ek Lt

d\r(L_U' Enetubve ordn -

We look forward to talking to you on Thursday, and continuing to work with you. If
you have any questions, we can be reached at (202) 456-6224. Thanks.

{10
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AGENDA

FEDERAL AGENCY ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE MEETING

o

o

JULY 14, 1993

Welcome/Introductions -

Tad McCall, Acting Deputy Director for Federal

Facilities Enforcement and
Ed Hanley, Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Administration and Resources Management

videotape - Bob Knox, Deputy Director, Office of
Environmental Equity

/
Message from the EPA Administrator - Kathy Aterno,-
Chief of Staff, EPA

Report on draft Environmental Justice Executive
Order - White House Staff

Federal agency reports on internal justice projects
- Agency Representatives

April 22 meeting follow-up - Sherry Milan/Bob Knox/
Agency Representatives

comments on draft federal agency principles
Comments on draft federal sector strategy outline
Update on Joint EPA/federal agency justice projects
Next Steps/Options

Closing



Schedule Proposal

Date 8/24/93

ACCEPT

REGRET PENDING

TO:

FROM:

REQUEST:

PURPOSE:

BACKGROUND :

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION:

Marcia L. Hale
Assistant to the President and Director
of Scheduling and Advance

Katie McGinty
Deputy Assistant to the President
Director, Office on Environmental Policy

That the President meet with leaders of
the environmental justice and civil
rights communities to discuss
environmental hazards in minority
communities.

The meeting will be an opportunity for
the President to show his support for
efforts to end the disproportionate
impact of environmental hazards on
minority and low income communities.
The meeting will allow the leaders to
share their experiences and ideas with
the President.

This meeting is part of an overall
strategy on environmental justice which
includes a signing of an executive
order. The presidential meeting/signing
will happen immediately after a day long
meeting between Cabinet heads and agency
staff and environmental justice leaders
on specific ways federal agencies can
make environmental protection more fair.
It will be necessary to hold the
presidential meeting in the late
afternoon - after the agency meetings -
or the following morning. We will wait
to schedule the agencies until we hear
about the Presidential meeting.

Environmental justice was one of the
issues highlighted in the President’s
Earth Day address. The Vice President
also has a history of involvement, as he
sponsored legislation in the Senate to
address this issue and has met with
members of the community, including Dr.
Ben Chavis of the NAACP.



DATE AND TIME:

DURATION:

LOCATION:

PARTICIPANTS:

OUTLINE OF EVENTS:

REMARKS REQUIRED:

MEDIA COVERAGE:

FIRST LADY’S ATTENDANCE:

Preferably late Sept; late afternoon or
morning.

2 hours total. A 1 1/2 hour discussion
with the community leaders and a 1/2
hour participation in an executive order
signing ceremony in the Rose Garden.

A WH or OEOB meeting room

Vice-President Gore, Katie McGinty, EPA
Administrator Browner, tentatively 20 or
so community leaders, including Ben
Chavis of the NAACP.

o Community leaders share background on
problem.

o Discussions of community
redevelopment, job retraining, and
pollution prevention. POTUS and VPOTUS
listen and participate in informal
discussion.

o POTUS/VPOTUS wind up meeting with
summary of what Administration will be
doing on issue, including pitch for
executive order.

o Meeting ends; group moves to Rose
Garden for executive order signing.

o POTUS makes brief remarks and signs.
o VPOTUS takes questions if necessary.

No formal remarks. Background briefing
materials will be prepared by OEP.

Possibly pool spray, but closed meeting.
Signing ceremony would be open press.

No

VICE PRESIDENT’S ATTENDANCE: Yes

SECOND LADY’S ATTENDANCE: No

RECOMMENDED BY:

CONTACT:

Katie McGinty. Mack McLarty has also
agreed with the idea of a meeting.

Cathy Zoi x 6224



NOTE:

I have attached a letter that was sent
out last week declining such a meeting.
I would like to let the environmental
justice community know that we are still
interested as soon as possible, even if
a date is not set. It would also be
helpful, because the attendees are
generally from low-income communities
around the country, if we could know a
fairly precise time and date at least
two weeks prior to the meeting, so they
can make plans to attend.



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 18, 1993

The Honorable Steven Schiff
1009 Longworth Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3103

Dear Representative Schiff:

Thank you for writing on behalf of the Southwest Network for
Environmental and Economic Justice. The President appreciates
your letter of support and is sorry that he will be unable to
meet with representatives of the Southwest Network.

Unfortunately, the tremendous demands on the President as he
works to move our country forward do not give him the opportunity
to speak with as many people as he would like.

On behalf of the President, thank you again for your
thoughtful letter. Please do not hesitate to contact my office
if we can provide any further assistance.

Sincerely,

Marcia L. Hale
Assistant to the President
Director of Scheduling and Advance

MLH/ing

cc: Ms. Katie McGinty
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The HonorabYe Wi am J. Clinton

‘

1600 Pennsylvania Avel NW

Wwashington, D.C. 20500 (V‘L

Dear Mr. Presidént:

It is my understanding that the Southwest Network for
Environmental and Economic Justice has requested to meet with
you in the near future. I am writing to support the Network’s
request. The Southwest Network is composed of over 70 multi-
racial, grassroots organizations and Native Nations.

It is increasingly well documented that communities of color
disproportionately bear the burden of waste dumps and
polluting industries. Federaly, state, and local agencies are
beginning to realize the seriousness of the environmental and
health impacts resulting from thls situation. U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency'Ndministrator Carole Browner,
for instance, recently declared. egnvironmental justice as one
of her agency'’'s top four priorities. The Southwest Network is
one of the organizations leading the fight for environmental

justice in communities in the.UvS.\and Mexico.

The proposed North American'Free' rade Agreement (NAFTA) may
have important implications @pon‘he%lth and environment issues
along the U.S. - New Mexico border. ' The Network encompassSes
all of the states which border Mexico and member organizations
within the Network are based in border communities in Mexico
and the U.S. The impacts of the NAFTA on communities of color
will be an important topic which the Network representatives
would like to discuss with you. -
%
R

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS



I strongly encourage you to meet with representatives of the
Southwest Network at the earliest possible date. Such a
meeting will offer important insights which I am sure will
help to guide policy decisions for your administration.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

SE— ~f¢4_;7

Steven Schiff

SS:kl

cc: Richard Moore, Southwest Network for
Environmental and Economic Justice
Jeanne Guauna, Southwest Organizing Project
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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 18, 1993

The Honorable Steven Schiff
1009 Longworth Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3103

Dear Representative Schiff:

Thank you for writing on behalf of the Southwest Network for
Environmental and Economic Justice. The President appreciates
your letter of support and is sorry that he will be unable to
meet with representatives of the Southwest Network.

Unfortunately, the tremendous demands on the President as he
works to move our country forward do not give him the opportunity
to speak with as many people as he would like.

On behalf of the President, thank you again for your
thoughtful letter. Please do not hesitate to contact my office
if we can provide any further assistance.

Sincerely,

Marcia L. Hale
Assistant to the President
Director of Scheduling and Advance

MLH/ing

cc: Ms. Katie McGinty
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The Honorable Wi am J( Clinton
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Dear Mr. Presidént:

It is my understanding that the Southwest Network for
Environmental and Economic Justice has requested to meet with
you in the near future. I am writing to support the Network'’s
request. The Southwest Network is composed of over 70 multi-
racial, grassroots organizations and Native Nations.

It is increasingly well documented that communities of color
disproportionately bear the burden of waste dumps and
polluting industries. Federaly, state, and local agencies are
beginning to realize the seriousness of the environmental and
health impacts resulting from thls situation. U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency'Npministrator Carole Browner,
for instance, recently declared. environmental justice as one
of her agency’s top four priorities. The southwest Network is
one of the organizations leading; the fight for environmental
justice in communities in the U.S. ,and Mexico.

\

have important implications ‘ypon he 1th and environment issues
along the U.S. - New Mexico borderx. \ The Network encompasses
all of the states which border Mexico and member organizations
within the Network are based in border communities in Mexico
and the U.S. The impacts of the NAFTA on communities of color
will be an important topic which the Network representatives
would like to discuss with you.

The proposed North AmericamfFféelgrade Agreement (NAFTA) may

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS



I strongly encourage you to meet with representatives of the
Southwest Network at the earliest possible date. Such a
meeting will offer important insights which I am sure will
help to guide policy decisions for your administration.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Jo— Sece,

Steven Schiff

SS:kl

cc: Richard Moore, Southwest Network for
Environmental and Economic Justice
Jeanne Guauna, Southwest Organizing Project



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

August 18, 1993

The Honorable Steven Schiff
1009 Longworth Building
Washington, D.C. 20515-3103

Dear Representative Schiff:

Thank you for writing on behalf of the Southwest Network for
Environmental and Economic Justice. The President appreciates
your letter of support and is sorry that he will be unable to
meet with representatives of the Southwest Network.

Unfortunately, the tremendous demands on the President as he
works to move our country forward do not give him the opportunity
to speak with as many people as he would like.

On behalf of the President, thank you again for your
thoughtful letter. Please do not hesitate to contact my office
if we can provide any further assistance.

Sincerely,

Marcia L. Hale
Assistant to the President
Director of Scheduling and Advance

MLH/ing

cc: Ms. Katie McGinty
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Dear Mr. Presidént:

It is my understanding that the Southwest Network for
Environmental and Economic Justice has requested to meet with
you in the near future. I am writing to support the Network’s
request. The Southwest Network is composed of over 70 multi-
racial, grassroots organizations and Native Nations.

It is increasingly well documented that communities of color
disproportionately bear the burden of waste dumps and
polluting industries. Federaly, state, and local agencies are
beginning to realize the seqiougness of the environmental and
health impacts resulting from thls situation. U.S.

Environmental Protection Agency Administrator Carole Browner,
for instance, recently declared. vironmental justice as one
of her agency'’s top four priorities. The Southwest Network is
one of the organizations leading the fight for environmental
justice in communities in the U.S.,and Mexico.
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The proposed North American Free [rade Agreement (NAFTA) may
have important implications ypon*heglth and environment issues
along the U.S. - New Mexico border. ' The Network encompassSes
all of the states which border Mexico and member organizations
within the Network are based in border communities in Mexico
and the U.S. The impacts of the NAFTA on communities of color
will be an important topic which the Network representatives
would like to discuss with you.
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I strongly encourage you to meet with representatives of the
Southwest Network at the earliest possible date. Such a
meeting will offer important insights which I am sure will
help to guide policy decisions for your administration.

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

JSa— \F¢4;$7

Steven Schiff

SS:kl

cc: Richard Moore, Southwest Network for
Environmental and Economic Justice
Jeanne Guauna, Southwest Organizing Project



We are continuing to work on the Executive Order. Some
important points to note:

. An Executive Order is not legislation, and is limited to
what the President can do without Congressional approval.
For instance, it cannot be used to appropriate funds, create
penalties and fines, modify statutory permitting standards
or prohibit private actions. Nor does it create a legal
cause of action.

o Due to its limitations, the executive order is only a first
step for the Administration’s environmental justice policy.

The executive order as printed in the Bureau of National
Affairs is a draft working document. We are now receiving
federal agency comments on it and have already strengthened it to
reflect agency priorities. Additionally, we understand the
concerns about public access, enforcement, and health monitoring
raised in the BNA article and have added provisions to address
these points. Your thoughts on directions and priorities of the
order would be welcomed at this point; we would like to avoid
written comments on certain words or styles at this stage because
the document is still very much a draft.

One final note - it is very unusual to share Executive
Orders before they are signed. While we would appreciate your
thoughts on the order, please keep this process strictly
confidential,



Summit Invitees
Draft
Friday July 9, 1993 4:22pm

Dana Alston
Carl Anthony

Leimomi Apoliona-Brown

Wendy Brown

Pat Bryant

Bunyan Bryant
Robert Bullard
Francis Calpotura
Raul Cardenas
Benjamin Chavis
Deehon Ferris

David Hahn-Baker
Tom Goldtooth
Charles Lee

Pamela Tau Lee
David Lujan
Norris McDonald

Vernice Miller
Richard Moore

Jose Morales
Mariella Puerto
Juan Rosario

Gail Small

Damu Smith

Connie Tucker
Baldemar Velasquez
Terry Williams

Sam Winder

Beverly Wright

Public Welfare Foundation

Urban Habitat Program

National Committee for Radiation
Victims

Tulane University

Gulf Coast Tenants Organization
University of Michigan

U. CA-Riverside

Center for Third World Organizing
National Council of La Raza

NAACP

Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights
Under Law

Inside Out/NWF

Red Band of Chippewa Indians
United Church of Christ Commission
for Racial Justice

U. CA-Berkeley

Tonantzin Land Institute

Center for Environment Commerce and
Energy

Natural Resources Defense Council
Southwest Network for Environmental
and Economic Justice

Toxic Avengers

Environmental Careers Organization
Puerto Rico Industrial Mission
Native Action

Greenpeace Toxics Campaign
Southern Organization Committee
Farm Labor Organizing Committee
Northwest Indian Fisheries
Commission

National Tribal Environmental
Council

Xavier University

Katie

Pam

Vate

Browner

Aterno

Env. Equity (2)
DOJ (2)



