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SUBJECT:  COMMISSION ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPHENT A7
- ECOSOC 1333 ORGANIZAT|oRAL HEETING
REF: USUN 674

1. SUMMARY. THE COMMISSION oN SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPHENT
WAS FORMALLY CREATED AT THE RECENT ECOSOC ORGANIZAT!ONAL
SESSION (26 JANUARY AND 2-12 FERRUARY), THE (S was
ELEGTED FOR A ONE YEAR MENBERSH:P.

END SUMMARY,

1. INSTITUTIONAL ARRANGEMENTS 10 FOLLOY UP THE UN

CONFERENGE ON ENV/RONMENT AND OEVELOPNENT, ReF A
DESCRIBES THE ESTABL{SHMENT OF THE COMMISSION ON
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT (D), INCLUDING SEPARATE
PROVISIONS FOR PROCEDURAL ARRANGEMENTS T0 SUPPLEMENT THE
STANDARD RULES OF PROCEDURE Fon FUNCTIONAL COMMISSiONS)
AND QESCRIPTION OF EFFORTS TO DEFINE THE STATUS oF
REGIONAL ECONOMIC 1NTEGRAT)ON ORGANIZATIONS"  (NAMELY

THE EEC) AT 3p. ’

3. CSO YILL HOLD AM ORGAN)ZING SESSION FEBRUARY 24-26,
ARD TS FIRST SUBSTANTIVE SESS|ON JUNE 14-28, BOTH iK
NEW YORK.

4. THE NEGOTIATIONS ON THE Ney €30 PROGRESSED o
RELATIVELY SMOOTHLY ON THE QUESTION OF THE ROLE OF NGos
IN THE NEW COMMISSION; A HIGH PRIORITY ITEM FOR ThE .
Us6. - : :

5. NOWEVER, THE NEGOTIAT|ONS TO DEFINE THE STATUS KD
ROLE OF REGIONAL ECONOMIC INTEGRAT|ON CRGANITATIONS RaX
INTO SERI0US TROUBLE AS MAJOR DIFFERENCES OF OPiNION
SURFACED, THE ISSUE WAS RAISED [N THE FIRST INSTANCE By
THE ATTEMPT OF THE EUROPEAN ECONON)C CONMISSION (EEC) TO
BUILD ON 1TS EXPERIENCE N UNCED TC CREATE A SIGKIFICANT
PRECEDENT FOR A CLEARLY BEF |NED SPECIAL AND PERMAKZNT
ROLE IN THE CSD. THE ysa, JAPANESE: CANADIAN
AUSTRALIAK: AND G-17 FOUGHT THE EZC AND ITS MEMBER
DELEGATONS T0 A STAMDSTIiL, OFFERING A STATUS BASED
SOLELY ON THE SECRETARY-GEWERAL'S REPORT: ANALOGOUS TO
THAT OF UN MEBER STATES NOT/NOT MENBERS OF THE GSD. (N
THE EVERT: THE £CC DELS HISTINED THEIR FiNAL

CAPITULATION SO THAT THE CoUNCH DECISION ON THE (SO aND
[TS RULES AND PROCEDURES wAS PASSED BY CONSENSUS ON THE
FINAL FRIDAY» FEBRUARY 17, 199

YITHOUT ARY REFERENCE To

A NEY STATUS FOR Tye CEC

6. THIS RESULT WAS PARTIALLY DUE TO THE AiTespy BY Tit
G-17 .70 CTAIK A SIHILAR STATUS: SOUCHED 1N FYPOTHET D4

OESENV
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TERMS: FOR OTHER REGIONAL ECONOMIC iNTEGRAT 1 ON
ORGANIZATIONS QREOS). THE G-77, ORIVEN &Y (TS AFRICAN
HEMBERS: TRIED TO PUSH THROUGH AN CPEN-ENDED COMNITMENT
FOR OTHER REDS, BUT WERE UMABLE 70 FIKND WORDING WHICH
WAS ACCEPTABLE TO BOTH THE US AND JAPAN AND THE
EURGPEAKS, THE G-77 CLAIMED THAT THE DEAL OFFERED To
THE EEC WOULD ONLY BE ACCEPTABLE AS PART OF 4 PACKAGE
CONTAINING THEIR REQUEST, THE NEGOTHATING SESSION BROKE
DOWK FREDAY EVENING, WITH THE G77 CXPRESSING A DES)RE
T0 HAVE THE MATTER TAKEN UP AT ECOSOG'S RESUMED SESSION
IN APRIL

SHB83IT

1. THE EURGPEANS APPEAR 70 HAVE IXED REACTION T0 THIS
DEVELOPMERT. THE EEC WISSION PEOPLE |n KY PRE SAYING
THAT BRUSSELS PREFERS TQ HOLD OUT FOR THEIR QRIGINAL
REQUEST RATHER THAN ACGEPT THE PREFERAED OFFER. AT THE
SAME TIME: LOCAL EC OELEGATIONS HavE BEEN TRYING To
ARRANGE FOR INFORMAL NEGOTIATIONS BETVEEK THE US AND
G-T 10 OBTAIN AN AGREEMET ON THE PACKAGE OF THE TO
NEW RULES SO THAT THEY COULD BE APPROVED I A BRIEF
RESUNED SESSION OF ECOSOC IN THE NEXT FEY pavs,
HOWEVER, . FEBRUARY 17 WE LEARNED THAT THE EUROPEANS ARE
CALLING OFF THIS EFFORT ON INSTRUCTIQNS FRON BRUSSELS

ACCORDING TO THE DAMISH MISSION (CURRENT £EC PRESIDENT)
A HIGR-LEVEL MEETING |N BRUSSELS DECIDED TO RENEV THE
ATTEMPT TO OBTAIN THEIR DESIRED SPECIAL ROLE IN THE CSD
8Y SENDING A QUITE HIGH-LEVEL UNQUOTE POLITICAL
OELEGATION TO HEY YORK AND WASHINGTON DURING THE COMING
WEEK: FEBRUMRY 22-25.

§. FINALLY: THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS To THE REW
COMMISSIOR PRODUCED SOME INTERESTING RESULTS. A
BRILLIAKT EFFORT BY THE CURRENT WEOG PRESIDENT (GREECE)
10 OBTAIN A MULT|-YEAR PROGRAK OF CNDORSED SLATES (WM ICH
AHONG OTHER BENEF|TS GUARANTEED PERHANENT SEATS FOR THE
USA; UK, AND FRANCE) WAS STVTTLZD AT THE LAST MOMENT BY
THE NETHERLANDS) WHICH REPORTEDLY 13 SEEKINC R PERMANENT
STATUS FOR ITSELFs AND THE FIRST YEAR'S GHAIRMANSHIP FOR
DUTCH DEVELOPHENT MINISTER PRONK. [N T4E VOTING: ThE
ANGLOPHONE EAST AFRICAN STATES ¥ERE CUT out OF ANY SEATS
BY THE FRANCOPHONE BROTHERS AND THE THREE ARAB COUNTRIES
RUNNING FOR SEATS 1N THZ REGIONAL GROUP (JORDAN) XUWAIT
AKD SAUDT ARABIA) WERE ALL IGNOMIMIQUSLY REFEATED

EGYPT IS THE SOLE MIDOLE EASTERN COUNTRY IN THE §SD:
HAVING BEEN ELECTED ON THE AFRICAN GROUP LIST,

HOWEVER, TURKEY, MOROCCO. AND TUNISIA WERE ALSo
ELECTED.)

. FINAL COMNENT: THE VAR'OUS MARTUVERS BRIEFLY
DESCRIBED ABOVE REMIND US. IF ANY SUCH REMINOER N
NEGESSARY. THAT THE NEW COMNISS|oN ON SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT WILL BE MUGH LIKE OTHER UN
INTER-GOVERNMENTAL BODIES. DESPITE THE IMPORTANCE OF |T$
MANDATE AND THE POLITICAL AND PUSLIC FROMINEKCE OF 1§

NOLLVAYISTHd
Ad0J0LOHd

BIRTH, THE VAR|OUS DELEGATIONS WiLL COME ¥ITH THEIR OWN
RCENDAS WHICH WILL INCLUDE POLITICAL 45 WEL| aS
ERVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS. THE OPERATING ENVIROHMENT OR
CULTURE OF THE UN WILL NOT/NOT 3E DISCARDED IN TRIS NEW
COMRISSION: “HICH: [N ANY CASE, WILL HAVE AUTHORITY To
RECOMNERD: NOT DECIDE. WHILE THE POTEWTal FOR THE CSO
IS CERTAINLY JMPRESSIVE: ACHIZVSHENT OF TH)s POTENTIAL
WILL BF THE RESULT OF A LOKG PROCESS oF
IKTER-COUERKNENTAL NEGOTIATION R2THER THAN BY RAPID
DECISION MAKING BY K SINGLE-MINOG 3cOY. FOR TH!S
REASON THE EXPANDED ROLE OF NGOS Wil 2 IPORTANT, AND
CAN ONTRIBUTE TO 4 MORE EXPED:TIGS PACCESS TALK 13
NORBAL FCR U INTES-GOUZRNMINTAL 60D)S, NEVIRTHELESS
(T WILL BE A PROCESS AND TAE US aXC oTdeR GOUZRAMENTS
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SHOULD B PREPARED FoR 4 LONG KAULS WHICH NILL HAVE 10

INCLUDE CONSIDERATION of OTHER ELEMENTS OF THE yw SYSTEM

AND MOST NOTABLY REFORM AND RESTRUCTURING OF THE

ECONONIC AND Social COUNCIL 1TSELF,

16. FOLLOWING ARE THE RESULTS OF THE CSD ELECT)ONS HELD
FEBRUARY 18.

VEOG: EASTERN EURGPE:

L AUSTRIA @ YR TERM) . RUSSIA (3 YR IEkm

3. BELGIUN @) 1 BELARLS 1)

3 CANRDA (1) 3. BULGARIA (1)

4, FRANCE ) §. POLAND (3

5. ITALY (1 5. CIECLH ()

B, TURKEY (3 6. KUNGARY () -
108 (1)

8. RUSTRALIA )

9. GERMANY 13)

18. NETHERLANDS 1)
L uk )

11 ICELANG (3
13. NoRway )

- RS A:

Lo INDEA 01 YR TeRm
1. SINGAPORE (1)

1. INDONESIA 13)

4 MALAYSHR
5.

6

1.

o

FRICA;
GYINER (1 ¥R Team
NIGERIA ()
MADAGASCAR (1) 5 JARAN 1))
BURKINA FASO (3 3. PAKISTAN ()
CABON (3) 18. CHIKA ()
MOROCCO (1) 1. REP. KOREA (3
BENIN 2

ALGERTA ()

TUNISIA @)

18, .EGYPT "

1L ANGOLA 1)

2 KRMIBIR @)

13.. MALAN] G PHOTOCOPY
I PRESERVATION

URUGUAY (1)
KEXICO (1)
VEREZUELA ()
BoLIvia @)

PRILIPPINES (2)
VARUATY 12)
SR LAKKA 1)

Laoa\lqrm-.-g.-n\)l—-b '

U om Ly e

£ CHILE )

1. COLOMBIA (1

8, ANTIGUA-BARBUDA (3)
3. BARBADLS (1)

18. cugs m
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