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lions which lead people, especially th 
young, to violence, they know that it i.^ 
the victory of grace over sin that lead: 
to peace and reconciliation. ( 
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Sporial 10 The New York T imts 

f^E: R.Aug. 14 —Follow ing IS an \ 
iexcejnjrom lhe prepared remarks by t 

Pope John Paul II at a prayer vigil -
here tonight. Some of the remarks • 
were delivered in French and Italian. 
The text and translations were pro­
vided by the Vatican. 

With the passing of time, the threats 
to life do not lessen. They grow enor­
mous. Not just threats f rom outside, 
f rom the forces of nature or f rom some 
Cain who murders Abel, but threats 
programmed in a scientific and sys­
tematic way. TTie 20th century has 
been a time of massive attacks against 
life, an unending series of wars and a 
continuing slaughter of innocent hu­
man beings. The false prophets and the 
false teachers have been verysuccess-
fuL 

CTkewise, false models~of~progresSN 
have led to endangering the earth's 
properecologicalbalance.Manmadein 
the image and likeness of the Creator 
was meant to be the good shepherd of 
the environment in which he exists and 
lives. This is an ancient task, which the 
human fami ly carried out with fair 
success down through history, until in 
recent times man himself has become 
the destroyer of his own natural envi­
ronment. In some places this has al-

Vready happened, or is_happening. 
But not only that, f h a t i s spreading 

loan anti-life mentality, an attitude of 
hostility to life in the womb and life in 
its last stages. Precisely when science 
and medicine are achieving a greater 
capacity to safeguard health and life, 
the threats against life are becoming 
more insidious. Abortion and euthana­
sia — the actual kil l ing of another 
human being — are hailed as rights 
and solutions to problems, an individ­
ual's problem or society's. 

The slaughter of the innocents is no 
less sinful and devastating simply be­
cause it is done in a legal and scientific 
way. In the modern motropolis, life — 
God's first gift , and the fundamental 
right of every individual, on which all 
other rights are ba.sed — is often treat­
ed as jusl one more commodity to be 
organized,com mercializedand manip­
ulated according to convenience. 

All this happens while Christ, the 
Good Shepherd, wants us to "have 
' ' fe ." Heseescverythingthat threatens 

e. He sees the wolf coning to ravage 

and scatter the sheep. He sees . 11 
who try to get in to f " '^ 
who are thieves and robbers. He sees 
so many young people throwing away 
ihcir lives in a flight into irresponsibU 

ity and falsehood. 
Drue and alcohol abuse, pornogra­

phy and sexual disorder, violence^ 
[̂ hese are grave social problems which 

call (or a serious response f rom tic 
W olcof society, within each C M 
and on the international level. Buui ey 

are also personal tragedies, and they 
need 0 be met with concrete inierper^ 
0 al acts of love and so.Udar.ty in a 

preat rebirth of the sense of personal 
fnswerab.iuy before God, before o j , ^ 

ers and before our own conscience. We 
are out brothers' keepers! 
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especially against the moral evil which 
flows f rom personal choices? Why do 
so many acquiesce in attitudes and 
behavior which offend human dignity 
and disfigure the image of God in us? 
The normal thing would be for con­
science to point out the oral danger to 
the individual and to humanity con­
tained in the. easy acceptance of evil 
and sin. And yet, it is not always so. Is it 
because conscience itself is losing the 
ability to distinguish good from evil? 

I In a technological culture in which 
; people are used lo dominating matter, 

discovering its laws and mechanisms 
' in order to t ransform it according to 
' their wishes, the danger arises of also 
• wanting to manipulate conscience and 

its demands. In a culture which holds 
that no universally valid truths are 
possible, nothing is absolute. There­
fore, in the end — they say — objective 
goodness and evil no longer really mat­
ter. Good comes to mean what is pleas­
ing or useful at a particular moment. 
Evil means what contradicts our sub­
jective wishes. Each person can build a 
private system of values. 

Young people, do not give in to this 
widespread false morality. Do not stifle 
your conscience. Conscience is the 
most secret core and sanctuary of a 
person, where we are alone with God. 
" I n the depths of his conscience man 
detects a law which he does not impose 
upon himself, but which holds him to 
obedience." 

That law is not an external human 
law, but the voice of God, calling us to 
free ourselves f rom the grip of evil 
desires and sin, and stimulating us to 
seek what is good and true. Only by 
listening to the voice of God in your 
most intimate being, and by acting in 
accordance with its directions, wil l you 
reach the freedom you yearn for. As 
Jesussaid.only the truth will make you 
free. And the t ruth is not the fruit of 
each individual's imagination. God 
gave you intelligence to know the truth, 
and your wi l l to achieve what is mor­
ally good. He has given you the light of 
conscience to guide your moral deci­
sions, to love good and a void evil. Moral 
truth is objective, and a properly 
formed conscience can perceive i i 

But if conscience itself has been cor­
rupted, how can it be restored'' If con­
science, which is light, no longer en­
lightens, how can wc overcome (he 
moraldarkness? Jesussays: "Thccye 
IS the body's lamp. If your eyes arc 
good, your body wil l befilled with light, 
if your eyes are bad, your body will be 
ill darkness. And if your light is dark­
ness, how deep wil l the darkness be! " 

Bui Jesus also says: " I am the light 
of the world. No follower of mine shall 
ever walk in darkness; no, he shall 
possess the light of l i f e ' ' 
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I Believe 

Moderately muck expression) 

Words and Music by 
ERVIN DRAKE, IRVIN GRAHAM 

JIMMY SHIRL and AL STILLMAN 

Piano 

Moderately (wii'z much expression) 
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I BE-LIEVEfor ev - ' r y drop of rain thai fa l l s ,_ 
I BE'LIEVE a - bove the storm tfie small - est pray'r 

T ^ ^ 

a flow - er 
will still be 

dark - est night, 
great some-•where 

a can - die glows, 
hears ev - 'ry word. . 
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I BE-UEVE for ev - 'ry - one who goes a - stray, 
Ev - "ry tiine I hear a new-born ba - by cry, _ 

some - one will 
or touch a 


