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Mcmo Shows 40 Participants Likely For Forest Conrerence
By SCOTT SOUNNER

Associated I'ress Writer

WASHINGTON (AP) - A list ot more than 400 possible candlhates to speak
at President Clinton's upcoming Nucrthwest forest conference 1$ being pared
down to just 40, a wmemo obtainced Wednesda) shows.

Katie McGinty, director ot the White House Office ot Environmental
Policy, said in the Marahk 11 memo that the tinal list should| be ready Dby
Friday. :

But Marla Romash, spokeswomdn for Vice President Al GoreL sald on
Wednesday that intormation was either wrong or ountdated. She! sald no
decisions sbout the number ol sSpedkers had been made.

Clinton announced last week that he, Vice President Al Gpre and tour
nembers ot his Cabinet would attend the conlerence April 2 fn Portland,
Jre. But the format and even the voniervuace building remaln mystery.

‘The goal i& to hear as many ditterent voices as posslb e, ' Romash
sa1d Wednesday in a Lelephune intetview.

"This 1s an opportunity for the president and vice presjdent and
Cabinet to leairn ficrst hand trom the people of the region, tp get a clear
01 ¢ hm O

f ;12 3.8pmpleted next week.

Jim Lyons, a former House Agriculture Committee statfer y¥ho Clinton
&S Tiominated for assislant agliculture secretary tor natural resources,
vas al Furest Yervice regional headqguarters in Portland on whdnesday to
liscuss the plans.

Lyons, who declined to return telephuie wessayes, has pPlayed a lead
cole in plowing the groundwock toi the conterence. He is part of an
*Xecutive committee overseelng Lhe meeling, the wemo showed.

Also serving on the executive committee, among others, afe McGinty,
ntericor Deparlment chiet of starr Tom Collier and ‘Thomas ‘Tuéhmann, an
‘nterior Department otficial who worked tormally as an envirgnmenual aide
.0 8en, Patrick Leahy, [D-Vt., on the Senate Agriculture Commjttea.

McGinty said in the memo cthat Tuchmaun compiled more thap 400 names ot
otentlial witnesses tor Lhe conlevrence while working tor the Clinton
ransition team in November and December .

The memo i1ndicates 1t wias Sent Lu 4all White House stafft as well as
\ppropriate oftficials at the Agriculture, Commerce, EducatioI. lntertor
nd Labor deparlmenLs as well as the Environmental Protectio? Agency.

It shows that three major commiltees Nave been named tu repare for
:he conterence. One 1s addressing communications, advance an$ logistics.

Anovtner is the " “Labor.,Commnnnily Developwent Commlttee, "' which is
‘esponsible for "“developing ecouemic cumponents of administtative
rrogram. "' It will oversee the " "Worker Dislocation Working roup, " tha
"Economic Diversitication Working Group ™ " and the "~ "InterimiRellef
lorking Group. "' '

The other major panel 1s the " “Furest Management Commlttée." which 1s
‘esponsible tor a '“coordinated foresl management pcoposal, ;ncluding

rimber allocation levels and the requlcements of regqulations and
itatutes. '’
(MORL)
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It will oversee the "~ "Forest Management Working Group, *
Science Working Group, '’ and the TTlLegal QuestionssLeglslat
Working Group. '
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