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March 8, 1993

Robert Landauer
Editorial Board Editor
The Oregonjan

1320 S.W. Broadway
Portland, OR 97201

To The Editor -~

I am writing in response to the article, "Loggers Told Gore Will Play Only Symbolic Role in
Summit” (1/1/93). :

Our union remains ready and willing to work with any and all members of the Clinton

administration, and all other seriously interested parties, to develop a balanced solution to the
federal forest management crisis. i

During his campaign, President Clinton promised to take a leading role at thef forest summit.
We anticipate the President will keep his promise. We also anticipate Vice President Gore
will play a key role at the summit. While many perceive Vice President Gor¢ as having
environmental sympathies, we believe this view does not paint a full picture. | As a member
of the U.S. House of Representatives and the U.S. Senate, Vice President Gdre was a strong
supporter of working men and women, receiving solid approval ratings from the AFL-CIO’s
Committee on Political Education. We welcome the Vice President’s participation at the

summit. We believe he will play a vital role and trust he will help lead us td a balanced
solution to this debate.

To reach this end, we have invited Vice President Gore to visit a timber community in the
Northwest and meet with forest products workers and their families. We beljeve this visit
will help the Vice President better understand the devastating effects the forest management
crisis has had on forest products workers, our families and communities. We also believe

this visit will provide essential insight for the Vice President to deal even-handedly with the
forest management issue. '

QOur message is clear: We enthusiastically support the administration’s effonfs to resolve this
critical issue fairly and quickly.

Michael Draper
Executive Secretary
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Vloggers told Gore will play i
only symbolic role in summit

EUGRNE — Orogon loggers have f
heen told that Vice President Aj
Gove, & man they considor to he an .
aliy of environmentalists, wti} play
only a symboli¢ roie as chalrman of
& Northwest “(!mber summit,”

“Gore won't matter much in
‘erms  of policy,” said Stewart
Hardy, netural resources director

for the U.S. Chamber of Commuerce
. In Washington, D.C.

SUIl. many of the loggers attend-
ing the $3rd Annnal Oregon Logging
Conference and Equipnent Show in
Eugene groaned when Hardy con.
firmed that Gore would lead the
summit.

The Northwest timber industry :
has counted on & summit to break :
the deadiock between loggers and
environmomalists resulting from
protection of the threatenod north. ,
ern spotted owl. President CHuton '
promised the summit last August
during his campaign,

Tho decision to make Gore chair-
inan drew strong opposition from o,
the Western Councti of Industrial .
Workers, the union that represonts
the bulk of Northwost timber work. .
ors, when it was first announced " |
Dec. 18. b

But Hardy told loggers that envi. 't :
ronmentalists deserved their roje in

the yummit, und Gore's presence § ‘

1

will “show the Clinton administra-

tion cares enough to send the vory '
best, a3 far as the environmental ¢
lobby 15 concerned.” :

Hardy told the loggers they muat ™
seek a compromise to heip avold X .
lawsuits Itke thoee resulting in court N
bans on logging federal land wltht)
spottod owl habitgt .




