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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

N

~,

July 21, 1993 \T\Q
MEMORANDUM FOR  KEN CONNOLLY ;\/{
FROM: VATE POWELL X
SUBJECT: NATION'S CHRISTMAS TREE

I spoke today with Paul Pincus who is the landscape architect at the Capitol about the
Nation's Christmas Tree. Several people have written to us complaining about the use of a
tree cut from a national forest for the "White House" Christmas celebration.

The tree that these people are actually talking about is the one at the Capitol. The..
White House Christmas tree is a live 32—foot tree. There are also’57 smaller trees (one for
each state, D.C. and the territories) used as part of the "Pageant of Peace” which are cut from
tree farms on reclaimed surface coal mines.

The Capitol tree is a much larger cut tree that comes form a national forest. The
Forest Service has donated the tree since about 1970. Each year, the tree comes from a
different national forest, usually one that is celebrating an anniversary or some other occasion.
This year's tree will come from the San Bernardino National Forest that is celebrating its
centennial. The tree, which was chosen in June, is a 125 year old, 75 foot White Fir.

Each year, an outside sponsor covers all costs for local publicity on the tree.
Transportation, either by truck or by rail, is also provided free of charge. Local areas are
very supportive of the program, as it helps their economies through tourism. The trees are
located in areas that are alrcady designated for use as pulp, and the removal of a large older
tree actually encourages growth of several smaller ones in the area.

The tree is lit the day before the White House tree, and comes down January first or
sccond. The branches and needles are all mulched and used on the grounds, and the trunk is
used for various things (e.g. parking lot bumpers).

The reason why a live tree is unfeasible is that the tree has to be so large in keeping
with the scale of the building. The tree has to be at least S5-60 feet tall or it would be
dwarfed by the Capitol. A live tree in the same locations would obstruct the view of the
building from the Mall. It would also prevent the Inauguration from taking place on the steps
of the Capitol, and there could be no more National Symphony concerts there either.

At the size necessary, transplanting is not an option. They did actually try a live trec
a few years ago, and brought one up from New Mexico. The tree fared very poorly, and was



ultimately moved to the arboretum where it will likely die. With the cost of replacing a live
tree every few years, having a cut tree is the lowest cost to the taxpayer.

Mr. Pincus said that we should forward any correspondence on the tree to him at:

Architect of the Capitol
Washington, DC 20505

and he will respond.
This should be the plan for future correspondence. I will write to the school group

and the gentleman in California directly from our office. I have attached a draft of each to
this memo.



THE WHITE H@USE

//“\N?As G S\ ///
Save The Trees Committeeg_ )
Birch Lake School )

1616 Birch LAke Ave.
White Bear Lake, MN 55110

Dear students:

Thank you for your letter. I was very impressed by the work
that you did in forming the Save the Trees Committee and
collecting over two hundred dollars in pennies. It is very
important that young people get active in environmental
protection at an early age.

The National Christmas Tree is actually at the Capitol
building where Congress meets, and not at the White House. The
White House already has a permanent live tree for its
celebrations.

L

~~ 1 spoke to the landscape architect at the Capitol, and he

© explained that the National Christmas treé has to be very large
~..# or it would look tiny next to the Capitol building. The tree has
< to be at least 55 or 60 feet tall..-If they put a live tree that
{f ' big in the spot, the millions off01tizens who visit Washington
;ﬂ' each year couldn't see the Capifol from the Mall (where the
/- < Washington Monument is). We also couldn't hold the inauguration
;_ﬁ‘>< or national symphony concerts at the Capitol anymore. They did
o try to plant a live tree’ & ‘few years ago, but it got sick and
L they had to move it. .~
2 The trees a;wa&s come from a different National Forest from

areas where they could have been cut for timber. Cutting down a

\ big old tree can actually help younger: trees to get sun and grow.

He also told me that-the Christmas tree is not just thrown
away. Thé needles and branches are turned into mulch and used on
the Capitol lawn. The trunk is cut up and used around the
Capitol as well. None of the tree is wasted.

Once again, thank you for your letter and congratulations on
/ doing such a good job raising money. I encourage you all to
: continue to work for a better environment.

Sincerely,

Albert Gore, Jr.



July 21, 1993

Mr. Robert W. Peck Y%\
1442 Irvine Boulevard @C«'
Suite 201 ’
Tustin, CA 92680

Dear Mr. Peck:

Thank you for your letter regarding the Nation's Christmas
Tree. The tree is in fact at the Capitol and not at the White
House. The White House already has a permanent live tree as the
focal point of its celebrations.

The Capitol tree comes from a different national forest each
year. The Forest Service likes to select a forest that is having
a special event, such as the centennial at San Bernardino, to
increase publicity around the forest and foster tourism and
recreational use of the forest. An outside sponsor covers all
costs for local publicity on the tree. Transportation, either by
truck or by rail, is also provided free of charge.

The tree is lit the day before the White House tree, and
comes down January first or second. The branches and needles are
all mulched and used on the grounds, and the trunk is used for
various things at the Capitol (e.g. parking lot bumpers).

The reason why a live tree is unfeasible is that the tree
has to be so large in keeping with the scale of the building.
The tree has to be at least 55-60 feet tall or it would be
dwarfed by the Capitol. A live tree in the same locations would
obstruct the view of the building from the Mall. It would also
prevent the Inauguration from taking place on the steps of the
Capitol, and there could be no more National Symphony concerts
there either.

Also, at the size necessary, transplanting is not an option.
They did actually try a live tree a few years ago, and brought
one up from New Mexico. The tree fared very poorly, and was
ultimately moved to the arboretum where it will likely die. With
the cost of replacing a live tree every few years, having a cut
tree is the lowest cost to the taxpayer.

I do not know what the reporter was referring to when she
said that sixty-three other trees were being cut down. There are
57 smaller trees (one for each state, D.C. and the territories)
used as part of the "Pageant of Peace" at the White House, but
they come from tree farms on reclaimed surface coal mines.

Again, thank you for your concern I hope this reply is
helpful.

Sincerely,

Kathleen McGinty
Director, Office on Environmental Policy
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- By TOM GORMAN

Chrlstmas Comés
to Blg Bear in June

m Ceremony: Expert selects a towcung, . _
125-year-old white fir to spend the yule season on
U.S. Capitol grounds as the ‘Nation’s Tree.’

TIMES STAFF WRITER

B IG BEAR—It's one of the great trials and anxieties of the
Christmas holiday season: the requisite trip Lo the treelotto’
select that perfect evergreen.

Not too short! Not too tall! This one's too sklnny' That one’s too
bushy! That's got a bad side! -
And so Paul Pincus came this week, to the mountains above San
Bernardino to plck the "Natlon s Tree” for holiday dlsplay oh the
west lawn of the nation's Capitol. L

- Talk about a milllon critics. Talk about pressure.

" The entire San Bernardino National Forest was his tree lot, and -
on Tuesday —after hours of driving around Big Bear looking at one’
tree after another and as forestry employees grew anxious—Pincus
got out of the car, circled a 125-year-old towering white fir and
proclaimed: = ¥ '. [ _ _

“Yes. Thisone.” - = ' '

There was no choir lo sing the pralses “0, Christmas Tree!” Just.

B )
TOMGORMAN / l.osAngclesTimes
Plense see TREE, A30  The tree selected for the Capitol.

oLt
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'_' goft rush of wind through the

rges:like ajthousand evergreen '
d chimes. \’ -

i Dne forestry official jotted in his
ebook -Another, who saw this
several weeks . earlier and pro-
ted it as her personal choice,

med. it e i

%k his annual’ exercise is almoet

'hum stuff to Pincus, who as the-

30 years. He has traveled much ,
lhe nation on his searches—-.
derlng, once in Ohio, if. that

i ‘t chance for'the four Jocal na. .
+; »tional forests— Angeles, Los Padres,
iC1¥eldnd and San Bernardino—ta"
'.,.'t.’f:de?tenmal anniversary of the San :
- tBefnardino Natlonal Forest, the

1 vee ch focused here.

SR n Bernardino National Forest .
; leals got word in January that -

“'eth years tree would come from . ]

their . land. InMarch, after the
= sn g melted,: forestry : officials .
1 rched the mountains and devel- .
P tope alistof trees. ! :
';Pincus arrived, Monday ‘and L
in two hours ‘of landing at '
n{bg -shrouded Ontario Airport he
being: escorted through- the -
8,000 feet,: Iniisearch of .a white
tHér local ' trees” for its: comcal
«shgpe and fullness.”.  * .\

He suggested 'to the local’ tree

perts that they were worrying
much ' "B 'the time lm

it

_ compeutlon into Tuesday

and supported with wires. "

Je frey . and .ponderosa pines at: B

through wlth it,” hesald, “you'll
‘never even recognize it. And every
year, people say, ‘That's the best»
“oneyell'” - ey
By day’s ‘end Monday he haq,
seen four trees. One was too short.
Another; asymmetrical.: The:next,
leaned a tad awkwardly, But'the.
. last -one was good, and ‘ed t\ {

On Tuesday he struck pay dlrt-a-‘v«

scape architect for the Capitol:, jthe tree that was the personal’
selected holiday trees for the, 'chojce of Forester : Merrl.:Carol"

Murray. A 75-footer,. with -that:
classical Christmas tree shape. No,
- holes. Good color. Dense ‘with foll-.-
‘age. And next to a servnce road so
the truck cangetin. = -
-] - can envision’ thls

Pincus

: said ‘on the Capitol gxounds " And

that was that.’ ' N
. The forest agency now wlll In-

 -isUfit their stuff. Because this Is the - vlte local schoolchildren to-create!

:+5,000 secular ornaments, to adorn!.
- the tree. The tree's location will be;
“ kept secret—-to,. prevent vandal-'
Asm—until’ it 18" felled during:a’

.y-{

. public ceréemony in November.’

v The tree».wlll be - trucked ".to

Washtngton, “hoisted into a fives
* foot-deep hole, encased in concrete
) (
*. Decorating - it " will . take a lO- i
member crew, ‘in--cherry. pickers’ |
about a week, Pincus said. They-
" are old hands at this, he said, and.
-won't bicker" about‘where to put_
this ornament or that..=1 ¢
1 And: don't - worry about the

':_.ffir a.tree more favored than the ' thts., he ' added.:The - 4,000 of;

them--amber. clear and twinklers, .
" but’ho reds, whltes or blues that_
"“might. connote "religious “signifi-;.
-cance=-will be taken out of their:
storage cartons and tested der




ROBERT W. PECIC

AN ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION

1442 IRVINE BOULEVARD, SUITE 201
TUSTIN, CALIFORNIA 92680

. - (714) 832-4420
June 17, 1993 - FAX:(714) 832-4480

Ms. Lorraine Lawrence

U.S. Forest Service

1824 South Commercenter Circle
San Bernardino, CA 92408-3430

RE: "NATION'S TREE"

-Dear Ms. Lawrence:

1 am writing to you as a follow up to our telephone conversation of this morning regarding
the proposed cutting of the "Nation’s Tree" (AKA: White House Christmas Tree) from the

. San Bernardino National Forest. “From speakmg with you I understand that you have the
best of intentions for the cutting of this tree to increase awareness of the San Bernardino
National Forest and our need to preserve it. However, as I mentioned on the phone, I
question the wisdom of cutting down a healthy 125 year old tree to celebrate the centennial
of the San Bernardino National Forest particularly,in a forest already ravaged by pollution,
borerbeetles and the drought. Significantly, you indicated to me that this tree might
otherwise live for twenty-five more years.

As we discussed on the phorle I formally request to be advised whether the cutting of this.
tree is allowed under the use plan established for the area in the forest where the tree’is
located. Additionally, I request to be provided the date of adoption of the use plan which
allows for cutting of this tree for this purpose. Please respond in writing.

~ If the tree is truly about 125 years old it originally sprouted about the time that "modern"
man first began exploiting the resources of the San Bernardinos. I am not an environmental
activist.but I am struck by the irony that after surviving so long thlS tree will be reduced to
a public relatrons device and a memorial stump. )

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience.

Since rely,

/Z /MJ) ot

Robert W. Peck

RWP:tv
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WHITE BEAR LAKE AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS -

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 624
2399 Cedar Avenue -
White Bear Lake, MN 55110

Birch Lake Elementary School
1616 Birch Lake Avenue
White Bear Lake, MN 55110
MAX DeRAAD (612) 653-2776

Principal e L1 AMIEL

Vice President Gore

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W.
Washington D.C.

Save The Trees Committee
Birch Lake School

1616 Birch Lake Ave.
White Bear Lake Mn. 55110

Dear Vice President Gore:

We are writing to you from Birch Lake School in White Bear
Lake, Minnesota to inform you of a group called STT. STT
stands for Save The Trees. A group of sixth graders becamed
concerned last year when a tree from Minnesota was cut down
and hauled to the White House at Christmas time, then
discarded.

‘ Our leader is a first grade teacher Mr. Tomassoni. His idea
was to buy a tree and plant it on the Capitol lawn and

decorate it every year rather than cutting down a tree every
year and hauling it a long distance.

The enclosed picture is the STT logo. It was designed by a
fourth grade student from our school.

Oour group had a few fundraisers and raised over three
hundred dollars. It is our hope that you will uwse this
money to purchase a permanent National Christmas tree.

We are sending this letter to you because we understand you

are interested in protecting our environment. If you are
interested in this idea please contact us.

Respectfully,

The STT Committee



/: WHITE BEAR LAKE AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 624
@2)3@ 2399 Cedar Avenue

Whi , MN 55110 .
. _b hite Bear Lake 5 Birch Lake Elementary School

1616 Birch Lake Avenue
White Bear Lake, MN 55110

MAX DeRAAD (211:2()665533.-22775756
Principal

April 29, 1993

Dear Mr. President,

I'm sending you this letter to notify you about a project that a group of
6th graders is doing, called STT (Save The Trees). On April 30, we
will be conducting a penny collection , here at Birch Lake Elementary,

‘ in White Bear Lake, Minnesota. Once we collect the pennies, we will
send them to either you or Vice-President, Gore. We hope you will
take the money and buy a tree to plant there on the front lawn of the
Capitol. We hope you will quit cutting down a 100 year old tree each
year, (and making pollution by hauling it a far distance).

Thank you for reading this letter m
N Pt STT GAOUY
fResident | Bryom P\h@p&/ N
Vice ppq’(""‘bm\('\l %ﬁ%ﬁm/ &o{’o\)@\
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Students at Birch Lake Elementary collected pennies
last week in an effort to collect enough money to buy a
permanent Christmas tree for the White House. The
Earth-conscious students also wrote letters to Presi-

- dent Clinton and Vice-President Gore asking them to
use a live tree rather than cutting down a 100-year old
tree every year. Pictured: members of the Save the
Trees Committee: Back row, (from the left) Principal
Max DeRaad, Chasie Arend, Jessica Jensen, first grade
teacher Richard Tomassoni, Andrew Walter. Front
_row; (from left) Bryan Rhode, Lisa Anderson, Stepha-
nie Worwa, Jenny Hruby, Meghann McKasy. (Photo by
Tamara Muhonen)
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE P A_X
WHITE HOUSE LIAISON
1100 OHIO DRIVE, S.W, ’
WASHINCTON, DC 2020
(202)6/9-65384  FAX (202) 519-5355

DATE: Juze 22, 1993

TO: Mr, Ken Connelly

ADDRESS: Of{fice vu Euvitvuwental Pelicy, The White Hdouse
ROOM: B
PHONE: 456-6224 FAX: 43622710
FROM: Mr. stan Lock

SUBJECT: Nariunal Christmas Tree

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES BEING m:._‘_L
(NCLUDING COVER PAGF) )
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CHRISTMAS TREES FROM RECLAIMED MINE LAND
Each year, just before Christras, the President of the United States turnsthe switch that lights the national
Christmas tree and the 57 smaller trees that represent the 50 states, the District of Columbia, andthe U.S.
territories. This tree-lighting ceremony, called the Pageant of Peace, is held on the Ellipse, just south of
the White House. Although the national tree is permanently planted on the Ellipse, the 57 state and
territorial trees are planted temporarily for the event, and then, following the holiday season, are
transplanted to the grounds of Washington area schools and other public buildings.

Thisyear the 57 state and territorial trees are very special. They are from the Autumn Ridge Christmas Tree
Farm, which is located on a recaimed coal mine in westem Meryland. Mined and reclaimed In the late
1960’s, this land is an excellent example of how land used temporarily for surface coal mining can be
returned to permanent, productive land use.

The Buffalo Coal Company mined coal on the site where this tree farm is located, just outside Qakland,
Maryland, from 1966-1971. The coal was shipped to Washington, D.C., as fuel for electric power
generating plants. (In fact itis likely that coal from this site was used to generate the electricity that lit the
Christmas trees at Pageant of Peace ceremonies inthe early 1960’s.) Following the mining, reciamation
was completed under the Maryland mining law, which required the operalor to cover the mined areawith
a minimum of four feet of fill material. However, the company did more. Prior to returning the mined land
to the land owner, the coal company regraded the site and established grass cover.

In 1980, the current owner, Gary Shaffer, purchased the property. Shaffer is president of Chesapeake
Conservation Services of Sykesvilie, Maryland, a company that constructs erosion control and wetlands
mitigation structures. Using its expertise in these areas, the company laid drain fields, completed the
grading and topsoiling, constructed gravel roads, and established a Christrnas tree farm with over 70,000
trees on the formier coal mine land. Today cver 100 acres of this former mined farnd are covered with

carefully hand sheared Christmas trees. Streams and sutface water running through the farm are clear,
and the land is productive once again.

During the summer of 1890, officials from the lntenor Depam-nent s Office of Surface Mining and The
National Park Service selected trees for the December tree-lighting ceremony. In late fall, the pines were

dug and transported to the Ellipse for planting and decorating. On December 13, President Bush will light
the trees for this year's holiday season.

Although growing Christmas trees on reclaimed land is common today, it was an unusual land use prior
to passage of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977. This national coal mining and
reclamation law requires mining comparnies throughout the cauntry to reclaim the land and either
reestablish the old land use or develop new, more productive uses.

This year's Christmas trees are living -.proof that America can mine its coal resources without permanent
environmental damage, and then return the land to productive, long-term land uses.
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Tree farmer's products play part in Pageant

By REBECCA LONG
Newa-Post Sislf

A hienl famliy |» experloncing the
joy oi giving In a (ree.mendous way
this Chrittmas seasss,

The GQary Shafier famlly o
Sphesyille nre this year's suppliers o
the Carlsiman trees baing wead for
the Natéonal Christmas Tree
Pagesnt of Peace cersmony {n
Washington, b.C,

Seluclion was made Iy the

Mallonsd Foralry B:rvice wnd the -

U.S. Ceparim:at of Interlar,

Mr. Shafler purehnred the :M.ncre
tree-producing plot afland lnGarrett
Countir in 108, now ome f¢r more
than 1,000 éhrlllnn (reen, -
bough' the land becausa my wife
thought it wauld be nest bjrefse
Christnug freas,” Mr. Shatfu' said.
“IN's & project that alawa ur {0 gee
the finished product mnd wha we've
sccomylished.

Bl aulumn Ridge Cheisimas Tree
Plante:len nesr Oak'and in nol a
typlea! tree farm. In the 1070ais wan
8 trip mine ¢wned by the Duflalo
Canl Campany,

“The maln rcason we purshased
Lhe Jand was becauee I acomed lka §
real thallenge,' Mr. Shaffer
explalapd, “Byeryone laughed and

sal¢ the term was an ole atrip Job,
Bul now ve have had people (ke
Chuck Myors with the Offfice of
Surface Mining within the V.S,
Daparimeni of (he Interier refer io
Autemn Ridge Chrietman Tree Farm
an ‘s real enservation show place
and succens story,

"Thia wil mask the fint time Iy
bislory thettrees have been gathered
from. w recalmed strip mine lo be
;ud I:} thnIdNalb

at P af'er. {4
hmﬁy is vecy honared and fafteted
to have been chos:n to mupply the
trees, i'm sl In dhibellet. !

The treen were planted by the

Nalional Ccal Assrclelior Ihrough
e 4 ihg.

the Of
U

symital of how recla:med coal mining
land can be returned to productize

s,
e ptforsace tomeke the pub)

W u--t_[]g__g'ig ean—lp';tldlﬁ

0_[ECOVET Com llmﬁsn.ptl
eliVe e, ' asld Bay

" regre.
Sonal Pagk Ser.
gﬂl oln ‘5::' mads

Fo BE D

asentsiive Yor lhe
ylce. T Waleti the
Lo gel the ireds from Shaftecs farm,
It was (mportant to meke sire thal
the troes were gll uniform Ie lype and
plee.

“This will mark the first time in
history that trees have been gathered
from a reclalmed strip mine to be used

in the National Pageant of Peace. "

—Gary Shaffer

“In the past, lrees waro purchased
frem Loeal nuitaeries far the display,*
he anid, ““The Nalicnal Coa!
Asisclation probabiy hadthe original
idux to premelo mirface toal mintng
(and tor cther piodaetive uses and
bring those type of treen lo the Whkte
Heuso."

Br. 8halfcr's \~cas will syrreund
the Nationsl Christmas Tree. The
Qlrele of gzreens it known as the
Patiway of Pepee. The 5! ansl)
Scalch Pire, While Pime and Red
Bla: Irees, ropresent the 80 ataies,
the Distriel of Columbia 84d the U.S.
torritories. He supolied a lotal of 100

trees, wilth (he remsining ) bdng
usec to decorale around the Ellite
ares.

The i(ress have ilroady been
alanted aroundthe Ellipse in front of
‘he Whis Mome, aceording to Mr.
Shefier. "My Gmily and | wers at
[he planting coremony two wetka ago
and we helper Manwe! Lufin Jr.,
U.8. Seerolary of the Interior plant
the fiest iren.

The Shaffer farnlly wes also Invited
o walch Firsl Lady Darbarg Bugh
Ince the plor on o Natlanal
ristmay Tree ol last week's
ciremony. To thelr surprise, the Mr,
asd ¥ra, Shatic: and thelr twe sons
wera brasght in on the ceremonles
for pietures with Mrs, Bush.
Mr. Shitfer Is presfdant and cwner
of Chesapeake Conservelion Servies

Inc, In Gember. His interest in the
strip mine ttems from ding can-
sarvallon werk there, “i've alware
been interesied 1n tonservidion aad
my business hue completed 950 eon.
servatlon profects in Maryland,
Yirginia, Delaware and
Pennutyvanie,” he sdded,

The Chesapeske Coneervallin
Bervlee Inc. has conslruete! erosion
contryl and wetlands mitigaticn
alruciures on Antumn nldfu
Chrisimas Tree Plantalion. Paing fis
experiise in thess sreas, ihe con.
pany latd drain fietds, esmpleted the
grading 'and top lnillng md ¢on.
tiruolsd greavel roads,

Accarding 1o Mr. Shafter, thers
wes a lot of overgrowth and ¥eeds ty
be mowed, stnes (he fand Inld Jdde for
many years. “The soll war on the
poor olds, hut that's good whes
melns Christmas rees,' 1 aald,
'The poorer eoll slcwed down ihe
growih of Irces which eaused (he
trees o bo fuller,”

The Shatfer's ate planning to plemi
an adillional 30,000 Irees In the
apring >t 1981 and teny.

This zear’s Pageantof Pence, whk
the theme “Discovery,” s eo-
sponsazed by Christmes Pagesnt of
Peace Inc, headed by Washington

bulnesanen Joseph H Riley
the Nalional Pask Bervice, the .,
Dipartment of Recreallon and
Pirhs, the Grester Waahirgion
Doard of Trade and the Washingion
Cenvenilan and Visiiors Ansociatlon.
Tho theme emphasizes the Wy of
learning, exploration and sallstae.
(lon of dicovaring new frlands and
pexple, according to Mr, Riley,
“The Chrivimse tree1 are givon
Anay solactively to ba planted on
udlle land at the completion o’ the
eant «f Peace exhibit aftes (he
holidays," Mr, Bhatier asid.

The treed weis deccrated with
doonted ararmens made of brass,
pewier, glans, weed, eilver, peper,
dried flawers, fabric and oher
matertaln unique 1o the ragior or
slale thoy represent.

‘The Christmas wes cersmonics by
presidents and vice presiients is an
unbroken treditien, sarfed on
Chilstmes Eve I 1923 by Calvin
Codldga who Jit 01e Chrlsimas tnce
on ke Whita Houe souih Inwn.

The display wilt offically apen
wi(l the Jghiing of the National
Chratmas Tree on Thareday, Dee.
11 The Chtistmas Pagesrt of Paace
willeontinue from 3 to 8 p.m. Dev. 14
through 23 snd Dec, 25 through 30.

7¢:80  ¢T/24790

£6s9 68T9 20282

YON/THM

eo0 b



) AV =

WL/ NUGR

B.8 DI

dala

LU s B

Vb7 aa/ld

Q

o

12-6-

Frederick Post

o Ay

thoy grew that are baing used in
the Pageant of Peace,
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Specifications for Christmas Trees

1991 Pageant of Peace

Furnish the following trees:

1. Colorado Blue Spruce, 6 to 7 feet tall, B&B/Baskets, sheared,
full andéd uniform, 24 inch ball minimunm

70 each

2. Colorado Blue Spruce or American Red Pine, 8 to 10 feet tall,
B&B/Baskets, semisheared, full and uniform, 28 inch ball minimum

5 each

3. Norvay Spruce, 8 to 10 feet tall, Bs&B/Baskets, scmisheared,
full and uniform, 28 inch ball minimum

5 each

4. White Pine, 8 to 10 feet tall, B&B/Baskets, semisheared, full
and uniform, 28 inch ball minimum

S each

5. Norvay Spruce, 14 to 16 feet tall, B&B/Baskets, semishearedq,
full and uniform, 36 inch ball minimum

6 each

L 4

State inspection cextificate identifying that trees are free of

any insects, pests, and diseases to be supplied upon delivery of
Lrees. '

Carrier will have trees covered, -so as to avoid any windburn or
drylng out of the root hall ar fallage. As trees are being
unloaded, they will be inspected for damaged root balls, trunks,
and/or branches. Unsatisfactory frees will be returned and shall
be replaced within 5 working days. B

National Park Service representatives wvill tag trees prior to
delivery. '

Trees are to be delivered to Presldent's Park at 16th Street and
Constitution Avenue, N.W. (Ellipse) during the week of November

11, 1991 between the hours of £:30 a.m. to 3:00 p-m. with 24 honr
notice.
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DEPARTMENT of the INTERIOR

news ralease

QFFTCE OF THE SECRETARY CONTACT:
Stephanie Hanna (0Q) 202/208-6416
FOR RETEASE: November 3, 1892 (H) 703/751=-8671

A ADVISORY:

Secretary of the Interior Manuel Lwjan will kick off the
Christmas season on Thursday, prcparing for the annual Pagecant of
Peace by planting the first of 57 Douglas firs on the Ellipse,
south of the White House. '

The 57 live triees, representing the 50 states, the District
of Columbia and the U.S5. Territories, were grown at a tree farm
in west virginia. For the third consecutive yezr, the trees were
grown on land reclaimed from a former coal mine. —

The trees, which are donated by the Naticnal Coal
Association, will be lit with the National Christmas Tree at the
Pugeant of Peace Ceremony on December 10, 1992,

Following the Christmas season, the 57 live trees will be
replanted in parks throughout the Washington, DC, area by the

National Park Service.

WHEN: 10:30 a.m., Thursday, November §, 1952.

WHERE: The Ellipse, just south of the White House, at the
Pageant of Peace site.

WHO ¢ Manuel Lujan, J¥r., Secretary of the Interior.
David C. O'Neal, Ass't Sec'y for land & Minerals Mgnnt.
Harry M. Snyder, Dircctor of Office of Eurface Mining.
Richard lLawsen, President of National Coal Association.
Lawrence Street, President; New Allegheny Inc.

BACKGROUND: The trees were selected from the Carl Burgess Tree
Farm, near Mount Storm, West Virginia. The land was mined for
coal by the Allegheny Mining Corp. (now New Allegheny, Inc.)
until the late 1970s, and then recvlaimed fur productive use as a
tree farm.

«DOI-
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NEWS RELEASE us.department of the interior

national park service

Editor's Advisory: Members the media are invited to cover the
lighting of the National Christmas Tree at 5 p.m., Thursday, Dec.
10, on the Ellipse, south of the White House. A media platform for
camcras will be provided and more details will be available later.
Members of the media should contact the Office of Public Affairs,
202-619-7226, if they plan to attend.

'Exploration' is theme
1992 CHRISTMAS PAGEANT OF PEACE For Immediate Release
OPENS ON ELLIPSE at S5 p.m. Dec. 10 Contact: 202~619-7226

WASHINGTON, D.C.--President George Bush is expected to light
the National Christmas Tree to open the 1992 Pageant of Peace in
the Nation's Capital at 5 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 10.

Sponsored by the Christmas Pageant of Peace, Inc., and the
National Park Service, the Pageant is held on the Ellipse, south of
the White House. The opening ceremony will feature the Children's
Chorus of Maryland; Lucie Arnaz, actress; Lee Greenwood, country
singer; Keisha Knight Pulliam, star of "The Bill Cosby Show:
Willard Scott, the NBC TV "Today" show weatherman, as the perennial
Santa Claus; the cast of Ford's Theatre's production of %A
Christmas Carol®" and the U.S. Coast Guard Band.

The National Christmas Tree, a living Colorado Blue Spruce now

38-feet tall, is decorated each year by General Rlectric Lighting

of Nela Park, Cleveland, Ohio.

(mmfe)

National E.apital'Hegiun' 1100 []hiu'[l_rive,S.W. Washington,0.C.20242
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1992 Christmas Pageant of Peace..pg.2

This year the tree, will sparkle with more than 5,000 lights
to set off s§mmetric.ornaments--squares, cireles and triangles——
depieting tha modes of transportation nsed by explorers throughout
history. The squares symbolize sails used to cross geae, the
circles represent wheels used for land transit, and the triangles
rafarance the wings of air and space flight.

The tree's all-white appearance ie orcatcd by 1,000 crystal
lights among garland swags. There are also 1,100 white lights iﬁ
the ornaments, suggesting the earth's pristine state before
exploratien. A green mode using 3,000 green lamps, suygests gruwlh
and ocur comnitment to ecology. A scattered pattern of multi-
colored lights symbolizes the people of the world brought together
by "Exploration.®

Surrounding the National Tree will be 57 small vouglas Fir
trees which represent the 50 states, the vistrict of Columbia and
U.S. Territories. Donated by tne National Coal Association, the
trees will be decorated with special ornaments created by
representative organizations to reflect the 1992 theme.

The live trees, which form the 1992 Pathway of Peace have been
grown on reclaimed surface coal mined land near Mount Storm, W.Va.

The U.S. Department of the Interior's Office of Surface Mining

arranged for the 57 trees to be donated.

(morei

g 003
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1992 Christmas Pageant of Peace..pg.3

The Christmas Pageant of Peace will continue bec. 11-23 and
Dec. 26-30, with musical proqrams each evening from 6-9¢ p.m.,
featuring volunteer choirs, bands and other musical gronps from the
metropolitan area and around the nation. ™he trees will remain

lighted until Jan. 1.
Por additional infermation ahout the Christmas Pageant of

Peace, call the National Park Service, at 202-619-7222.

~NPS—

November 24, 1992 - 113-92
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Qctober 23, 1991
The Pathway of Peace Page (page 4 in the program):

The Pathway of Peace is a circle of 57 small blue spruce
trees which represent the 50 states, the pistrict of Columbia,
and the U.S. territories. Standing like scntincle around the
National Christmas Tree, the small trees are decorated with
unique hand-made Christmas ornaments that symbolize this year’s
Pageant theme, ffA‘”ﬂf? .  The ornaments have been created
from a variety of materials, including brass, pewter, glass,

wood, silver, paper, dried tlowers, and fabric.

The live trees that fozrm the 1991 Dathway of Pcace, were
grown on reclaimed mire land near St. Clairsville. Ohio. Fifteen
years ago, coal was removed from the site and the land reclaimed.
Today, this former surface coal mine is a productive Christmas
treé farm. Following the 1991 Pageant of Peace, these trees will
be ﬁlanted permanently in Washingtoﬁ, D.C., and in nearby area
parks. ) ) o _ . -. . ‘
B "Tﬁg:éﬁgﬁéiﬁﬁé;éégéaﬁt'éf'ﬁeéhé Cbﬁmittee:éﬁﬁiessegvits T
sincere éppxeciatién ﬁo 21l the public-spirited organizations
from around the nation that contributed to the 1991 Pathway of

Peace.

Acknowledgements (at the back of the proygcraw) :

Thank you tn the following for the blue spruce trees which form
the Pathway of Peace and the other trees used to decorate the

Ellipse during the 1991 Christmas Pageant of Peace:

Feisley Christmas Tree Farms, St. Clairsville, ohio and the John
P. Felsley family, which grcew the treces.

National Coal Association and Richard L. Lawson, President, for

b SR
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contributing the trees for the Pathway of Peace.

R & F Coal company (a subsidiary of Shell Mining Company) and
Jack Cox, rresident, Lhe mine operator who reclaimed the land
where thc trees wore grown, for transporting the trees to

Washinaton, D.C.

The U.5. Department of the Interior’s Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement and Harry M. Snydexr, Directoz, for
their assistance



06-22,/13

08:39

202 819 8353

WHL#NCR

[\

The State and Territory Trees

The “Pathway of Prace” consists of 57 small
Douglas fir mees which represent the 50 states,
the District of Columbia and U, S. teritorics.
Each of the wrces is decorated with spedial
omaments 1nique to the state and whicl, 1eflect
the 1992 theme of “Exploraron.” One
organirarion in each staee of territo v bas
contributed the omaments for its tree. The
amaments are enclosed in plastic spheres to

pageanc

State and Territory Tree Ornament Sponsors

Alabama
Metropolitim Ars Council, Birninghgm
Alasha
Ketchikan Arcs & Humanities Council &
Junran Schoel Dicmier
Artrom
Dillard’s Deparment Stores
Arhansas
Target Stores
Culiforaie
Target Stones
Colorado
Topperscor, Lac,
Connecticur
Bthaa Alfen, ba,
Delaware
John Wiannamaker
Dutricy of Colymbia
Woodward & Lothrop
Flortdg
The Muszurs of Flodids Hisoey
Georpia
Targer Stores
Hawaii
Mayw's Offlce of Lalture & che Arts
Idaho
idaho Commitxian an the Ame
tllinois
Indiang
Lzanss
TAw>
Ollard’s Midwest
Kansas
L be Kanms Collection
Rentucky
Kenmeky Cuild of Arisey & Culiucu
Louisina
Ars Coungl] of Grescer Batog Reuge
Maine
The Giving Teee of Rangeley, Maine

Maryland

Wonduned & Lotheep

Masgachanerts

The Artful Hand Gallery

Michigun

Jacobtoa’s S, Ine

Minagwitx

Targer Stones

Mississippt

The Crafismen’s Guild of Mixsissippi, Ine.
Missouri

Dillard s Midwes

Monama

Henoessey's

Nebraskg

Diltard’s Midwest

Nevada

Baflock's

New Hampshive

Hampshire Pewter Cao.

New Mexico

Dilud's Depatmenn Stares

New Jersey

The Newark Musenrn's Jrior Megeum
New York

Avivy Ineorporated

North Carolinz

‘The Ars Counnil of Wisston-Salem &
Farsyth Conmty

Naorth Dakor

Nortth Dakora Arts Allinee

unro

Lazoey

Oklaharma

C R Anthony Company

Oregon

Upper wWilumeste Picve Makers
Permsylvacia

Johie Wanamaker & Carol's Haidom
Cocldes

protect thiem during the three weeks of the

The Christmas Pageant of Peace Comumittee
expresses its sincere appreciation to all of the
public-spirited organizations around the narion
for their contribution. These include state arrs
organizations, major rewil corporations,
manufacturers, craft coundils, Museurns, s~hool
children and major artists and erafismen.

Rhade Islund

Rhode Idand Heritage Commission
South Caroling

Kerrisen's Deparanes i Suwre

Svuth Duhers

The Dakom Kids

Teanecsce

Dillged’s Nashville Division

Toxas

The Children's Museum, New Braunfels

Unah

Brigham Young University Art Deat.
Vermonr

Vermont | Luwlurafiers, inc,
Virginia

Open High Sciioel. Richmand
Washingron

Target Scorgs

West Virgin

Stone & Thomae

Wiscomzin

Kobl's Deparaneat Stone
Wyoming

Culc Deparment Store

Puerto Riro

Comzlez Padin ©n  Ine.

Virgin Llands

Vitgio [slands Coundl ao the A
Guam

OfBce of Congressemn Ben Blaz
American S2mau

Office of Congressoun Eni F, H_
Faleomavaem

Lommonwelh of the
Northern Muriang Lilands
Conmncll for Acts & Corrvme

Trum Terirory of the Pacifie
Belos Nydoma! Misenm, Repoblic
of Pwlay

*
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Symbafism plays an important role in conveying  There are also 1100 white lights in the

the Pageant’s “Exploration” theme in the omaments, suggesting the earth's pristine state
lighting 2nd design of this year’s rree before explarations. Frank LaGiusz, who bas
More than 5000 GE lights provide sparkde designied the tree’s decorations for GE for 17
as the tree’s symmetric omaments—squares, yPars, ncamnrates 2 green modde ncing 3000
circles and triangles—depict the modes of green lamps, suggesting growth and America’s
trensporwtion used by explorers throughour commitment to ecology. A scattered pattern of
history. The squares symbolize sails used to multi-colored GE lights symbolizes the varied
crogs scas; the circles represeat wheels used for peoples of the wodd brought together by
land transit, and the triangles reference the “Exploration.”
wings so vital to air and space fight

The tee’s all-white appearance is aeated by
1000 aysiaf liglis wnviag the garland swags.

snl%?_.i;."- Ky

This year marks the 12th yeur that Mrs. Barbara  three dimeusional star Qiuminated by 2 75-want
Bush has officiated at the traditional “Topping-  halogen lamp.

of-the-Tree Ceremony” on the Ellipse. With the N
official ree-top onament in place, the business
of beginning the lightmg and decorating of the
National Tree and the state and tefritory trees
commences.

During the traditional treetopping, Mrs.
Buch, umually accompanied by one or two of her
grandchildren, joins Joseph Riley, President of
the Christmas Pageant of Peace, in ascending to
the top of the 38-foot tree in 2 hydranlic lift.

The top omament, placed on the tree on
December 1 by Barbara Buosh, is a traditional
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Ligat ’er up
Chigtmas Tree is fighted by
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NATIONAL TARK SCRVICE .
WHITE HOUSE LIAISON FAX
INCOKIO DRIVE, W, ’

WASHINCGTON, D.C. 20242
(202) 6196344 FAX (202) 6136353

DATE: June 22, 1993

TO: Mr, Ken Connally

ADDRESS: Office od Envirommental Policy, The White louse
ROOM:

PHONE: 436-6224 FAX: 436&2710
FROM: Mr, Stan LOC]..(

SUBJECT: National Christmas Tree

e

TUTAL NUMBER UF PAGES BEING SENT: ——— ————
(INCLUDING COVER PAGE) i
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CHRISTMAS TREES FROM RECLAIMED MINE LAND
Eachyear, just before Christrnas, the President of the United States turns the switch that lights the national
Christmas tree and the 57 smaller frees that represent the 50 states, the District of Caliimhia, andthe U.S.
territories. This tree-fighting ceremony, called the Pageant of Peace, is held on the Ellipse, just south of
the White House. Although the national tree is permanently planted on the Bliipse, the 57 state and
territorial trees are planted temporarily for the event, and then, following the holiday season, are
transplanted to the grounds of Washington area schools and other public buildings.

Thisyear the 57 state and territorial trees are very special. They are from the Autumn Ridge Christmas Tree

Farm, which is located on a reclaimed coal mine in western Maryland. Mined and reclaimed in the late

 1960's, this land is an excellent example of how Iand used temporarily for surface coal mining can be
returned to permanent, productive land use.

The Buffalo Coal Company mined coa on the site where this tree farm is located, just outside Qakland,
Maryland, from 1966-1971. The coal was shipped to Washington, D.C., as fuel for electric power
generating plants. (In fact itis likely that coal from this site was used to generate the electricity that it the
Christmas trees at Pageant of Peace ceremonies in the early 1960's.) Following the mining, reclamation

“was completed under the Maryland mining faw, which required the operator to cover the mined area with
a minimurn of four feet of fill material. However, the compary did more. Prior to returning the mined land
to the land owner, the coal company regraded the site and established grass cover.

In 1980, the current owner, Gary Shaffer, purchased the property. Shaffer is president of Chesapeake
Conservation Services of Sykesville, Maryland, a company that constructs erosion control and wetlands
mitigation structures. Using its expertise in these areas, the company laid drain fields, completed the
grading and topsoiling, constructed gravel roads, and established a Christmas tree farm with over 70,000
trees on the former coal mine land. Today over 100 acres of this former mined land are covered with
carefully hand sheared Christmas trees. Streams and surface water running through the farm are dlear,
and the land is productive once again.

During the summer of 1990, officials from the Interior Department’s Office of Surface Mining and The
National Park Service selected trees for the December free-lighting ceremony. In late fall, the pines were
dug and transported to the Ellipse for planting and decarating. On December 13, President Bush will light
the trees for this year's holiday season.

Although growing Christmas trees on reclaimed land is common today, it was an unusual land use prior
to passage of the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977. This national ¢oal mining and
reclamation law requires mining companies throughout the country to reclaim the land and cither
reestablish the old land use or develop new, more productive uses.

This year's Christinas trees are living proof that America can mine its coal resources without permanent
environmental damage, and then retumn the iand to productive, long-term land uses.
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