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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

July 21, 1993 

MEMORANDUM FOR KEN CONNOLLY 

FROM: VATE POWELL 

SUBJECT: NATION'S CHRISTMAS TREE 

I spoke today with Paul Pincus who is the landscape architect at the Capitol about the 
Nation's Christmas Tree. Several people have written to us complaining about the use of a 
tree cut from a national forest for the "White House" Christmas celebration. 

The tree that these people are actually talking about is the oiie at the Capitol. T̂he 
White Hoiise ChristmasJree is a live 32-foot tree. There are also"57 smaller trees (ipne for 
each state, D.C. and the territories) used as part of the "Pageant of Peace" which^e cut from 
tree farms on reclaimed surface coal mines. 

The Capitol tree is a much larger cut tree that comes form a national forest. The 
Forest Service has donated the tree since about 1970. Each year, the tree comes from a 
different national forest, usually one that is celebrating an anniversary or some other occasion. 
This year's tree will come from the San Bernardino National Forest that is celebrating its 
centennial. The tree, which was chosen in June, is a 125 year old, 75 foot White Fir. 

Each year, an outside sponsor covers all costs for local publicity on the tree. 
Transportation, either by truck or by rail, is also provided free of charge. Local areas are 
very supportive of the program, as it helps their economies through tourism. The trees are 
located in areas that are already designated for use as pulp, and the removal of a large older 
tree actually encourages growth of several smaller ones in the area. 

The tree is lit the day before the White House tree, and comes down January first or 
second. The branches and needles are all mulched and used on the grounds, and the trunk is 
used for various things (e.g. parking lot bumpers). 

The reason why a live tree is unfeasible is that the tree has to be so large in keeping 
with the scale of the building. The tree has to be at least 55-60 feet tall or it would be 
dwarfed by the Capitol. A live tree in the same locations would obstruct the view of the 
building from the Mall. It would also prevent the Inauguration from taking place on the steps 
of the Capitol, and there could be no more National Symphony concerts there either. 

At the size necessary, transplanting is not an option. They did actually try a live tree 
a few years ago, and brought one up from New Mexico. The tree fared very poorly, and was 



ultimately moved to the arboretum where it will likely die. With the cost of replacing a live 
tree every few years, having a cut tree is the lowest cost to the taxpayer. 

Mr. Pincus said that we should forward any correspondence on the tree to him at: 

Architect of the Capitol 
Washington, DC 20505 

and he will respond. 

This should be the plan for future correspondence. I will write to the school group 
and the gentleman in Califomia directly from our office. I have attached a draft of each to 
this memo. 



THE WHITE H^SE 

Save The Trees Committee 
B i r c h Lake School 
1616 B i r c h LAke Ave. 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

Dear students: 

1993 

Thank you f o r your l e t t e r . I was very impressed by the work 
t h a t you d i d i n forming the Save the Trees Committee and 
c o l l e c t i n g over two hundred d o l l a r s i n pennies. I t i s very 
important t h a t young people get a c t i v e i n environmental 
p r o t e c t i o n a t an e a r l y age. 

The National Christmas Tree i s a c t u a l l y a t the C a p i t o l 
b u i l d i n g where Congress meets, and not a t the White House. The 
White House already has a permanent l i v e t r e e f o r i t s 
c e l e b r a t i o n s . 

Xi 

\5, 

, ••1. 

I spoke t o the landscape a r c h i t e c t a t , the C a p i t o l , and he 
explained t h a t the National Christmas t r e e has t o be very l a r g e 
or i t would look t i n y next t o the C a p i t o l b u i l d i n g . The t r e e has 
t o be a t l e a s t 55 or 60 f e e t t a l l . . i f they put a l i v e t r e e t h a t 
b i g i n the spot, the m i l l i o n s o f / c i t i z e n s who v i s i t Washington 
each year couldn't see the C a p i t o l from the M a l l (where the 
Washington Monument i s ) . We also couldn't hold the i n a u g u r a t i o n 
or n a t i o n a l symphony concerts at the C a p i t o l anymore. They d i d 
t r y t o p l a n t a l i v e t r e e a few years ago, but i t got s i c k and 
they had t o move i t . 

The t r e e s always come from a d i f f e r e n t N a tional Forest from 
areas where tl>ey could have been cut f o r timber. C u t t i n g down a 
b i g o l d t r e e can a c t u a l l y help younger tr e e s t o get sun and grow. 

He also t o l d me t h a t ^ t h e Christmas t r e e i s not j u s t thrown 
away. The needles and branches are turned i n t o mulch and used on 
the C a p i t o l lawn. The t r u n k i s cut up and used around the 
C a p i t o l as w e l l . None of the t r e e i s wasted. 

Once again, thank you f o r your l e t t e r and c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s on 
doing such a good j o b r a i s i n g money. I encourage you a l l t o 
continue t o work f o r a b e t t e r environment. 

Sincerely, 

A l b e r t Gore, Jr. 



July 21, 1993 

Mr. Robert W. Peck 
1442 I r v i n e Boulevard 
Suite 201 
Tustin, CA 92680 

Dear Mr. Peck: 

Thank you for your l e t t e r regarding the Nation's Christmas 
Tree. The tree i s i n fact at the Capitol and not at the White 
House. The White House already has a permanent l i v e tree as the 
focal point of i t s celebrations. 

The Capitol tree comes from a different national forest each 
year. The Forest Service l i k e s to s e l e c t a forest that i s having 
a s p e c i a l event, such as the centennial at San Bernardino, to 
increase p u b l i c i t y around the forest and foster tourism and 
recreational use of the forest. An outside sponsor covers a l l 
costs for l o c a l p u b l i c i t y on the tree. Transportation, either by 
truck or by r a i l , i s also provided free of charge. 

The tree i s l i t the day before the White House tree, and 
comes down January f i r s t or second. The branches and needles are 
a l l mulched and used on the grounds, and the trunk i s used for 
various things at the Capitol (e.g. parking l o t bumpers). 

The reason why a l i v e tree i s unfeasible i s that the tree 
has to be so large i n keeping with the scale of the building. 
The tree has to be at l e a s t 55-60 feet t a l l or i t would be 
dwarfed by the Capitol. A l i v e tree i n the same locations would 
obstruct the view of the building from the Mall. I t would also 
prevent the Inauguration from taking place on the steps of the 
Capitol, and there could be no more National Symphony concerts 
there either. 

Also, at the s i z e necessary, transplanting i s not an option. 
They did actually t r y a l i v e tree a few years ago, and brought 
one up from New Mexico. The tree fared very poorly, and was 
ultimately moved to the arboretum where i t w i l l l i k e l y die. With 
the cost of replacing a l i v e tree every few years, having a cut 
tree i s the lowest cost to the taxpayer. 

I do not know what the reporter was referring to when she 
said that sixty-three other trees were being cut down. There are 
57 smaller trees (one for each state, D.C. and the t e r r i t o r i e s ) 
used as part of the "Pageant of Peace" at the White House, but 
they come from tree farms on reclaimed surface coal mines. 

Again, thank you for your concern I hope t h i s reply i s 
helpful. 

Sincerely, 

Kathleen McGinty 

Director, Office on Environmental Policy 
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Ms. Katie McGinty . ^ . - \ 

, >Difector,.0ffiee of Environmental Policy ' - ^ ^ ,̂ / . 
Room 360, Old . Executive Office Building 
'Washingtoh,TC 20501 '')^-- ^ ' / ' BY FAX 

"cS TREE"^,^ • •, v-v, ^,' ' .' i / .'- 11 
. J • r 

RE: I "NATIONc'S TREE'̂  
' / - (AKA: , /WHm HOUSE CHRISTMAS TREE) 

. . / • ^ • i ' . , • > , • - • • • 1 • < ; - v.̂  
^ Dear'Ms. McGmty: ' •" < - ' • • s ' •'• (/ " ' 

• ^ • i ' ••s . . ' - i - . . ' • .'"^ • - " ^ • • • • ^ ^ /> ; 
, The accompanying article appeared in) the-Los Angeles Timbs^on Wednesday,', June 16 ^ ( \ ^ . 

regarding the )selection/j6f the'"Nation's Tree" for'^ display on the White Hoyse lawn/ait'^; -
:Christmas;'' ^^Z' ~. ' '"'' V -^ ) • • ' / ^. [ ^ . \ 

• Let me say that I have nothing ̂ against Christmas, Christmas trees or displaying oiie on the^ ' I 
, White House lawri.' I.do have significaii't concerns,'̂ however, that something isî v̂rorig here. \ \ : ^ 

First, the trees in the San Bernardino National Forest have been severely, "stressed" by smoĝ '̂ 
and other environinentaVpollution, tfte-lonĝ r̂  \ 
invasion by the pjfie bprer-'b^etle.' As a result pf those proBlems what_would othem^ I ' }/ 

V a green co;nifer forest is a; patchwork oflyellow and Brown dying aiid dead̂ trees.̂ ^̂ ê have / i 
a cabin in the area and within^ two hundred feet.of our cabin six frees the size of the ,dne " j 

J scheduled.to b'e cut 'have=died ih the last two years. Accordingly, to cut a one hundred and 
J ;, twehtŷ ;̂ five year old seventy-fivê  foot tal[ "perfect speciraeii" from this-forest seems like a' ' ( ^' 

tremeriddus v/aste cf a healthy tree. Second,,as indicated by attached article the-(tree is- , 
r being choseh; from the San Bernardino - National Forest ".Because 'this is the centennial - ; 

j anhiversary^of the San Bernardino National Forest...". It seerns, ridiculous tOjicornmerhorate' ' / , ' 
' ' nhe establishinent of a national forest̂ by cutting down one of its pfiine trees; Third, at a ' ^ -

fime when'fhe President and.GongresSî are struggliifg to balaiicie the national budget andy, \ ' , y 
movê  tpw.ards financiali recovery it seeins inapjpr'opriate to'have to truck a seyenty'-five foot ' , 

^ treeUhree thousand miles for a brief display on the White House l a w n . ) , - -̂ ^ 
.V , • ./ < : •• ^ • c L , * . ( ^^ . \ ' • 

V I spoke; .with a newspaper reporter yesterday who was covering this story and she advised j \ 
,me that the-"Nation's Tree-'-Ms only ône "of sbcty-ithree trees-:being eiit from the San ^ , 
Bernardino National Forest arid adjacent national forestŝ for<the U.SC'Government's holiday ' -
ceiebratidns. I would expect'that!yice-President ( j 'J- . ^ 
not our President as well) wouldfhave,loftier goals-for the development and pfeseryatidn ' y' ^ 

Vr-̂  ^ -, • , •• . .', ' ^ - \ • '• • '-̂ ' • '̂ 

• V ^ > ' • " . ' (''' • I • y > - ' 7 ; ' , . / , 
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of our, national forest than destruction .of these trees. ' v . -j \ 
< •:• ' • . . " ^ ; . ' ..\ ' 7'"-„" , . - •;" , - A : -

^ ^ Should you dr,a representative, of ydur office wish to discuss'this matter further,\you may 1 ' l - ^ ' , v 
• . : reacfrme at (714), 832-4̂ 420 Wrii 8 kiM. to,6:30 P.M.-PST;̂  Monday through Friday.' t ^ ' 

Jhaiik you for consideration'of my views.. " • ,̂ . A'''̂ .̂  / . - -"̂  ^ 

/ v . ; '^ursvery^uiyi' >^ V ' . ..̂ ^ 7̂  ' , . ,. ''^^'V- !"^ '̂ >\ -̂ >• 

'V •>"•: V.Enclosure • ' ' ' ' ^- - • - • ' ' '.' 
• , • ' • • ' . • • . - , ^ 1 1 ,) ^ ; ' ^^ 

M P.S.. ^ I am âlso enclosing a fcopy of a letter ,1^ r ..̂ ^ ' 
' , I ^ Officer for|the'San Bernardino^National Forest.̂  It should be iioted-that sĥ  - • - -̂ . 7 

\ t ' / . V fi^S:Tidt yejt been;a;ble'to tell m t^ ' f- J V ' • 
, . ' V ti;ee'1s"even allowed undef t̂he established Use Plan for the area, where the ; ' 1-̂  ' 0 ti;ee is"even allowed under̂ the established Use Plan for the area, where the - ; ' 1-̂  ' 

.. . • , , • . . )-• tree-is situated./- - ^ •'. ' ^ % (• ,c X _ ^ • ;'~ , 'v 
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LGS ANGELES t l f . I .JfiDNESOAY, JUNE 16,1993 

Paul Pincuŝ  landscape architect for the Capitol, studies trees In San Bernardino Nallonal Forest; 

Christmas Gomes 
to Big Bear in June 
• Ceremony: Expert selects a towering, 
125-year-old white fir to spend the yule season on 
U.S. Capitol grounds as the 'Nation's Tree.' 

By TOIVI GORMAN ' 
TIMES STAFF WRITER 

BIG BEAR—It's one of the great trials and anxieties of the 
Christinas holiday season: the requisite trip lo the tree lot lo 
select that perfect evergreen. 

Not too short! Not too tall! This one's loo skinny! That one's loo 
bushy! Thai's got a bad side! 

And so Paul Pincus came this week, lo the mountains above San 
Bernardino to pick the "Nation's Tree" for holiday display oh the . 
west lawn of the nation's Capi'lol. 

Talk aboul a million critics. Talk aboul pressure. 
The entire San Bernardino National Foresi was his tree lot, and , 

on Tuesday—after hours of driving around Big Bear looking al one 
tree after another and as forestry employees grew anxious—Pincus 
got out of the car, circled a l25-year-old lowering while fir and 
proclaimed: • 

"Yes. This one." '• 
There was no choir lo sing the praises, "0, Christmas Tree!" Just TOMGOnMAN / Los AngclosTimts 

ricnse see TREE, A30 The tree Selected for the Capitol. 



Ê:i75-Foot.Eir Ch^#i i | 
liitlnued from A3 

soft rush of wind through the . 
IS; like a; t̂ iousand evergreen ' 
id chimes. 1 
Ine forestry official jotted in his 
f'ebook. Another, who saw this 
several weeks earlier and pro-
ted it . as, her personal choice, 
[med. 7'V;'i.ti' ' ' .'^ ' 
his annual, exercise is almost 
jhum, stuff to Piricus, who as the 
Iscape architect for the Capitol , 
selected holiday trees for the, 

... 30 years. He has traveled much 
.^dflllthe 'nation on his searches— ' 

. •••4\»{l!idering,' once in Ohio, if that ' 
',.->.|sliie even had any tall trees. 
r::>^ 'But this vvas Pincus' first visit lo a 
•'. Î -Sc§Jlh6rn California foresi, and the 
; ;i;fir)̂ t chance for the four local na­
i l •'tlclAal forests—Angeles, Los Padres, 
>V!eiSveland and San Bernardino—lo' 
; ;-;;sli«it their stuff, fiecau.se this Is the 
^'••^iellennial anniversary of lhe San -; 
• .~*B4{7iardino National Forest, the 
:;; -^eiifch focused here. . 

^ v"' ipn Bernardino National Forest 
v~^6fficials got word in January that ; 
^-clhlfe year's tree .would come from 
>'^;;thdr. land. In',;March, after the ; 
;7l;;snoWs melted,:' forestry • officials 
7;'se&jfched the mountains and devel- . 

, :yiopp}l.a list of trees.' 
' ';:.,'-v: pincus arrived. Monday and 

Wilhin two hours'of landing at '. 
^^^ ŝrrSg-shrouded Ontario Airport he .•: 
i;7'wi^ being' escorted through the 
.''T tJeffrey an4 Iponderosa pines al , 
i>\,8i(W) feet, iniisearch of a while, 
•nc>fir*l-a tree more favored than the , 
^><3tHiir local' trees;^for its; conical 
j-. -tshwe and fullness."*!. \ i: 
? He suggested 'to the local tree : 
>Aexjilrts that they: were worrying ' 
^Hjjlod much. ;̂ ;B3r;; the : time I'm 

'.'••^Lw^ .—1—— • 

id led; the; 

mm 

through with it,"' he; said, "you'll 
never even recognize i l , And every 
year, people say, IThat's the. besti 
one yet!'" ,• "' • V^''-^.'^^^^^-^-; 

By day's end Monday, he hadjj 
seen four trees. One was loo short; 
Another, asymmetrical. Theitiext,', 
leaned a tad awkwardly!'ButHhe 
last one was good, and. 
competition into Tuesday 

On Tuesday he struck pay dlrt-^'v 
ithe tree that was the personal: 
choice of Forester. Merrl Carol': 
Murray. A 75-footer, with that • 
classical Chrislnias tree shape. No, 
holes. Good color. Dense with foliv 
age. And next to a service road so 
the truck can gel in. 

'•• "I can envision this," Pincus 
said, "on the Capitol grounds." And 
thalwaslhali'*' • I'^'vi •• 7 ' \' 

The forest agency now will In-.; 
I vile local schoolchildren to create. 
5,000 secular ornaments ,lo adorn! 
the tree. The tree's location will be;, 
kept secret—toprevent vandal-
ism-unlil it' is felled' during ,a' 
public ceremony in November. . ' 

The tree ij'wlll' be trucked to 
Washinglon, ,hoisted into a five-, 
foot-deep hole, encased in concrete 
and supported with wires.' *' ' •;: . j ,* 

; •. Decorating It' will lake a 10-'; 
member crew,' in cherry pickers j 
•about a week, Pincus said. They 
are old hands at this, he said, and; 
won't bicker about' where to pul^ 
•thisornamenlprthat.;',:'? • • ' -7 

" i - And: don't worry • about the,: 
lights,,, he ' added. The 4,000 of, 
them—amber, clear and twinklers,. 
,but ho reds, whiles or blues that ; 
might connote ' religious signifi-',' 
cance--will be taken out of their 

• storage cartons and tested. ' ' .,'f 



June 17, 1993 

Ms. Lorraine Lawrence 
U.S. Forest Service 

ROBERT lV. PECK 
AN ACCOUNTANCY CORPORATION 

1442 IRVINE BOULEVARD. SUITE 201 

TUSTIN. CALIFORNIA 92680 

(714) 832-4420 

FAX: (714) 832-4480 

1824 South Commercenter Circle 
San Bernardino, CA 92408-3430 

RE: "NATION'S TREE" 

. Dear Ms. Lawrence: 

(~--

I am writing to you as a follow up to our telephone conversation of this morning regarding 
the proposed cutting of the "Nation's Tree" (AKA: White House Christmas Tree) from the 
San Bernardino National Forest - From speaking with you I understand that you have the 
best of intentions for the cutting of this tree to increase awareness of the San Bernardino 
National Forest and our need to preserve it. However, as I mentioned on the phone, I 
question the wisdom of cutting down a healthy 125 year old tree to celebrate the centennial 
of the San Bernardino National Forest particularly,in a forest already ravaged by pollution, 
borei- beetles and the drought. Significantly, you indicated to me that this tree might 
otherwise live for twenty-five more years. 

As we discussed on the phone I formally request to be advised whether the cutting of this 
tree is allowed under the use plan established for the area in the forest where the tree'is 
located. Additionally, I request to be provided the date of adoption of the use plan which 
allows for cutting of this tree for this purpose. Please respond in writing. 

- If the tree is truly about 125 years old 'it originally sprouted about the time t_hat "modern" 
man first began exploiting the resources of the San Bernardinos. I am not an envirorunental 
activist but I am struck by the irony that after surviving so long this tree will be reduced to 
a public relations device and a memorial stump. 

I look forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. 

Sincerely, 

~i:d~j'~ 
Robert W. Peck 

R\VP:tv 
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WHITE BEAR LAKE AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS * ' -

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 624 
2399 Cedar Avenue 

While Bear Luke, MN nSllO 
Birch Lake Elementary School 

1616 Birch L.ake Avenue 
White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

MAX DeR AAD (612) 653-2776 
Principal 

Vice President Gore 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Ave. N.W. 
Washington D.C. 

Save The Trees Committee 
Birch Lake School 
1616 B i r c h Lake Ave. 
White Bear Lake Mn. 55110 

Dear Vice President Gore: 

We are w r i t i n g to you from Birch Lake School i n White Bear 
Lake, Minnesota to inform you of a group c a l l e d STT. STT 
stands f o r Save The Trees. A group of s i x t h graders becamed 
concerned l a s t year when a t r e e from Minnesota was cut down 
and hauled to the White House at Christmas time, then 
discarded. 

Our leader i s a f i r s t grade teacher Mr. Tomassoni. His idea 
was to buy a tre e and plant i t on the Capitol lawn and 
decorate i t every year rather than c u t t i n g down a tree every 
year and hauling i t a long distance. 

The enclosed p i c t u r e i s the STT logo. I t was designed by a 
f o u r t h grade student from our school. 

Our group had a few fundraisers and raised over three 
hundred d o l l a r s . I t i s our hope tha t you w i l l use t h i s 
money to purchase a permanent National Christmas t r e e . 

We are sending t h i s l e t t e r t o you because we understand you 
are i n t e r e s t e d i n p r o t e c t i n g our environment. I f you are 
i n t e r e s t e d i n t h i s idea please contact us. 

Respectful 1y, 

The STT Committee 



WHITE BEAR LAKE AREA PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT NO. 624 
2399 Cedar Avenue 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 

MAX DeR AAD 
Principal 

Birch L.ake Elementary School 
1616 Birch Lake Avenue 

White Bear Lake, MN 55110 
(612) 653-2776 
Fax 653-2755 

April 29, 1993 

Dear Mr. President, 

I'm sending you this letter to notify you about a project that a group of 
6th graders is doing, called STT (Save The Trees). On April 30, we 
will be conducting a penny collection , here at Birch Lake Elementary, 
in White Bear Lake, Minnesota. Once we collect the pennies, we will' 
send them to either you or Vice-President, Gore. We hope you will 
take the money and buy a tree to plant there on the front lawn of the 
Capitol. We hope you will quit cutting down a 100 year old tree each 
year, (and making pollution by hauling it a far distance). 

Thank you for reading this letter, 



4 



Pennies for tre·es 

Students at Birch Lake Elementary collected pennies 
last week in an effort to collect enough money to buy a 
permanent Christmas tree for the White House. The 
Earth-conscious students also wrote letters to Presi­
dent Clinton and Vice-President Gore asking them to 
'use a live tree rather than cutting down a 100-yearold 
tree every year. Pictured: members or the Save the 
Trees Committee: Back row, (from the left) Principal 
Max DeRaad, Chasie Arend, Jessica Jensen, first grade 
teacher Richard Tomassoni, Andrew Walter. Front 
row; (from left) Bryan Rhode, Lisa Anderson, Stepha-

. nie Worwa, Jenny Hruby, Meghann McKasy. (Photo by 
Tamara Muhonen) 
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CHRISTMAS TREES FROM RECLAIMED MINE LAND 
Each year, just before Christmas, the President otthe Unfied Statestumstheswttcfi that tegfits the national 
Christmas tree and the 57 smallertreesthat representthe 50 states, the District of Columbia and the U.S. 
territories. This tree-lighting ceremony, called the Pageant of Peace, is held on the Ellipse, just south of 
the White House. Although the national tree is permanently planted on the Elipse. the 57 state and 
territoria! trees "are planted temporarily for the event, and then, following the holiday season, are 
transplanted to the grounds of Washington area schools and other pubFic buildings. 

Ttiisy sar the 57 state and territorial trees are very special. TTiey arefrom the Autumn Ridge Christmas Tree 
Farm, which is located on a redaimt^ ooui lm^e in wesLein M<ixyland. Mined and reclaimed in the late 
1 seO's, this land is ah excellent example of how land used temporarily for surface coal mining can be 
returned to permanent, productive land use. 

The Buffalo Coal Company mined coal on the site where this tree farm is located, just outside Oakland, 
Maryland, from 1966-1971. lhe coal was shipped to Washington, O.C, as fuel for electric power 
Qenerating plants. (In fact it is likely that coal from this site was used to generate the electricfty that litthe 
Christmas trees at Pageant of Peace ceremonies in the early 1960's.) Following the mining, reclamation 
was compleled under the Maryland mining law, which required the operator to cover the mined area with 
a minimum of four feet of fill material. However, the company did more. Prior to returning the mined land 
to the land owner, the coal company regraded the site and estabrished grass cover. 

In 1980. the cunrent owner, Gary Shaffer, purchased the property. Shaffer is president of Chesapeake 
Conservation Services of Sykesville, Maryland, a company that constructs erosion control and wetlands 
mitigation structures. Using its expertise in these areas, the company laid drain fields, completed the 
grading and topsoifing, constructed gravel roads, and established a Christmas treefarm with over70,000 
trees on the fomier coal mine land. Today over 100 acres of this fomner mined land isre covered with 
carefully hand sheared Christmas trees. Streams and surface water running through the farm are dear, 
and the land is productive once again. 

IDuring the summer of 1990, officials from the Interior Department's Office of Surface Mining and The 
isiational Park Service selected trees for the December tree-lighting ceremony. In late fall, the pines were 
dug and transported to the Ellipse for planting and decorating. On December 13. President Bush will light 
the trees for this year's holiday season. 

Although growing Christmas trees on redaimed land is common today, it was an unusual land use prior 
to passage of the Surface Mining Control and Redamation Act of 1977. This national coal mining and 
redamation law requires mining companies throughout the m u n t r y to reclaim the land and either 

reestablish the old land use or develop new, more productive uses. 

This year's Christmas trees are living proof that America can mine its cosi resources without permanent 
environmental damage, and then return the land to productive, long-term land uses. 
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Tree farmer's products play part in pageant 
tr RESBcc^ lom 

A h « l hnrily ]« <iipcrl<KlD| Ott 
]oy oi glvlnfl In « (rte.niciiitiui war 
ihia Oir i t imn I C M B I , 

Sykewlll« a rc Uil» y«ir '» tu fp l i t t t 
till! Ci r i t tmi i trfl«« balni m d tw 
the NtUonal C h r M m t i T t t t 
P t g t m of PMce termimy ID 
Waahtigton, l>,C. 

ScUcllon w«t tntde the 
HUlontI Tcnt l ty 6>rricfl ind Ih i 
U.S, Canrim^nt or Interior, 

Mr. Shifter iturchBicd (ht l U t e t t 
trce.pro<tuctnf plotof lanil LnOirrcU 
Count.' in i»Bi, now :i«tn« Iw nwre 
ihen TTiOOO Ct i r l i tna i I K « I . . «] 
bnughi. lh« iMd btcauM rn)' wife 
ihaug^l t\ wmi\A be neat t)|r*la« 
Chrlatnii I rc i i i . " Mr. .•thetru! said. 
" I t 's « project (h i t aJawa ui lo ice 
UIC Hnlabed pioduol aaid whei m 'v» 
aceom»U»ll«d. 

Qui Aiilumn Ridge Clirli l m i l Tree 
FlanU.kn nair Oak'and |g aot « 
typical lre» form, tn m i t K i t i wia 
a alrip nine iHiicd by the lluflalo 
Coal Cijnpany, 

"Tho main K i i o n iva pvrHiaied 
the UJI4 wai bnivae l l ieomei llk< g 
r c * l <h t l ] f r i i ie , " Mr. S l i f f e r 
expl i lwi l , "Svtryoue laughed jind 

n i l ! the farm wai an a]« airlp job. 
But now ve htv< h id feople 
Chuck Myan wlOi iho Oirfee of 
Surtiee Mining wltbtn the V,S, 
Deiwrlmenl ot (he Int«rl*r rerer t« 
Au i t nn Ridgfl Chri i imia Tree Farm 
a a 'a real »iia«rvatlon aKow aljee 
and tiwcaai i lory, ' 

''»hla WiU mark th * Hni lime In 
MaU>ry lhaltreaa hive been galNered 
Cronr. • lee i lmcd i t r i p nine lo be 
<!*<!<» t«l tha Hattwial IP i ta in l t,t 
PSKB." l l l d Hr. ll iaVter ' ^ i f y 
n m l y is very henowl an*! rialtetrd 

"This will mark ihe first time in 
history that trees have been gathered 

from a reclaimed strip mine to be used 
In the National Pageant of Peace." 

—Gory Shaffer 
to haw I m n cii»s;n lo wpply (tie 
(reel. Tm i l l l l In dlibeUef.' 

Tha treea were pUnlcd by the 
Nallanal Ocal AMMit l lor through 

aymtel or timr ree]a:nied cciifnilninc 
land c m l>e relurciad lo preduelive 

0.* etfarii <a.tttJMt£ili« pi>i»li; 
" ia( t ie aprhM^ caribe dl{-

I recwfor cci l an31(iii'njii:( 
" " " • "^ "veuee." «»la Eai l bM 

aenl i i 
vTcl fnniKK' f l ie I .™. . . . . „ . . . . „ . « ^ 
lo i o l the I rcH from Bbariec^ farn^ 
It wa* (mporlant tc make aire (hal 
(he troas were a II nnmrm in typcind 
ali«. 

. . . . . . • Mire. Bpm 
K j O l e n j u L J u g ^ ^ .retire' 
leniitive lor Ihf N||llonf|ti'p(k Set-
vTccTnninKYhe (fetfilen wj'a •iiad<: 

"Jnihe pan, i r » i wen purchaeed 
A t n toeil niiraarlea for lhe diaplay." 
he aaid, " T h * NaUcnal Coal 
Ai ioei i t lni probAly haitihe orif Inal 
W«a, to pronelo aurtace coal mhtng 
land (or ciher piodiicdte u e t and 
bring ihoia typo ct ireei Ig the Uhite 
Hoiiio." 

Kr. fiharjw'i i-eea aurrcund 
the NadoJiBi ChilKmaa Tt«e. The 
olr'^te ot ireana l« known a i the 
Paftwiy at Post*. Tht ST an aii 
Stoich P i r t . wh ie Pina end Red 
f i l l ) Ircet, roprtfent the to ataiea, 
(ha District of Cottmbia i i d ih« u.S, 
lorrttartea. fie avpolled a Ui(il of 100 
trees, with Ihe remalnloi 4] bdng 
usH to decorate around lhe Btlhie 
urea. 

Inc. In Oamber. Ills Jalereat In fie 
strip mine itema t n m d)log con-
nrMUon wsrk ther«, »l'»e i l w s r i 
been tnteresicd in lonasrvilien sad 
my buaineas has eonplstan « M em* 
asrvKlon |in>|eeU In Msrylspl. 
V l r i t n t a , D e l a w a r e a n d 
Pennilyvsnla." he added, 

Tha Choaapeshf Conaarvalk'n 
Servioe tne. has conitruetel oroilDn 
contrH snd wetlmds nrtUgsllcn 
a(ri i<(ures on Autumn Ridge 

— - — _ Chrislmaa Tne Pisiiisitcn. Uiin« iia 
•PI.. I . . . . 1 experilis In these sreaa. the con. 
The trees have ilrcsdy been nsny laid drain fictdi, cDmntetEd ih i 

SJiaffer. "My lamlly and t irere at 
lhe iHantlngceMmony two wetka ago 
ind M helpci! Manual Lu/in i r . , 
U.S. &e(r«(ary or (he Interior plant 
l^ef in t l^«c." 

The Shaffer fimlty wis also in irlted 
la waUh FIral l<ady Oarbara Buah 
place (he slot on tic Nstlonal 
Chriatmia Tree a( laat week's 
ciremony. To Iheir aurfrt ie, itic l«r, 
SId Hrs.Giiaff«r and tkeir Iwc sona 
were brought In on (he ceremonies 
ter pfehircs with Mrs, Buah. 

Mr. Shifter Is i»reildcnt and cwner 
oichtasroske CtineervUlan Sorvice 

a(ru«(cd f ravel roadi, 
Aceardlng lo Hr. «h«ft«, then 

WH a tot of overgrowth and m d i t i 
bo mo-Md, staea Iholand laid Idle for 
many years. "Tha sol] wai on tha 
poor aide, but thsl'a goo] whci 
growing Chriitmaa trees," ie said, 
"The poorer aoli alcwed down (hr 
growth of trcos whirh earned (ht 
trera U be f ullar." 

Tho Ihstter'a are planning to plant 
an mtltiional S/tfin trees |a the 
sprioi )f IWi and tm. 

This/ear'a PsgcaRlotPcero, with 
the (heme 'Discovery," la eo-
tponacTCd by Chrislmaa Pagi>sn( of 
Peaeo fne, heeded by Wsahingion 

5 " l "««n« i i i m t f h H RItcy 
the Hsiioial Psih IMrvleo, (he 
m p i r t n e n l of Reerasdon and 
Pirhs, (he Ore a lor WashlrR(on 
Board of Trsdo and (he WeeMngion 
(^nvenitoisnd Vililors Aasoetaiion. 

iTio thane omphssleci the lay of 
leamlni, ex|ilora(lon and seflilac. 
(lOi of dlitovartng new friondi and 
p«ple, socordint (» Mr. Hiicy. 

*Tho Chrliintea (reel are t|v«n 
• M y »lactl(rety b> ba planted on 
PU^tlc land st tha completton the 

. ^ ' . f * * " the 
hoUdsys," Mr. Ustfersatd. 

Vhe (reel wsia deccrsted with 
deeated ornsmtma made of hcase, 
pe»(er. glaas, wood, sElrer, puc r , 
dried ttowtrs, rahrle and o:hor 
mMertsIa unique to (he rogior or 
stale ihey repreaenl. 

lhe Chrktnas ftes ceromontei by 
preetdenta and vKe presltenti t i an 
unbrolien (rsdllton, t iar tcd on 
ChiJatmai Ere le U t i t y Calvin 
Codtdse nho 1t( gie ChrlKmss ircc 
on he While Hnuae aoulh lawn. 

Ttie disi lsr will oflicalty ax>n 
wit), the Igdttng «f the Nationsi 
Chr.itmas Tre« on Thortdsy. Dec. 
13. ri io Christmas PsKetM of Peace 
wilicontlnuotrom t toSp.n , Dec 14 
through 23 and Dec. tB thnuKh 30. 
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VYHL/IM-K 

M»ry Ruth anal A n y Sfanftw. 
«ttB«Bag. fif Slylcesvflle, aloag 
wtth tlmr BODB, SpeBcar, back. 
•Bd Taylor, Imirt. take a look at 
OO* of the 100 Chri«tin«s trees 
tbfty t^t otc bding used in 
the Pageant of Peace. 

tySam VD 



Specifications for Christmas Trees 

1991 Paoeant of Peace 

Furnish the following trees: 

1. Colorado Blue Spruce, 6 to 7 feet t a l l , B&B/Baskets, sheared, 
f u l l and uniform, 24 inch ball minimum 

70 each 

2. Colorado Blue Spruce or American Red Pine, 8 to 10 feet t a l l , 
B&B/Baskets, semisheared, £ull and uniform, 28 inch ball minimum 

5 each 

3. NoEvay Spruce, 8 to 10 feet t a l l , BSB/Backctc, ecmtshcarcd, 
f u l l and uniform, 28 inch ball minimum 

5 each 

4. White Pine, 8 to 10 feet t a l l , B&B/Baskets, semisheared, f u l l 
and uniform, 26 Inch ball minimum 

each 

5. Norvay Spruce, 14 to 16 feet t a l l , B&B/Baslcets, semlsheared, 
f u l l and uniform, 36 inch ball minimum 

6 each 

State inspection certificate identifying that trees are free of 
any insects, pests, an<a diseases to be supplied upon delivery of 
trees. 

Carrier w i l l have trees covered, so as to avoid any vindburn or 
drying out o£ the root ball or foMage, As trees are being 
unloaded, they wi l l be inspected for damaged root balls, trunks, 
and/or branches. Unsatisfactory trA«s wil l be returned and shall 
be replaced within 5 working days. 

National Park Service representatives v i l l tag trees prior to 
de l iver y-

Trees «r« to be delivered to President's Park at 16th Street an<̂  
Constitution Avenue, N.W, (Ellipse) during the week of November 
11, 1991 between th« hotirs o£ 5:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m- with 24 hour 
notice. 



SEPARTMENT of tbe INTEKIOfi 
uws nlnse 

0?FTCE OF THE SECRETARY CONTACT: 
Stephanie Hanna (0) 202/208-6416 

FOR REr.KASE: November 3, 1992 (H) 703/751-8671 

Secretary of the interior Manuel Lujan will kick, off the 
Cl3J:iataaass season on Thursday, preparing for the annual Pageant of 
Peace by planting the f i r s t of 57 Douglas f i r s on the Ellipse, 
douth of- the Mhite House. 

The 57 live txts**?*, tepresentin^ the 50 states, the District 
of Columbia and the U.S. Territories, were grown at a tree farm 
in west Virginia, for the third consecutive yecr, the trees were 
grown on land reclaimed from a former coal mine. 

The trees, which are donated by the National Coal 
Association, will be l i t with the National Christroas Tree at the 
Pageant of Peace Ceremony on December 10, 1992, 

Following the Christmas season, the 57 live trees will be 
replanted In parks throughout the Washington, DCf area by the 
National ParH Service, 

WKBKs 10:30 a.m., Thursday, November 5, 1992. 

WKERS: The Ellipse, just south of the White House, at the 
Pageant of Peace s i t * . 

WBOi Manuel Lujan, Jr., Secretary of the interior. 
David C O'Neal, Ass't Sec'y for Land i Minerals Mgmnt. 
Harry M. Snyder, Director of Office of Guirface Mining. 
Richard Iiawson, President of National coal Association, 
tiawrence Strict, President^ New i^llegheny Inc. 

BACKGROUSD: The trees were selected from the carl Burgess Tree 
Farm, near Mount storm. West Virginia, The l«nd was mined for 
coal by the Allegheny Mining Corp. (now New Allegheny, Inc.) 
until the late 197os, and then reulolioied for productive use a.s a 
tree farm. 

-DOI-
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NEWS RELEASE u.s.department of the interior 

national park service 
Editor's Advisory: Members"f the media are invited to cover the 
lighting of the National GhristmaB Tree at 5 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 
10, on the Ellipse, south of the White House. A media platform for 
eamcraa w i l l be provided and more detaile w i l l be available later. 
Members of the media should contact the Office of Public Affairs, 
202-619-7226, i f they plan to attend. 

•Exploration' i s theme 
1992 CHRISTMAS PAGEANT OF PEACE 
OPENS ON ELLIPSE a t G p.m. Dec. 10 

For Immediate Release 
Contact: 202-619-7226 

WASHINGTON, D.C.—President George Bush i s expected to light 

the National Christmas Tree to open the 1992 Pageant of Peace in 

the Nation's Capital at 5 p.m., Thursday, Dec. 10. 

Sponsored by the Christmas Pageant of Peace, Inc., and the 

National Park Service, the Pageant i s held on the Ellipse, south of 

the White House. The opening ceremony w i l l feature the Children's 

Chorus of Maryland; Lucie Amaz, actress? Lee Greenwood, country 

singer; Keisha Knight Pulliam, star of "The B i l l Cosby Show; 

Willard Scott, the NBC TV "Today" show weatherman, as the perennial 

Santa Claus; the cast of Ford's Theatre's production of "A 

Christmas Carol" and the U.S. Coast Guard Band. 

The National Christmas Tree, a living Colorado Blue Spruce now 

38-feet t j i l l , is decorated each year by General Plectric Lighting 

of Nela Park, Cleveland, Ohio. 

National Capital Region IIDO Qhio Drive, S.W. Wasliington,D.C.20242 
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1992 Christmas Pageant of Peace..pg.2 

This year the tree, w i l l sparkle with more than «?,nnn lights 

to set off siTumetric ornaments—squares, cirrJf?^ and triangles 

dftpifating thR inndRK nf transport-.af.ion n.c;i?d by ©acplorers throughout 

history. Th© squares symbolize? sails used to croee eeae, the 

circles represent wheels used for land transit, and the triangles 

rafez-enco tho wings of a i r and space flight. 

The tree's all-white appearance ie created by 1,000 crystal 

lights among garland cwagc. There arc also 1,100 white lights in 

the ornaments, suggesting the earth's pristine state before 

exploration. A green mode using 3,000 green lamps, ssuggests gruwLh 

and our commitment to ecology. A scattered pattern of multi­

colored lights symboliiittti Lhe people or the world, brought together 

by "Exploration." 

Siirroundlng the National Tree will be 57 small uouglas F i r 

trees which represent the 50 states, the District of Columbia and 

U.S. Territories, Donated, by tne National Coal Association, the 

trees w i l l be decorated with special ornaments created by 

representative organizations to reflect the 1992 theme. 

The live trees, which form the 1992 Pathway of Peace have been 

grown on reclaimed surface coal mined land near Mount storm, W.Va. 

The U.S. Department of the Interior's Office of Surface Mining 

arranged for the 57 trees to be donated. 

(more) 



1992 Christmas Pageant of Peace..pg.3 

The Christmas Pageant of Peace w i l l continue Dec. 11-23 anrt 

Dec, 26-30, with musical programs each evening from 6-9 p.m., 

featuring volunteer choirs, bands and other musical grnnps from the 

metropolitan area and around the nation. ThR trees w i l l remain 

lighted until Jan. 1. 

For additional information shout the Christmas Pageant of 

Peace, call thft National Par-k Service, at 202-619-7222. 

-NPS-

November 24, 1992 113-92 



October 23, 1991 

The Pathway of Peace Page (page 4 i n the program) : 

The Pathway of Peace i s a c i r c l e of 57 small blue spruce 

trees which represent the 50 states, the D i s t r i c t of Columbia, 

and the U.S. t e i x i t o x i e s . standing l i k e ccntinolc around th© 

National christ.Tna*; Tree, the small trees are decorated with 

unique hand-made Christmas ornaments that symbolize t h i s yeaz's 

pageant theme, CkA^.-fl j The oinajnents have been created 

from a variety of materials, including brass, pewter, glass, 

wood, s i l v e r , paper, dried tiowers, and fabric. 

The l i v e trees that form the 1921 r-athway of Peace, were 

grown on reclaimed mipR land near St. C l a i x s v i l l e , Ohio. Fifteen 

years aqo, coal was removed from the s i t e and the land reclaimed. 

Today, t h i s former surface coal mine i s a productive Christmas 

tree farm. Following the 1991 Pageant of Peace, these trees w i l l 

be planted permanently i n Washington, D.C, and i n nearby area 

parks, . . . -
•'Xlio 'Chi'î -tifaas ' Pageant of" Peace CoirimitCe'e 'expresses i t s " ' ' ' 

sincere appreciation to a l l the public-spirited organizations 

from around the nation that contributed to the 1991 Pathway of 

Peace. 

Acknovledaements (at the baclt of the pxcgreuu) : 

Thank you tn the following for the blue spruce trees which form 

the Pathway of Peace and the other trees used to decorate the 

Ellipse during the 1991 Christmas Pageant of Peace: 

FeLsley Christinas Tree Farms, St. c l a i x s v i l l e , uhlo and the crohn 

P. Feisley fcuidly, which gic-w the txese. 

National Coal Association and Richard L. Lawson, President, for 



contributing the trees for the Pathway of Peace. 

R & F coal Company Ca subsidiary of Shell Mining company) and 

Jack cox, president, Lhe mine operatox who reclaimed the land 

where the tree© wore grown, for transporting the trees to 

Washington, D.C. 

The U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r ' s O f f i ce of Surface Atiningr 

i?eclamation and Enforcement and Harry M, Snyder, Director, for 

their assistance 
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ath way- oiF Pieace 

The irart* and Temtory Trees 
The 'Pathway of Prarp" conii*tE of 57 small 
Douglas fir tre« whidi represent ihc 50 sates, 
the D i s t r i a o f CoInmbLi and a S. i c m t o r i c . 

Each of the trees is decorated with spedal 
ortiameriK trntque to the scotc and whicli leflca 
the 1992 theme of "Exploiarioa." One 
organirsrfon in «ach state or tciritoiy Im 
contributed the ornaments for its tree. The 
nmamcnw are enclosed in pUstic Jiphcres to 

Scate and Teniroiv Tree Ornnmeni Sponsors 

protect Llem during the three weeks of the 
pageanL 

The Chnstmas Pageant of Peace Comniittee 
expresses its sincere apprcdation to all of the 
public-spirited organizatioiis around the nation 
for their contribution. These indude state arK 
organizations, major reuQ cotpofations, 
manufaoarers, craft coundk, mu5cuit«, '.:,"'nooI 
children and major artists and craftsinen. 

M(»i;ipolii>ii Arts OxiBtA Binninetam 

K^rhikaA Attr & Hgmiaitio Council Ic 
Junmi Schoai Oiariet 

Ariroiry 
DiDirdf DepaiTOieai Stores 
Ark-iosj i 

T i r g a Stores 

TargaStofa 
Colora^ 
Toppexoi. L>c 
Conneflinir 
Ethu Allen, t i l . . 

Johr WmiuouJieT' 

Datria of Columbia 
woodwwd ec Lothrop 
Flontfa 
The Muiaia (iTflotida Hisauy 

Tit jerSure 
Hawaii 
M.ifur'i Office eiT iMoux & the Am 
Idaho 

Idaho Comfflkdon nfi f he Am 
iHinou 

Indiana 

O J h i f i Midwest 
Kanus 
ilKKamsOillcraoa 
Kentucky 
Kmmrlcy CuiM AfliMa J{ CJJ jum 
Louisiaiia 
Ara CBiin«3 of GBWCT Baton Rooee 
Maine 
The GiVTqg T K E of lUt^dcy. Maine 

MaiyUnd 
Wnwlariri tc U>ih».p 

The Aitfiil hand GjHery 

Jtcdbtoa's Stem. Inc. 

Tjrgtt Store 
Mississippi 

The Ctafianeo I Guild of Mjjsissippi. Ine. 
Missouri 
EiaU*r> Midvo. 

Moni3itt 

N^braxkj 
OiQinfi Midwest 
f^cvada 
finllocfc's 

N'e»- rtafBpshir, 
Hjjnpshnc POWH-Ca 
N'ew Mexico 
olUd's Ocpanmem Sums 
;̂ê »• jei5<y 

Hie Ncwirfc Musinm'j Jn.nor M i m m 
N'ew York 
Avid InenpotaiaJ 
North Catolina 
t l ie Am Council of WiostoiKSaloii & 
Faisyth County 
N'onb Dakoa 
Notdi OsJutaAns Alliance 
o t u o 
Lmrns 

C R. Andioay CcHBpany 

Upper WUlimette PieCE Mlken 
Permsylvacia 
Jobn ^mnimlim- tC Canf, Rarloou 
CoQkies 

Rhiide Island 
Rliode Island Hniuge Comniission 
South Cjtuliiu 
K"emEftn'e Defmvmtui Swre 
South Dakot j 

The Oolcoo Kids 
Tcim^scc 
Dilljrd's Njsbville Division 

The Childrm-j ivhsemn. New Biaunfds 
Unb 
Brigham Yoang Univawty Art Depi-
Vtffmonr 
Venaou I l.mliiafiers. Inc. 
Virginia 
Open H i j ^ School Rithmanri 
Washington 
Target Stoiis 
West Virginii 
Siene A Thomai 
Wijcomin 
KoUs DeparoDCfit Scott 
Wyoming 

Cole DtpaiBDeor store 

Puerro Hiro 

CODMCZ Pad^ r „ . i n t 

virgin Ulands 
Virgin Haniis Ccuncfl On the A«» 
Cjua.-Ti 

OfSoe of Cong/msaajui Ben Blaz 

Offict of Coagrtssnun &ii F. H. 
E âlecmtvaegi 
fvOtamonwEilih of rhe 
Norihttn M;iriaiu liiands 
C<*=KiI fcr Ain & Cnlmnr 
TruB TcTrirory of rte Pacific 
BeLm NnoBal Musom, Repgblie 
ofr^Iai) 
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SymhoHmi plays an rmpoftant role in convcymg 
the Pageant's 'Exploration" theme in the 
lighting and design of this yesA rrpe 

More than 5000 GE lights provide spaiUe 
3E the trte't cyfnmetric otnamentx—£qi.<«''M, 
circles and ti^ngles—depia the modes of 

tised by explorers througboui 
history. The squares symbolize sails used to 
cro»s \nn; (fac <3iclc3 represent wheels used for 
land cransii. and the triangles ccferenoe the 
wings so vital to air and Sp9ec Bight. 

The tree's all-whhc appearance is created by 
I OOO uy îLil n^i(^ itinOQg the garbnd swags. 

There are also 1100 white lights in die 
oinaments, suggesting the earth's pristine state 
before explorations. Frank LaGiiia, who has 
deseed the tree's decoiations for GE for 17 
yparr:, mrotpnrafp^ a grppn mrtrfp ii'rfng f̂lOO 
green lamps, suggesting growth and America's 
cotcmimieiit to ecology. A sntteied pattern of 
muki-colored CE lights symbolizes the varied 
Peoples of the wodd brought together by 
'Exploianoa" 

This year marks the I2th year thai Mis. Barbara 
Sush has officiated ac the traditional *Tq>ping-
of-the-Tree Ceremony* on the Ellipse. Widi the 
offidal tree-t^ ornament in place, the business 
of beginning thr. Ughtine and decorating of the 
National Tree and the state and territory trees 
comtaences. 

During the tiaditioaal iree-{opping. Mis. 
Sush, usnolly accompanied by one or two of h^ 
grandchildren, joins Joseph Riley, President of 
die Chnstaws pageant of Peace, ia ascending to 
the top of die 3&-foot tree in a hydranlic b'ft 

Thc top ornament, plficed on the tree on 
Decemiier 1 by Barbara Bnsh, is a traditional 

thret; dimensional star Illuminated by a 75-wait 
halogen lamp. 
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CHRISTMAS TREES FROM RECLAIMED MINE LAND 
Each year, just before Christmas, the President of the United States turns the switch that lights the natjonsd 
Christmas tree and the 57 smaller trees that representthe 50 states, the District of Columbia, and the U.S. 
territories. This tree-fighting ceremony, called the Pageant of Peace, is held on the Blipse, just south of 
the Whiite House. Altlwugh UitJ national tree is permanently planted on the Hfipse, the 57 stale and 
territorial trees are planted temporarily for the event, and then, following the holiday season, are 
transplanted to the grounds of Washington area schools and other public buildings. 

This year the 57 state and tenitorial trees are very special, TTiey are from the Autumn Ridge Christmas Tree 
Farm, which is located on a reclaimed coal mine in westem Maryland. Mined and redaimed in the late 
1960*s. this land Is an excdient example of how land used temporarily for surface coal mining can be 
returned to permanent, productive land use. 

The Buffalo Coal Company mined coal on the site where this tree ferm is located, just outside Oakland. 
Maryland, from 1966-1971. The coal was shipped to Washington, D.C, as fuel for electric power 
generating plants. (In fact it is likely that coa! from tfiis sHe was used to generate the electrioity that tt the 
Christmas trees at Pageant of Peace ceremonies in the eariy 1980's.) Following the mining, redamation 
was completed under the Maryland mining law. which required tfie operator to covertne mined area with 
a minimum of four feet of fill material. However, the company did more. Prior to returning the mined land 
to the land owner, the coal company regraded the site and estabfished grass cover. 

In 1980. the current owner, Gary Shaffer, purchased the property. Shaffer is president of Chesapeake 
Conservation Services of Sykesville, Maryland, a company that constructs erosion control and wetlands 
mitigation structures. Using its expertise in the.̂ e areas, the company laid drain fields, completed the 
grading and topsoiling, constructed grave! roads, and established a Christmas tree fann with over70,000 
trees on the former coal mine land. Today over ICQ acres of this fbnuer mined land are covered with 
carefully hand sheared Christmas trees. Streams and surface water running through the farm are dear, 
and the land is productive once again. 

During the summer of 1990, ofRdals from the Interior Department's Office of Surface Mining and The 
National Park Service selected trees for the December tree-lighting ceremony. In late fall, the pines were 
dug and transported to the Ellipse for planting and riecorpting. On December 13, President Bush will light 
the trees for this year's holiday season. 

Although growing Christmas trees on redaimed land is common today, it was an unusual land use prior 
to passage of the Surface Mining Control and Redamation Act of 1977. This national coal mining and 
reclamation law requires mining companies throughout the country to redaim the land and cither 
reestablish the old land use or develop new, more productive uses. 

This year's Christmas trees are living proof that America can mine its coal resources writhout permanent 
environmental damage, and then retum the land to productive, long-term land uses. 
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Tree farmers products play part in pageant 
Bjr HKBRCCA LOHa Ibe l«rm w i i i n UIL • Inn iKh -B/ HKBRCCA U>NC 

Newc>Pott8lffr 

A lM*l titniiy h niwrlenchg till 
Joy «rclvlns In » lr«o.inand)u< way 
tlrfi CliTliLinti maon, 

The 0»ry Shttler {«nl3y or 
SrkMVIUi wreUili ye i f i uipniieri of 
ihc ClirJitmu t m i being HMI fat 
(Jic H t l lm i l tibrlaiinai Tr«i 
r««6iiit »f P M M cmmooy In 
Willi IHf ton, D.C, 

5<li'«tbD w*a madt by lha 
NillOTBl Forwiry BirvJee titd tht 
u.B. Dwirtmont of Inlcrltr. 

Mr. SliiAer pUFchtieilllw iH-tcn 
lreih.priKlu«lna plot of Und In Owretl 
cmmli Ul ItM, nsw home ter mora 
<h*ii 11,«M Chriatnta ircaa. - " I 
bokighl Uie land btii*ii«e iry wtfe 
thought II would be neal Idjniia 
Chpfataiia t r t u . " Mr, Sliaffd: lald, 
" l i ' j a vraJcct lhai aibvra ui in « H 
Ihc fln:ibtil pimtuet and wha'. we've 
acGompllihed, 

Bui Autumn nidgc Chrltlmta Tree 
Plartailon nut Oakland la nol » 
Irplcel Iraa firnn. In tba t m i l i waa 
n ilrlp mine owned ty tht ttstUlu 
Coal Company. 

"The main taaaon wt punJiatad 
the land «aa bc»iite itacemcil like » 
r u l cliallarne," Mr, Shaffer 
expleln?<l, "Gieryone laiigboi and 

»aW lhe farm w»i an U]L ainp job 
nut now vo hive had pMpte Itte 
Chusi My>ra with the offJee of 
Builaee HInInf wlthJn the U.S. 
DepacImM: of lhe Inlerlar refer to 
Autaniii RKgt Chrlainiaa Tree Farm 
aa't real «enaiirwtt«n ehow place 
andiecteiaalory.' 
w.".™'J*"' •''« time IR 
WaUry lha I tree* have beta ffalheied 

!L^S'"'?l!?,"'"lP "Ine to be 
"«« In Ulf IWI«n»l Pijeant nt 

Hid 'Mr, d i iWr. 'My 
fajnijr la very bonored Md flattered 
to nave been chaaait to tunpiy |i> 
ireca, J'lr altl 1» diibellof, .'^'^' 
», vf* planted by the 
Nalhnal Ceal Aa»MUtlDn through 

aymtator haw Kctaimed eaanrilnloe 
land ean be r«tiirnnl to prodnett'c 

Ltufituiuceiiuiujiojihe piibuii 
J]|«iJj]e_f]i£hce car~be 

. • -'ttiver cwl'MdlfiiiiLiiiri 
PMi_mtQ preaueitw fiae." aald Eari 

vlJeVIBiara Oie dectilon WJI mad* 
le gel tbe treea freni Bhaffet^ term, 
» was Intporlani to make ave thai 
iJie Ireaa wereatt unll)rin In type and 
ali«. 

^̂ 1 first time in 
frnt°7 ^̂ f h«ve been gathered 

f *S 'ecla med strip mine to be used 
m the National Pageant ol Peace.*' 

Ine, In Oamber. ftia Inicreat tn Uie 
alrlp mine itema Ihun dilng ten. 
aervillon wrk there, "Vnt atwave 
been Interciled In eonaenrition »d 
my buaineaahaa completed S30 em. 
•ervillon jrojacta In Maryland, 
V i r i t n J a . D e l i w a t e and 
Pennityvanta," he irided. 

« « . „ „ Clieaapetka ConacrvaiLon 
- u a r y S h a f f e r SeryJee ine. h»a eonalruelcd malon 

In IhoMet, trieswer»piirchaied 
ffcm local nuraerin for Uio diaplay," 
he said, "Th€ Nattanal e i ; ] 
AencJaUcn probably Jiadtbe orlflnal 
doa, to praraole aurlace :oal jntilnA 

Mnd tor clhcr produelJw uaee and 

HouM 
Mr. fiharfor'a treea will aurmiiiii 

Ine NAllonnl Chitalmat Tree. The 
elrf^e of jrcena la known aa the 
Pathway If Peaie. Th« M an all 
fico:eh Ptre. WhKe Pint and Ited 
Pln« treat, rcprcienl the M atatea, 
hepjetrtet of Columbia a.id the O.B! 

terntorlea. He jup.illcd a ;oU I ot l » 
Ireie, wllh tho rematnlni 13 bdriA 
iiaec to deeorale areund lie etilite 
area. 

The treea have already been 
Plant^ iroundlhe BUIpae In rrmt of 
lhe Wh te Howe, arnrdtntf to Kr, 
ihalfer My lamfty and l"wer, at 
me Planting ceiemony Iwo weika ajio 
md we hetpec Manuel LuJ<n Jr.. 
U,fi. Sefjelary of the InterJor plant 
tfie Nral iree." 

The Btuffer family wf I alaoinirtted 
1 araieh flrat Udy Barbara Buah 

on the Haltonal 
Chrlatinia Trae al laal vwek'a 

forplctuie* HTith Mrs, Duah. 
-(?k-5!?'"*v!" 'nd owner 
o( CheaafKiake Ctinaorvxtion ServJee 

7 I Mure J rrviiDn 
contr»l and welUnda nUlMlltn 
•tr i iaurea on Autumn Hldge 
Chritlmaa Tiree PlarlalJon. Ualns J-a 
e«per:lae Jo Uieta treaa, lhe com-
paiw laid drain lleldt, coripCoted the 
airadlex and top atfttng md eog. 
ftnietgd sravel roadi, 

Accerdrns to Hr, Shaffer, there 
was *re(pr«vergra«lhand «ceda b 
bt moved, atiee the land laid Jdta fer 
many yeare. "Tlio toll wu on tha 
poor tide, taut thal'a goej whea 
grwrJng Chrlitmaa treea," aald. 
The poorer soil alcwed down thr 

growth of Inos which cauied ih» 
treea le bo fuller," 

The ihaffer'a are phnntng to plani 
•n additional ao,000 trees In the 
4prlAg,>fi»t and tm. 

Th)t year'e Paienntof Peaic, wllti 
the (heme *'D7«eevery," le co-
•pomaied by ChrJetnnna Pageant cf 
Peaeo Ine. headed by Waihlngion 

Vhi Nailenal Ptik Service, the i>,c, 
p l f t l ^ T ^ ^ ' necrcation and 

.'£S Qnefer WaaWegion 
Oeard c Tirade and the Washinglon 
Ccnrntha and VJattora Asiocliiion. 

n t Uieme emphMtoet the lay of 
itirning, expbritten and aadafac-
ttm of dheaverlng new friendt and 
P"ii«.««ordlrj to Mr. Riley. 

"The Chrialmii tre» are f lwn 

halUayc,"Mr. Blmfferaild. 

pmlle land «t tfii eoiiiplMion o'tlTc 
'TS'"* .'.'J'"?? the 

Uayc,"Mr. Blmfferaild. 
':tie trtea weie iteccraied with 

mnattd ornamentt made of hraat, 
^ ! ! . ^ ' ' J ' * * * ' * * ^ ' I»»per 
dried floirera, fabric and Vhor 
milerlnla unique to the reglor or 
elate Ihey repreaenl, 

The flhriitmaa tee eeramonlei by 
praaldenU and vke prtatlenta IJ an 
unlifoken IradtUen, a.arled oii 
Chrlitniaa B n la i n i by Cavin 
Cotftdgo who III OM Chrlitmas tree 
on be While Houaa aoulh lawn, 

Tito dieplav will officially o)en 
*" IghC - - Illy < 

Nal wllh Ihe IjiiilnR of Ikr n^, 
Chrahnaa Tree on Thuriday, vtc. 
13.7he Chifstmai Pageant of Peace 
will continue from i lo 9 p.m. DIH: li 
through a ind Dec, se lhr>ugh tti. 

! 
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Maty Bi& n d Omey Shaffer, 
•tmdfiig, of SykMvyfê  along 
•with their soaa. Spaustt, back 
and Tajrlor, firoDt. take a look ttt 
one of the 100 CIiiistma$ t>«es 
they grew tlmt ara bwtag UEad in 
the Pageant of Peace. 

Scafl photo trSmm fa 


