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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASH! NGTON 

June 24, 1993 

The Honorable Charles E. Schumer 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Congressman Schumer: 

Thank you f o r c o n t a c t i n g me regarding your thoughts on 
performing an Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on the Gowanus 
and o t h e r expressways i n your d i s t r i c t . I t was good t o hear from 
you. 

As you know, I share President Clinton's and Vice President 
Gore's commitment t o the preservation of our g l o b a l environment 
i n a way t h a t leads t o strong and sustainable economic growth. I 
appreciate l e a r n i n g your concerns about the environmental impacts 
of the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Gowanus Expressway. However, the 
O f f i c e on Environmental P o l i c y has not assumed the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 
f o r e v a l u a t i n g an EIS from the Council on Environmental Q u a l i t y . 
The j u r i s d i c t i o n f o r these impact statements s t i l l l i e s w i t h the 
CEQ. However, please note t h a t does not perform EIS's, but 
evaluates those already completed by the agency of j u r i s d i c t i o n . 

Again, thank you f o r your i n t e r e s t i n t h i s matter, and 
please l e t me know i f I can be of f u r t h e r assistance. 

Sincer 

/ 
Kathleen/A. McGint 
Director/, White House O f f i c e on 
Envirorunental P o l i c y 

KAM/avl 
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June 15, 1993 

Ms. Kat i e McGinty 
D i r e c t o r 
O f f i c e on Environmental P o l i c y 
360 Old Executive O f f i c e B u i l d i n g 
Washington, D.C. 20501 

Dear Ms. McGinty; 

RE: SM 60388 

I t has come t o my a t t e n t i o n t h a t the Gowanus Expressway 
Community C o a l i t i o n has requested t h a t your o f f i c e perform an 
Environmental Impact Statement f o r several areas i n Brooklyn. 
I cannot o v e r s t a t e my support f o r t h e i r request. 

The Gowanus Expressway, the Prospect Expressway, the 
ca n t i l e v e r e d s t r u c t u r e p o r t i o n of the BQE and the A t l a n t i c 
Avenue Overpass are a l l scheduled t o undergo r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

The environmental impact of these p r o j e c t s could be 
monumental t o the l o c a l r e s i d e n t s . I j o i n w i t h my c o n s t i t u ­
ents i n i m p l o r i n g you t o undertake t h i s study. 

Thank you f o r your cooperation and I look forward t o 
your r e p l y using the above noted reference number. 

Charles E. Schumer 
Member of Congress 

CES/smv 
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