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A p r i l 2 2 , 1993 FACSIMILE 
JAMES T. eRUC£ a {sos> 4as-rata 

Kathleen McGinty 
Deputy Assistant to the President 

for Environmental Policy 
Office of Environmental policy 
The White House 
Washington, D.c. 20550 

Dear Katie: 

As you know from my prior letters, the Agricultural Export 
Alliance, whom my partner Michael Zacharia and I represent, ia 
intensely interested in the ultimate outcome of the Forest 
Conference as i t relates to agricultural exports. We support the 
President's position on opposing any ban on private log exports. 
We expressed that support in the attached ad which ran in Ths. 
WABhinaton Poat and The Oregonian the day before the Forest 
Conference began. Also enclosed is the letter we sent the 
President on this subject and a l i s t of our member groups. 

Our mamhars look to the Alliance to represent them on this 
important issue. Tha White House press release of April 14, 
specifically indicates that "Log exports/<T!iporta» ia ar> issue for 
the Administration. Therefore, I would appreciate very much i f 
Michael and I could schedule an appointment to meet with you at 
your convenience in the next several days. We want to help the 
President and hie Adminietration on this issue, A short meeting 
with you would greatly facilitate our efforts. 

1 con be reached at 828-7552. We look forward to meeting with 
you. 

Best regards, eqaras, 

Jaaies T. Bruce 

EnuloBures 
JTB/lBW 
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March 19, 1993 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

As you and your Administration prepare for the Forest 
Conference in Portland, Oregon, on April 3, 1093, the 
Agricultural Export Alliance ("AEA") wants to make clear its 
strong opposition to any bans, taxes or other restriotione on log 
exports from private lands. The A£A appreciates and supports 
your opposition to a ban on private log exports which you stated 
clearly in Oregon on Septeinber 14, 1992. 

As you can see from the signatures on this letter, 
supporters of the AEA include representatives of millions of 
farmers, ranchers, meat exporters and other members of the 
agricultural community, as well as tree farmers, ports, unions, 
and others involved in agricultural trade. All of these groups 
have Domed to fight taxes or embargoes on privately grown 
agricultural commodities, including logs. We are addressing 
exclusively exports of logs from private lands — log exports 
from public lands (which Includes virtually al l of the old 
growth) are already banned. 

The AEA has stayed out of the debate over the use and 
management of public timber lands, and seeks to remain out of 
that controversy. However, the AEA will aggressively oppose 
efforts to resolve public timber issues with restrictions on 
private log exports. A ban on private log exports would 
eliminate many jobs and would further reduce timber supply by 
discouraging investment in private forestry. America's fanners 
must oppose short-sighted policies that jeopardize their markets, 
further erode their private property rights, and unfairly burden 
private tree farmers with the costs of policies to preserve 
public timberlands. 
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From our perspective, resolution of the public timberlands 
issues alone is a formidable challenge. Dragging the 
agricultural community into a bruising fight over private log 
export restrictions would, unfortunately, make resolution of the 
public timber issues even more difficult and unlikely. We hope 
this fight can be avoided. 

Past governmental efforts to restrict agricultural exports, 
such as President Carter's grain embargo and President Nixon's 
soybean embargo, were public policy failures and disastrous to 
American farmers. We are not willing to be the victims again of 
such misguided restrictions. 

Export restrictions on American agricultural products, 
whether directly through bans or indirectly through taxes, 
undercut the American farmers' image abroad as a reliable 
supplier. As we have learned from past eyport restrictions, 
overseas buyers turn to our trading competitors when they doubt 
our r e l i a b i l i t y . I f neoessary, our customers w i l l also help our 
competitors develop alternative supplies or will turn to 
substitute products. Once this happens, i t is virtually 
impossible for American farmers to regain market share lost by 
the restrictions even after the restrictions are eventually 
lifted. 

Open markets and American agriculture's reputation of 
reliability have led to a slgniricant positive balance in 
agricultural trade. We cannot afford government policies that 
jeopardize our markets, tarnish our reputation of reliability, or 
otherwise damage our ability to sell privately grown commodities 
internationally. For these reasons, the Agricultural Export 
Alliance opposes any proposals to restrict or tax log exports 
from private property. 

He ask for your help in ensuring that tree farmers, and ail 
other farmers, have the ability to sell the commodities they grow 
on their private property to the buyers of their choice. Please 
help keep private log exports out of the debate over the 
management of public timberlands at and after the upcoming forest 
conference in Portland. We have enclosed a briefing book 
explaining the reasons why restrictions or taxes on private log 
exports would be bad public policy. 

,4 
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Please feel free to have your staff contact Michael Zacharia 
(202) 429-7370 or Sharon Fine (202) 828-4999 if you need any 
further assistance. 

Respectfully, 

American Agri women 
American Association of Exporters 
and Importers 

American Association of Port 
Authorities 

American Farm Bureau Federation 
American Forest & Paper Association 
Aaeriean Seed Trade Association 
American Soybean Association 
citizens for a Sound Eoonony 
Fruit Growers supply Company 
International Longshoremen's and 
Warehousemen's Union 

National Association of Stevedores 
National Association of Wheat 
Growers 

National Cattlemen's Association 
National Grain Trade council 
National Grange 
National Pork Producers council 
National Turkey Federation 
National Woodland Owners 
Association 

North American Export Grain 
Association, Inc. 

Northwest Woodland Owners Council 
Northwest Horticultural Council 
Oregon Commodity Coalition 
Oregon Wheat Conmiaeion 
Pacific Rim Trade Association 
Sunkist Growers, Inc. 
Washington Agricultural Export 

Alliance 
Washington Citizens For World Trade 
Women Involved in Farm Economics 
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The Agricultural Export Alliance 
What Is The Agricultural Export Alliance? 

The AaricuJtural txpOrt Alliance is a WasWnglon, D.C.-baseU national tualiiiuu icpicseuUiî i Uic agricultaral 
community, ports, labor, and otHcrs wbo are dcdicaicd lu preseiviu» tlje uwcstrictcd right to «port agncuUural 
commodiEies. 

Tac AEA was fonned in September 19M, after Congrets enacted a \>an on th* fKpnrt nf If̂ fis from mast public 
lands In the western Uflited States and in response to a bill proposing a hnn nn the expert of log* from most pnvate 
lands in the western United States. 

Who Supports The Alms Of The AEA? 

Supporters include the following: 

American Agri Women 

Ajnerlt̂ ac Association of 
Exporters and Importers 

American Association of Port Authorities 

American Farm Bureau Federation 

American Forest A Paper Aisociation 

American Seed Trade Association 

American Soybean Assoclatiuo 

Citizens for a Sound Economy 

Fruit Growers Supply Company 

Intenational Longshoremen's and 
Warehousemen's Union 

National Assodaiiuu uf Stevedores 

National Aisociation of Wheat Cirowers 

National Cattlemen's Association 

National Grange 

What will The A E A Be Doing In 1993? 
The floal of the AEA for 1S»93 Is to continue to defeat any offurts to ban, restrict, or tax private log exports, The 

AEA's^cti&to 19^^^ diluted toward expanding (he coalition, gathering expression, of cppostuon to private 
log export restrictions, and communicating those posiUuus lo Congress and the AdministraUon. 

How Does The AEA Work? 
OisanLuitJonal rcprcscntaUvcs meet regulorly in Washington, D.C. to share information and f ^ « S^^Sy- JJ« 

AEA'. eff^Jr«« «oS«.tal by Michael Zacharia of the WaihinBtcn. D C law firm Wiley, Reta & Fielding on behalf 
J f ^ ^ L g S i a t ^ f o f World Trade. Tie AEA U staffed by Sharon Fine, a former Congressional Staffer. 

How Can I Rnd Out More About The AEA? 
For more Information, nr tn take part in AEA activities, call Michael Zacharia at (202) 429-7370 or Sharon Fine 

(202) 828-4999. 
3/93 

National Pods Producers Council 

Kational Turkey Federation 

National Woodland Owners Association 

North American Export Grain Associadon 

Northwest Woodland Owners Council 

Northwest Horticultural Council 

Oregon Commodity Coalition 

Oregon Wheat Commission 

Pacific Rim Trade Association 

Sunldst Uiowers, Inc. 

Washington Agricultmal Export Alliance 

Waihingtoo Citizens For World Trade 

Women Involved In Farm Economics 
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Mr. President, youte right. 
Mf rr i 'MKli ' i i i . 

Au yiiii trnvrt <;rty.oii to hilliil y»'ur itiinriitim'nt ctumvH! ;i Fort'sl Oxifi'renirr. w*- -AU)] you 
t̂ lHflMi'it. iniiidlLt idi'U'tjiinift''. Sfi1ii1intiRtr)ihAlutt.F.jfl ivv^avNcnliwc^ j^ubilr lorr̂ KU hHV(t«>:iulfHt iiiuA '̂. 
Iniynii hive <r nni([iioop|Mirttmlt.v lu wrî sl nrw aftrrftmcnts, iitui wp wish you wtccr̂ ss. 

\V>it ;i V"ti C;lfn|i;iiBiie(i in Ort̂ flon liLif Spnt*'inb*r. vn'i K;iirl yoti hiippnrf i.hp iir»hl of prtviid' fotvtt 
irtvnrrTi tonuirttpr rh^irtiinlwr w rhf.v.hftofi'v To iht- niotlin, jon snltl Lhetr trtH-s, Lit'y oiytlu Lo 

We mu thp Ai;ri/jiilturul Ksjitirl AJiinV ", .Hijjiportotl hy iiHiijiiiiiiB uf mure Ihuu iW organIzialuivi 
r.'pr*<i»'nt)r\3 nl lHrtn* i.f f»rtn»rs ani l t r * ^ fln'rwcm, vjt wr l l a j lonK*l't jre or lo t i * . piil*ljc p<nUi, oi id 
•.naitlimt ajxl T'lr̂ ŝi ;ii'"rlnris< (>fti|i;iiiios. We iifi[iC'''wiUiyt»iii y)ii*<itiotut|i|>()siiiBn"<)ri< {i(>iisntiprtvrtip 
u g exports, m i so tk) i i ir Amcrifen in^nplc. 

You*n right becen«« everyone wJio flrowB • commodity, whether for ivie Arowiiif{ srnKon or .>n, 
ri '<-fl8theaMii«:iii(.r Uiut . irihryinveKtr inuftltcnnn (inrt monry, they can hurvrst OTAI MJII (heir crop 
U'thebuyorofUn'irchoice. Th;iir:oiistilutional liiirtrrpinnlnflhascnablertihe Ampriranafiriniltupp 
.infl timber incl'jstrips tc build tjvrraeas markets timi ni>* contribute fnvorabte haiances oftradr to thp 
Amoriran rconomy 

YoD'n right b«»Dse agrLriUtDrtI e ipor t «mbcrgoM tlway* buh f l re . Crrttident Nixon'R 
•ioybiMn emhurgouiul PrcKiHentCarloj-Bjiraliirmburgahurt .^tncricimafhr mo.v. And wcnr»cr fLll>' 
rtcovf rnd our mnrket^. Thi* is tmt̂  lull arrauie we know you (iont aspire w join. 

You're right bccAUM ntWtrirtlng rhp r ighu of pr iv«i* t r *« grvwtrs wont solve Cbe public 
fto]W»tdU«niin»uyw4y. Ttir>t>(iiLi,>itir'.usi.r<K'u.'iuii buJuticlnfuisrsnttd vfituosoflhriiati.'>[):iirorr!its 
- Iici;msf ilim'-i iln' ri;!lii. ihlriKin cin.iitHi l̂ or̂ lll«Mll̂ r̂̂ • Liii'i eiumiiti private llmbrr, in tiw rtglit BUUA 
aiid places, Ut savt; ih^ Mtwmitls thai w'.;re built vu llie urombc lhat national fi)rr>.si.-i wrn; im\y lar 
mulrij tp xiso h (In^^on, wlif 4 biliinn tvjarl fe<»t of anniiiU rerlcra! tiinbrr sales are now rojitrlcted 
l»y llttiJi'llcn, Dppcfih or rnnnit-iina rrgnlntior^s, only 2.14 million IxjMrvi fvel (tf primip ilmhpr are 
exporlp<1. No piiblii! loXR run be exportal. 

YouW right boraoH privet* log evport i eupport thoiuuMb of job* ihAt iiiinpl> w^uki rol 
oiJiorwtM e. îst, bo< ;iu>t rt->itriftiorx on private' log i^jqwrts HIU dKrupt export maricfm, rr<(uce 
priviuc harvcsLv aiid Civert btjsiii^ss frum rurui ports. Many rural pen commiiplties wouiri he 
di:Viwtnt-ed by lh<̂  \'.IM nf IOR ̂ 'xpnrt. juh*;. ;int1 wniiW nn( tn* nh)v to repl&cii Ihoro. And a GOtutionto 
the ptihlic timh*f rrwis is twt pitrinsonp timber fomitviytainut annriiw. 

You're right beceuM public policy should eneounge AoMrice^i trM> f u w r e to grow n o r * 
wood, not lea*. .̂ Jorihwont irec Tarmfrs already «H mrmt of their lugK luaJiy. But tlicy need 
a'wnrMif ft thftf. t hrv will f i ^ r.o .leil iheit Itttrvt-ia ii i m oivv morkPt, so tliry ciiT. alford to keep their 
Liiid in rorrsi ,uui irvosl in th(r \ics\. rnr»'st i»nr!ir(»fi tor hurh f)roducliviiy <in:i Droioclioti ol the 
I'r.vlrtnuiMH'.t 

Mr. t'rrsidonl. voii will hr.nr in.'my f Iiilnis inMii.nnv.-. k^cp l.hMi' t.tirmjilUM in niinU. ThcnuLion 
nM<l(i nmi soluiiont* lo thcte verv n';il prohlenis 

We 1 ^ stand i/dth yoiL 
Amencan Firm 3ureiu Federavon • National .fssoclatlon ol Wheat Growew • Amentan Agrt wcmen 

inttmafonai L/>ncshor*m«n'3 md WArchcuseraert s Union • Matlonal Catilemen » Aatociatton 
Amehcan Asaoclatton of Por. Auihorttles • American Forest & Paper Aasoclation 

. American Seed Trade Association • An>erican Soybean Assoctntton • Fruit Gioweri $upp'y Compariy 
N«tlor«J Association of Stevedorn • îdtlcv1al Cranot • NailoriBl Wtndlinri Ownm Awxivtun 

Northwest Woodland Owners Council * Northwest Horticuliural Council • Oregm Commodity Coaltrion 
Oregon Wheat Cammiaslon • Pactftc Rim Trarî  A^wtatlw * Wuhln^ion AghcultunI Export AlUancv 

Washin^on Citizens ity U/ortd Trade * Women involved In Fann Economics 

The Agricultural Export Alliance 


