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TO: HAROLD ICKES 
DOUG SOSNIK 
ALEXIS HERMAH 

FR: M!NYON MOORE 

OT: 7/5/95 

RE: .AT'rACHED PROPOSAL 
~~~~~--------------------·--·~~----------------------~~-------------
---·-----~-~~~~-~-~~~~-------------~--~~~---~~-------------~~~----~~ 

Please review th11 attachE~d proposal and provide me with your 
thoughts. Please keep in mind, the proposal is in conceptual 
sta~Jes and several details will need to be worked out. 

As )'Oll will see, this proposal provides an excellent opportunity to 
coJma.e·mo:i.-ate some very hi!:;toric voting riqhts anniversaries taking 
plac~e ln 1995. It will also qive us the opportunity to be 
prmlctive during .a time '«hen most of our tnajor constituents are 
feelin1

; a negative backlalsh from the Suprelne court. 

I hav1a. :floated the! concept to a few people and I am getting qreat 
feedb.1.::~!t. Your iriput and advice could be critical to the success 
of t:h1e project if we werEt to move on it. In addition, the support 
of the White House would certainly generate a favorable response 
from :?:i:-1esident Mandela. 

I will be on trav·el Thursday and Friday of this week and can be 
reach•ad by pager .if you wc~uld like to discuss this further. My 
pager n·umber is l 800 sky gram Pin #1202694. Greg Moore on my 
staff r:an also walk throu1gh the details of the proposal. Greq can 
be i:·ei!•::hed at (202) 488·-·5060. 

cc: Gt·E~9 Moore 
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F'IIBSIDENT Bll.L CLINTON & PRESIDENT NELSON MANDELA 
SALUTE THE RIGHT TO VOTE 

TO: Chairman Don Fowler 

FR: Minyon Moore 
Gre1 Moore 
Alison McLaurin 
Cheryl Kelly · 
Vkki Wilcher 

DT: June 30, 1995 

RE: August Voting Rights and :Registration Kick off Event 

The folkwing is our proposal for the }~ugust events to commemorate the historic Voting Rights 
Anniversa.Jies taking place in 1995. TI1e date options that we would like to consider for this day 
of acitivities are: August 24, 25, oll' 28th. Members of Congress will still be home in there 
distrilct s~nd it would give~ them th1e: OJiJportunity to do town hall meetings around the rmale 
with Pl'esident Clinton a.nd President Mandela. 

** 

** 

** 
** 

J\.1(arcb 30, 1995 • 125th Anniversary of the 15th amendment to the constitution 
·which granted tbe right to vote to African Americans for the first time. 

A.111~st 6, 1995 • 30th Annivell'sary of the voting rights act of 1965, dismantling Jim 
Crow voting schemes throughout the south and the nation. 

Auipist 26, 1995 - 15th Anniv·ersary of the 19th amendment which granted women 
th.e right to vote. 

Ailltiusi 28, 1995 • 32nd Armhrersary of the March on Washington 

TJu~ 20th Anniversary of the Jlli-lingual provisions of the Voting Rights Act 

This day Icing series of events will lb1e multi-racial and involve the leadership of our base voter 
constitui~ncy groups (African American, Latino, Women and Asian Pacific). The campaign 
divisil()n will collaborate with the voting rights/civil rights community to commemorate this 
event.. 
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A SALUTE TO TIIE RIGHT TO VOTE 
(A Day of Commemoration) 

A.. Civil Rights/Voting Rights Leadenhip Luncheon 
(DNC Political Briefing) 

MayFlowe:r Hotel 
12:00 • 1 ::30 JPM 

~~O. 563 P003/006 

This wi!ll be a briefing by the DNC to the voting rights, civil rights, labor organizations, and 
commun.ity activists. The briefing will cover issues relating to redistricting, updates on motor 
voter- eJlforcement and voter registration targets for the 1995 and 1996 elections. 

Key Featured Speakers: Chainnen Donald Fowler, Chris Dodd 

B. 1be Voting Rights Act 30 years Later: Where Do We Go From Here? 
2 Panels 90 Minutes Each 

Time: 1:30 to 4:00 PM 
PANEi., # 1 
Leading Voting Rights and Civil RJlght:s Experts analyze the Miller vs. Johnson Supreme Court 
Decision and its impact on the 1996 elections and the future of African American and Latino 
political power. 

Key Featured Speakers: 
Elaine fon:s or Ted Shaw: NAACP LDF 
Joe Sandler, DNC legal counsel 
Frank ParJcer: Columbia School of law 
Barbara Arnwine: Lawyers Committee for Civil Rights Under Law 
MADFEJF: Legal Counsell 
Wade~ Henderson, NAACP 
Laughlin McDonald: ACI...U 
Selwin Carter; Southern Regional Council 

PANEl.,/12 
Motor Vot1~r and Voter Registration: Analysis of first two quarters after enactment and strategies 
for nlln··complying states. 

Key Featured Speakers: 
Sonia Jarvis, Esq., George Washington University 
James F'erguson, National Coalition on Black Voter Participation 
Richard Cloward, Human Serve 
President, League of Women Voters 
Antonio Hernandez, Southwest Voter 
Eddie Hail1:s, NAACP 
Rlcky Siedman, ROCK THE VOTE 
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4:00 P .. M:. DEPART FOR WHfl'E HOUSE 

4:30 P...l\lf, WHITE HOUSE BRIEFINGS 

Hillary Rcldham Clinton {Women'!I Suffurage movement) 
Harold Ickes 
Alexis He:nnan 
Chris E:.dluy 
Doug S.osn.ik 
George Stl~honpanlous 

N0.563 P004/006 

C. President Clinto11/ltresident Nelson Mandela Regional Simulcast 
6:30 ·· 8::30 PM 

A climaJC to the White House briefing will be an address by the President of the United States 
Bill ClintCtn which will be simulcas:t ti) 5-10 targeted cities. The day's activities will culminate 
at tlm \Vbite House with :a simulcast with President Clinton and President Mandela. 

President Clinton and President :Mandela will address the issue of strong enforcement of 
voting 1ights and the importance of excercising your right to voce. The actual simulcast would 
last apprm~imately 30-45 minutes arid would be broadcast to audiences in the designated cities 
across th1~ nation. 

A 10 city satellite/fiber o·ptic hook:-·up in addition to one international with interaction is our 
goal, re·spf:ctive of cost. The "Fac:es ·of Civil\ Voting Rights," will join President Clinton via 
satellite. Cities to include Atlanta'.s King Center (Rep. John Lewis and Rep. Cynthja 
McKilnr.1ey); Newark, NJ (Rep. DoI1ald Payne); Los Angeles (Rep. Maxine Waters); Detroit 
(Rep. Jolrn Conyers); New Orleans; Chicago ("Rep. Luis Gutierrez) and Washington, DC, and 
President Nelson Mandela1, South Africa. 

A SALUTE TO THE R1GHT TO VOTE 
Comm1~moratin1~ A Year Of Anniversaries 

Rationa,I•! ror DNC registration kilck··ofT sites and presidential simulcast. 

Joha11n1!'!:burg, South Africa: Site e>f the most dramatic democratic political reform movement 
in mc1dt::l'lrl times. It's also the site of the abolishment of apartheid and the election of ANC 
Leader 11/t.?l;wn Mandela as Preside1U' oftbe new South Africa. Pre:!iident Mandela will be linked 
via simulc:ast to address th1e gathering of Civil Rights, voting rights aud labor organizations and 
activi:its, He will 'be asked to lend his voice in support of our voting rights struggle. 
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Atlantll1• Georgia: This site was chos1'n due to the recent landmark voting rights decision which 
overturned Rep. Cynthia McKinney's district. It is also the southern headquarters of the ci vii 
rights movement, the King Center and the Southern Christian leadership Conference. Atlanta 
is ah:o the site of one of the Southe:m Urban Empowerment Zones and an important U.S. Senate 
race in 1996. 

Los Anueles, California is the sit1e- of one of the most important voter registration projects, a 
joint vot·er registration program thalt is: a historic pannership between Southwest Voter, the LA 
County Supervisor and l>NC member Gloria Molina and the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service., (CNS). The drive is beir14g c:oordinated in an area of the nation that has one of the 
largest concentrations of Latino, Afri1~an American, and Asian Pacific voters. It is also a A 
.M!J.s.J;.J~in state for the '96 Clinton Gore rc:~election effort. In addition, Congresswoman 
Maxi.Di? VVaters has been at the fore:front of voter registration drives in South Central Los 
Angf:le:~. 

Newarl!C.1 New Jersey, is the site of crucial state legislative races where the African American 
and Latino vote will play an importmt role. It is home district of Rep. Donald Payne, Chairman 
of the Congressional Blac:k Caucus. It is also a targeted Senate Race in 1996. 

New Orlleans is the site of the 1995 DNC meeting, the location of a critic& 1995 statewide 
goveimor,~. race, and the location of the DNC fall GOTV Training. Louisiana is also the home 
state of l~1:p. Cleo Fields of Baton Rouge. Rep. Fields' district was the recent target of the 
second Supreme Court redistricting ruling. New Orie.ans is also the home of Mayor Marc 
},forial, a ;prominent voting rights a11omey who was elected Mayor of New Orleans. Louisiana 
is also a state with an o~:n senate irac(i in 1996. 

Detroit, l\fichigan Is home of champions of the civil rights movement: Rosa Parks who 
sparked the' Montgomery Bus Boycott, Walter Ruether, fonner president of the UAW, a civil 
rights. lecid-er, Viola Louit.D, an Itallian American Detroit housewife who was murdered while 
volunteerir1g in the 1965 March from S1~lma to Montgomery, and Representative John Conyers, 
Jr. one ·o:r1he original sponsors of ttu;! Voting Right Act of 1965, and the longest serving African 
Americat1

• Congressman in U.S. History. Detroit is also the recipient of the Empowennent 
Zone .. MicMgan is site of one of th1e: 1996 U.S. Senate Contest. 

POSS.IBJ..E. ADDmONAL SUES: 

Jackso111, 1'rfissis.sippi: Home of Martyred Voting Rights leader Medgar Evers, Field Secretary 
of the: NAACP, who was assassinatt-..d in 1963 while organizing a voter registration Drive. It 
is alsc1 the home of the Ch~rirman of the NAACP, Merlye Even-Williams, the widow of Medger 
Evers. flA:is;issippi is the site of one of the most important Gubernatorial races. Governor Kirk 
Fordk~e, a :;taunch conservative Republican who have vowe.d to repeal the Voting Rights Act is 
being chal11:!!nged by Misstssippi Secretary of State Dick Molpus, A Democrat who has led the 
fight l:o 1!nforcement of th€: motor voter law. Mississippi is also site for a Senate race in 1996. 
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Ridamon1~, Virginia: site of the other 1995 legislative race taking place in both chambers. It 
is abo the site of major challenge to the Motor Voter act by Republican Governor George Allen. 
Gov,emCtr Allen vetoed 1he act that was passed by a Democratic House and Senate and that 
pass~ed in a popular referendum. R.~p,.esentative Bobby Scou, who will direct the DNC's Voter 
Registration statewide efforts is om~ of the districts threatened by the Supreme Court Decision. 

Phil:!ldeJpbia, Pennsylva.nia Site of a major Mayoral contest in Philadelphia. It is the site of 
the latt::s:t Mate to comply with the rrsottlr voter bill after resistance of from Republican Governor 
Tom Ridge. It is also one the highest concentrations of voters who have been purge from the 
rolls p~rior to their enactment on June 1, 1995. Philadelphia Elections Commissioner Alex 
Talmcufge and Representative ChaktJ? Fattah will coordinate a DNC designed model voter 
registn:ltion project progr.arn through the "Philadelphia Political Empowerment Zone". (PEZ). 

San Francisco, California is the !lite: of one of the most closely watched Mayoral contests in 
the nation. It is also the~ site of the major grassroots campaign to register public housing 
residents. Titls is one of the non-complying states that is refusing to implement the motor voter 

· bill. The failure to enact the motor votc~r bill will deny over 4 million California voters the right 
to vote in the November 96 electfons.. San Francisco is represented by Rep. Nancy Pelosi, a 
leadi1ng Yoice for women in the U.S. Congress. 

New Y1t>rk, New York tbd: 

The 1follo\l11ing is the Collmnunications Component: 

The simukast will be opened by both chairs of the DNC Chairman Fowler and Sen. Christopher 
Dodd who will introduce the POTUS. President Clinton will be joined by Rosa Parks and other 
people of note from the base vote c1Jmmunity (Latino, women, Asian Pacific American and the 
disablec:ll). From ea.ch location thc~re will be a press conference to coincide with the press 
conferenc:e in Washington. At each location, we should have a representative from ea.ch base 
vote group in the simulcast cities. · 

Press releases will be sent to both specialty media as well as mainstream media asking them to 
cover the event, tailoring the press relc:ases so they can be used in our simulcast cities. The 5 
to 10-city simulcast will be the dra~wing card in getting press and Democratic local elected 
officials. Press packets containing historical infonnation pertinent to all three anniversary dates 
and cun·enit voter registration information (number of unregistered voters in tirgeted states), 
motor v1:>1:e:r, etc. will be put togeth1::r. 

The c1:>st is $2,500 per site for satellite hook-up. The cost will be higher if we have interaction. 
There is no estimate on the international cost ar this time. 
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Message:~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

George - Here is an updated letter to my earlier request of July 11 for The President to attend a 
church service with me In Georgia. I believe that August 6 would be a preferable Sunday for 
him to do this. I look forward to hearing from you soon • ~-:,, 



CYNTHIA A. McKINNEY 
11Tl'I OIS'lllCT, ClEOFl®I 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

ri 124 ~ SUIUllNG 
WASHIHGTO.., DC 21l615 

1202> 225-lf!OS 

COMMITTEE ON AGRICUL TURe 
DE•AllT~ENT OPE•A TIONS. NuH•T•ON. 

.>ND FOllEl<IH ACIRICULl\IRE 

COMMITTEE ON INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

INTl~NATIONAI. °jllfY ~~"l"S 
C!tD11gt£BB of tbt Bnmb &mks 

11.ouBt of &rpnsmtatiuts 
mu4ingtau, IC!t ZDS15-1Dll 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 
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AUGUST A, GA 30901 
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I know of your commitment to the Voting Rights Act as well as your concern 
about the recent Supreme Court decision on Redistricting. As a follow-up to my 
original letter dated July 11, I believe that it is critical to the political future of 
this country that your leadership on protecting the Voting Rights Act is 
highlighted on August 6, the 30th anniversary of this historic legislation. 

We have come a long way, Mr. President, from the South of our childhoods. 
However, what we do not want is to go back.wards, and the Supreme Court's 
Redistricting decision is a brutal assault on the dreams of Dr. King and an 
apostasy to the hopes for the future that his efforts promised all Americans. 

I believe that this decision is a turning point for America's political land.scape 
and we must not allow it to be a watershed for what most Americans desire - a 
colorblind society. Mr. President, Georgia is an important state for you. In the 
1992 election you won three of Georgia's eleven districts which were all 
minority-populated districts. These three districts helped you carry the State! 
Georgia can serve as a pivatol venue for you to reassure your supporters that 
your leadership will be a vehicle to protect and respect the Voting Rights Act 

In my earlier letter, I requested that you join me for a church service in Georgia 
in September. The request still remains, but I now propose that you do this on 
Sunday, August 6 in order to take advantage of the convergence of the 30th 
Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act and the Supreme Court's Redistricting 
decision. There would be no better symbol for your Georgia's supporters than to 
recommit your support to 30 years of the Voting Rights Act on the steps of the 
Martin Luther King Jr. Center culminated by attending a church service with no 
less than S,000 people to hear your message. 

McKinney 
r of Congress 



FROM 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
WASHINGTON. D.C. 

June 29, 1995 

Ruby for Alexis Herman 
Attached is the research from the 

Law Library in follow-up to Christopher's 
note this morning. ,, 

THAN 
Shar for Chris Edley 
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people of Selma and the other cities of the 
Nation must still live and work together. 
And when the attention of the Nation has 
gone elsewhere they must try to heal the 
wounds and to build a new community. 

This cannot be easily done on a battle­
ground of violence, as the history of the 
South itself shows. It is in recognition of 
this that men of both races have shown such 
an outstandingly impressive responsibility 
in recent days-last Tuesday, again today. 

JUGHTS MUST BB OPJl'OllTUNITIES 

The bill that I am presenting to you will 
be known as a civil rights bill But, in a 
laigcr sense, most of the program I am rec­
ommending is a civil rights program. Its 
object is to open the city of hope to all people 

of all races. 
Because all Americans just must have the 

right to vote. And we arc going to give 
them that right. 

All Americans must have the privileges 
of citizenship regardless of race. And they 
arc going to have those privileges of citizen­
ship regardless of race. 

But I would like to caution you and re­
mind you that to exercise these privileges 
takes mUch more than just legal right. It 

. rcquiics a trained mind and a healthy body. 
It requires a decent home, and the chance 
to find a job, and the opportunity to escape 
from the clutches of poverty. 

Of counc, people cannot contribute to the 
Nation if they arc never taught to read or 
write, if their bodies arc stunted from hun­
ger, if their sickness goes untended, if their 
life is spent in hopeless poverty just drawing 
a welfare check. 

So we want to open the gates to oppor­
tunity. But we arc also going to give all 
our people, black and white, the help that 
they need to walk through those gates. 

THE PURPOSE OP THIS OOVEBlD4ENT ~f _:'.:~ 
My first job after college was as a tea~· ).lf 

. tulla ... . mall M . Am ~­m Co , .. ex., m a s CJJcan- er-. ·:;;ir 
ican school. Few of them could speak Eng- \_ :f 
lish, and I couldn't speak much Spanish. </ 
My students weie poor and they often came \!2} 
to class without breakfast, hungry. They .':~: 
knew even in their youth the pain of prcj- .·n 
udicc. They never seemed to know why··>;.~'. 
people disliked them. But they knew it wu .:;~i{ 
so, bc:causc I saw it in their eyes. I oftaa ·~:·~ 
walked home late in the afternoon, after the·~;.::: 
.1 •• - "--! bed, ....!.L!- th .J . 
~ were lllllS wuwug ere was ··i-,· 

more that I could do. But all I knew was '\ · · 
to teach them the litdc that I knew, hoping ·'t 
that it might help them against the har~ :~~ , 
ships that lay ahead. . i;;\ 

Somehow you never forget what povcny"::~­
and hatred can do when you sec its scars oi( ,L 
the hopeful face of a young child. · ·i:::'P.~-

1 never thought then, in 19:zS. that I would ·1·:. 
be standing here in 1965. It never even OC:",i 
curred to me in my fondest dreams that I y;, · 
might have the chance to help the sons and··.'.~~ 
daughters of those students and to help pco:'_:v? 

.. . ..._(•',~ .. ~ 
pie like them all over this country. ~:: 

But now I do have that chance-and nI .. ~ • · 
(ct you in OD a secret-I mean to USC it. And ,,'.•f 
I ho~ ~t you ~use it with me. '"'.:~ 

This u the richest and most powerful ,: 
country which ever occupied the globc..{'f 
The might of past cmpircS is little com~ < 
to ours. But I do not want to be the Prcsi- :~ ' 
dent who built empires, or sought grandeur,''.:~: 

edd 
. . ..,.,, 

or extend OIIlllllOD. ·~~'. 
I want to be the President who educated 'J: 

young children to the wonders of their';il! 
world. I want to be the President w~:'J.l;_ 
helped to feed the hungry and to prepare, 
them to be tupaycrs instead of taxcatcrs. .. 

I \vant to be the President who helped me: 
poor to find their own way and who pCO::-
tectcd the right of every citizen to vote in· 

Lyndon B. f ohnson, Ig65 Mar. 15 [1o8J 
every election. 

I want to be the President who hdpcd to 
end haucd among his fellow men and who 
promoted love among the people of all races 
and all regions and all panics. 

I want to be the President who helped to 
end war among the brothers of this earth. 

And so at the request of your beloved 
Speaker and the Senator from Montana; the 
majority leader, the Senator from Illinois; 
the minority leader, Mr. McCulloch, and 
other Mcmbcn of both parties, I came here 

. tonight-not as President Roosevelt came 
down one time in person to veto a bonus 
bill, not as President Truman came down 
one time to urge the passage of a railroad 
bill-but I came down here to ask you to 
share this wk with me and to share it with 
the people that we both work for. I want 
this to be the Congress, Republieans and 
Democrats alike, which did all these things 

for all these people. 
Beyond this great chamber, out yandcr 

in 50 Stares, arc the people that we serve. 
Who can tell what deep and unspoken hopes 
arc in their hearts tonight as they sit there 
and listen. W c all can guess, from our own 
lives, how difficult they often find their own 
pursuit of happiness, how many problems 
each little family has. They look most of all 
to themselves for their futures. But I think 
mat they also look to each of us. 

Above the pyramid on the great seal of the 
United Stares it says-in Latin-"God has 
favored our undertaking." 

God will not favor everything that wc do. 
It is rather our duty to divine His will. But 
I cannot help believing that He truly under­
stands and that He really favors the under­
taking that WC begin hczc tonight. 

llU'B: 'I1ae addras wu broadcuc nationally. 
Sec :Wo ltam 108, 109, 409· 

108 Special Message to the Congrcu on the Right To Vote. 
March 15, 1965 

To the Con~ss of the United Slllks: 
In this same month ninety-five ycan ago-­

on March 30, I 87o--the Constitution of the 
United States was amended for the fifteenth 
time to guarantee that no citizen of our land 
should be denied the right to vote because 
of race or color. 

The command of the Fifteenth Amend­
ment is unequivocal and its equal force upon 
State Governments and the Federal Govern­
ment is unarguable. 

Section I of this Amendment provides: 
The right of citizens of the United Stares to 
"otc shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any Stare on account 
of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude. 

By the oath I have taken "to preserve, 
protect and defend the Constitution of the 
United Stares," duty directs-and strong 
personal conviction impels-that I advise the 
Congress that action is necessary, and neces­
sary now, if the Constitution is to be upheld 
and the rights of all citizens arc not to be 
mocked, abused and denied. 

I must regretfully report to the Congress 
the following facts: 

1. That the Fifteenth Amendment of our 
Constitution is today being systematically 
and willfully circumvented in certain State 
and local jurisdictions of our Nation. 

2.. That representatives of such State and 
local governments acting "under the color 
of law," arc denying American citizens the 
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right to vote on the sole basis of race or color. 
3. That, as a result of these practices, in 

some areas of our country today ·no signifi­
cant number of American citiuns of the 
Negro race can be rcgisrucd to vote curpt 
upon the intervention and order of a Federal 
Court. 

4. That the remedies available under law 
to citizens thus denied their Constitutional 
rightt-and the authority presently available 
to the Federal Government to act in their 
behalf-arc dearly inadequate. 

5. That the denial of these rights and the 
frustration of cB'orts to obtain meaningful 
relief from such denial without undue delay 
is c:ontrih.uting to the creation of conditions 
which arc both inimical to our domestic or­
der and tranquillity and incompatible with 
the standards of equal justice and individual 
dignity on which our society stands. 

I am, therefore, calling upon the Congress 
to discharge the duty authorized in Section :a 
of the Fifteenth Amendment "to enforce this 
Article by appropriate legislation." 

I. 

It could never be a welcome duty for any 
President to place before Congress such a 
report_ of the williul failure and idusal of 
public officials to honor, respect and abide 
by any provision of the Constitution of the 
United Sta!CS. It is especially iepugnant to 
report such disregard directed against the 
Fifteenth Amendment by officials at the State 
and local levels. 

The essence of our American tradition of 
State and local governments is the belief ex­
pressed by Thomas Jdlcrson that Govern­
ment is best which is closest to the people. 
Yet that belief is betrayed by those State and 
local officials who engage in denying the 
right of citizens to vote. Their actions serve 

:z88 

· only to assure that their State gover 
and local governments shall be remote buin 
the people, least representative of the people'1 · 
will and least responsive to the people'1 
wishes. ·,; 

If there were no other reasons, die : 
strengthening and protection of the vital rale 
of State and local governments would be. 
reasons enough to act against the denial of . ' 
the right to vote for any of our citizens. • 1' 

But then: arc other rasom to act-dear, 
compelling and present reasons. ·.if 

1. The challenge now presented is maft 
than a challenge to our Constitution-it ii a 
blatant affront to the c:onscicnce of this p 
cration of Americans. Discrimination based 
on race or color ii reprehensible and intoler~ 
able ti:> the great American majority. fa 
every national forum, where they haw 
chosen to test populu sentiment, dcfcndeQ 
of discrimination have met .resounding rcjco. 
tion. A,mcricans now arc not willing thlt 
the acid of the few sball be allowed to cor-· 
rode the souls of the many. 1 t. 

The Congress, the Courts, and the Eza:u. 
tivc. acting together in dear rapomc to die. 
will of the people and the mandate of die 
Comtitution, have achieved more progresa~.--­
tbward equality of rights in recent years tlwa :~ . 
in all the years gone before. This tide will . · . 
not be turned. The purpmcful many need 
not and will not bow to the willful kw. . \ 

:a. In our system, the fust right and molt,~, 
vital of all our rights is the right to vue. ~'lt :~ 
Jefferson described the elective franchise • · 
"the ark of our safety... It is from the cur· 
cise of this right that the guarantee of aD 
our other rights flows. .· 

Unless the right to vote be secure and. 
undenicd, all other rights arc imecurc and_ 
subject to denial for all our citizens. 'The . 
challenge to this right is a challenge ID. 

America itself. We must meet this ch»-
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!cage as dccisivdy u we would meet a 
challenge mounted against our land from 
enemies abroad. 

3. In the world, America IIaDds for~d 
works for-die right of all men to govern 
themselves through free, uninhibited deer 
tions. An ink bottle broken apinst an 
American Embassy, a fire set in an Ameri­
can library, an insult committed against our 
American flag, anywhere in the world, doe1 
far less injury to our country and our cause 
than the discriminatory denial of the right 

0£ any American citizen at bomc to vote on 
the basis of race or color. 
- The issue prescntcd by the present chal­

lenge to our Constitution and our conscience 
uamcends lcgalism, although it docs not 
uansccnd the law itself. We arc challenged 
to demonstrate that there arc no sanctuaries 
within our law for those who flaunt it. We 
are challenged, also, to demonstrate by our 
prompt, fitting and adequate response now 
that the hope of our system is not force. not 

arms, not the might of militia or manha1-
but the law itself. 

u. 

The problem. of discriminatory denial of 
the right to vote has been with us ever since 
colonial times. 

The test of real propcny ownership was 
univcrsa.1 among the colon.ies and religious 
qualifications were numerous. Ra£e, color, 
sex, age, employment and residence were all 
used as the basis for qualifying Vota1. Such 
restrictions continued to Bqurish UDODg the 
States even after formation of the Union. 

The 6rst literacy tcsa were legislated in 
Northern States in an effort to adudc im­
migranu--especially lrisb-&om the fran­
chise. When the F'tftccnth Amendment 
was adopted, there were only six States 

which had never discriminated against vot­
ing by Negroes. 

If discrimination bu been a prevalent 
pracria: in our history of voting rights, the 
struggle against discrimination has been our 
consistent purpose generation after genera­
tion. 

Since the adoption of the Bill of Rights, no 
other right has been strengthened and forti­
fied so often by Constitutional Amendment 
as the right to voce. & early as 1804--and 
as recently as 1¢4-die Constitution of the 
United States has been amended on at least 
six occasions to prohibit discrimination 
against the right to vocc, to enlarge the 
franchi.se, and to asswe the expression of the 
people's will as rcgistcrcd by them at the 
polls. 

Tbc challenge fxing U1 today is not a 
challmge of what the Constitution of the 
United States shall say~t of what it shall 
mean. 

What the Fifteenth AmcndmCllI says is 
unmistakable. What the Fifteenth Amend­
ment actually meam for some Americans in 
some jurisdiction• is diametrically opposite 
to the dear intcn1: of the language. 

By the device of equal laws, unequally 
applied, Negro Americans arc being denied 
the right and opportunity to vote and dis­
crimination is given sanction under color 
of law. Varieties of techniques arc infinite. 
Tbrcc are most commonplace. 

1. Tise t«Aniqru qf t«lsnielll •error." 
Negro applicants for registration arc dis­

qualified on groundl of tcchnical "errors" in 
their registration fonns. lnstana:1 of rec­
ord show Negroes disqualified for •errors" 
IUch as failure to write out middle names, 
abbreviating the words "street.. and "'ave­
nue" in addresses, or failing to compute age 
cxactly to the day. Where thil technique is 
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employed, "errors" arc found in substantially 
all application.s filed by Negroes, but few or 
none in applications filed by whites. 

:z. The teclinique of non<oopertaion. 
A technique commonly used in conjunc­

tion with the "error" tcehnique in\'olvcs 
simple non-cooperation by the registrar. 
Thus, he may be "out" for most of the day 
during registration periods. Registration 
may be possible only on certain days each 
month. Limits may be imposed upon the 
number of applicants processed each regis­
tration day. The variety of circumventions 
possible by this device is endless. 

3. The teclinique of subieaive tests. 
By far the most common technique by 

which Negro citizens are prevented from 
exercising their right to register and to vote 
is the use of subjective tests, unfairly ad­
ministered literacy tests, tests of "under­
standing," and tests of "character." The 
only standard used is the whim of the reg· 
i5trar. Such devices are used as vehicles for 
the rejection of untold thousands of votcn­
scilcly on the basis of race and color. 

Whatever the technique, the intended put· 
pose of such devices is cflcctivcly served. 

..:....In one State ten years ago, 59.6 pcrccot 
of voting age White pcrson.s were rcgistcrcd 
to vote. Only 4-3 percent of eligible Negrocs 
were rcgistcrcd to vote. The changes since 
then are negligible. 

-In several States, there are counties with 
sizeable Negro population.s where not a 
single Negro is registered to vote. 

-In scores of other counties where dis­
crimination is not so blatant, it remains far 
more difficult for Negroes to register than 
for whites. 

Too frequently discrimination is the aim 
and intent of such devices-and discrimina­
tion is the result. 

IJI. 

IV. 

The challenge facing. w is clear and ~ '.. 

mediate-it i~ ~o p0rofo~d. . :... ,,.~ 
The. Constitution JS being flouted. ·" .. _. 
The intent of Congress expressed wee. 

times in the last seven years is bcinj ii> 

frustrated. :or~~~; 
The national will is being denied. t-' . ; , 

The integrity of our Federal system is m.~· _: 
contest. .· ·.·?::~ . 

Unless we act anew, with dispatch m;J . ; _. __ ,,I 
,,.­
·.·., .. 
·°Jl ..... ~ 

. .'·.:;\~,.._ 
.. ·' .. ,~ 
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resolution, we shall sanction a sad and sor­
rowful course for the future. For if the 
Fifteenth Amendment is successfully flouted 
today, tomorrow the First Amendment, the 
Fourth Amendment, the Fifth Amend­
ment-the Sixth, the Eighth, indeed, all the 
provisions of the Constitution on which our 
system stands-will be subject to disregard 

3nd erosion. Our essential suength as a 
society governed by the rule of law will be 
crippled and corrupted and the unity of 
our system hollowed out and left meaning­
less. 

For these reasons, therefore, I ask the Con­
gress under the power clearly granted by the 
Fifteenth Amendment to cn:ict legislation 
which would: 

1. Strike down restrictions to voting in all 
elections-Federal, State, and local-which . 
have been used to deny Negroes the right to 

vote. 
2. Establish in all States and counties 

where the right to vote has been denied on 
account of race a simple standard of voter 
regisuation which will makc it impossible 
to.thwart the Fifteenth Amendment. 

3. Prohibit the use of new tests and de­
vices wherever. they may be used for discrim­
inatory purposes. 

4. Provide adequate power to insure, if 
necessary, that Federal officials can perform 
functions essential to the right to vote when­
ever State officials deny th:it right. 

5. Eliminate the opponunity to delay the 
right to vote by resort to tedious and un­
necessary lawsuits. 

6. Provide authority to insure that prop­
erly registered individuals will not be pro-

:ill-847--6&-YOl. 1-24 

hibitcd from voting. 
Our purpose is not-and shall never bc­

eithcr the quest for power or the desire to 
punish. W c seek to increase the power of 
the people over all their governments, not to 
enhance the power of the Federal Govern­
ment over any of the people. 

For the life of this Republic, our people 
have zealously guarded their liberty against 
abuses of power by their governments. The 
one weapon they have used is the mightiest 
weapon in the arsenal of democracy-the 
vote. This has been enough, for as Wood­
row Wilson said, "The instrument of all re­
form in America is the ballot." 

Yet today, in areas of America, segments 
of our populace must live in just that in­
voluntary condition-policed by forces they 
have no voice in choosing and forced to 
abide by laws they have no vote in adopting. 

A people divided over the right to vote can 
never build a Nation united. 

I am. determined that these years shall 
be devoted to perfecting our unity so that 
we may pursue more successfully the ful. 
fillment of our high purposes at home and 
in the world. While I have proposed to you 
other measures to serve the strengthening 
of our £rec society and the happiness of our 
£rec people, I regard action on the measures 
proposed in this Message to be first in pri­
ority. We cannot have government for all 
the people until we first make certain it is 
government of and by all the people. 

LYNDON B. JoHNSON 

The White House 
March 15, 1965 

KOTB: See also ltam JC19, 409. 
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It is gratifying that employment oppor­
tunities grc:w c:vc:n faster in the past year. 
Civilian employment rose by 2-4 million 

-the: largest yc:ar-to-year gain since: the: 
American economy was climbing out of the: 
1958 recession, 

-more new jobs ac:ated in a single year 
than the total employment in a country 
such as Finland, or a great State like 
Massachusetts. 

Teenagers and the: long-term unemployed 
were special beneficiaries of expanding em­
ployment opportunities. 

-Teenage employment in July was nearly 
1 million higher than a year earlier, keep­
ing pace with the large increase in the 
teenage labor force. 

-Long-term unemployment ( 15 weeks or 
more) fell below 6oo,ooo, the lowest level 
in 7 Yz years. Most of the 270,000 decline 
from a year earlier occurred among persons 
out of work for 6 months or more. 

These encouraging developments give us 
confidence and determination to seek further 
reductions in our national unemployment 
rate. Unemployment is still far too high 
among teenagers (13.2 percent) and among 
nonwhites (9.1 pcn:cat); this unnecessary 
waste of our manpower resources must be 
cut. Business, labor, and Government have 
worked together to create jobs and to 
suengthen our prosperity in the past year; 
we will continue to cooperate to widen em­
ployment opportunities in the months ahead. 

Remarks in the Capitol Rotunda at the Signing of the Voting 
Rights Act. August 6, 1965 

Mr. Vice President, Mr. Speak_er, Members 
of Congress, members of ·the Cllhinet, dis­
tinguished guests, my fellow Americt1ns: 

Today is a triumph for freedom as huge 
as any victory that has ever been won on any 
battlefield. Y ct to seize the meaning of this 
day, we· must recall darker times. 

Three and a half centuries ago the first 
Negroes ~rived at Jamestown. ·They did 
not arrive in brave ships in search of a home 
for freedom. They did not mingle fear and 
joy, in expectation that in this New World 
anything would be possible to a man strong 
enough to reach for it. 

They came in darkness and they came in 
chains. 

And today we strike away the last major 
shackle of those fierce and ancient bonds. 
Today the Negro story and the American 
story fuse and blend. 

And let us remember that it was not 
always so. The stories of our Nation and 

of the American Negro are like two great 
rivers. Welling up from that tiny James­
town spring they Bow through the centuries 
along divided channels. 

When pioneers subdued a continent to 
the need of man, they did not tame it for the 
Negro. When the Liberty Bc1I rang out in 
Philadelphia, it did not toll for the Negro. 
When Andrew Jackson threw open the: 
doors of democracy, they did not open fur 
the: Negro. 

It was only at Appomattox, a century ago, 
that an American victory was also a Negro 
victory. And the two rivcrs-<>ne shining 
with promise, the other dark-stained with 
oppression-began to move toward one 
another. 

THE PaoiwsB KEPT 

Y ct, for almost a century the promise: of 
that day was not fulfilled. Today is a 

-------··-·· 
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towering and certain mark that, in this 
generation, that promise will be kept. In 
our time the two currents will finally mingle 
and rush as one great sucam across the un­
certain and the marvelous years of the: 
America that is yet to come. 

This act Bows from a clear and simple 
wrong. Its only purpose is to right that 
wrong. Millions of Americans arc denied 
the right to vote because of their color. This 
law will ensure them the: right to vote. The 
wrong is one which no Amcric:in, in his 
heart, can justify. The right is one which 
no American, true to our principles, can 
deny. 

In 1957, as the leader of the majority in 
the United States Senate, speaking in sup­
port of legislation to guarantee the right of 
all mc:n to Vote, I said, "This right to Vote 

is the basic right without which all others 
arc meaningless. It gives people, people as 
individuals, conuol over their own 
destinies." 

Last year I said, "Until every qualified 
person regardless of • • • the color of his 
skin has the right, unquestioned and un­
restrained, to go in and cast his ballot iD 
c:vc:ry precinct in this great land of ours, I 
am not going to be satisfied." 

Immediately after the election I dircc:tcd 
the Attorney General to explore, as rapidly 
as possible, the ways to ensure the right to 
vote. 

And then last March, with the outrage of 
Selma still fresh, I came down to this Capitol 
one evening and asked thc-COngrcss and the 
people for swift and for sweeping action to 

guarantee to every man and woman the right 
to vote. In less than 48 hours I sc:nt the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 to the Congress. 
ID little more than 4 months the Congress, 
with overwhelming majorities, c:naacd one 
of the most monumental laws in the: entire 
history of American freedom. 

THB w AITINO ls GONE 

The Members of the Congress, and the 
many private citizens, who worked to shape 
and pass this bill will share a place of hoD.OI' 
in our history for this one act alone. 

There were those who said this iS an old 
injustice, and there is no ncc:d to hurry. But 
95 years have passed since the 15th amend­
ment gave all Negroes the right to vote. 

And the time for waiting is gone. 
There were those who said smaller and 

more gradual measures should be tried. 
But they had been tried. For years and 
years they had been tried, and uied, and 
uicd, and they had failed, and failed, and 
failed. 

And the time fur failure is gone. 
There were those who said that this is a 

many-sided and very complex problem. 
But however viewed, the denial of the right 
to vote is still a deadly wrong. 

And the time for .injustice has gone. 
This law covers many pages. But the 

heart of the act is plain. Wherever, by dear 
and objective standards, States and counties 
arc using regulations, or laws, or tests to 

deny the: right to vote, thc:n they will be 
struck down. If it is clear that State officials 
still intend to discriminate, then Federal 
examiners will be sent in to register all 
eligible votcn. When the prospect of dis­
crimination is gone, the examiners will be 
immediately withdrawn. 

And, under this act, if any county any­
where in this Nation docs not want Federal 
intervention it need only open its poll.iug 
places to all of its people. 

Tm: GoVERNMENT Acrs 

This good Congress, the 89th Congress, 
acted swiftly in passing this act. I intend to 
act with equal dispatch in enforcing this act. 
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And tomorrow at I p.m., the Attorney 
General has been directed to file a lawsuit 
challenging the constitutionalicy of the poll 
tax in the State of Mississippi. This will 
begin the legal process which, I confidently 
believe, will very soon prohibit any State 
from requiring the payment of money in 
order to exercise the right to vote. 

And also by tomorrow the Justice Depart­
ment, through publication in the Federal 
Register, will have officially certified the 
States where discrimination exists. 

I have, in addition, requested the De­
partment of Jwticc to work all through this 
weekend so that on Monday morning next, 
they can designate many counties where past 
experience dearly shows that Federal ac­
tion is necessary and required. And by 
Tuesday morning, uained Federal examiners 
will be at work registering eligible men and 
women in 10 to 15 counties. 

And on that same day, next Tuesday, addi­
tional poll tax suits will be filed in the States 
of Texas, Alabama, and Virginia. 

And I pledge you that we will not delay, 
or we will not hesitate, or we will not turn 
aside until Americans of every race and color 
and origin in this country have the same 
right as all others to share in the process of 
democracy •. 

So, through this act, and its enforcement, 
an important instrument of freedom passes 
into the hands of millions of our citizens. 

But that instrument must be used. 
Presidents and Congresses, laws and law­

suits can open the doors to the polling places 
and open the doors to the wondrous rewards 
which await the wise use of the ballot. 

Tm VoTE BECOMES Jusna 

But only the individual Negro, and all 
others who have been denied the right to 
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'uce, can really walk through those doors, 
:ind can use that right, and can cransform 
tile vote into an instrument of justice and 
fulfillment. 

So, let me now say to every Negro in 
this country: You must register. You must 
vote. You must learn, so your choice ad· 
,·ances your interest and the intelCSt of our 
beloved Nation. Your future, and your 
children's future, depend upon it, and I 
don"t believe that you arc going to let them 
down. 

This act is not only a victory for Negro 
leadership. This act is a great challenge 
to that leadership. It is a challenge which 
cannot be met simply by protests and demon­
strations. It means that dedicated leaden 
must work around the dock to teach people 
their rights and their responsibilities and 
to lead them to exercise those rights and to 
fulfill those responsibilities and those duties 
to their country. · 

If you do this, then you will find, as others 
have found before you, that the vote is the 
most powerful instrument ever devised by 
man for breaking down injustice and de­
stroying the ternble walls which imprison 
men because they arc diilermt from other 
men. 

THB l.AsT OP '11111 BAlllDI TtJMJIU 

Today what is perhaps the last of the 
leg:JI barrien is tumbling. There will be 
many actions and many difficulties before the 
rights woven into law are also wcnm into 
the fabric of our Nation. But the struggle 
for equality must now move toward a diJlcr­
ent battle6dd. 

It is nothing less than granting every 
American Negro his freedom to enter the 
mainstream of American life: not the con­
formity that blurs enriching differences of 

.j 
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culture and tradition, but rather the oppor­
tunity that gives each a chance to choose. 

For centuries of oppression and hatred 
have already taken their painful toll. It 
can be seen throughout our land in men with­
out skills, in children without fathers, in 
families that arc imprisoned in slums and in 
povcrcy. 

. RtaHT1 Au Nor ENooGH 

For it is not enough just to give men rights. 
They must be able to use those rights in 
their penonal pursuit of happiness. The 
wounds and the weaknesses, the outward 
walls and the inward scars which diminish 
achievement arc the work of American so­

ciety. We must all DOW help to end them­
hdp to end· them through expanding pro­
grams already devised and through new 
ones to sean:h out and forever end the special 
handicaps of those who arc black in a Na­
tion that happens to be mosdy w~ 

So, it is for this purpose-to ful.fill the 
rights that we now ~t I have 
already called a White House conferena: to 
meet here in the Nation's Capital this fall. 

So, we will move step by stq>-<>ftcn pain­
fully but, I think, with dear visioa-along 
the path toward American freedom. 

It is difficult to fight for freedom. But I 
also know bow dilficult it can be to bend 
long years of habit and custom to grant it. 
There is no room for injustia: anywhere 
in the American mansion. But there is 
always room for understanding toward those 
who see the old ways crumbling. And to 
them today I say simply this: It must come. 
It is right that it should come. And when it 
has, you will find that a burden has been 

lifted from your shoulders, too. 
It is DOt just a question of guilt, although 

there is that. It is that men cannot live with 
a lie and not be stained by it. 

DtGNl'TT Is Nor Jutt A WoRD 

The ccnual &ct of American civilization­
one so hard for others to understand-is that 
freedom and justia: and the dignicy of man 
are not just words to us. We believe in 
them. Under all the growth and the tumult 
and abundance, we believe. And so, as long 
as some among us arc oppresscd-aad we 
are part of that opprcssi~t must blunt 
our faith and sap the strength of our high 
purpose. 

Thus, this is a victory for the medom of 
the American Negro. But it is also a vic­
tory for the .&eedom of the American Na­
tion. And every family across this great, 
entire, searching land will live stronger in 
liberty, will live more splendid in expecta· 
tioa, and will be prouder to be American 
because of the act that you have passed that 
I will sign today. 

Thank you. 

iron: 'Ibe Pmidcat spoke at 12:0, p.m. in the 
Romllda at tbc: Capilal. prior ID ~ lhe bilL 
ID hil opeains wanb he re&md ID Va President 
Hubert H. Hum~. Praidmr of the Semu:, and 
Jtep.-.ali'"' Jobn VI • .McConn.ck al Masachu· 
..m. Spc:abr oE the Howe of Repraicniar:i•es. 

Aa enaciM, the Votins Jlisb11 Aa oE 1965 is 
Public Law 89-110 (79 SlllL 437). 

hpom ID the Pre.ideor 1111 the implemmtatiOD 
of the act, prepared b)' the AttorDe)' GeMral and 
the Cbairmaa of the CiYil Seniae Commissio!l,· were 
made public by the White H- oa August 5, 
August 14, and Aas- 21. 1ber are printed in 
thc Weekly Compilation oE Presidential Documents 
(wL 1, pp. 51, 92, 125). 

The cletenninar:iom oE the Attorney Gcnrnl are 
prin~ in the Federal Rqisla' of Auirua 7 and 
August 10, 1965 (Jo P.JL 9897, 9970). 
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pathy and support have helped to shape 
great and influential artistic traditions. 

This Congress will consider many pro­
grams which will leave an enduring mark 
on American life. But it may well be that 
pas53ge of this legislation, modest as it is, 

will help secure for this Congress a sure and 
honored place in the story of the advance of 
our civilization. 

NOTE: An act to provide for the establishment of · 
the National Foundation on the Ara and the Hn· · · 
manilics wu approved b7 the President on Seplml-1 
ber 29, 196' (Public Law 89-209, 751 Sw. 84,). .',. ~· 

106 The President's News Conference of 

~~:~::~~ ~;§~s I 
peace and to enforce the law. ·t 

[1.J This. March week has brought a 
very deep 3Dd painful challenge to the un­
ending search for American freedom. 

Th3t challenge is not yet over, but before 
it is ended, every resource of this Govern· 
ment will be directed to insuring justice for 
all men of all races, in Alabama and every­
where in this land. That is the meaning 
of the· oath that I swore before Almighty 
God when I took the office of the Presidency. 
That is . what I believe in with all of my 
heart. That is what the people of this coun­
try demand; 

Last Sunday a group of Negro Americans 
in Selma, Alabama, attempted pc:acefully to 

protest the denial of the most basic political 
right of all-the right to vote. They were 
attacked 3Dd some were brutally bc3ten. 

From that moment until this, we have 
acted c.ffcctivel y to protect the constitutional 
rights of the citizens of Selma, and to pre­
vent further violence and lawlessness in this 
country wherever it occurred. 

More than 70 United States Govcmmcnt 
officials, including FBI agents, including 
Justice Dcp3rtment lawyers, Governor Col-
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At all times the full power of the Federal ~;;:_{ 
Government has been ready to protect the ~ 
people of Selma against further lawlessness. :fit: 

But the final answer to this problem will ift! 
:: ::up:=.~ =~d ~~i:~~~ b: ii 
bring this confilct from the streets to the ·i.tir 
courtroom. Your Government, at my di- ·1{ 
m:tion, asked the Federal court in Alabama .I 
§~~====1 

When the court has made its order, it : .. ~.· 
must be obeyed. _ 

~:f· 

THll VorJNG R1GHrs Bw. 

11ic evcnu of last Sund3y cannot and will 
not be repeated, but the demonstrations in 
Selma have a much larger meaning. They 
are a protest against a deep and very unjust 
flaw in American democracy itself. 

1 LeRoy Collins, Director, CommDDit)' Rdatiom 
Sen~ Dcpanmcnt of Comme=, and fonncr Gov• 
ernor of Florida. 
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Ninety-five years ago our Constitution was 
amended to require that no American be 
denied the right to vote because of race or 
color. Almost a ccntuty later, many Ameri­
cans arc kept from voting simply because 
they arc Negroes. 

Therefore, this Monday I will send to the 
Congress a request for legislation to carry 
out the amendment of the Constitution. 

Wherever there is.discrimination, this law 
will strike down all restrictions used to deny 
the people the right to vote. It will emb­
Iish a simple, uniform standard which can­
not be used, however ingenuous the effort, 
to Baunt our Constitution. If State officials 
refuse to cooperate, then citizens will be 
registered by Federal officials. 

This law is not an effort to punish or 
coerce anyone. Its object is one which no 
American in his heart can truly reject. It 
is to give all our people the right to choose 
their leaders; to deny this right, I think, is to 

deny democracy itself. 
What happened in Selma was an Ameri­

can tragedy. The blows that were received, 
the blood that was shed, the life of the good 
man that was lost, must strengthen the de­
tennin3tion of each of us to bring full and 
equal and exact justice to all of our people. 

This is not just the policy of your Govern­
ment or your President. It is in the heart 
and the purpose and the meaning of America 
itself. 

We all know how comple.'I: and how diffi­
cult it is to bring about b¥ic social change 
in a dem0Cl'3cy, but this complexity must 
not obscure the dc:ir and simple moral issues. 

It is wrong to do violence to peaceful citi· 
zens in the streets of their town. It is wrong 
to deny Amcric3ns the right to vote. It is 
wrong to deny any person full equality be· 
cause of the color of his skin. 

The promise of America is a simple 
promise: fa·cry person shall share in the 

blessings of this land. And they shall share 
on the basis of their merits as a person. 
They shall not be judged by thdr color or 
by their beliefs, or by their religion, or by 
where they were born, or the neighborhood 
in which they live. 

All my life I have seen America move 
closer toward that goal, and every step of the 
way has brought enlarged opportunity and 
more happiness for all of our people. 

Those who do injustice arc as surely the 
victims of their own acts as the people that 
they wrong. They scar their own lives and 
they scar the communities in which they 
live. By turning from hatred to understand­
ing they can insure a richer and fuller life 
for themselves, as well as for their fellows. 
For if we put aside disorder and violcocc, if 
we put aside hatred and lawlessness, we can 
provide for all our people great opportunity 
almost beyond our imagination. 

We will continue this battle for human 
dignity. We will apply all the resources of 
this great and powerful Government to this 
task. W c ask that all of our citizens unite 
in this hour of trial. W c will not be moved 
by anyone or anything from the path of 
justice. 

In this task we will seek the help of the 
divine power which surpasses the petty bar­
riers between man and m3n, and people and 
people. Under His guidance we can seek 
the Biblical promise: "I shall light a candle 
of understanding in thine heart which shall 
not be put out." And we will follow that 
light until all of us have bowed to the 
command: "Let there be no strife between 
me and thee, for we be brethren." 

MEETING Wrra Govn.No1. WAJ.LACE 

I met today with Governor Wallace of 
Alabama to discuss very thoroughly the situ­
ation that exists in that State. 

275 
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The Governor expressed his concern that 
the demonstrations which have taken place 
arc a threat to the peace and security of the 
people of Alabama. I expressed my own 
concern about the need for remedying those 
grievances which lead to the demonstrations 
by people who fed their righu have been 
denied. 

I said that those Negro citizens of Ala­
bama who have systematically hcen denied 
the right to register and to participate in the 
choice of those who govern them should be 
provided the opportunity of directing Da· 

tional attention to their plight. They fed 
that they arc being denied a very precious 
right. And I und_crstand their concern. 

In his telegram last night to me, Governor 
Wallace expressed his belief that all eligible 
citizens arc entitled to exercise their right to 

vote. He repeated that bdief today, and he 
stated that he is against any discriminatioa 
in that regard. 

I am firmly convinced, as I said to the 
Governor a few momenu ago, that when all 
of the digible Negroes of Alabama have been 
registered, the economic and the social in­
justices they have cxpericnced throughout 
will be righted, and the demonstrations, I 
bdievc, will stop. 

I advised. the Governor of my intC.Dtion to 
press with all the vigor at my command to 
assure that every citizen of this country is 
given the right to participate in bis Govern­
ment at every level through the complete 
voting process. 

The Governor's expressed interest in law 
aad order met with a warm rcspomc. We 
are a Nation that is governed by laws, and 
our procedures for enacting and amending 
and repealing these laws must prevail. 

I told the Governor that we bdieve in 
maintaining law and order in every county 
aad in every precinct in this land. If State 
aad local authorities arc uaable to fuaction, 

the Federal Government will completely ;_1_·,_, 

meet iu responsibilities. illl 
I told the Governor that the brutality in 

Selma last Sunday just must not be repeated. 
He agreed that he abhorcd brutality and + 
regretted any instance in which any Ameri- . ~­
can citizen met with violence. t 

As the Governor had indicated his desire _if" .. 
to take actions to remedy the existing situa- j 

tion in Alabama which caused people to -~!Ji_.· ...... 
demonstrate, I respectfully sug--' to him 

that he consider the following :;;a:s which .1···· 
I bdicvcd and the Attorney Gcncr:i.l and 
others familiar with the matter, and asso- ·~ 
ciatcd with me, bclicved would be highly ii 
constructive at this stage of the game. 

Fust, I urged that the Governor publicly 
declare his support for universal suffrage in 
the State of Alabama, and the United States 
of America. 

Second, I urged him to assure that the 
right of peaceful assembly will be permitted 
in Alabama so long as law and order is 
maintained. 

Third, I expressed the hope that the Gov­
ernor would call a biracial meeting when he 
returns to Alabama, to seek greater coopera­
tion aad to ask for greater uDity among 
Americans of both races. 

I asked the Governor for his cooperation 
and I expressed my appreciation for his com­
ing to Washington to discuss this problem. 

QtnsnoNS 

nm :aJGHT TO DEMONSTllATB 

Q. Mr. President, against the background 
of what you said, and aside from the situa­
tion iD Selma, I wonder if you could tell us 
your general philosophy, your belief in how 
demonstrators in other parts of the country 
should conduct thcmsdves? For example, 
how do you feel about the demonstrations 

uw 
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that arc going on outside the White House 
right now, or in other parts, in other cities 
of the United States, and in front of Federal 

buildings? 
THE PusmENT. I tried to cover that in my 

sutcmcnt, but I believe in the right of peace­
ful assembly. I bdievc that people ha,·e the 
right to demonstrate. I think that you must 

· be concerned with the rights of others. 
I do not think a person, as has been said, 

has the right to holler "fire" in a crowded 
theater. But I think that people should have 
the right to pcaccfully assemble, to picket, to 
demonstrate their views, and to do anythiDg 
they can to bring those views to the attention 
of people, provided they do not violate laws 
thcmsdvcs, and provided they conduct thcm­
scl vcs as they should. 

OOVEllNOll WALLACE 

Q. Mr. President, did Governor Wallace 
indicate, sir, at all, an area of uadcrstanding 
and cooperation and acceptance of some of 
your suggestions to solve this violence there? 

THE PllESIDENT. I will have to let the Gov­
ernor speak for himself. He is going to 
appear tomorrow. We spoke very frankly 
and very forthrightly. We exchanged 
views-and we arc DOt in agreement on a 
good many things. I am hopeful that the 
visit will be helpful and I did my best to 
make my viewpoint clear. 

Q. Mr. President, I was going to ask you 
how the Governor reacted. 

THE PllEsmENT. The Governor had his 
share of the conversation. He told me of 
the problems that he had in Alabama, the 
fears that he cntertaiiied, and he expressed 
the hope that I could do something to help 
bring the demonstrations to an end. 

I told him very frankly that I thought our 
problem, which I had been working on for 
several weeks now, was to face up to the 

cause of the demonstration and remove the 
cause of the demonstration, and that I hoped 
if he would give assurance that people would 
be protected iD their demonstrations in Ala­
bama, he would give assurance that he 
would try to improve the voting situation 
in Alabama, if I could submit my message 
to the Congress and get prompt action on it 
that would insure the right of the people of 
Alabama to vote, that I thought that we 
could improve the dcmonsuation situation. 

Q. Mr. President, a two-part question on 
the same subject: 

Can you tell us what your thinking is if 
Governor W allacc would not accept any or 
all of your suggestions; and secondly, in an­
nounciDg from Montgomery that he had 
asked to sec you, he indicated that he was 
concerned about a threat throughout the 
country. Do you share that concern? 

THE PaESmENT. I am deeply concerned 
that our citizens anywhere should be dis­
criminated against and should be denied 
their constitutional rights. 

I have plotted my course. I have stated 
my views. I have made clear, whether the 
Governor agrees or not, that law and order 
will prevail iD Alabama, that people will 
be-their rights to peacefully assemble will 
be preserved, and that their constitutional 
righu will be protected. 

GllOwrNG MODEllATION IN THE SOUnl 

Q. Mr. President, some of the clergymen 
who came out yesterday reported that you 
had detected a resurgence of a moderate 
5pirit among the whites in the South. Can 
you tdl us what evidence you have seen of 
that, and perhaps anything that is being 
done to encourage it? 

THE PllESIDENT. The presence of a good 
many people from the South iD Selma, the 
presence of some of the ministers from the 
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South here, the messages that I have received 
from the citizens of that area, the support 
that the businessmen and the clergy and the 
labor people have given the Civil Rights Act 
and its enforcement, have all given me 
strength and comfort and encouragement. 

llEMOVAL OP DEPENDENTS PKOM VIET•NAM 

[2.J Q. Mr. President, I would like to 
tum to the other problem that has occupied 
so much of your hours in Viet-Nam. About 
S weeks ago, when you fdt it necessary to 

give an order that our wives and children 
of our men in Viet-Nam be withdrawn, a 
high officer said to me, "Give us a year and 
they will be back." I have two questions: 

First, would you like to sec the wives and 
children of our civilian and military officers 
in Viet-Nam go back; and secondly, do you 
think that a year is a good prognostication? 

THE PusD>ENT. No, I do not think that 
I can be much of a prophet in either respect. 
First, I do not think that Saigon is the place 
for the wives and children of our military 
people at the moment, or dse I wouldn't ask 
for them to come out. 1£ the situation 
changes, and conditions are different, I will 
pass on them in the light of those changes. 

I think that anyone that makes a prophecy 
now as to what the situation will be a year 
from now would have to be a big guesser. 

THE OTEPXA CASll 

(3.J Q. Mr. President, sir, I wOuld like 
to change the subject to another matter. 
Mr. Otto Otepka, a top security officer in 
the State Department, faces dismissal for 
answering the questions of some Members 
of Congress who were invcstig:iting the 
security of the United States. I would h'ke 
to know if you can't stop this dismissal. 

THB PllESIDEHT. I have had some convena:' 
tions with Secretary Rusk concerning that·! 
case, and I have complete confidence in the . 
manner in which he will handle it. J 

t7.S. POLJCY IN VIET-NAM 

[ 4. J Q. Mr. President, in the last S ' 
weeks the American participation in the sis-' 
uation in South Viet-Nam has undergone' 
certain changes. Could you give us your' 
view of any benefits that have accrued to us,'· 
or your view of the situation over the put-~ 
5 weeks in South Viet-Nam? , 

THB PllESIDENT. I think we have a very · 
difficult situation there as a result of the 
instability of the govcmments and the fro. ' 
quent changes of them. I would not say· 
it has improved in the last 5 weeks. 

I would say that our policy there is the 
policy that was established by President 
Eisenhower, as I have stated, since I have ·.er. 

bee~ President, 46 ~iffercnt times, the policy '1i£i: 
earned on by President Kennedy, and the ~Jll 
policy that we arc now carrying on. . I have l'ft ·. 
state.d it as rec:ntly as Feb~ 1j'th in some · · · .'~. 
detail and pnor to that, 10 my last press -:. : 
coi;iference, on February 4th.• Although ~ 
the incidents have changed, in some m.

1
·$.;~ 

stances the equipment has changed, in some · ·,~: 
~nstan~ ~c tactics arid perhaps the strategy ~; 
ID a dCC1S1on or two has c~ged. .:. ··j' 

Our policy is still the same, and that is to w·~ 
any armed attack, our forces will reply. To :~·,;~ 
any in. south~t Asia who ask our h

0

dp in ,'f:~· 
defendmg thCU' freedom, we arc gwng to ~~ 
~ve it, and. tha~ means we arc ~ing to '°?' ::1 · 
nnuc to give 1t. In that region there u ·j.~ 
nothing that we covet, there is nothing we ·.1;~ 
seek, there is no territory or no military posi- j: 
tion or no political ambition. Our one de- <~. 
sire :md our one determination is that the 1 

'I[czm 76 aud 46. ~· 

ii~' 
:'!- . 
:1J, . 

::'<;!::-'..· 
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people of ~utheast Asia be !ch in peace to 
work out their own destinies in their own 
way. 

USJI. OP TJlOOPS IN ALABAMA 

[5.J Q. Mr. President, there was a re­
part published this morning that some Fed­
eral troops had already been alerted, at your 
direction, for a possible move into Alabama. 
Can you confirm this report? 

THE PllESD>ENT. I would say that the FBI 
officials, the marshals in the gcncr:tl area, 
the United States forces, including the 
Armed Forces, wen: ready to carry out any 
instructions that the President gave them, 
:ind the President was prepared to give them 
any instructions that were necessary and 
justilied and wise. 

(6.] Q. Mr. President, I wonder if you 
could tcll us your reaction to the pressures 
that have been mounting around the world 
for you to negotiate the situation in Vict­
Nam. Could you explain to us under what 
conditions you might be willing to negotiate 
a settlement there? 

THE Pusu>ENT. Well, since the Geneva 
conference of 1962, as has been stated before. 
the United States has been in rather active 
and continuous consultation. We have 
talked to other governments about the great 
danger that we could foresee in this aggres­
sion in southeast Asia. Wf: have discussed 
it in the United Nations. We have dis­
cussed it in NATO. We have discussed it 
in the SEATO councils. On innumerable 
occasions we have discussed it directly 
through diplomatic channds. We have had 
direct discussions with almost every signa-

tory of the 1954 and the 1962 pacts. 
We have not had any indication, and as 

the Secretary of State said the other day, 
what is still missing is any indication-any 
indication-from anyone that Hanoi is pre­
pared or willing or ready to stop doing what 
it is doing against its neighbors. I think 
'that the absence of . this crucial dcment 
affects the current discussion of negotiation. 

A great friend of mine who had great 

responsibilities for a long period of military 
and executive life in our Government said 
to me the other day, "When I sec the sug­
gestions about negotiation, I wonder if folks 
don't recognize that there must be someone 
to negotiate with, and there must be someone 
willing to negotiate." 

TllJI. TIMING OP PllESIDEMTJAL . STATEMENTS 

AND NEWS C:OHPElll!NCES 

[ 7·] Q. I said, sir, that the events in 
Selma occurred last Sunday, and I asked why 
you waited to have a press conference and 
make a statement until late Saturday 
afternoon? 

Tm PusmENT. I know of nothing that 
either required or justified my making a 
statement prior to the time that I had a rec­
ommendation to make on the problem that 
was facing us, namdy, they were demon­
strating about voting rights, and I had that 
message delivered to me only a few hours 
ago. I have reviewed it and am in general 
agreement on what I am going to send to the 
Congress. It happened that I had the time 
this afternoon to review it and had the in­
formation that was available to me. 

I think the President should have some 
leeway when he determines to have press 
conferences. I have had 46 since I have 
bcc;n President. I plan to have at least one 
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once a month. But the President will de­
termine when they arc held, where they arc 
held, and what subjects he discusses. 

YOUnt: CORPS CAMPS 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, I understand that 
there has been some violence in the youth 
camps, Youth Corps camps, or Job Corps, 
and that involves a knifing, and there have 
been one or more deaths as a result of that. 
Is that the reason you visited the Catoctin, 
Maryland, camp last week, to build the mo­
rale up in the camp and give them public 
confidence? 

THE PllESIDENT. I visited the camp last 
week because I had agreed to some time ago 
and had been forced to cancel one planned 
visit. I want to visit a good many of their 
camps. 

We all deeply regret any accidents or any 
violence or any injuries that may occur at 
any time. That is not the reason. though, 
or rather, that is not the sole reason why I 
should be interested in what they arc doing. 
I hope by my visits to better understand their 
work, perhaps to stimulate some of them, 
and maybe improve on what is being done. 

Rcponer: Thank you, Mr. President. 

Tlill VOTING lllGHTS MJISSAGJI 

THE P11ES11>ENT. [9.] I should like to ask 
you to stay here for another 10 or 15 minutes, 
wc will say 15 minutes, for the Attorney 
General to give you a very brief briefing on 
the high points of this message, and if you 
will do that for r 5 minutes, he will be here 
longer and Mr. Moyers will, but at the con­
clusion of 15 minutes, I hope that Mr. Reedy 
will tell you, and any of you that need to 
rush away to meet your deadlines can do so. 

[ A hU • Ii ~ .1;_ 
.. I I po~?' I ~ nllornr1 Genertd spolcr on • ·;E.~ 

b11e/r.ground bosis. Tlie Prmden1 tlin ,.,~,,.,. ·1~· 
spealr,ing on 1/ie record.] · .:·'.• 

-' :-~;..;. 

I should like to observe that the 15 min.- '.·\ 
utcs is about up, but at 9 o'clock, in Mr. T 
Recdy's office on Monday morning, we plan,· j''. · 
and hope, and pray that we will have the O:;. 
message ready for you. If you will be ready '.: 
for it, there will be a briefing there. - ·c~;; 

Over the past few weeks, I have deter./~. 
mined that we would have a voting rights > 
law this year on about November 15th, and •-: 
so informed certain Members of the Coo­
grcss and certain Governors of the States. • .· 
Since that time, I have talked to the majority 
and minority leaders, the chairmen of vari. 
ous committees, the Speaker of the Howe, 
and have reviewed with them the highlights 
of my viewpoint and have asked the Attor­
ney General to go into some detail in con­
nection with the principles that we would 
have in this bill. 

We arc very anxious to have Democratic 
and Republican support. As you know, 
President Kennedy in the Kennedy-Johnson _ 
administration in 19')3, in the civil rights ·,. 
measure that I counseled on and worked on :;. 
and approved, submitted to the Congress a 
voting rights section that provided, however, 
fur voting only in Federal elections. That 
section was ddeted in the legislation that 
finally came to IDC and, as a result of that 
deletion, I have felt that we should again 
approach that subject, but to extend it from 
Federal elections to both State and local 
elections. 

I have talked to the leaders of the Negro 
organizations in this country and asked for 
their suggestions, and asked for their coun· 
sci. I have talked to various Southern Sen­
:itors and Southern leaders including Gov­
ernors, and generally reviewed with them 
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what I hope to have encomp:isscd in this 
legislation. Of course, there will be amend­
ments and changes, and extensions and dde­
tions. But I think that our message will go 

10 the Congress Monday. Perhaps the bill 
will accompany it. If not, it will go there 

,-cry shortly. 
We will not only expect the Congress to 

gi,·c fair and just consideration to the ad­
minisuation bill, which they have been ask­
ing for for several days now, but to give 

consideration to any one suggestion, as they 
always do. 

So if you will be back at 9 o·dock Monday, 
we will have a briefing on the details of the 
message. 

We thank you for enduring us this after­
noon. 

Merriman Smith, United Press Interna­
tional: Thank you, Mr. President. 

HOT11: Praidcat: Jahmon'1 thirty-eighth news CDD• 
facace wu held in the Rose Gardea at the White 
House at 3:45 p.m. on Saturday, Man:b 13, 1965. 

107 Special Message to the Congress: The American Promise. 
March 15, 1965 

[ As delivered in person before a joint session at 9:02 p.m. J 
,\Ir. Speak,er, Mr. President, Members of tlie 

·Congress: 
I speak tonight for the dignity of man and 

the destiny of democracy. 
I urge every member of both parties, 

Americans of all religions and of all colors, 
from every section of this country, to join 
me in that cause. 

At times history and fate meet at a single 
time in :i single place to shape a turning 
point in man's·uncncling search for freedom. 
So it was at Lexington and Concord. So it 
was a century ago at AppomattoL So it 
was last week in Selma, Alabama. 

There, long-suHcring men and women 
peacefully protested the denial of their rights 
as Americans. Many were brutally as­
saulted. One good man, a P1aD of God, was 

killed. 
There is no cause for pride in what has 

happened in Sclm:i. There is no cause for 
self-satisfaction in the long denial of equal 
rights of millions of Americans. But there 
is cause for hope and for faith in our democ­
racy in what is happening here tonight. 

For the cries of pain and the hymns and 
protests of oppressed people have summoned 
into convocation all the majesty of this great 
Government-die Government of the great­
est Nation on earth. 

Our mission is at once the oldest and the 
most basic of this country: to right wrong, 
to do justice, to serve man. 

In our time we have come to live with 
moments of great crisis. Our lives have 
been marked with debate about great issues; 
issues of war and peace, issues of prosperity 
and depression. But rarely in any time docs 
an issue lay bare the secret heart of America 
itself. Rarely arc wc met with a challenge, 
not to our growth or abundance, our welfare 
or our security, but rather to the values and 
the purposes and the meaning of our beloved 
Nation. 

The issue of equal rights for American 
Negroes is such an issue. And should we 
defeat every enemy, should we double our 
wealth and conquer the stars, and still be 
unequal to this issue, then we will have failed 
as a people and as a nation. 

:z81 

--·~---------------
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once a month. But the President will de. 
tcrminc when they arc hdd, where they arc 
hdd, and what subjccu he discusses. 

YOUTII CORPS CAMPS 

(8.) Q. Mr. President, I understand that 
there has been some violence in the youth 
camps, Youth Corps camps, or Job Corps, 
and that involves a knifing, and there have 
been one or more deaths as a result of that. 
Is that the reason you visited the Catoctin, 
Maryland, camp last week, to build the mo­
rale up in the camp and give them public 
confidence? 

THE PB.ESn>ENT. I visited the camp last 
week because I had agreed to some time ago 
and had been forced to caned one planned 
visit. I want to visit a good many of their 
camps. 

We all deeply regret any accidents or any 
violence or any injuries that may occur at 
any time. That is not the reason, though, 
or rather, that is not the sole reason why I 
should be interested in what they arc doing. 
I hope by my visiu to better understand their 
work, perhaps to stimulate some of them. 
and m;iybe improve on what is being done. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

THll VOTING RIGHTS MESSAGll 

THE PusmENT. (9. J I should like to ask 
you to stay here for another 10 or 15 minutes, 
wc will say 15 minutes, for the Attomcy 
General to give you a very brief briefing on 
the high poinu of this mCSS:lge, and if you 
will do that for 15 minutes, he will be here 
longer and Mr. Moyers will, but at the con· 
clusion of 15 minutes, I hope that Mr. Reedy 
will tell you, and any of you that need to 
rush away to meet your deadlines can do so. 

.,, 

[Al 1/U1 point the Attorney General spoJr.e ..:.· 
H h11c/(zro11nd" htuis. T lie President then ru.. · 
spea/i.in6 on the r«0rd.] .:. 

t 
I should like to observe that the 15 : · 

utes is about up, but at 9 o'clock, in Mt 
Reedy's office on Monday moming, we p · 
and hope, and pray that we will have the 
message ready for you. If you will be read' 
for it, there will be a briefing there. .· 

Over the past few weeks, I have d~­
mined that wc would have a voting rights 
law this year on about November 15th, and 
so informed certain Members of the CoA: 
grcss and certain Governors of the Statci. 
Since that time, I have talked to the majority 
and minority leaders, the chairmen of van.' 
ous committees, the Speaker of the Howe:, 
and have reviewed with them the highlights 
of my viewpoint and have asked the Attor~ · 
ncy General to go into some detail in co~ 
ncction with the principles that we would 
have in this bill. ,: 

We arc very anxious to have Democratic~: 
and Republican support. & you know, -. 
President Kennedy in the Kennedy-Johnson'•. 
administration in 1g63, in the civil righu "!· 
measure that I counsded on and worked on , 
and approved, submitted to the Congress a' :~'fi. 
voting righu section that provided, however, 1!'.~ 
for voting only in Federal elections. That 'Jli·~ 
section was ddctcd in the legislation that •:r~; 
finally came to me and, as a result of that {' · 
deletion, I have fdt that we should again }r­
approach that subject. but to extend it from ::;.,­
Federal elections to both State and local .!,>. 

c17;;_: talked to the leaders of the Negro · f • · 
organizations in this country and asked foe ;~;, .. 
their suggestions, and asked for their coun- ")-: 
sd. I have talked to various Southern Sen- -',< 
ators and Southern leaders including Gov· ~ff, 
ernors, and generally reviewed with them · 

·'\ •· 
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what I hope to have encompassed in this 
legislation. 0£ course, there will be amend­
mcnu and changes, and cxtenSions and dclo­
tioas. But I think that our message will go 
to the Congress Monday. Perhaps the bill 
will accompany it. If not, it will go there 
very shortly. 

We will not only expect the Congress to 
give fair and just consideration to the ad­
ministration bill, which they have been ask­
ing for for several days now, but to give 

consideration to any one suggestion, as they 
always do. 

So if you will be back at 9 o'clock Monday, 
we will have a briefing on the details of the 
message. 

We thank you for enduring us this after­
noon. 

Merriman. Smith, United Press Interna­
tional: Thank you, Mr. President. 

KOTll: President Johnson"• thirty-eighth DCWI con­
ference was held in the Rose Garden at the White 
House ar 3:45 p.m. on Sa111rday, Match 13, 1965. 

107 Special Message to the Congress: The American Promise. 
March 15, 1965 

[ & ddivcrcd in person before a joint session at 9:02 p.m. J 
Mr. Speak_~. Mr. Presillent, Members of tAe 
Congress: 

I speak tonight for the dignity of man and 
the destiny of democracy. 

I urge every member of both parties, 
Americans of all rdigions and of all colors, 
from every section of this country, to join 
me in that cause. 

At times history and fate meet at a single 
time in a single place to shape a turning 
point in man's· unending search for fm:dom. 
So it w~ at Lexington and Concord. So it 
was a century ago at AppomattoL So it 
was last week in Selma, Alabama. 

There, long-suffering men and women 
peacefully protested the denial of their rights 
as Americans. Many were: brutally as­
saulted. One good man, a man of God, was 
killed. 

There is no cause for pride in what has 
happened in Sdma. There is no cause for 
self-satisfaction in the long denial of equal 
righu of millions of Americans. But there 
is cause for hope and for faith in our democ­
racy in what is happening here tonight. 

For the cries of pain and the hymns and 
protests of oppressed people have summoned 
into convocation all the majesty of this great 
Government-the Government of the great­
est Nation on earth. 

Our mission is at once the oldest and the 
most basic of this country: to right wrong, 
to do justice, to serve man. 

In our time we have come to live with 
moments of great crisis. Our lives have 
been marked with debate about great issues; 
issues of war and peace, issues of prosperity 
and depression. But rarely in any time docs 
an issue lay bare the secret heart of America 
iudf. Rarely arc wc met with a challenge, 
not to our growth or abundance, our welfare 
or our security, but rather to the values and 
the purposes and the meaning of our beloved 
Nation. 

The issue of equal righu for American 
Negroes is such an issue. And should we 
defeat every enemy, should we double our 
wealth and conquer the scars, and still be 
unequal to this issue, then wc will have failed 
as a people and as a nation. 
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once a month. But the President will de. 
tcrminc when they an: hdd, where they arc 
hdd, and what subjects he discusses. 

YO'Unl CODS CAMPS 

[8.] Q. Mr. President, I understand that 
there has been some violence in the youth 
camps, Youth Corps camps, or Job Corps, 
and that involves a kniJing, and there have 
been one or more deaths as a result of th:it. 
Is that the reason you \'isited the Catoctin, 
Maryland, camp last week, to build the mo­
rale up in the camp and give them public 
confidence? 

THI!. PusmENT. I visited the camp last 
week because I had agreed to some time ago 
and had been forced to caned one planned 
visit. I want to visit a good .1JW1Y of their 
camps. 

We all deeply regret any accidcnu or any 
violence or any injuries that may occur at 
any time. That is not the reason, though, 
or rather, that is not the sole reason why I 
should be interested in what they are doing. 
I hope by my visits to better understand their 
work, perhaps to stimulate some of them. 
and m\lybe improve on what is being done. 

Reporter: Thank you, Mr. President. 

nDI VOTING l.JGHTS Ml!.SSAGB 

THl! Pusml!HT. [9.] I should like to ask 
you to stay here for another 10 or 15 minutes, 
we will say 15 minutes, for the Attorney 
General to give you a very brief briefing on 
the high points of this mCSS3gc. and if you 
will do that for 15 minutes, he will be here 
longer and Mr. Moyers will, but at the con­
clusion of 15 minutes, I hope that Mr. Reedy 
will tell you, and any of you that need to 
rush away to meet your deadlines ca.n do so. 

:z8o 

·.,: 
[Al 1/iU poinl 1/ir AtlMtley GrnmJ tpo/(r 08 • 

-b«Uro-nti" btuiz. Tlir Prrtitirnl ''"" rua · 
1pr111(in1 on tlir r«arti.] 

I should like to observe that the 15 
utcs is about up, but at 9 o'clock, in Mr: 
Rccdy's office on Monday morning, we p~ 
and hope, and pray that we will have the 
message ready for you. If you will be read . 
for it, there will be a briefing there. . 

Over the past few weeks, l have d~. 
mined that we would have a voting rights 
law this year on about November 15th, and' 
so informed certain Memben of the Con! 
grcss and certain Governors of the Sta~ 
Since that time, I have talked to the majorirf 
and minority leaders, the chairmen of varj.; 
ous committees, the Speaker of the House;' 
and have reviewed with them the highlights 
of my viewpoint and have asked the Attorl 
ney General to go into some detail in con:;' 
ncction with the principles that we would· 
have in this bill. t 

We are very aoxious to have Democratic'_ 
and Republican support. As you know, 
President Kennedy in the Kcnnedy-Johnson1· 
administration in 1¢3, in the civil rights } .. 
measure that I counseled on and worked oU: ·, . · 
and approved, submitted to the Congress a ' .. 
voting rights section that provided, however, {~ 
for voting only in Federal elections. That '1;i: 
section was ddetcd in the legislation that ';{.: 
finally came to me and, as a result of that l'.' 
deletion, I have fdt that we should again . Zf '. 
approach that subject, but to extend it from ,; · 
Federal clcctions to both State and local } 
elcctionr. _.,. 

~· 
or!a::t:~: t~m:~=~ :d ~k~e~: _'_{ 

their suggestions, and asked for their coun. '>. 
sel. I have talked to various Southern Sen- · ·.,,, 
ators and Southern leaden including Gov- i§', 

ernors, and generally reviewed with them ,-~·· 
:·.:! 

Lyndon B. /ohnson, 1¢5 Mar. 15 [ 1071 

v.·bat I hope to have encompassed in this 
legislation. Of course. there will be amend­
ments and changes, and atcnsions and dele­
tions. But I think that our message will go 
to the Congress Monday. Perhaps the bill 
will accompany it. U not, it will go there 
very shortly. 

We will not only expect the Congress to 
gi,·c fair and just consideration to the ad­
minisuation bill, which they have been ask­
ing for for several days now, but to_ give 

consideration to any one suggestion, as they 
always do. 

So if you will be back at 9 o'clock Monday, 
we will have a briefing on the details of the 
message. 

We thank you for enduring us this after­
noon. 

Merriman Smith, United Press Interna­
tional: Thank you, Mr. President. 

Jfani: Prc:aident Johnson'• thirty-Ggbth news con· 
fcrena: was bc1d in tbc llosc Garden at the White 
House at 3:45 p.m. oo Saturday, Man:b 13, 1965. 

107 Special Message to the Congress: The American Promise. 
Mtlt'ch 15, 1965 

[ As delivered in person before a joint scssion ·at 9:02 p.m.. ) 

Mr. Spea'Jc.e-r, Mr. President, Membe-rs of the 
Congress: 

I speak tonight for the dignity of man and 
the destiny of dclllOCl'2ey. 

I urge every member of both parties, 
Americans of all religions and of all colors, 
from every section of this country, to join 
me in that cause. 

At times history and fate meet at a single 
time in a single place to shape a turning 
point in man's· unending search for freedom. 
So it was at Lexington and Concord. So it 
was· a century ago at Appomattox. So it 
was last week in Selma, Alabama. 

There, long-suffering men and women 
peacefully protested the denial of their rights 
as Americans. Many were brutally as­
sa ultcd. One good man, a man of God, was 
killed. 

There is no cause for pride in what has 
happened in Sclm3. There is no cause for 
sc:lf-satisfaction in the long denial of equal 
rights of millions of Americans. But there 
is cause for hope and for faith in our democ­
racy in wbat is happening here tonighL 

For the cries of pain and the hymns and 
protests of oppressed people bave summoned 
into convocation all the majesty of this great 
Government-die Government of the great­
est Nation on earth. 

Our mission is at once the oldest and the 
most basic of this country: to right wrong, 
to do justice, to serve man. 

In our time we have come to live with 
moments of great crisis. Our lives have 
been marked with debate about great issues; 
issues of war and peace, issues of prosperity 
and depression. But rarely in any time does 
an issue lay bare the scact heart of America 
itself. Rarely are we met with a challcoge, 
not to our growth or abundance, our welfare 
or our security, but rather to the values and 
the purposes and the meaning of our beloved 
Nation. 

The issue of equal rights for American 
Negroes is such an issue. And should we 
defeat every enemy, should we double our 
wealth and conquer the stars, and still be 
unequal to this issue, then we will have failed 
as a people and as a nation. 
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For with a COUDtry as with a person, 
"What is a man profited, if he shall gain the 
whole world, and lose his own soul?n 

There is no Negro problem. There is no 
Southern problem. There is no Northern 
problem. There is only an American prob­
lem. And we arc met here tonight as 
Americans-not as Democrats or Republi­
cans-we arc met here as Americans to solve 
that problem. 

This was the first nation in the history of 
the . world to be founded with a purpose. 
The great phrases of that purpose still sound 
in every American heart, Nonh and South: 
"All men arc created cqualn-"govcrnmcnt 
by consent of the.govcrnedn-"give me lib­
erty or give me dcath.n Well, those arc not 

just clever words, or those arc not just empty 
theories. In their name Amcricam have 
fought and died for two centuries, and to­

night around the world they stand there as 
guardians of our liberty, risking their lives. 

Those words arc a promise to every citizen 
that he shall share in the dignity of man. 
This dignity cannot be found in a man's 
possessions; it cannot be found in his power, 
or in his position. It really rests on his right 
to be treated as a man equal in opportunity 
to all others. It says that he shall share in 
freedom, he shall choose his leaden, educate 
his children, and provide for his family ac­
cording to his ability and his merits as a 
human being. 

To apply any other test-to deny a man 
his hopes because of his color or. race, his 
religion or the place of his bi~ not only 
to do injustice, it is to deny America and to 
dishonor the dead who gave their lives for 
American freedom. 

THE JlIGHT TO VOTE 

Our fathers believed that if this noble 
view of the rights of man was to Sourish, it 

must be rooted in democracy. The mae. 
basic right of all was the right to chooe 
your own leaders. The history of this COU: · 
try, in large measure, is the history of die . 
expansion of that right to all of our people. 

Many of the issues of civil rights arc VCZJ.' 
complex and most difficult. Bur about this . ~• 
there can and should be no arguincuL . 
Every American citizen must have an equal 
right to vote. There is no reason which aa· 
excuse the denial of that right. There is no 
duty which weighs more heavily on us thaa 
the d~ty wc have to ensure that right. 

Yet the harsh fact is that in many placa 
in this country men and women arc kept· 
from voting simply because they arc .· 
Negroes. ,: 

Every device of which human ingenuity 
is capable has been used to deny this right. 
The Negro citizen may go to register only 
to be told that the day is wrong, or the hour . 
is late, or the official in charge is absent.' ~ , _ 
And if he persists, and if he manages to-·~·· 
present himsd£ to the registrar, he may be .ii· 
disqualified because he did not spell out his ·~ 
middle name or because he abbreviated a' . 
word on the application. 

And if he manages to .611 out an ap~' ·,.. . 
tion he is given a test. The registrar is the · ·• .··· 
sole judge of whether he passes this test. ' -· 
He may be asked to recite the entire Con- . • 
stitution, or explain the most complex prO." : ·'. 
visions of State law. And· even a college ' · 
degree cannot be used to prove that he can , 

read and write. ' ·'· 
For the fact is that the only way to pass' : . 

these barriers is to show a white skin. ·. '-' · · 
Experience has clearly shown that the • 

existing process of law cannot overcome· ·:,)j\ 
systematic and ingenious discrimination. ~ 
No law that we now have on the books­
and I have hdpcd to put three of them ~-· 
thcrc--can ensure the right to vote when . 
local officials arc determined to deny it. }' ,. 
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In such a case our duty must be clear to 

311 of us. , 'The Constitution says that no 

person shall be kept from voting because of 
his race or his color. We have all swom an 
oath before God to support and to defend 
that Constitution. We must now act in 
obedience to that oath. 

GUAaANTEEING THE JllGHT TO VOTE 

Wednesday I will send to Congress a law 
designed to eliminate illegal hauicn to the 
right to Vote. 

The broad principles of that bill will be 
in the hands of the Democratic and Repub­
lican leaders tomorrow. After they have 
reviewed it, it will come here formally as a 
bill. I am. grateful for this opportunity to 
come here tonight at the invitation of the 
leadership to reason with my friends, to give 
them my views, and to visit with my former 
colleagues. 

I have had prepared a more comprehensive 
analysis of the legislation which I had in­
tended to transmit to the clerk tomorrow but 
which I will submit to the clerks tonight. 
But I want to really discuss with you now 
briefly the main proposals of this legislation. 

This bill will . strike down restrictions to 

voting in all dcctions-Fcdcral, State, and 
local-which have been used to deny Ne­
groes the right to vote. 

This bill will establish a simple, uniform 
standard which cannot be used, however in­
genious the effort, to Bout our Constitution. 

It will provide for citizens to be registered 
by officials of the United States Government 
if the State officials refuse to register them. 

It will eliminate tedious, unnecessary law­
suits which delay the right to vote. 

Finally, this legislation will ensure that 
properly registered individuals arc not pro­
hibited from voting. 

I will welcome the suggestions from all of 

the Members of Congress-I have no doubt 
that I will get some-on ways and means to 
strengthen this law and to make it effective. 
But experience has plainly shown that this is 
the only path to carry out the command of 
the Constitution. 

To those who seek to avoid action by their 
National Government in their own commu­
nities; who want to and who seek to main­
tain purely local control over dcctions, the 
answer is simple: 

Open your polling places to all your 
people. 

Allow men and women to register and 
vote whatever the color of their skin. 

Extend the rights of citizenship to every 
citizen of this land. 

THE NEED POil ACTION 

There is no constitutional issue here. 
The command of the Constitution is plain. 

There is no moral issue. It is wrong­
deadly wrong-to deny any of your fellow 
Americans the right to vote in this country. 

There is no issue of States rights or na­
tional rights. There is only the struggle for 
human rights. 

I have not the slightest doubt what will 
be your answer. 

The last time a President sent a civil rights 
bill to the Congress it contained a provision 
to protect voting rights in Federal elections. 
That civil rights bill was passed after 8 long 
months of debate. And when that bill came 
to my desk from the Congress for my signa­
ture, the heart of the voting provision had 
been eliminated. 

This time, on this issue, there must be no 
delay, no hesitation and no compromise with 
our purpose. 

W c cannot, wc must not, refuse to protect 
the right of every American to vote in every 
dcction that he may desire to participate in. 
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And wc ought not and we cannot and we 
must not wait another 8 months before 
we get a bill. We have already waited a 
hundred years and more. and the time for 
waiting is gone. 

So I ask you to join me in working long 
hours-nights and weekends, if ncccssary­
to pass this bill. And r don't make that 
request lightly. For from the window 
where I sit with the problems of our country 
I recognize that outside this chamber is the 
outraged conscience of a nation, the grave 
concern of many nations, and the harsh 
judgment of history on our acts. 

WE SHALL CJV]UlCOMB 

But even if wc pass this bill, the battle will 
not be over. What happened in Selma is 
part of a far larger movement which reaches 
into every section and State of America. It 
is the effort of American Negroes to secure 
for themselves the full blessings of American 
life. . 

Their cause must be our cause too. Be­
cause it is not just Negroes, but really it is 
all of us, who must overcome the crippling 
legacy of bigotry and injustice. 

And WC shall overcome. 
As a man whose rootS go deeply into 

Southern soil I know how agonizing racial 
feelings arc. I know how difficult it is to 
reshape the attitudes and the strueture of 
our society. 

But a century has passed, more than a 
hundred years, since the Negro was £recd. 
And he is not fully free tonight. 

It was more than a hundred years ago that 
Abraham Lincoln, a great President of an­
other party, signed the Emandpation Proc­
lamation, but emancipation is a proclamation 
and not a fact. 

A century has passed, more than a hun­
dred years, since equality was promised. 

And yet the Negro is not equaL _,. 
A century has passed since the day of · 

promise. And the promise is unkcpt. : ... ;C .: 
The time of justice has now come. I fdi''. ' 

you that I believe sincerely that no force c;Q' ·• ·, 
hold it hack. It is right in the eyes of mu·;-~-· 
and God that it should come. And whaa ·~ 
it docs, I think that day will brighten the'~ 
lives of every American. :};.: 

For Ne~ arc . not the only victimL_} 
How many white children have gone uncd.,~, _· 
ucatcd, how many white families have lived · '· 
in stark poverty, how many white lives havc:_i· 
been scarred by fear, because wc have wasted :.., 
our en~gy and our substance to mainta~.1: 
the barriers of hatred and tcrrori ,.,,_ -~ 

·-·r 
So I say to all of you here, and to all ia :; 

the Nation tonight, that those who appeal trt_} 
you to hold on to the past do so at the cost \ 

of denying you your future. .•:l ;_+ 
This great, rich. restless country can otttr :[. 

opportunity and education and hope to all:·:;: 
black and white, North and South, s1wc.· · . 
cropper and city dweller. These arc die : 
enemies: poverty, ignorance, disease. TbcJ. · 
arc the enemies and not our fellow man, not· ·· 

our neighbor. And these enemies too, pav~' 
crty, disease and ignorance, we shall over~ 

.come. ;~_ 
AH AMUICAH PROBLEM . :(..)': . 

. ~-r~ 
Now let none of us in any sections look , · 

with prideful righteousness on the uouble1: 
in another section, or on the problems of our: ~. 
neighbors. There is really no part of Amer- '3. 
ica where the promise of equality has bcm ~ 
fully kept. In Buffalo as well as in Binning·~ 
ham, in Philadelphia as well as in Selma,::~ 
Americans arc struggling for the fruiu oE :· 
freedom. :1j 

This is one Natinn. What happens ia :; 
Selma or in Cincinnati is a matter of legili-l 
mate concern to every American. But ~~ 
each of us look within our own hearts and -~ 
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our own communities, and let each of us 
put our . shoulder to the wheel to root out 
injustice wherever it exists. 

A5 we meet here in this pcaccful, historic 
chamber tonight, men from the South, some 
of whom were at lwo Jima, men from the 
;\'orth who have carried Old Glory to far 
corners of the world and brought it back 
without a stain on it, men from the East 
and from the West, arc all fighting to­
gether without regard to religion, or color, 
or region, in Viet-Nam. Men from t:Vcry 
region fought fur us across the world ::io 
years ago. 

And in these common dangers and these 
common sacrifices the South made its con­
tribution of honor and gallantry no less 
than any other region of the great Repub­
lic-and in some instances, a great many 
of them, more. 

And I have not the slightest doubt that 
good men from everywhere in this country, 
from the Great Lakes to the Gulf of Mczico, 
from the Golden Gate to the harbors along 
che Atlantic, will rally together now in this 
cause to vindicate the freedom of all Amer­
icans. For all of us owe this duty; and I 
believe that all of us will respond to it. 

Your President makes that request of 
every American. 

PROGRESS nDlOUCH THE DEMOCRATIC PltOCESS 

The real hero of this struggle is the Amer­
ican Negro. His actions and protests, his 
courage to risk safety and even to risk his 
life, have awakened the conscience of. this 
Nation. His demonstrations have been de­
signed to call attention to injustice, designed 
to provoke change, designed to stir reform. 

He has called upon us to make good the 
promise of America. And who among us 
can say that we would have made the same 
progress were it not for his persistent brav-

cry, and his faith in American democracy. 
For at the real heart of battle for equality 

is a deep-seated belief in the democratic 
process. Equality depends not on the fora: 
of arms or tear gas but upon the force of 
tnoral right; not on recourse to violence but 
on respect for law and order. 

There have been many pressures upon 
your President and there will be others as 
the days come and go. But I pledge you 
tonight that WC intend to fight this battle 
where it should be fought: in the courts, and 
in the Congress, and in the hearts of men. 

W c must preserve the right of free speech 
and the right of free assembly. But the 
right of free speech docs Dot carry with it, 
as has been said, the right to holler fire in 
a crowded theater. We must preserve the 
right to free assembly, but free assembly docs 
not carry with it the right to block public 
thoroughfares to traffic. 

We do have a right to protest, and a 
right to march under conditions that do not 
infringe the constitutional rights of our 
neighbors. And I intend to protect all those 
rights as long as .I am permitted to serve in 
this office. ' 

We will guard against violence, knowing 
it strikes from our hands the very weapons 
which we seek-progress, obedience to law, 
and belief in American values. 

In Selma as elsewhere we seek and pray 
for peace. We seek order. We seek unity. 
But we will not accept the peace of stiBcd 
rights, or the order imposed by fear, or the 
unity that stiBcs protest. For peace cannot 
be purchased at the cost of liberty. 

In Selma tonight, as in every-and we 
had a good day ther~ in every city, we 
arc working for just and pcaccful settlement. 
W c must all remember that after this speech 
I am making tonight, after the police and 
the FBI and the Marshals have all gone, and 
after you have promptly passed this bill, the 

'···-·""I' _________ ..... _________ _ 
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people of Selma and the other cities of the 
Nation must still live and work together. 
And when the ancntioo of the Nation has 
gone dscwherc they must try to heal the 
wounds and to build a new community. 

This cannot be easily done OD a battlo­
ground of violence, as the history of the 
South itself shows. It is in recognition of 
this that men of both races have shown such 
an outstandingly impressive responsibility 
in recent days-last Tuesday, again today. 

UGllTS MUST Bll OPPOB.TtJNITIES 

The bill that I am presenting to you will 
be known as a civil rights bill. Bur, in a 
larger sense, most of the program I am m:­
ommending is a civil rights program. Its 
object is to open the city of hope to all people 
of all races. 

Because all Americans just must have the 
right to vote. And we arc going to give 
them that right. 

All Americans must have the privileges 
of citizenship regardless of race. And they 
arc going to have those privileges of citizen­
ship regardless of race. 

But I would like to caution you and re­
mind you that to aercisc these privileges 
takes much more than just legal right. It 
requires a trained mind and a healthy body. 
It requires a decent home, and the chance 
to .find a job, and the opportunity to escape 
from the clutches of poverty. 

Of course, people cannot contribute to the 
Nation if they arc never taught to read or 
write, if their bodies arc stunted from hun­
ger, if their sickness goes untended, if their 
life is spent in hopeless poverty just drawing 
a welfare check. 

So we want to open the gates to oppor­
tunity. But we arc also going to give all 
our people, black and white, the hdp that 
they need to walk through those gates. 
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THE PUB.POSE OP THIS OOVEB.NMENT 
·~: 

My first job after college was as a teacher . ,"t,,: 
in Cotulla, Tex., in a small Mexican-Amer- .,,t· 
ican school. Few of them could speak Eng- .' .'.i 
lish, and I couldn't speak much Spanish. ,<:~ 
My students were poor and they often came · :,.! 

. .-:·~:· 
to class without breakfast, hungry. They 
knew even in their youth the pain of prcj- ,~f 
udicc. They never seemed to know why ; :fa 
people disliked them. But they knew it wu 'J~· 
so, because I saw it in their eyes. I often ~_t:~. 
walked home late in the afternoon, after the ~3 '. 
ciassCs were .fini-L....1 wishing there was !\ .C 

~ ~~-_., 

more that I could do. But all I knew was ~.~ : 
to teach them the litdc that I knew, hoping ]'.:'· 

that it might hdp them against the hard-II: ~. 
ships that lay ahead. -'<. : 

Somehow you never forget what poverty' · .. 
and hatred can do when you sec ill scan on ·, · 
the hopcful face of a young child. ·:~. : 

I never thought then. in 1928, that I would · •: · 
be standing here in 1965. It never even oc..: '' · 
curred to me in my fondest dreams that I •· 
might have the chance to hdp the sons and >. 

daughters of those students and to hdp pco- >!:: 
pie like them all over this country. .,i_ 

But now I do have that chance-and I'll •· 
lct·'fOU in OD a secret-I mean to USC it. And 
I hope that you will use it with me. ~ 

This is the richest and most powerful : 
country which ever occupied the globe..!~ 
The might of past empires is little compared i 

to ours. But I do not want to be the Prcsi- j, 

dent who built empires, or sought grandeur,-·;~. 
or atcndcd dominion. : 

I want to be the President who educated , 
young children to the wonders of their ·:; -
world. I want to be the President who ~. : 
hdpcd to feed the hungry and to prepare :· 
them to be taxpayers instead of taxcatcn. :\ 

I want to be the President who hdpcd the '.r 
poor to .find their own way and who pro-·' '. 
teaed the right of every citizen to vote in _;~· 
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every election. 
I want to be the President who hdpcd to 

end hatred amoog his fellow men and who 
promoted love among the people of all races 
and all regions and all parties. 

I want to be the President who helped to 
end war amoog the brothers of this earth. 

And so at the request of your beloved 
Speaker and the Senator from Montana; the 
majority leader, the Senator from Illinois; 
the minority leader, Mr. McCulloch, and 
other Members of both parties, I came here 
tonight-not as President Roosevelt came 
down ooc time in person to veto a bonus 
bill, not as President Truman came down 
one time to urge the passage of a railroad 
bill-but I came down here to ask you to 
share this task with me and to share it with 
the people that we both work for. I want 
this to be the Congress, Rq>ublicans and 
Democrats alike, which did all these things 

for all these people. 
Beyond this great chamber, out yoadcr 

in 50 States, arc the people that we serve. 
Who can tell what deep and unspoken hopes 
arc in their hearts tonight as they sit there 
and listen. We all can guess, from our own 
lives, how dillicult they often find their own 
pursuit of happiness, how many problems 
each little family has. They look most of all 
to thcmsclves for their futures. But I think 
that they also look to each of us. 

Above the pyramid on the great seal of the 
United States it says-in Latin-"God has 
favored our undertaking." 

God will not favor everything that we do. 
It is rather our duty to divine His will. But 
I cannot hdp believing that He truly under­
lblDds and that He really favors the under­
taking that WC begin here tonight. 

Jnml: 'l1ie addrca WU broadcut nationally. 
Sec abo ltans 108, 109, 409· 

108 Special Message to the Congress on the Right To Vote. 
March 15, 1965 

To the Congress of tlie Uniletl SlllleS: 
In this same month ninety-five years ago-­

on March 30, 18;ro--tbc Constitution of the 
United States was amended for the fifteenth 
time to guarantee that no citizen of our land 
should be denied the right to vote because 
of race or color. 

The command of the Fifteenth Amen~ 
ment is unequivocal and its equal force upon 
State Governments and the Federal Govern­
ment is unarguable. 

Section I of this Amendment provides: 
The right of citizens of the United States to 
\•otc shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account 
of race, color, or previous condition of 
servitude. 

By the oath I have taken "to preserve, 
protect and defend the Constitution of the 
United States," duty directs-and strong 
personal conviction impcls-diat I advise the 
C.Ongrcss that action is ncccssary, and neces­
sary now, if the Constitution is to be upheld 
and the rights of all citizens arc not to be 
mocked, abused and denied. 

I must rcgrctfully rcpon to the Congress 
the following facts: 

1. That the Fifteenth Amendment of our 
Constitution is today being systematically 
and willfully circumvented in certain State 
and local jurisdictions of our Nation. 

:z.. That representatives of such State and 
local governments acting "under the color 
of law," arc denying American citizens the 
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TO: 

FROM: 

CC: 
CC: 

10-Jul-1995 07:2Spm 

Janice A. Enright 

Karen L. Hancox 
Off ice of Political Affairs 

Douglas B. Sosnik 
Ruby G. Moy 

T H E P R E S I D E N T 

SUBJECT: RE: Minyon Moore's proposal for August Voting Rights event 

Per DS' suggestion, I asked if this was something POTYUS could do 
via satellite. Minyon said yes. 

She is getting us a proposal for a satellite event. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

CC: 
CC: 

10-Jul-1995 04:05pm 

Janice A. Enright 

Karen L. Hancox 
Off ice of Political Affairs 

Douglas B. Sosnik 
Ruby G. Moy 

T H E P R E S I D E N T 

SUBJECT: RE: Minyon Moore's proposal for August Voting Rights event 

I told Minyon POTUS is on vacation during her event. 

She asked if POTUS could do it another time. 

I told her there did not seem to be a lot of excitement here for 
the event, but I would ask DS again. 

I have not had a chance to talk to him yet 
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TO: 
TO: 

FROM: 

CC: 

10-Jul-1995 02:56pm 

Douglas B. Sosnik 
Karen L. Hancox 

Janice A. Enright 
Off ice of the Chief of Staff 

Ruby G. Moy 

T H E P R E S I D E N T 

SUBJECT: Minyon Moore's proposal for August Voting Rights event 

Is it safe to asssume that Minyon's proposal is being handled by 
us? Harold has not been brought into the conversation yet (to my 
knowledge). Is anyone interested in pursuing? Should we have a 
meeting with Alexis, Doug, Karen, Harold and Minyon? 

Please advise. 

J. 



26 June 1995 

MEMORANDUM TO 

CC: 

FROM: 

SUBJECT: 

DOUG SOSNIK 
KAREN HANCOX 

ALEXIS HERMAN ,/"' 

Harold. Ickes~, 

(_ 
c: 
:z: 
(,0 

C) 

Proposed DNC voter registration and participation 
program 

Attached is a "draft 2" of a memorandum from Greg Moore of the 
DNC to Minyon Moore of the DNC dated 23 March 1995 describing the 
1995-96 vbter registration and participation program to be 
conducted by the Democratic Party. 

Also attached is a 22 May 1995 memorandum from Greg Moore to Don 
Fowler and Minyon Moore regarding the same subject. I received 
both of these documents last week (21 June 1995) from Minyon 

•Moore. 

Let's discuss and then' set up a meeting with the DNC to go over 
these proposals. 
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DRAFI' I 2 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: Mlnyon Moore, Dire(tor 
Campalp. Di~ion, Democratic National Committee 

FR: GreaorY T. Moore, Deputy Director 
Campalp Dl'filion 

IE: 1995-96 Voter Reailtradon and Pardclpadou Program 

DA TE: March 23, 1995 

I. OVERVIEW -
Since 1989 the Democratic National Committee's Office of Voter Registration and 

Participation (OVRP) bas been responsible for coordination of voter registration. education and 
get out the vote activities among DNC core constituency groups, within state and local party 
oraanizatiom and supportive community based organiz.itions. The office also suppon.ed the 
passage and full implementation of the National Voter Registration Act of 1993, a.k.a. the 
motor voter bill and the enforcement of the Vodng Rights Act of 1965 an~ its amendments. 

The OVRP served as a division of the DNC Voter Participation, Training, and Public 
Liaison working in conjunction with the Political Division and Governmental Affairs. and the 
DNC legal affairs office. OVRP worked vigorously with state panies and advocacy groups to 

ensure that states are enacting Motor Voter enabling legislation. 

The nation's leading motor voter advocacy organization. Human Serves estimates that 
between 20 to 30 mllllon new voters will be added to the rolls by November, 1996. This would . . 

in effect be the most uwsive increase of registered voters in U.S. hiscory in the shortest period 
of time. With this new reality, the primary objective of the campaign division is to shift our 
operational infrastrUcture from voter registration to voter edueation and mobilization. The 
political impact of the Motor Voter Bill will be astounding and will change the face and 
clw'acter of the American electorate. 

With the establi5hment of the Campaign Division, these areas have been collapsed into 
the clusrer chat make up the campaign division's core operations. While a separate Office of 
Voter Registration and Panicipation may not exist as a separate entity, we are proposing that its 
core program thrust be modified and· continued in the following fonn . 
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This transition will require a multi-faceted voter ouueach program that: 1) focus on 
tracking of new voten registered through motor vot.er, 2) promote wgete.d registration in state 
parties and Coordinated Campaigns through surgical voter registration efforts that are carefully 
targeted to supplement MV efforts. 3) a concentrated effort to motivate our base voters, and 4) 
developing voter outreach programs that link legislative initiatives oftbe Clinton Administration. 

D. 94 ELECTION SUMMARY AND PROJECTIONS 

Despite historic losses of Democrats across the nation, the ;94 turnout of African 
Americans increased by nearly l 0 3 over 1990. This was due in part to our collective Base 
Voter Mobilization operation in conjunction with White House Political, state parties, and 
coordinated campaigns. Post election surveys revealed that the turnout among African 
Americans, Hispanic and Asian Pacific in pa.n.icular produced some record breaking rumour over 
and above the 1990 performance. · 

(See 1994 Chart A2 Election Analysis: Voter Shifts in Mid-Term Elections; 1986-94). 

Additionally, Members of the Congressional Black Caucus. the Hispanic Caucus and the 
Asian Pacific Caucus were re-elected by comfortable margins. Most notable were the turnout 
in Majority-Minority districts that had been under attaek by the courts and Republican led 
plaintiffs. Women voters also voted Democratic in higher proportion then men. Even young I voters, 18-24 voted slightly Democratic in a year of some Republican landslides. 

The political climate of '95 and '96 will make the impact of NVR.A more apparent than 
the nascent indications of '94. recent polling data suggest that the rhetoric of the Republican 
revolution of '94. embodied in the Conrracr with America, has begun to dissipate. At the sam.e 
tinle Democratic base voters are starting to grasp the real life meaning of the Republican agenda. 
This environment coupled with the opporrunities created by NVRA presents an surprisingly 
optimistic outlook for Democrats in '95 and '96. The Motor Voter Monitoring and Tracking 
Project (MVMTP) will enable us to capitalize on the synergy of these factors to affect the 
outcome of the base vorer groups. The factual data provided by (MVMTP) will impact the way 
base vote strategies are incorporated. The information is a necessary prelude for the strategic 
targeting and planning amongst the base voters and ~new" voters created by NVRA. 

(See Chart Al 1994 Election Analysis: Tum Out Trends) 
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· CliART'A2 
i ' 

1994 ELECTION ANALYSIS: 
VOTER SBIFfS IN MID·TERM ELECTIONS OF 1986 • 1994 

121§ l22Q ~ 

RACE 

WHifE 
Democrats 49 50' 42 
R.epublicaos Sl 50 58 

W. WOMEN 
Democrats so 52 45 
Republic am so 48 SS 

W. MEN 
Democrats 47 48 38 
Republicans 53 S2 62 

BLACK 
Democrats 86 79 88 
Republicans 14 21 12 

B. WOMEN 
·Democrats 88 80 90 
Republicans 12 20 10 

B.MEN 
Democrats 84 79 85 
Republicans . 16 2L 15 

HISPANIC 
Democrats 75 72 70 
RepublicanS 2S 28 30 

QEOGRAPHY· 

EAST 

Democrats 52 .54 52 
Republicans 48 46 48 
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WEST 
Democrats !51 54 S9 
Republicans 49 46 41 

t MJDWUT 
Democrats S3 45 44 
Republicans 47 49 56* See Radical Right Section 

SOlJTH 
Democrats ~6 54 45 
Republicaas 44 46 SS• See Radical Right Section 

PABTY LOYALTY 

DEMOCRATS 
Democrats 81 79 90 
Republicam 19 21 10 

REPUBLICANS 
Democrats 20 23 7 
Republicam 80 77 93 

INDEPENDDiilS 
Democrats 52 52 44 
Republicans 48 48 S6 
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m. GOALS AND OBJECTIVES 

I) Tbe Motor Voter Monltorina and Traddnc Project 

This program will be established as an outgrowth of the pre-implementation Motor Voter 
Support Project. The MVMTP would continue the monitoring of implementation process of 
NVRA in non-compliance, with a focus on 1995/96 targeted cities and su.tes. 

Rationale 

It is estimated that sligbily over one third, or 10 million are registering as Independents, 
with the remaining being followed by 10 million Democrats and 10 million Republicans added 
to the ·rolls that will impact every. race fr0111 presidential. congressional, and focal election. 
Within four yean, me country will go from 5S% registration to 903 regis~tion. The changing 
face of the electorate wilt• now include millions of new voters who have not pledged alliance to 
any party. These new voters are much more likely to vote based on the candidate~ s message and 
the issues they feel· most effect their daily lives. , 

In 1994, just over 503 of young people ages 18-24 are registered, but over 92 3 have 
driver's license. In 1992, less than 40% of low income people were registered. By November 
96 aeneral this number will im:;rease to an unprecedented 65%. By 1998, over 903 will be 
empowered for the first time in American History. Lastly. the NVRA ends long standing 
practices of purging voters for not voting and calls for a uniform system of updating registration. 
It is clear that this legislation will affect the everyday lives of me American people. 

The project would: 

1) Create new programs within the CampaiiJl Division to provide data on a monthly basis on 
pick-up of new registrants in our targeted states for 199S/96 according to party 
identification, county. city, race, gender and where possible, by precinct. This project can 
be aided significantly by the research and expertise of Buman Serve, a New York bued voter 
registration advocacy organizations which has advocated and advanced motor voter and agency 
based registration for over 12 years. A contractual or vender relationship should be considered 
that would aid the division's efforts in: 

A. Incorporating a traeking system imo state party operations; 
B. Releasing a Monthly Repon to DNC Chairmen. affiliates and allies, and 
C. Continue to Track legal and lezislative progress of non-complying states 

2) encourage party activists and community organizations to coordinate voter 
regisuation/education programs in states that bave not complied with federal starute 

3) Use National Voter Registration Form in non-compJying states; , · 
4) Work to ball purges for non-voting in jurisdictions that are failing to comply with new 

prohibitions. 

• (See MotOr Voter Chart Al and Bl) 
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Motor Voter Monttoriag and Traddn1 Project: Targeted States 

1) States in non·compliance: California, Dlloois, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, and 
Mlcblpn. 

2) Stat.es with statewide or municipal elections in 1995 and Republicans Governors 
opposed to legislation: Including, Mississippi, Louisiana, New York, New Jersey, 

Texas, Ohio, Montana, Alabama 
3) States with January l, 1996 Deadlines for implementation: Arkansas, Delaware, 

VIJ'linia 

2) DNC Based Voter Mobilization ., 

Promote voter registration and outreach effons among the Democratic party's core 
constituency groups, African Americans, Latino, Asian Pacific, Women. Jewish, ·working men 
and women, the labor community, gay and Lesbian voters, and the disability community; 
coordination of the White Hou5e, DCCC, DSCC, and DGA in Bue Voter Mobilization in 
targeted states including; specialry media, GOTV rallies, poster and literature distribution, and 
monitoring of non-profit mobilization efforu. The scenario and opportunities for the Democratic 
Party to affect the base vote groups are presemed in the following: 

1. lnfrastrudure: Formation of Working Group ofDNC African American Senior/Support Staff 
to Coordinate B~ Voter Mobilization Activities 

2. Focus Groups and Polling: Implementation of proposal submitted by Ron Lester for 10 
regional African A?Mrican Focus Groups on issues. (Affirmative Action, Welfare, Party 
identification, etc.) -

3. Educating Our Base: Regular Mail to 1000 appointees, Newsletter, packaged radio satellite 
feeds on consistent basis through Black Radio Networks, Road Show including Minyon 
Moore, African American Appointees and Key Democratic leaden 

4. Placement of African American Staff in Campaips, and Cli.oton-Gore'96 
5. Coordination of Ministen. Blade Church Plan of Action 
6. DNC Black Caucus Retreat/Conference (Mid May) 
7. HBCU/CoDege Democrat Voter Registration Plan 
8. Targeting Marginal Republican Districts witb 20t;b + AA population 

See Chart Cl: Marginal AA Districts 

·Women 

While women make up over 50% of the voting age population in the U.S., a special emphasis 
will be placed on women of color, single parent mothers, aid recipients as well as middle class 
women. 1995 is the 75th Anniversary of \\·omen's Suffrage. lbis is an ideal setting for an 
offensive campaign to mobilize and galvaniu women against the Republican's "anti-women" 
crusade. This event will involve the panicipation of many national women's organizations and 
networks, and an easy media magnet. 

I 

I 
I. 
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/Alinola 

In reaction to the California anti·immigrant initiative, Proposition 187, the Latino/a communiry 
assembled a massive grassroots machine in 1994. Their efforts have prepared and strengthened 
Latino activists for the battles in '9S and '96 against the continued Republican initiatives that will 
hurt this community. The force of their efforts is not limited to the state of California. The 
lessons learned from '94 has intensified ·the efforts of Latino/a activists on a grassroots and 

. national level across the country. 

See chart C 2 (which identifies taraets of latino mobilization based on marginal republican 
districts with significant Latino populations). 

Asian Paci/ft 

The Asian Pacific American (AP A) media has been the key source of information froni which 
to galvanize the political activity of this community. As with the Latino/a communicy, a 
significant amount of voter registration can take place in front of court houses after citizen.ship 
swearing-in ceremonies. ln addition, increased educational efforts in specialty press about 
registering to vote in accordance with NVRA guidelines, and continued message delivery about 
the specific harmful effects of Republican initiatives to their communities is critical. According 
to the Inunigration and Naturalization Service, the increasing IRllDber of legal permanent 
residents across the country seeking to become U.S. citizens. -

Base Voter lnltial Target states: 

African American: California, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Dlinois, Mm., Michigan 
New Jersey, OkJahoma, Virpnia, Georgia, Florida, Tennessee, 
Delaware, North Carolina, Maryland, 

Latino: California, New York, Tens, Florida, Pennsyl~ania, Dlinois, Michigan, New 
Jersey, New Mexico 

Asian Pacific American: California, New York, Dlinois, Maryland, Virginia, Texas, 
Wasbington 

Voter Registration and Empowerment Coalition 

Our networking in 1994 centered around manballing all our allies within and outside of the 
party to coordinate a centralized massive voter registration effon. We are proposing the party 
once again coordinate a National Voter Reptration and Empowerment Month. August 1st 
through August 30th 1995 would be designated with Actual voter registration efforts continuing 
throughout the fall to voter registration deadlines in each targeted state. (Effons would continue 
through October 8, 1994, the cut off dates for most states). 
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3. POLITICAL EMPOWERMENT ZONES, modeled after mJD's Economic Empowerment· 
Zones, and Enlefprise Zones, would be kicked off in September, 1995 in 10 urban areas listed 
below. The zones will be coordinated by working in conjunction with several supportive 
community based non-profit organizations to suppon this concept in the wgeted urban and rural 
centers. Centtal to the Political Empowerment Zones is the development of new innovative voter 
registration models which include the use of four major Clinton Administration initiatives to 
conduct voter registtation: They are: 

A. Earned Income Tu Credit Voter Resb"tratlon Project: 
lmplementatiun Date: February 1, 1996 

A 10 week program to conduct model voter registration programs in community based 
cemen while signing up eligible low income recipiems to apply for the EITC to file 
income tax ret\lmS. The project is model after a 1990 pilot program in Greensboro, 
North Carolina. A national FJTC awareness program is currently being coordinated by 
the Center on Bud&et Priorities. The project would be established within each of the 
Empowerment Zones as pilot projects throughout the tax ·season from February 15th 
through April 15. 1995. 

B. Nadonal Service Corps: by establishing civic responsibility model projects that 
promotes voter participation in Public Housing projects and Low income communities. 
Model projects will provide on site reaistration and expansion of polling places in more 
accessible areas. Model Pr'"'·.· ~~·~ill be coordinated in seven cities in conjunction with 
tenant association and other suppcinive community based organization. 

C. VRJGOTV for Core Democratic Vote in 9S Mayors Races 

In. addition to high visible registration activities, priority would be given toward 
monitoring the implementation of Motor Voter in our wgeted cities and states with 
Gubernatorial races. A special emphasis would be placed on states in non-compliance 
Taqeted states include: Miuissippi. Loubiana, Kentucky, New Jersey, and Vireinia. 
A voter coordination of OOTV activities in mayoral races in 1995 with a special 
emphasis on Democratic candidates and the issues imponant to the core Democratic 
constituency . A special emphasis will be placed on voter education that identifies hot 
button issues that will cum out the. vote of core democratic constituencies; African 
Americans, Latinos, low income communities and young voters 18-29. 

4) Fundraising: Commemoration or Voting Rights Anniversaries 

1995 will mark three very unique annivcnaries. The 125th Anniversary of rhe 15th 
Amendment to the Constitution, which granted the right to vote to African Americans for the 
first time; tbe 75th Anniverwy of the 19th Amendment granting Women the right to vote and 
the 30th Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act oN~ which dismantled Jim Crow voting 
scheme~ throughout the souch and across the nation. 

The DNC Campaign Division could use this as an opportunity to sponsor a major fund raising 
event in Washington in recognition of these important anniversaries. · 

. . 
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The gathering could be comparable to the President's Binbday fundraiscr held in August, of 
1994 with the goal of mobilizing a major gatheriilg of civil rights and vocina rights activists all 
year. Proceeds would support our ongoing base voter registration effons. 
Suaested Theme: DNC Salutes the Right to Vote 

Polidcal Empowerment Zone Targets 95/96 Taraets 

First Tier 

Baltimore, Md. 
Atlanta, Ga. 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
San Francisco 
Mississippi Delta, 

2nd Tier 

Memphis. Tenn. 
New Orleans, La. 
Norfolk, Va. 
Binningbam, Ala. 
Denver, Colorado 

. t 3rd Five (First Tier 96) ·· 

Detroit, Michigan 
New York, N.Y. 
Chicago, Illinois 
Cleveland, Ohio 
Los Angeles, Calif. 

5) Voter Empowerment Coalitions Building 
· There ate four components: 
A) Track and monitor voter ·outreach programs among vo1er registtation, civil rights, 

labor and church based groups. 
8) Convene meetings with national voter registration, civil rights and labor organizations 

to increase efficiency a:od avoid duplication among allied constituency organizations. 
C) The collection and review of all voter registration proposals submitted to the DNC 

along with recommendations for funding to the Campaian Divisions and Coordinated 
campaign donors. · 

D) Re-establish the Nadoaal Voter Regbtration and EDipowennent Month for the 
1995 and 96 campaign cycle. Support for this project would be drawn from the 20-25 
advocacy orgaDizations which co-sponsored the registration drives and helped 
distributed a national poster and other literature to 20 targeted states. 1994. (See insert) 

• Targets: Need based on the assessment of organizations field operations 
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Would consist of assistins the training division in developing and conducting regional 
training seminars for campaign organiurs on new strategies in voter registration organizing. 
Additionally we would develop specialized voter registration training aids: 

A. Develop and Conduct voter registration training program for states: 
B. Develop new VR trainina manual ("Making Motor voter work for you") 
C. Develop training Videotape Series 
E. Regular Updates to local party officials about development in . 

1. Motor voter federal legislation, 
2. Pending changes in election law 

IV. Conclusions 

The Office of Voter Registration and Participation presented a Election Analysis to Report to 
the Democnt;-: oarty Chairman outlining three of the many factors that contributed to this loss 
includes the l) lack of resources within cooroinated campaigns and state parties directed toward 
year round ongoing voter· registration activities; 2) the relatively short time span necessary 
between approval of CC's budgets and registration deadlines, and 3). the lack of full funding l:o 
many of the non-partisan voter participation groups who were unable to mount fully operational 
registration and GOTV efforts in many of our targeted states. 

It is important that the new campaign division learn from the lessons of 1993 and 1994. It is 
panicularly critical in a year when millions of new voten are being added to the rolls who do 
not have a history of political involvemem and are in desperate need of political education and 
motivation. This proposal is part of a first step in putting in the necessary infrastructure to make 
complement the other divisions within the Campaign Departmem. 

! 
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ANALYSIS OF VAPIHVAPCURRENTI MOTOR VOTER PROJECTIONS FOR 1995196 

State Total VAP Tota& Hisp. Est. Est. Reg. Mayoral 996 
Hisp. ., or Unreg. Un reg. Hisp . Races Seti ate 
VAP Total Total VAP Hisp.VAP VAP Races 

VAP 

I ARIZONA 2,671,008 442,000 16.5 .. 789,00I MS,000 
44. '"' 

NIA NIA 

CALIFORNIA 22,340,GOO 5,443,000 24.4"Ji, 9,476,00I 4,059,000 25.4% San NIA 
Frandsco 

COLORADO 2,451,000 218,000 4.9 .. 620,800 73,000 '6.5% Denver OPEN 
Brown 

FLORIDA 10,856,00D 1,349,000 12.41i J,856,000 877,0IO 35.0% JacksonvlDe N/A 

D..LINOIS 8,676,000 646,000 7.4., 2,425,000 423,800 34.6"1 Chicago OPEN 
Simon 

NEW MEXICO l,0'79,000 334,000 31.K JSS,000 144,000 56.8% NIA Domenici 
• (R) 

NEW YORK IJ,4tn,ooo 1,172,000 8.7% 5,087,080 723,000 JB.3"1 NIA NIA 

NEW JERSEY 5,838,teO 564,000 9.7% 1,866,000 357,880 36.8% NIA Bradley 
(fl) 

PENNSYLVANIA 9,170,000 107,080 l.Z'li 3~203;,000 55,000 48.S~ Philadelphia NIA 

TEXAS 12,267,000 2,886,000 22.9% 4,311,000 1,603,000 42.9% Houston, Grwnm 
Dallas, San (R} 
Antonio 

·Source: U.S. Census Bureau 
National Committee for an Effective Congress (NCEC) 
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Marginal Republican Districts with Sipirlltallt Afriala-Alllerican Populatiolls· 

Pel cent Republican 
Scale/District Black Total '94 % Margin 

1. Fred Heine111an NC/4 20 50 1,313 

2. Jay Dickey AK/4 27 52 6,106 

3. Steve Stoclunan TX/9 22 52 9,710 

4. Steve Chabot OH/I 30 56 20,188 

5. David Funderbuck NC/2 22 56 17,SS8 

6. Walter Jones~ Jr. NC/3 22 53 7,244 

1. Richard Burr NC/5 15 57 21.457 

8. Roger Wicker MS/I 23 63 33,665 

9. Saxby Chambliss GA/8 21 63 36,000 

10. Sonny Callahan AUi 29 67 52.285 

• In order of priority. 1be fJrst three members are on the DCCC's "Republican Incumbent Communication's Priority List." They 
represen11he most vulnerable Republican districts with significant African-American populations. 
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Ma~nal Repuhlkan Districts with Signir1a11t Latino Populations• 
CSI 
CJ) 

'· Percent Republican I\) 
....... 

~1te/District Hispanic Total '94 Ji Magin ' • •ii 
I. Andrea Seastrand CA/22 21 49 1.563 

. U1 

....... 
I\) 

2. William (Bill) Thornberry TX/13 19 56 15,779 I\) 
rn 

3. Ken Calvert CA/43 25 55 25,158 
0 z 
0 

4. Carlos Moorhead CA/27 20 52 13.59CJ "' I\) 
(S) 

5_ Sonny Bono CA/44 28 56 29,857 . I\) 
J:>,. 
U1 
CJ) 
....... 

6. Bill Martini NJ/8 17 50 2,007 J:>,. 
....... 
J:>,. 

7. Steve Hom CA/38 26 59 3l,S44 

8. Robert (Bob) Doman CA/46 so 51 16.484 

9. Henry Bonilla TX/23 63 62 29,114 

JO. Brian Bi/bray CA/49 11 49 4.686 

l l. Joe Skeen NM/2 42 63 37,250 

12. George Radnovich CA/19 24 57 31,523 

/j_ Michael Flanagan IL/5 13 55 12.261 

14. J.D. Hayworth AZ/6 13 54 25.739 

15. Frank. Riggs CAii ll 53 13.153 z 
0 

.. In order of priority_ They rep~nt the most vulnerable Republican districts with significant Hispanic populations. Italicized 
-1 
.[. 
CJ) 

memhers are on the DCCC's "Republican Incumbent Communication·s PriO£ity List "' 
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Donald L fowler 
.\"at1011al Chair 

. TO: 

FROM: 
DATE: 
RE: 

I . 

MEMORANDUM 

Cbalrmaa Don Fowler 
Mlnyon Moore 
Greg Moore 
May 22, 1995 
DNC Voter Registration/Mobilization Plan of Action, 1995 

------··-~---·-- ......... . 
Summary 

N0.745 P0i;32/008 

Chri~tophcr J. Dolin 
C111rral Chair 

The voter registration plan being submitted represents a new approach to our voter 
registration and mobillzadons eft'orts. It is centered around the integration ot the various 
compoaenu of tbe Campaign Division clusters with existing Democratic afriliated 
organizations and state part}' coordinated campaigns. It also involves tbe utilization of our 
allied voter participation community DeteSSary for carrying out an efl'ective voter 
mobilization drive to help register 5 Million new Voters. 

Tbe four central components to this plan are: 

I. Energizing the DNC Campaign Division's voter outreach effons by incorporate registration 
and education into every componen1 of the campaign division. (See Page 2) 

D. Gaining support of Aaodadons of Democratic Elected Officials for registration effons 
by state, counties, cities and Congressional Districts. (See Page 3) 

m. Establisbmem of three statewide VR campaigns in Mississippi, California and Michigan, 
support for model voter registtation programs in New Jersey, Varginia and Kentucky for their 
statewide voter mobilil.ation efforts. 

IV. Developmen1 of an Effective marketiq plan that will stimulate and motivate our targeted 
base voters to register and let out the vote on election day in 199' and 1996. (See Ofield Dukes 
memorandum) 

I. Voter Re&i@ation AMistance Pro&J1UDS bv Diyision 

The following is a list of activities that the various cluster areas of the campaign division 
will undertake to assist in the campaign division. 

Democr:ati(; Party Headqwuten • 450 South Capitol Street., S.E. • Wuhingtoa. D.C. 20005 • 202.863.8000 • FAX: 2?2.tlti3.8I~4 
· Pa.id for b~· the Oemocratic '.'llational Comm.ill~- Contrib1.1uons lO lhe Democratu: ~ational Committee MC nOl tall deductible. 
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l. Voter Repnration Assistaace Progr~ by Divisions 

A. Bue Voter Outreacb: Identify pockets of unregistered voters in wgeted scaces by 
congressional district for each constituency group. Build support for DNC initiared Voter 
Registration and OUtreach effons among DNC constituency organizations. 

B. Inter Go~ernmental Relations: Secure endorsements and proclamations from Elected 
officials for registration projects in tar1eted states. 

C. Coordinated Campaips: Incorporate Voter Registration plans into each state plan submitted 
and approved; monitor and track new registrants. 

D. Trainin1: Conduct Voter Registtation/education training series into Training Curriculum 

E. Speakers Bureau: Help coordinate surrogates, Celebrity and other public officials into Voter 
Registration rallies and special events in wgeted cities; heavy use of radio and specialty media. 

F. Regional Desks: Build support for DNC sponsored voter outreach efforts among pany chairs 
and Democratic activists. 

G. Schedulin1: Use of Cabinet Secretaries for special evem and rallies, town meetings and 
community sponsored voter education and. issue awareness projects:· (i.e. Designation of Political 
Empowerment Zones) 

H. Research and Technology: Begin the imputing of up to date voter registtation statistics from 
Motor Voter through state by state tracking with assista.ace from Human Serve and NCEC. 

I. Media/Communications: Coordinate Press conferences, distribute news releases, development 
of PSA's for Radio, TV and print. Develop promotioJlll brochures, bumper stickers. posters. 
bunons, hats and other materials on voting- Democratic and anti-republican: 

D. National Voter Resjstration and Emgowerment Campaim 

A major White House/DNC Event would kick off an national efforu to bring together· an array 
of an array of elected officialst labor leaders, celebrities and olher notables will be joining in 
this national drive to encourage area.1er voter registration aod panicipation. 

NVREC is just the first step in a long process to empower base supponers that ~e up che core 
of the Democratic Party. Effective and highly visible voter panicipation and empowerment 
campaigns will be established first in our wget:ed 95 states, and in electoral battle ground states. 

Pilot Projects: develop model wgeted registration programs: Central components of VR 
proposal: Coordinate high visibility voter outreach campaigns that will educate the newly 
registered voten through a series of programs and activities in the targeted states. 
These projects will include: 
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DNC RePstntion Goal S Miiiion New Democratic Voten by November 1996. 

LL Cool J/Youth Mobilization ...• l Million 

This effort. to be spearheaded by Rap Artist/ Actor U. Cool 1 will work iD conjunction 
with the College Democrats,· Youne Democrau, Rock the Vote, Black Student Leadership 
Network, the United States Student Association, Campus Greenvote and other Student and youth 
issue and voter outreach oraanizations. 

Labor •••••••.. 1 Million 

This effort wm be coordinated in conjunction with the AFL-CIO Cope, the A. Philip 
Randolph Institute, the Coalition of Black Trade Unionist. AFSCME. SEIU, and a number of 
other labor organizations. Targets will include membership registration as well as assistance in 
DNC targeted re1isnation sites. Lead Labor Leaders: Donahue, S\l·eeny, McEntee, 
Sturdivant, Dennis Rivera, Norm. Hill, 

VR Groups ....• l Million 

This effon will be spearheaded by Myrle Evers, Betty Shabazz and Coretta Scoot King 
who will be asked to serve as honorary co-chairs of the Voter Rcgis~on and Empowerment 
Coalition. This effort will consist primarily of the non-panisan registration drives .civil rights, 
voter registration and issue focused constituency groups. Campaign Division will closely 
monitor and identify financial support for the effon. lbe groups include: The National Coalition 
on Black Voter Participation, Southwest Voter Registration Project, Midwest Voter, NAACP, 
Children's Defense Fund, Project Vote/ACORN, The National Rainbow Coalition/Citizenship 
Education Fund, the NAACP, and other organiz.ational effom. 

Churches •....• 1 million 

This effon will be coordinated by a ·coalition of leading clergy. and church based 
organizations, with a particular focus on the Blaek church and lmerfaitb organizations who have 
formed to take on Radical Cbristian Coalition vote mobilization efforts. Among the participating 
organizations: The Natiooal Baptist Convention, the National Black Church Network. the 
Interfaith Alliance, the Southern Christian Leadenhip Conference, Jewish Democratic 
organizations. (Rev. Lyons, President of the NBC, Bishop James, A...\IE's and Joe Lowery 
SCLC, will asked to head up this effon) 
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THE DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL COMMmEE'S NATIONAL 
VOTER REGISTRATION 6 EMPOWERMENT CAMPAIGN 

.'Vational Vottr Registration and Etr1J10w1rm1nt C11111patin (NVRIC) is a nationally coordina~d 
project to conduct a massive voter registration, education and get out the vote campaign in 
preparation for the November '95 and '96 elections. This drive will be undertaken from the 
combined efforts of voter registration, civil righ~. labor. student and community service 
organizations working in conjunction wir.h lhe Democratic National Committee, organized labor, 
and the affiliated association of Democratic elected and public officials. This includes: 

Apocl&tioa o( EIKJed. OfDsig 

The National Association of Democratic Secretaries of State 
Democratic Governors Association 
The National Association of Democratic Mayors 
The National Association of Democratic County Officials 
National Association of Democratic Local Elected Officials 

Association of State Democratic Chairs 
Democratic Legislative Campaign Committee 
College Democrats of America 
Youns Democrats of America 
DNC Black Caucus 
DNC Hispanic/Latino Caucus 
DNC ·women's Caucus 
DNC Asian Pacific Caucus 
Democratic Jewish Caucus 

Democratic Caw:~ of the Congressional Black Caucus 
Democratic Caucus of the Congressional Hispanic Caucus 
Democratic Caucus of the Women's Caucus 
Democratic Caucus of tbe Asian Pacific Caucus 
DNC Disability Advisory Council 
The Democratic Senatorial Campaign Association 
Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee 
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A.. National Voter RePtration and Empowennent Month: 

Al'Gt,;ST 1995 WU.L MAU 1'BE MON111 Of THREE VERY l:'SIQL"i . .\.'li'NTVERSAJm:.s. MAJICH 
301ll WILL MARK THI!. ll5TH Ai''NIVERSARY OF 111E l!TR A.\fE.'i'DML''T TO TIIE 
CONSTITI,"t'ION WRICH G~ THE RIGHT TO VOTE TO AnlJCA.~ AMERICANS FOR 11U: 
FIRS't' TlME. IT WILL ALSO MAll1' THI 75TH ANN'IVERSARY Of THE 19TH A.'\1'.L'il>ME~ ON 
AL'GVST 26TH WKJCH GRANTED WOMEN THE RJGHT TO VOTE .to~ ACGt:ST 6TH TifE 30TH 
A.¥.m'ERSAJl'Y OF THE VomiiG RIGHTS Act Of 1965 wmCH DISMAN'IUD JIM CROW VOTING 

SCHEMES THllOUGHOlii 1111 Sotml AND ACROSS THE st.nON. 

A major event will be held (Press Conference and reception) which will Kick off our registration 
effons in early August, 1995 to coincide with the 30th Anniversary of the Voting Rights Act. 

· Proposed that POTUS deliver a statement calling all Americans who are unregistered and 
disenfranchised co register to vote. Party and POTUS reasserts their suppon for the Motor 
Voter bill and reminds all federal agencies of bis Executive Order to assist i.n the registration 
ac the public agencies. POTUS calls on Colleges and University federal fmancial aid offices to 
register srudems to vote when applying for colleges. (College Democrats. and HBCU initiative). 

POTUS urges civic and community service organizations to accelerate their efforts to register 
disenfranchised Americans to vote; calls on civil rights, labor, religious. educational and 
community based ·organizations to join forces to actively register their communities. 

8. Constituency Based Registration and Outreach: Throughout the campaign. 
different constiruencies will designate a day, week or weekend to targeted voter registration and 
outreach effons. These W'geted communities will include: African Americans, Latinos. Asi~n­
Paciflc. Students and Youth, Jewish, Women, Native Americans Uid the Disabilitv comm:.mirv. ' . . 

Goal is the building of a Voter Empowerment Coalition of organizations who will conduct 
parallel non.partisan registration and education activities within our targeted states. Recrui~ t:he 
assistance from new emerging opinion leaders in our targeted base vote community. 

C. Campaign for Full Compliance with the Motor Voter Law~ On September 12. 
1995 President Clinton signed an Executive Order directing federal agencies to cooperate with 
state authorities in implememin& the National Voter Registration A.ct, a.k.a. the Motor Voter 
bill in every state.· Throughout the molltb, voting rights activisu will be accelerating their 
effons to pass motor voter enabling legislation in states that have failed to pass this legislation. 
This new law is 'estimated to register over SO million disenfranchised voten over four years. 
making it the most imponam voting rights legislation since the Voting Rights Act of 1965. 
States that have yet to pass enabling legislation include California, Pennsyl•ania, Michigan, 
Illinois and South Carolina. 

D. Political Empowerment Zones: The Democratic National Committee, as.part of its 
effon to register politically and economically disenfnmthised communities will target voter 
panicipation efforts within the Empowerment Zones in our three wgeted states. 
These zones represent the highest unemployment, crime ridden and economically depressed areas 
of our nation. 
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Through PEZ we will esiablish civic model projects that promotes voter panicipation in 
Public;: Housing projects and Low income communities. Model projects will provide on site 
registration and expansion of. polling places in more accessible areas. Program ·~ill be 
coordinated in coajunction with tenet association and other supponive community based 
oraanizations. 

The DNC Political Empowerment Zones will focus on 1) concentrated registration 
among low income and disenfranchised communities. 2) registration ar public assiswice and 
social service agencies, 3) Voter education and information on candidates and campaign issues, 
and 4) registration at candidate rallies, concerts and other major community events. 
Likely location will include job placement centers, oftlces of public assistance, public ?lousing 
units, adult training centers, conununity colleges and other offices offering public service. 

Designatini "Political" Empowennent zones" with areas that mirror "economicM Empowermenc 
Zones will make a direct link between the Administration and Democratic candidates who have 
supponed the president's economic program and core democratic constiruencies. 

Ill· CONSUIJJENCV OUTREACH AND SUPPORT GRANTS 

* Promoting Registration in Coordinated Campaips through the development of registration 
and GOTV strategies with state chairs, party activists and campaigns in wgeted states: 

• Constituency Based Voter Mobilization by developing targeted voter registration projecr.s 
through ONC Constituency Desks: African American, Latino, Asian Pacific. Youth and 
Scudents. Jewish, Gay and Lesbian, senior citizens and the disability community. 

• Buildinc Effective Coalitions by convening meetings with national non·panisan voter 
registration. civil rights and labor organiutiom to coordinate fall registration effons. 

IV. GETI'ING OlJT THE DEMOCRATIC BASE VOTE/EDUCATING AND 
MOTIVATING VOTERS AROUND DEMOCRATIC INJTIATIVES 

After this extc11Sive period of voter registration, efforts should shift to voter education and get 
out the vote activities in wgeted mayoral and statewide rEeS for 1995. Data gathered from our 
African American Focus Groups would be used to evaluate messages. Three key factors in this 
effort will be candidate idemification (who are our friends and enemies) issue awareness and 
direct voter contact. Linkage between Democratic candidates and the issues important to the 
core Democratic constituency will be key to motivating our, targeted Democratic base of 
supponers to vote in large numbers. 

Our ·ooTV strategy will be conducted in conjunction with the coordinated campaigns in each 
state. A special emphasis will be placed on identifying resources ro cum out the vote of core 
democratic con.stiruencies with a special emphasis on African Americans. Latinos. low income 
communitie~ and young voters 18-29. 
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Methods of turnout will include flushing. phone bankin1, town meetings, neighborhood 
canvasin&. GOTV support grutS to neighborhood groups, and public service announcements and 
a speakers tour of prominent Democrats. 

One of the central features of our GOTV. suate1y is to find avenues (o educare our core 
constituencies about the initiatives i.n the first 2 years of the administration. the expanded earned 
income tax i;redit, student loan reform. i;rime prevention programs, empowerment zones, and 
family medical leave just to name a few. 

A. Support Grants 

The DNC. lhrou&h our division will provide small pets to a number of our core constituency 
voter registration groups to assist in their registration efforts. Potential gn.nrees could be among 
our allied groups who have previously received our suppon over the years. These groups 
include: the NAACP, Southwest Voter Repstratioa Project, Midwest Voter Registration 
Project, ACORN, the National Rainbow Coalldoa!Citizenship Education Fund, the National 
Coalition for the Homeless, and series or Asian Paciftc Political Action Organizations. 
In addicioc to direct aid, a number of contribution can be solicited from among the DNC big 
donors to suppon some of the more comprehensive VR projects. They include: the National 
Coalition oo Black Voter Participation, Project Vote, Rock tbe Vote, the Children's Defense 
Fund, and tbe A. Philip Randolph lmtitute. 
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Mississippi Delta 
Detroit. Michigan 
Los An1eles, Calif 
San Francisco, Calif. 

New Orleans 
Phlladelp~ 
Baltimore 
San Francisco 
Loulsrille, Kentucky 
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