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Thi• truaript ha• iaot yet bee.o cheoked •t:•iD•t 
vi'•otaa- md ealDlot, for thai J'MMn, liie 
paranteed. u t.o aceuaay or •p.,akft'tl 1111.t 11Pallb:i.f. 
(11tl) . 

LAJl1tY KING UVE Ttanscript. #1542 

September 18, 1995 

Interview With Gen. Colin Powell 

LARRY KING: {uoicB 0 orJ1r] He's iscrvcd hti, co.intT)' ii\ war 
1mc! pccu:• as an a:rmy offtcer, as the top man, Joint.­
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs. .tie's aerved t.hrG$ p:r-111i=1i­
<ic1:1.to, two :&. .. publicans ono Domucn1t, R4.lagan, 801th af\d 
Clintob. A&td now, thert ia a move:rnenL to dr~ hi111 '"" 11 

candid•te. 'He it Colin Powell, a k.i.d from Harlem, the son 
of im.Jni8ratitl. He ellarca· h1H Anu~c1111 jount•Y ,.,;th u.$ 

for th• full hour, all rt.ext on Lcirl'y Kirr.1 Live. 
ANNOVNCEB: Now, live, from. Wbh.inpn., h.Rre'111 Lanv 

~y KING: If theta are rnoineuta of mi:rth clurlu th.ill 
next. hour. it is dut to the fact. that we have a. black Amer· 
ican a Jewish Am•rican. One fiom tho Bronx, one fro111 
Bm~'klyn. Tne heritap is exactly the siarne, right? 
COLIN POWBLL: Bui:tly. E:1.11ctly. 
J.ARltY KING: We're coming f'rDm t.he- the 1ama doth. 
Now, oka7, J ,rew up with " lut of ft\J.Y"' in BrooklYTl, not 
one ever slid, "I want to be a General." 
COLIN POWBLL; They didn't ~11y it in fhe Bronx either. 
LA.RBY IDNG: WH7 you? Why you? 
COLJ11i' POWBU..: Bec11&118e, when l entered City College 
of New York and I •ntered the public 8chool a~1tem of New 
York I found Hmathlnr tl-C\t 1 1ilccd "t CCNY, it was 
ROTC. And a fratenrlty called the Pershing Biflea. And I 
fell in love With the: Army cllll'ing that period, and I nevet 
got out. 
LAUY KING: Oidn't most. RUY& do ROTC so they 
could- because they had to do it, they bad to Mfi.U a com-
1.'llitment. 
COLIN POWBLL: Yeah. 
LAltft.Y BING: &\cl if tbP.y went to so!'Y'ice they ware a 
lleutenant. 
CUJJN POWBLL: In thot1e dny:f )'01.l expected to be 
drafted. 
LARKY KING: Yoah. 
COLIN POWELL: And ao man.y people entered 'ROTC, 
and CONY et that tiJna had one of the largest c:arpa in the 
entire United Statee Army and they tho1Jght, '"If 10~ a.re 
goini to Ito cl..._.tl, why Dot ga in aa o lieutenant?" And 
that- that alae1 motivated me, but once I •tarted dow.a. 
th&.t road, 80UlP.t.hinir else ~ati"llted rne.. I- I loved it. 
LAllRY SING: Which waa? 
COUN POWBLL: I liked tho discipline and structure cf 
th .. Dlilit.ary. I fiilt eomewhat dis11nctive weariq a Wli~ 
form. I he.dn't bun distinctive ill rn.ucli else io my earlier 
life at that point. 
LA.R.'RY KING: Were yau an a<Vcragc 1tudont? 

COLIN POWBU.: Very. Very anrage. To the point of 
almost being below ot1•.tage. 
LARRY KING: So you would not have thought of Wer.t 
Point? 
COLJM POWBU.; No, it never occurred ta me. 1 novar­
I !I.ever con.aidlll"e4 Wcilt Point. I wun't that motivated t.o 
the 111.~, and I, frankly, didn't think :lt waa a.n. option 
far me in. thCMr d.ays. 
I.ABBY KING: Did you know in City College in ROTC, 
that you wcuatol! to tll&k.P. it a career, ot that. you would give 
it a ahot? 
COLIN POWEi.i.: No. l would rive it a allot. But I a1ia 
knew it waa •omethin.g that I really, really lilu=d d.gins. 
My- my p~llt• k;nd 1Jf 11ailji 1 "Okay, Jet him go in tho 
anny for• few yeani, and then he can come out anci got a 
ressljob. 
l.4RJlY XJNG: H~·~ not going tc1 lff.ay the~. 
COLIN POW1tt.L: He's not gidng to atay there. Who 
a•aya. 
JAJUtY BING: What did the boys--
COLIN POWBLI..: You come out and yc111 fll!llt a real joh. 
LA.UY IDMG: -in the Bronx think? 
COLIN p0W81.L: The boys in thu Bl"omt wer& •nppor· 
itva. I rneaa. they understood. He waa the collese kid. 
One of the few kid11 on the blade.. And, r..a~ddy, f think I 
wu the first kkl D!l my block tg- to go to college, Some a! 
my othet ~di werit intD the milita:ry an4 thf!)' went in 
as anliated men, and they want in •• enlisted men into the 
Ma.rinea and to the· an.Cl into th• No.vy emcl ittto the At'my. 
But I wu the first kid who went into collep, went iht.o 
:ROTC l.ftd WN headed tawud b1:ini ao. af6.ew:.r. 
LA.JUlY KING: There wa11 a tendenc:y am~ the sroup 
that p:ew up iJ1 that ara to ai.Hy in to~ch. Th.ate i1 a kind 
afbcad. 
COLIN POWELL: Yeah. 
LARRY KING: Do you have it? 
COLIN POW!CL.L: W" etill !Jo. W111 separat.ed for many 
year• after we aort of grew up and left and got married, but 
tho11 we came back toa;~thcr in 7oMnt Yelll"ll aad J'rn- hn 
in touch with a number oft.he kids that t grew \lP with. 
Ll\IUl.Y JUNG: What. muoe a enad aoldiel'? 
COLJN POWEU..: A gond 10Jdiei- ia eotnebQdy who Je 
decH~t.cd to thu bta~ino .. , t:hc DrofeuiDn of 1aldierin1. 
Who ja loyal. Who is Willing to &etve hia nation, WaUinf to 
sacrifice fOr hie 11atian. And who believea in hi1 nation. 
And he ii toagh Inentally, tough phyeic:ally. ~courage. 
The courap ufhi• eoravidinn11, u well aa ph191cal courage. 
LARRY BIN'G: General Champea J&1De1 (1p?J wu a 
black tour •tv pne:ral-
COLIN POWELL: The fir1t-
t..Aa1lY KINC1 Thn'-' 11tu. 
COLDf POWELL: -black {our star. 
LAUT BINC: Ji1h1ct bl•ck­
COLDI POWELL: Fc:ntt star. 
LAllRY KDl'G: -four- star. 
COLIN P01'BLL: Mm.-hm. 
LAB&Y KING: He WN a hell of a man. 
COLIN POWBt.L: .He was a wondeJ1Ul aian.. 
:&..AaRY KING: He diet! mucli too .YGllllg. 
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LARRY KING: Interviewed him unce and t1.:Ud, "Did you 
like war'?'' And he said, ~No warrior likes war." 
COLIN POWJ::LL: NoboU,y in their ris'ht miDn, who has 
seen war, and who has !leen death in war, can lik.e war, or 
want war. 
LARRY KING: But isn't a soldier basically unhappy in 
puce? 
COLIN POWELL: No. 
LARRY SINC: :Seca.u.se hP i~ not doing what he has been 
trained to do. 
COJ~IN POWELL: 'Rut he can train to do war. And you 
can get satisfaction by training yourself' and training ,your 
units to the vP.ry hi1?hei;t level of readiness. So, that if war 
comes you can tight it in an ell'ective way a.n.d get il uver 
with :;111 quickly as possible. Warriors, as was said by one of 
O\.\T founding fathers, you know, War iS a seriou.it busine:;t} 
:.inii the irreate.st challenge of the soldier is to try to 
preserve the peace. 
LARRY KING: So, when we read of the Pattens and that 
type of- Of man, Who Hem 1.0 llvt1 ulr it, they are the ,.,y. 
ception? 
COLIN POWELL: I thlnk. t.la~y are thc:i ex.c111ptinn Patton 
was a very driven man, almost messianic. And he was a 
remarkable and 1:1u,a .. ceasr-..1 w.:irrioi-. Rut, most of the 
soldiers I've served with over the years, know that WSJ' 

means deaLh, wa.t" meant; violeDC"e, w11.r mean& de~truction. 
We should get war ewer With as quickly as possible. 
LARRY KING: BcillG' a bl9r.\c American in the service was 
not easy was it? 
COLIN :r<>WELL: It was not easy throughout all of 011r 
nation's histm-y. When I came along, it was a heck ot' a lat 
ea!licr than it h~t'l been earlier. And it was easier because 
those who went before me had paved the way. 
I.ABBY lONG: And Truman-
COLIN POWELL: And Truman had done the R11~k.abJc 
thinr in 1947 by signing the law that ended segregation in 
the military. 
LARRY KING: Where along the lille, General, did you 
say "I am going to be a General''? 
COLIN POWELL: I never really said that. Even though 
people find that strained. At eom~ point ii'\ m:v t'.areer I 
realized I was doing well enough t.o become a general. But 
what was son ot pu.L i11to me, in the e~rl,y years of my 
career, by my superiors, wais that yoll do yo11r very, very 
bei;t at any rank, jn any job and let thP. future take care or 
itself. I wa.!ln)t without ambition and I wanted to get 
ahead, but • Yo1.1.ng black kir'I corning out of the Bronx, 
Larry, in 1958, wasn't thinking about General, he was 
lhiuk.ing about a job ei:ru:'I he was thinking about doing the 
very best he could 
LARRY IONG· T!I there oolitics in the Arm.v? 
COLIN POWELL: There is politics in almost every ficltJ 
of human P.ndeavor and there is some Politics in the Anny 
of.course. 
LARRY BING: Do you ha\l'e to play the game? 
COUN POWELL: Yo11 have to ucompll::ih the zniaeion, 
you have to do your job, you have to show loyalty to you.r 
superiors, to your !lubordinates, ~u those who work Alnng­
:side of you. But you have to fundamentally do the job. 
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LARRY :KING: We've been together along the speakers 
trail, which is a wanderlUl trail t.u lie on. 
COLIN POWELL: Yes, it is. 
LARRY KL"-JG: And we've 15poken G. Jot at ru:1rties, and 
you've always said, "Boy, writing this book is tough." 
COUN POWELL; IL wa..s tough. 
LARRY KING: ''Tougher than I thought." 
COLIN POWELL: It WAil. 

LARRY KING: Why? 
COLIN POWELL: It w~"' tough becau!:ie it wa:;, firi;t of 
all, something' that I had never done before. And because 
iL 1equired you to l"l'llllll.Y reach deep into your heart an.d 
into your soul to pull up the story that was there. And I 
wa~ bleued in having a marvelous collaborator in Jo!!eph 
Persico, who knew this business. 
LA.RRYKING: Gi-eat writer. 
COLIN POWELL: He's a terrific writer. Aatl he forced 
mP.. The first time we sat down together, he said, "You've 
got to put it all out there. You can alw .. ye take a little 
back, but. it all has to come out-" 
LARRY KING: What-
COLIN POWELL: -so we can have an hone11t, true, 
res.dable, interesting story. 
LARRY KING: Was it painful at times? 
COLIN .t"UWELL: At tiJnes it w:;i.s painful: ta.lkin£ about 
my parents~ talking about aome of the disappointments 
that did come alu11g the w:A.y in my rATeer-. It was painful. 
And it was always the easiest thing in the world to say, 
"Well, t01·get: about that. V.~11 not talk about that." But 
we- we did talk about it. We brought it all out and put to­
gt1U1er a boolt th'1.t I bn·pe the American people will enjoy 
reading. 
LARRY KING· And apparently are gobbling up? 
COLIN POWELL: So fs.r it'11 doing rat.her wen, the n1~t 
couple nf da.ve. We're very excited about it. rm excited 
about it. My family iti, Jo is-
1.ARRY KING: Did Harry Evans edit it? 
COLIN POWELL: -and the fellowt; who publi:.hed it-­
Harry Evans is both my editor and lJ\Y publisher. He did a 
brilliant job of editing. l hope you. ,.. e li:iteni:ng, Harry 
LARRY KING: He alway11 is. 
COLIN POW.t;J...L,: He's .._.lw•ys listening? 
LARRY KING: Yea. 
COLIN POWELL: Ht:! did it on- he iiirl it on a beach in 
Jamaica, on a laptop. And, of course, it took ui; three 
wee.k5 ta straighten out the ~st'\I!. when they- once they 
came back, but he did a great job of editing. 
LARRY KINC: Did you pir.k the title'? 
COLIN POWELL: The title sort or emerged. It was at­
mu:.t the Ja.ot thing WP. did. We kept searching for the- for 
the essence of the story. ''What do we really call tb.1sT 
And /i.medc1u:" 'le ept popping out, .Journey kept popping out, 
the .Ame:rican Dream came out a.nd then, eventually, it ju1:1t 
emerg•n, M_v .Am11riccin Joume:y. And I bave to give a large 
part of the credit fo:r tha.t to Harry Evans, whv saw the es­
!'OP.nce of the story and pushed. that title. 
LARRY KING~ James Baldwin om:"' eaid, "No black in 
this country ever forgets bis color." 
COLIN' POWELL: 1 see it wvery rnorninS' wheri T look ir 
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the milTor. He's- he's "h1H'llutely tie-ht. Alld what he was 
also saying is that there- 1.here is l!itill, in this country, a 
d"gree of rar.i 11rn, and you are not allowed to fortet your 
color. And we have to keep working on that. 
T .ARRY KING: How do you oveteorne it'? 
COLIN POWELL: I don't- I don't ever want to forget .my 
color and I don't want anyone ever to forget my color when 
they are looking at rne. I want them to see an Amertcan 
and T altso want them to see a black American who ie proud 
01' being an American who happens to be black.. 
LARRY KING: Are you shocked at all thh.1 presidential 
ta.1k.? 
COLIN POWELL: It's- it's very exciting. Shocked ii:.n't 
the nght word. 
LARRY' KING: Surprised? 
COLIN POWELL: Surpri:;cd, reslly. Wh~n T n=1tired tv.·o 
yea.rs ago, I really went on sabbatical. I went into seclu­
~iuu to write thia book. And to-- to. 
LARRY .KlNG: Make speechea. 
COLIN POWELL: -ann. t.n take- to spend some time 
with you on the- on the lecture circuit which it; great run. 
LARRY KING· OrP.at fun. 
COLIN POWELL; And I expected a lot of the attention to 
rli-- r'lnwn_ But, it did not. It did not. 
LARRY KING: We will deal with that now. The book, by 
1.be way. the General sets records, he sie-ned books in 
McLean yesterday and. signed over 3,200 books. This is at a 
rather small corom:unity, north of Washington_ 

We will be right back with Ueneral Col.in Puwell. 
TomorrQW night, Bette Midler. And Wednesday night, 
guest host Spike Lee. We will be righL l.ia\:k.. 
[Comm11·cial b1"1ak] 

LARRY KING: Our guest is Colin Powell, the book is M:y 
ilmedcan Jourru:;t, c.o·a.uthorcd with Jo1eph P•r,.ir.n, from 
Random House. There you see its cover. It's everywhere in 
Aiuerica. I thinll the fir1t pr-int iii\ close to a. million, 
750,000? 
COLIN POWEJ..L'. It'" about a million, somewhere 
around that_ 
LARRY KING'. About a million, firtit print, which is un­
heard of. 
r.01 .JN POWELL: It's qUite exciting. 
LARRY BING: Do you like being an author? 
COLIN POWELL: Now that it is over and I am an au­
thor, yes. 
LARRY KING: Do you fear overkill? You know, Ws­
here you are now, at the beginning of a tour. By lhtt .:ud. of 
this tour, I mean if you are not already the best known 
American, you will be the best known Awerican. 
COLIN POWELL: No, I am not worried about that_ I am 
having a great t1me vitsiLiu~ with the Amcrica.n pc;iople via 
tele\"il!Jion or- or through the newspapers. 
LARRY KIN'G: Siuc:e you seem to like thi11 !iO mnr.h­
COLIN POWEU.: I like it. 
LABR'f BINC: - how did ypu not fin it, for two years'? 
COLIN POWELL: Larry, please. 
LAJlRY IDNG: How di~ ynu not do it? 
COLIN POWELL: What are we getting into this fight for, 
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in ftont of all of your audience_ 
LARRY KING: It's not a tight. Huw could you.? Por 
someone who loves attention, the media, how could you 
stay home. 
COLIN POWELL: I apologize, Larry. 
LARRY KING. Okay, ac:ceptcd. 
COLIN POWELL: And I will come again, jf you­
LARllY KINC: You better. 
COLIN POW£LL: A8 soon a.s you invited me. 
LARRY KING: I me"t1 nirln't you-
COLIN POWELL: I didn't want-
LA.RRY B"JNG: You 1rQt this- let's show them. The 
braces. Didn't you say to yourself at times, "I'd like to go 
nn." Forpt thii; show, any show, didn't you say, "Boy, I 
wish I were on there, today." 
COLIN POWELL: For tbe Last two years, I really have 
enjoyed my privacy and seclusion. 1 nave been able t.o,yuu 
know, stay at home witb my family and be offstage for 
awhile. It was very reCresbing. And work on I.he 1.Juvk. and 
make some speeches around the countryside, vjsit lots of 
&choolti, walk Ulrougb. VA hos pt tall!. 

I eajoyed that very, very much. And I didn't mi.5s the 
attention. And I aJn nuL wuuied about o...,.orkill, now. I tun 
looking forward to going ollt and mesting the American 
people again. 
LARRY KING: Terrific book, by the way. 
COJ .. IN POWELL; Thank. you ver.v much, Larry. 
LARRY KING: The concept of being president has g0t to 
be hc.a.dy? 
COLIN POWELL: lt's very heady. It's- it's a very im­
por-tant- thP. JlP.Thape most important position in our na­
tion. 
l.ARRY JUNG: Enormous responsibilities. 
COLIN POWELL: Enormous responsibilities. There are 
man'/ important positions in our nation and it certainly is 
the top political position in our nation and it 1s somelhiu~ 
very heady to think about. 
LARRY KING: And what kind or-- Huw UV you give it­
You said you are going to say something in November. 
What do- what do-- How- Wl11J.t's 1.he- What- Or­
Well, let'is put it this way: under what circumstances 
would you say ye~·r 
COUN PQWELL: That'&-
LA.RRY J[INQ: What ha:1 to happen. 
COLIN POWELL: That's- that's what I am going to 
have to examine over 1.he next •u•vP.ral weeks. You have to 
remember, Lsrry, that I have not spent my whole adult lire 
tryingr to rw:aah the pni nt where I could run for elected 
political office. My whole life wa;:, spent in entirely the dif­
ferent dirP.r.tion, in entirelv a different profession and field. 
Soldiertng. 
TARRY KING: Like your hero, Eisenhower. 
COLIN POWELL: I have other heroes, <.;eorge Marshall 
and others. But like my hero, Eisenhower, as a soldier. 
And so this hasn't been a drivini ambition tor m• tu t'llte1· 

public office. And what I- what I have to do over the next 
several weeks is i;ee what reaotton Lhe=1" bi to, not only my 
book, but my being ollt in public Ufe and taking potiiticms 
on the various Issues Lbn.t are 01.1t there- And then J will 
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have to see whether or not I really ha\le something to con­
tribute that is unique and different from anyone else and 
whether I have the passion tc pursue that vision. And.­
LARRY KING: You don't know that yet'? 
COT.IN POWELL: I don't- I don't. really know that yet, 
I..ARllY KING: How did you reel today, beln"- uM:i.ybr. for 
the firist time- picketed, attacked verbally because of your 
position on pro-choice. 
COJ .. IN POWELL: Yea.h. I have been---
1...A.ll.KY KING: They folluw~u you M'Ot.md today. 
COLIN POWELL: -attacked - They followed me 
around, tDday, ;;,ml it wall very rccipP.etful, and I v,_ry much, 
you know, T- I- I- accepted their views and I listened 
carefully. The:1e are people who ar~ vPry committed to 
their point of view and they have a very moral point of 
vh::w. Ancl l am not encouragin1r Rhortion. T am again:t1t 
abortion. I wi~h that a woman who becomes pregnant and 
does not wiah to keep th,_ r.hild, would carry the pregnancy 
to t.enn and then put the child up for adoption, and tbat WP. 
make ad.option j1Ju1i P.l". 

But, at the end of the day, T aleo believe that under the 
1:1.w1t1 nf nur land that woman is permitted to make that 
choice and combined with her own-
r .ARRY KING: But how did you react to-
COLJN POWELL: -with her own com;cience and her 
God. 
LARRY KING: How did you react to :!!"8ing- hav~ yuu 
ever ~P.en critics before'? 
COUN POWELL: I 1ist.em1d. ::lure, I- Oh, Lairy. 
LARRY KING: Where? 
COLIN POWE.LL: I have-- I lia.vt: been ;subjcot to 
criticism. T gave a speech at Hal"Va.Td not too long ago, 
where 1 was crlttctzed. Tv1:: \;ieen publicly crl.ticized. I'vP 
been in public life for eight years at a fairly senior 11wel, i10 

I understand 1.:1 itid~rn. So, yo1J know, in t.hi,; case, I 
lii:;tened to the people who came through the ~igning line 
a.nd wi:d1tid to ::iay a word to mlil abo1\t t.hii; position and J 
conveyed back my view, And they were thoughtfU.l, 
thoughtful people who felt stmnity about their position. 

S<l, this is not something that is "trange to mfi! tr some· 
thing that I can't manRg;P.. 
LARRY KING: tt didn't bother you? 
COLIN POWF.I .T .: No, this- it didn't bother me today. 
LARRY KING: I guess thFI question ii!, can- are you thin 
skinn"'rl l'lhout things where you see yourself attacked? 
COLIN POWF..LL: l think I'm- I'm a fairly normal hu­
man being who doel' not like to be attacked o:r criticized. 
Rut I also undentand that iis part of the public dJalogu.e In 
a democracy, that happ1ms in a democracy and I can 
manage it. 

T- I have operated at a fairly senjor level, where 
criticism wa.s,you know, the-- the thirtK U1at happened to 
you every day and T can hand.IA that. 
LA.RRY KlNG: But if you wt:1 e T1Jnning for offie• it 
wouldn't force you to change opinioms, would it? Or- or 
would you'r 
COLIN POWELL: No, what I- what T'm trying tc do 
right now, ls tu ha.y out rny cot"a belis:if11. I Am not tr.Yilli' to 
put positions out to 5atisfy any particular part of the poJiti-

.. 

cal spectrum. I'm putting out what 1 believe. I know that 
polilii.::i i11 a.lllo the art of compromise. hnt T have t1ome core 
beliefs and I am not going to attack and changf.! every ti:me 
i5QIJ\e (riticbm com• rny wsy if thfly are a core belief that 
I am defending. 
J..ARBV KING: B~rlc with Colin Powell, in just a moment. 
We will be including your phone ea.Us in a little while. The 
book is M,y Am11ri.can Jnu.rne,y. 

Next Wflek, John F. Kennedy, Jr. Don't go away. 
[r.nm:mel'cia.l b1'flnle] 

LARRY KING: Fonner Chairman of the Joint Chiefs, 
Colin Powell, i~ our guest. The book is M:v Am4'ri.can Jour­
'"'l.'Y from Random Houise. 

Did you meet with Republlca.n sttateg1!5Li{' Tl1D1.t hall 
been reported isornewhere. 
COLJN POWELL: Oh, 1 mflet w i Lh lu~ or people. T 
wouldn't characterize anybody as a Republican straugist, 
but T've been meeting wtth 1T.it1uili. of mine who :ire Repub­
licans and othen1 who are Democrd.'ts who wish to give me 
political adv1ce. 
LARRY lUNG: From the $tatements published and 
broadcaeL, it. ~vuld appear that you are :llill indP.pendent. 
COLIN POWELL: I have alwaye; voted as an independ­
eut. 
LARRY IUNG: Thel'f!lfore. you have voted for Republican 
and you hilVe vat.en for- D,_mncrats'? 
COLIN POWELL: Correct. 
LARRY KTNG~ Tt would also appear that if you are going 
to run, you are not going to go primary. 
COLIN POWELL: Well-
1..ARR'f KING: Has that-
COLIN POWELL: No, that has not been excluded as an 
option. I think that all option:-:1 are open to me at ihi,!; 
point. 
l .. ARRY KING: You de11cribe yourt1fi!lf ai; a nscal cuu::.erva­
tive. 
COJ...JN POWEJ~L: M.m·hm. 
LARRY KING: Meaning'? 
COLIN POW t:LL: Meaning Lhid.t I have the cfoepest h•lief' 
in our eapitalist, entrepreneurial sy5tem. I think that gov­
ernment shoulct do ev•n ything possible to fh•lil the l'.'TPl'lt.ivfll 
energ7Y that ex.ist8 in the American industry. Put enough 
constraints in p)a.t;c 110 th8.t it is done fairly l'lmi that we 
d.on't exploit labor, and that is eaid honestly. But, other­
wise, pL uut of the wo.y nf bu"ineH T .P.ti11 create iob5 and 
let's create wealth. Jobs and wealth are good. 
T..ARRY KING: 'l'ax8lll? 
COLIN POWELL: Wealth is what we need. Taxfls WP. 

eihould keep .a.• low u IK'lSSiblA. I mean nobmly wants to 
see a tax burden any higher than the one we have now. 
and i£ it iR possiblP. to reduce it, Wf.! 11hould reduce it. :But 
we have to do it in a way that 111howt' we are good steward!i 
nf nur future at1 well, and not in a way that allows the 
d1ilf'icit to increase and we put a tax burden on future gen­
erationis. 

So, I think you would find that my feellngs ou e1.:uw">mic 
matters, and matter!! of that nature, are- are quite con· 
servative. 
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LAI\ltY KING: Would ynu he so definitive, like George 
Bush onc:e e;aid, "Read my lips'?" 
COLlN POWF.T .1.: Na. I- I don't think that is good stew­
<1.rdship. I don't think it ii! good stewardship to preclude 
doing thP. riBh.t thine:, if the time comes. So I would not 
sign pledges of that nature. I think responsible stew­
ardtihip and leadership means that you- you have to 
handle the nation's treiuiure well. And it may be necets­
sary, a.t times, to raise taxes, but nobody wants to raise 
taxes and you should avoid it. •tou should try Lu i;ut gov· 
ernrnent spending, bring the ge\l'ernment under control, 
loWli!T the cost ot· g0verrunent, g1;1L 1;1u\'e1·nment out of 
peoples lives and if you can lower taxes, do it. 

But, at the same timv, luw~ing ta.xes, or allowins entit­
lement spending, or all kinds of other government spend­
mg to increase, it.1.W. ::.upport.ing tho.t, by putting A bit bur­
den on future genez"ations, is not good stewardship. 
LARRY KING: Mirlimurn wage u.p? 
COLIN POWELL: I- I have an open mind on that, be-
1.;.;.,uae 1 think tha.t th• dl\h '"' not clear rittht now as to 
whether that actually creates more jobs or lases jobi;. And 
oo I a.m ,,.till stur~y1np; on that one. 
LARRY KING: Back with General Colin Powell. We will 
be !l"ine; to your phone calls in about five minutes. Don't 
go away. 
[Com.m1zr-r:ial break) 

LARRY KING: We're back with General Colin Powell, we 
a.t"e going to go to your calls at the bottom or the huu1 . An 
old friend of mine, John Hooker, in Tenneuee, told :me 
something toda.y - and he wu the oo.i:: Umt :said maybo 
Pi;irot might want to run, and you are sitting in the seat 
where he announced - LhaL iu Tenneucc this week they 
are going to put you on tha ballot as an independent. They 
don't need- l.h1;1y '1011't need a lot of eignatuNs in TAnne11-
see, and they are going to do it thit.1 week. A gi-oup iii fonn. 
lng <1.ull going to put you. an the ba.llnt, in Tennessee, this 
week. Comment? 
COLIN POWELL: Well, I Rm flattered that the people in 
·rwnne511ee, represented by Mr. Hooker, feel so 11trongly 
about my potent.htl AR a candidate. But this is the first I'm 
he.arinr it, and so I- I will have to renect on that. I, or 
coun•, At this point, can't encourage them to do that, or 
endoru the effort. But I am nattered that they leel that 
way about me. 
LARRY KING: You are also not saying "Uon't do i't." 
COLIN POWELL: Well, I don't think I should give them 
advice at this point. 
LARRY KING: Well said. Well said. Any candidate at 
all, jwnp out at you'! Democrat or Repuuti.;an? 
COLIN POWELL: I know- I know all of them. 1 have-­
LARRY .lUNG: And llke Llu111u., don't you? 
COLIN POWELL: I like them all. I mean, I know all of 
th&;e-- these ~uLl1:11nen, they aro oll dedicat,,.,l ~merican5. 
I think, right now the American people are sort of- they 
are tilJll 1:1xamining. We :an 11till 14 months tiLway ftom­
away f'rcxn the election. ~Obviously, :Pre~ideijt Ciiri~!)n will17 
be the n.Dltlinee of the- nr tne~Democi-ai1c;p8rt.Y.1 and; rlght'J 
now, it looks like Senator- Bob Doi~;--wl1o··n1i'.ve··w&k•d 

u 

with for many, many years, is ahead, way ahead of his 
~l)MP~ti~o~,w.~thin-the Republl'-'W rank.11. 

LARRY KING: Let's say th.is is just a let's say - would 
they be form1dablt1 Lu yuu.? ~ d~ you think you co¢ti. givP. 
it a tussle?; The polls say you could. · 
C:OLIN POVlELL; Well, I don't want to h:mdicap m..v~elf 
yet, until I've decided that I am going to actually be a. 
i;~ld:idate. I think that Sen~tnr nole, a Kl'eat .American. 
and dist.inguished;war: hero; ·a1rwelhu a>very; ve:ty"succe"iiti­
ful politiciia.n. and 1111gi~1,.,tor over the vears, aod a rna.n vfho 
has a vision for America, and·has the passion for it, would 
\Je th"' m·nRt ·ronmil.able OpponE!nt!>for ;:,any· ·of,: the ... other 
ca.ndida~s.~, .And I~~. ~at ~fl is doing ver-y, very well. ~ 

But this i• not the time for me to start handitapping -
myself •. ,.l,:tb;ink.I·havectO•Ci'oss a few bridges before I come ·· 
to th"t point. ~~ 

'LARRY· KING~ President beatabl.e"( Would you gl>- yuu 
wouldn't go in the Democratic primary, right? 
COLlN POWELL: No .. 1 tru.nk. that's-
LARRY KING: You already said you wouldn't. 
COLIN POWJ!;LL: -that's uuL. 
LARRY KING: That'& out? 
t;ULIN POWELL: That':! out oCtho queation, Y"Ah 
LARRY KING: You are not going to challenge a tiittlng 
presid6iit,>il..:at. wa;Y?'' .:,,-
COLIN POWELL: No. No I- l.a.m notJnterested in 
:stsekin.; any palttica1 ~~iti~ii witli'·tlie: ri~rA~tiC°'P~Y. (i 
LARRY KING: Your-:liOok'.'.'reveals·'ne off'erea ·yciuthii'vice 
pre:1idcnay. n ::i 
COLIN POWELL: No, the book says that an emisi;,ary 
came and i.1111uired as'to:.whether ... l<rriight be intereste& in 
the vice J.l!'esidency. President Clinton and I never, t.al.keu 
RboUt it,'; . 
LARRY KING: Well, how did you react wben the emhi­
sary said that? 
COLIN POWE;i.:L.; I .. ~~;tP~l I,, L~S.:S 1101. lul."u~&~d. I 
was a soldier, I warited'to fl.rush my·term"as ·Chairman or 
the J'oint Chi'ef5"o{Staifimd ·1,8.lsu ilii.l~ that I didn't wa.nt 
to leave 'soldiering to go into politic&. And 1- l worked for 
President .Hush, who is a il~;u frieaJ. of mine, who wa11 my 
Commander in Chief, and who I ha.,..e the wannest feelings 
for, and there Wl!!Hr u<- there 'HO!'e no aet of Mrr.nmstances 
under which I could have entered politics against Presi· 
dent Bu.111h u1 hill adxniniotrmtion.. J 
LARRY KING: De you react well, or badly, when it is 
11.;i.id, "Yeah, Colin Powell i• vP.ry popular. Everyoody loves 
you, I guess, except maybe for Rush Limba.ugh, everybody 
loves you. l mP.Rn Je11se Helms loves you. Maybe Pat 
Robertson is not the greatest fan, but you are a loved ptl!r· 
son. Dn you ever iret to think that, when people say, "This 
is a black American who could win." or, ''this is a black 
American I could vote for." Do you regard that as rach1t? 
COLIN POWELL: I wouldn't want to characterizu lt aa 
racist. But I hope we reach the point in our r1ation.a.l life, 
in the not too distant future, where peopl~ would :!a.y fil'tlt, 
"This is somebody I could vote for, I could support for this 
oflicer or the other. And lt's abu gwd th•t hc'e black. It 
Bhows that we've come a certain '1/ay in our country." And 
not Just instanLly ::11:1~ me through a bl$1.ck fUt,.r 
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I have n@VQJ' 'hidden from ml/ blackness, I am proud of 
it, it i11 a soW"ce of great 5tl"ength to me, but I hope we've 
r1>.:i1r.hP.d that point in American life that it is not the first 
thing that people see. 
LARRY KING: How about turning the whole thing over. 
How about if you run, run with a. woman. 
COLIN POWELL: Larry, when-
LAllRY KING: Might a:s wall sw"ep it-
COLIN POWELL: -Larry, when- when the time 
come11, if th~ time ever comes, I wvu.lu ~1:11tainly t\toek yo'llr 
advice as to who I migbt choose to rllll with. 
.l.AltKY laNG: MighL yuu i111,:lu.de a woman. 
COLIN POWELL: Why not. 
LARRY IDNG. We will be back. 
COLIN POWELL: I can think or a. nwnber of very capa­
ul"' woJnttn. 
LARRY KING: A lot of impeQ.iments there. 
C.OLIN POWELJ-~ Ye~h 
.LARRY .KING: We will be back- we will be back with 
your ualls. F~t time ever, takinir phone calls, live. Colin 
Powell, next. Don't go away. 
[Cnm.mercial break] 

LARRY KING: By the way, we mentioned a million tint 
print, we've just learned from Random .Hotl.ISe that they 
have gone into a second printing, printing 200,000 addi­
tional copies, today. 
COLIN POWELL: Very exciting. 
J..ARRY KING: You are on a roll. 
LARRY KING: Cohunbia, Maryland. Hello? 
1st CALLt.:K, [Columbia., Ma.rylu,,,J.]: Ili, Larry. Gener.a.I 
Powell, I commend you on your career and the t1uccesis of 
your book. 
COLIN POWELL: Thank you. 
11;1. CALLER: My quostion i•, the AfrirAn American com­
munity, particularly young black men are Wlder siege by 
many things. What do yrm KP.e as part of the solution and 
what can you add as a p0ssible presidential candidate. 
COLIN POWF.T.T.: I think the solution ultimately has to 
be a :rebirth, a rejuvenation of the American family and the 
AmP.rican black. family. American black.I; bad a strong tra­
dition of family That's what- that's what set m@ on my 
way jn life. And I think we have to break the cycle or il­
legitimacy that is pla.guin8' our communities, our inner clty 
co1nI11unitiee. I think we have to fix our education system. 
I think w• have to re11tore a sense of pride. Wu'vw ~ut to 
teach our young people, once again, self restraint. 
Separating out right from wrong. I duu't tl1ink any singlo 
gave.tmnent program, or any single politician can fix it. I 
think what b&ll to happen h1 all vf 'Ll.5 11.11 ArncriQ3.ns turning' 
be.ck to those of our citizera; who are in need, who have not 
benefited from Lh• American drcnrn, who have nnt "'hared 
in the wealth of th.ii country and start to bring them up. 

Bui. A!1 i1,;.N1 Am.ericam; have to 11tart with ourselves and 
not loolt outside or our communities, or outside or our own 
.:.ulture £or this. We hav,., ent to start teaching our chil­
dren, again, the way we were ta.ugh~ the way I was taught 
a:; ;::. child, to b.>havP. and to have a seme of pride. 
LARRY KING: The hal"dest thing is walking in someone 

• 

elses skin or 5hoes. So what was it like-- 1 know what it 
wa!:I like lbr me, tr. was a hu11 iule thing- who.t waa; it like 
for you to hear the Mark Fuhrman tap~·? 
COLIN POWELL: It wM shocking. It was s;hoddne 'l'n 
hear Mark. Fuhrm.an say that a.bout tbe people that he was 
iswu1 u tv pratcti;t. And ~.o when I- whi;in T hP.ar people tell 
me that ''We want to have a color blind society, we want 
level playing fielcl•, " I- I lnvP. hearinll that and I wii;h it 
were true. But when you hear a Mark Fuhr.man tape you 
know it i!i nnt yP.t true. It is not .vet true. And we've got to 
keep working to make it true, in due course, for all 
AmP.ricans. 

So, Mark Ft.Uu-man's tapes, shocked me, stunned me 
but ali;o reminded me that we still have &. long way to go 
and we have all got to work at it. 
LARRY KING; So, very painful, then. 
COLIN POWELL: Very pamru!. 
LARRY KING: Now this O.J. Simpson matter has 
crossed racial tines aod people W"t: tal.ltin~ about blGoks 
think. he didn't do it, whitetj think he did do it - how Jo 
you feel about 11:? 

. COLIN POWELL: Well, I think we have a legal sy:;tem 
ln this cu~ut:ly that will detonnine wuilt r.ir innocence i;o I 
wouldn't wish to 11peculate on whether he did it or not, the 
1,;uw u will determine that and f'bRt. jurv will determine 
that. But, a.ti you see the reaction, within thv white com­
munity o.nd within th,.. h1Ack cornmunit.v, more whites 
think he is guilty than black.Ii.I, by a significant difference. 
And that is h,_Ni use blacks have concerns about the quality 
of law and they hav@ concel'll5 about justice for blacks in 
thbi r.nuntry. 
LARRY KING: And that ii;-
COLIN POWELL: And that's probably why­
LARRY KING: ~logical, right? 
COLIN POWELL: It- there is some logic to it. I mean. 
there ir:;- there is a problem. One million 1-""'uril• a.re in jail 
in our country, doing hard time. And over 50 percent of 
them are black. That ts the nudity. I am not ~yin; that 
they are in jail wrongly. We have problems in the black 
community, but al U1i:= 11CGne time thi::re is a- a w,..~lrnP.118 
of faith, if I can say it that way, within the black com­
munity UVt:I the :sytttem:; Of jU1;'UC& th~t WH have in thi:; 
country and it is reflected in the5e poll result.15 with respect 
tu O.J. Simpson. 
LARRY KING: Were there ever men that you led that 
you know didn't like ym1 hecau11e of color? 
COLIN POWELL: I am i:;ure there were. But-
IABRY JnNG: You were in Vietnam. You had tc r:;end­
COLIN POWELL: I was-
T .ARRY KING: -peo:ple into battle? 
COLIN POWELL: -in Vietnam an<>-
LARRY KING; Men have died und¥r you. right? 
COUN POWELL: Men have died under me. 
LARRY KING: Men have died? 
COLIN POWELL: That'r:;- that's corna;t. And I am .:.uro 
there were some who would rather have not been led by .::ir 
supervised by a bla.clt miLIJ. But., in the military, at thP. 
time I came along, you betur keep that quiet. Because we 
had detenntntid tliat the only thing' that Munt.Ad in the 
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military was t.hP. ~n uniform you wore, that was the 
color that counted. And, as one of my dear trienW; who wa11 
k.il\P.t'I in Vietnam once said on a television program, usame 
blood, same mud." No room for that kind of thing. 

And that is why the military was so succestiful over- the 
yean in putting together an integrated society that took 
the worth of every individual in the military. 
LARRY KING; Barry Goldwater said "Then ai·t: 1;1,il.ya 
buried at Arlington-" 
COLIN POW.Js:.LL: There are. 
LARRY JUNG: "Andgayl! buried at Normandy." 
t.:ULIN l"OWEU..: Tru~. 
LARRY KING: Why shouldn't they serve? 
COLIN POWELL: We have i:a privacy problem,. J hP.lieve, 
in the military. We are a reflection of our society. And I 
k.uuw that th8l"e arc py& &e!"\•ins in thP. military now and 
serving well. We atik them to make an add1tional sacrifice 
beyond the other sacrifir-,p"' that you have to make for mili· 
tary service ahd that is to keep their" sexual orientation a 
pri.vate m('tt~r, tn th8IIUielves. 
LARRY ltlNG: Because? 
COUN POWELL: Because we think that it would be 
very detrimental to good order and discipline to have addi­
tional i;1::1s.ual orientations and gender• within the continei; 
of ba.rrack.s life and shipboard life. The tact of the matter 
is, we tell people who they aTe going to room with, we tell 
people who they are going to sleep with. And w• have 
young p!!ople in the anned force5 of the United State::;. 
And it was my judgment and the jud¥mt:nt of my col­
leagues on the Joint Chiefs of Staff a.nd the senior com­
manders 01 the armed lon;..,:1 uf the Unit.ed Sto:tos, th$Lt we 
thol.lght it was prejudic:ial to good order and discipline to 
have open humuciex\lal orientation a.nhowiced wlt.hin the 
3.TTTlP.cl foTCf!I'. 

It's n oontroV$r11ial i~11111>., hut that was our best judg. 
ment. 
LARRY KING: Do you miss the .Army? 
COLIN POWELL: I love the Army with all my heart, but 
I h:ul .35 rood years and every now and then there is a 
twinge, but I always tty to close doon and move forward 
and-
LARRY KIN'G: So it's behind you. 
COLIN POWELL: -an.d look to the fU.ture. It's behind 
me. Except when I walk. through an airport and :n::e a 
young soldier, or a.i.tman, or marine or i;ailor in unifonn 
and then the little twmge comes back. that l am no lontcr 
pa.rt of that. 
LAH.lO' JllNG: Brussel11, Bt:lijium, hello. 
2nd CALLER, [B1·u.s11els, B"lgium] Hello. Thank you for 
taking my call. 
LARRY KING: Sure. 
Znd CALLEll: My question far Mr. PnwAll is, what does 
he believe the top priorities for U.S. foreign policy should 
be? 
COLIN POWELL: I think perhaps 01.lr top priority right 
now ii to k•P.fl thA process of democratization and market 
reform g-oing in the fonner republics ot the Soviet Union, 
~nr'I P.Rpecially in Russia. Russia remains a superpower 
because of its size, because of its potential. And 1 t.n.ink the 

u 

revolu1ion that has occurred over the last several yearti is 
still tenuouis and l tll1nk. on1:1 uf u11r mo:1t important foreisi1 
policy objectives, if not our most important one, is to keep 
that process muviu~ Ivrward in Ru:t:;io. 
LARRY KING: Do you fear a war? 
COLIN POWELL~ I don't fear a \l(Yar ~pin. T mean, one 
of the great achievements of the last few yea:rti, which ii; 
the and of 60 year• worth nf !ltTUggle was the and of the 
cold war and the demise of the Soviet Union at the end of 
199l. Th"'t Will!\ a historic chanp whic:h has- which ha11 
fundamentally changed the entil-e shape of the world. 
T .A 'R.RY KING: Has the president made a major foreign 
policy mistake'? !.i 

COLIN POWELL: I don't think that h• hats made a n1.ajor · 
foreign policy m18take, ·becau11e the nation ·15. not at war: 
We Ila~~-~, ~'l:i~~,nlationa around the worlcl, b~.th.ar• 
~"Ve:.t>~en')qme.~&&1:1!P&~_along the way, but lher1;1 .Uwi:ayEt 
tlfe.:Wi.~D. any adriliiiistration. o 
LARBY KING: 15 lt hard ror you, h~viu.g been A gencro.l 
all of these years, to now say anything that rnigbt be criti· 
cal'? ~ecause you are so 1.1:.i"'1 to not being critic:1.l. 
COLIN POWELL: It'::; the change- it's thv change in my 
ure. l mea.n I ~-;&a aoldiel', and loyal to my ~nmmBnder in 
Chief for the time 1hat I served, but now, in order to be 
r.:auilid about the i.o1iu.ea, fr-om time to time. I will have to be 
critical a.bout the issues I see out there and the way thotie 
ii:n,uea o.tc beinr;r handled. 
LARRY KING: How are we doing in Bosnia? 
COLIN POWF.l.T.: t horu~ that we are on the verge of a 
breakthrough. I think a number of things have coma to­
g~thP.r. Finally, solid leadership from Washington. P?-esi­
tlent Clinton, and Mr. Chtistopb(t!', and Tony .L.ake, aspe­
ciall\I, when he traveled through Europe, to get all of the 
allif!l', finally, on thP.-- on thfl l'lllmf! pnhtical wtck'!t. "'i'uu 
know my views: you have to have a common political ob­
jective. And then the new d1plolll4:1.Lk t:fl'ort thb time led by 
the United States, and not just a group of folks, and led 
ably buy Ambassadur Holbrooke, and then, of course, th"' 
use or military force. The Croatian successes in the 
Krajtna. u w"ll IMI the use of' Gir pow•r o"er bP. 1A11t couple 
of weeks used in a deci~ive wa.y, not pin pricks that were 
ri=:ally not related to what the ptobl"'m was. 
LARRY KING: It was our oblip.tion, was it not, to be'? 
COLIN POWELL~ I thJnlt: once. once the president got all 
or hia colleagues in Europe and NATO and the UN all lined 
up to !lay to thP. Serbs, "If vou violate these safe areas," 
after Srebenica and Zepa were lost, ''if you violate anymore 
r.if these safe area&. we will ri;,epond in an overwhelming 
and decisive way." Once they crossed th.at line they had to 
be responded to in an overwhelming and decisive way. You 
can't put down threats like that with.out rollowlng through. 
LAlUlY KING: Back. with more calls tbr Colin Powell, 
after this. 
[Commercial brea.k] 

LARRY KING: We're bac:k with General Colin Powell. 
We go to Elosha, MC& .. u.itoba., hello? 
3nl CALLER, [Elosha., Mari.itoba]: Hello, Larry, how are 
you:~ 
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LARRY :KING: Fine. 
3rd CALLER: Colin Powell, I am an ex Naval olficer, a 
retired Naval omcer may I exchange a quick salute with 
you, sir. Thank. you, very much. 
LARRY KING: A first. 
3rd CALLER: l was- I was saluting u w1dl. I woi.dd 
like to ask you, I read in TiTrUt magazine this week, there 
wae some criticism or some or yuu1 u..U.litary deciitione in the 
pai;t. In pl:\l1icular, they mentioned the, your planned in· 
vaston or Rwiu Givens crotch. 
LARRY KING: I'm 50rry, I didn't- Sick call. See what I 
w~a.n? There ar.-- thc:rc ~· ill people out th111TP. 'Ry the 
way, are you worried about your, about danger on the 
:road? 
COLIN POWELL: No, my- Dly wife is. But!­
LARRY KING: WhP.n ynu hP.ar a call like that­
COLIN POWELL: But I'm not, no. 
LABRY KTNG: -wouldn't jt be lor;rical? 
COLIN POWEU..: Well, I have been in public Ufe and for 
the last two years I've f{Dtten quite a bit of mail, and there 
are some strange people out there and you- you ha.vr t.o 
have tiOme little slight level or concern, but I don't let it 
overwhelm me. 
LAllRY KING: Medicare? The public loves it. Afraid of 
losing it. 
COLIN POWELL: The public should love it. It'r- it's a 
terrific program, it brought comfort lo m~ 2u..ul my fa:rnily, 
when my-- when my par-ents were in the last year-ti of their 
liVH and I don't think anylxxl_y i:i vlanning to :1cra.p it. 
But, at the !$a.me ti.me, the reality is that Medicare cois~ 
growth. It is highw tl!an we-- tlu1.:o we oo.n auabin, at th"' 
current level or revenue that cumes in for the Medicare 
pC"UijliUU, 

LARRY KING: So we have to cut? 
COLIN POWELL: We h9.via t.n r.ut the cot1t of- the 
growth cost. We don't want to do anything to eliminate 
the program.. lt'r;i thP. rate or i.rrowth 1hat we're talking 
about cutting. 
LARltY 1<1NG: So you favor the Republican proposal, 
then? 
COLIN POWELL: So far, 0-om what I have :;een over the 
last week, the Republican proposal seems to be the more 
rasponsible prop011al, principally becauH I have not iseen a 
Democratic proposal. 
LARRY KING: The }Jresident-
COLIN POWELL: And then the uung that- the thing 
that ii; disturbing about it, and the rea11on that there i:; 
such a debate, ie:i that the Democrat!! accu111!.! Lht: Ro;,lJubli· 
cans of doing it 90lely for a tax cut, and the Republicans 
tend to at.'CU!le the Democ:rats or ju11~ i.;uut.illuing the welfare 
stat.a. And what the American people are 15eeing ii; this 
debate. And the answer i:s we have to do 3omi:thing to Q'•t 
this cost growth under control. And why don't you guyi; in 
Washington, <Liu.I you ladies in \V~shington set on wit.h 
that problem and !:itop shouting at each other. 
LARRY KINC: You r..o.id-
COLIN POWELL: Shouting is part of the democratic pro· 
ceoss, but .not too much shont.ine. 
LARRY KING: You said you were uncomfortable in either 

.I 

party, in a sense. 
COLIN POWELL: Yeah. 
LARRY KING'. With either party. 
COLIN POWELL: YcAh, I .:un still finding myr;iP.lf. 
LARRY KING: The c:andidatei; haven't flipped you. 
Therefore, this is a strictly whM-if, a·nd not to be ta.ken for 
anything other than that, who would be the coce that you 
would say to rom11;1 t.n ynu if you 8l"9 no either and we're a 
two party system. 
r.nT.fN POWELL: We may be a two party system, but 
we're not necessarily a two party nation. And as I have-­
as I have traveled e.rowid the country over the last two 
years, I have found more and more people, especially 
within the last year and a hair, who are not claiming to be 
either Republicans or Democrats. They a.re representing 
something different. They are disappointed with both or 
the major parties. And they are--
LARRY KING: A plague on both of your houses? 
COLIN POW .lil.L: -look.lng tor soo1~ULiug different. It 
is i;ort of a plague on both your houses, or I am di5· 
appointed with both. your hou::te:., CLnd they are looking­
LARR1' KING: And do you think Ro::;s Perot touched 
that? 
COLIN POWELL: -for something different. I think 
Ro:.:. Pe:rot ree.lly did touch it. He toueho<>r'I A VP.?"y resporusi· 
ve chord. And 111nce !992, when he touched it, it ha.a not 
gone :iwa.y. I 11ee it ev111rywhA1"B I e-o. 
LARRY BING: And those people would come to you, do 
you think? 
COLIN POWELL: I don't know that they would at the 
~mi nf the day. At the end of the day, th11y may go back tc, 
their ol"iginal- their oi-iginal homes and constituencies. 
That's- that's one of the tough political questiom.; of our 
time. 

But I can tell you that there- there are "'· large number 
of Americam, and they are not just wishy·waishy peopl11t iu 
the center- there are a large number or Americans who 
are disappointed in the way the R.epublican.111 auu th111 Dem· 
occats have been conducting the nation's bui;iness. 
LARRY JUNO: Your passion isi:euw. tu Le growing. 
COLIN POWElL: How much more time have we got? 
LARRY BING: Hey, if yuu l.\I"• going to 3a.y c3oroathing, we 
will keep you. 

We will U. \Jid..1.:k. with Colin Powell, don't go away 
[Comme1'Cial break) 

LARRY KING: Wen back with General Colin Powell. 
New Or-le:ina, Louhian9, hi;o1Jn? 
i&th CAlJ..ER, {New 01·l1ona, Lor.d.giana]: About what hi~ 
idea11 a.re abr.il.\t t.hP. family cap. 
LARRY KING: What family cap. 
COT.TN' POWELL: The welfare--
4th CALLER: The family cap. 
COLIN POWELL: Oh, the welfare family cap? 
LARRY KING: Oh, the walfar&- Yeah. Wh1cll the- I 
think. Clinton endorsed today. 
COLIN POWELL: Yeah. 1-1 don't think. the evid11nc~ io 
there )'et that 'W• know what the eO'ect or a cap will actual­
ly be oc what the ellect on children wuulll be. Changing 
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the manner in which unwed mothers are compensated. COlJN POWELL: She's a wonderful woman. 
And so, 1 think we have to be very, very carefUl, as Senator LARRY JO.NG; My i.Uuui::i JAll tui:i1 a.ta. .stat. dinner once. 
Patrick Moynihan has been saying, that we really don't COLIN POWELL; Yea. 
have good data upon Whlch to make a judgment on l.hb i:s· LAB.RY KING: What ia her import in th.lo. In other 
sue. I, or course, want tD retnove any incentive that exists words, does she carry-
ln the welfare system Lb.-t. wuulll tmwwAp yau.ng women COLIN POWELL: Wo we have been $. team fo~ gg 
to go out and have additional children that they can't sup· years. We are a very clo&e family and it is a decision that 
V\}lt <l.lld they don't bAYe A family :rtructurc to WO o:ire of. We would have to arrive at tOflt;l'th•r:' T't. i~ nnt l'lnything ( 
But at the same time, I- 1 think we have to be careful of would a&k her to do, that she really, really didn't want to 
doing it in 0. WQ.Y th:a.t does not hurt, ultimately, the child. do. :R11t. RhP.'i; hAAn a Wonderful Arm..V wife for those 38 

I think there are much more power1'111 forces at work years. She has ser-ved her nation as well at; I have tried to 
that cause yo\Ulg girls to becom"" I'l'P.BTUmt. And that is serve my nation. And it is a decision we will reach &; a 
they are doing it to bring something of value in their life, family and as a teem. 
tney perceive as a chlld. Because tnere 1sn't enough, tnere LARRY KING: You told me once that yow- opinion or 
aren't enough other things of value in their life. So I think Jimmy Carter went way up in Haiti. 
ther-e- there- there are other powerflll forces at work. COLIN POWELL: Yet1. 
LARRY KING: Do you a~ee with the recOfilition of Vjet- LARRY KING: You saw a strong man. 
nam? COLIN POWELL: Oh, I saw a very strong man. 
COLIN POWELL: I agree with the recognition of Viet- LA.KRY lUNti: Does that still stand·~ 
nam. COLIN POWELL: Yes. 
LARRY KING: Should we recognize CJuba"f LA:RBY :KING: He pullui.l Lbat uJl", ilillu.'t he? 
COLIN POW'.£LL: I think it is premature to change our COLIN POWELL: He :pulled it oft". He- he pulled it oa, 
nvAr.All pnlir.y tn C :nhR, hnt. \.nhA i" t'Pr.nm1ne; .:an trrP.lFw;inl H 1111 ...... , in my h!Vlk, T ..,r..,r'lit tJ,r,.. .. r....,,.;,.:i.-,nt"~ J>i-.-"';~ .. nt. 

leftover of the cold war- and I think in due course it will be Clinton for having the courage to take that one last chance 
necessary Lo tilcu"I. ml.lllifyiug ow policy to get rea.dy for the Cor peclcc; President Carter for the manner il"I whir.h hP lP.n 

collapee of Castro. that deleration and then somebody we donit hear about 
LARB.Y BING: Do you- it you decided not to run, and anymore, PrHidi?nt .Tnnu!'ll11int.. who was the de tacto. if 
ooie :came&~ ·yQµ~ o.r. wiil:JtWet·Rfii~~.:;t.ha: RepubuC·an·noiriina- not recognized president of Haiti, who realized it was time 
tion;~Ci~~~~~;i~u.4~:&.~ys,:'"You: are an·Am•rlc~, Colin tn t.Pll hi~ military to give up the ghost. 
Powell;:, You owe:it to your country. Run with me.'~! LARRY KING: Do you still reel a g?'8at personal tie to 
COLIN POWEU~ I- I owe my r.nnntry ~P. form of Ronald :Beqan? 
service. And my options.in ure;ngni·.now·&re iiot to"·either COLIN POWELL: I do indeed. 
r1\ii, fnr m11t.ical .nmc@~'.or-·· or ao· bide· iii the b1.&ement, LARRY KING: He made you, in a sense, didn't he? 
some:\Vh~~i!., ::P,lere, . ...-.. ~ range-of options available to 11?-e COLIN POWELL: I would allow that to stand. I mean, I 
and ill dedde.not to ti8ek,the hiRhestomce in the land, or think.-
enter 'e1'ecte:d-'pt,ut.le:s·,y will ii:iolc. at that entire range. I am LARRY KING: He certainly made you a national name. 
n~ ''' - COLIN POWELL: He made me a national figure. And I 
LARRY KING: Would that have an- think the absolute wor.ld or President Reagan. I've tt1ed Lo 

COLIN POWELL: The moment to consider be very warm toward him in my book. I think. he was a 1"9-

altematives- mark.able man, a remarkable pnttihli.tuL. I think he gave 
LARRY KING: , :W.oulci that have an emotional appeal to thi11 country a seme of vision, a sense of purpose, he- he 
yciu·'al I juiit sta:ted·.tt'?: made us proud uf whu we are. May not h-.ve commanded 
COLIN POWELL: I-:- it sure would. I mean .I would. fi every detail and there were some areas I wish he had done 
have to con11i.det" fb.a.i.vefy;;:verj1ii~o~ly, bui'f-ig:h{ nu\v·1i.l muie in, but I ha'Ve the highest ad?Diro.tion Cor him. And I 
l~ Ii.at &piiie'l:hirij, thitHl.nd ii ''an ittra'.ctive :Of)tfon. , also want to say that to Mrs. Reagan as well. She was part 
LARRY KING: Back. wHh UW" nmw11..il1g momenta with or that team. And you had thOlllil two people tog ... th111r whn 
General Colin Powell. The book went into its second print- served America very, very well. 
ing Luil;t.y, that'& a.t 1,200,000. The book is 1itlcd M.:r Al'Pu:t· LARRY KING: Haw• yn11 hF!P.n to the new Korean 
i11a.1'1 Jcw·'l1";J'• M•JnOt"iAl"i' 

Tomorrow night, Batte Midler. W-. wi.ll hP. rie;ht hack. COLIN POWELL: Yes, it's beautiful. 
[Commerdal break] LARRY KING: And the Vietnam, of course, you have. 

LARRY JONG: By the way, we apologiie for that phone 
r:Atl. Tt happen&. It also shows us what i11 out there, so 
maybe it's good to isee that all is not well in Mudville. 

ls vow- wife toWly opposed to your going in? 
COLIN POWELL: Alma would prefer that we remain a 
private couple and not in elected public life. 
J,.ABRY KING: And she's a wonderful woman"! 

COLIN POWEU...: Of course. 
LARRY KING: Thank.11, Colin. 
COLlN POWELL: Thanks very much, Larry. 
LARRY KING: Good luck. on the book trail. 
COLIN POWELL: Thanks '\"ery much. 
LARRY Kl.NU: t:olln Powell, Cb.alrman, Join~ Chh,f:s, Cw· 
mer Chairman Joint Chiefs, and the author of M,y Amtr· 
ica.n Jaurn•,'Y. 
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Thanks f'or joining us. Tomorrow night in New York, 
Wlth Bette Midler and don'~ furpt., wt: w iU l.Jt: \Jack in LA 
for the c::lotie of the Simpson trial. 

Tiuu:J.k.o fOl joining \U!I and good night. 

Copyri/Jht ® 1006 Ca.hlc: N,,wli NotworlJ, l'nc. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 
My American Journey, Colin Powell, with Joseph 
Persico, Random House 
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checked against a.n audio track. in order to meet 
rigi.d distribution. and transmi.sstorr, deadlines, it 
ha.snot yet been proofread against videotape. 
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