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LARRY KING LYVE Transcript #1642
September 18, 1995

Interview with Gen. Colin Powell

LARRY KING: [voice-over] He's served his cugntry in war
and poace ss an army offlcer, as the top man, Joint—
Chairman eof the Joint Chiefs, He's served three presi-
dents, two Republicans one Demucrat, Ruagan, Bush and
Clinton, And now, thers is a mavement te droft him na g
candidate, He ia Colin Powell, a kid from Harlem, the son
of immigrants. He sharce his Amcricun journey with ug
for the full hour, all next on Larry King Live.

ANNOUNCER: Now, live, from Washington, here’s Larry

King.

LARRY KING: If there are momeants of mirth during this
next hour, it is due to the faci that we have a black Amer-
ican, a Jewish American. One {iom the Bronx, one from
Brooklyn. The heritage is exactly the same, right?

COLIN POWELL: Exactly. Exactly.

TARRY KING: We're coming fromn the— the same cloth.
Now, okay, 1 grew up with a lut of guys in Brooklyn, not
one over said, “I want to be a General,”

COLIN POWELL; They didn't say it in the Bronx either.
LARRY KING: WHy you? Why you?

COLIN POWELL.: Becuuse, when I entered City College
of New York and I entered the public school system of New
York, ! found somcthing that I liked at CONY, it was
ROTC. And a fraternity called the Pershing Rifles. And I
fell in love with the Army during that period, and I never
got out.

LARRY KING: Didn't most guys do ROTC so they
could— because they had to do it, they had to fulfill a com-
mitment,

COLIN POWEILL: Yesh.

LARRY EKING: And if they went to sorvice they were a
ligutenant.

CULIN FOWELL:
drafted,

LARRY KING: Yoah.
COLIN POWELL: And sv many people entered ROTC,
and CONY at that time had one of the largeat corpe in the
entire United States Army and they thought, “If you are
going to bo drafted, why not go in as s licutenant?™ And
that— that alse motivated me, but ohce I started dowsn
that road, something elue motivated me. [— Iloved it
LABRY EING: Which was?

COLIN POWELL: I liked tho discipline and structure of
the military. I felt somewhat distinctive wearing a uni-
form. I hadn't been distinctive ip much else in my earlier
life at that point.

LAARRY KING: Ware you an average studont?

In those dnyy you cxpacted to be
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COLIN POWELL: Very. Very average. To the point of
almost being below average.

LARRY KING: So you would nat have thought of West
Point?

COLIN POWELL; Ny, it never occurred to me. | nover—
I never considured Weet Point. I wasn't that motivated to
the military, and I, frankly, didn’t think it wag an option
for me in thowus days.

LARRY KING: Did you know in City College in ROTC,
that you waated to make it g career, or that you would give
it a shot?

COLIN POWELL: No. I would give it a shot. But I also
knew it was something that 1 really, really lked doing.
My— my parenis kind of said, “Okay, let him go in the
army for a few years, and then he can come out and get a
renl job,

LARRY KING: Hc's not guing to stay there.

COLIN POWELL: He's pot going to stay there. Who
atays. _

LARRY KING: What did the boyse~

COLIN POWELL: You come out and you get a real joh.
LARRY KING: —in the Bronx think?

COLIN POWELL: The boys in the Bronx were suppor-
tiva. I mean. they understood. He was tha college kid.
One of the few kida on the block. And, frankly, T think I
was the first kid on my block to— to go to college, Some of
iy other friends went into the military and they went in
as enlisted men, and they went in as enlisted men into the
Marines and to the- and into the Navy and into the Army.
But | was the first kid who went into college, went into
ROTC and was headed toward buing an officer.

LARRY KING: There was a tendency among the group
that grew up in that era to stuy in touch. Thaete ig a kind
of bond.

COLIN POWELL: Yeah.

LARRY KING: Do you have jt?

COLIN POWELL: We atill do. Wa separated for many
yenrs after we gort of grew up and left and got married, but
then we came back togcther in rocant yesrs and I'm— I'm
in touch with s number of the kids that I grew up with.
LARRY MING: What makes & pnod goldiar?

COLIN POWELL: A good soldier is somebody who Jg
dedicated to thu businoms, the profession of scldiering,
Who is loysl. Who is willing to serve hia nation, willing to
sacrifice for his nation. And who believes in his nation.
And he is tough mentally, tough physically. Has coursge.
The courage of his convictinns, ag well as physical courage.
LARRY KING: Gonaral Champea James [sp?7] was a
black four star general—

COLIN POWELL: The first—

LARRY KINC: Three atar,

COLIN POWELL.: —black four star.

LARRY KING: Wrxt black—

COLIN POWELL: Four star.

LARRY BING: —four star.

COLIN POWELL: Mm-hm.

LARRY KING: He¢ was a hell of a man.

COLIN POWELL: He was s wondeyful man.

LARRY XING: He died much too young.
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LARRY KING: Interviewed him unce and vaid, “Did you
like war?” And he said, “No warrior likes war.”

COLIN POWELL: Nobudy in their right mind, who has
seen war, and who has seen death in war, can like war, or
waht war.

LARRY KING: But isn’t a soldier basically unhappy in
peace?

COL]IN POWELL: No.

LARRY BING: Because he is not doing what he has been
Lrained to do.

COLIN POWELL: Rut he can train to do war. And you
can get satisfaction by training yourself and training your
unita to the very highest level of readiness. So, that if war
comes you ecan fight it ip an effective way and get il uver
with as quickly as possible. Warriors, as was said by one of
our founding fathers, you know, war is a serivus business
and the preatest challenpe of the soldier is to try to
preserve the peace.

LARRY KING: So, when we read of the Pattons and that
type of=— of man, who seem W live ol it, they are the ax.
ception?

COLIN POWELL: I think ithey are the exception. Patton
was a very driven man, almost messianic. And he was a
remarkable and suceessful warrior. Rul, most of the
soldiers Pve served with over the years, know that war
means death, war meany violence, war means destruction.
We should get war over with as quickly as passible.
LARRY KING: Being a blark American in the service was
not easy was it?

COLIN POWELL.: [t was not easy throughout all of our
nation’s history. When I carne along, it was a heck ot a lat
easicr than it had been earlier. And il was easier because
those who went before me had paved the way.

LARRY KING: And Truman—

COLIN POWELL: And Truman had done the rewnarkable
thing in 1947 by signing the law that ended segregation in
the military.

LARRY KING: Where along the line, General, did you
say “I am going 1o be a General*?

COLIN POWELL: ! never really said that. Even though
people find that strained. At some point in my career I
realized I was doing well enough to becorne a general. But
what was sort of pul ito me, in the early years of my
career, by my superiors, was that you do your very, very
best at any rank, in any job and let tha future take care of
itself. 1 wasp’t without ambition and 1 wanted to get
ahead, but a young black kid coming out of the Bronx,
Larry, in 1958, wasn’t thinking about General, he was
thinking about a job and he was thinking about doing the
very best he could.

LARRY KING- Ts there politics in the Army?

COLIN POWEILL: There is politics in almost every field
of human andeavor and there is some politics in the Army
of course.

LARRY KING: Do you have to play the game?

COLIN POWELL: You have to accomplish the misaion,
you have to do your job, you have to show loyalty to your
superiors, to your subordinaies, tu those whe work along-
gide of you. But you have to fundamentally do the job.
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LARRY KING: We've been together along the speakers
trail, which is a wonderful trail tu be on.

COLIN POWELL: Yes, it is.

LARRY KIN(:: And we've spoken a lot at parties, and
you've always said, “Boy, writing this book is tough.”
COLIN PUWELL: I. was tough.

LARRY KING: “Tougher than I thought.”

COLIN POWELL: It wasb.

LARRY KING: Why?

COLIN POWELL: It was lough because il was, first of
al], something that I had never done before. And because
iL required you to really reach deep into your heart and
into your soul to pull up the story that was there. And [
way blessed in having a marvelous collaborator jn Joseph
Persico, who knew this business.

LARRY KING: Great writer.

COLIN POWELL: He's a terrific writer. And he forced
me. The first time we sat down together, he said, “You've
pot to put it all out there. You can always takc a little
back, but it all has to come out—"

LARRY KING: What—

COLIN POWELL: —so we can have an honest, true,
readable, interesung story.

LARRY KING: Was it painful at times?

COLIN POWELL: At times it was painfil: talking about
my parents, talking about some of the disappointments
that did come alung the way in my rareer. 1t was painful.
-And it was always the easiest thing in the world to say,
“Well, turget about that. Lat’s not talk about that.” But
we— we did talk about it. We brought it all cut and put to-
gether a book that I bope the American people will enjoy
reading.

LARRY KING* And apparently are gobbling up?

COLIN POWELL: Sc far it's doing rather well, the first
couple of days. We're very excited about it. T'm excited
about it. My family is, Jo js—

LARRY KING: Did Harry Evans edit it?

COLIN POWELL: —and the fellows who published it-—
Harry Evans is both my editor and my publisher. He did a
brilliant job of editing. 1 hope you e listening, Harry
LARRY KING: He always is.

COLIN POWELL: He's always listening?

LARRY KING: Yes.

COLIN POWELL: Hv did it on— he Aid it on a beach in
Jamaica, on a laptop. And, of course, it took us three
weeks to swaighten out the dises when they— once they
came back, but he did a great job of editing.

LARRY KING: Did you pick the title?

COLIN POWELL: The title sort of emerged. It was al-
miost the lact thing we did. We kept searching for the—=for
the essence of the story. “What do we really call this?"
And American kept popping out, Journey kept popping out,
the Americah Dream came out and then, eventually, it just
omerged, My American Journey. And [ bave to give a large
part of the credit for that to Harry Evans, whu saw the es-
sence of the story and pushed that title.

LARRY KING: James Baldwin once said, “No black in
this country ever fargets his color.”

COLIN POWELL: 1 see it every morning when T look ir
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the mirmror. He's— he's ahsolutely right. And what he was
also saying is that there— there is still, in this country, a
degree of rarism, and you are not allowed to forget your
color. And we have to keep working on that

T.ARRY KING: How do you overcome it?

COLIN POWELL: ] don’t—I don't ever want to forget my
color and I don’t want anyone ever to forget my color when
they are Jooking at me. I want them to see an American
and T also want them to see a black American who is proud
of being an American who happens to be black,

LARRY KING: Are you shocked at all thiy presidential
talk?

COLIN POWELL: It's— it's very exciting. Shocked isn't
the night word.

LARRY EING: Surprised?

COLIN POWELL: Burpriscd, really. When T retired two
years ago, I really went on sabbatical. I went into seclu-
siou to write this book. And to=— to-

LARRY KING: Make speeches,

COLIN POWELL: —and tn take— to spend some time
with you on the— on the lecture cireuit which is great fun.
LARRY KIN(:- Great fun,

COLIN POWELL: And I expected a lot of the attention to
dis down. But, it did not. It did not.

LARRY KING: We will deal with that now. The book, by
lhe way. the General sets records, he signed books in
Mclean yesterday and signed over 3,200 books. This is at a
rather small community, north of Washington.

We will be right back with General Colin Puwell.
Tomorrow night, Bette Midler. And Wednesday night,
guest host Spike Lee. We will be righl back.

[Cormmercial break]

LARRY KING: Qur guest is Colin Powell, the book ig My
American Journey, co-authored with Joseph Persica, from
Random House, There you see its cover. It's evarywhere in

Aiuerica. I think the first print is close to a million,
750,0007

COLIN POWEILL: It about a million, somewhere
around that.

LARRY KING: About a million, first print, which is un-
heard of.

COT.IN POWELL: It's quite exciting.

LARRY KING: Do you like being an author?

COLIN POWELL: Now that it is over and I am an au-
thor, yes.

LARRY KING: Do you fear overkill? You know, it's—
here you are now, at the beginning of a tour. By the eud of
this tour, I mean if you are not already the best known
American, you will be the best known Aiuerican.

COLIN POWELL: No, [ am not worried about that. I am
having a great time visiliug with the Amcrican people via
television or— or through the newspapers.

LARRY KING: Siuce you seem to like this so mich—
COLIN POWELL.: Ilike it.

LARRY KING: - how did you not da it, for two vears?
COLIN POWELL: Larry, please.

LARRY KING: How Aid you not do jit?

COLIN POWELL: What are we getting into this fight for,
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in front of all of your audience.

LARRY KING: [t's not a fight. Huw could you? For
someone who loves attention, the media, how could you
stay home.

COLIN POWELL: I apologize, Larry.

LARRY KING. Okay, accepted.

COLIN POWELL: And I will come again, if you—
LARRY KING: You better.

COLIN POWELL: As socon a8 you invited me.

LARRY KING: I mean didn’t you—

COLIN POWELL: I didn't want—

LARRY KING: You gol this— let's show them. The
braces. Didn’t you say to yourself at times, “I'd like to go
on” Forget this show, any show, didn't you say, “Boy, I
wish ] were on there, today.”

COLIN POWELL: For the last two years, I really have
epjoyed my privacy and seclusion. | have been able to,you
know, stay at hame with my family and be offstage for
awhile. It was very refreshing. And work on the Luvk and
make some speeches around the countryside, visit lots of
schools, walk through VA hospitals.

I enjoyed that very, very much, And I dida’t miss the
attention. And I am not wurried about ovorkill, now. I am
locking forward to geing out and meeting the American
people again.

LARRY KING: Terrific book, by the way.

COLIN POWELL: Thank you very much, Larry.

LARRY KING: The concept of being president has got to
be heady?

COLIN POWELL: It's very heady. It's— it's a very im-
portant— the parhaps most important position in our na-
tion.

LARRY KING: Enormous responsibilities.

COLIN POWELL: Enormous responsibililies. 'Vhere are
many important positions in our nation and it certainly is
the lop political position in ocur nation and it is somethiny
very heady to think about,

_LARRY KING: And what kind of— How dv you give it-

You said you are going to say something in November.
What do— what do— How— What’s the— What— Or—
Well, let's put it this way: under what circumstances
would you say yes?

COLIN POWELL: That's—

LARRY KING: What has te happen.

COLIN POWELL: That's— that’s what ] am going to
have to examinc over 1he next =everal weeks. You have to
remember, Larry, that I have not spent my whole adult life
trying to rvach the pnint where I could run for elected
political office. My whole life was spent in entirely the dif-
ferent direction, in entirely a different profession and field.
Soldiering.

TARRY KING: Like your hero, Eisenhower,

COLIN POWELL: 1 have other heroes, George Marshall
and others. But like my hero, Eisenhower, as a soldier.
And so this hasn’t been a driving ambition for me w enter
public office. And what [— what I have to do over the next
several weeks is see what reaction there is to, not only my
book, but my being out in public life and taking positions
on the various 13sues Lhat are out there. And then T will
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have to see whether or not I really have something to con-
tribute that is unique and different from anyone else and
whether I have the passion to pursue that vision. And—
LARRY KING: You don’t know that yet?

COLIN POWELL: Idopt— I don’t really know that yet.
LARRY KING: How did you feel today, being=— tunybe for
the first time— picketed, attacked verbally because of your
position on pro-choice.

COLIN POWELL: Yeah. I have beep—

LARRY KING: They folluwed you around today.

COLIN POWELL: —attacked — They followed me
around, tbday, and it was very rcopectful, and I vary much,
you know, I— I-— I— accepted their views and I listened
carefully. These are pcople who are very committed to
their point of view and they have a very moral point of
view. And I am not encouraging abortion. T am against
abortion. I wish that a woman who becomes pregnant and
does not wish to keep the child, would carry the pregnancy
to term and then put the child up for adoption, and that we
make adoption aariar.

Rut, at the end of the day, T als¢ believe that under the
laws nf our land that woman is permitted to make that
choice and combined with her own—

{.ARRY KING: But how did you react to—

COLIN POWELL: —with her own conscience and her
God.

LARRY EING: How did you react to seeing— have yuu
ever seen critics before?

COLIN POWELL: I listened. Sure, I— Oh, Lary.
LARRY KING: Where?

COLIN POWEILL: T have— I lave been subjest to
criticism. T gave a speech at Harvard not too long ago,
where 1 was criticized. Tve Leen publicly criticized. I've
been in public life for eight years at a fairly senior level, so
I underatand uwitivism. 8o, you know, in this case, I
listened to the people who came through the signing line
and wishwl ta say a word to me abent this position and I
conveyed back my view. And they were thoughtful,
thoughtful pcople who felt strnngly about their position.

So, this is not something that is strange to me or some-
thing that I can’t manapun.

LARRY KING: 1t didn't bother you?

COLIN POWFI.I.: No, this— it didn’t bother me today.
LARRY KING: I guess the question is, can— are you thin
skinned about things where you see yourself attacked?
COLIN POWELL: 1 think I'm— I'm a fairly normal hu-
man being who does not like to be attacked or criticized.
But [ also understand that is part of the public dialogue in
a democracy, that happens in a democracy and I can
mapage it.

T— I have cperated at a fairly senior level, where
criticism was,you know, the— the thing that happencd to
you every day and T can handle that.

LARRY KING: But If you were running for offica it
wouldn't force you to change cpinions, would it? Or— or
would you?

COLIN POWELL: Nb», what I— what I'm trying to do
right now, is (o lay out my core beliefa. I am not trying to
put positions out to satisfy any particular part of the politi-
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cal spectrum. 'm putting out what I believe. 1 know that
poliliva is alac the art of compromise, hut 1 have some core
beliefs and I am not going to attack and change every time
some criticism comes my way if thay are a core helief that
I am defending.
LARRY KING: Rark with Colin Powell, in just a moment.
We will be including your phone calls in a little while. The
book is My American Journey.

Next week, John F. Kennedy, Jr. Don’t go away.
[Commercial brvak]

LARRY KING: Former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs,
Colin Powell, is our guest. The book is My American Jour-
ney from Random House.

Did you meet with Repubhcan strategisis® Tlust haa
been reported somewhere.
COLIN POWELL: Oh, 1 meet with luts of people. T
wouldn't characterize anybody as a Republican stratagist,
but I've been meeting with frimuls of mine who are Repub-
Jicans and others who are Democrats who wish to give me
political advice.
LARRY KING: From the statements published and
broadcast, il would appear that you are an independent.
COLIN POWELL:: I have always voted as an independ-
ent.
LARRY KING: Therefore. you have voted for Republican
and you have voted for Demnerats?
COLIN POWELL: Correct.
LARRY KING: Tt would alao appear that if you are going
to run, you are not going to go primary.
COLIN POWELL: Well—
LARRY KING: Has that—
COLIN POWELL: No, that has not been excluded as an
option. ] think that all options are open to me at ihis
point.
LARRY KING: You deacribe yourself as a fiscal cunserva-
tive.
COLIN POWELL: Mm-hm.
LARRY KING: Meaning?
COLIN POWELL: Meaning that I have tho despest belief
in our sapitalist, entrepreneurial system. I think that gov-
ernment should do ever ything posaible to fras the rreative
eneryy that exists in the American industry. Put enough
constraines in plave so that it ie done fairly and that we
don't exploit labor, and that is said honestly. But, other-
wise, golL vut of the way of buxiness T.et’s create jobs and
let’s create wealth. Jobs and wealth are good.
TARRY KING: Taxea?
COLIN POWEL]L: Wealth is what we need. Taxes we
should keep a8 low ar possible. I mean nobody wants to
see a taX burden any higher than the one we have now.
and if it is poasible to reduce it, we should reduce it. But
we have to do it in a way that shows we are good stewards
of our future as well, and not in a way tbat allows the
deficit to increase and we put a tax burden on future gen-
erations.

S0, I think you would find that my feelings on ecunomic
matters, and mattera of that nature, are— are quite con-
servative,

—4—
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LANRY KING: Would you1 be so definitive, like George
Bush once said, “Read my lips?”

COLIN POWEFET.I.: No, [— I don't think that is good stew-
ardship. I don’t think it is good stewardship to preclude
deing the right thing, if the time comes. So I would not
sign pledges of that mature. I think responsible stew-
ardship and leadership means that you— you have to
handle the nation’s treasure well. And it may be neces-
sary, at times, to raise taxes, but nobody wants to raise
taxes and you should avoid it. You should try Ww vut gov-
ernment spending, bring the government under control,
lower the cost of government, get guvernment out of
peoples lives and if you can lower taxes, do it.

But, at the same time, luwering taxes, or allowing entit-
lement spending, or all kinds of other government spend-
1Ing to increase, awud >upporting that, by putting a tax bur-
den on future generations, is not good stewardship.
LARRY KING: Minimum wage up?

COLIN POWELL: [— I have an open mind on that, be-
vause I think that the data is not clear right now as to
whether that actually creates more jobs or loses jobs. And
ao am still studying on that one,

LARRY KING: Back with General Colin Powell. We will
be gning to your phone calls in about five minutes. Don't
go away.

[Commercial break)

LARRY KING: We're back with General Colin Powell, we
are going to go to your calls at the bottomn of the huur. Ap
old friend of mine, John Hooker, in Tenneasee, told me
something today — and he was the one that said maybo
Perot might want to run, and you are sitting in the seat
where he announced — Lhat iu Tennesacc this weak they
are going to put you on the ballot as an independent. They
don‘t need— Lhey dun't need a lot of signatures in Tannes-
see, and they are going to do it this week. A proup is form.
Ing and going to put you an the ballot, in Tennessee, this
week. Comment?

COLIN POWELL: Well, I am flattered that the people in
Tennessee, represented by Mr. Hooker, feel so strongly
about my potential as a candidate. But this is the first 'm
hearing it, and so I— I will have to reflect on that. I, of
course, at this point, can’t encourage them to do that, or
endorse the effort. But I amn flattered that they feel that
way about me.

LARRY KING: You are alsa not saying “Don‘t do it."
COLIN POWELL: Well, I don’t think I should give them
advice at this point.

LARRY KING: Well said. Well said. Any candidate at
all, jump out at you? Democrat or Republican?

COLIN POWELL: ]know— I know all of them. I have—
LARRY KANG: And like (e, don't you?

COLIN POWELL: [ like them all. 1 mean, I know all of
these= these genllvinen, they arc all dedicated Americans.
I think, right now the American people are sort of— they
are t-ull ¢xamining. We are atill 14 months away from—
away from the election.  Obviously, President Clinton willp
Le the nominee of the— nf the Deinocratic;party; and ﬂght’a
now, it looks like Senator Bob Dole, who 1 have Wwdtked
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with for many, many years, is ahead, way ahead of his
competition within-the Republivan ranks.

LARRY KING: Lets say this is just a let's say — would
they be formidable Lo yuu? Or do you think you could give
it a tussie? The polls say you could.

COLIN POWELL: Well, I don’t want tn handicap myself
yet, until I've decided that ] am going to actually be a
candidate. I think that Senatar Tlole, a great American,
and distinguished war hero; as well'as a very, very: sucoesb-
ful politicien and legislator over the years, and a man who
has a vision for America; and has the passion for it, would

be the mnat formidable opponent for-any-of -the.-other _

candidates. And I think that he is doing very, very well.

But this i» not the time for me to start handicapping
myself. .]-think-I have:to'cross a few bridges before I ¢ome
to that point.

‘LARRY-KING® President beatable Would you gu— you

wouldn't go in the Democratic primary, right?

COLIN POWELL.: No, | thunk that's—

LARRY KING: You already said you wouldn't.

COLIN POWELL: —that’s vul.

LARRY KING: That's out?

COLIN POWELL: That'a out of the question, ysah
LARRY KING: You are not going to challenge a alttmg
presideiit, thiat way?"

COLIN POWELL: No. No I= 1 am, not. lnterested m
sveking any political pomﬁon With the: Democratm party o
LARRY KING: Your bbok ‘teveals he offered you the vxce
preaidenoy.

COLIN POWELL: No, the book says that an emissary
came and inquired as to whether T-might be interested in
the vice presidency. President Clinton and I never, talked
ahout it, ©

LARRY KING: Well, how did you react when the emis-
sary said that?

COLIN POWELL: I said that I, I was not lnterested. I
was a soldier, 1 wanted to finish 1 my ‘term‘ai ¢hairman of
the Joint Chlefs of " Stalf arid T'also sald that I didnt want
to leave ‘soidiering to go into politics. And I— I worked for
President Bush, who is & deas friead of mine, who was my
Commander in Chief, and who [ have the warmest feelings
tor, and there were no=— there were no set of rirmimstances
under which I could have entered politics against Presi-
dent Bush v1 his administration. 2
LARRY KING: Do you react well,“or badly, when it is
vaid, “Yeah, Colin Powell ia very popular, Everybody loves
you, I guess, except maybe for Rush Limbaugh, everybody
loves you. [ mean Jesse Helms loves you. Maybe Pat
Robertson is not the greatest fan, but you are a loved per-
son. Din you ever get to think that, when pecple say, “This
is a black American who could win.” or, “this is a black
American 1 could vote for.” Do you regard that as racist?
COLIN POWELL: I wouldn't want to characterize iL as
raciat. But I hope we reach the point in our national life,
in the not too distant future, where pecple wuuld say firct,
“This is somebody I could vote for, [ could support for this
officer or the other. And its alsu guved that ho’e blaek. It
shows that we've come a certain way in our country.” And
not Just instantily see me through a black filter

—
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I have nevar hidden from my blackness, I am proud of
it, it is a source of great strength to me, but I hope we've
reachaed that point in American life that it is not the first
thing that people see.

LARRY KING: How about turning the whole thing over.
How about if you run, run with a waman.

COLIN POWELL: Larry, when—

LARRY KING: Might as well sweep it—

COLIN POWELL: —Larry, when— when the time
comes, if the time ever comes, I would certainly seek your
advice as to who I might choose to run with.

LARRY KING: Might you iuvlude a woman.

COLIN POWELL: Why not.

LARRY KING. We will be back,

COLIN POWELL: 1 can think of a number of very capa-
ble wumen.

LARRY KING: A lot of impediments there.

COLIN POWELL: Yeah

LARRY KING: We will be back— we will be back with
your calls. First time ever, taking phone calls, live. Colin
Powell, next. Don't go away.

[C'nmmercial break]

LARRY KING: By the way, we mentioned a million first
print, we've just learned frorn Random House that they
have gone into a second printing, printing 200,000 addi-
tional copies, today.
COLIN POWELL: Very exciting.
LARRY KING: You are on a roll.
LARRY KING: Columbia, Maryland. Hello?
1st CALLEK, [Columbdie, Marylurul]: 11i, Larry. General
Powell, | commend you an your career and the success of
your book.
COLIN POWELL: Thank you.
15t CALLER: My quoetion is, the African Arnerican com-
munity, particularly young black men are under siege by
many things. What do yni kee as part of the solution and
what can you add as a poasible presidential candidate.
COLIN POWEL.T.: 1 think the solution ultimately has to
be a rebirth, a rejuvenation of the American family and the
American black family. American blacks had a strong tra-
dition of family That's what— that’s what set me on my
way in life. And I think we have to break the cycle of il-
legitimacy that is plaguing our communities, our inner city
¢communities. I think we have to fix our education system.
I think we have to restore a sense of pride. We've put to
teach our young people, once again, self restraint.
Separating out right from wrong. I dun'l think any single
government program, or any single politician can fix it. I
think what has to happen is all uf us as Amcrisans turning
back to those of our citizens who are in need, who have not
benefited fraom the Amnerican drcam, who bave nnt shared
in the wealth of this country and start to bring them up.
But Allivan Americany have to start with curselves and
not look outside of cur comrmunities, o outside of our own
culture for this. We havs gnt to start teaching our chil-
dren, sgain, the way we were taught, the way ] was taught
as a child, to behave and to have a sense of pride.
LARRY KING: The hardest thing is walking in someone
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elses skin or shoes. So what was it like— I know what it
was like for me, 1t was a huiiible thing— what was it like
for you to hear the Mark Fuhrman tapes?

COLIN POWELL: It was shocking. It was shocking To
hear Mark Fuhrman say that about the people that he was
swotu to protect. And o when I— whaen T hear people tsll
me that “We want to have a color blind society, we want
evel playing fields,  I— I lnve hearing that and I wish it
were true. But when you hear a Mark Fuhrman tape you
know it is nnt yet true. It is not yet true. And we've got to
keep warking to make it true, in due course, for all
Americans.

So, Mark Fuhrman's tapes. shocked me, stunned me
but also reminded me that we still have a long way to go
and we have all got to work at it.

LARRY KING: So, very painful, then.

COLIN POWELL: Very pantul. _
LARRY KING: Now this Q.. Simpson matter has
crossed racial lines and people are talking about blacks
think he didn’t do it, whites think he did do it — how do
you teel about 1t?

COLIN POWELL: Well, I think we have a legal system

In this countiy that will detormnine guilt ar innacence 50 1
wouldn't wish to speculate on whether he did it or not, the
cuwts will detcrmine that and that jury will determine
that. But, as you see the reaction, within the white com-
munity and within the hlack community, more whites
think he is guilty than blacks, by a significant difference.
And that is beeanse blacks have concerns about the quality
of law and they have concerns about justice for blacks in
this country.

LARRY KING: And that is—

COLIN POWELL: And that's probably why—

LARRY KING: —logical, right?

COLIN POWELL: It~ there is some logic to it. I mean,
there is— there is a problem. Cme million peuple are in jail
in our country, doing hard time. And over 50 percent of
themn are black. That 18 the reality. I am not saying that
they are in jail wrongly. We have problems in the black
community, but al tie vaane tirne thore is a=— a Wwaakness
of faith, if I can say it that way, within the black com-
munity vves the systems of justice that we have in this
country and it is reflected in these poll resuits with respect
Lo O.J. Simpaon.

LARRY KING: Were there ever men that you led that
you know didn't like yon because of color?

COLIN POWELL: 1 am sure there were. But—

LARRY KTNG: You were in Vietnam. You had to sepd—
COLIN POWELL.: I was—

T.ARRY KING: —people into batt]e?

COLIN POWELL: —in Vietham and—

LARRY KING: Men have died under you, right?

COLIN POWELL: Men have died under me.

LARRY KING: Men have died?

COLIN POWELL: Thaty— that's correct. And I amn sure
there were some who would rather have not been led by or
supervised by a black man. PBut, in the military, at the
time I came along, you better keep that quiet. Because we
had determined Ut the only thing that snntad in the
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military wasz the green uniform you wore, that was the
color that counted. And, as one of my dear friends who was
killed in Vietnarn once said on a television program, “Same
blood, sarne mud.” No room for that kind of thing.

And that is why the military was so successful over the
years in putting together an integrated society that took
the worth of every individual in the military.

LARRY KING: Barry Goldwater said “There mre pays
buried at Arlington.”

COLIN POWLLL: There are.

LARRY KING: “And gays buried at Normandy.”

COLIN POWELL: True.

LARRY KING: Why shouldn’t they serve?

COLIN POWEILL: We havc a privacy problem, 1 helieve,
in the military. We are a reflection of our society. And I
kuuw that there arc gays serving in the military now and
serving well. We ask thern to make an additional sacrifice
beyond the other sacrifires that you have to make for mili-
tary service and that is to keep their sexual orientation a
private matter, tn themselves.

LARRY KING: Because?

COLIN POWELL: Because we think that it would be
very detrimenta) to good order and discipline to have addi-
tional sexual orientations and genders within the confines
of barracks life and shipboard life. The fact of the matter
is, we tell people who they are going to room with, we tell
people who they are going to sleep with. And we have
young people in the armed forces of the United States.
And it was my judgment and the judgment of my col-
leagues on the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the senior com-
manders ol the armed forves uf the United States, that we
thought it was prejudicial to good order and discipline to
have open hotuusexual orientation announced within the
armed forces.

I’s & controversial issne, hut that was our best judg-
ment.

LARRY KING: Do you miss the Army?

COLIN POWELL: I love the Army with all my beart, but
I had 35 good vears and every now and then there is a
twinge, but 1 always try to close doors and move forward
and—

LARRY KING: 3o it's behind you.

COLIN POWELL: =—and look to the future. It's behind
me. Except when [ walk through an alrport and see a
young soldier, or airman, or marine or sailor in uniform
and then the little twinge comes back that I am no longer
part of that.

LARKY KING: Brussels, Belgium, hello.

2nd CALLER, [Brussels, Belgium] Hello. Thank you for
taking my call.

LARRY KING: Sure.

20d CALLER: My queetion for Mr. Powell is, what does
he balieve the top priorities for U.S. foreign policy should
be?

COLIN POWELL: I think perhaps our top priority right
now is to kerp the process of democratization and market
reform going in the fortner republics of the Soviet Union,
anA especially in Russia. Russia remains a superpower
because of its size, because of its potential. And | think the
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revolution that has occurred over the last several years is
still tenuous and I think one of vur mest important foreign
policy objectives, if not our most important one, is to keep
that process muving [viward in Russia.

LARRY KING: Do you fear a war?

COLIN POWELL: I don't fear a war again. | mean, one
of the great achievements of the last few years, which is
the end of 50 years warth of struggle was the end of the
cold war and the demise of the Soviet Union at the end of
199). That was a historic change which has— which has
fundamentally changed the entire shape of the world.
TARRY KING: Has the president made a major foreign
policy mistake? #

COLIN POWELL: 1 don't think that he has made a major-
foreign policy mistake, because the ration 1s not at wsar.
We have good, stable.relations around the world, but there
have been’ ‘some. mlssteps along the way, but there d.lwuya
are,within any administration. i

LARRY KING: Is 1t hard for you, haviug been a general
all of these years, to now say anything that might be criti-
cal? Because you are 50 used to not being critieal.

COLIN POWELL: It's the change— it's the change in my
life. J mean I was a soldier, and loyal to my Cnmmander in
Chief for the time that I served, but now, in order to be
wanulid about the isuues, from time tn time, I will have to be
critical about the issues I see out there and the way those
issues arc being handled.

LARRY KING: How are we doing in Bosnia?

COLIN POWELI.: T hope that we are on the verge of a
breakthrough. I think a number of things have come to-
gether. Finally, solid leadership from Washington. Presi-
dent Clinton, and Mr. Christopher, and Tony Lake, espe-
cially, when he traveled through Europe, to get all of the
allias, finally, on the— on the same pohitical wicket. You
know my views: you have to have a common political ob-
jective. And then the new diplomatic vffort this time led by
the Unijted States, and not just a group of folks, and led
abjly buy Ambassador Holbrooke, and then, of course, the
use of military force. The Croatian successes in the
Krajina. as well as the usc of air power aver be laat couple
of weeks used in a decisive way, not pin pricks that were
really not related to what the problem was.

LARRY KING: It was our obligation, was it not, to be?
COLIN POWELL: I think ance, once the president got all
of his colleagues in Europe and NATO and the UN all lined
up to say to the Serbs, “If you violate these safe areas,”
after Srebenica and Zepa were lost, “if you viclate anymore
of these safe areas, we will respond in an overwhelming
and decisive way.” Once they crossed that line they had to
be responded 10 in an overwheiming and decisive way. You
can't put down threats like that without tollowing through.
LARRY KING: Back with more calls for Colin Powell,
after this.

[Comnmercial break]

LARRY KING: We're back with General Colin Powell.
We go to Elosha, Mauitoba, hello?

3rd CALLER, (Elosha, Manitobaj: Hello, Larry, how are
you?

—_—7 -
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LARRY KING: Fine.

3rd CALLER: Colin Powell, I am an ex Naval officer, a
retired Naval officer may I exchange a quick salute with
you, sir. Thank you, very much.

LARRY KING: A first.

3rd CALLER: | was— I was saluting as well I would
like to ask you, I read in Time magazine this week, there
was some criticism of some of your iuilitary decisiona in the
past. In particular, they mentioned the, your planned in-
vasion of Robin Givens crotch,

LARRY KING: I'm sorry, I didnt— Sick call. See what I
wwean? There are— there are ill people out thare Ry the
way, are you worried about your, about danger on the
road?

COLIN POWELL: No, my— my wife is. But I—

LARRY KING: Whan ynu hear a call like that—

COLIN POWELL: But I'm not, no.

LARRY KING: -—wouldn't it be logical?

COLIN POWELL: Well, I have been in public life and for
the last two yvears I've gotten quite a bit of mail, and there
are some sirange people out there and you— you have to
have some little slight level of concern, but I don’t let it
overwhelm me.

LARRY KING: Medicare? The public loves it. Afraid of
losing it.

COLIN POWELL: The public should love {t. It's— jt's a
terrific program, it Lbrought comfort W e aud my family,
when my— when my parents were in the last years of their
lives and I dont think anylwdy is ylanning to scrap it.
But, at the same time, the reality is that Medicare costs
growth. Itis higher than we— than wc can suslain, at the
current level of revenue that cames in for the Medicare
Prugraus,

LARRY KING: So we have to cut?

COLIN POWELL: We hava tn cuf the cost of— the
growth cosi. We don't want to do anything to eliminate
the program. It’s the rate of growth ihat we’re talking
about cutting.

LARRY KING: So you favor the Republican proposal,
then? :

COLIN POWELL: So far, from what ] have seen over the
last week, the Republican proposal seems to be the more
responsible proposal, principally because I have not seen a
Democratic proposal,

LARRY KING: The president—

COLIN POWELL: And then the thing thal— the thing
that is disturbing about it, and the reason that there is
such a debate, is that the Democrats accuse Lthe Republi-
cans of doing it solely for a tax cut, and the Republicans
tend to accuse the Dernocrats of just vontinuing the welfare
stale. And what the American people are seeing is this
debate. And the answer is we have to do somuething to get
this cost prowth under control. And why don’t you guys in
Washingion, aud you ladies in Washinpton get an with
that problern and stop shouting at each other.

LARRY KING: You eaid—

COLIN POWELL: Shouting is part of the democratic pro-
ces3s, but not too much shanting.

LARRY KING: You said you were uncomfortable in either
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party, in a sense.

COLIN POWELL: Yeah.

LARRY KING: With either party.

COLIN POWELL: Ycah, I am still Snding myseif.
LARRY KING: The candidates havent flipped vou.
Thereforc, this is a strictly what-if, and not to be taken for
anything other than that, who would be the core that you
would say to come tn you if you are no either and were a
two party system.

COT.IN POWELL: We may be a two party system, but
we're not necessarily a two party nation. And as I have—
as | have traveled around the country over the last two
years, I have found mare and more people, especially
within the last year and a half, who are not claiming to be
either Republicans or Democrats. They are representing
something different. They are disappointed with hoth of
the major parties. And they are—

LARRY KING: A plague on both of your houses?

COLIN POWELL: —]ooking for something difterent. [t
is sort of a plague on both your houses, or I am dis-
appointed with both your huuses, and they are loocking—
LARRY KING: And do you think Ross Perot touched
that?

COLIN POWELL: —for something different. I think
Russ Perot really did touch it. He touched a very responsi.
ve chord. And since 1992, when he touched it, it has not
gone away. I see it ¢varywhare I go,

LARRY KING: And those people would come t0 you, do
you think?

COLIN POWEILL: I don't know that they would at the
end of the day. At the end of the day, they may go back to
their original— their original hames and constituencies.
That’s— that's one of the tough political guestions of our
lime.

But I can tell you that there— there are » large number
of Americans, and they are not just wishy-washy people iu
the center— there are a large number of Americans who
are disappointed in the way the Republicans aud the Dem-
ocrats have been conducting the nation's business.

LARRY KING: Your passion seesus tu be growing.
COLIN POWELL: How much more time have we got?
LARRY KING: Hey, if yuu are going to aay somsthing, we
will keep you.

We will bw back with Colin Powell, don’t go away
[Commercial break]

LARRY KING: Were back with General Colin Powell.
New Orleanes, Louisiana, helln?

Ath CALLER, [New Orleans, Louvisiana]: About whal his
ideas are abmt the family cap.

LARRY KING: What family cap.

COT.ITN POWELL: The welfare—

4th CALLER: The family cap.

COLIN POWELL: Oh, the welfare family cap?

LARRY KING: Oh, the welfare— Yeah. Which the— I
think Clinton endorsed today.

COLIN POWELL: Yeah I— ldon‘t think the evidence is
there yet that we know what the effect of a cap will actual-
ly be or what the eflect on children wouuld be. Changing -
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the manner in which unwed mothers are compensated.
And so, 1 think we have to be very, very careful, as Senator
Patrick Moynihan has been saying, that we really don’t
have gocd data upon which to make a judgment on this js-
sue. I of course, want to remove any incentive that exists
In the welfare system that would vicuu age young women
to go out and have additional children that they can't sup-
pult and they don't have a family structure to take care of.
But at the same time, I— | think we have to be careful of
doing it in a woy that does not hurt, ultimately, the child.

I think there are much more powerful forces at work
that cause young girls to become pregnant And that is
they are doing it to bring something of value in their life,
they percelve as a child. Because there lsn't enough, there
aren't enough other things of value in their life. SoI think
there— there— there are other powerful forces at work.
LARRY KING: Do you agree with the recognition of Viet-
pam?

COLIN POWELL: | agree with the recognition of Viet-
nam.

LARRY KING: Should we recognize Cuba?

COLIN POWELL: I think it is premature to change our
nvarall poliry tn U11ha, hut Coba is becoming an frrelavani.
leftover of the cold war and I think in due course it will be
necessary Lo starl mudifying owr policy to get ready for the
collapse of Castro.

LARRY BJNG Do vou— if you decided mot to run, and
Dalé’ oomes o you, or. whuwer gets: t.he Rapublican nomina-
tioh; dares: to you and says, “¥ou are an.American, Colin
Powell- Youi oweit to your country. Run with me.”
COLIN POWELL.: I— I owe my ronntry same form of
service. And my optmns in lifé right now are not to either

ra.fwr political office: or—- or go- hide in" the basement,

aomewhere There are a range-of options available to me
and n'I dedde not to seek the highest. office in the lang, or
enter_elected ‘politics, T will look at that entire range. Iam
notes

LARRY KING: Would that have an—

COLIN POWELL: The moment to consider
alternatives—

LARRY KING: Would that have an emotional appeal to
yousas [ just stated t?:

COLIN POWELL: I— it sure would. I mean ] would s
have to consider that very; ve.ry serlously, but r!ghl. now' it/
18 not something. that I find is"an attractive option.
LARRY KING: Back with vur resuaining maments with
General Colin Powell. The book went into its second print-
ing wday, that's at 1,200,000. The book i= titlced My Amncr
iean Jewrney.

Tomorrow night, Batte Midler. We wi)l he right hack.
[Commercial break]

LARRY KING: By the way, we apologize for that phone
call. Tt happens. It a)so shows us what is out there, so
maybe it’s good to see that all is not wel] in Mudville.

s your wife totally opposed to your going in?
COLIN POWELL: Alma would prefer that we remain a
private couple and not in elected public life.
L.ARRY KING: And she's a wonderful woman?
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COLIN POWELL: She's a wonderful womnan.

LARRY KING: My dinuer partuet at a state dinner once.
COLIN POWELL: Yes.

LARRY EING: What is her import in thic.
words, does she carry-—

COLIN POWELL: W¢ we have been a team for 33
years. We are a very close family and it is a decision that
we would have to arrive at togethar Tt is nat anything |
would ask her to do, that she really, really dida't want to
do. Rut she’s heen a wanderful Army wife for those 33
yvears. She has served her nation as well as I have tried to
serve my nation. And it is a decision we will reach as a
family and as a team.

LARRY KING' You told me once that your opinion of
Jimmy Carter went way up in Haitl,

COLIN POWELL: Yes.

LARRY KING: You saw a strong man.

COLIN POWELL: Oh, I saw a very strong man.

LAKKY KANG: Does that still stand?

COLIN POWELL: Yes.

LARRY EING: He pulled Lthat uff, didn't he?

COLIN POWELL: He pulled it off. He— he pulled it off,
antd s, iy bonk, T credit thres prazidents:  Prasidant
Clinton for having the courage to take that one last chance
for peace; President Cartar for the manner in whirh he led
that delegation and then somebody we doi’t hear about
anymore, President .Innassaint, who was the de facto, if
not recognized president of Haiti, who realized it was time
tn tell hiz military to give up the ghost.

LARRY KING: Do you still feel a great personal tie to
Ronald Reagan?

COLIN POWELL: I do indeed.

LARRY KING: He made you, in a sense, didn’t he?
COLIN POWELL: I would allow that to stand. [ mean, I
think—

LARRY KING: He certainly made you a national name.
COLIN POWELL: He made me a national figure. And I
think the absolute world ot President Reagan. I've tried Lo
be very warm toward him in my book. I think he was a re-
markable man, a remarkable presidenul. I think he gave
this country a sense of vision, a sense of purpose, he— he
made us proud of whu we are. May not have commandced
7 every detail and there were some areas [ wish he had done
e in, but I have the highest admiration for hir. And I
also want to say that to Mrs. Reagan as well. She was part
of that team. And you had those two people tngether whn
served America very, very well.

LARRY KING: Have ymi heen to the new Korean
Memuorial?

COLIN POWELL: Yes, it's beautiful.

LARRY KING: And the Vietnam, of course, you have.
COLIN POWELL: Of course.

LARRY KING: Thanks, Colin.

COLIN POWEL]L: Thanks very much, Larry.

LARRY KING: Good luck on the book trail.

COLIN POWELL: Thankes very much.

LARRY KING: Colin Powell, Chairman, Joint Chie(s, fus-
mer Chairman Joint Chiefs, and the author of My Amer-
ican Journey.

In othor
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Thanks for joining us. Tomorrow night in New York,
with Betie Midler and don't forgel, we will be back in LA
for the close of the Simpson trial.

Thauks fir joining us and good night.

Copyright ® 1006 Cable News Network, Inc.

FURTHER INFORMATION:
My American Journey, Colin Powell, with Joseph
Persico, Random Houec

The preceding text has been professionally tran-
scribed. However, although the lext hus been
checked against an audio track, in order to meet
rigid distribution and transmission deadlines, it
has not yet been proofread against videotape.
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