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TOM SKINNER 
PRESIDENT 

May 27, 1994 

, 

V~s. Alexis Herman 

TOM SKINNER .. =li 
ASSOCIATES ~· 
5875 SOLOMONS ISLAND ROAD 
TRACY'S LANDING. MD 20779 
3011261-9800 
301/261-5193 FAX# 

( . 
1 __ · 

700 7th Street, SW, #626 
Washington, D.C. 20024 -~ 

Dear Alexis: 

Altfwugh we live, we are never cruly preparedjor life, and in one hour we can 
be slumtedfrom absolute security to utter dislocatioTL However we scheme and plan 
and strategize, we are unable to prepare ourselves for the capriciousness of existence. 
The morning's virility can become immobility by noon because each of us is vulnerable. 

Our friend and brother, the Reverend Tom Skinner, President of Tom Skinner 
Associates, Inc. and counsel to organizations as diverse as the Washington Redskins and 
Control Data Corporation, is no less assailable than the rest of us. 

Around April 12th. Reverend Skinner returned to Washington.. D.C. having 
concluded eight days of preaching, speaking and counseling in several dW-erent 
American cities. His wife, Barbara, noted his LTTus1mlly feeble condition at the airport. 
He tried to allay her fears saying he had some small amount of discomfort. Within two 
days he was unable to keep his condition to ltimselj; and was admitted into Howard 
University HospitaL There he was diagnosed as having pneumonia and acute lymphatic 
leukemia. 

His family and friends have been staggered by these events which have come 
upon us without warning, although we are aware that life never prepares one for life. 

Fortunately, through the good offices of Dick Gregory, we have been able to 
obtain the help of Dr. Russell Jaffe, formerly with the National Institutes of Health. 
Dr. Jajfe. the recipient of the United States Public Health Meritorious Award, has 
agreed to bring his spirit, knowledge and courageous innovation to the aide of our 
brother. Dr. Jaffe has had dramatic success treating diseases similar to that which has 
felled Tom. 

Treatment for Tom Skinner will be costly. The Skinners' insurance, which is 
nominal, does not cover the extreme demands of the catastrophic illness, leukemia. 
Friends are coming together to pray aggressively and to provide flnancial help in this 
moment of crisis, and we ask you to please help us to support Tom and Barbara 
Skinner. 

While afew have agreed to underwrite immediate costs, we are asking other 
friends to please commit to a contribution of $1,000.00 or more so that the healing 
which has commenced under the mercy of God and. the aegis of Dr. Jaffe can continue. 



We, the Wl.dersigned, are friends of Tom Skinner and supporters of the work of 
Tom Skinner Associates, Inc .. We invite you to join us in enswing Tom Skinner's 
wellness by enclosing your check in the amDWlt of $1,000.00 or more payable to Tom 
Skinner Associates, Inc. -Wellness Fund mailed to: 

Tom Skinner Associates, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 96554 
Washington, D.C. 20090 

May God bless youf or blessing our dear brother in this way. 

With warmest regards, 

Dr. Maya Angelou 
Mr. Robert Brown. 
Mr. Doug Coe 
Congressman Tony Hall 
Chaplain Richard C. Halverson 
Dr. Dorothy I. Height 
The Honorable Alexis Herman 
Rev. H. Beecher Hicks 
Mr. Edward Meyer 
Mr. Albert L. Nellum 
Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton 
Congressman Charles Rangel 
Congressman Louis Stokes 
Mr. Mike Tunmis 
Dr. C. Delores 1Ucker 

Tom Skinner Associates, Inc. is a nonprofit tax exempt 501 (c)3 organization. 



Our dear brother, Rev. Tom Skinner, 
desperately needs our prayers and 
support at this time. Please promptly 
read the enclosed letter for more 
details. 

With warmest regards, 

Dr. Maya Angelou 

.._ . 

TOM SKINNER ASSOCIATES, INC .• 
WELLNESS FUND 
P. 0. Box 96554 
Washington, D.C. 20090 
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I I 
, Although we ltVf?, we never truly prepared.for life, and tn one how- we can 

be :shun~from absolµte se to utter dtslocatton. However we scheme and plan 
arulf strategtze, we arej unable prepare ourselves for the caprictousness of e..xt.st.ence. 
'1111! rrwmtng's vtrt.ltty cm beco immDbUtty by noon ~cause each qfus is vulnerable. 

OW-friend and brother, t Reverend Tom Skinner, President of Tom Skinner 
Assocfates, Inc. and co~el to o gan.tzatlnns as diverse as the Washb1gton. Red.skins and 
Corittrol Data Corporattbn, ts no ss assailable than the rest qf us. 

: Around Aprtl l Jth. Reve . nd Sktnner returried to Washington. D. c. having 
conclude4 etght days df,preachtttg. speaking and coW1Seltrl{I tn several different 
A~Tfcan, cf.t.fes. His ~ife, Bar~a. -rwted his wiusually feeble condition at the atrport. 
He ltrfed to allay her J~ say~ he had some small amount Qf discorrifort. Within two 
days he was wiable to, keep his f~ndttton to himself, and was a.dmi.tted into Howard 
Untversity HospttaL 'fliere he wi' diagnosed as havfn'1 pnewnonfa and acute 
lyrrjP~ leukemia. I I 

; Hts family andfeends Jve been staggered by these events which have come 
U~n US without LUatn~, altho,

1 

h we are QWOTe that life neuer prepares one for life. 

· Fortunately, thnlru.ah the ood Qfftces of Dtck Gregory, we have been able to 
obt4Un the help of Dr. R~seU J e, formerly with the Nattonal In.stttutes Qf Health. 
Dr. 'Jq[fe, . the recfplent £the uryim Strues Public Heailh Merli.orlous Award, ha.s 
agreed to,brtng hts sp , know~e and courageous tn.rwvatton to the aide of oW' 
brother. Dr. Jqffe has dram(zt..:c success treating d1.seases similcu to that whieh has 

fellild Tom ~1 i 

Treatment/or To Skmne~ wUl be costly. The Skinners' insurance. which ts 
norntna~ Ck>es not cove the me ~mands of the catastrophic illness, leukemia. 
Frten.ds are comtng tog ther ~ay aggresstuely and t.o provtde .financial help tn. tilts 
moment of crtsts. and ~e asky~1 to please help us to support. Tom and Barbara 
SktiJ.ner, I I 

i Whae afew ~ agreed lo wvlerwrite tmmedtate costs, we are asktno other 
{rl£iids to please co~ to a cortrlbutton of $1,000.00 or more so that the healing 
wh.U:h ha.S commenced µnder °14' mercy of God and the aeyt.s of Dr. Jq[fe cwi continue. 
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We, the undersigned, 
Tom Skt.nner AsSOCia.¥S, Inc .. 
wellness by enclo..~~your c 
Sldnner Associates, l .·Wel 

; 

I 

I 

e .friJmds Qf 'Ibm Skinner and supporters of the work Qf 
e tnvtte you to join us tn ensuring Tum Skinner's 

in the amowtt of $1,000.00 or more payable to Tum 
SS Fund matled to: 

1bm Skinner Assoctates, Inc. 

l 
P. 0. Box 96554 
Washington, D.C. 20090 

May God bless yaufor b sstng our dear brother tn thts way. 

I 

With warmest regards, 

Dr. Maya Angelou 
Mr. Robert Brown 
Mr. Doug Coe 
Congressman Tony Hall 
Dr. Dorothy I. Height 
The Honorable Al.&is Herman 
Rev. H. Beecher Htcks 
Mr. Edward Meyer 
Mr. Albert L. Nellwn 
C011(Jressman Charles Rangel 
Congressman Louis Stokes 
Mr. Mike 7lmmis 
Dr. C. Delores Tucker 

Tom Skfnner Aasocibtea, In • is a nonprq/1.t tax a:em.,pt lJOl (c}S organi.&atton. 
I I 

' ' 
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I I 

I hjave been info ed by~i my office that as of today, the attached 
list of contributio~s hav been made to the Tom Skinner Wellness 
Fupd. :We are $18,500 atnst our goal of $200,000.00. 

' ' 

I also Want you knowl that Tom is presently receiving 
tre~tment at Sen ara Ndrfolk General Hospital in Norfolk, 
ViI!ginia. No visit rs or ~alls 'are allowed. but I can be reached at 
a J?,earby apartm~nt tha I am operating out of at: 804/628-2197, 
or ~ou may leave ia mes age at: 804/268-3198. I may also be 
reached on the mobile p one {202/494-3728). 

i · I 
. : ! 

Thp.nk you so m~ch for hat you're doing for Tom's wellness. 
: : I I 

. I 

c. c 
:z 
I 

U1 
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(Rev. H, Beecher Hie ) 

M~IT. Patrick Morley \ 
M . Brend.a M. Gtrton 
D Dotothy Height '1 

M . Ofteld Dukes 
Ruth Hankins·Nesbitt 
Carla M. Dancy I 
. Cora Masters a 

Mrf & Mrs. William D 
Mrj & Mrs. James Rive 

n Family Medical Fnd. 
e Grier) \ 
Btll Cl~ 

Roscoe Brown, Jr. i 
Ho . Constance B. Newiµan 
M~·. Leola M. Dellums l 
Mr. & Mri. Elward Ellis\ 
Mr. & Mrs. G. Roberts I 
D~y Movement, Inc.\ 
Ms. I Alberta Brasfield 
Mr. 1

1
aw Borders l 

Ma. Esther Bush I 
Mr._\& Mrs. Bryant Moore 
Eureka Bt'ble Church I 

Mr. \& Mrs• Kent Ho~ 
The Falls Church (Ep1SC pal) 
Mr. ~ Mrs. W. L. Armstr IJg 

I' , \ 

i 
I 
I 
! 

\ 
I 

AmPunt 
2,500.00 

5.000.00 
200.00 

1,000.00 
250.00 

25.00 
100.00 
500.00 
250.00 
500.00 

2.500.00 

500.00 
500.00 

1.000.00 
150.00 
200.00 
100.00 
500.00 

50.00 
100.00 
300.00 

50.00 
25.00 

1,000.00 
200.00 

LQQQ.OQ 

$18,SOO.OO 
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Qep011t Date 

5-02-94 

5-02-94 
5-05-94 
5-05-94 
5-06-94 
5-09-94 
5-09-94 
5-12-94 
5-13-94 
5-13-94 
5-16-94 

5-18-94 
5-18-94 
5-18-94 
5-18-94 
5-25-94 
5-25-94 
5-25-94 
5-31-94 
5-31-94 
5-31-94 
5-31-94 
5-31-94 
5-31-94 
5-31-94 
6-01-94 

TOTAL A8 OF 8·8-94 



Our dear brother, Rev. Tom Skinner, 
desperately needs our prayers and 
support at this time. Please promptly 
read the enclosed letter for more 
dt"tails. 

With warmest regards, 

Dr. Maya Angelou , 

u 
z -

[ 



TOM SKINNER 
Pf::IESIOENT 

May 19, 1994 

The Honorable Alexis Herman 
Asst. to the President Director of Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20050 

Dear Alexis: 

TOM SKINNER .. 
ASSOCIATES .. _A 
5875 SOLOMONS ISLAND ROAD 
TRACY'S LANDING, MD 20779 
301/261-9800 
301/261-5193 FAX# 

Although we Live, we are never truly prepared for life, and in one hour we 
can be shunted from absolute security to utter dislocation. However we scheme 
and plan and strategize, we are unable to prepare ourselves for the capriciousness 
of existence. The morning's virility can become immobility by noon because each of 
us is vulnerable. 

Our friend and brother, the Reverend Tom Skinner, President of Tom Skinner 
Associates, Inc. and counsel to organizations as diverse as the Washington Redskins and 
Control Data Corporation, is no less assailable than the rest of us. 

Around April 12th. Reverend Skinner returned to Washington, D.C. having 
concluded eight days of preaching, speaking and counseling in several different 
American cities. His wife, Barbara, noted his unusually feeble condition at the 
airport. He tried to allay her fears saying he had some small amount of discomfort 
Within two days he was unable to keep his condition to himself. and was admitted 
into Howard University Hospital. There he was diagnosed as having pneumonia and 
acute lymphatic leukemia. 

His family and friends have been staggered by these events which have come 
upon us without warning, although we are aware that life never prepares one for 
life. 

Fortunately, through the good offices of Dick Gregory, we have been able to 
obtain the help of Dr. Russell Jaffe, formerly with the National Institutes of Health. 
Dr. Jaffe, the recipient of the United States Public Health Meritorious Award, has 
agreed to bring his spirit, knowledge and courageous innovation to the aide of our 
brother. Dr. Jaffe has had dramatic success treating diseases similar to that which 
has felled Tom 

Treatment for Tom Skinner will be costly. The Skinners' insurance, which 
is nominal, does not cover the extreme demands of the catastrophic illness, 
leukemia. Friends are coming together to pray aggressively and to provide financial 
help in this moment of crisis, and we ask you to please help us to support Tom and 
Barbara Skinner. 



While a few have agreed to underwrite immediate costs, we are asking other 
friends to please commit to a contribution of $1,000.00 or more so that the healing 
which has commenced under the mercy of God and the aegis of Dr. Jaffe can 
continue. 

We, the undersigned, are friends of Tom Skinner and supporters of the work 
of Tom Skinner Associates, Inc .. We invite you to join us in ensuring Tom Skinner's 
wellness by enclosing your check in the amount of $1,000.00 or more payable to 
Tom Skinner Associates, Inc.-Wellness Fund mailed to: 

Tom Skinner Associates, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 96554 
Washington, D.C. 20090 

May God bless youfor blessing our dear brother in this way. 

With warmest regards, 

Dr. Maya Angelou 
Mr. Robert Brown 
Mr. Doug Coe 
Congressman Tony Hall 
Chaplain Richard C. Halverson 
Dr. Dorothy I. Height 
The Honorable Alexis Herman 
Rev. H. Beecher Hicks 
Mr. Edward Meyer 
Mr. Albert L. Nellum 
Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton 
Congressman Charles Rangel 
Congressman Louis Stokes 
Mr. Mike Timmis 
Dr. C. Delores Tucker 

Tom Skinner Associates, Inc. is a nonprofit tax exempt 501 (c)3 organization. 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 21, 1994 

MEMORANDUM TO NANCY HERNREICH 

FROM: ALEXIS HERMAN 

SUBJECT: BARBARA SKINNER PHONE CALL 

The attached phone request has been turned into John Podesta's Office. If you could 
have a condolence letter sent from the President, it would be most appreciated. Thanks . ,> ... 
for your help. t 

' 
I 

- I 

.' :) 
i. 

l _.. 



,.\..-

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

June 21, 1994 

RECOMMENDED TELEPHONE CALL 

TO: 

DATE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

Barbara Skinner 

June 22, 1994 

Alexis Herman 

h/ 410-867-1076 
w/ 301-261-9800 

To show your support to Barbara Skinner, Tom 
Skinner's wife of 13 years, after his passing away on 
Friday, June 17, 1994. 

Tom Skinner suffered a massive cerebral hemorrhage 
and passed on June 17, 1994. He was diagnosed two 
months ago and was under-going treatment for acute 
lymphatic leukemia. He was 51 years old. 

Rev. Tom Skinner was the first black preacher to be 
identified with the evangelical and conservative 
religious movements. He was the cultural bridge with 
people of many faiths. Tom was the former chaplain 
of the Washington Redskins. 

His wife, Barbara Skinner, was the first Admin. Asst. 
to Congressman Ron Dellums when he first came to 
Congress and then she went on to become the first 
Director of the Congressional Black Caucus, serving 
the longest time. 

Tom devoted himself to working with youth around 
the country. He counseled many black athletes with 
prominent name recognition and had an active youth 
following. Currently, he had been holding private 
Black-Jewish dialogue on the Farrakahn situation. He 
was also a good friend of Doug Coe and Dick 
Halverson, Chaplain of the Senate. As you are well 
aware, both of these men put on the National Prayer 
Breakfast. Tom was also known to Phil and Linda 
Lader. 



. \ ... 

TALKING POINTS: 

CONTACT PERSON AND 
NUMBERS: 

DATE OF SUBMISSION: 

ACTION: 

I worked closely with Tom for the last 20 years. 

His funeral will be attended by a number of prominent 
African Americans and church leadership both Black 
and White from around the country. Either Rev. Billy 
Graham or Rev. Gardner Taylor will deliver the 
eulogy. 

Most recently be and Barbara had hoped to build 
Skinner Farms into a mini-Aspen Institute. 

Acknowledge Tom's committed service but especially 
his work with African American youth and his interest 
to raise a new generation of leaders and his dreams 
for Skinner Farms to serve as a treatment center for 
young kids. 

Tom had a very deep spiritual faith and shared that 
with each person he came in contact with. 

Alexis Herman 456-6455 

June 21, 1994 
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Rt-\dolf Decke..- Boblingen, April 27, 1994 
rd-cy 

Mrs. Alexis Herman 

Through the kindness of Mrs. Barbara Skinner 
5875 Solomons Island Road 
Tracy's Landing, MD 20779 
U.S.A. 

Dear Alexis, dear Barbara, 

Thank you for calling and come in touch with me. I hope Tom is now recovering 
and well. Please convey my very best wishes and greetings to him and for you, 
too. 

The attached paper inform you about my last trip to Africa short before the tragic 
events in Rwanda. If you need any further information, please do not hesitate to 
contact me. Let us stay in contact: 

Tel. office 
Tel. home 
Fax 

+49-7031-2177-90 (my secretary Elke) 
+49-7031-2177-94 
+49-7031-2177-11 

With best regards, Yours sincerely, 

Qd£~e,~ 
,~,Rudolf Decke{ 

Encl. 

B<-<'1Se'1sfr. 80/1 · D-71032 Bobli"9e" • Postfach 12 40 · D-71002 Bobli"ge" 

Tel. (07031)217790 ·Fax (07031)217711 

en 

;.::-. 
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On Fritltiy'.June 17, 199 TO#I Skinner, our friend 1iml my dear husb11nd of 13 ye11rs, suffered 
"" m11ssive cerebral hmi ha.9e 11n4 w1r.s omitted i.t1to Norfolk General Hospit•I where he 
,.,Rs ~ndet'3oi.n9 tre11tm t fm- 11cute l,mph•#c leHkemiJJ. On PriU.y a.fternoon 11t 2:59p.m., 
in t~e presence of his d.11 hter Lauren •nd myrelf, TOJ# 1li11l """ went home to be with the 
u,,."r .· 
On ~u~ ]uu 23,\ 1994, there wiU be 11 TrlbMU To Toutb l• MIMOry Of T,... 
Skin er from 6 - 9p.•. ~n4 .,W,,,ln9 TPith the Skinner f11Mily at Metropolitan B11ptitt 
Chu~ h 11t 1225 R Sweet, N. W., W11shington, D.C. (202) 483-1540. On Priuy, ]uru 24, 
1994,\ R H0Me9oina <Ale anon wUJ be heU 11t 12:00p.•. A.t Metropolit11n B11ptist Church. 

We r~IJUest thtit in lieu o flowers that tlon11#ons be made to the TOM Stinner .Associates 
Le11m'fng Cmter, P. 0. B 90560, Washinaton, D.C. 20090. The IA•rnina Center h11s for 
the Pllft nine ye11rs been de teated to protlucing a new 9ener11titm of le&dws foom ll#lon9 poor 
youth, 

1
who are m<Wtilly 11 tttlmic1dly excellent. 

We will •ll ~m Tom tm-i [)'. Tet, his life1 work tfnd leg11cy "'"best be hon01'ttl by those who 
commi"t their li-Pes to Go and to ,.econclli1t.tion with one anothn-, u Tom li'nd to do 
throu9hout his life. \ 

I I 
I JPRnt to pinonally th11t e•ch member of the Le11dersbip R.etre11t F1unily for your 
contint¥'- pr41ers tint.I rupp. . 

i ·. . 

' I With w1irmest reatirds, .. . I Btlrh-" w .. -

r ~ , trm · .. ~ ~ · !1 ~ i1:·~~ ·~~~~ J/aw.4 ~:Dr&J'L~~:: ·=== = J!i:i}.:i 
\ . 

I 
i 
I 


