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February 1, 1995 

MEMORANDUM TO ERSKINE BOWLES 
PAT GRIFFIN 
BILLY WEBSTER 

FROM: DORIS MATSUI 

RE: SUGIHARA SCHEDULING REQUEST 

I 

I 
I 

It has come to my attention that the scheduling request for a 
photo-op with Yukiko Sugihara has been rejected. I would like 
you to revisit this request. 

Since submitting the original request, I have received more 
newspaper articles from major California newspapers as well as 
letters of support for this event from Senators Feinstein and 
Boxer, and Congressman Matsui in addition to the previous letter 
submitted by Congressman Mineta. Sugihara has also meet with 
Congresswomen Pelosi on her visit to the U.S. 

The regret of this photo-op would not reflect positively on the 
administration to the Asian and Jewish communities, especially in 
the large communities in the key states of California, where she 
was honored last week, and New York where she is being honored 
this week. In addition, we have been informed by the Oral 
History Project staff that both the Japanese and Israeli Counsul 
Generals to New York will be attending the ceremony recognizing 
her husband's work. She is staying in New York the entire week 
and is prepared to fly to Washington on several hours notice. 

It would be a great sign to the Japanese and Jewish communities, 
as well as the nation as a whole, for the President to meet with 
a widow, who with her husband saved approximately 8,000 lives 
from one of the most horrifying atrocities we have ever known, 
for no personal gain. 

I have enclosed a copy of the original request, letters of 
support and newspaper clippings. Thank you. 

1-/fO 
Rvb"\, 

P\e.c.. -x: a. '=>\ ~ P-i \ ex. ' ) 
~· ce~,·~'"''6 · t:Gr 

.J~~~O\le. 
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BARBARA BOXER 

COMMITTEE! ON l!NVIRONMJ!NT 
AND l'UILIC WORICI 

COMMllTll 0111 9ANICING, 
HDUEllNC. AND UllBAN Al'FAIAS \\nittd ~tatts ~matt 

COMMITTEE O~ THI BUDOET 

JOINT ECONOMIC COMl\.llTTH 

DEPUTY WHll' 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING 
SUITE 112 

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-01505 
(202) 224-3&&3 

February 1, 1995 

141002 

1700 MONTl;OMIRY STREET 
SUITE aao 

SAN FRANCISCO. CA 84111 
1415) •03--0100 

ZZIJO EAST IMPERIAL HIGHWAY 
SUITI! &45 

EL SliGUNCIQ, CA 802.45 
(3101 '1~8700 

&2s a s·r~EET 
SUIT£990 

SAN DIEGO, C.t. 92.101 
Clllll :Z:IS-3880 

2300 TULARE STREET 
SUITE 130 

FRESNO, CA 93721 
(209) 487...510.11 

I would 1 ike to ).ntroduce to yoi.1 Mrs. Yukiko Sugihara. Mrs. 
Sugihara would like to meet with you during her stay in 
Washington, DC on January 29 through February S, 1995. 

Mrs. Sugihara ie the spouse of chiune .Sempo Sugihara who 
serve as the Japanese Consul to Lithuania during World War II. 
During the month of August in 1940, Mr. Sugihara courageously 
issued exit visas to 6,000 Jews fleeing the Nazi occupation of 
~eland. These visas were issued as a matter of conscience 
against the orders of the Japanese government. 

In 1945, Mr. Sugihara and his family were arrested by Sovlet 
troops and moved to a Soviet prison camp. Upon return to Japan, 
Mr. Sugihara was forced to reslgn his diplomatic post in 
dlsg.r:ac:e. Finally, in 1991 the Japanese government. issued an 
official apology to the Sugihara f?J,mily and awarded Mr. sugi.hnra 
the Nagasaki Peace Award. 

Historians credit Mr. Sl.lgihara with saving the second­
largest number of Jews during the Second World War. 

Thank you for your consideratj.on and I hope you can 
accommodate Mrs. Sugihara's request. 

Sincerely, 

Barbara Boxer 
United States Senator 

BB:rj 
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DIANNE FEINSTEIN 
CALIFORNIA 

tinitr.d eStatm ~rnatr 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510-0504 

January 31, 1995 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

P ? 
·' 

I would like to bring to your attention an extraordinary person who would be 
honored to meet briefly with you during her visit to Washington, D.C. I am referring 
to Mrs. Yukiko Sugihara, who, with her late husband Chhme Sugihara in 1940, signed 
transit visas to allow over 6,000 Jewish refugees to escape Lithuania for the Far East. 
Mrs. Sugihara is currently in Washington, after spending some time in California 
where she was honored with tributes to her late husband from the Simon Weisenthal 
Center in Los Angeles, and the Herbst Theater in San Franci9co. She will be in 
Wo.shington until February S, 1995. 

Against the orders of his govemmenl, Mr. Sugiluu~ who .U1 1940 served as 
counsel general in the Lithuanian city of Kaunas, displayed heroic courage in order to 
do what he so selflessly believed had to be done. With the help of his wife, Mr. 
SugiharR gra.nted hnth freedom and life to thousands of Lithuanian Jews who would 
otherwise have been among the six million to lose their lives during the Holocaust. It 
would be an honor for Mrs. Sugihara, and e. very meaningful tribute to her late 
husband who passed away in 1986~ to meet with you during her visit to Washington. I 
understand that this is very short notice, but should your schedule permit, I would very 
much appreciate your careful consideration of this request. 

Thank you so much for your time and attention to this m~tter. 

DF:lmb 



FIL,E No. 649 02/01 '96 18:40 ID:CONG. MrlTSUl 

ROBERT T. MATSUI 
r:,,...11 01.,..tciT, C"4Jt11JNIA 

COMMITTEE ON 
WAYS AND MEANS 

liUBCOMMITTEE ON HUMit.N AESOU"CES 
SUBCOr,iiMITIEE ON TAADE 

WMIPAT 1<1.llllGE 

Con1tt~I of tbt 1Hnittb iPtate• 
•au•e of l\epre•entatitleM 

•a•b(ngton, me 20515-0505 

January 26, 1995 

President and Mrs. William J. Clinton 
The White Houec 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washinqt.nn, o.c. 2osoo 

Dear Pres i.d@nt and Mrs. Cl intun: 

Pr'lGE 2 

WAS"l~GTOll 0.,ICE: 

HI t 'IAYIURN HOUSE O'FICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20116--0805 

12021 22 D-71 83 

AllTlllCT °""c;f: 
QOGD FIPl:'IVW.. IUl\,UINI,.; 

81iO CAPITOL MAU. 
&it.e!IMIEN'l'O. CA 968 U 

CO 111GG1·18411 

I nm writing on behalf uf Mrs. ~ukiko Sugihara, a truly 
special individual who is currently visiting Washington o.c. I 
stronqly nri:Je that, if poa&ible, you scneaule a short meeting 
with her. 

Mrs. sugihara and her late husband, Chiune Sugihara are 
models of politir.al courage in the fGue ot great personal peril. 
Mr. Suqihara, a citi2en of Japan who was consul to Lithuania 
during World war TI, violated direct O.t'ders from Tokyo and issued 
transit visas to thousands of Lithuanian and Polish Jews in order 
to help them flaA Nazi persecution. · 

In l940 Japan, visam had to be h~nd written. Mr. Suqihara 
worked day and night personally writing hundreds of visas each 
day. His wife, Mrs. Su9ih•ra qave her hu~band the necessary 
support to continue to write visas thouqh it was an arduous task. 
The total number of vi~as upon which he signed was :more than 
6,000. Many of those who received these visas literally owe 
their lives to the sacr1 fiees made by these bt.·4ve incUviC1Uals. 

The contributions that Mr and Mrs. sugihara made to the 
Jewish community have only recently been reco9nized. The cost of 
Mr. Sugihara•s work ~~sultod in his di5mis~~l !rom tne foreiqn 
service and public shame. 

Mrs. Sugihara is here in Washington o.c. until February 5. 
I can only reiterate what ~y collc~gues and friends have said, 
and u~qe you to arranqe a brief meeting with Mrs. sugihara. Your 
attention to this matter is greatly ~pp~eciated. 

Sincerely, 

G?~J~· 
ROBERT T. MATSUI 
Member of CongreR~ 

'\'HIS STATIOMSR't' PAINTEO ON P"PER MACIE WITH llKYCUD FIBERS 



CHAl~N 

l'UIUC WORIC.S AND 
TRANSPORT A TlOtl COMMITfE! 

·--' A\l\o\ TIO'il 
ICOMOMIC DE'WQ.CPMINT 

INVISTleA'nOICS MID OVERSIO.n 
l'Vll.IC DUll.Ot~ -D CJIOU~DI 

SU RFA.CI T1WC$POAT ATIOfl 
WATER~IS 

~ongrt.s.s of tht \lnittd £'tatts 
t\on.s~ of 'Rqnumtmnu 

Ulashinp, !l( 2011 s-0115 

January 26, 1995 

President and Mrs. WUliani J: Clinton 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, n. C. 20500 

Dear President and Mrs. Clinton: 
' 

WASHINGTON OHICI: 
222 I llilY._. HOllll OP.a ILM 

WAAMlllllTOll, DC 20, I 1-45 II 

Tau,_. czo1122.J-HJ1 

l)llTIUCT OfPtCI: 
I 2•5 SCNT• W111Cl4llTU ~LIY4111 

lllaTI 310 
s .. ~ JoM. C.A 111211-3963 
TIUftlel .. 14081914-80'1 

SAH1'" a.uz eoUHTV: 
T&Ul'llOlll 1•081 '38-481 t 

Iain writing in the hope#: that you could spare a few moments of yrur time to meet 
with Mrs. Yukiko Sugihara, a truly extraordinary woman who will be vi.siting our Nation's 
CapiW in the next week. 

Mrs. Sugihara and her husband. Chiune Su1;hara, the former Japanese Consul to 
Lithuania. were stationed in the Lithuanian capital of Kaunas when the Russian Army 
invaded in JUDe of HMO. At the time, the Soviet Uriinn wa-. allied with Nazi Germany. and 
thomands of Jews descended on the Japanese Consulate seeJdni transit visas to escape to 
Japan. 11ircc tito.os, Mr. Sugilwa uOd Tokyo's penninion to kalf'! the viq,~. hut his 
request wu denied. In direct defiance of his government's order, be began issuillg visas 
aJlyway. 

U.ulil he wu ordered from the country, Mr. Sugihan. contimwd to writ£ visas day 
and night with his wife massa2ini the cramps from his hand. He wrote hundreds of visas 
each day, and by the Wile be and bis family were fmally forced to leave he bad written 
transit visas for more than 6,000 Li.tlnunian and Polish Jews. 

When be returned to Japan after the War, Mr. Sugihara was fued from the Foreian 
Ministry and it has only been in recent ycan 1hat hi~ sL01-y lw ~ known outside of 
Israel. There is little doubt that, if it were not for the Sugiharas' coun.geous actions, these 
individuals would not have survived. When the Nazis invaW=d Lithuania, che vut majority 
of the country's 240,000 Jews were killed. 

Mrs. Sugihara will be in the Washington, D.C. area from January 29 through 
February 5. It woulu be a ticmcndous sign of res~ct ror lhe sacrltlces she and bn husband 
endured if a brief meeting could be arranged, 8Ild I would greatly appreciate anything you 
can do to help. 

NORMAN 
Chair 
Congressional Asian Paclflc Amel'ican Caucua 
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JaPCJneS~-~·~.~b;9'~,1,r' 
Widow Burglarized 

Page 2 
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BURGLARY 
Frem Page Al5 

Sacramento yesterday to find the 
.Suglhara, family and reimburse 
them tor ··the· 1ost cash and their 
return iirUne tickets to Japan. The 

· executive also took along a camera 
fo shoot new passport photos, 
· The ~<>rt.of the burglar has a}- · 
ready appeared in the Japanese 
press, where It seems likely to re­
ignite Japanese fears about crlme 
in Amerlca'1 ~ltJes. . . .. . 

~ "The8e ~a~es are a big part of 
the Japanese presS, unfortunately. 
People are alarmed to a certain de· . 
~ree," said HiroshJ Furusawa, 
P.ress officer for the JapaneJie con· 
aulate in San Francisco. 
f 

! Potential Japanese visitors to 
the United State21 have been fright· 
encd by a number of blgb-protile 
crimes committed against Japa· 
nese in the United States, among 
them th.~ ldlllng of a Japanese stu­
dent ln',Lo1,1islana and In 1993, tb~ 
slaying iof ari. 'exchange student 
l.rhose body was found at a Con·. 
cord BART station. 

J "We certainly hope that this 
case will not be blown out of prO­

. portion here ln the states," Fur111a· 
wa said. "There are quite a few 
crime cases, that's a fact, but there· · 
are many good peop1e that. we e.n- · 
counter dally here In San Francis-·· 
~o.'' . . .. . . . " ... ,. 
: The "hot-prowl burglary.'' as 
police call ft, did not deter the Su· 
glharas from maintaining their 
busy schedule. Yukiko Suglbara 
~u in Sacramento Tuesday and 
yestcr(fay; SHe 'attended a prhate 
I:uncbeon bi a· st.ate Senate cont er· · 
ence room.With Jegfslators ind Oth· 
er dlgnltarles,·· then attended a 
press c~~.e!~nce. : 

. . . :. : :· ~:-
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A Puli~er Prize· Winnin~ Ncwspa11cr Cllur 
Al .. lt .... t M•NOi"'GI r, 

Cl11 
Au1>1on1~u• 

CONGRESS 11hnU wdrc no law r·e~pectir~ cm eM11hfi.ql11nmt of religlrm, or prnhlbih11'1 rhe free 
exercise tlll!rl!flf; or abridg!~ lhe freedom of i.1itcch, or of the pnss, or the 1i,l:/11 of rhc JX!OJ>k 
pcactab{y ro' 11Sile111l>le, and 10 pcrltion die O<l\.'cn111w111 ft.,· a ·1~d1't!H~ of ~e11. 

•tR!'T AMENUME"'1' 10 THK C()NNnTlmON OF Tiii UNITllll ~r.nu, AATIPm> llllC. U, 1791 

EDITORIALS 

Remembering· an act of 
humanity and courage ·1 Twas 1940. Pulhll Jews were fleeing family and reunited them with some of the 

the Nazi persecution lri Poland. TilPy survivo~ hi!' Sftved. 
made lt to Lithuania any way tl1ey Tiuee or the Hay Area SuM\'Ors and their 
could, looking for a way to escape to children met the famlly at the airport. That 
a country wllere tbey mighl be sare nl~lt at dinner, Lhey all wevt togeLher. 

frorn the escalating horror of the Holocaust. 'I Oh yes, It was very nice," said lllrokl Su-
They lined up oulslde the Japanese Em- gihara. "lt's always a wonderful thing to see 

ba.c;.~y, seeking visas. Chlune Sugll\ara, the'm.'' The.flUll.lly first met some of the sur-
con.'lul general, a.sked the JapaJ1esc govr:-m· vivors ln 1968 when they traveled to Japa.n 
tnent If he: could sign the visas. He was told Md seucht>d for the man who hnd saved 
no. tiwn. Thllt vi.'ltt led to the first newspaper 

He Lllked agalll. The answer was again no. ac~OUllt.F. or Suglhara's courageOU.'I act; the 
Ile 11.Sked a third time. His government ribnuy ha.d never before told anyone what 

didn't budge. ---· they had done 

And then, be- , I l h lc.1 The popularity 
tween Ju~ 29 and ' SaW t lC C i ren of Steven Splel-
Augu!tt 30• against standing in line' My fa th er bf!rg'!I Schindler' II 
tl1e uxpllclt orders Llst, a similar story 
or his government, told me they would be about an lndustrl· 
Suglhara signed all.-;t wh;> Mved the 
close to 2, 100 killed if he didn't save Uves uf hm1drl'ds 
visas. A family of Jews, and the tn-
could travel on each them." dependence of 
vbla. SugU1ara's act I J I } l.lth\lanla and re-
saved bcL .. -cm 6,. - . iro d Su~i mra lease ofhl$torlc11.I 
000 and 8,000 ______ c._ ___ ------- re<'ords. have 
llvr11. drawn more at1en-

Accordbig to his famlly, it wa..'I the faces tfon to the Suglhara story. 
of the chlldren that moved Sugihata to defy Although his cour11ge wa.'I recognlled be-
ht~ go~mment. fore hls death at 86 In 1986, Sugthara pald a 

"l llBw thr. clllldren stru\dh1g In line. TI1ey prke for his defiance. He h!Mi to rcslgll hlB 
were my age," said flirokl Suglhara, ii sc1n office, ending his diplomatic career. After 
who was 5 at the time. "My father tolJ me the war he went w Romania. The fan\lly was 
the)' would be kUled tr he didn't &we them. I capLured by the Soviets and stayed in a 
askt'd hlm why d<1n't WP. l\P.1p t.hc-rn." cnmp f'or one yel\I'. 

With Lhosr. preclotis vlsa!I, the Jewish ref- · . Hlroki Suglham ott.ributes his father's act 
ugees Lraveled to Japan through Siberia, to hl~ "love, kindries~ and couragc. Hls first 
wl11m~ U1ey l.lit•il to gt.'l vbas lo the United thought WM lhe humani"' of the people." 
States, Canad21 or Australia. Most wern v 
turned down. The ml\iorlly ended up The less<>n? "If I tall borrow my father's 
spmdlng the resl of the ~ar ln Shanghai, words, he always said, 'If you underst.alld 
then migrated l.n U1e U.S. or l'lracl. their language, you Cl\n be more friendly. 

The dramatic hL'ltory came home recently And you can avoid war.'" 
when lhe San F'taJ1cll!co-b8.sed HolocausL We salute the courage of Chlunc Sugihara 
Oral Ill.story Project sponsored all event that and the wL'ldom or his words. nu~y ring a:i 
hcmored S11&lhara·~ widow, Yukiko, and ... true today as they ever have . 

. k•.......,...,.. I\ 4F WWW UM ,.;;.Cll(.,._..,.....:;.....~ .. - .... -"llt ...... ~ .. :-.. ·-··~-···"4· 
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Yv~lko Suglhora, widow of diplomat who gdve visas to Jewa In World War II, was greeted by Solly Oanor (left) and Jerry Milford 
. . ' .· . . ' . . 

Widow of Japanese 'Schindler' Visits S.F. 
World War II survivors, descendan~shonor couI?le who saved 6,000 Jews 

1Jy 1Jr.1'}amln Plmenlel 
(;hf"Orilclt renlmt11la llurta!I 

Yvonne Hyz11k warmly grasp· 
cd the hand of the woman who, 
with her husband, r;avt~d the Jives 
or 6,000 JIM[lle, lucludlng Ryznk's 
rather, 50 years ago. 

Yukiko Suglhara, widow of 
Chlunc Suglhara, the Japanese 
consul general who h£'1ped Jews 
escape frorn Lithuania during 
World Warn, was welcomed ycs­
terdny to San Francisco by Rurvl· 
vors of the war nn<l th~lr descen­
dants. 

''lt"s not every day that you 
get to meet the person who, 111 
f'.Sscnce, saved your life by savlng 
your parent's life," Hyzak, a 38-
yc:ir-olcl p11hllc affairs consultant 
from San Mateo, s11id after greet­
ing Suglh11r11 at San F'rancJsco Jn-

ternatlonal AlrJiort. .· "The suffering and pains we 
,, went through, the messy parts or 

Suglhara, accompanied by \the war, young people don't 
her four grown chlldrC>n, Clew In \know about thmil," Sugihara, 81, 
from I.-0s Angeles, whC>re she met :said through an Interpreter. 
"'Jth other World War 11 survl· I ·· 
vors and movlo pcrsonalltlcs In• Suglhara discovered the pain 
cludilig Steven· Srilclberg. Spiel· of war when her husband was as· 
berg directed the Academy signed to the Lithuanian city of 
Award-winning fllm "Schlndlcr's Kaunas shortly befor(' the war 
List," about the life of the Ger- !Jroke out In Europe. 

San Francisco. 
He said he does not remember 

meeting Yukiko Sugihara during 
the war, but at the airport, he 
shook her hands, thanking her 

· repeatNlly In ,Japanese. 

man businessman who also help­
ed Jews esca11e the Nar.Js during 
the war. 

"Arlgato, arlgato," he sal.d. 
Moshe La11ger, 82, of San 

Franrl~co, who also escnped from 
Lithuania with Suglhara's he.Ip, 
said he wished that he could have 

In 1940, Chlune Suglhara de· seen Chiun~ Suglhara before he 
fiC'd tho orders of the Ja11anese .. died In rnoo. 
government by Issuing transit vi-

Ch lune Sugihara has Ileen re­
f erred to as the "Japan<>sc Schin­
dler." 

Sugihara snid she came to the 
United Statt~s to mcel some of the 
survivors th11t she and her hus­
band helped ancl to promote a 
"higher awareness" about war. 
and suffering .. 

sas to thousands of Jews trying to Another riUrvivor wa~ Jerry 
escape after the Nazi invasion of ltyzak who, his daughter Yvonne 
Poland forced them to I.lthuflnla, said, \i:cnt to S11glhara's house In 
which Itself wa~ Invaded by both Lithuania enrly one morning to 
the Sovlct Union and Germnny. . ·ask for his hrlp. 

One of them was Barck Win- He got a visa to ,Japan, moved 
to China and arrived in the Unit· 

trr, who esta1wd to Japan and e<I States after the wiir. Ryzak, 
then to China before coming to 
the United States. He now 11\•(~S In SAVIOR: Paye. ,1rnCol.1 

I 1 I I 
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SAVIOR: Widow Visits S.F. 
' . I . 

From -~~se AUi 

who died three years ago, ts survlv· 
cd by three daughters and lifX 
grandchlldren. 

"My stsi"ers and· I wouldn't be 
here If not for her and her hu~­
b11nd," Yvonne Ryzak said. "We 
are really tholrults of their labor." 

For his heroism, the lsraell gov· 
eminent honored Suglhara in 
1985, the year before he died. ' 

1..ahl Sliver ot the Holocaust 
Oral Hl.~lory Project, which helped 
orgahlte Yukiko Suglhara's visit, 
11ald they hope to make the Sugf. 
hnras' story a.s popular as those of 
other World War II heroes. 

Recent publicity about the tale 
also sparkf!d the hlterest of some 
high school students whO came to 
wckQille Yukiko Suglhara. 

One of·thetn. Christh1P. I.ope'z, 
16, asked her to sign her autoblog· 
raphy,. which was i best-seller ln 
Japan. 

"Great honor to meet her," she 
said. "It's hot in our textbooks. We 
don't know about ft, so finding 
about It Is a great,experlence.0 

. 

Suglhara wlll be honored dur· · 
Ing a gala tribute ln San Francisco 
on Sunday. She wJll then visit oth~ 
er U.S. cities, Including Sacramen· 
to and New York, before returning 
to Japan in early February. 

Poge 3 
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j~p~~s~ 'Schindler' 
J~N 27 

finally gets his due 
______________ ;_ _ __.. ·---·-

SJ~"". tribute lo 
llttle-known lifesaver 
----··---··-··--------
By Annie Nalcao 
or- TIIE EXAMINER 8TMF 
-~---------·------

Yvonne Ry1.nk grew up list.cuing · 
to h<'r fot.her talk of hie miraculous 
escnpe from the Na7.iB and about 
Chiune Sugihnrn, n Jnpnnese diplo- · 
mot who mode it pos11iLle. 

about their experiences," snid Hy-
1..nk of Snn Mnteo. "But while the 
lfo]oCllllSt W8S alwnys talked about 
in tho world, Sugihara - whom 
my father cnlled a greai man, a 
right.cou11 mnn -- wu almost 
mythicnl to tis becauRe no one else 
talked about him." · 

1'he lnt.e Sugiharn, who mny 
hnve' Bnvcd hrtWC(lll 6,000 and 
10,000 J ewe by iSBuing th om t.rnnsit 
visn11 f.o t.ho Far EnRt, is bCling re­
vered 1fa n.n e:rnmple of rnoral cour­
ng(! U1nt still shhtPB 54 yenrs Int.er . 

. On Sumh1y, hiS widow, Yukiko 
SugiltRta, will alt.end a gnln tribute 
at Snll Frnnci11co'a Herbst 'l'hMf:ro 
orgnni1.ed by t~e I loloc1m11t. · Ornl 
History Project nnd JO either Jew­
ish nncl .Japnne.110 Amcricnn orgnui­
zntione. Project officitlls count. n 
dozen RttrvivorR or th(?ir fornily 
members who were Ridcd by Sugi­
hnrn in Northern California. 

"This is nn obscure mmi, but he 

"My pnrcnls believed in talking (See SUGlllARA, A-IO 1 

• SUGJHARA from A-1 

Little-known hero 
saved WWII Jews 
ro1.1e to great heighlll in a moment 
in time," aaid Hilld Levine, direc­
tor of Boetc'ln University's Cent.er 
for Judaic Studie.s, who is writing a 
book about S11gih11re. ''He knew 
these people were doomed, so he 
is11ued visns with wild 11b11.ndon." 

Sugihnrn rnsy be the le11st 
known hero of the Holot"ouAt. 
Sw!Xlish diplom11.t RRoul Wallen­
berg is credited with 110ving 100,000 
Hungnrian Jews by Aetting up eafe 
houll(ll! Rud intervening personally 
llft.er their arrests. And thankR to 
direct.or Steven Spielberg's "&.hin­
dler's Lb1t," we know tlu~ story of 
Oskar' Schindler, a freP.wheeling 
German capiUili11t who ueed his 
wiles and chnnn to 111we l ,200 Jew­
ish factory W(>rkere. 

Dul Sugihere, n minor diplomat 
.lttle known l<l the world, in a sense 
out.shined them bot.h, Levine !lays. 
Uotike Wallcnberg, who wna beck­
rd by hi11 government, Sugihere 
acted ngain!!t the direct orders or 
his government. 

And unlike Schindler, who at 
lcust initially profiled by using 
Jewe a11 cheep labor, Sugihnra had 
110 personal motive&. 

In m1111y vmys, Sugihnra ll<'emed 
.an unremarkoble proclud of hie 

·, 

young sons, Sugihara was sta­
tioned in the Japanese Consul11t.e 
in J{aunas, trren the cnpit.nl of Lith­
unnin. That sml\11 country soon Le­
cnme a tiny oASis for thousands of 
Jewish iefuger.s who hud fled Hit­
ler'e juggernaut in Poland. · 

Lilhuru1in hndn't fa.lien, hut the 
Soviets were poi9ed t.o invadt'. Jews . 
flooded the country, hoping to es-

• Cllpc to other nntione. 
Word somehow got out. th11t I.he 

Jnpauesc consul was giving out vi­
. sas, and cro'f'l•ds swelled outside the 
consulate's gnl.es. 

Scholars can only !lpcculatc on 
"-'hy Sugihare· did whAt he did. He 
probably knew fow Jews himself, 

... although it is known that he hnd 
befriended n young Jewii;h hoy 

Chlune Suglh1ra may have saved • , . nR~ed Solly Ga nor. who hnd gone 
lJ$ many a.' J0,000 Jews. ·.to 11111 cons11lnt.e asking for 111.nmps. 
---------·------- 1'he young stamp colle<:tor in-
times, a young provincial Japanese ivi!.ed Sugihara to his home for Ha· 
growing up in the early 20th ~cntu- . nukkah, and Sugiharn was delight­
ry. !en wit.h tho Jewii;h "Festival of 

Sugihora didn't even nt.tend the .Lights," which reminded him of 
Universif.y of Tokyo, the precmi- r:iomc ,Japanc11e celebrations. 
nent inBlitut.ion that made cnreerH. ----·-·--
He graduated from eccond-rnt.ed A special Hanukkah 
Waseda University. There, the family told hian of 

But n remarkable t.nJe~1l for Jan- Nazi atrocities. It is likely th11t they 
guages -- he spoke seven -- lnndcd had a Rtrong effect on $11giln1ra's 
hiin a joh with the Foreign Minili- decision t.o help thr. Jews, the Ho­
try. He was especially good il1 Hue- locau9t Oral Hiswry Project be-
aian. lievcs. 

In the summer of 1940, nt 40 In any case, it was hl\td to ig-
years old, with a wife and two nore the flood of humnnity ouWiicle 

.. ....... ..... - ······ 

his gnfos. Sugihn?R cabled his.gov­
e>rnment 1.hrM timei::, asking per-. 

'mii:ision to grnnt. vii:;os. Ench time, 
it was denied. 

Then, Af°Wr consulting with his 
,wife, he brgan issui11g them on his 
own. Between .July 9 and Aug. 31, 
1940, Sugih11rn is1med 2,139 visar;, 
according to archival rccorcl~ in the 
JapnneAe Foreign Ministry uncov­
ered by Levine. Since these were 
i11sued t-0 hMrls of households, it i11 
estimated the!. between 6,000 and 
10,000 .Jews may have been helped. 

Among t.hc lucky recipients of 
those visas was Ryzak's father, 
thr.n a 32·year-old mill worker who 
had ~11caped Poland, where most of 
hi1:1 family hnd pl'!ri11h.-.d. It WRS a 
dangerous journey. 

"He nm from town to town, and 
every time he leoked over his 
shoulder, he saw the town ou fire," 
Ryzak Mid_.':That.'A how close he 
came tO not rnRking it." 
· Ryza.k's father, loo, hcnrd the 
nimorg about the Japnnese Con­
sulate. Never one to join t.he 
crowd11, however, hr, got up at at. 
dawn, went. to the consulate, 
picked up Sugihora'e morning pn­
per tl.lld waited. When the diplomnt 
emerg<'d in hh1 white morning robe, 
HyZAk gave him hit1 paper and 
made his request. 

"He wa11 told very nicely to 
come bAck in a few hours,'' Rp.nk 

. said. "Be ~me al. the appointed 
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Holocaust Oral History Project 

January 5, 1995 

President Bill Clinton 

Dear Mr. President, 

We at the Holocaust Oral History Project in San Francisco request your 

ass. istance i
1
n .. ~_e,JP.~ll8 ~s. hon_9r,_ .o.~~. ~°-J. .. .-91-e._gr~~~tblJ~.ID.~qj~JriaJ\S··.J o{A>W:~~ID~li' 

We'would ike fo brin .~ltjJc~J\J=· ·· . to... _·· .. r. .. ~fc;·t0~iifeet:i 
t,, '••rn~~·-- "°'if.;='=A'~~l-. . vi.I~-"~ •• " t ' ' ,. ;, , .... ll'l-;'.'<1f .. , I • '._ • ~,'1.filff~· ~ .. !!.J'R~t~~w,: m~:1,, .. e _ .. ans ca or e , ,,.._ .. _ ... ~~!!.!:,,9gt_:'-' 
fto!Jl January 28th :fo,.February .i· I 
In August, 1940, the Japanese Consul-General to Lithuania, Chiune Sugihara, 
was moved by the plight of the Polish Jews attempting to flee Nazi 
persecution. Their only hope was to escape to the East, as the occupation of 
Poland had been well established for some time. Hundreds of Jewish families 
lined up on Sugihara's doorstep in Kaunas, Uthuania, hoping to receive 
visas for the flight through Russia. Sugihara ask~d his government three 
times for permission to write the visas, and was denied each time. 
Enrouraged by his wife Yukiko, Sugihara defied his government and hand­
wrote some 2,000 visas, saving the lives of between six and ten thousand 
Jews, the second largest number saved after Raoul Wallenberg. Sugihara, 
while answering to a higher authority than the Japanese government, was 
still not beyond its reach and was stripped of his., position and treated as a 
pariah for the rest of his life until his death in 1986. Until very recently, his 
great deed went unrecognized. 

We were very pleased at the success of our mission to Japan in August of this 
year, which honored Mrs. Sugihara. We held many wonderful events, and 
were even fortunate enough to have Ambassador Mondale attend and speak 
at one. The one drawback of our trip is that we could not reunite as many of 
the "Sugihara Survivors" (those that received visas and were saved) with 
Yukiko as we would have liked. Out of thousands, she met only two. 
Therefore, we have invited Mrs. Sugihara to the United States! 

l 

Mrs. Sugihara, as well as her son Hiroki, will be arriving in Los Angeles 
January 12, and will begin a four week tour of our major cities· Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Washington D.C., and New York.· We presently have two 
wonderful events planned: the first in Los Angeles on January 15 at the 
Simon Wiesenthal Museum (with Steven Spielberg), and the second in San 
Francisco at the Herbst Theater on January 22. However, we would be 
eternally grateful if you would be so gracious as to meet with Mrs. Sugihara 
and some of those she and her husband rescued. We sincerely believe that 

D n D-- "'""" 
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Mrs. Sugihara and the memory of her husband deserve this recognition. We 
would be honored if you would give it to her. 

We are trying to coordinate her stay in Washington with the Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, and hopefully they will host an event for her. We 
would be even more grateful if you could invite her to the White House. We 
would also welcome your presence at the San Francisco event on January 22 if 
that is better for your schedule. Our goal is to have the name of Sugihara just 
as well known as those of Schindler and Wallenberg, and we would like yoti 
to help play a part in bringing this about. 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration. 

~k Eric Saul 
Archivist 

g_~'c/() 
Sean Simplicio 
Project Volunteer 



Schedule Proposal 

~~-ACCEPT 

TO: 

FROM: 

REQUEST: 

PURPOSE: 

BACKGROUND: 

1/27/95 

~~-REGRET ~~-PENDING 

Billy Webster 
Deputy Assistant to the President 
Director of Scheduling and Advance for 
the President 

Alexis· M. Herma.Jvi 
Assistant to tht Jresident 
Director of Public Liaison 

Brief meeting and photo with Yukiko 
sugihara. 

To recognize the heroic actions of 
Yukiko and her husband, the late Chiune 
Sugihara 

Chiune Sugihara was the Japanese Consul 
to Lithuania in 1940 when the Soviet 
Union, who at the time was allied with 
Nazi Germany, invaded. Against direct 
orders from Tokyo, he wrote 2,000 
transit visas saving the lives of 
between 6,000 and 10,000 jews. These 
visas allowed Lithuanian and Polish Jews 
to escape the Nazis via the far East. 
Following the war, Sugihara was fired 
from the Foreign Service. It is only 
recently that his story has become known 
outside of Israel. · 

The vast majority of the country's 
240,000 Jews were killed. Sugihara is 
known as the "Japanese Schindler". 

Mrs. Sugihara is visiting the United 
states where she and her late husband 
have been honored for their heroic 
efforts by many including Senators Boxer 
and Feinstein, Congresswomen Pelosi, 
Mayor Jordan of San Francisco and Steven 
Spielberg. 

PREVIOUS PARTICIPATION: None 

DATE AND TIME: She will be in Washington between 
January 29 - February 5. 

BRIEFING TIME: None required 

J 

I 



DURATION: 

LOCATION: 

PARTICIPANTS: 

OUTLINE OF EVENTS: 

REMARKS REQUIRED: 

MEDIA COVERAGE: 

10 minutes 

oval Off ice 

Mrs. Sugihara and her children (7) 

President greets Mrs. Sugihara and her 
family, photos taken and the group 
departs. 

None. 

White House photographer only. 

FIRST LADY'S ATTENDANCE: NO 

VICE PRESIDENT'S 
ATTENDANCE: 

RECOMMENDED BY: 

CONTACT: 

NO 

Doris Matsui 
Sara Ehrman 

Doris Matsui 6-2930 
Danny Wexler 6-2930 

ORIGIN OF THIS PROPOSAL: Requests from Holocaust Oral History 
Project in San Francisco and 
Congressman Mineta attached. 

SECOND LADY'S ATTENDANCE: NO 



~NY. MINnA 
MlliA °' CDIGMll 

• tlTll DilbcT. CAuN!ellA 

CH.AIMIAN 

l'UIUC WOAICS ANO 
TRANSPORT A TlOll COMMIT"l'E! 

IVICOiMCHm: 

A'lli' TIOlll 
ICOMOllllC ot4.CPMINT 

INVG'TIGA 'T10HS -., OV!ft51014'T 
l'\,lll,IC DU1L.01NG$ ~ CllOU"IN 

SU RFA.CI TIWISPOllT ATIOll 
WA'T'ill~IS 

~Ongrc.ss of tht \lnittd ~tatts 
'!\ott![ or 'Rqntsmmftlu 

Ua.shingtan, I)[ 201Jj-Of15 

President and Mrs. WUliani J; Clinton 
The White Hnuse 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Wasbiflifon, n.c. 2MOO 

Dear President am Mrs. Clintnn: 

WASHINGlON Oll'ICI: 
2%2 I ""YlljlUI ltOUll Of:flCI ·~· 

WM"lllGTOll, DC ZO' 15~ II 
Tli.t,... (Z02! 21'-H)1 

OllTlllC'T Oit,tet 
'2d SOUT• WlllC .. ITU llouUUlll 

llln 310 
Sa11 JoM. CA 91121-3163 
Ttl.U'll011tt4081914-I041 

SAN1 A CRUZ COUNTY: 
TWP>MOlll 14011 08-4111 

I am writing in the hoJ*- INt you could spare a few moments of yoo.r time to meet 
with Mrs. Yukiko Sugihara, a tnlly extraordinary woman who will be visiting our Nation•s 
Capital in the next week. 

Mrs. Sugihara and her husband, Chiune Su1niara, the former Japanese Consul to 
Lithmmia, were stationed in the T.itbuanian capital of Kaunas when tbe Russian Army 
invaded in June of 1940. At the time, the Soviet Un.ion wa.-. allied with Nazi Germany. and 
thomands of Jews descended on the Japanese Consulate seekin& transit visas to escape to 
Japan. Three times, Mr. SugibAn. asked Tokyo's permis~ion to i~lP. the vi~a.~. hut his 
request was denied. In direct defiance of his govemment,s order, be began issuing vim 
aeyway. 

Until be wu ordered frQID the country, Mr. Sugihara contiaued to writ£ visas day 
and night with his wife massaaina the cramps from his hand. He wrote hundreds of visas 
each day, and by the: Liwc he aod hi.s family were fumlly forced to leave he bad written 
transit visas for more than 6,000 Lithuanian and Polish Jews. 

When be returned to Japan after the War, Mr. Sugihara was fired from the Foreir 
Ministry and it has only been m recent yean that hb story has~ known outside o 
Israel. There is little doubt that, if it were not for the Sugiharas' coun.gcous actiom, these 
individuals would not have survived. When the Nazis inva<h=U Lithuania, the vut majority 
of the counuy's 240,000 Jew$ were killed. 

Mrs. Sugihara will be in the Washington, D.C. area from January 29 through 
February ~. It would be a tRmmdous sign of respect for the sacrifices she and hm lwsu&ld 
endured if a brief meetina could be arranged, mi I would greatly appreciate anything you 
can do to help. 

NORMAN 
Chair 
Congressional Asian Pacific American CauctU 
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·~ Holocaust Oral History Project 

January 5, 1995 

President Bill Clinton 

Dear Mr. President, 

In August, 1940, the Japanese Consul-General to Lithuania, Chiune Sugihara, 
was moved by the plight of the Polish Jews attempting to flee Nazi 
persecution. Their only hope was to escape to the East, as the occupation of 
Poland had been well established for some time. Hundreds of Jewish families 
lined up on Sugihara's doorstep in Kaunas, Uthuania, hoping to ~eceive 
visas for the flight through Russia. Sugihara askl!d his government three 
tim~ for permission to write the visas, and was denied each time. 
Encouraged by his wife Yukiko, Sugihara defied his government and hand­
wrote some 2,000 visas, saving the lives of between six and ten thousand 
Jews, the second largest number saved after Raoul Wallenberg. Sugihara, 
wl;\ile answering to a higher authority than the Japanese government, was 
still not beyond its reach and was stripped of his: position and treated as a 
pariah for the rest of his life until his death in 1986. Until very recently, his 
great deed went unrecognized. 

We were very pleased at the success of our mission to Japan in August of this 
year, which honored Mrs. Sugihara. We held many wonderful events, and 
were even fortunate enough to have Ambassador Mondale attend and speak 
at one. The one drawback of our trip ts that we could not reunite as many of 
the ·sugihara Survivors" (those that received visas and were saved) with 
Yukiko as we would have liked. Out of thousands, she met only two. 
Therefore. we have invited Mrs. Sugihara to the United States! 

' 

Mrs. Sugihara, as well as her son Hiroki, will be arriving in Los Angeles 
January 12, and will begin a four week tour of our major cities- Los Angeles, 
San Francisco, Washington D.C., and New York.· We presently have two 
wonderful events planned: the first in Los Angeles on January 15 at the 
Simon Wiesenthal Museum (with Steven Spielberg), and the second in San 
Francisco at the Herbst Theater on January 22. However, we would be 
eternally grateful if you would be so gracious as to meet with Mrs. Sugihara 
and some of those she and her husband rescued. We sincerely believe that 

D n I·- 1'7111"1 
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Mrs. Sugihara and the memory of her husband deserve this recognition. We 
would be honored if you would give it to her. 

We are trying to coordinate her stay in Washington with the Holocaust 
Memorial Museum, and hopefully they will host an event for her. We 
would be even more grateful if you could invite her to the White House. We 
would also welcome your presence at the San F:randsco event on January 22 if 
that is better for your schedule. Our goal is to have the name of Sugihara just 
as well known as those of Schindler and Wallenberg, and we would like you 
to help play a part in bringing this about. 

Thank you very much for your time and consideration. 

~~cerely, 

Lani Silver 
Executive Director 

Zit . k E~ul 
Archivist 

g_~t/~ 
Sean Simplicio 
Project Volunteer 
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