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TO: Billy Webster
Assi-tant to the President and
Dir:ctor, Scheduling and Advance

FROM; ' Jonn I Gibbo%
Assistant to the ident for Science and Techneiogy
REQUEST: ~or a Presidoential combined dinner and awards ce: emony

and administration speech on scicnce and technology.

PURPOSE: To prosen: th.e 1994 National Medal of Science and ihe 1994
National Medal of Technology (the Nation's highest honors
yiven for achievements in science and technology) und honor
the recipicats, and to give a Science and Technology policy
Speech focusing on the Administration's accomplishments
and goals, and economic impact.

BACKGROUND: "The Natiunal Medal of Science was established ia August

' S : - 1959 to yaovide re(:ognilio_n for Americans who makce

. outstanc.ng contributions in the physical, biological,
mathen atical, eugineering scleuces, and social and behavioral

~ sciences (PL1., 86-209), This is the nation's highest scicnce
award. (nuler this statute, not more than 20 individuals
shall be awsrded the Medal of Science annually, ‘Yhis year
there a.+ cizht individuals, selected from a group
recomeacended by the President's Comunittee on the National
Meda! of Science.

Mandateo b Congress in 1980 and awarded aunually by the
Presiden: ot the United States, the National Medal of
Technolug: . our nation's highest technology award.
Recognizin § «xcellence in iechnological innovation and
comun-reizization, it is awarded to our country's economic
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hecoes, These historic American individuals, teans and
compauics have all significantly contributed to American job
creal’ m, cconomic prosperity, increased competitiveness and
a hip ber standard of living., -There are si» individual awurds
this year, two awards to corporations.

The National Medal of Science and the National Meda of
Technology offer the opportunity for the Admii’stration to
project its message that "technology is the engine of ecunomi.
growth" and "scicnce the fuel of techuology's engisie™ by
highlighiing those individuals and companics that It :ve made
a tremendous ecouomic difference for the United Staves.,
This is an opwortunity to tell our story through the sucesses
of rpal people.

These Presid::ntial Medals also offer an excellent opportinity |
10 underscor- the Administration's commitment to scient:fic
and technolo-sical innovation and to reach out to the
techuologica: business and university communitics. The
Board of th. Foundation for the National Medals of Science
and Technslogy consists of (wenty lcading American high-
{ech executives who can become allies in comumnunicating the
Administration's policies and achievements.

Previous administrations failed to capitalize on these
opportunities. Through the National Medal of Science and
the National Medal of Technology we can show that the
Clinton Administration is committed to scientific and
“»chnological innovation and econormic gro

g i [ atio de ic ix \Wml

PREVIOUS .
l’ARTlC.’lPA’-I‘_ION: Tast year, The Prcﬂdenl and Vm‘ Pr c's,ldont hus!ed # Whm :
IHouse Ceremuony, .

DATE AND TIME: carly December 1994; (preferved dates: November 28 or 29,
Decemaber 7, 8, 9, 12, 19, 20, 21)

LOCATIOMN; The National Building Museumn or the Mellon Auditorium,

PARTICIPANTS: The President

The Yice President

Secretary Ronald H. Brown, Department of Commerce

John H. Gibbons, Assistant to the President for Science and
Technology

Neal Lane, Director, National Science Foundation

Under Secretary Mary L. Good, Departinent of Comunerce
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The National Medal of Science Recipients and their familics

The National Medal of Technology Recipients and their
familics

The Board of Dircetors of the Foundation for the Medals of
Science and Technology

The President's Conunittee on the National Medal of Science

The Newmination Evaluation Conunitice on the National
Medal of Techinology

Key Science and Technology Congressional Leaders

Key Business and University Leaders

REQUIRED REMARKS: Prepared by speechwriters,
MEDIA COVERAGE: Opeh press (especially science and technology press)

RECOMMENDED 5Y:  Secretary Rounald II. Brown, Department of Commerce

Secrelary Donna Shalala, Department of IIealth und ITuman
Services ,

Dr. John H. Gibbons, Assistan( to the President fur Science

' and Technology

Ms. Alexis Herman, Assistant to the President and Divector,
Public Liaison

Dr. Neal lane, Director, National Science Foundation

STAFF CONTACT: Chris Clary or Laurel Kays: 6-6138
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October 19, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR BILLY WEBSTER

Ly
FROM: JACK GIBBONS[J
SUBJECT: Reschedulipg Presidential Awards Cersmony for the .

National Medals of Science and Technology

This awards ceremony feo the Nadonal Medals of Science and Technology was
scheduled for Tuesday morning, October 25, 1394, with the President presenting the
Medals, Due to the President's wravel to the Middle East this ceremony had to be
canceled f'rom the President's schedule. T huve spoken with Leon Panetta about the
cancellazion. ‘He agreed {o rescheduling tue . vent for early December.

It is very important that these awasds He given within this calendar year by the
President. In the 30 years of the Science Avward the President has always given the
Medal. Foth Medals have been deserded ar the American equivalent to the Nubel Prize
for Science and Technology. Sciesce and v chaology are essential to the economic
growth and goals of this Adminisiration.

Thercefore, I submit the attiched p opo:al for rescheduling. We, of course,
understand the difficulties in schoduling, Hut dae to the short notice cancellation, we
request a new date as scon av possihle so vnat we can inform the Medal recipicuts.



