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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

MEMORANDUM FOR HAROLD ICKES
ALEXIS HERMAN

e

FROM: SUZANNA VALDEZ

i
DATE: JUNE 28, 1995 =
SUBJECT: VIDEO ON CUBA

As per your request for reactions to the President's video address to the Cuban-American
community (released on June 27th), please find two attached letters from Carlos Portes.

Mr. Portes is a member of the President's Core Group, and attended the meeting held with
Leon Panetta. Mr Portes is a DNC Managing Trustee who is well respected within the
Cuban-American community as well as the Democratic Party. He is also a close friend of

Congressman Bob Menendez.

In addition to the sentiments in these letters, he relayed the message that the Cuban-American
community in New Jersey has also had a negative reaction to the President's video.

cc: Richard Nuccio
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C.P. Portes

5041 Broadwey « New York, N.Y. » 10034 » (212) 567-0001

L

June 27, 1985

Mr. Richard A. Nuccio

~Special Advisor to the President

and The Secretary of State for Cuba
United States Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Re: Preeident Clinton’s address
Cuban-American Community

Dear Rick:

I acknowledge receipt of your fax dated June 27, 1995 and
faxed at what appears to be 7:44 AM, today.

This letter is written to express my total opposition to an
ill conceived and poor political decision.

On June 2, 1995, I was requested to express my opinion
regarding the concept of doing a video tape. At that time I
indicated in writing that this idea of a video tape did not
serve the Administration’s interest.

It is absurd to advise the President to air a tape just when
thingse were beginning to calm down, by airing this tape now
the Administration has created a new speculation that the
President is about to change his Cuba poclicy once again and
is only doing this video to prepare the Cuban-American
community for said new announcement.

'In cloging, I had been under the impression that subsequent

to our meeting at the White House with Mr. Panetta, Mr.
Ickes, Mr. Berger and youreself, we had agreed to consult
with each other prior to any issue or actions that would
affect our respective position within the Cuban-American
community, this is not the case. In this instance and
regrettably the damage is already done, I ask myself the
following questions.

continued...
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June 27, 1998
Page Two

1, What possible benefit does thc Dresident gain through
this action? (

2. If we did not do the video immediately after the
President made the decision to return the raftere, why a
month and a half later?

3. The Cuban-American community is wvery suspect of the
Administration’'s Cuba policy, why now this video address.

4. Now Lhat Lhe deanonsilrations have subsided and the
Administration’s policy decision on Cuba not reversed, why
rekindle or refuel the anger of the Cuban-American coumunily
towards the President?

Finally, the decision exposes the President to more
criticism by the Cuban-american community, the Republican
Party and to the Democrats who feel that the President owes
no explanation on national policy decisions to a specitic
group.

Once again, we’ll pray to God that these ill conceived,
short term, myopic political decisions do not continue to
weaken the Pregsident’'s re-election efforts.

- 8incerely yours,

= =0

Carlos P. Portes

cce: Suzanna Valde:z
Sandy Berger

da
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.C.P. Portes
8041 Broadway « Naw York, N.Y. « 10034 «{212) 567-.0001 y
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June 28, 1995

Mr. Richard A. Nuccio

Special Advisor to the President
and The Eecretary of Etate for Cuba
United States Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Re: President Clinton’'s video address
to the Cuban-American community
June 27, 1995 - 11:00 AM

Dear Rick:

Well, the Jury is in and the Verdict is out. Regrectably,
a8 I predicted on June 2, 1995 and as reiterated on my memo
to you Jupne 27, 1995, these are the reports. '

1. UNIVISION (TV): 6:00 PM NEWS AND 11:00 PM NEWS

"Due to the pressure created by the Cuban-American community
President Clinton was torced to provide an apology:

2, JORGE MAS: Denounces the President’s statement as:
"Rhetorxc and empty words, lacking substance or actions".

3. TELEMUNDO: President Clinton caves in to pressure from
Cuban groups, particularly the Cuban American National

Poundation apologizing for his acticns. Cuban-American
leaders reject his explanation or apology and criticize his
motives.

4. RADIO AND WRITTEN PRESS: The same response.

Pinally, by stating that the President directly or
indirectly supports Cardinal Ortega’s position ot
reconciliation has further infuriated the Cuban-American
community, which has denounced the Cardiral’s position.

continued...




June 28, 1995
Page Two

Please, pretty pleaac, LET SLEBPING DOGS LIE and don’‘t stir
up this issue anymore. The community has to accept the
President’s decigion, no cxplanatione are needed. the policy
is clear, let’'s dedicate our efforts to other aspects of the
development of the policy and ites implementation.

Sincerely,
your friend

carlios P. Portes

ce: Morton H. Halperin
Sandy Berger
Suzanna Valdez
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June 27, 1695

Mr. Richard A. Nuccio

Special Advisgr te the President
ancd The Secretary of State for Cuba
United States Deparcment of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Re. President Clintcn’s address e
Cupban-American Community (;///

Dear Rick:

1 acknowledge receipt of your fax dated June 27, 1995 and
faxad at what appears to be 7:44 AM, today.

This letter is written to express my total opposition to an
i1l conceived and pocy pelitical decision.

On June 2, 1835, I was reqguested to express my opinion
regarding the concept of doing a video tape. At that time I
indicated in writing that this idea of a video tape did not
serve the Administraticn’s interest.

It is absurd to advise the President to air a tape just when
things were beginning to calm down, by airing this tape now
the Administration has created a new speculation that the
President is about to change his Cuba policy once again and
is only deing this wideo to prepare the Cuban-american
comnunity for said new announcement.

In clesing, I had been under the impression that subsequent
to our meeting at the White House with Mr. Panetta, Mr.
Ickes, Mr. Berger and yourself, we had agreed to consult
wirh each other prior to any issue or actions that would
affect our respective position within the Cuban-American
community, this is not the case. In this ingtance and
regrettably the damage is already done, I ask myself the
fcllowing guestions.
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June 27, 1995
Page Two

1. ‘What possible benefit does the Pregident gain through
this action?

2., If we did not do the video immediately after the
Precident made the decision to return the rafters, why a
month and a half latex?

3. The Cuban-American community is very suspect of the
Adrinistration’s Cuba policy, why now this video address.

) 4. Now that the demenstrations have subsided and the
Administration’s policy decision on Cuba not reversed, why
rekindle or refuel the anger of the Cuban-American community
towards the President?

¥inally, the decision exposes the President to more
criticism by the Cuban-American c¢ommunity, the Republican
Party and to the Democrats who feel that the President owes
no explanation on national policy decisions te a specific
group.

Once again, we’'ll pray to God that these ill conceived,

shert term, myvopic political decisions do not continue to
weaken the President’s re-election efforts.

Singerely ysurs,

«*@
e i

Car..aos P. Portes

co: Suzanna Valdez
Sandy Berger
Morton H, Halperin
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_ Clinton defends policy

TV talk to Cubans reaffirms rafter ban

By JONNLANTIGUA
Hevald Statt Writer E
* Afler almost two months of
intermiltent demonstrations, a
march on Washington and with-
enng condemnations on Cuban
radlo, President Clinton took to
telévision Tuesday to defend his
new Cuba policy to Cuban Amer-
icans all over the aation.

In a prerecorded speech —
aired at least 1a part on many

president reemphasized his May

2 decision 10 close the United |
R S&nles -to- most Cub:m raft«.q cal ttLt. Ub N.u' b:boal Quanta,,

- South Florida stations — the -

There was no new change in pol-
icy announced, but the nmlsual if
not unpnecedented satellite relay
aimed at one ethnic commundty
was a notable attempt o mend
feaces ;'mh those Cubans who
Im
“I know that many of you have
queshons about aspecis of this
policy,” Clinton said. “Yer the
simp z truth is there is uo realis-
lic alternative.”
In  his addcess, Clinton

- stressed:

[ 3

M That the refugees remaining

namo Bay, Cuba, since last sum-
mer’s rafter crisis, mostly. young
men, ace being allowed into the
United States because “unrest
and violence were likely this
summer” at the camps if they
weren't.

W The would have led to 2

“new massive oxnodus of
Cubans,” many of whom would
perish oa rafls at sea, unless the
borders were closed.

“We simply cannot adwit all
thc Cubans who seck 1o come
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Clinton takes to TV to explam

here,” be said. But he assured his
g:a'e-f;"s that those n;:m falc.;:
itical persecution will not
turned back, and thal those who
have been retumned are being
monitored to assure they are not
gumshed by Cuban security

M That new U.S. immigration
quotas pertaining 10 Caba —
20,000 a year for the next several

— will mean an increase in
the number of Cobans allowed to
immigrate. About 15,000 have
been approved since September
several limes more than in previ-

g;ars, he saud.
r new policy s working,”

Smoe May, 2, few Cubans have
been mten:eptcd at seca — 38 to
be exact, one administration
SOUrce satd compared te aboot
2,000 in May and June last year.

“Rtgulanzn ng Cuban immigra- .

- mmote’a peaceful tramsilion to

democracy on the isisnd,” the
president said.

Ci-ntc-ﬁ- gfﬁ!ﬁ’ l}lg ks '.‘-Q.‘!!‘.‘}'
is bated on the Cuban Democ-
q,? Act, passed by Congress in

2, and that he would maio-
tain the 32-year-old economic
emba‘[go againsi Coba as the act

9cS.

But “if Cuba takes stq:s in the
dicection of meaningful changes,
we arc prepared to respond with
our  own carefully cafibrated

" he said,

“We will continue to help
Cuba's democratic opposilion
and the churches, human rights
organizations and others secking
to exescise the political and eco-
nomic cighls that should belong
to all Cubans.”

Inclosing, he cited a recent vis-
Jits to the United States by Cardi-
‘nat Jaime Oﬂega of Havana, who
called for “reconciliation and,

forgiveness” among Cubans, as:

Zhasbeen” seen in' other Lot
have moved "N

" éouilrics thar ™
toward democracy n seeent

years.
“Cuba will follow this course
of its neighbors,” he pmdnaed
The May 2 policy shult end
35 years of eniree io almosi all
Cuban rclfugees and was reached
after nepotiations with the Cuban
goverament. It touched offl dem-
onstrations, including taaffic

blockages by 2 part of the Cuban
community in Dade County. It

. also drew pledges from sowe

Cuban leaders that Clinton
would be badly hurt at the polls
in 1996.

Clinton’s televised speech
came nine days after Attorney
General Janet Reno asked to
mect with South Florida Cuban
fcaders to try to mend fences but
was rebufled. But an adminisiva-
tion spokesman said Clinton's

address was recorded beforc 5

Rexo’s trip to Miami for the U.S.
Conference of Mayors.
*“The policy has been spectacu-

uccio. the (‘hnlon administra-
tion’s Cuba policy coordinator

lagly? syccesslul” saidRichaed: -
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policy to Cuban Americans

who was a major coniribulor to
the speech. *I) is saving lives,
and our supportess i the
[Cuban] commanity had been
urfiﬁg president 1o say 50.”

n Miimi, Cuban-American.
activists pic!md and chose the
parts of president’s message they
tiked and condemned those they
didn’t. = c

The C.oan American National
Foundation applauded Clinton's
support for the embargo, but

decried the refurn of saflers 1o

C"‘ﬁe presid
“ esident capresses oon-
fidence in the ability of U.S. dip-
lomats to monitor the (ate of
forcibly returned sefogees,” the
p said in a statement. “'Put
'pc!lNF has dalrcadl);‘ gathered com-
ing evidence that every group
retusped to Cuba thusﬂ?ar has
cxpericnced some retribution or
abuse.”

Nuccio insisted that of the 58
Cubans returned since May 2,
the United States had reposts of
only two cases of mistreatment

by Cuban security forces and

those cases were being investi-
gated by U.S. dipicmats.

Meanwhile, Mianti human

ights activists Ramon Cernuda,

who hes advocated lRing the

embargo and opening a dialogue

‘with the Castro government, said

the president’s insistence on
maintaining the embargo “is not
ideal.” But he praised the speech

in general, saying he thought i
opened the door to preater U S
invoivement will pro-democracy
jorces in Cuba.

“Also, when he talked abous
Cwrdinal Oricga; he talked about
forpivencess,” Cernuda said.
"")I!Es must be the first time cver
a presideat has uscd the word
‘forgivencss” whea  speaking
fabout Cuba,”
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‘Declara que no
Rmaomdlﬂﬂmq Herdd _
ga en 13 ¢gmunidad de nacio-
mericanos que sy nueva politica
En yn mensaje dirigido s 1a
Washington, D. C., Clinton dijo
la férmuls corrects pars salvar
“La simple verdad: es que no
tir a todos los cubanos que bus-
r “No podemos permitir gue las
condenar a_miles de hombres
Clinton reiterd que su gobierno

. M’%’é"w it e ', '.M’T"""' s
 hay alternativa _
Asegurando que querfa teer ¢l L\

nes jibres, el ptesidente Bill Clin-

era la mejor opcién para traer Ja

comunidad cubana y transmitido

que la repatrizcion de los balse.

vidas de cubanos y la

existe una alternativa realista,

can venir aqui®, dijo Clinton en

personas arriesguen sus vidas en

jévenes & vivir en el limbo en

s ._..__ tiene un compromiso sélido con_

que sea realista 1 O\ -
Por CYNTHIA CORZO. o
| b \1
¢
Er‘}‘ ilegio de ddr Ia bienvenida a
ton dijo el martes & los cubanoa-
democracia a la isla.
el martes via satélite desde
ros interceptados en alis mar eg
inmigracién descontrola
Simplemente no podemos admi-
el mensaje de cinco minutos.
precarias balsas. Y no podemos
Guantiénamao™.
VEA CLINTON, SA

linto

‘.
VRN ~— IAMVIN AL
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uh “mcjor futuro pars Ia pobls- 4os Unides y la-
cién cubina®. P pob que nace en la isla,

“Comn presidente, confio en

criticas”™, dijo.

La poliuca estadounidense,
schald, esrd basada en la Ley de
13 Demogrucia Cubana, wambién

que busai recrudecer ¢f embango

Declai{:;{:%tones def Presidente

Fragmeritos de 1a declaracion de| presidente Bill Clinton s

:a cotr:nuamad cubana trasmitida el murtes desde Washing.
on, L. L .

8 Hack oce mis de un mes ¢i pasor para.climinar la

peligrasa e:iiegal corriente de cubanos que intentaban entrar

a Estados Unides por mar, Quicre informaries los msultados

de esos jpasos y explicar por qué cre que fue la decisidn.

correcis, Pero primaro déjenme aclarar que AuUSSUO GIMpro-
migod !na«.«uﬁ:un mejor futuro para ls poblacidn eubans ¢2 man-
tiene tan fugre corso siempre, o

© M La presidn de nuestro embarga y Is retirada del apoyo
soviéticg hin dbligado a Cuba s & algunas medidas de¢
reforma” &ondroica en Jos ditimos dos ahos. No habiamos
visto e1o 3nies, Pere el cambio ecopdmicy s& mantiene lento,
westamudo ¢ dolorosamente inadscuada La negacion de los

derechas Idsicos y oportunidades M levado 2 decanas de .

miles de cubanes 2 1a desesperneidn,

I8 J.£5 acciones que tomames ientes 3! serio pro-
blems humdnitario en Guantinsma lﬂlJf'dﬂ i3 inmigrazidn
ilegal v peligross, protegen a los refugiacios politicos y expans

den las oportunidades pass la earrada legal desde Cuba. Sir- ™

ver 2 nhsifos intereses naciooales. :
B A través de 1as Américes, las dictadoras hen dado paso
a ta deiniacrucia. Estdn sigyiendo el camine de reconeiliacidn
perddn predicado por ¢} primer cardenal da Cuba, Jaime
ey Alamino. Cuba seguird el curse de sus vecises

. e

Clinton: Hay compromiso

econémico y sl misrme tiempo
ampliar los contactos sntre Fata.

"Esud.u Unitgc‘u rh‘am:éndﬁ'd
tence ef privilegio de dar la bign.  €MOMED €01 e
venida ; -i.ma.%uba libre e:; ls Cubsno. Es una manems unpor-

nifdad o tante de promover ef cambio ¢e8
comusifdad de naciones demor ubt, y’s%mnten 44 hasts. que

veanmos ampliss reformas
cas gec:onémqs‘!. dijo O
*Si Luba da pasos en Is direcc

ldg eoma t st de cambios significatives, noso-
conoelds como Wt LY, romiealli, tros estamos preparados § res-.

A I IR BTN T
v ow

der con nueslrs propis y cui-
monmenu wegub’uds

mgnum“.

¢l menssje, Jahado ires
semangs Shtes y redactade hace
un mes, Qlinton {adicd que Is
Ley de ia Democracis Cubana
esiabiece ayuda 3 ls poblacién de
1a isls en su lucha por slcanzar la
democracia y la estadilidad eco-
némica. X

~Vames a continuar ayudando
s la aposicién democritica ¢o
Cuba, igleﬁu. las organizs-
ciones de dereches humanos ¥
olros Gue busquen ejercer ios
derechos politiess y econémices
que deben & todos los
cubanos”, dijo Clinton.

_El mensaje do Qlinton fus reci-
bido con una acepte-
¢idn, cscepicismo y disgusto por
cubanos en Miaml. Muches se
i e o
tros de ¢
declaracidn, que te convirthé en
un :.e&n_; c:]ntnl de conv cide

“iDyo ue no sepamos? ,
preg méﬁ’:a iz, manicurista
de La Pequelia Habana, “Ceei
que iba a decir aligo dristico

-qg: las relaciones y3 estaban
hechas o qumgl a lnvadir

Cuba~- pero nada™,

Ramén Sali Sinchez, dirigente
de la Comisidn Nacional
Cubana, tlogid parte def menssje
y critied otra.

“L‘q més guem ngc, io ﬁnle:
que tiene valer, ¢$
las .. movimientos
humanos 'y de
isla™, d

derechos

u.'q‘dﬁo‘%ﬁ%

A p A e
8

::s_que salen buscando liber-

tad”,
L3 Fupdacida Nacional

.
A\ f
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“mejor Tiituro para el pueblo cubai

+ an tomr .3.1-;‘.1 —

Cubszho Amenicana sefald que ¢l
mensaje de Clinton no liegs 8
remendite 13 eonfianza perdida y
{as heridas abiertas por la nueva

politiza inmigratoris

*Mieniras  encontramog
alicnio en la reafirmacién del
presidente

de su apoys al
embargi contra el bmla.r&yimen
de Fidel Castro y a favor de una
Cuba librg y democritica, tam-
bién quedu elaro que él ha sido
coletado =n la no envidiable
position de 1encr que defender
una politica moralmente inde.
fendiple™, ¢ité un comunicado dé
prensa’de ia Fundacién,

_"Los obstdculos a I3 democra-
tizadibn de Cuba, a eliminar cad-
ticos éxadis masivor, 2 la recon-
ciliacion ¥ el perddn cnire los
cubanos son simples: Fidel y
Radl Castre. Un mejor futuro
para Cuba espers s8lo Zor su par.
tids del poder™, a

En ¢l restaurante Versailles, log
comefiualey digcutieron mingciow
samefile Ju declaracidn presiden-
cial. Alg
sugniﬁc.ab.;l.b.n.ada. otrot dijeron
?uc Jo que. busea Clinton es justi-

rear gl aceidnes. Pocos aplau-
dieron,

“Dice que la politica ests bien,
veremas qué pasa®, d'go Vietor
Osaba, que llegé de Cuba por
mar ‘zn 1960, “Quiere diseu)-
parse yon los eubanoy por haber
devuelic 1antos pars Cuba”™,

Luis  Alberte  Herndndez
aprobd 'ln posicién de Clinton
confeipacto al embargo pero no
acercd (e 1s repatrigcidn de las
balserow, )

"!)c?pi@o al sistema politico en
Cuba juriesgan sus vidas y luego
los devuelven aflf™, dijo Hemén-
dez, eniri hocados de croquetas

ety o
ames valéd

Uno3 opinaron que no.

con galletitas. “Eso de que no les
hacen nads es ung mentirs. Fidel
Castro hace Jo que le ds Ja gans™.

Desde gue se anuncid el cam.
bia de politica el 2 de mayo, unos
€0 balsercs interceptades en alta
may han $ido repatriados a Cuba.
S6lo unos cuantes han recivido
permiso para ingresar & Estadog

Jnidos.

Funcionariss del Depana-
tnento de Estado sostienen que Ja
$eceién de Intereses de Estados
Unidos en La Habana ha segvide
de cerca la situscién de log
deportados, los cuales no han
sulride represalisz. De acuerdo
con Jos funcionaries, el gobierno
tubano ha exmplide su promesa,

*Hemos podido vigilar las con.
diciones”, dijo Richard Nuezio,
asesor especial de asuntos cuba-
nos én la Casa Blanca. “Exté fun-
cionando®, »

Partidarios de una transicidn
negociada y pacifica bacia Is

democracia en Cuba recibieron !
con jibilo las palabros de Cline

1on. n ellos, de eierto mode

éstas subraysn 12 posicién que

¢llos mantienen.

“Marea un cambio en & espl- |

ritu de la poiftica exterior hacia
Cuba. Va de un espiritu punitivo
y de un intento sislacionista 3
uno positive, encaminado a facj-
litar una transicién pacifies a la
democracis en Cuba™, dijo
Ramén Cemnuds, representante

- &n ¢l exterior de 1a Coordinadora

ds Organizaciones de Derechos
Humsgos (CODEHLY).

Cemuda comentd que ia repa
triacién de los balseros ha contri-
buido 8 un cambio en &l penss-
micnto de Jos cubanas. Abor,
explicé no piensan primero en
abandonar el pais. “Picngan més
en la bisqueda de soluciones
Internas 3 &oglemu dentm
de! pais”, dijo uda.

Cémara aprueba reduccion de ayuda
a Rusia si colabora en Juragu4, Cuba

Wasbingm ~(EFE)-~ La Cimara de Representantes aprabé el

martes una eamienda pars reducir en $15 millones Is ayuda
y I SU participacion en el proyecto pars terminar )a consirue-
cidn de la planis nuclear de Juragud, en Ia provineia de Cienfuegos, -

tads por Ja representante republicana de
gl:;or mds ds 120 eongresistas de

a Rusia
cub'i.a iniciativa fu
iniciativa fue
Florida, lleana Roﬂ.egtinen. A

ambes partidos, la legisladors envid

econdmicy

dos samanag una cens al pree

[ [} g
sidente Rill Qlinton, pidiendo la intervencidn de Is Casa Blanes
desalentar Ja pmicip:eiéu uss en of plan do'flungut ance para

Ellos consideran que esa central
de Estadns Unidos y una amenaza para las naciones

seria un “riesgo JMI‘I la seguridad™
e

t Caribe, Centrow

arnérica, Colombis y Venezuela, en caso de un accidente nuelear porel
tipo de tecoologia zuc {: estd ins2alada en una de sus dog :ul;-gi“rl:'

similar a 1a utihizads en

eentral de Chemnobyl, Uerania, que en 198
c2usd un pavoroso desqstre nuclesr,

w u}unﬂ - WAME
RESEARCH

* R bea - -



