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Alexis Herman 
Flo McAfee 
July 7, 1993 

Television 

INTERVIEW MEMORANDUM 

Black Entertainment Television (BET) 

"Lead Story" 

July 8, 1993 

BET Studio 
1899 9th Street, NE (side entrance) 
Washington, D.C. 

1 : 00 - 1: 30 pm (Taped live to air at a later date) 

MODERATOR: Ed Gordon 

PANELISTS: 

FORMAT: 

TOPICS: 

De Wayne Wickham (USA TODAY) 
Clarence Page (CHICAGO TRIBUNE)---Initially strong supporter of 

Clinton; now has changed his views. 
Allegra Bennett (WASHINGTON TIMES)---General anti-Clinton. 

Roundtable discussion with moderator and 3 journalists asking 
questions. 

General focus will be on the following issues: 

---Relationship to President as pertained to African-Americans 
---Nomination of Joycelyn Elders 
---Lani Guinier Withdrawal 
---Haiti 

Some of the questions will be: 

---Will the President stick with Joycelyn Elders all the way 
through? Why is she, a friend, different from Lani Guinier who 
was also a friend? (Keep in mind, that the real question is, 
what signals are you giving that this nominee isn't business as 
usual?) 



--
BACKGROUND: 

---Will Haitians really reap the benefits of the millions the 
country is expected to receive? 

---What's coming up for nominations? 

The columnists on this show have generally been opposed to most of 
what Clinton has done. They foel that a series of signals from Lani 
Guinier to the economic package indicates that the President is ignoring 
the black community. Once again, many of them suffering from not 
getting or receiving all the information on what is going on in terms of 
appointments, foreign policy, etc. 

Your approach/response to all the questions should include our spin on 
the each issue. With the first question, set the stage by admitting there 
have been some missteps and failure to communicate the entire story. 
Then always clarify each misunderstood issue. 

The three key points you should make on the show are: 

----What your ~ition/role is at the White House---the eyes 
and ears to the President on issues relating to all the 
constituencies (business, ethnics, etc.). Broader role than Louie 
Martin and traditional role held by blacks in White House 
administration. 

---Reiterate the Presidential Priorities---economic package, 
health care reform, NAFT A, welfare reform. 

---Change is hard and often difficult----The President is 
committed to changing business as you. Although that may not 
be readily visible there are definite signs through the 
accomplishments thus far (more African American named to 
cabinet posts with diverse tasks then any president in history; 
declared African policy; etc. 

AIR DATE/TIME: Sunday, July 11, 1993 

VIEWING 
AUDIENCE: 

CONTACT: 

11 : 30 am and repeated at 11 : 30 pm (locally) 

30 million households 

Chandra or Donna Foster 
(202) 636-2831 
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DR. JOYCELYN ELDERS AND DR. C. EVEREIT KOOP ON THE ISSUES 

Dr. Joycelyn Elders Dr. C. Everett Koop 

"Dr. Joycelyn Elders favors sex education as early as 11 

••• C. Everett Koop turned the office (of Surgeon General) 
kindergarten, condom distribution in schools, taxpayer-funded into an outpost for advocacy on certain hot-potato health 
abortions and medicinal use of marijuana." [The Saturday issues like abortion, AIDS and condom usage, and the 
Oklahoman, 5/29/93] perennial favorite of surgeons general, cigarettes. As 

surgeons general go, Koop was something of a tent preacher 
where others had been scholarly priests." [Salt Lake Tribune, 
12/29/92] 

SEX EDUCATION 

"An integral part of a comprehensive school-based health 11 
••• Dr. Koop is adamant about the need for sex education in 

clinic today is that we have sexuality education beginning in the schools as early as kindergarten." [Washington Post, 
kindergarten." [Arkansas Gazette, 7/3/88] 3/24/87] 

"Proper sex education would be teaching kids how to develop "My feeling is that if sexuality is taught gently and gradually 
relationships and about consequences of their behavior. Kids from an early age, it is part of your life and it doesn't come 
can't say no if they don't first learn how to feel good about as a shock. 11 [Washington Post, 3/24/87] 
themselves." [Time, 5/24/93] 

ABORTION 

" ... The issue of reproductive health too often gets lost in the 11 I don't think there has ever been an issue that can rival this 
emotional debate over abortion." [Las Vegas-Review Journal, one for the psychological overlay, the emotional response of 
6/12/93] the people who are on the one side or the other. That makes 

any scientific argument extremely difficult." [Washington 
Post, 4/24/89] 



Dr. Joycelyn Elders Dr. C. Everett Koop 

"I'm not about abortion, what I'm about is preventing "If you want to get rid of abortions, you'd better get rid of 
unwanted and unplanned pregnancies. If I can teach the reasons for them. The reasons are unwanted 
Congress the difference between abortion and unwanted and pregnancies. To prevent unwanted pregnancies, you have to 
unplanned pregnancies, we'll get somewhere. There will educate people in a way we've never done ... That of course 
never be a need for another abortion if there aren't unplanned moves into the teaching of contraception." [Washington Post, 
pregnancies. That means education about sex and 6/20/89] 
contraceptives beginning in school." [Las Vegas Review-
Journal, 6/12/93] 

AIDS 

"I think there's still a role for any kind of campaign that we "We are fighting a deadly disease. We are not fighting 
can use that will get the attention of our people. We still people who have the disease. Homosexuality does not 
have a lot of mixed messages, erroneous messages, and we produce AIDS." [Cardoza High School, February, 1988] 
still have a lot of people feeling that it only affects certain 
groups, and it cannot touch them." [National Public Radio, 
4/20/93] 

"We've got to educate our populous and we've not done that. "The thing that is causing a stir on my position on AIDS has 
You know, ... we don't talk about condoms on TV. We are really nothing to do with the disease. It has to do with the 
all afraid to say anything about condoms because, well, we fact that we have no cure, we have no vaccine on the horizon 
think we might upset somebody. Well, I think when we're and, therefore, our only weapon is information and 
losing a whole generation of bright young people because we education." [Washington Post, 3/24/87] 
won't talk about it, it's time to upset somebody." [National 
Public Radio, 12/31 /92] 



DR. JOYCELYN ELDERS 

DR. ELDERS 

Biographical 

Dr. Elders was appointed director of the Arkansas Health Department of Health in October 
1987. A graduate of Philander Smith College, Dr. Elders earned her medical degree from 
the University of Arkansas Medical School in 1960. She worked as an intern at the 
University of Minnesota Hospital and as a pediatrician at the University of Arkansas Medical 
Center. Dr. Elders became a professor of pediatrics at UAMS in 1976 and received board 
certification as a pediatric endocrinologist in 1978. She has authored several publications 
and is a member of many health organizations. Dr. Elders is the recipient of several honors 
and awards, including the National Education Association's Mary Futrell Award for Creative 
Leadership in Women's Rights. She received an Honorary Doctorate of Medical Services 
from Yale University. [Aetna African-American Medical History Calendar, 1993] 

"Dr. Joycelyn Elders ... favors sex education as early as kindergarten, condom distribution in 
schools, taxpayer-funded abortions and medicinal use of marijuana." [The Saturday 
Oklahoman, 5/29/93] 

"Restraint is not a word in Dr. Elders' dictionary. This is a woman, a 59-year-old 
pediatrician and sharecropper's daughter who's called her right-wing opponents 'mean, ugly 
and evil,' who's labeled anti-abortion leaders 'very religious non-Christians,' who's told 
members of Congress they were 'slave masters' who have to get over 'their love affair with 
the fetus.'" [Baltimore Sun, 5/22/93] 

"Elders said too much money is spent keeping people alive during the final years of their 
lives and not enough on primary health care that will improve their lives much earlier." [Las 
Vegas Review Journal, 6/12/93] 

"Clearly, she is not a child of politics, which requires a certain artistic command of 
compromise, doublespeak and cave-in ability. Rather, Elders comes off more like a woman 
fed up with bureaucracies and all the time and money they waste. Moreover, she's impatient 
with good intentions that fail to produce good results -- like the wailing cry for abstinence, 
which, as she notes, preachers (like one of her brothers) and other moral chieftains have 
been promoting for years while young girls and boys continue their haphazard baby-making." 
[Salt Lake Tribune, 12/27/92] 

-
~ 
v 
n 

c -· c 
r 



II OPPosmoN II 

What They're Saying 

"Dr. Joycelyn Elders will be the quintessential lightning-rod candidate for the Clinton 
administration," Janet Parshall said of the surgeon general-designate. Ms. Parshall is an 
official with 600,000 member Concerned Women for America (CWA). [Washington Times, 
6/27/93] 

''CWA, the country's largest women's group, has met with conservative, Christian and other 
groups to plan a strategy to oppose the nomination of Dr. Elders, who favors sex education 
starting in kindergarten, condom distribution in schools, abortion rights and the availability 
of the Norplant contraceptive for all women, including prostitutes." [Washington Times, 
6/27/93] 

"CWA initiated its anti-Elders effort by distributing handbills featuring statements Dr. 
Elders has made on several controversial subjects." [Washington Times, 6/27/93] 

"Pat Trueman, director of governmental affairs for the American Family Association, said 
Norplant is not the answer for women who sell sex to buy drugs. 'She should be 
discouraging prostitution and drug abuse ... Joycelyn Elders has an agenda that's nonmedical 
and unbecoming for the position of surgeon general,' Mr. Trueman said." [Washington 
Times, 6/27 /93] 

'"She's always spoken with great disdain about pro-life Christians,' said Dale Morfey, 
chairman of the Westark Christian Action Council in Fort Smith, Ark. 'She is a strong 
proponent of sex education for schoolchildren at all grade levels, including kindergarten,' 
Mr. Morfey said, adding: "There is no legitimate reason for sex education in kindergarten." 
[Washington Times, 2/1/93] 

'"She's a very dangerous lady ... and we're very upset she's going to be surgeon general," 
Anne Dierks, president of Arkansas Right to Life." [Washington Times, 2/1/93] 

"Pro-family groups feel that parents should be the ones to discuss sex with their children. 
Dr. Elders has said parents can't be counted on to teach children about health care and sex 
education because 'many parents are uneducated."' [Washington Times, [6/27/93] 

"Most of the extreme feelings and high-voltage confrontations Dr. Elders has generated have 
been related to her advocacy of school-based health clinics -- which can dispense 
contraceptives if they choose to -- as a way to combat AIDS and teen pregnancy." [Baltimore 
Sun, 5/22/93] 
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Medicaid and Abortion 

"If Medicaid does not pay for abortions, does not pay for family planning, but pays for 
prenatal care and delivery, that's saying: I'll pay for you to have another good, healthy 
slave, but I won't pay for you to use your brain and make choices for yourself ... It's a way 
to keep people poor, ignorant and enslaved. If you are poor and ignorant, you are a slave." 
[American Medical News, January 1993] 

Norplant 

"On CNBC's 'Talk Live,' a caller from Alabama asked Dr. Elders what she planned to do 
about crack-addicted women who sell sex to buy drugs, get pregnant and have crack-addicted 
babies. 'That's a real problem,' Dr. Elders replied. 'I would hope that we would be able 
to provide them Norplant, so they could still use sex if they must to buy their drugs and not 
have unplanned babies."' [Washington Times, 6/27/93] 

"I would hope that we would provide them {prostitutes} Norplant so they could still use sex 
if they must to buy their drugs." ["Talk Live," CNBC, 6/19/93] 

'"In relation to the AIDS crisis, anything that we can do that will make a difference and 
reduce the spread of this disease we need to do,' Elders declares." [Baltimore Sun, 5/22/93] 

"'If we are sincere about trying to do something about the spread of AIDS we must begin to 
fund educational activities that will make will a difference and reduce the number of people 
who are becoming infected,' said Elders." [Associated Press, 12/30/92] 

"We are not reaching the majority of our citizens .... We don't reach our young people, our 
poor people, our uneducated people. And that's where we're seeing the greatest spread, 
where we're seeing the epidemic grow. Every day 5,000 people become infected with HIV 
and if you prevent just half, look at how much money you'd save." [Associated Press, 
12/30/92] 

"I think there's still a role for any kind of campaign that we can use that will get the 
attention of our people. We still have a lot of mixed messages, erroneous messages, and we 
still have a lot of people feeling that it only affects certain groups, and it cannot touch them." 
[National Public Radio, 4/20/93] 

"Yes, I support condom advertising on television. We've got a crisis in our country." 
[Washington Times, 1/ 1/93] 



Tax on Alcohol and Tobacco 

"We can't continue to sell (our children) to the tobacco industry, the alcohol industry," she 
said. She advocated additional taxes on tobacco products, noting that some people disapprove 
of this action because it may put tobacco companies out of business. 'I want you to know I 
want to tax them out of business,' she said." [Indianapolis News, 3/27 /93] 

"Elders said she will continue to push for a tobacco tax to fund children's health programs. 
Elders told Little Rock Rotary Club members she would advocate a 5 % increase in federal 
cigarette taxes to pay for a comprehensive school-based health program." [Arkansas 
Democrat-Gazette, 3/25/93] 

"Dr. Elders is already on the record taking a dim view of advertising for alcohol or 
tobacco." [Advertising Age, 1/18/93] 

"'You sold our children to the tobacco industry,' Elders railed at Arkansas lawmakers after 
they rejected a tax on cigarettes last month. 'I guess I go to be surgeon general and raise the 
federal cigarette tax $2." [USA Today, 4/6/93] 



• 

11 In Elders' view, preventing pregnancy -- through services that are ·user-friendly' to 
adolescents and 'age-appropriate' sex and health education that begins in kindergarten -- is 
the key to tackling many of the nation's social ills and would make moot the issue of 
abortion. 'If we prevent unplanned, unwanted pregnancies, then abortion becomes a 
nonissue,' says Dr. Elders, who, nonetheless, strongly supports the inclusion of abortion in a 
basic health benefits package. 'I'm about prevention. I'm not about abortion."' [Baltimore 
Sun, 5/22/93] 

'"I'm not about abortion,' she said. 'What I'm about is preventing unwanted and unplanned 
pregnancies. If I can teach Congress the difference between abortion and unwanted and 
unplanned pregnancies, we'll get somewhere. There will never be a need for another 
abortion if there aren't unplanned pregnancies.' That means education about sex and 
contraceptives beginning in school, Elders said. 'We can't just keep saying, 'Just say no.' 
We know that's not worked,' she said. 'It's time for us to get our heads out of the 
sand and teach our young people how to be responsible.'" [Las Vegas Review-Journal, 
6/12/93] 

"Elders said 57% of children born today in the United States were the result of unwanted and 
unplanned pregnancies. Too many programs now target helping teens cope with unplanned 
pregnancies, when what really needs to be the focus is preventing pregnancy in the first 
place, she said. 'We don't want any more programs for pregnant women,' she said. "We do 
lots of 'too littles, too lates' in America."' [Milwaukee Journal, 6/10/93] 

'"I'm ashamed about what's happening,' said Joycelyn Elders. 'We have been very good at 
increasing funding for pregnancy, but we have not tried to increase funding for family 
planning to prevent pregnancy.' The results of these policies, Elders told a conference 
sponsored by the University of Kansas School of Nursing, have been high rates of teen 
pregnancy and abortion and unwanted children. 'What we've inherited is for women to be 
barefoot, pregnant and in the kitchen. We have a system that could only have been designed 
by a white male slave owner who wanted more slaves."' [Kansas City Star, 5114/93] 

"Elders said some people oppose school-based health clinics because they believe distribution 
of contraception is a license for sex and will lead to on-site abortion services. But she 
maintained that abortion services would not be necessary if contraception were available to 
young people." [Indianapolis News, 3/27/93] 

"Elders views abortion as necessary to attain the goal of planned and wanted children and 
that has anti-abortion activists stirred up. They protested her activities in Arkansas and 
they've spoken against her current nomination. 11 [National Public Radio, 12/31/93] 

-



• 

II THE ISSUES II 

Sex Education 

"In her appearance on 'Talk Live,' Dr. Elders, a pediatric endocrinologist, also said that 
poor teen-agers who are having babies are 'slaves' and that they are 'breeding another class 
of slaves at a time when we don't need any more slaves.' She believes the answer to ending 
such 'slavery' lies in comprehensive sex and health education, starting as early as 
kindergarten, and both 'pre-conceptual counseling' and easy condom availability for 
teen-agers." [Washington Times, 6/27/93] 

"An integral part of a comprehensive school-based health clinic today is that we have 
sexuality education beginning in kindergarten." [Arkansas Gazette, 7 /3/88] 

"We taught them what to do in the front seat {of a car}. Now it's time to teach them what to 
do in the back seat." [Evening Times, West Memphis, Ark., 3/4/92) 

"Some people say parents should educate children about health care and sex education, but 
many parents are uneducated." [Log Cabin Democrat, Conway, Ark., 10/24/91] 

"'We've spent all our time fighting each other about whose values we should be teaching our 
kids,' she complains. 'We've allowed the right to make decisions about our children for the 
last 100 years, and all it has bought us is the highest abortion rate, the highest nonmarital 
birth rate and the highest pregnancy rate in the industrialized world.' But Elders is no 
advocate of values-free instruction. 'Proper sex education would be teaching kids how to 
develop relationships and about the consequences of their behavior. Kids can't say no if they 
don't first learn how to feel good about themselves."' [Time, 5/24/93] 

Abortion 

"'We've got to get over our love affair with the fetus and start investing in our children so 
they can grow up healthy, educated and motivated to have hope for the future,' she said." 
[Las Vegas Review-Journal, 6/ 12/93] 

"If we had good contraceptive measures, with good education, there would never be a need 
for an abortion. And I've often said, 'I've never known a woman to need an abortion that 
was not already pregnant."' [CNN, 5/4/93] 

"One of the most serious social ills, Elders said, are the millions of unplanned and unwanted 
pregnancies. 'Every child in America should be a planned, wanted child,' ... American women 
spend more than half their lives trying not to get pregnant.' But the issue of reproductive 
health care too often gets lost in the emotional debate over abortion, she said." [Las Review­
Joumal, 6/ 12/93] 



"We have not instituted comprehensive health education programs in our schools, from 
kindergarten through 12th grade. Here, 12 years later, we are still trying to legislate morals. 
We have not developed a national prevention program." [CNN, 11/17/92] 

What Elders Has Accomplished In Arkansas 

"In five years of shaping Arkansas' health policy, Elders has: 

Opened school-based clinics that can distribute contraceptives as a means of 
reducing the state's high rate of teen-age pregnancies, which stands at 78 
births for every l ,000 teen-age girls age 15 to 19. 

Persuaded legislators to set aside $2 million to help poor women get Norplant, 
a contraceptive. 

More than doubled private funding to the health department, to 
$561,000 from $208,000, and expanded public health programs." 

- St. Louis Post-Dispatch, 211/93 

Focus on Children 

"Novello targeted youthful drinking. Her predecessor, Dr. C. Everett Koop, railed against 
smoking. Elders will focus on children's health. Some say that, based on her record in 
Arkansas, Elders will not only wake up but also shake up Americans." [St. Louis Post­
Dispatch, 2/1193] 

"If I could ensure every child born in America is a planned, wanted child, I could cut 
poverty in half." [Washington Times, 211/93] 

"Elders said too much money is spent keeping people alive during the final years of their 
lives and not enough on primary health care that will improve their lives much earlier." [Las 
Vegas Review Journal, 6/12/93] 

-



"Douglas Johnson (National Right to Life Committee): Just very recently Elders was quoted 
as saying, and I quote, 'Abortion foes love little children as long as they are in someone 
else's uterus.' And I wonder who Dr. Elders thinks she's talking about. It's--it's a 
very--type of sweeping, really bigoted statement which fails to recognize, I think, a lot of the 
activities that people opposed to abortion are engaged in across this country, to help both 
women and their children." [National Public Radio, 12/31/93] 

Who's Saying It 

Concerned Women For America 
Eagle Forum 
American Family Association 
Family Research Council 
Traditional Values Coalition 
Pat Robertson's Christian Coalition 
Arkansas Right to Life 
Westark Christian Action Council, Fort Smith, AR 
National Right to Life Comittee 
Anti-Abortion Groups 
Project Respect 

II SUPPORT II 

"Groups such as Planned Parenthood and the Sex Information and Education Council of the 
U.S., a prominent sex education advocacy organization, are fighting strenuously against the 
abstinence-only movement, saying the texts rely on fear and shame to discourage sex." ~ 
Morning News Tribune, 6/13/93] 
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Senator Paul Simon Joins lducation Organizations 
in Prea1 conterenee on Joyeelyn Bldera Appointment for 

Surqeon General , __ . · ··-:-"·· -~-= - ·· ·· 

Washinqton --on Tuesday, 3uly 27 at 2:00 p.m. at the 

American Federation of Teachers 9th floor conference room, 

555 New Jersey Avenue, N.W., Senator Paul Simon (D - IL), the 

American Federation of Teachers, the National Education 

Association, the National PTA, and the National School Boards 

Association will hold a press conference on the appointment 

of Joycelyn Elders to Surgeon General. 
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CALVIN SMYRE 
REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 136 

P.O. BOX 181 
COLUMBUS, GEORGIA 31902 

(706) 649-2243 (0) 

9-(ouse of 9{(,presentatives 

(706) 563-1794 (H) 
(706) 649-2479 (FAX) 

Ms. Alexis M. Herman 
Assistant to the President and 

Director of Public Liaison 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

RE: Dr. Jocelyn Elders 

Dear Alexis: 

STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 401 
ATLANTA, GEORGIA 30334 

(404) 656-5138 

July 22, 1993 

JI! 2 8 1993 

STANDING 
COMMITTEES: 

APPROPRIATIONS 
INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS, 

CHAIRMAN 
RULES 

Please forward to me a political profile of Dr. Jocelyn Elders, U.S. Surgeon General nominee. I want 
to help mobilize support for her as she prepares for hearings before the Senate Labor and Human Resources 
Committee. 

I'll be in San Diego next week attending the National Conference on State Legislatures representing 
legislators from all 50 states. I wanted to contact some legislators and encourage them to contact their U.S. 
Senators and urge them to support Dr. Elders. 

In my opinion the confirmation of Dr. Elders, a distinguished African American physician, is crucial. 
I attended the NAACP Confab in Indianapolis last week and was present during the session where Vice 
President Gore spoke and I can tell you first hand, politically we need this one. 

Secretary Shalala will be attending a plenary session on Tuesday, July 27th. Any help she could give 
while there would be helpful, whether it was public or a private meeting with legislators representing areas 
of borderline Senators. 

Please have someone contact me regarding this request. I can be reached at the San Diego Marriott 
& Marina (619)234-1500. With kind personal regards, I am 

Sincerely, 

Calvin Smyre 
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Columbus, Georgia 31902 
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' ! i' ii ' " i ; Ii f i ii ' ' i HI!! "i ! i i 

J 



. . 

• 

OFIELD DUKES 6c ASSOCIATES 
f'UIL..IC llllLA'flOHB COUN&t:~Qll 

FACSIMILE COVER SHEET 
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Fax Number: (202) 488-1086 

DATE: 

TO: 

COMPANY NAME: 

FAX NUMBER: 

FROM: 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES INCLU12..1.nQ THIS COVER Sheet: 

Comments: 

p. 01 

Please call (202) 488-4948 if thh~ transmission is unclear or 
incomplete. 
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. Elders gains support 
o be Surgeon General 

By Jam• Wright qualifications end oulstandlng 
WashlnRIOn AFRO Srqff record as a hcBllh pruclilioncr, the 

Dr.M.Joycetyn Blders, director Senate · Labor and Human 
of the Arkansas J>epaflment of Resoun.:e Cqmmlttee is learning. 

· Health who was •nominated by Her confirn'ialion hearings began 
rresident ClintQn to J,o. i.M. ·July 15 in. ,Room 403 in the 
Surgeon General. or tile .JJ~il·d Dirksen Senate Office .Building in 
States, has gained natlonnwide Room 430. 
suppon to be confirmed by the· The Surgeon General serves &!i 

Senate and become the first . lhc hc.ahh adviser to the Nalion on 
African-Amcrkan to hold that hoalth relate-<! matleis nnd mnnogc .. ~ 
position. lhc Public. Health Service' 

Few can argue with . her Commissioned Corps. In ~lcliliuu, 
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DR. M. JOCELYN ELDERS 
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A4 THE WASHINGTON AFRO-AMERICAN JUJ.-Y 17, 1993 
....--·-----------------· ---· 

EDITORIAL 
---------···" -·"-·--------------· 

Support Dr.Elders 
for Surgeon General 

Onoe again an African American woman takes center stage on Capitol Hill in a 
confumation battle expected to exceed the political drama and heat of the Lani O\tinier 
oontroversy. 

The oonfuma1ion hearing for Dr. Joycelyn Elders as the first African American 
Swpon General is scheduled for Friday, July IS, before the Senate Labor and Human 
Resources Committee. A vas~ army of conservative forces, the same people who 
dominated the Republican National Convention in Houston last summer, have been 

1 

mobllizJns for full warfare to ~ft.at the nomination of Dr. Elders in the Senale, either in 
committee or on the Senate floor. 

No one can raise any l~tirtiare queslions about the outstanding qualifications of this 
dedicated public bealth professional. pecfuirician, and pel'SWlbive ndvocare for ch~ 
in hoalthcare servk.es. Dr. Elders has Attracted national anention for her extnodirwy 
leadership as Director of the ~sa.s Stale He.alth Department. 

. Dr. Bide.rs is now the prime target of such ultra·c:onservalive and Christian 
fundament.alist groups as the Rev. Pat Robertson's Ctuistian Coalition, Concemed 
Won'aen for Americai the Eagle Forum, the American Family Association. the Family 
Research Council and the Tr¢lditiol)al Values Coalition. We witnessed the mean 
splrltness and the vicious anacks of these people at the 1992 Republican National 
Convention. 

HHS Secretary Donna Shalaia put the smear campaign in context when she said of 
Dr. Eldets, "Tho~ who portray Dr. Blders as being radical or out of touch with the 
dcaires of the American people are distoning her record in an effon to prove their 
claims. Dr. Fldm supports he$th services for children through school-based cJinics. 
but that does not mean she supp0rts mandatory disuibution of condoms in school-based 
clinics. As in her experience in her home state, she supports local decision-making on . 
that question. 

11Likewlse, Dr. Elders suppons comprehensive health training for our nation's 
children, but that does not mean inappropriate sex education topics for young children, 
as her critics suggest."· 

The thousands of African Americans who expressed their anger over the treatment 
of i.,u OuWer now have the opportunity to demonstrare our Wtequivocal suppon for 
Dr.1'ders b)r sending a strons +nd clear message to the members of the u.s .... senate. 
African Americans In every sta~ must call or write to their &Mator's W¥ins support for 

the c.onfinnalion of Dr. Elders. 
African American and other citizens of goodwill must aggressively meet the 

challenge of the regressive forces in our society. We can and must win this fizht! Don'l 

~y. 
Write today to members of ~ U.S. Senate in support of our sister, Dr. Joycelyn 

~ft th.>- t111'1f'o.rh hl\mlnH. &\I' IT 4i: ll;lnroPnn OP.ru-m1 · 

-'4.....--·--- -· 
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THE BUSINESS COUNCIL 
BERT E. ALLEN 

Chairman 

D. WAYNE CALLOWAY 

H. LAU~ANCE FULLER 
Vico Chairman 

JAMES R. HOUGHTON 
Vice Chairmen 

DENNIS WEATHERSTONE 
Vice C~cirmc~ 

The Honorable Alexis Herman 
Director of Public Liaison 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White House, OEOB 
Washington, 1)C 20500 

Dear Alexis, 

July 29, 1993 

P.02 

888 Seventeenth Street, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20006 

~elephono, i:t02l 298-7650 
"AX: (202) 185-0?96 

PHILIP E. CASSIDY 
Executive Director 

Sorry I was unable to join you for the session on the 13th, but a family 
matter arose that took precedence. Please keep me in mind if there is any way 
I can be helpful as things move forward. 

We have begun to work on our program for October and I thought l' d 
pass along the enclosed Wormation. Jamie Houghton of Corning is the 
Program Chairman and he is using Clyde Prestowitz of ESI to help develop 
the agenda. Please let me know if you have any thoughts or suggestions to 
offer. Bob Allen has invited Sec. Christopher to join us and I want to ensure 
that the entire program is representative of current policy. 

On a more personal note, please remember the dates of October 7-9 for 
the Council's next meeting in Williamsburg. It would be great if you would 
be able to join the group as my guest. Please keep in touch. 

Sincerely, 

ffe 
Enclosures 
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PROPOSED AGENDA 
Friday October 8 •• 8:00 • 12:00 

8:00·8:45 Session I: Economic: Forecast 

Speaker: Dennis Weatherston~ ·J.P. :Morgan 

8:45- l O: 1 5 Session II: The World of Ceo-economics 

In this pest Cold War era, what will be the economic realities within 
which we have to operate? Among the nations of the world, which will emerge 
as the new eccncmic: nnd political superpowers? VVhic:h coWltzies will fonn 
regional economic: bonds and how exclusive will these a..-rangements be? 

VVhat will Russia be lilce in 10 or 20 years? v.'hat will happen to the 
former COil'Ul'lurtist countries in Ea:1tem Europe? Can the European Community 
eve: reach its potential? Will Ciliu's economy continue to expa..,d at its current 
rate or growth? What about an expandtd &n trade agreement among a 
majority of nations in the Americas'? Will there also be an Asian trading bloe? 

.Moderator: Alan Murray ~ TJu Wall Strtet Journal 
Backup: Robert Kuttner - The American P7'Clsptct 

Pan~ts: Jacques Detors ·European Commission 
Backup: Leon Brittan • EC Trade Negotiiltor 

Paul Kennedy • Yale 
Sac:l<up: £dward Lut.twak • CSIS 

Jeffrey S-.cl1s - Harvard. University 

10:15-10:30: 

Backup: Lawrance Summers - Undersecretary of the 
Treasury for International Affairs 

BREAK 

-·--

liJOOl 
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10: 30-12:00 Session 111: The New International Economic 
Issues 

The changing world order has brought into question whether multilateral 
economic org&'lizations suc:h as OECD and GA1T can remain effective tools in 
expuicling e::onomic coopera ti.on among natiom. Th.ere is increased skepticism 
that the premises on which thew organizations were founded are still adequate 
to deal with the new world ac:onom.ic: order. 

Although mwtilateral iHuee remain. bilateral concerns contirme to attract 
attention. The various c:onfilds involving t:he United States and Japan have 
received the most attention. A:le thetlil any indications that the Clinton 
Admin.tstraticn will be any more successful in diffusing teru;ions than any of the 
previous app:oachls. 

There are also increased concerns with several of the up .. and-coming 
ei;onomii: powers. Perhaps the biggest of these problems is the People's 
Republic: of OUN. (PRC). The United States has a $1S billion trade deficit with 
the PRC and th.era have been numerous questionS about how best to deal with 
the Chinue while the probletn remaw relatively 5mall and manageable. 

These new world realities are rot only aifec:tmg the relationship between 
nations but are causing the Urdted States and othet U\dustrialized nations to 
begin to rethink traditianally dorr.estic decisions in light of low·wage nations 
bac:cmung inO'eNingly prod.u.ctive. The increased mobility of technOlogy and 
produ.ct:ion, ini::easing wap rate:5 and environmental standards, and ballooning 
eosts of the sod.al safety net are being reexamined through the prism of global 
competitiveness. 

Moderator: Jodie Allen· 11ie Washi:ngtcm Post 
Backup: Bru.c1 Stokes .. National Journal 

Panelists: Clyde Pre1towitz - Economic Strategy Institute 
Backup: Leiter Thurow - MIT Sloan 

Peter Sutherland • Dlrector-Genera.1 of the GAIT 
Backup: Noburo Hata.key•ma - MITI 

Roger Altman .. Deputy Secretary oi Treasury 
Backup: Lauro Tyson-Chair, Council of Economic Advisers 
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:ai OIJ3 

Dinner: 

Speaker: Secretary of State Warren Christopher (INVITED) 

Saturday 8:00 • 12:00 

8:00-8:45 Session IV: The New Dlplomacy 

Over the past yea.r, numerous local confli~ts have come to the world's 
attentior1.. In today's world, these contlic:ts, be they in Bosnia, Haiti., Nigeria, 
Iraq, or Somalia, musr be dealt with, but the methods of dealing with them are 
often very different. Y'Jhat is the bat way to deal 'With these problems? Is the 
Urtited. Nations a solution to all of th@ world's problem$ or should the Uriited 
States be willing to act either unilaterally or coalitions outside the United 
Nations? Can the United Sates afford to be involved in all of the world hot spots 
or should it etlcourage other regional players to take the lead? 

Speaker: James Woolsey ·Director of Central Intelligence 
.. or -

Larry Eagleburger • Former Secretary of State 
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8:4&·1o:15 Session V: Combining Foreign Polley and 
Ec:onomlc Conc:erns In the New World Order 

P.06 

Given the i..'1creasing challenge the United States fac:es to reduc:e both its 
budget and trade dendts and to bolster its standard of livL.-,g, whilt will be the 
shape of the new American foreign policy given the increased pnority given to 
economic issues? 

With the disintegration of the Soviet Union and the emergence of an 
L"'\aeasing number or nations qualifying (or having the potential to soon qualify) 
as economic htavyweighm, tha w·niteci States needs tc grap1?le with issues such 
as whether it is appropriate or des-irable, in light of t.hi!I inaeasing diffusion cf 
ac:cncm.ic and poiltic:al power, for it to continue playing the role oi leader in 
maintairJng world peace a.nci prosperity. 

Issues that must ce addressed .tndude the U.S. resportse to the emerging 
5trel'\gth of Germany and Japan and the proper role of rising powers such as 
Q.ina and India. Other inue5 include nomu.li.zation of relatiom W'ith Vietnam 
and development of a new relationship with Rl.lssia anci Latin Americ3.. 

Moderator: James Fallows - The Atlantic h1.cmthly 
Backup: Bruce Stokes -1i1l National Joumal 

Panelists: Amb. Mickey Kantol' - United States Trade Representat!.ve 
'Backup: Bowman Cutter - Deputy Assistant to the President 
for Economic Polley 
Backup: Roger Altman - Deputy Secretary of the Treasury 

Sen. Daniel Patrick Moynihan (D-NY) - CN.irman. Senate .Finance 
Committee 
Backup: Sen. Richard G. Lugar (R·IN) - Former Chair.nan, 
Senate Foreign Relations C:on'Ul'\ittee 

Brent S<:owcroft - Former National Security Adviser 
Backup: Lester Thurow -MIT Sloar. School 

10: 15·10:45: BREA!< 
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10:45·12:00 Session VI: The New Geo·polltlcal World Order 

After the collapse of the Soviet Union, the major threat to American 
~ecw'ity no longer e!dJts. Thfis however, does not mean that the world is safe. 
Throughout th• wotld, there have been numerous local .firestorms that have 
attracted the America1s attention-Iraq, Somalia, and 8omia are just a few. There 
are also numerous long simmering regionai disputes that threaten to explode 
onto the intmultional seine. These include the potential of a nuclear North 
Korea, another war on the India-Pakistan border, international battles over the 
Spritley Islands, a rearmed and belligerent Iran, continued eth:lic wars 
throughout the Balkans and the former Soviet Union, and the sudden 
appearance of some a.s-of·yet uriseen problem that could threaten American 
security. 

At the same time ene Ur\ited States has begun to drastically scale back the 
American armed forces H a way to reduce it.I large budget deficit. 11Us has led 
to numerous questions about how the Ut"lited States should utilize lts smaller 
military /i..ntelligeru:e forces to protect its national interests in a world that 
remains turbulent. 

Sceaker: . Gen. Colin Powell • Former Otairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff 

~uus 
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. aders ~ally To Support Jocelyn Elders 

By Ofield Dukes 
NATIONAL NEWSPAPER 
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION 

WASHINGTON - After the 
shock and trauma of the de­
railed Lan1 GuinJer nomtna­
Uon. the Clinton adminis­
tration has fully mobilized 
1n· support of Dr. Jocelyn 
Elders as America's first Af. 
rlcan American Surgeon 
General. 

Battle lines have been 
drawn between a broad 

\

cross-section of supporters 
of. Elders and a coalition of 
ultra-conservative Christian 
f uildamentallsts and anti­
abortion groups. A lauded pe-
diatrician and nationally re­
spected public health advo­

te in Arkansas. Elders has 
• e a main target of the 
ght-wing conservative 

movement because of her 
progressive vtews on health 
care. In addition, Elders has 
come under fire for financial 
impropriety while ' st1ll on 
Arkansas' payroll. 

According to C. Delores 
Tuck.er. president of the Na­
tional Political Congress of 
Black Women. these are the 
'same ''mean-spirited people" 
who maliciously distorted 
the Writings of HUlary Clin-

• 

ton and viciously attacked 
and tried to discredit her at 
the 1992 Republican Nation­
al Convention in Houston. 
Tucker said. 'These tactics 
didn't work then and they 
won't against Dr. Elders." 

President Clinton has indi­
cated that he stands firmly 
behind the Elders nomtna­
Uon and Is prepared to go the 
distance to gain Senate con­
firmation. Several days be­
fore the opening confirma­
tion hearing before the 
Senate Committee on Labor 
and Human Resources. more 
than 120 organtzattons 
pledged their support for 
Elders' nomination and con­
firmation. Most of these or­
ganizations are predomi­
nantly white and include the 
American Medical Associa­
tion. American Jewish Con-

. gress. National Education 
Association. American Col­
lege of Physicians. and the 
American Public Health As­
sociation. 

African American leaders 
and organizations have de­
scribed Elders' conftnnatlon 
as "urgent" and "a must." All 
agree she ts quallfled for the 
post. 

At the NAACP convention 
last week in Indianapolis, 
Rep. Kweisi Mfume (D-Md.) 

announced that the Congres­
sional Black Caucus and 
NAACP were working With 
the Clinton administration 
in support of the nominee. 

Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, 
president of the National 
Medical Association. which 
represents the 15.000 black 
physicians. said "Dr. Elders' 
determination and persua­
sive powers are two essential. 
leadership skills needed to 
help prevent the rampant 
spread of disease." 

Coretta Scott King, presi­
dent of the King Center in At­
lanta. said: "America needs 
Dr. Elders and we can't af­
ford to let a politically moti­
vated attempt to dtstort her 
Views (to) deny our country of 
the servtces of thts outstand­
ing leader in health care. I 
think she Is one of the finest 
medical care administrators 
in the country." 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
president of the National 
Rainbow Coalition. said 
Elders would bring some 
unique assets as Surgeon 
General. "She has a demon­
strated record of public ser­
vice. a long-term personal 
and working relationship 
and the trust of the presi­
dent. The nation needs and 
deserves her leadership." 
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Ut Fight ·an Eldel"S'" NOlniri8tfrJ-n 
By Ofleld Dukes 

W ASIDNGTON, DC - After the 
shock and trauma of the derailed 
Lani Guinier nomination, the Clinton 
administradon has fully mobilized in 
support of Dr. Joycelyn Elders as 
America's first African American 
Surgeon General. 

and NAACP were working with the 
Clinton administration in mlid sup­
pon of the Elders nomination. 

Dr. Richard O. Butcher. president 
of the National Medical Asmciation. 
which represents the lS,000 black 
physicians, said •0r. Elden' deter­
mination and persuasive powers are 
two essential leadership stills needed 
to help prevent die rampant spread of -
disease.. 

medical ...., admin- In .... .I 
counay: 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, president 
of the National Rainbow Coalition, 
said Dr. E.1den would bring some 
unique 1sse11 ao abe office of U.S. 
Surgeon General. •she bat a dcmon­
straled record of public service, a 
loog-tam penonal IDd working rela­
tionship and tbe ll'lllt of the presi­
denL The natim needs IDd de8m vea 
her leadership.• 

Baule lines have been drawn be­
~ween a broad cross-section of sup­
ponm of Dr. Elders and a coalition 
Jf ultta-cooserv&tive, Christian fwi­
Jamentalisl and anti-abortion groups. 
A highlight lauded pediattician and 
nationally respected public health 
ldvocate. Dr. Elders has become a 
main target of the right-wing consa­
vadve movement brausc of hC2' pro­
gressive views 00 health care. 

Mrs. Corella Scott King, president 
of the King Center in Atlanla, said: Robert W. Bogle, pesident of lbe 
• America needs Dr. Elden. and we . National Newlpaper. Publisben 

. can't afford to let a politically moti- Association. Slid. '1be goal of 
· · President Clialoq ro have an inclu-

vatcd attempt to distort her Views sive societ)' is ••. concept lhat we 
(to) deny our countty of 1be avicel . blact edilmi..Sjmlisbm emtJrate 

i ::.~ :Us11emi: = ! = /. --~~~ \:Tu:::t!J.; 
According to C. Delores Tucker. 

president of the National Political 
of Black Women, these iR 
• · ·• ··· ·· · ·- · 'am people· who 
~··ihe writings of 

Hi Ointon:ucf·;Yiciously· at­
lacted and aied to diicredit her at 
the 1992 Republican National ' 
Con\ICl1tion in Houston. Tucker said, 
"1bele tacdcs didn't work then and 
they won't wort against Dr. Elden.• 

President Bill Ointon b8s indi­
cated that be stands firmly behind the 
Elders nominatioo and is prepared to 
go lhe full distance to gain Senate 
conf umation. Several days before the 
opening confirmation hearing. 
scheduled for Friday, July 16 before 
the Senate Committee- on Labor and 
Human Resources, more than 120 
organizations bad pledged their sup­
port for Dr. Elders' nomination an~ 
confirmation. Most of these orgaru­
zations are predominantly white and 
include the American Medical 
Association, American Jewish 
Congress, National Education • 
Association. American College of · 

· ians, and the American Public 
Association. 

·can AmericanJeaden and or­
ganizations have described Dr. 
Elders' confinnatioo as •urgent• and 
•a musL • An agree that she is emi­
nently qualified for the posL 

Al the NAACP convention. Rep. 
Kweisi Mfume (D-MD) announced 

...__ . - - _, "'--'· ,...""' ........ ,. 
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linton Mobilizes Forces 
n. Elders Nomination 

By Ofield Dukes 

By Ofield Dukes 
Washington, DC -- After the 
ock and trauma of the derailed 
mi Guinier nomination, the 
inton administration has fully 
Jbilized in support of Dr. 
•celyn Elders as America's first 
frican American Surgeon 
~neral. 
Battle lines have been drawn 
tween a broad cross-section of 
Jporters of Dr. Elders and a 
llition of ultra-conservative, 
1ristian fundamentalist and anti­
Jrtion groups. A highly lauded 
diatrician and nationally 
.pected public health advocate, 
. Elders has become a main 
get of the right-wing 
1servative movement because of 

progressive views on health 

ing to C. Delores 
resident of the National 

liucal Congress of Black 
Jmen, these are the same 
1ean-spirited people" who 
liciously distorted the writings 
Hillary Clinton and viciously 
1cked and tned to discredit her 
he 1992 Republican National 
:wention in Houston. Tucker 
l, "These tactics didn't work 
:i and they won't work against 
Elders." 

·resident Bill Clinton has 
cated that he stands firmly 
ind the Elders nomination and 
-epared to go the full distance 
gain Senate confirmation. 
!ral days before the opening 
:lrmation hearing, scheduled 
Friday, July 16 before the 

1te Committee on Labor and 
1an Resources, more than 120 
inizations had pledged their 
lJOrt for Dr. Elders' 
iination and confirmation. 
.t of these organizations are 

tly white and include 
erican Medical 

JC n, American Jewish 
gress, National Education 
1ciation, American College of 
icians, and the American 

· ic Health Association. 
.'rican American leaders and 
'lizations have described Dr. 

.t:.laers· confirmation as "urgent" 
~nd ''.a must." All agreee that she . 
is em1nently qualified for the post. 

At the NAACP convention, 
Rep. Kweisi Mfune (D-MD) 
announced that the Congressional 
Black Caucus and NAACP were 
working with the Clinton 
adminstration in solid support of 
the Elders nomination. 

Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, 
president of the National Medical ; 
Association, which represents the ~ 
I S,000 black physicians, said "Dr. 
Elders' determination and 
persuasive powers are two 
essential leadership skills needed to 
help prevent the rampant spread 
of disease." 

Mrs. Coretta Scott King, 
president of. the King Center in 
Atlanta, said: "America needs Dr. 
Elders, and we can't afford to let 
a politically motivated attempt to 
diston her views (to) deny our 
country of the services of this 1 

outstanding leader in health care. "'\ 
I think she is one of the finest 
medical care administrators in the 
country." 
T~e Rev. Jesse Jackson, 

president of National Rainbow \ 
Coalition, said Dr. Elders would 
bring some unique assets to the 
office of U.S. Surgeon General. 
"She has a demonstrated record 
of public service, a long-term 
personal and working relationship 
and the trust of the president. The 
nation needs and deserves her 
leadership." 

Roben W. Bogle, president of 
the . National Newspaper 
Publishers Association said 
"The goal of President<Cllnton t~ 
have an inclusive society is a 
concept that we black editors and 
puJlishers embrace and endorse. 
Based on what we know of Dr. 
Elders, we think she is highly 
qualified and would make an 
excellent Surgeon General. For 
this reason, we strongly support 
her nomination." 

Officials of NAACP, NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund, Operation 
PU~H. National Urban League, 
National Urban Coalition 
Nationa.L Council of Negr~ 

.. ·_ :~=--~-· :· .· .. ~.·· ··.-·~·; .... ,,. ' ., ... ,".~'i 
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Elders resigns 
Arkansas post 

---- Aan:!aled Presa 

. HOT SPRINGS, Ark. - Presl· 
dent Clinton reasserted his sup­
port for his embattled surgeon gen­
eral nominee. taking her back to 
Washington In hlS plane yesterday 
after she resigned u director of the 
Arkansas Health Department 

Mr. Clinton gave Or. M. Joyce­
lyn Elders a sturdy hug u the two 
boarded a small presldcnual jet. He 
ignored a shouted question on 
whether he thought Dr. Elden 
could be conflnned. But he had 
told rcportcra a day earller durtng a 
weekend vtstt to his home state 
that he dtd not think her nomlna· 
lion WU In troubie. 

Dr. Elden aabntted her .-g­
naUon yesterday as Arkansas 
health director. effective Immedi­
ately. She had been under fire for 
recetvtng a federal conaulttng fee 1· 

while drawing her state aalaJy. 
"As work towards my conflrma· I 

lion process Intensifies, I must · 
now devote all my efforts and ener­
gy to my new federal role,· she aaAd 
In her restgnauon letter. Her restg· 
nauon had not been expected unW 
her conflnnatton process was com· 
plete. 

Max Parker. a spokeswoman 

for Arkansas Gov. Jim Guy Tuck· 
er, said Dr. Elders contacted the 
governor Saturday and met With 
him yesterday for about 40 min· 
utes . 

A Senate panel postponed hear­
ings on Dr. Elders' nomlnaUOn last 
week after opponents raised ques­
tions about the dual paychecka, as 
well her family taxes and her posl· 
lion on an Arkansas bank board. 
Conservatives have expreued op­
position to Dr. Elders because of 
frank statements she has made In 
support of abortion rights and sex 
education for chOdren. 

While Mr. Clinton traveled from 
Little Rock by motorcade. Dr. 
Elders flew the SO miles aboard 
the prestdentlal aircraft with Chief 
rA Staff Thomas F. "Mack• Mcl..ar· 
ty. Dr. Elden ttlen Fl otr the plane 
only to Mud tt ........ with Mr. 
Ointon befere televtalol1 auneras. 

On Wedneeday, Mr. Tucker 
said he was oot pleased when he 
learned that Dr. Elders was recetv· 
Ing federal pay while drawing her 
salary from the state health de· 
partment. 

i dldn 't know about this. dldn 't 
approve of this and wouldn't have 
approved of this,• he said. 

Dr. Elders did nothing Illegal by 
accepting the fee while retaining 
her JOb, according to a letter from 
Jack Kress, special counsel for 

ethics at the Department of Health 
and Human Services. ---

In the letter. to Democratic Sen. 
Edward M. Kennedy of Massachu· 
setts, Mr. Kress &aid presidential 
nominees may work In "an Inter­
mittent consultant capacity" at the 
federal agency to which they are 
nominated for up to 130 days 
without qultUng their jobs. Mr. 
Kennedy's Labor Committee plans 
to hold Dr. Elders' confirmation 
hear1ng Friday. 

In her letter of restgnatlon, Dr. 
Elders said she had been dividing 
her time between the state agency 
and the U.S. Public Health Service 
since Apr1L 

i have taken annual leave from 
Arkansas for the days I had to be 
Wa~. and I have always 
been able to &ITC the !Arkansas 
HealUa Department] RIJ fullest at· 
tenuon when required: she wrote. 

In Washington. Democratic 
Rep. Kwelat Mfume of Maryland 
said on CBS's ·race the Nation" 
that he believed Mr. Clinton would 
back up Dr. Elders' nomination. 

"The White House has assured 
me three times In Just the last 
three days that they are firmly 
committed to m<Mng forward with 
the nomination process and the 
confirmation process," said Mr. 
Mfume. who Is chairman of the 
Congressional Black Caucus. 
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W 1ite ouse Prepares For Another Confirination Battle 
By Slaff Wriler 

Known as one of the 
1ation's preeminent public 
1ealth officials, Dr. M. 
oycelyn Elders is expected 
;J face Congressional con­
i rm ati on hearings next 
'eek in her quest to 
ecome the America's first 
!lack surgeon general. 
And, there are rumors cir­

ulating Capitol Hill and 
ther parts of Washington, 
>.C. that Elders couW face 
ic same fate as Lani 
iuinier, whose nomination 
y President Clinton to 
ecome head of the U.S. 
ustice Department Civil 
ights Division was later 
·ithdrawn. In fact, Elders 
:is already drawn the ire of 
>me powerful conserva­
ves and anti-abortion 
roups regarding her posi­
ons on that specific issue. 

"The Congressional 
lack Caucus and all other 

civil rights groups are firm­
ly behind Dr. Elders," said 
Caucus Chairman Kweisi 
Mfume (D-Md.) at a recent 
NAACP Convention in 
Indianapolis. "We are so 
behind this nominee that 
there is not even a crack of 
daylight between our group 
and any other civil rights 
organization." 

Indeed, Mfume's remark 
was meant as a "warning" 
to Clinton if he fails to put 
the full weight of the White 
House behind the Elders' 
nomination. 

According to White 
House sources, however, 
the Elders' nomination is 
going to be different. 
Preparations have since 
begun for the upcoming 
confirmation hearing. And, 
other sources have also 
indicated that Clinton will 
not "turn his back" on 
Elders, as she is a native 

While House Chier or Slaff Mack Mclarly (c) and other Clinlon administration officals brief Surgeon General 

1
. 

nominee Jocelyn Elders (r) in preparation for her upcoming confirmation hearing. 
White House Photo 

Arkansan, like President nity located in the south- guished career in medicine. the U.S. Army where she · 
Clinton. west part of the state, Upon graduation from col- received training as a phys-

Bom in a small commu- Elders has had a distin- lege at age 18, she entered ical therapisL By 1960, she 
- ·- -- -- was working as an intern at 

the University of 
Minnesota Hospital and 
later, as a pediatrician at the 
University of Arkansas 



·-· - · the University of A;~ 
INNER'£ITY NEWS July 24, 1993 f'he•· National Black ~u~=~ Medical Sch~ol and a resear::~~ 
:.._~------------------- '11.tion and Nauon . . the causes and ueatme 'Cl• t M b•}• F . , ·1 rgec\ their into d ·n esses Dr. lil on 0 1 1zes orces '1oco:r~~: m~mber of the hormohne-raeulat~~redr:oreth'.an 150 

Eld rs' Elders as rch 

I ·E}d N • • 1 pport of Dr. e . f medical resea 
fl ers QffilflatJQfi ~~n. a~~~~~!tio~~. As the Director of 

B tders graduated from- p A kansas Department of 
Y Ofield Dukes Smith College in Little the r. e 1987 Dr. Elders has 

Of Id t:.IC1ers· confirmation as "urgent" I age of 18. She served Heal~h s~nc ume;ous national 
Y Ie Dukes ~nd ''.a must." ~II agreee that she 1~ therapist in the u,.s. receive fornher outstanding work 

Washington, DC -- After the 1s eminently qualified for the post. earning her medical awards d hip in health care. 
hock and trauma of the dera1·1ed At the NAACP · ore D ree in and lea ers ff' 'al put it R K . . Mf convenuon, nd a Masters e~ . As one NAACP o 1c1 S ~ 
_ani Guinier nomination, the ep. we1s1 une (D-~D) stry from the Umv~r~1tY "Th' countrY needs ~ urgeo 
:linton administration has fully announced that the Congressional School of Med1cme. is al ho is not afraid to speak 
!lobilized in support of Dr. Black Caucus and NAACP were as. ed in pediatrics at Gene~dl w bout the difficult care 
ocelyn Elders as America's first working with the Clinton tr'.lln sitY of Minnesota candi Y a cing the nation. Dr. 
\frican American Surgeon adminstration in solid support of 

1 
ruve~ became chi~f problems .ft be such a Surgeon 

leneral. the Elders nomination. ~~ nt at the University Elders }'.1. 
Battle lines have been drawn D~. Richard 0. Butcher, r.es\;61. Gener.,... 

·et ween a broad cross-section of pres1d~n~ of the !'!ational Medical :~fessor of oediatrics at 
Jpporters of Dr. Elders and a Assoc1auon, which represents the 
oalition of ultra-conservative, 15,000black physicians, said "Dr. 
hristian fundamentalist and anti- Elders' determination and 
Jortion groups. A highly lauded persuasive powers are two 
:!diatrician and nationally essential leadership skills needed to 
·spected public health advocate, help prevent the rampant spread 
r. Elders has become a main of disease." 
rget of the right-wing Mrs. Coretta Scott King, 
inservative movement because of president of. the King Center in 
:r progressive views on health Atlanta, said: "America needs Dr. 
re. Elders, and we can't afford to let 
According to C. Delores a politically motivated attempt to 
1cker, president of the National distort her views (to) deny our 
>I' · Congress of Black country of the services of this 

these are the same outstanding leader in health care. 
pirited people" who I think she is one of the finest 

iliciously distorted the writings medical care administrators in the 
Hillary Clinton and viciously country." 
ackedandtriedtodiscredither The Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
the 1992 Republican National president of National Rainbow 
•nvention in Houston. Tucker Coalition, said Dr. Elders would 
d, "These tactics didn't work bring some unique assets to the 
n and they won't work against office of U.S. Surgeon General . 
. Elders." "She has a demonstrated record 
-:>resident Bill Clinton has of public service, a long-term 
· icated that he stands firmly personal and working relationship 
ind the Elders nomination and and the trust of the president. The 
repared to go the full distance nation needs and deserves her 
gain Senate confirmation. leadership." 
eral days before the opening Robert W. Bogle, president of 
firmation hearing, scheduled the National Newspaper 
Friday, July 16 before the Publishers Association, said, 

ate Committee on Labor and "The goal of President •Clinton to 
nan Resources, more than 120 have an inclusive society is a 
mizations had pledged their concept that we black editors and 
port for Dr. Elders' pu.>lishers embrace and endorse. 
dnation and confirmation. Based on what we know of Dr. 
;t of these organizations are Elders, we think she is highly 
lominantly white and include qualified and would make an 

American Medical excellent Surgeon General. For 
Jcia ion, American Jewish this reason, we strongly support 
g National Education her nomination." 

American College of Officials of NAACP, NAACP 
;ict , and the American Legal Defense Fund, Operation 
'.ic Health Association. PUSH, National Urban League, 
frican American leaders and National Urban Coalition, 
1izations have described Dr. National Council of Negro ---
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By Orleld Dukes abortion groups. A highly lauded 
pediatrician and nationally respected 

WASHINGTON, D.C. • public health advocate. Dr. Elden 
After the shock and trauma of the 
derailed Lani Guinier nomination, 
the Clinlon administration has fully 
mobilized in support of Dr. Joycelyn 
Elders as America's firs I African 
American Surgeon General. 

''We must support 
Dr. Elders" 

••• ••• ·..::·:·:·.··:o\·:-:i-:-;-:-: 

Baille lines have been drawn 
between a broad cross-section of 
supporters of Dr. Elders and a 
coalition of ullra-conservative, 
Christian fundamentalist and anti-

Dr. Joycelyn Elders 
••. Clinton Nominee for 
U.S. Surgeon General 
faces challenge 

has become main target of the right. 
wing conservative movement 
because of her progressive views on 
health care. 

gain !lnate confirmatl9p.: '. Several American Jew~ Conpess.~nal 
days f foi» lhe opening cbnfinnalion Educa1ion A1soc~1~on: American 
heanng, scheduled for Friday, July College of Phys1c1ans, and lhe 
16 ~ore lhe Senale Commiuee on American Public Heallh 
Laboi and Human Resources, more -Association .. 

According lo C. Delores Tucker, lhaa; (20 organiza1ions had pledged African American leaders and 
presidenl of lhe Na1ional Polilical 

Congress of Black Women, these are 
lhe same ''mean-spirited people" who 
maliciously distorted the writings of 
Hillary Clinton and viciously 
attacked and tried lo discredit her al 
the 1992 Republican National 
Convention in Houslon. Tucker 
said, "1bese tactics didn't work lhen 
and they won •t work againsl Dr. 
Elders ... 

I 
President Bill Clinto as 

indicated lhat he stands firm '<l ·. d 
the Elders nominatio is 
prepared to ito the fu ce to 

. .'?> 

1het i supporl for Dr. Elders' organizations have described Dr. 

ij
. lion and confinnalion. MoSI E'lder's confinnalion as "urgent" and 

ese organiza1ions are "a must." AU agree lhllt she is 
minan1ly white and include the eminently qualified fer lhe post. 

·.. can Medical Associ~tion, At the NAACP convention, rep. 

LC{\*" (_)/\ 



iation 
For th~ reason, we strongly support 

Kweisi Mfume (D-MD) announced her nonination" 
that the Congressional Black Caucus Officials of NAACP, NAACP 
and NAACP were working with the Legal Defense Fund, Operation 
Clinton administration in solid PUSH. National Urban League. 
support of the Elders nomination. National Urban Coalition. National 

Ik Richard 0. Butcher, Council of Negro Women, National 
president of the National Medical Black Nurses Association. and 
Association, which represents the Nadonal Pan Hellenic Council urged 

·-.~~ =knn~~~!:..;-:t' their members to write members of 
1111111vn anu ~ the Senate in support of Dr. Elders' 

powers are two essential leadership. confinnation. 1 
skills needed to help prevent the Dr. Elders graduated from 
rampant spread of disease." Philander Smith College in Litrle 

Mrs. Coretta Scott King, Rock at the age of 18. She served as 
president of the King Center in physical therapist in rhe li.S. Army 
Atlanta, said: "America n~eds Dr. before earning her medical degree. 
Elders, and we can't afford lo let a and a Masrers Degree in 
politically motivated attempt to biochemistry from the University of 
distort her views (to) deny our Arkansas School of Medicine. She 
country of the services of this then trained in pediatrics at the 
outstanding leader in health care. I University of Minnesota Hospital 
think she is one of the finest medical and became chief pediatric resident at 
care administrators in the country." the University Hospital in 1961. 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, As a professor of pediatrics at 
president of lhe National Rainbow the University of Arkansas Medical 
Coalition, said De Elders would School and a researcher into the 
bring some unique assets to the causes and treatment of hormone­
office of U.S. Surgeon General. related illnesses, Dr. Elders has 
"She has a demonstrated record of authored more than 150 articles for 
public service, a long-term personal medical research publications. As 
and working relationship and the the Director or the Arkansas 
trust of the presidenr. The nation Deparrment of Health since 1987. 
needs and deserves her leadership." Dr. Elders has received numerous 

Robert W. Bogle, president of nalional awards for her outstanding 
the National Newspaper Publishers work and leadership in health care. 
Association, said, "The goal of As one NAACP official put it. 
President Clinton to have an "This country needs a Surgeon 
inclusive society is a concept that General who is not afraid to speak 
we black editors and publishers candidly ahout the difficult health 
embrace and endorse. Based on w~at care problems facing the nation. Dr. 
we know about Dr. Elders, we thmk Elders will he such a Surgeon 
she is ly qualified and .!'!~eneral.'' 
make Dent Surgeon General. 
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: inton Mobilizes Force~ 
All Out Fight On 
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B: ders Nomination 
gton Journal, Wllmln 

-- gton, North Carolina Th 
' Ul"Sday, July 22, 19~ 

By OFIELD DUKES 

Washington, D.C. •• After the shock and uauma of the derailed Lani 
'.Juinier nomination, the Clinton administration has fully mobilized in sup­
~n of Dr. Joycelyn Elders as America's first African American Surgeon 
General. 

Battle lines have been drawn between a broad cross-section of sup· 
porters of Dr. Elders and a coalition of ulua-conservative, Christian funda· 
menralist and anti-abortion groups. A highly lauded pediatrician and na· 
tionally respected public health advocate, Dr. Elders has become a main 
target of the right-wing conservative movement because of her progres­
sive views.on health care. 

According to C. Delores Tucker, president of the National Political 
Congress of Black Women, these are the same "mean-spirited people" 
who malis;iously distorted the writings of Hillary Clinton and viciously at· 
tacked and tried to discredit her at the 1992 Republican National Conven­
tion in Houston. Tucker said, "These tactics didn't work then and they 
won't work against Dr. Elders." 

President Bill Clinton has indicated that he stands firmly behind the 
Elders nomination and is prepared to go the full distance to gain Senate 
confirmation. Several days before the opening confirmation hearing, 

-

ed for Friday, July ~~.before the Senate Committee on Labor and 
esources, more than 120 organii.ations had pledged their support 

- lders' nomination an~ confirmation. ~ost of th~se organ~ti~ns 
ire predominantly white and include the Amencan Medical Assoc1auon, 
J\merican Jewish Congress, National Education Association, American 
:ollege of Physicians, and the American Public Health Association. 

African American leaders and organizations have described Dr. Elders' 
.::onfmnation as "urgent" and "a musL" All agree that she is eminently 
;iualified for the posL 

At the NAACP convention, Rep. Kweisi Mfume (D-MD) announced 
that the Congressional Black Caucus and NAACP were working with the 
Clinton adminisuation in solid support of the Elders nomination. 

Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, president of the National Medical Association, 
which represents the 15,000 black physicians, said "Dr. Elders' determina­
tion and persuasive powers are two essential leadership skills needed to 
help prevent the rampant spread of disease." 

Mrs. Coretta Scott King, president of the King Center in Atlanta, said: 
"America needs Dr. Elders, and we can't afford to let a politically 
motivated attempt to distort her views (to) deny our country of the ser­
vices of this outstanding leader in health care. I think she is one of the 
finest medical care administrators in the country." 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, president of the National Rainbow Coalition, 
said Dr. Elders would bring some unique assets to the office of U.S. 
Surgeon General. "She has a demonstrated record of public service. a 
long-term personal and working relationship and the trust of the presidenL 
The nation needs and deserves her leadership. n 

Robert W. Bogle, president of the National Newspaper Publishers Asso­
ciation, said, "The goal of President Clinton to have an inclusive society is 

cept that we black editors and publishers embrace and endorse. 
on what we know about Dr. Elders, we think she is highly qualified 

ould make an excellent Surgeon General. For this reason, we strong­
ly support her nomination." 

Officials of NAACP, NAACP Legal Defense Fund, Operation PUSH, -
National Urban League, National Urban Coalition, National Council of 
Negro Women, National Black Nurses Association, and National Pan Hel· 
lenic Council urged their members to write members of the Senate in sup­
port of Dr. Elders' confirmation. 

Dr. Elders graduated from Philander Smith College in Little Rock al the 
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.,,.~aders Rally To Support Jocelyn Elders 

By Ofield Dukes 
NATIONAL NEWSPAPER 
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION 

WASHINGTON - After the 
shock and trauma of the de­
railed Lani Guinier nomina­
tion. the Clinton adminis­
tration has fully mobilized 
in support of Dr. Jocelyn 
Elders as America's first Af­
rican American Surgeon 
General. 

Battle lines have been 
drawn between a broad 
cross-section of supporters 

\

of. Elders and a coalition of 
ultra-conservative Christian 
fundamentalists and anti­
abortion groups. A lauded pe-
diatrician and nationally re­
spected public health advo­
cate in Arkansas. Elders has 

ecome a main target of the 
1ght-w1ng conservative 

movement because of her 
progressive views on health 
care. In addition. Elders has 
come under fire for ftnanclal 
impropriety while' still on 
Arkansas' payroll. 

According to C. Delores 
Tucker. president of the Na­
tional Political Congress of 
Black Women. these are the 
·same "mean-splrtted people" 
who maliciously distorted 
the '#rtUngs of Hillary Clin-

ton and viciously attacked 
and trted to discredit her at 
the 1992 Republican Nation­
al Convention in Houston. 
Tucker said, 'These tactics 
didn't work then and they 
won't against Dr. Elders." 

President Clinton has indi­
cated that he stands firmly 
behind the Elders nomina­
tion and 1s prepared to go the 
distance to gain Senate con­
firmation. Several days be­
fore the opening confirma­
tion hearing before the 
Senate Committee on Labor 
and Human Resources. more 
than 120 organizations 
pledged their support for 
Elders' nomination and con­
firmation. Most of these or­
ganizations are predomi­
nantly white and include the 
American Medical Associa­
tion, American Jewish Con-

. gress. National Education 
Association. American Col­
lege of Physicians. and the 
American Public Health As­
sociation. 

African American leaders 
and organizations have de­
scribed Elders' confirmation 
as "urgent" and "a must." All 
agree she is qualifled for the 
post. 

At the NAACP convention 
last week in Indianapolis. 
Rep. Kweisi Mfume (D-Md.) 

announced that the Congres­
sional Black Caucus and 
NAACP were working With 
the Clinton administration 
tn support of the nominee. 

Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, 
president of the National 
Medical Association. which 
represents the 15.000 black 
physictans, said "Dr. Elders' 
determination and persua­
sive powers are two essential. 
leadership skills needed to 
help prevent the rampant 
spread of disease." 

Coretta Scott King, presi­
dent of the King Center in At­
lanta. said: "America needs 
Dr. Elders and we can't af­
ford to let a politically moti­
vated attempt to distort her 
views (to) deny our country of 
the services of this outstand­
ing leader in health care. I 
think she ts one of the finest 
medical care admJntstrators 
in the country." 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
president of the National 
Rainbow Coalition. said 
Elders would bring some 
unique assets as Surgeon 
General. "She has a demon­
strated record of public ser­
vice. a long-term personal 
and working relationship 
and the trust of the presi­
dent. The nauon needs and 
deseives her leadership." 
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medical care administramn in die .I By Ofleld Dukes 

W ASIUNGTON, DC - After the 
shock and trauma of the derailed 
Lani Guinier nomination, the Clinton 
adminisuation has fully mobilized in 
suppon of Dr. Joycelyn Elders as 
America's first African American 
Surgeon General 

Ballle lines have been drawn be-

and NAACP were worting with the 
Clinton administration in mlid sup­
pon of the Elders nominalion. 

Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, president 
of the National Medical Association, 
which represents the lS,000 blact 
physicians, said •0r. Elden' deter· 
mination and persuasive powers are 
two essential leadership mus needed 
to help prevent the rampant spread of .. 
disease. .. 

country: 
The Rev. Jesse Jackson, president 

of lhe National Rainbow Coalilion, 
said Dr. Elders would bring some 
unique asse11 to die office of U.S. 
Surgeon General. ·s11e bas a demon­
straled record of public service. a 
long-tenn penona1 and worting rela­
tionship and tbe lnlSl of the presi­
denL The wioD needs and deserves 
her leadership.• 

• ween a broad cross-section of sup­
ponas of Dr. Elders and a coalition 
.:>f ultra-conserv8tive, Christian fun­
.iamentalist and anti-abortion pou~. 

Mrs. Coreua Scott King, president 
of the King Center in Atlanta, said: Rabat W; Bogle, president of die 
• America needs Dr. Elden. and we National Newlpaper. Publishers 

A highlight lauded pediatrician and 
:iationally respected public health 
Jdvocate, Dr. Elders has become a 
main Wget of the right-wing conser­
vative movement because of her~­
gressive views on health care. 

can't afford to let a polilically moti- Association. said, 'The goal of 
· varcd anempt to diston her views President CliDtoa to have an inclu- i 

(to) deny our counuy of lbe RIYicea.. sive ~~- is ~.~ co~cept that we 
I of this outstanding leader in beabla btact -~ml pilblisbr:n emlnte 
; care. I think she is oae of die fiDell / .·: · t~. :i::. '; 

According to C. Delores Tucker, 
pruident of the National Political 

-~~;~~.: 
usly diStorUd ltlC Writings of 
Ointoo aricf ~Viciously at-

18Cked and tried IO diicrcdit her at 
the 1992 Republican National 
Convention in Houston. Tucker said. 
"1be9e tac:Ucs didn't work then and 
they won't work against Dr. Elders.• 

President Bill Ointon bis indi· 
calCd that he stands finnly behind lhe 
Elders nomination and is prepared IO 
go the full distance IO gain Senate 
confirmation. Several days before the 
opening confirmation hearing, 
scheduled for Friday, July 16 before 
the Senate Committee- on Labor and 
Human Resources, more than 120 
organizations bad pledged their sup­
pon for Dr. Elders' nomination an~ 
confirmation. Most of these organi· 
l.8tions are predominantly white and 
include the American Medical 
Association, American Jewish 
Congress, National Education -
Association, American College of 

· ians, and the American Public 
Association. 

·can AmericanJeaden and or­
ganizations have described Dr. 
Elden' confirmation as •urgent• and 
•a musL• An agree that she is emi­
nently qualified for the posL 

Al the NAACP convention, Rep. 
Kweisi Mfume (D-MD) announced 
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liriton Mobilizes Forces 
n. Elders Nomination 

By Ofield Dukes 

By Ofield Dukes 
Washington, DC -- After the 
ock and trauma of the derailed 
tni Guinier nomination, the 
inton administration has fully 
obilized in support of Dr. 
•Celyn Elders as America's first 
frican American Surgeon 
:neral. 
Battle lines have been drawn 
'ween a broad cross-section of 
Jporters of Dr. Elders and a 
:ilition of ultra-conservative, 
'ristian fundamentalist and anti­
Jrtion groups. A highly lauded 
diatrician and nationally 
.pected public health advocate, 
. Elders has become a main 
get of the right-wing 
1servative movement because of 

progressive views on health 

ding to C. Delores 
resident of the National 

l1t1cal Congress of Black 
1men, these are the same 
1ean-spirited people'• who 
liciously distorted the writings 
Hillary Clinton and viciously 
1cked and tried to discredit her 
.he 1992 Republican National 
:wention in Houston. Tucker 
1, "These tactics dido 't work 
n and they won't work against 
Elders." 

'resident Bill Clinton has 
cated that he stands firmly 
ind the Elders nomination and 
·epared to go the full distance 
gain Senate confirmation. 
!ral days before the opening 
:irmation hearing, scheduled 
Friday, July 16 before the 

1te Committee on Labor and 
1an Resources, more than 120 
mizations had pledged their 
oort for Dr. Elders' 
1ination and confirmation. 
;t of these organizations are 
i.tly white and include 

erican Medical 
) n, American Jewish 
gress, National Education 
'ciation, American College of 
icians, and the American 

·ic Health Association. 
.·rican American leaders and 
'lizations have described Dr. 

.t:.laers· confirmation as "urgent" 
~nd "a must." All agreee that she , 
is eminently qualified for the post. 

At the NAACP convention, 
Rep. Kweisi Mfune (D-MD) 
announced that the Congressional 
Black Caucus and NAACP were 
working with the Clinton 
adminstration in solid support of 
the Elders nomination. 

Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, 
president of the National Medical : 
Association, which represents the -
15,000 black physicians, said "Dr. 
Elders' determination and 
persuasive powers are two 
essential leadership skills needed to 
help prevent the rampant spread 
of disease." 

Mrs. Coretta Scott King, 
president of_ the King Center in 
Atlanta, said: "America needs Dr. 
Elders, and we can't afford to let 
a politically motivated attempt to 
diston her views (to) deny our 
country of the services of this ' 
outstanding leader in health care. 
I think she is one of the finest 
medical care administrators in the 
country." 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
president of National Rainbow 
Coalition, said Dr. Elders would 
bring some unique assets to the 
office of U.S. Surgeon General. 
"She has a demonstrated record 
of public service, a long-term 
personal and working relationship 
and the trust of the president. The 
nation needs and deserves her 
leadership." 

Rohen W. Bogle, president of 
the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association, said, 
"The goal of President Clinton to 
have an inclusive society is a 
concept that we black editors and 
pu.>lishers embrace and endorse. 
Based on what we know of Dr. 
Elders, we think she is highly 
qualified and would make an 
excellent Surgeon General. For 
this reason, we strongly suppon 
her nomination." 

Officials of NAACP, NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund, Operation 
PU~H, National Urban League, 
National Urban Coalition 
National Council of Negr~ 
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Elders resigns 
Arkansas post 

---- Almclated Presa 

• HOT SPRINGS, Ark. - Prcsl· 
dent Clinton reasaerted his sup­
port for his embattled surgeon gen­
eral nominee, taking her back to 
Washington In his plane yesterday 
after she resigned as director of the 
Arkansas Health Department. 

Mr. Clinton gave Dr. M. Joyce­
lyn Elders a sturdy hug as the two 
boarded a small prestdenttal jet. He 
Ignored a shouted question on 
whether he thought Dr. Elders 
could be confirmed. But he had 
told reporters a day earlter during a 
weekend visit to his home state 
that he did not think her nonuna­
Uon WU In trouble. 

Dr. Elden 8Ubsdttcd her resig­
nation yesterday as Arkansas 
health director. effective Immedi­
ately. She had been under fire for 
receiving a federal consulting fee : 
whlle drawtng her state salary. 1 

·As work towards my confinna- ' 
lion process Intensifies. I must · 
now devote all my efforts and ener­
t:/ to my new federal role: she sakl 
In her resignation letter. Her restg­
naUon had not been expected unUI 
her confirmation process was com­
plete. 

Max Parker, a spokeswoman 

for Arkansas Gov. Jim Guy Tuck­
er. said Dr. Elders contacted the 
governor Saturday and met With 
him yesterday for about 40 min­
utes . 

A Senate panel postponed hear­
ings on Dr. Elders' nomlnaUon last 
week after opponents raised ques­
tions about the dual paychecks. as 
well her family taxes and her posl­
Uon on an Arkansas bank board. 
C.Onservatlves have expressed op­
position to Dr. Elders because of 
frank statements she has made In 
support of abortion rights and sex 
education for children. 

While Mr. Clinton traveled from 
Little Rock by motorcade, Dr. 
Elders new the 50 miles aboard 
the prestdentlal aircraft with Chief 
or Staff Thomas F. -.tac1t• McLar­
ty. Dr. f'Jden then got crlf the plane 
only to~ K .,.an wtth Mr. 
Olnton befere teleYtalon t.81nCl"88. 

On Wedneaday, Mr. Tucker 
said he was not pleaaed when he 
learned that Dr. Elders was receiv­
ing federal pay while drawing her 
salary from the state health de· 
partment. 

i didn't know about this, didn't 
approve of this and wouldn't have 
approved of this,• he sak1. 

Dr. Elders did nothing Illegal by 
accepting the fee while retaining 
her job. according to a letter from 
Jack Kress. special counsel for 

".' ~ .... -. ~ ............ ····-· ... :.-.................. '• 

ethics at the Department of Health 
and Human Services. ---

In the letter. to Democratic Sen. 
Edward M. Kennedy of Massachu· 
setts. Mr. Kress saJd presidential 
nominees may work In ·an Inter· 
mlttent consultant capactty• at the 
federal agency to which they are 
nominated for up to 130 days 
without quitting their jobs. Mr. 
Kennedy's Labor Committee plans 
to hold Or. Elders' confirmation 
heartng Friday. 

In her letter of restgnatton. Dr. 
Elders said she had been dividing 
her time between the state agency 
and the U.S. PubHc Health Service 
since Aprtl. 

i have taken annual leave from 
Arkansas for the days I had to be 
WashlRCton. and I have always 
been able to p the !Arkansas 
HealUl Department) my fullest at· 
tentton when required: she wrote. 

In Washington, Democratic 
Rep. Kwetst Mfume of Maryland 
said on CBS's ·race the Nation" 
that he beHeved Mr. Clinton would 
back up Dr. Elders' nomination. 

"The White House has assured 
me three times In Just the last 
three days that they are flrmly 
committed to movtng forward with 
the nomination process and the 
confirmation process." said Mr. 
Mfume. who Is chairman of the 
C.Ongresstonal Black Caucus. 
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White House Prepares For Another ConfirITiation Battle 
By Staff Writer 

Known as one of the 
1ation's preeminent public 
1ealth officials, Dr. M. 
oycelyn Elders is expected 
J face Congressional con­
i rm ati on hearings next 
1eek in her quest to 
ccome the America's first 
llack surgeon general. 
And, there are rumors cir­

ulating Capitol Hill and 
ther parts of Washington, 
>.C. that Elders couW face 
1e same fate as Lani 
iuinier, whose nomination 
y President Clinton to 
ecome head of the U.S. 
ustice Department Civil 
ights Division was later 
·ithdrawn. In fact, Elders 
JS already drawn the ire of 
>me powerful conserva­
ves and anti-abortion 
roups regarding her posi­
ons on that specific issue. 

"The Congressional 
lack Caucus and all other 

civil rights groups are firm­
ly behind Dr. Elders," said 
Caucus Chairman Kweisi 
Mfume (D-Md.) at a recent 
NAACP Convention in 
Indianapolis. "We are so 
behind this nominee that 
there is not even a crack of 
daylight between our group 
and any other civil rights 
organization." 

Indeed, Mfume's remark 
was meant as a "warning" 
to Clinton if he fails to put 
the full weight of the White 
House behind the Elders' 
nomination. 

According to White 
House sources, however, 
the Elders' nomination is 
going to be different. 
Preparations have since 
begun for the upcoming 
confirmation hearing. And, 
other sources have also 
indicated that Clinton will 
not "turn his back" on 
Elders, as she is a native 

White House Chier or Staff Mack Mclarty (c) and other Clinton administration officals brier Surgeon General 

1
. 

nominee Jocelyn Elders (r) in preparation ror her upcoming confirmation hearing. 
White /louse l'hoto 

Arkansan, like President nity located in the south- guished career in medicine. the U.S. Army where she 
Clinton. west part of the state, Upon graduation from col- received training as a phys· 

Born in a small commu- Elders has had a distin- lege at age 18, she entered ical therapist By 1960, she 
was working as an intern at 
the University of 
Minnesota Hospital and 
later, as a pediatrician at the 
University of Arkansas 

I 
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• . , port of Dr. Elders E. . f edical research 

fl. ers 0ffilfiatl0fi ~:~. ~r~~~!~!tio~~- :s the Director 
0

} 
B Of lders graduated fr.om- rkansas Department o 

Y ield Dukes . . , Smith College in Little the A ince 1987 , Dr. Elde~s has 
Of Id D k .tlcters· confirmauon as "urgent" h age of 18. She served Heal~h sd numerous nauonal 

Y Ie U es ~nd '.'a must." ~II agreee that she ~'a~ therapist in the u,.s. receive for her outstanding work 
Washington, DC -- After the 1s emmently qualified for the post. e earning her med1c~l awards d hip in health care .. 

hock and trauma of the derailed At the NAACP convention, 
0~ Masters Degree 1n and lea er~AACP official put lt, 

_ani Guinier nomination, the Rep. Kweisi Mfune (D-MD) n afrom the University A~ one try needs a Surgeon . strY · · "This coun . k 
:linton administration has fullv announced that the Congressional School of Med1cme. al ho is not afraid to spea 
!'lobilized in support of Dr·. Black Caucus and NAACP were as . ed in pediatrics at Gene~ 1 w bout the difficult care 
ocelyn Elders as America's first working with the Clinton tr~~rsity of Minnesota candid Y a facing the nation. Dr. 
\frican American Surgeon adminstration in solid support of 

1 
mv d became chi~f problems ·n be such a Surgeon 

ieneral. the Elders nomination. ~~ nt at the University Elders W,
1
, 

Battle lines have been drawn Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, r.es\~6 1. General. 
etween a broad cross-section of presid~n~ of the !"lational Medical :~fessor of pediatrics at 
Jpporters of Dr. Elders and a Assoc1auon, which represents the 
oalition of ultra-conservative, 15,000 black physicians, said "Dr. 
hristian fundamentalist and anti- Elders' determination and 
Jortion groups. A highly lauded persuasive powers are two 
~diatrician and nationally essential leadership skills needed to 
·spected public health advocate, help prevent the rampant spread 
r. Elders has become a main of disease." 
rget of the right-wing Mrs. Coretta Scott King, 
inservative movement because of president of. the King Center in 
:r progressive views on health Atlanta, said: "America needs Dr. 
re. Elders, and we can't afford to let 
According to C. Delores a politically motivated attempt to 
1cker, president of the National distort her views (to) deny our 

· · al Congress of Black country of the services of this 
these are the same outstanding leader in health care. 

spirited people" who I think she is one of the finest 
1hc1ously distorted the writings medical care administrators in the 
Hillary Clinton and viciously country." 
acked and tried to discredit her The Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
the 1992 Republican National president of National Rainbow 
•nvention in Houston. Tucker Coalition, said .Dr. Elders would 
j, "These tactics didn't work bring some unique assets to the 
n and they won't work against office of U.S. Surgeon General . 
. Elders." "She has a demonstrated record 
:>resident Bill Clinton has of public service, a long-term 
icated that he stands firmly personal and working relationship 
ind the Elders nomination and and the trust of the president. The 
repared to go the full distance nation needs and deserves her 
gain Senate confirmation. leadership." 
eral days before the opening Robert W. Bogle, president of 
firmation hearing, scheduled the National Newspaper 
Friday, July 16 before the Publishers Association, said, 

ate Committee on Labor and "The goal of President•Clinton to 
nan Resources, more than 120 have an inclusive society is a 
mizations had pledged their concept that we black editors and 
port for Dr. Elders' puJlishers embrace and endorse. 
~ination and confirmation. Based on what we know of Dr. 
:t of these organizations are Elders, we think she is highly 
!ominantly white and include qualified and would make an 

American Medical excellent Surgeon General. For 
Jciation, American Jewish this reason, we strongly support 

National Education her nomination." 
, American College of Officials of NAACP, NAACP 

s, and the American Legal Defense Fund, Operation 
'.ic Health Association. PUSH, National Urban League, 
f"rican American leaders and National Urban Coalition, 
,izations have described Dr. National Council of Negro 
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v~c .. : nton n .ob1.1zes for.fight pn Elders • nom,: 
By Orteld Dukes abortion groups. J\ highly lauded 

pedialrician and nationally respected 
WASHINGTON, D.C. • public health advocate, Dr. Elders 

After the shock and trauma of the 
derailed Lani Guinier nomination, 
the Clinton administration has fully 
mobilired in support of Dr. Joycelyn 
Elders as America's firsl African 
American Surgeon General. 

'We must support 
Dr. Elders" 

Baille lines have been drawn 
between a broad cross-section of 
supporters of Dr. Elders and a 
coalition of ultra-conservative, 
Christian fundamentalist and anti-

Dr. Joycelyn Elders 
•. .Clinton Nomine. for 
U.S. S11rg•on General 
faces challenge 

has become main target of the right- gain rLenate confirmat!9f1. '. Several American Jewish Congress. National 
wing conservative movement days ~foro the opening cl)nfinnation Education As!ociation, American 
because of her progressive views on heariiig. scheduled for Friday, July College of Physicians. and the 
health care. 16 before the Senate Commiuee on American Public Health 

Labot and Human Resources, more .Association. 
According to C. Delores Tucker. than: (20 organizations had pledged African American leaders and 

president of the National Political 

Congress of Black '\\bmen, these are 
the same "mean-spirited people" who 
maliciously distorted the writings of 
Hillary Clinlon and viciously 
attacked and hied to discredit her at 
the 1992 Republican National 
Convention in Houston. Tucker 
said, "These tactics didn't wcrk then 
and they won't work against Dr. 
Elders." 

I 
President Bill Clinto as 

indicated that he stands furn d 4!d 
the Elders nominatio is 
prepared to go the fu ce lo 

~ 

the •• support for Dr'. Elders' organizations have described Dr. 
no ' lion and confirmarion. Most· Elder's confirmation as "urgent" and 
of these organizarions are "a musl." All agree· th~t she is 

minantJy white and include lhe eminently qualified fer the post. 
ican Medical AssocialiQn, At the NAACP convention, rep. 



iation 
For thu reason, we strongly support 

Kweisi Mfume (0-MD) announced her noninalion" 
lhal the Congressional Black Caucus Officials of NAACP, NAACP 
and NAACP were working with the Legal Defense Fund, Operation 
Clinton adminislralion in solid PUSH, National Urban League. 
support of lhe Elders nomination. National Urban Coalition, National 

Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, Council of Negro Women, National 
president of the National Medical Black Nurses Association. and 
Association, which represents the · Nadonal Pan Hellenic Council urged 
15,000 black phyllicians. said .. Dr. 1• !heir members 10 write members or 
· .P.J~· ~c1enniniili0ftinlf ~ve lhe Senate in support of Dr. Elders' 
powers are two essential leadership confirmation. 1 
skills needed lo help prevent lhe Dr. Elders graduated from 
rampant spread of~." Philander Smith College in Little 

Mrs. Corella Scoll King. Rock a1 the age of 18. She served as 
president of the King Center in physical therapist in lhe li.S. Army 
Atlanta, said: "America ~eds Dr. before earning her medical degree, 
Elders. and we can't afford lo let a and 8 Masters Degree in 
polilically motivated auempl to biochemistry from the Universily of 
distort her views (to) deny our Arkansas School of Medicine. She 
country of the services of this then trained in pediatrics at the 
outstanding leader in health care. I University of Minnesota Hospital 
lhink she is one of lhe finest medical and became chief pediatric re.o;ident at 
care administrators in the country." 1he University Hospital in 1961. 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson. As a professor of pediatrics al 
president of lhe National Rainbow lhe University of Arkansas Medical 
Coalition. said De Elders would School and a researcher inlo the 
bring some unique assets to the causes and treatment of hormone­
office of U.S. Surgeon General. related illnesses, Dr. Elders has 
"She has a demonstrated record of authored more than 150 articles for 
public service, a long-lenn personal medical research publications. As 
and working relationship and the the Director of the Arkansas 
trust of the president. The nation Department of Heallh since 1987, 
needs and deserves her leadership." Dr. Elders has received numerous 

Robert W. Bogle, president of national awards for her outstanding 
the National Newspaper Publishers work and leadership in health care. 
Association, said, "The goal of As one NAACP official pul it, 
President Clinton to have an "This country needs a Surgeon 

· inclusive society is a concept thal General who is not afraid lo speak 
we black editors and publishers candidly about the difficult health 
embrace and endorse. Ba.c;ed on w~al care problems facing the nation. Dr. 
we know about Dr. Elders, we thmk Elders will be such a Surgeon 
she is hi ly qualified and ~~J]encral." 
make ent Surgeon General. 
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=:Iinton Mobilizes Force~ 

-Wltmfn 
All Out Fight On 

ders Nomination 
gton Journal, Wltmfn 

-- gton, North Carolina T 
' hursday, July 22, 19' 

By OFIELD DUKES 

Washington, D.C. •• After the shock and trauma of the derailed Lani 
'Juinier nomination, the Clinton administration has fully mobilized in sup­
;x>n of Dr. Joycelyn Elders as America's first.African American Surgeon 
General. 

Battle lines have been drawn between a broad cross-section of sup­
poners of Dr. Elders and a coalition of ultra-conservative, Christian funda­
mentalist and anti-abortion groups. A highly lauded pediatrician and na­
tionally respected public health advocate, Dr. Elders has become a main 
target of the right-wing conservative movement because of her progres­
sive views.on health care. 

According to C. Delores Tucker, president of the National Political 
Congress of Black Women, these are the same "mean-spirited people" 
who mali~iously distorted the writings of Hillary Clinton and viciously at­
tacked and tried to discredit her at the 1992 Republican National Conven­
tion in Houston. Tucker said, "These tactics didn't work then and they 
won't work against Dr. Elders." 

President Bill Clinton has indicated that he stands furnly behind the 
Elders nomination and is prepared to go the full distance to gain Senate 
confinnation. Several days before the opening confirmation hearing, 

cheduled for Friday, July !.:. before the Senate Comminee on Labor and 
Resources, more than 120 organizations had pledged their suppon 
Elders' nomination and confurnation. Most of these organizations 

rr ominantly white and incl.ude the Am~rican M~c~ Associa~on, 
1 

American Jewish Congress, Nauonal Educauon Associauon, Amencan 
:ollege of Physicians, and the American Public Health Association. 

African American leaders and organizations have described Dr. Elders' 
.;onfinnation as "urgent" and "a musL" All agree that she is eminently 
:iualified for the posL 

At the NAACP convention, Rep. Kweisi Mfume (D-MD) announced 
that the Congressional Black Caucus and NAACP were working with the 
Clinton administration in solid suppon of the Elders nomination. 

Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, president of the National Medical Association, 
which represents the 15,000 black physicians, said "Dr. Elders' detennina­
tion and persuasive powers are two essential leadership skills needed to 
help prevent the rampant spread of disease." 

Mrs. Coretta Scott King, president of the King Center in Atlanta. said: 
"America needs Dr. Elders, and we can't afford to let a politically 
motivated attempt to distort her views (to) deny our country of the ser­
vices of this outstanding leader in health care. I think she is one of the 
finest medical care administrators in the country." 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, president of the National Rainbow Coalition, 
said Dr. Elders would bring some unique assets to the office of U.S. 
Surgeon General. "She has a demonstrated record of public service, a 
long-term personal and working relationship and the trust of the presidenL 
The nation needs and deserves her leadership." 

Robert W. Bogle, president of the National Newspaper Publishers Asso­
ciation, said, "The goal of President Clinton to have an inclusive society is 

ncepl that we black editors and publishers embrace and endorse. 
on what we know about Dr. Elders, we think she is highly qualified 

would make an excellent Surgeon General. For this reason, we strong-
ly suppon her nomination." 

Officials of NAACP, NAACP Legal Defense Fund, Operation PUSH, -
National Urban League, National Urban Coalition, National Council of 
Negro Women, National Black Nurses Association, and National Pan Hel­
lenic Council urged their members to write members of the Senate in sup­
pon of Dr. Elders' confirmation. 

Dr. Elders graduated from Philander Smith College in Little Rock at the 
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All the editorials stress the high stakes in passing the 
budget. According to most editorials, the budget will help 
determine the future of the Clinton administration, the economy 
and even the stability of international financial markets. Many 
editorials urge fiscal responsibility from Washington and mention 
Greenspan's support of the budget proposal. The Cleveland Plain 
Dealer says, "Clinton's plan drove long-term interest rates down 
to their lowest level in more than twenty years." Many 
editorials state that the budget proposal represents a serious 
attempt to reduce the deficit but find that an economic slump may 
threaten this effort. 

Some commentators believe that the thin vote margins in 
Congress may force the Clinton administration to agree to the 
expensivEl_demands of individual members. Others attack subsidies 
for smalM-businesses and entitlement spending. The New York 
Times says, "The Clinton budget looks almost the same as the one 
Bush asked for." Most articles find that the budget proposal 
distributes the tax burden equitably. 

Editorial writers widely praised the increase of the 
gasoline tax for several reasons. Gasoline remains at the lowest 
price in a half-century. The gas tax encourages conservation of 
energy and forces the auto-industry to produce more fuel 
efficient cars. Several editorials accuse Senator Boren 
putting special interests ahead of the nation's welfare. 
editorials viewed Boren's suggestion of holding a budget 
as not constructive or realistic. 

II. Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

of 
Many 

summit 

Editorials concerning the President's Supreme Court nominee 
were overwhelmingly positive. Ginsburg's widespread support 
prompted newspapers to call for her rapid confirmation. Many 
editorials echoed the sentiment of the LA Times that she is 
neither liberal nor conservative, but a believer in ideals that 
are "essential underpinnings to our society." The Baltimore Sun 
said, "Our view is that hers is a substantive liberalism, but in • 
terms of process she is very much a judicial moderate." The 
Dallas Morning News supported Ginsburg's view of judicial 
restraint when it said, "While Ruth Bader Ginsburg's views may be 
liberal, her approach on the bench has been one of caution." The 
Plain Dealer also weighed in on this subject: "Using her 
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conservative methods, she seems inclined to reach moderate-to­
liberal conclusions." 

Editorials also praised Ginsburg's openness with regard to 
abortion compared to Reagan-Bush nominees who seemed intent on 
obfuscating their position on the controversial subject. The 
Baltimore Sun, The Star-Tribune, Newsday, and The St. Louis Post­
Dispatch all commended Ginsburg's unequivocal support of a 
woman's right to an abortion. 

III. Joycelyn Elders 
Just as most newspapers praised President Clinton's choice 

for Supreme Court nominee, the majority also supported his 
nomination of Joycelyn Elders as surgeon. general. The Atlanta 
Constitution declared Elders "an excellent choice," and the 
Detroit Press admired her dedication to·the "health and welfare 
of the young and the poor." The Dallas Morning News commented 
that "President Clinton has stood by her" despite attempts made 
by conservatives to "discredit her and embarrass the president." 

Seve·ral editorials criticize Elder' s opponents for trying 
to shift the focus from her outstanding record and her ideas to 
unproven allegations of "double-dipping" and failing to recall a 
faulty condom supply. The Star Tribune and the LA Times both 
noted that Elders's ideas are similar to those of the highly 
respected former Surgeon General c. Everett Koop, and question 
why her ideas are portrayed as radical while his were not. 

The Detroit News and the Chattanooga Free Press were the 
only detractors. The Detroit News argued that they "don't agree 
with almost any of her public policy decisions," yet praised 
Elders for "speaking her mind." The Chattanooga Free Press was 
the sole opponent of the nomination; the editorial described her 
as "tart-tongued" and lambasted her for "having a long record of 
bad judgment in promoting abortion and juvenile sexual activity." 
With the exception of these two opinions, the majority of the 
editorials responded with unequivocal support. 

IV. National Service: 
Except for the Wall Street Journal, all of the editorials 

supported the Presidents proposed National Service plan. The 
editorials characterized Robert Dole and other Republican 
senators as doing anything to make President Clinton look bad. 
The New York Times stated that "Robert Dole seems to be 
marshaling a filibuster to deny President Clinton a major 
legislative victory at any cost." The L.A. Times described 
National Service as "a cost-effective way to help Americans help 
themselyes." 

The Wall Street Journal was the only editorial which 
criticized the National Service plan. The Wall Street Journal 
describes National Service as "growing into a middle class 
entitlement." It also stated that the plan will "put kids to 
work at jobs that everybody agrees aren't worth doing." 
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A Budget Worthy of Mr. Bush 
If the conferees who will meet this week to 

finish a budset stick to their present path. they'll 
likely hand President Clinton a package much like 
the one Georwe Bush signed three years ago. ls that 
what America voted for? 

The conferees are about to recommend chop­
ping deficits by abollt S500 billion over five years. 
pnmanly by cumng defense. trimming Medicare. 
raising income taxes and imposing a gasoline tax. 
But that's exactly what Congress did under Presi­
dent Bush three years ago. 

Mr. Clinton promtSed voters more than a re­
hash. He pledged to end the consumpuon frenzy of 
the 1980's by turning the Federal budget toward 
investments in infrastructure. children and train­
ing. But Congress 1s veenng in a different direction. 
Unless it turns around. and fast. Mr. Clinton's 
victory in getting a deficit-reduction package 
through Congress will be hollow. 

• 
There's nothing wrong with the overall target. 

The conferees appear headed for a package that 
would reduce the deficit by the fifth year to aboUt 
S280 billion - a prudent target because at that level 
ttie nation's debt would grow no faster than the 
economy. And the mix of wees is aboUt right. 
FolloWing Mr. Clinton's lead. Congress would raise 
wees on the rich by aboUt SUICI billion and impose a 
gas tax that would likely cost a middle-class family 
less than S50 a year. 

But what aboUt investment? Congress knocked 
tens of billions from discretionary spending that 
Mr. Clinton proposed. And it seems unprepared to 
prune old programs to make way for Mr. Clinton's 
initiatives. Tbat probably means that most of his 
plans to hike spending on worker tra.inin& educa­
tion. mass transit and technological research will 
be slashed. He'll be lucky to save a thtrd of his 
investment program. 

This week the budget conferees will tum to 
energy taXeS and entitlements. The disagreements 
are narrowing, but still imponant. The senate 
would Impose a S20 blWoa gas tax; the House wou!d 

raise S70 billion from an energy tax. The House 
would use the extra revenue to subsidize low-paid 
workers. create enterprise zones in depressed areas 
and spur investment in small businesses. 

The small-business subsidies are ill-designed 
and not worth preserving. But the enterpnse zones. 
though modest. are an important symbolic gesture 
to ailing cities - the only aid they'll see in the 
budget package - and are important to winning 
support among the Congressional Black Caucus and 
House liberals. 

Tax credits to the working poor and higher food 
stamp allowances for beleaguered families are 
more than symbolic. These programs lie at the 
heart·of Mr. Clinton's pledge to lift families with at 
least one full-time worker above poveny. The 
House delivered on this pledge by proVlding large 
tax credits to low-wage workers. enhanced food 
stamp allotments and money for iMovauve pro­
grams to help distressed families . 

However, the Senate had to reduce or eliminate 
each of these programs once it cut the Haase's 
energy tax by S50 billion. Under the Senate plan, 
many poor families. for example workers without 
children, would suffer because they would gel no 
offset to the higher gas taX. 

The conferees must decide first the liz8 of the 
gas taX. If they settle on less than around I cents a 
gallon - which would raise aboUt S20 bllllla more 
than the Senate bill - then there will noc be eaougb 
money to eleVate the working poor aoave payeny 
and fimd urban enterprise zones. 

some Western senaton oppose gas tues above 
the Senate leVel of 4 cents because, they daim, It 
hits hard at their rural consuments. They euuer· 
ate. Regional disparities in the gas Wt are small 
and. besides, the income tax hikes hit hard at East 
Coasl cities. Overall a package with an II cent gas 
tax would be fair. . .. 

Congress is moving to hand Mr. Clinton a 
budgeL But if it shonchanges the gas Wt or the 
President's spending initiatives, 1t won't be a budg· 
et that invests in the future and it won't be a VictOry 
for those who voted for an economic turnabout. 

Budget Time ""'F HE SHAKIES rule the day." That's 
how Sen: John Breaux was quoted as 
describing the budget situation yester· 

day. No one understands better than he: it was 
Mr. Breaux who suggested only a few days ago 
that the budget conferees solve their problem of 
how to reduce the deficit while minimizing both 
tax. increases and spending cuts by ... doing less 
def1c1t reduction. But Mr. Breaux. to judge by his 
performance so far, will be the good soldier in the 
end. The worst of the wavering Democrats are 
not those like him, who cheerfully suggest doing 
less. They are the sanctimonious ones who say 
they'd love to vote for this deficit reduction plan 
except that it doesn't do ~ 

The current chief practitioner of this ploy is 
Sen. David Boren, but he is hardly the only 
member of the school. The great problem with the 
president's proposal, he said again the other day 
was that ~it does not do enough.• You hear th~ 
same argument from others, and you wonder 
wher_e they all were the past 12 years as the 
defictt wtdened, the national debt quadrupled and 
interest on the debt rose to a seventh of the 
budget, crowdi.1111 out much else. Were these 
incipient heroes not in Congress all that while? 
And now that they have the opponunity to begtn 
to reverse that crippling course, their claim is that 
the reversal is incomplete. What transparency. 

The budget conference is hung up on the issue 
of an energy tax. The president proposed a 
strong one: Mr. Boren and others from energy 
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states were able to weaken it. It is now essential­
ly a gasoline tax increase of about a nickel a 
gallon. The conferees need a couple of extra 
pennies a gallon both to meet and to marshai the 
votes for t~e. presidenfs objectives of cutting the 
budget def1c1t without ignoring the social deficit 
ov~r the next five years. The pennies are insig­
nificant; the estunated cost of the gasoline to 
dnve 100 miles in this country has fallen in real 
terms from $8.65 in 1976 to less than $4.25 
today. The people who have to drive the most 
have gamed the most; can they not afford to give 
back a dime? Nor tS the total revenue involved 
that great-some $3 billion or $4 billion a year 
over five years. Mr. Boren and other such 
preachers would have you believe that a great 
principle is at stake in this-tu increases vs. 
spending cuts. The money is less than half ol a 
percent of federal revenues or federal spending. 

The president's plan would reduce the likely 
deficit some 40 percent five years from now. It is 
balanced in the way it spreads the burden aaosa 
the society; those who would pay most are those 
with the greatest ability to pay. There is no 
alternative in play. Mr. Boren calla for a "summit." 
but there has been a summit-the kind called for in 
the Constitution. A newly elected president made a 
proposal to a new e!ected Congress, which waBed 
its will and now must do so a final time. No 11111re . 
backing or filling or dodging: there'll be another 
chance another year. The choice is yes or oo. Do 
the Democrats govern or duck? 
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Congress: Pass the budget, puhleeze 
President Clinton's economic recipe for the na­
tion. now stewing in the unholy cauldron of a 
House-Senate conference committee, is so badly 
mixed up it is difficult to recognize the original 
ingredients. But it's palatable: It offers reasonably 
nutritious job creation. deficit reduction and re­
sourcc_rcallocation: it trims the deficit to about 
$200 billion over time without crippling the econ­
omy: it makes specific program cuts. and it helps 
hold down long-tenn interest rates. Struggling 
Democrats should join to overcome the nattering 
negativism of solid Republican opposition. main­
tain as much of the House plan as possible. and 
pass it. 

Vice President Al Gore was cautiously optimistic 
about passage Monday during his Twin Cities 
visit. But congressional vote margins are so razor 
thin that conference committee members can be 
forced to indulge the expensive demands of indi­
vidual legislators. The last-minute effon to in­
crease the subsidy for business meals is a distaste­
ful example: it should be rejected. 

The superior House version would raise $72 bil­
lion over five years with a broad-based energy tax. 
The Senate passed a pathetic 4.3-cent gasoline tax 
that would raise $22 billion. The conference de-

bate has narrowed to a tax of between 6 cents and 
9 cents a gallon. What timidity: we remind Con­
gress that Ross Perot urged a gasoline-tax increase 
of a dime a year. SO cents over five vears. The kev 
isn't the size of the gasoline tax ·but what the 
money goes for. 

The Clinton plan rightly invests the proceeds ' 
neglected cities. infrastructure. technology, ed1 
tion. job training and crucial tax credits that . 
the working poor out of poveny. Conferees should 
maintain what remains of Clinton's future-orient­
ed focus by passing the highest gas tax possible 
while gasoline remains at the lowest price. adjust­
ed for inflation. in a half-century. U!gislators 
needn't be concerned with scare stories about 
regional disparities in the effect of the gas-tax 
increase. What minor disparities there are - $20 
to $50 a year - would be offset by income-tax 
disparities that go the other way. 

With the GOP (Gridlock on Progress) smirking on 
the sidelines, congressional Democrats need to 
show the nation that they and their administrati 
can work together to provide. at least in pan 
change that voters sought last November. B 
they take a summer break. they need to pass 
remains of the Clinton economic plan. 
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CLINTONOMICS 
Budget should include entitlement caps 

After his first six months in office. Bill approved levels would have to be financed 
Clinton must have certainly learned, as Sid· through reducing spending elsewhere, or 
ney Blumenthal of the New Yorker wrote through a vote to change the levels. . 
recently, "There appears to be no place he The Senate included no such mechanlSm 
can stand outside the deficit's shadow." The in the budget plan it recently approved. 
national debt Bill Clinton inherited will While the Senate plan, like the House's, does 
indeed affect every domestic decision he cap growth in discretionary spending 
makes as president. (roads. parks. housing. etc.). it does not take 

Of course. House and Senate budget con- on entitlement spending. 
ferees now are trying to finalize a deficit Yet that budget component is driving the 
reduction plan the president presented ear· budget's growth. and thus the deficit's rise. 
lier this year. A key difference between the Consider that nearly SO percent of all fed· 
House and Senate is over whether to cap eral spending is related to direct payments 
spending on so-called entitlement programs. to individuals. . . 
such as Medicare and farm price supports. If Democratic senators are interested in 

After much work by Rep. Charles Sten· giving their party's leader some domesuc 
holm, D.Stamford. the House approved a breathing room. they will agree in the bud· 
mechanism by which the growth in entitle· get conference to a cap in entitlement 
ment spending can be controlled. In early spending. Only by controlliD:g m~datory 
June, the House approved a budget plan that spending will they allow Bill Clinton a 
allows for entitlement increases over the moment's reprieve from the deficit's shad· 
next five years. Yet any spending over the ow. That's not an unreasonable request. 
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Brass-knuckles time on the budget 
From the start it promised to be a squeaker. but 

lawmakers still were expected to pass a compromise 
version of President Clinton's economic plan before 
they left for their August recess next week. 

Now. however. rebellious Democrats are threaten­
ing to pull their support. a move that could sink the 
Clinton deficit-reduction package. With Republicans 
refusing to cooperate at all, Clinton can't afford 
Democratic defections. He needs to dig in and play 
hardball with the recalcitrants. 

Oklahoma Sen. David Boren. for one. warned he 
would switch sides if "dramatic" changes weren't 
made in the developing conference committee plan. 
This past spring, Boren led a gang of maverick sena­
tors who wanted to substitute more spending cuts 
for the president's proposed broad-based energy tax. 
They managed to get that tax killed. Now. Boren 
says, the conference committee plan doesn't do 
enough to control entitlement spending. He wants to 
scrap it all and hold a bipartisan summit 

In his earlier mutiny, Boren raised legitimate, 
constructive questions. Now he comes across as a 
narrow-minded, oil-state senator more interested in 
fighting fUel taxes and protecting special friends 
than in serving the nation. 

If Boren were but one defector. Clinton might ig­
nore him. But because the margin for victory is so 
thin and tenuous and because Boren could swing 
other Democratic votes, the president should pull no 
punches to get him, and his ilk. back in line. 

Clinton has been working quietly to convert op-

ponents, but he must do more. He must be a persua· 
sive, forceful proponent. letting the American people 
and lawmakers like Boren know in no uncertain 
terms what the consequences will be if his plan fails. 

Although there are some key diJferences yet to be 
resolved in conference. the elements of the plan are 
clear. It will reduce deficits by about l500 billion 
over five years, primarily by raising taxes on the 
wealthy, cutting defense spending, curbing Medicare 
and boosting gasoline taxes by some amount 

It's not a perfect package: it's too heavily weighted 
toward tax increases and it leaves too many spend­
ing cuts for later. But it's a first step by a Democrat· 
ic administration and a Democrat-controlled Con· 
gress to bring down the deficit and stop America 
from continually borrowing against its tuture. 

In a speech Monday in Chicago, Clinton admitted 
his plan is only a start. Reducing the deficit. improv­
ing education. rewarding work. reforming welfare 
and cutting health spending are related. he said. but 
"we must begin by bringing the deficit down." 

He's right And it would only add to the uncertain· 
ty to drop everything now and begin a new, bipar­
tisan budget summit that would be contentious and 
time-consuming. And other than sticking to their 
pledge of no new taxes. the Republicans haven't of· 
fered any credible deficit-reduction alternatives. 

The nation has decided that Washington must 
begin to demonstrate fiscal responsibility. Clinton 
has offered a first step. He must get tough and make 
sure he gets it. It's time to play hardbalL 
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Greenspan' s plea, Clinton's plan 
When Alan Greenspan speaks. the financial 

markets listen - and so should anyone who 
hopes that the U.S. economy .will soon pull out of 
its slow-growth stall. The chairman of the Federal 
Reserve system bluntly warned Congress last week 

• that. if lawmakers fail to approve a deficit reduc­
tion package. international money markets may go 
havwire. 

Hard bargaining is under way in a House-Senate 
confe!Jllce committee. which must reconcile the 
two chambers' differing budget plans before Con· 
gress begins its summer recess in early August. If 
the negotiators falter. Greenspan \l.o.rned. a budget 
failure could have a ruinous impact on the finan­
cial markets. "If vou [lawmakers! appear to be 
backing off' from ·deficit reduction. said the Fed 
chief. "I think the markets would react. ap~ropr1-
ately. negatively. I think we have run out ot time. 
. . . If we don't come to gnps with this [deficit] ,1,s­
sue now. we'll always find the means not to do 1t. . 

. Anticipating the approval of a version of Pres1-
:c: dent Bill Clinton's plan. the markets have already 

driven long-term interest rates down. to their low­
est levels m more than 20 years. he said. Low inter­
est rates have sent a surge of low-cost capital mto 
the economv: That has helped homeowners refi· 
nance their. mortgages. corporations restructure 

their balance sheets. and businesses pick up the 
pace of job creation. But if Congress thwans deficit 
reduction. jittery financiers could send interest 
rates upward again - thus choking off the recov­
ery. 

House and Senate negotiators seem headed to­
ward a compromise that. in most respects. resem­
bles Clinton's original outline. The final bill Will 
likelv resemble the Senate's idea of a tax on only 
transportation fuels. shunning the House-passed 
tax on all energy sources. But House touches. d1.s­
carded by the Senate. that should be retained in 
the final bill include: a more generous investment 
incentive for small business. a cut in the cap1tal­
gains tax for new investments. an increased 
Earned Income Tax Credit for the working poo~ 
and an imaginative federal "empowerment zone 
initiative for distressed inner cities . 

Greenspan predicted that enactment of deficit 
restraints and a workable health-care plan could 
eventually leave ··the U.S. econo~y ... healthier 
and more vibrant than m decade.s. That 1s all the 
more reason for Congress to deVIse a plan that at­
tacks the deficit and trims wasteful government . 
spending. 
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BUDGET FAIRNESS 7121 

Ginton s basic principles should guide final choice,s 

A 
s the final versions of President 
Bill Clinton's budget and deficit· 
reduction plans are hammered 
out in conference between the 

. House and Senate, the key principles of 
·what the nation's chief executive is trying 
to accomplish should guide the decisions. 

One of those principles is fairness of 
taxation, which during the Reagan years 
moved away from the valuable fiscal and 
social doctrine that the amount paid should 
be tied to the ability to pay. As the nation 
struggles to come up with revenues to 
reduce the budget deficit and begin to slow 
down the growth of the debt nm up during 
the past two administrations, tax rates for 
those with the highest incomes should rise. 

The president sought a corporate in­
come tax rate of 36 percent, which more 
nearly corresponds to the new top personal 
rates, but the 35 percent approved by the 
House and the Senate is defensible. Either 
rate serves to recogni1.e the importance of 
keeping taxation below levels that drain 
investment and depress production, but 
high enough to pay for programs that 
benefit all Americans, including spending to 
develop and maintain the nation's physical 
and human infrastructure. 

In that context. the value of the earned­
income tax credit for the working poor 
should be obvious. It is the main govern-

ment program that rewards the poor for 
working, especially at wage levels so low 
that the incentive could otherwise be great 
to sit back and rake in a bit less. 

There has been more disagreement 
over whether the eamomic stimulus the 
president thinks is needed in fact is. The 
package he sought, including other taX 
relief for business, was scaled back greatly. 
What remains is the minimum chance he 
should be given to tackle recovery. 

Mr. Clinton's national service plan 
places a new emphasis on instilling in yotmg 
people a sense of responsibility for society, 
and an obligation to help improve our life in 
common. Those values played no small pan 
in the nation's past prosperity, and have a 
role to play in national renewal. 

It is similarly good public policy to raise 
the federal tax on gasoline by what probably 
will be about 4.6 cents a gallon. The tax 
would yield badly needed revenue, while 
encouraging energy conservation and en­
hancing the incentive for automakers to 
improve fuel efficiency further. 

Mr. Clinton, like any other president, 
gets only to fiddle at the margins of national 
spending. For the sake of his having the 
chance to do what he, as the people's chief 
elected official, believes should be done. it is 
important tbat his principles and priorities 
carry the day . 

• 
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Ginsburg: Supremely qualified 
W ith her well-reasoned testimony last week be­

fore the Senate Judiciary Committee. federal 
appeals court Judge Ruth Bader Ginsburg proved 
that she fulfills the high standards for a Supreme 
Court appointee. 

When the Judiciarv Committee votes on her 
nomination tomorrow: the lawmakers should rec­
ommend Ginsburg·s speedy confirmation by the 
full Senate. Her addition to the Rehnquist Court. 
replacing retiring Justice Byron R. White. should 
be a welcome moderating influence that helps 
keep justice balanced in America·s traditi6nal legal 
center. 

Ginsburg. who has served for 13 years on the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. 
used the Senate hearings to articulate her respect 
!or settled legal precedent. The first Supreme 
Court nominee by a Democratic president since 
1967. Ginsburg used reasoning that seemed to im­
press even the skeptics among the Judiciary pan­
el's conservative Republicans: She carefully 
weighs each case·s facts before reaching her legal 
conclusions. rather than imposing any preordained 
th~rv of constitutional law onto the case. 

Drsing conservative methods. she seems inclined 
to reach moderate-to-liberal conclusions. Her re· 

strained legal style was evident in her answers to 
the most sensitive line of senators· questioning: 
She 1s a strong supporter of abortion rights. yet 
she also sees room to differ with some of the logic 
in Justice Harry A. Blackmun·s pnvacy-rights 
precedent in the 1973 Roe vs. Wade decision. Her 
reliance on the 14th Amendment's '"equal protec­
tion clause."' distinct from Blackmun·s focus on its 
··liberty clause ... is typical of the d.lscermng style 
she has used on the federal appeals bench. 

Given her willingness to explore her legal rea­
soning on abortion rights. it was somewhat disap­
pointing that Ginsburg declined several Republi· 
can senators' invitation to discuss other unsettled 
areas of constitutional law - notablv. whether the 
Eighth Amendment's prohibition o(·cruel and un­
usual punishment" should cover the modern-day 
death penalty. Yet Ginsburg <like other recent Su­
preme Coun nomineesJ correctly insisted that a 
prospective justice must not foreshadow his or her 
position on any specific issue that might reach the 
court. 

Ginsburg's intellect and balanced style give her 
the potential to be an outstanding Justice. P 
dent Bill Clinton's first appointment to th1 
preme Coun merits confirmation . 
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Ginsburg's testimony lives up to expectations 

Anyone who followed last week's confir­
;'JDlltion hearings on Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
'had to be impressed with the jurist's intel­
lect and philosophy. 
· From the moment President Clinton 

:named her to be the 107th justice of the U.S. 
:supreme Court last month, people have 
:toaed labels in Judge Ginsburg's direction. 
.:Some have called her a "liberal." citing her 
,work u an attorney for the American Civil 
Liberties Union in the 1970s. Others have 
.called her a ·conservative" of sorts, pointing 
· ~t that u a judge she has sided with Repub­
'"lican appointees more often than with her 
·'fellow Democrats. Who's for real - Ruth 
:·8ader Ginsburg the advocate or Judge Gins· 
burg the judicial conservative? Last week's 
hearings provided the answer: Both. 

, The passion that markesd her earlier life 
.as a courtroom advocate for women's rights 
··came through loud and clear as the nominee 
··forcefully expressed her personal support 
"for abortion rights. But she also took pains 
··to distinguish between her former role as a 
·lawyer and her present position as a judge: 
"We must always remember that we live in a 
democracy that can be destroyed if judges 
tue it upon themselves to rule as Platonic 

guardians" who impose their own vision of 
government upon society. While Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg's views may be "liberal.· her 
approach on the bench has been one of 
caution. 

In both her opening remarks and in 
responses to senators· questions. the nomi· 
nee emphasized the importance of judicial 
restraint. "A judge should decide the case 
before her without reaching out to cover 
cases not yet seen." she declared. While con­
servatives on the Judiciary Committee 
sometimes were frustrated in their attempts 
to find out Judge Ginsburg's views on issues 
other than abortion. her overall respect for 
judicial limits should provide some reassur­
ance that she will be appropnately cautious 
about legislating from the bench. Her phi· 
losopby is likely to be quite compatible with 
that of the court's centrist members. 

Despite the fact that Judge Ginsburg was 
nC1t President Clinton's first choice for the 
job, she bas withstood the intense scrutiny 
that surrounds court nominations and has 
proved herself to be eminently qualified. 
The Senate Judiciary Committee should 
have no difficulty recommendmg her con­
firmation when it votes this week . 

I: 
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A nominee who says what she thinks 
When Supreme Coun nominees show up for con­
firmation hearings. the Senate Judiciary Commit­
tee typically asks their views on abonion. When 
they're asked. nominees usually hem and haw. 
Until this week. when nominee Ruth Bader Gins­
burg did something almost unthinkable: She said 
what she thinks. Her candor revealed much that is 
comfoning about the up-and-coming justice. 

"This is something central to a woman's life. to 
her dignity.'· Ginsburg explained Wednesday. "It's 
a decision that she must make for herself. And 
when government controls that decision for her. 
she's·bemg treated as Jess than a fully adult human 
responsible for her own choices." Thus did the 
nominee express her belief that a woman has a 
constitutional right to end a pregnancy. And Gins­
burg ventured a mildly unconventional basis for 
her outlook: In her eyes. the abonion right is 
secan:d not just by the Constitution's implicit 
privacy guarantee ......:. but aiso by its explicit equal­
protection promise. 

disclosure. For years. high-coun nominees have 
guarded their thoughts about Roe vs. Wade like 
trade secrets - declining to answer even the most 
general inquiries about the 1973 ruling's constitu­
tional underoinnings. Most have insisted it would 
be improper to speak up on anv matter likelv to 
come before the coun. But that cov claim ·has 
often been used to keep Americans ·in the dark 
about a nommee·s Judicial philosophy. It's cenam­
ly proper ior nominees to shy away from forecast· 
ing their votes on specific cases. But it's utterlv 
wrong for them to conceal their long-standing 
ideas about what the Constitution means. 

Ginsburg's opinion is hardly as stanling as its 

Ginsburg's unexpected openness on Roe vs. Wade 
offers assurance that she shares the widespread 
view that decisions about pregnancy should be 
made by the people who must live with them. It 
grants Americans a clearer sense of the mind and 
manner of a high-coun contender. Before senators 
empower a judge to reshape the legal landscape. 
thev at least deserve to know how she or he sees it. 
Now that they know. they need not hesitate to 
confirm this uncommonly candid jurist. 

Judge Ginsburg's employment practices 
"Suppose a small business in a major ciry that 

was maionty black had never hired a black 
person. e\'en though that business in over a 
decade had hired more than SO people. Fur-

ther suppose that a disappointed black job applicant 
filed a discrimination suit. but he or she was unable to 
provide any dlrect evidence of intentional discriiruna­
tion by the employer. 

"Would such statistics, standing alone. in your View 
justify an inference of racial discrimination by the 
employer. and would that employer. in your view. to 
avoid an expensive and protracted lawsuit that could 
cost hundreds of thousands of dollars. be justified in 
using quotas or other forms of racial preferences to 
eliminate the ·manifest imbalance'?" 

So wondesct Utah Sen. omn Hatch Last week dur· 
ing c:onfinnllhon hearings for Supreme Coun nominee 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg. It's an important question. and 
for lots of small businesses. more than a hypothetical 
one. Ml: Hatch explained that he knew of a lot of cases 
of small businesses "suffering the stings of these em­
ployment discrimination cases." 

The average cost of defending a business in such 
cases is SS0.000, said Mr. Hatch. and that was pnor ID 
the passage of the 1991 civil rights act. The cost is 
probably ~ higher now. he suggested. 

Judge Ginsburg did not respond directly ID the 
question, but refen'ed ID a case in\'olving a CalifDmia 
highway department and its hiring of a woman instmd 
of a man who scored higher than she did on an applica­
tion tat. The nominee made two main points: first. that 
the department had no women in its 238 positions and 
second, that the test on which the male apphamt 
scored higher was based in pan on a subjective imel'­
view. one that would allow for ''Uncoosdous bias" 
against women. A 238-person department without any 
women made Judge Ginsburg wonder "Whether the 
employer wasn't in fact engaged unconsciously in de-

nymg full and equal treaanent ID the women." 
How then ID account for Judge Ginsburg's own hir­

ing practices? It turns out that the hypothetical small 
business ID which Ml: Hatch referred was her own. In 
a majority black city - Washington. D.C. - she hired 
not one black applicant ID serYe as law clerk during a 
period of 13 years. All S7 of her law clerks 'Wl!re whiie. 
Was she guilty of unconscious bias and a wbill!Hnly 
hiring practice? 

"I do want ID say that I haw tried. ... And lam IOing 
ID try harder. and if you confirm me fur this job, my 
attraCtJvmess to black gndjdaes is going to illlprow!." 
Judge Ginsburg rapaaded. Mc Hatch amaoied -
and his colleagues twrmdlJ cDmwed tbe sabjec:L 

lots of b w "lly" not to diaa :imiuaJe. J..ocs of 
busineaea prami9e Delo beam' iD tbe fUIUl'e. But Ibey 
still end up haYiD8 ID spsxl tm1and1 of cloillln de­
fending tbemleM!s iD coun, lllld Ibey still haw to piy 
penalties - botb in cash and repuraam, if Ibey can't 
do better tban Judge Gimbarg. 

Had. say, Robert Bork been acaum of similar hir· 
ing pracbces, one can just imagine tbe ~ 
smirking, the Judiciary Cmnm;tw 1"'1setime and 
the special-ima'est outl'Ble CMr a claim tbat he had 
"tried." But ~ mind. Tbere is DO reaoa ID doubt 
that Judge Ginsburg bas tried to hire and wauld 
wannly 'Mdalme bladt clerks. H~ tbe abm1ure 
number of black law sdloal gradums witb qualifica­
tions apptupi ialB lbr a deiUbiJi m the most impca rant 
appeais amt iD tbe aatiaD and a cllemre to bePa their 
law careers witb such a de !t4d1• ii prababty nae l8qe. 
And mat pool is not ia die ilmt Nillld ID tbe racial 
c:om1••rii .. al die city iD wbidl die mun litl. 

This is aut a problem am, judges ~ ~ 
When sbe joins tbe bigb CllUl't, bere'I .... Judie 
Ginsburg wan't iqet tier on apmimce ill tbis mea 
and mat sbe wan't b:lld ocber' eiii'*'7a• ill tbia caumry 
ID 8 staDdard she llenelf couldn't nat. 
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A Superb Pick by the President 
Enthusiastic support for judge Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

In nominating Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg for the U.S. Su­
preme Court, President Clin­
ton has made an extremely 
good choice. Perhaps the 
strongest testament to her 
qualifications is that, aside 
from Democratic delight with 
her performance in Senate 
Judiciary Committee hearings 
last week. even conservative 
Republicans have been moved 
to concede an easy confirma­
tion. The Senate panel plans 
to vote on her nomination 
Thursday and send it to the 
Senate floor for final approval 
in early August. 

questions of the Judiciary 
Committee she displayed an 
impressive grasp of the law 
and an ability to articulate and 
defend the sort of precise 
distinctions that the high 
court frequently must make. 

will join a court that in recent 
times has been characterized 
by a rightward tilt, particular­
ly in the areas of criminal 
justice and civil rights. The 
five justices appointed by 
Presidents Ronald Reagan 
and George Bush now consti­
tute a majority on the court. 
albeit a majority of shifting 
alliances and often acrimoni­
ous opinions. Ginsburg alone 
may not be able to move the 
court's centrists on most is -
sues, but she might restore 
some much-needed ideologi­
cal balance. 

Ginsburg indeed has im­
pressive credentials. Her 
backgrOund includes 13 years 
as an appellate judge, eight 
years as a nationally promi­
nent litigator for women's 
rights and 18 years as a law 
professor. In answering the 

Some on the left have criti­
cized her as an "incremental­
ist"' and scime on the right 
have been displeased by what 
they call her liberal views. 
But complaints like these are 
far outweighed by the fact 
that in the hearings as well as· 
in her long and distinguished 
career she has demonstrated a 
sense of compassion and de­
votion to ideals such as equal 
protection for women and for 
homosexuals. Neither inher­
ently liberal nor conservative, 
such ideals are essential un­
derpinnings to our society. 

As her hearings concluded 
last Friday, Sen. Joseph R. 
Biden Jr. <D-Del. ). chairman 
of the Judiciary Committee, 
said, "I can unabashedly and 
without reservation support 
the nomination of Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg to the Supreme 
Court.'' So can we. 

As the first Democratic 
nominee in 26 years, Ginsburg 

Judge Ginsburg's Jurisprudence 
Supreme Court nomtnee Ruth Bader Ginsburg 

. was as vague as possible In answertng pointed 
' questions In her confirmation heartng before the 
Senate Judlctarv Committee. Some members of the 

. committee chldCd her. But her refusal to hint how 
she might vote In particular cases was as tradition­

. al as some of the senators' attemptS at entrapment. 
Judge Ginsburg explained what the senators al­

ready knew: Without reading the brtefs. listening to 
the oral arguments. researching precedents. con­
femng with colleagues. a Justice cannot - or at 
least should not - have an opinion on a case. 

Btt In one way the discreet Mrs. Ginsburg was 
: more forthcoming than previous Supreme Court 
nominees. She said that she found a rtght to an 
abortion In the Constitution. No nominee since Roe 
vs. Wade was decided 20 years ago has said that. 

Specific Issues aside. Judge Ginsburg's testimo­
ny differed from recent nominees In enunclatJng a 
philosophy. The choices of Ronald Reagan and 
George Bush who were willing to discuss their 
Ideas of jurisprudence at all said or Implied they 
took a narrow and hlstortcal view of the Constitu­
tion. Some called this "or1gtnal Intent.'" Judge Gins­
burg said she took an ·expansive" view of constitu­
tional rights. and that these rtghts "evolve" as 
society evolves. She has been labeled a moderate. 

even a conservative. but that was an answer for­
mer Justice William Brennan and the late Jus 
Thurgood Marshall would applaud. 

Sen. Wllllam Cohen told Judge Ginsburg m . 
suspected she was "basically a political activist hid­
ing In the robes of an appellate Judge." Our vtew. 
reinforced by her perf onnance at the heanngs, Is 
that hers Is a substantive liberalism. but In terms 
of process she Is very much a judicial moderate. 
Passive rather than active. She will defer to popu­
larly elected presidents and legislators whenever 
she can justify It. She will rule cautiously In specific 
cases, even while reading the Constitution broadly. 
and she probably will not enunctate any sweeping 
legal theory In her decisions. Her judicial vtews will 
emerge cumulatively. She will be what one observ-
er has called "a case by case Justice.· . 

Yet a justice's robe Is quite a different garment 
from even an appellate Judge's. The wearer often 
changes. "Clothes make the man" has a special 
meantng In the world of the law. It ls certain the 
Judiciary Committee will approve Judge Ginsburg 
next Thursday. as It should. It can also be satd With 
certainty. based on her history and her appearance 
before the committee. that she has the experience. 
intelligence and self-confidence to be a maJor figure 
on the Supreme Court. 

11 
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Tax Ant, Pay Grasshopper 
Who wants failure? Nobody! Work 

is stimulated by the hope of success. 
But if you penalize success and 
reward failure. you are likely to get 
less success and more failure. 

Almost everyone will agree with 
that proposition - until it comes to 
taxing. Then we do the wrong things. 

President Bill Clinton is currently 
asking for higher taxes on everyone, 
but some more than others. He plans 
to "soak the rich," malting them pay 
their "fair share." The truth is that 
"the rich" have been paying higher 
tax rates for a long time. But if we 
confiscated everything they have, it 
wouldn't be enough to offset the defi­
cits that Mr. Clinton and the spenders 
in Congress are thrusting upon us. 

When the 16th Amendment to the 
Constitution was being proposed (it 
was ratified in 1913) to pennit the pro­
gressive income tax, the pitch wu that 
only "a few'' (the rich) would pay .and 
the rate would be "low." Some 
warned that approval of the income 
tax would mean that "some day the 
income tax may take u much as 10 
percent of a person's income." In­
come-tax proponen1S sneered. Mr. 
Clinton's current proposal seeks a top 
individual rate of 39.6 percent. 

But forget ''the rich," and consid­
er a little "parable" by Joe Cobb of. 
the Heritage Foundation: 

"To understand what's really 
going on here, picture the situation of 
two twins, age 21. Both get good jobs 
and earn satisfying incomes through­
out their lives. But one is ftugal and 
thrifty, saving and investing in quality 
stocks and bonds. The other lives for 
the daf, taking expensive vacations. 
eating m fancy restaurants and lavish­
ing friends with expensive gifts. 

"When these twins reach retire-

ment age, the one who lived a frugal 
and thrifty life will possess a substan­
tial investment portfolio. ·His 'provi­
sional income' will be an easy target 
for the Clinton tax scheme. On the 
other hand, the one who did not save 
for retirement probably will depend 
on Social ~rity, and perhaps Sup­
plemental Security Income (SSD to 
make ends meet. He won't have much 
'provisional income.' and the IRS 
won't be nearly as interested. 

"Is it 'fair' to make the individual 
who planned ahead, and saved for old 
age, pay a higher tax rate? 

"The apparent reason for increas­
ing the surtax on 'provisional income' 
of elderly Americans is because some 
senior citizens - heaven forbid -
have accumulated savings during their 
lifetimes. If 'ability to pay' is all we 
care about, our tax strategy is no dif· 
ferent from that of the 1930s bank 
robber Willie Sutton. who robbed 
banks because. he said, 'that's where 
the money is.' 

"This is where the Clinton admin­
istration 's notion of 'tax fairness' 
leads: to punishing those senior citi· 
zens who work the hardest and suc­
cessfillly plan for their f'utures. As a 
strategy against the rich, the politics 
of envy usually works. But this time. 
with the elderly as the target, it may 
backfire. Clearly, the Clinton adminis­
tration's idea of 'tax fairness' is unfair 
to the elderly.'' 

Do you remember when your 
teacher in elementary school read you 
Aesop's fable about the grasshopper 
who loafed and the ant who worked? 
Well, the Clinton view is to reward the 
loafer, who is a loser, and penalize 
the worker, who achieves success. 

Mr. Clinton needs to be introduced 
to Mr. Aesop. 
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"first the blade, then the ear, tben the fall grain in the ear: 

( hrd fi&.11 5 c,, frl(f ,)f oi'.'1 ,TV.'' 

Budget Squeeze Plays 

B UDGET brinksmanship is un· ministration and budget negotiators 
der way again in Washington. can ill afford to ignore his vote. The 

House Budget Committee budget resolution that passed the Sen· 
chaimwi Dan Rost.enkowski (D) of ate did so by one vi>te - Vice President. 
Illinois and Senate Finance Committee Al Gore Jr. 's. ' ... - · 
chainnan Daniel Patrick Moynihan Given the dr.lmc impact Mr. 
(D) of New York are ironing out the Boren's proposal for a summit would 
remaining differences between their have on the process at this stage, the 
resp:ective budget resolutions, a task net effect may be to force negotialors 
they hope to finish this week. This to make more concessions to their 
would pave the way for a conservative Senate col­
vote on the budget reconcil· IHHo'IJIJj leagu~ than they might oth· 
llltlon package next week -• , .. 1 'J • • erwise m order to offset llllY 
before the August recess. Boren defection. 

Everyone involved Negotiators already have 
senses that failure to pass the budget been working on Sen. Richard Bryan 
would be a serious blow to the Clinton (D) of Nevada by reducing Mr. 
presidency, which is why lawmakers Clinton's proposed cut in tax deduc­
as politically diverse as Senate Major- tions for meals and entertainment - a 
ity leader George Mitchell (D) of potential lure given Nevada's conven­
Maine and Rep. Newt Gingrich (R) of tion business. 
Georgia maintain that, in the end, the Entitlements, as well as the pro­
package that emerges from the posed gasoline tax increase, trouble 
House-Senate conference will pass. many House Democrats as well. There 

This makes some of the 11th-hour the budget passed by only six votes. 
political theatrics all the more tedious. No one apectS unanimity on 
Sen. David Boren (D) of Oklahoma. budget matters among Democrats. 
who led a successful revolt against the And entitlements remain a serious 
proposed Btu tax, now says he is budge problem. But no Republican is 

· leaning against budget plan because it expected, given earlier votes, to back 
doesn · t adequately address entitle- the reconciliation package - itself an 
ments and it lacks bipartisan support. unusual situation. With the House­
He called on President Clinton to halt Senate negotiaaons so delicate, the 
the reconciliation process and con- president himself does no one any 
vene a budget summit with Republi· favor by reverting to bashing 
cans. Congress, as he did in a speech in 

Although some of his colleagues Chicago earlier this week. The time 
dismiss this as grandstanding, the ad· for closing ranks is here . 

-~ : .. 
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Tadly'1 dlblll is on HllHER US TUES 
and whether they're needed to help reduce the deficiL 

Hike gas tax; deficit-cut 
choices are running lo~ 

\ "li"'!I"'! ;•f"ll~! J"'l,1"1 ~~m.tax..:..Olt!.. cm 
hold would pay only $8 a month more 
to cover a 9-a:nt higher tax. 

That's about a fifth of the monthly 
savings the average homeowner might 
gain if deficit .reduction knocks another 
point off mongage rates. 

· nat1an'11tagger1ng d8ftclt with­
out hurting the ecanon1y. 

Tax writers for House Democrats 
want to pump some life into deficit re­
duction. But President Ointon and 
some ·nervous 
senators are slap. 
ping them down. 

They're rebuff. 
ing a proposal to 
hike the gas tax 9 
cents a gallon to 
raise $ 9 billion a 
year. indicating 
it's "high." 

High to whom? 
Clinton"s own 

defunct energy. 
tax proposal, 
aimed at raising 
$22 billion a year 
for deficit reduction by 1998, would 
have increased gas taxes 7.5 cents. An­
other cent and a half won't kill anyone. 

Even if oil and gasoline prices re­
mained unchanged. the average house-

Meanwhile, oil and gasoline prices are 
falling. ln May, the Senate could have 
imposed its proposed 4.3 c:enu a ganoo 
tax increase, and motorists wouldn't 
have felt a thing; gas prices dropped that 
much. Indeed, after accounting for infia. 
tion, gasoline prices today are at their 
lowest level since World War II. 

That's led to Americans losing the 
conservation habit. Surveys of new car 
buyers show, for example, that fuel effi. I 
cicncy is only their sixth priority. 

Other major nations are much more 
forceful in encourapig cxmservation. 
Gas taxes in Japan and Europe are 10 
times the levels here. Even Canada and 
Mexico. despite more ample energy sup. 
plies, tax gas more than the USA docs. 

So, the House's paoposed 9 cenu+ 
gallon inacase is hardly "high." What's 
high is a federal deficit that now equals 
$3.000 per household a year. And bigber 
gas taxes are vital to bringing that down. 

Don't raise gas taxes J 
OPrOSING VIEW 

Taing trw- also be penatizecl 

pwblllaa.. ~ baldesti:= ':.,1!! t: 
l'lgrlllln al I llurdln ml ... i.ng to amte and preserve jobs. Trm::kiag 
llltlrl ICCllGlllJ. aa::ounts foroncoutofevay 12 pnva... 

Truclcing is the engine of the U.S. sector jobs in the economy, and a• 
ea>nomy. We are the amveyor belt that that falls so disproponioaale OD 11'11Lt:r.' 
links factories to raw materials, to distri- ing will displace many of doe woftln.> 
bution centm and to The administration's economK: ~ 
the stores in your gram should addras the ddicit by first 
neighborhood. A fuel.. reducing spending and only then 
tax hike would in- through 1IX inaeases that ~ broadly 
crease the cost of~ based and fairly alloaded u~ 
duction, distribution ly, fewer and fewer 1IXpa)'el'I are beial 
and the nation's just- aslm1 to share in the burden, leaving the 
in-time deli very sys.- truckiDg industry - with a pm6t nm-
tem - all of which gin of less than 21!&- to pay iJr a de6cit 
would add to the .,,......... that everyone aea1ed. lhia .mll!inn is 
price of U.S. products == · not jusl unfair to uuckin& but it will 
here at home and in llll8Q"*"9 o1 hurt all Amc:riams - sbippm and cm­
worldwide markets, Anw'ICm'I Truck• sumcn- and the fi:a8ile U.S. ecanomy. 
resulting in the loss of Ing Aeea •• i .. If Conpess is willilll to IDUe 1bl ~-
thousands of U .s. jobs. ·. 1:i1icaDy blld dfX.Wn to an 119wlic• 

increasing the fud tax aJso would put befOre .mng mare ~ we will dD 
a massive, regrmive tax bmden on low- our part.~ tbe 1iuckillliadallrr 
er- and nUddlHJcome filmilics and and its 7.8 milliDD ewpk;,,_ will GI> 
sma11 b11siJ1CW1 And Ameriams wbo ix- CDl4lesaioDll llJlllUValof a delcil-
drive long distances, and do not bave ac> reduclion~dlltmmam · 
cess to subsidized mass tramit. would the big. 
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\Vhere are the budget numbers? 

P
·res1dent Clinton·s quick-<iraw response to Re­

publican jeers had congressional Democrats 
.:heenng back dunng the president's rnum· 
phant February budget speech . .\lr. Clin!Dn 

haJ S<J1d that his budget would be more honest than 
those prepared b\' the "decade of greed" crowd. And 
to pro,·e 1t. :\Ir. Clinton said that his budget would be 
hased on the nonparo.san economic estimates pre­
pared by the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Of· 
f1ce. Republicans. who know firsthand that there is no 
such thing as a nonpartisan outfit on Capitol Hill. 
groaned and laughed. mocking the president for his 
faux-naivete. Well. at least the CBO was always more 
a.;.:urate than the president's Office of i\lanagement 
and Budget m the- !;lad old 1980s. Mr. Clinton re­
sponded. Cheers. huzzahs and triumph for Mr. Clinton. 

But the Republicans· groans are proving to haw 
been prophetic. The CBO may have been in the ball· 
park wtth its economic estimates when it was in the 
business of trying to expose the rosy scenarios of the 
Reagan Bush Ol\IB. But now the CBO is in cahoots 
with the Clinton OMB. and not only are 'M! not getting 
a.:curate economic estimates. 'M!·re not getting any 
e.:onom1c estimates at all. 

It is past time for midyear budget reviews from both 
t~e CBO and the OMB. and yet neither has coughed up 
the: ii!!Ures yet. ;.;or 1s either outfit going to come up 
"·1th figures until after the budget deal is done. spokes­
men ior the CBO and the OMB told the editorial page 
'1i" The Washington Times. This. despite the fact that 
House and Senate Republicans have been complaining 
tr.at without the new budget figures any budget deal 
\\"Ill be built on false pretenses. Unfommately, that 
st"ems to be ;ust what the CBO and OMB have in mind. 

:ie,·eraJ 11·eeks ago the head of the Council of Eco­
nomic A<il"i.>urs. Laura Tyson. admitted that the ad· 
m1111strat1on s projecuons for shon·tenn economic 
~rowth had fallen from a little over 3 percent ID about 
2.5 percent. The job of the OMB is to take the eainomic 
growth estimates made by Mrs. Tyson and put them 
into the federal government's budget spreedsbeet. 
.\lore growth means more tax rewnue; less growth 
means less money for federal coffers and bigger defi· 
cits. for example. if you assume 3 percent economic 
growth a year IM!r the life of a deal and real growth is 
only 2 percent. then much of the "deficit reduction" 
disappears. In 199itlle 1 percent drop in growth would 
mean about SlO b&ian more in deficits. In 1994 the 2 
percent cumulative drop 'MIUJd mean S2S billion less 
deficit reduction. In 1995 the extra deficit 'MIUJd be $47 
billion. In the out years the totals get highel; and soc:n 
half or more of (say) SSOO bi.Ilion in deficit reduction 
is gone. 

One would think that new projections bued on the 
changing economic climate would be auci.al m the 
decisions being made by tbe House'~ budget con­
ferees meeting agam this week. All the squabbles CM!' 
a billion in deficit reduction here and a billion there 
may not mean a whole lot, after. all, if an ean>mic . 
slump threatens to wipe out hundreds of billions of 
dollars in deficit reduction. But CBO and OMB 111Mt 
refused to give out their new budget estimala, evm 

though they are in possession of all the data needed to 
project the impact of the new economic figures. 

The most curious explanation for this stonewalling 
on budget base-lme figures comes from CBO spokes­
man Mark Desautels, who says, "We only do base-Imes 
rwice a year, so it would be srumd to do it now when 
what will really change the base-line are the policy 
changes," not the changes in the economic forecast. In 
other words. the budget deal will change most of the 
inputs in the spreadsheet. so it would be a waste of time 
ID run the numbers before all the inputs change. 

This explanation is curious because it begs the ques· 
tion of why the CBO makes projections in the first 
place. Isn't the very idea of having a Congressional 
Budget Office that lawmakers need timely and accu­
rate information m deliberate? Why baYe an expemiw 
CBO at all if it can't or won't come up with budaet 
figures ID be used by Congress bammerin1 out a multi­
year budget plan? The CBO figures done DOW may baYe 
a shon shelf life. but they IMlllid be of crucial use. 
Figures cranked out ooce the budget deal is dme _, 
be valid for a little while longer, but what use will tbey 
be? Tbe decisions will already haw been made. 

Sany 1biv, spolcesman fOr the Office of ~ 
ment and Budget. rnaR9 the same airiols argument 
to explain wby OMB is sitting mils midymr economic 
review (which it was required by n ID baYe issued in 
the middle of July). Why go ID the trouble of nmaillg 
budget numbers that are only going ID change with the 
new budget law? Not that Mr. 1biv thinks any chancel 
in the economic outlook change how the budget deal 
should be approached: "The bot1Dm line is that - need 
ID do this deficit reduction," says Mr. 1biv. WNotbiDI baa 
cl\Bnged that." 

If anything, revised economic figures will argue for 
even more efforts at deficit reduction. because they 
will show that the current deal won't e..ei get cloae ID 
the SSOO billion target set by the president. So why no< 
issue the revisioos (wbicb fDr all thm' proesrs about 
ema wont. the CBO and OMB haw, and could re.iily 
release)? There are two main reasons for mis lilmce. 
First. if economic stagnation is sem ID be clrivial up 
the deficit. new taxes< which will only funher bun the 
economy) will no longer look lilae sudl a smav mlutiaD 
ID growing deficits. And secoad, the lllOlt impca lliDl 
reason is that the new numbers 'MIUJd lbaw dl8I Ml: 
CliDIDD will only be able 1D apect HID billiaa er S300 
bi.Ilion in deficit redudim. Tbe pi . ,. would DO 
lon8er be able m maie pamdiwe dllima about bis 
deficit·filbDDI ~ 

The admiai:stratiDn and Ccqress kmlr dl8I the 
deficit projections cominl out of the Houae-Semt 
budget conference are ~ bua1 oa CIUldmd ~ 
nomic assumptions. By usiD1 January w 1••m¥:: dlla 
and putting an em.tmao oa tbe new .bu1181C c:mltul9-
tions. Mc Oimm and 1lis caup . •l allila blR 
perpea'Bled the \9'Y kind of rosy ICllllriD l:lr wbidl 
they condemned Republican presidmts. Tbe re.a -­
nario is thol1I% and li.lcl!ly to let dlanlier wbm new 
wr.es kick in. But inlll!lad of awnilll up 1D tbe cbmlild 
ci.rcumstances. OMB and CBO m. decided 1D .mt 
the right m remain silent. 
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The cowards are winning 
The stakes in this game couldn't be clearer 

or higher: 'This country is about to decide 
whethe~ it wants to remain an economic super­
power or allow itself to degenerate into a 
second-class debtor nation. 

For six months, Congress ha5 been trying to 
hammer out a budget that will reduce the 
nation's enormous deficit by about SSOO billion 
over five yean. Now, just as Washington 
should be putting the 

versions and for Congress to pass the final bud­
get. 

But just as the deal should be sealed, key 
members of Congress are caving in to the oil 
indUStry and other special interests. The spine­
less politicians don't have the courage to raise 
the gasoline tax, even though most Americans 
understand that this small sacrifice is neces­
sary to put a dent in the deficit. 

The weak senators 
finishing touches on this 
vital legislation, the 
whole process is in dan­
ger-of slipping into cha­
os. A CNN poll says that 
51 senators now oppose 
the budget. 

In the next few days, 
the vote will be taken. 

Failure to pass a 
credible deficit­
reduction package 
would be a devastating 
blow to the economy 
now that hopes have 
been raised. In recent 
months, interest rates 
have been falling and 
the dollar bas been 
strengthening because it 
appeared that fiscal san­
ity ivas about to return. 

Just as the 
deficit-reduction 
deal should be 

sealed, key 
members of 

Congress are caving 
in to the oil 

industry and other 
special interests. 

know perfe,ctly well that 
gasoline has never -
never in history - been 
cheaper than it is today, 
after adjusting for infla­
tion. At about 516 a bar­
rel, oil is a fantastic bar­
gain. The country can 
afford to tax it a bit more 
to curb the deficit with­
out jolting consumers. 

The politicians know 
that two weeks ago, the 
United States imponed 
an average of 7.9 million 
barrels of oil a day - the 
highest level of imports 
for any week on record. 
This country is becom­
ing more and more 
dependent on foreigners 

Aftlr two decades of spending more and taxing 
less. Washington was promising to do better. 

In February, President Clinton presented 
Congress with a blueprint for reform, a budget 
that. actually made sense. Mr. Clinton asked 
legislators to reduce the deficit with a reason· 
able mix of tax hikes and spending cuts. Alan 
Greenspan, chairman of the Federal Reserve, 
praised the plan. 

Now, six months later, Congress stands on 
the threshold of a new era. Both the Senate and 
the House have approved deficit-reducing bud­
gets. All that remains is for a conference com­
mittee to clean up differences berween the rwo 

and less and less in con­
trol of its fiscal destiny because the spineless 
members of Congress don't want to pass a rea­
sonable gas tax and anger their friends in the 
oil indUStry. 

Meanwhile, they are only too eager to take 
away earned income tax credits for the working 
poor - the people struggling to stay off 
welfare. 

The Democrats and Republicans who are 
abandoning Mr. Clinton in these final days of 
budget negotiations are selling out the country. 
If Congress fails to significantly reduce the 
budget deficit this year, history will remember 
them as the cowards they are. 
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Riegle vs. the Clinton Budget? 
Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan ap­

peared before the Senate Banking Committee yes­
terday. triggering the usual admonitions from 
Committee Chairman 
Donald Riegle and his 
fellow Democrats 
about the need for an 
easier grip on the mon­
ey supply. In malting a 
case for monetary 
stimulus. however, 
Sen. Riegle inadver· 
tentlv seemed to be ad­
mitting that the Clin­
ton administration's 
fiscal ·plan is contrac­
tionary. 

As indeed it is. 
The Clinton budget 

plan calls for a $500-
billion reduction in the Sen. Donald Riegle 
defic. over five years, 
with roughly half of the money to be raised through 
tax increases - the biggest tax increase in Ameri­
can history - and the rest from spending cuts that 
will probably never materialize. If anything like 
this package goes into effect. the result is likely to 
be exactly the same as in 1990: stagnation as far as 
the eye can see. accompanied by even bigger defi­
cits. 

Sen. Riegle asserted that Mr. Greenspan's fight 
against inflation "threatens to choke ofi" a recov­
ery. Other panel members urged Mr. Greenspan to 
pump more money into the economy to stimulate 
business activity. 

But not even a Federal Reserve chairman can 
make the sun come up in the west. Any effort to use 
monetarY policy to goose the economy would cause 
a major meltdown in the financial markets. Inves­
tors learned the hard way during the 1970s that too 

much money in the economy means inflation. not 
economic growth. If the public gets the feeling that 
Congreu and the administration can bludgeon the 
Fed into a replay of the Carter era. anybody with 
$10 in his or her pocket will head for the exits. 

Sen. Riegle and his colleagues should instead be 
thinking about ways to rescue the president from 
his budget mess. The gridlock in the House-Senate 
conference committee suggests that the Hill knows 
there is something fundamentally wrong with the 
approach being taken by the administration an 
the Democratic leadership. 

AB Alan Greenspan himself noted the other da 
- though this aspect of his testimony wu ignored, 
u usual, by the deficit-fixated media - more taxes 
will do nothing for growth. "All taxation suppresses 
economic activity" to some extent, he noted. He 
then made a quiet but forceful pitch for a cut in the 
most job-depressing tax of all: capital gains. "Risk­
ta.king is crucial in the process that leads to a vital 
and progressive economy. Indeed, it is a necessary 
condition for wealth creation." 

That's especially true for suffering cities such as 
Detroit, which is why one of the leaden of the 
Black Caucus. New York's Rep. Charles Rangel, 
has been trying to work out a deal with some Re­
publicans that would include a major capital gains 
cut. 

Sen. Riegle, who is a member of the House-Sen­
ate conference committee. should discourage the 
Fed-bashing and take another look at the capital 
gains issue. Tinkering with holding periods. as 
Sen. Riegle has proposed, isn't good enough. 
What's needed is a deep cut that would stimulate 
the economy and actually gain revenue for the gov­
ernment. as the capital gains cut of 1978 did. Oth­
erwise Mr. Riegle and othen will be facing re-elec­
tion next year as political insiders who engineered 
yet more pain for Michigan and the entire country. 

( 
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Self-Fulfilling Prophecy 

In our initial comments on the 
death of Vincent Foster. we remarked 
that ··the death by gunshot or a high 
White House official is bound to be 
troubling" and commended the an· 
nounced Justice Department investi­
gation. We added. "A direct appoint· 
ment such as special counsel within 
Justice would make clear who is in 
charge and directly responsible." 

:-<o such appointment was made. or 
course. and it now seems the investi· 
~ation has fizzled out for want of di· 
rection and responsibility. "There is 
no investigation being conducted by 
!he Justice Department," spokesman 
Cart Stem said Monday. Deputy At· 
torney General Philip Heymann. pre­
viously announced as the official coor· 
dinating the effort. says only that he's 
·receiving "regular reports" from the 
federal Parle Police. who discovered 
the body in Fort Marcy Park on the 
Virginia side or the Potomac. This is 
quite a change trom the earlier state­
ment of another Justice spokesman 
that the probe wouJd seek "to find out 
what the factors were-if it was a Sui· 
cide-that led to him killing himSelf.' 

Now, Mr. Foster was a member of 
the inner circle of the President of the 
United States. In his eulogy for his 
boyhood friend. the President said 
Mr. Foster's rnends found him a 
··great protector... The White House 
counsel's office handles sensitive 
presidential issues, for example the 
still-uncompleted blind trust for the 
first couple's rinancial assets. 

Mr. Foster. a rirst·rate lawyer and 
steeled litigator. was suddenly found 
dead, apparently killed with an an· 
tique handgun. He left no suicide 
note. His ArkansaS friends do not con­
sider him a likely suicide. Since h1S 
death there have been report! that he 
was dispirited in his last few ween; 
But tbe Wasbington Tunes reponed 
tbat one anonymous source told it 
~·d dllcussed depression widl h1S 
1)rotber·ln·law. former Rep. Beryl An-
1$lony: and that Mr. Anthony re­
sponded, "There's not a damn thinf'" 
to it. That's a bunch or crap." 
. "He was not ·chewed up' by Wash-

ington." Doug Bufon1. a Little Rock 
lawyer friend or Mr. Foster. told The 
Washington Post. "I resent that sug· 
gestion. Vince was such an able man. 
l think maybe the incredible pres· 
sure. the workload. exhausted him. 
and that was pan of it. But ulti· 
mately, something was badly askew, 
something so wrong it could make 
him think his three kids couJd be bet· 
ter off without him." 

These cin:umstances call for a se­
rious investigation. going well beyond 
the Park Police's "routine" handling 
of a corpse. At least so It seems to WI, 
!ind at leut some others. In a column 
concentrating on the pel'SQllal aspects 
of the suicide, the Post's Ker Green· 
field took pains to observei "I think it 
is both necessary and rtgbt that the 
death be investigated vigorously by 
police and Justice Department offi­
cials. as is being done, and also tbat 
the press not ignore the questions 
raised by tlle unaccountable violent 
death or tum away from the pursuit 
of the answers to them. For there are 
clearly identlftable public questions 
yet to be answered. one bopes in a 
way that will not needlealy or dum­
sily Intensify public grtef." 

The vigorous investlgaUon has not 
taken place, and apparently will not. 
White House counsel Bemard NUSl­
baum soned througb Mr. Foster's pa· 
pers, removtnr any tbat fell under at· 
tomey-ctlent privilege with the Presi· 
dent. and rave WI llll word that noth­
ing siled light on the suicide. So 
nothing will be done to tell the public 
wily so sensitive an official took bis 
own life, or for that mauer. reassure 
WI that lie indeed did. The mystery. 
we suspect., will haunt the White 
House as furtller scandala pop up. aa 
they dO in most admUUslratklllL 

But ID most adadDistraUOlll Pn!D­
deatl do baft dlllr ...,_ Presldem 
Cllnlm'I Drsl l1!9dilll ID die suidde 
WU. "We'I jul& baft- ID ltve wldl 
sometbiJlr elle we can't understand." 
Despite second thoUlb11 at Justlee. It 
seems tbal tlle President's Yiew will 
not only pmail. but become a self· 
fulfilling propbecy. I 

L 
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The Odd Confirmation Process 
The· Constitution and laws of our 

land provide that certain federal gov· 
emment officials may be appointed by 
the president - ''with the Advice and 
Consent of the Senate." That accounts 
for the "confirmation process" which 
the American people have been view· 
ing in recent weeks following numer· 
ous appointments by President Bill 
Clinton. 

The president nominates, but the 
Senate must give its consent 

The process is a spotty one. Some 
officials selected for major office liter· 
ally fly through confirmation with rel· 
atively little examination. History 
shows that some have been asked no 
questions at all. Others are pilloried 
for days and days by sometimes perti­
nent, sometimes hostile, sometimes in­
ane questioning. 

~ The nomination of U.S. District 
N Judge Louis Freeh to be FBI director 
~ is currently being speeded. Mean­
• \t-\\rhile, days of questioning, mostly 
·' friendly, have been devoted to Appeals 

\ 
Judge Ruth Bader Ginsburg's nomina­
tion to the Supreme Court 

\,/'; Judge Ginsburg is being easily let 
_v-;off the book on touchy questions of 

I ~the kind that brought now.Justice 
~ Clarence Thomas under severe criti· 

~
cism. And sometimes hearings get 

I sidetracked, as the Ginsburg one did 
briefly when a black woman senator, 
Carol Moseley-Braun, D-IlL, attacked 

_ fellow Sen. Orrin Hatch, R-Utab, for 
ringing up the 1857 Dred Scott deci­
ion, that had to do with slavery. 

~ It may be proper for judicial nom-
~ inees to avoid making statements that 

~
might indicate prejudgment of sub-

. jects that might come before them in 
the form of cases they would have to 
decide. On that ground, Judge 
Ginsburg, who bas not hesitated to 
show her favor for abortion by choice, 
danced nimbly to avoid a specific an­
swer regardiDg her view of the death 

} penalty. She got away with il By con­
trast. Justice Thomas was broadly crit­
icized when be dodged questions 
about his views on abortion. 

Sen. Hatch referred to the Su­
preme Court's 1973 ruling for abortion 
in the controversial Roe vs. Wade 
case. That was a clear example of ju· 

dicial usurpation and violation or the 
Constitution in that the court uncon­
stitutionally ''wrote its own law," and 
promulgated it by judicial order. 

Sen. Hatch compared that wrong­
ful process with the pre-Civil War 
Dred Scott case. In the earlier in­
stance, the Supreme Court ruled that 
Scott, a slave, did not become free 
when he moved to a free state. The 
senator's point was that Supreme 
Courts have on occasion made deci­
sions "created out of thin air" rather 
than based upon law. He wanted to 
know Judge Ginsburg's view of that 
procedure. · 

But instead getting a clear answer, 
he became the object of an attack by 
Sen. Moseley-Braun: "This line of 
questioning I find to be personally of­
fensive. I find it very difficult to sit 
here as the only descendant of a slave 
(and listen to Sen. Hatch) analogize . 
Dred Scott and Roe vs. Wade." 

There was, of course, nothing ra­
cially offensive about what Sen. Hatch 
said, except that Sen. Moseley-Braun 
chose to take offense. Sen. Hatch and 
others, sculT)'ing to be "politically cor­
rect" when a racial issue was unjustly 
raised, responded obsequiously to Sen. 
Moseley-Braun. And Judge Ginsburg 
never provided a clear answer. · 

All of this illustrates the point 
that the confirmation process is a dis­
tinctly uneven one, sometimes inform. 
ative, sometimes pointed, sometimes 
oflband, sometimes. ridiculous. But it 
is significant that a number of nomi· 
nations - those of Zoe Baird, Lani 
Guinier, Webster Hubbell, Roberta 
Achtenberg, Sheldon Hackney, William 
Gould, Joycelyn Elders - have 
brought to public attention some sig­
nificant matters that otherwise would 
have received liWe attention. 

Some nominees have been ap­
proved - and some rejected - after 
disclosure of major flaws. In other 
cases, some have been rejected - and 
some approved - after disclosure of 
only minor faults. 

The president nominates. the Sen­
ate gives "Advice and Consent," and 
the ship of state sails on, often on an 
erratic course. No one ever said our 
form of government is "neaL" 

• 
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President Clinton's tax increases 
ran into more turbulence this week. 
with Democratic Senator David Boren 
urging him to withdraw his budget 
and start over. CNN polled the six De­
mocratic Senators who voted no on 
the Clinton budget the first time and 
found all were still leaning against it. 
Even Senators who voted with Mr. 
Clinton worry about the political fall· 
out. They should. This week. the Pres· 
ident's home state of Arkansas sent 
Washington a powerful message 
when it voted for an anti-tax Republi· 
can over a former top Clinton aide. 

Only two Republicans have been 
elected statewide 
in Arkansas in the 
past 24 years. Bill 
Clinton is responsi-

. ble for both victo­
ries. Frank White 
defeated Governor 
Clinton in 1980 af­
ter he appointed a 
crew of liberal ad· 
visers and raised 
fees. This week. Mike Huckabee 
Republican Mike Huckabee won a 
high-turnout election for Lt. Governor. 

Even Democrats agree that Mr. 
Huckabee·s win is significant. Mr. 
Huckabee's 51'7r victory over Democ· 
rat Nate Coulter was close enough that 
voters who wanted to express their 
concern with the Clinton administra· 
tion clearlv made the difference. Bill 
Paschall. a Coulter political consul· 
tant. warned last week that a GOP vic­
tory could give President Clinton "a 
black eye." He told the Arkansas De· 
mocrat: "This is a race with nauonal 
implications. like the Texas Senate 
race." He's right: voters m both states 
have made it clear they aren't happy 
with what's gomg on in Washington. 

Mr. Huckabee ran against a Democ· 
ratic machine that pulled out all the 
stops against him. Mr. Coulter. a 33· 
vear·old Clinton wannabee. had 
served as legal counsel to Governor 
Clinton. He also represented the 
League of Women Voters in its attempt 
to block term IJmlts in Arkansas. 

Mr. Huckabee. on the other hand. 
is a broadcasting executive and for· 
mer president of the Arkansas Baptist 
Convention. The 37-vear-old Mr. 
Huckabee was. like President Clinton. 
born m a place called Hope. Ark. He 
jokes that his politics are different be· 
cause he actually grew up there and 
didn't move to "a bia citv" as the 
young Bill Clinton did." -

The campaign was a classic lib· 
eral-conservative confrontation. Mr. 
Huckabee opposed a tax on soda pop 
passed this year to fund a Medicaid 
deficit that was discovered after Bill 
Clinton left for Washington. Mr. 
Huckabee favored full choice in edu­
cation and attacked the state's con­
dom distribution program run by 
Joycelyn Elders. Bill Clinton's nomi· 
nee for Surgeon General . 

Mr. Huckabee says that every· 
where he went he met voters "who 
wanted an opportunity to express 
their anger at the tax increases com· 
ing out of Washington." Mr. Coulter. 
on the other hand. touted his connec· 
tions to the Clinton administration 
and warned of "gridlock" if the gov­
ernor and lieutenant governor were of 
different parties. 

The voters weren't impressed by 
Mr. Coulter's arguments. and his ties 
to the President didn't help. Bill Clin· 
ton's populanty in his home state has 
taken a tumble since last vear. when 
Arkansas was the onlv stat"e in the na· 
tion to give him a "majority of the 
vote. A new Mason-Dixon poll out this 
week notes that only 36'7r of Arkansas 
voters think Mr. Clinton is doing an 
excellent or good job. while 63'7< rate 
him only fair or poor. 

Mr. Huckabee's surprising victory 
should increase the anxiety level of 
Democrats up for re-election next 
year. They now fret about the short· 
term embarrassment to their party if 
they defeat President Clinton's bud· 
get. Perhaps the~· should worry more 
about the long--term electoral damage 
they may suffer should they bear sole 
responsibility for the largest tax m­
crease in American history. 
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A baffling resistance on flood aid 
One hesitates ever to suggest that Congress be less 

than deliberate and punctilious in spending public 
money. Sad experience teaches that the slightest 
excuse can divert the lawmakers from the path of 
fiscal responsibility into a swamp of red ink. 

But if ever a situation justified departing from the 
straight and narrow. the flooding throughout the 
upper Mississippi River basin and along its tribu­
taries is that situation. 

Yet Republican members of the House of Represen· 
tatives. clutching the rulebook as if it were a life raft 
and chanting "offset" as if it were a mantra. had to 
he steamrolled Tuesday before the House could vote 
to approve $3 billion in emergency flood relief. 

Logic says there must have been some powerful 
issue of principle involved, because surely no one 
could have supposed there was political mileage to 
be made in delaying relief for the battered flood 
\·ictims and their devastated region. Could they? 

On the other hand. the GOP has been the minority 
party in the House for most of the past 50 years. and 
this kind of political behavior may explain why. 

Congress in recent years has followed a fairly 
tandard procedure in providing aid in disasters 
ke the Midwest floods. It appropriates the needed 

money right away and later. after the emergency is 

met. goes back and decides how to pay for it-by 
spending cuts. tax increases or adding to the deficit. 

When the Clinton administration sent its flood 
relief request up to Capitol Hill. it had no reason to 
think that general procedure wouldn't be followed. 
But it didn't reckon. apparently, with the House 
GOP's zeal for fiscal rectitude. 

Rep. Newt Gingrich (R-Ga.). explaining why the 
minority party blocked a vote on the bill last week, 
said it was "just one more example of borrowing on 
our children, borrowing on our grandchildren." 

Well. he may turn out to be right. President Clin· 
ton. citing recent deficit estimates $.50 billion lower 
than had been projected for this fiscal year. said 
adcting flood relief to the deficit would be justified. 

Not necessarily. The GOP ought to hold his and 
Congress' feet .to the fire to find offsetting spending 
cuts--after the emergency is met. But to hold up aid 
while Congress dickers over offsets is heartless and 
mindless. It substitutes ideological reflexiveness for 
intelligent lawmaking. 

Even Bob Dole. the Senate majority leader. seemed 
to find the House GOP stance baflling. "This is an 
emergency and it's provided for by law," Dole said. 
"Now that doesn't mean we can't change that policy 
maybe next year. But how do you do it now?" 

Po:,r 'fXsfatc-1. A Test Of Wills 
Just as surprisingly as when it resisted several 

weeks ago, the Iraqi government of Saddam Hus­
sein now has agreed to allow U.N. inspectors to 
place monitoring cameras on missile test sites. This 
placement is designed to make Iraq comply with 
U.N. inspections as set forth in the 1991 cease-fire 
that ended the Persian Gulf War. 

There is one condition, however: The cameras 
are not to be turned on for several weeks. while Iraq 
is to report any tests to the U .N. authorities. Is this 
agreement good enough? 

It certainly avoids direct confrontation and con­
flict as the U .N. Security Council-directed efforts to 
require Iraqi COIJ!Pliance continue to unfold. It 
avoids more dealhs. and surely in the mind of 
Saddam Hussein it is connected in some way to 
President Bill Clinton's decision to send cruise mis­
siles against Iraq's military intelligence headquar­
ters in retaliation for Iraq's alleged attempt on the 
life of former President George Bush. The Iraqi 
dictator seems determined to continue probing for 
weaknesses in the U.N.-Western opposition to his 
developing offensive military weapons. 
, The best one can make of Iraq's latest decision to 

allow the U .N. inspectors to do their job is that it is a 
temporary respite from Iraqi efforts to defy the 
world organization. And in Saddam's mind, the Uni­
ted Nations and the United States are virtually one 
and the same. Without the power of the United 
States to make it tough, what would the U.N. 
Security Council be saying and doing regarding 
Iraq? 

This means that the contest of wills between 
Saddam Hussein on the one hand and, essentially, 
President Clinton on the other, probably will contin­
ue indefinitely. Sometimes Iraq will take a stand 
against the U.N. inspections. other times it will not. 
Always, though, Iraq will continue to test. to pres­
sure. to see when the other party in this protracted 
war of nerves will blink. give in and possibly decide 
to go home. 

As long as this attitude is apparent in Baghdad, 
the U.N. Security Council has no reason to lift the 
embargo on Iraqi oil sales, nor should it lift the 
embargo on materials flowing into Iraq. Only when 
Iraqi leaders clearly and continuously display a con­
ciliatory attitude should the Security Council consid­
er ending the embargoes. 
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Clinton moves ginger y 
7/~3 

on Vietnam 
The Clinton administration is being wmeces­

sarily defensive about its recent openings 
toward Vietnam. It has done nothing that 
requires an apology to th~ Americans who, 
justified or not, bear a grudge against Hanoi. If 
anything, it is being too deferential to them. 

Vietnamese cherish their fallen young men just 
as we do ours. 

There's no particular reason to think Warren 
Christopher has a hidden agenda in meeting 
with Vietnamese Foreign Minister Nguyen 
Manh Cam in Singapore on Sunday. After all, 
Mr. Christopher's two predecessors as secre­
tary of state both met with ranking Vieniamese 
to no special effect. 

And as for the recent White House decision 
to end U.S. opposition to Hanoi's applications 
for loans from the International Monetary Fund 
and World Bank, that was merely in recogni­
tion that our allies, impatient with our long­
standing animus toward Vietnam, were about 
to outvote us on the issue. 

The plan to station State Department person­
nel in Hanoi hardly means normalization is 
imminent. They'll see to the interests of the 
growing number of U.S. visitors to Vietnam 
and allow the U.S. military people already 
there to concentrate on MIA inquiries. 

Truth be told, U.S. policy toward Vietnam 
seems hardly changed from the bard-nosed 
attitudes of the Reagan-Bush years. Washing­
ton still insists on the "fullest possible accotmt· 
ing'' of our .MIAs - an arbitrary, easily manip­
ulated standard if there ever was one - before 
it considers ending Vietnam's economic and 
diplomatic quarantine. 

The release last week of a portion of cap­
tured Vietnamese documents to the Hanoi 
regime was long overdue. The documents pro­
vide clues to the burial places of as many as 
300,000 Vietnamese soldiers. It hardly seems 
fair to berate Hanoi for a lack of cooperation 
while holding back this information. The 

Washington continues to treat the Hanoi 
regime like a Marxist monolith when in fact it 
is sharply divided between hard-liners, who 
may resent U.S. prying, and pragmatists who 
yearn for decent relations, trade and aid. The 
best strategy for achieving U.S. ends in East 
Asia lies in strengthening the band of the latter 
with our understanding, not playing into the 
hands of the former with our obstinacy. 

BCf/f/MOfe Sv,1 7/;;..c, . 
Warning Signs for the Jobs Summit 

President Cllnton's "Jobs summit" - a Camp 
David gathering this fall of finance and labor min­
isters from the Group of Seven advanced lndustr1al 
countries - may provtde some awkward moments 
for admtnlstrauon advocates of higher minimum 
wages, open-ended extension of jobless benefits 
and Increased payroll taxes to pay for health care. 

All Increase the cost of labor and discourage new 
hiring. On a scale much higher than that found In 
the United States. they have long been a feature of 
the European labor scene. Now the 24-naUon Or­
ganlzatton for Economic CooperaUon and Develop­
ment ias come out With a report linking Europe's 
double-digit unemployment rates With similar poll­
cles on the Clinton soC1al agenda. 

The OECD said long-term unemployment. 
which has reached plague proporuons In Europe. Is 
an outgrowth of rtgtd labor laws that discourage Job 
creauon and of generous unemployment benefits 
that gave the jobless scant Incentive to look for 
work. Job growth In Europe. primarily In the pub­
lic sector. has been slow to non-existent for a long 
time. In the U.S .. In contrast, non-farm employ­
ment rose from 71 million In 1971 to 110 million 
this year. a private-sector record attained. however. 
at the cost of stagnant real wages. rising Inequality 
In Income dlstr1buUon and dlmtntshedjob securtty. 

There Will be little tncenuve at the ')obs summit" 
to trade negatives back and forth across the Atlan­
tic. But fortunately. the organization has a few 
poslUve suggestions that seem to find favor In U.S. 

and European policy circles. One would be to 
swttch from the passive to the acuve In helping the 
unemployed. Instead of putung so much stress on 
jobless benefits. governments could require coun­
seling. Interviews and assistance In Job searches. 
They would put greater emphasts on educaUon. job 
training. apprenUceshlps and longer-range employ­
ment - a fteld In which Europe often excels. 

The OECD figures. which show European un­
employment climbing from 9.9 percent In 1992 to 
11.9 percent In 1994. are the mirror Image of a 
U.S. Jobless rate going from 7.4 percent In 1992 to 
6.5 percent In 1994 (and perhaps as low as 5.5 
percent In Mr. Clinton's re-elecuon campaign year. 
1996). Japan With unempjoyment In the 2 percent 
range would seem to be much better off. but orily 
last week a Japanese think tank figured that "real" 
unemployment (counting those doing virtually 
nothing on the Job) Is In the 6 percent range. 

Because all the advanced countries obviously 
have serious problems With unemployment. Mr. 
Clinton's call for a 1obs summit" when he was In 
Tokyo was more than just a public relauons gim­
mick to Ue foreign and domesuc policy together for 
the benefit of voters back home. It could lead to 
serious discussions comparable to the ·economtc 
summit" he staged In Little Rock before h1s Inaugu­
ration. But admlnlstraUon promoters of liberal so­
cial policies had better be forewarned that some of 
their favortte remedies might get sour billing from 
European officials who have to live With them. 
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A Good Idea in Housing 
T HE CLINTON administration is propasiag a 

major dwlge in the public housillg rent 
structure. It would ease the relatiombip 

between rent and iilcome. Under current rules, 
whenever a tenant's income goes up, the govern­
ment consumes 30 percent ot the increllle in rent. 
The "rent tax" atop all other waea becomes a 
disincentive either to work or to get a better job or, 
if the tenant bas such a· job, to remain in public 
housing. The idea is to reduce the disincmtive. 
Of6c:ials believe tbat, in the loo1 nm, teaaDta, 
projects and the peniment all will be better off. 

The public housing program dates from the 
1930s. For years the standard in aettiDI rents was 
that they should cover operatiq coata. The federal 
govemrnent had already paid the cost ot Clllllltl'UC· 
tioa: the rental income would pay the rest. The 
probiem was that the subsidy wasn't deep eDllUlb­
Rems pegged to operating costs were biPer tbaD 
a lot of poor people could afford. 

In tbe 1970nnd 19808. the gweaumeat bent to 
need and bepn to set renta as a pen:mtage of 
tenant income instead. The oriliDa1 figme ot 25 
percent was raised to 30 percent by the Reapn 
administration in 1981. Even so, the incamHued 
renta weren't enoup to cover riliq eaersY and 
other operatin1 costs, and the govealLIUlellt bis ailo 
been RMnl local housin1 autboritiea operatiq 
subsidies since tbe mid-1970s. 

Tn WA5lft!IC'IOI' Poll' IAU"'D.lY. )ll.Y 26.1993 

Who Will Aid Foreign Aid? 
l . h. h 

T
HIS WAS supposed to be the year m w 1c 
. .\merica's foreign aid program experi­
enced the comprehensive restructuring 

long :;ought hv ,;upporters and opponents alike .. It 
w;i; al,o tu he tile ve~r in which a new adminis­
tration comnutted to sustainable economic devel­
"pment and the eradication of poverty would 
provide leadership in targeting aid money on 
poorer nations that are tak1~g the right measures 
[0 raise living standards. unfortunately. the op­
portunity for achieving both ends 1s fading fast. If 
the moment is lost, the Clinton admm1strauon 
will have itself to blame. 

The time was ripe for addressing the host of 
aid reform issues when the House Foreign Af· 
fairs Committee considered the foreign assis­
tance authorizing legislation earlier this year. 
Chairman Lee Hamilton and his Republican coun­
terpart. Benjamin Gilman, had produced a first­
rate reform package four years ago and were 
eagerly awaiting an admirustration .that had a 
genuine interest in fixing foreign aid. But the 
Clinton administration was unprepared to enga.ge 
the House m a senous discussion, despite earlier 
pledges to have a restructuring plan ready for 
Congress in the spring. The Senate Foreign 
Relauons Committee is faced with a similar 

dilemma: it's ready to tackle the problems as 
well. But the Hill has been stymied by intermina­
ble executive branch reviews and turf battles that 
have left the reform plan languishing in the 
in-boxes of senior bureaucrats. . 

Meanwhile. it's close to business as usual with 
the foreign aid appropriations ball. As the adnun­
astration meanders, the House has sent to the 
Senate a spending bill that chops away at. what is 
already a tight aid request. The ball s hugi: 
engines-aid to Russia. Israel and Egypt-al­
most guarantee that most of the administration's 
money requests will safely pass through Con­
gress in spite of overall budget constraints. But a 
terrible price is bemg paid as a result To make 
room for these politically inviolable items, pr<r 
grams that serve the poorest of the poor-the 
World Bank's International Development Associ­
ation. AID's Development Fund for Africa-had 
to take serious hits in the House-passed bill. 
What's worse, people in the world'.s poorest 
nations must bear the burden of cuts m order to 
fW1d aid to the International Fund for Ireland, 
Portugal, Greece. Turkey and-unkindest. of 
all-$7 million for African elephant conservauon. 
Where is the administration? 

L\ I 



Fix, but Don't Kill, the N .E.D. . ... ·· 

In a surpris111g turnabout in June, the House of 
Representauves voted to kill funding for the Nation­
al Endowment for Democracy. By Washingum 
standards. the money is triVial - S48 million - but 
the pnnciple is scarcely petty. Unless the Senate 
decides otherwise this week. it will mark the end of 
the N.E.D .. which was established during the Rea­
gan years to promote democracy abroad.and is now 
supponed by President Clinron. 

Opponents charge that the endowment is a 
cold-war fossil whose m1SSion has been compro­
mised by its peculiar status as a pnvate foundation 
using public funds. They point with alarm to dubious 
grants to right-w111g trade unions or exile groups 
favored by one or another of four "core" intermedi· 
aries who make the grants - the Republican and . 
Democrauc panies, the A.F.L-C.I.O. and the U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. But one can acknowledge 
the point and still wonder if the right remedy is to 
scuttle the program rather than repair iL 

Paul Kanjorski of Pennsylvania, who led the 
House rebellion, called the endowment "an inSUlt to 
the Constitution:·. because it has provided tax mon-

ey to private groups to carry on foreign affairs. But 
there has long been a workable parmenrup in 
disaster relief, without anyone perceiVlng an.illSulL 
And the same House voted $127 million to sublli4lbe 
the overseu martcelillg of prunes, whisky, candy 
and fruit juice, a form of private sector partiienbip 
it found less otfensiVe than helping democnits in 
post-COmmunist and third-world countries. · 

It is neYertheless true that the endowment 
needs a different structure. Mr. Clinton has defined 
promotion of democracy as cme of the pillars of U.S. 
foreign policy. It Is far beuer for both recipient and 
donor if American help is openly provided. TbOle 
aims could be achieved, and c:onst.itutional qualms 
met. if the N.E.D. was reborn as a fully public 
instiwtion answerable to tupayers through Con­
gress or the PresidenL 

Why not give the N.E.D. a fresh chaner under a 
blue-ribbon; publicly appointed board directly em­
powered to approve grants, thus remOV1ng prtvate 
groups from the scene? lbat's· a more promiSDlg 
approach than abandoning the field just When dem­
ocrats elsewhere desperately need supporL 

THB NBW YORK TIMBS, TUESDAY. JULY 27, 1993 
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From Whom the Cuban Bell Tolls 
The Clinton Administration has wisely relaxed 

the economic embargo of Cuba to allow U.S. tele­
phone companies 10 share toll revenues with the 
castro regime. This could end a cruel and senseless 
game that has compelled Cuban-Americans m Mi· 
ami to speak to relatives 90 miles away by routing 
calls through Canada, which shares tolls with .Ha­
vana. Yet there is another hurdle before the Imes 
open: Fidel Castro has to agree. . 

In complying with the embargo, American.tele­
phone companies have placed in escrow $80 m1lhon 
owed to Cuba. Havana insists this money has to be 
handed over before direct calls from Florida are 
permitted. But one good turn deserves anothei:; · 
Cuba can r.!!Ciprocate Washington's gesture by 
putting the fscrow issue on hold. It could earn as 
much as $15 million in the first year of the new 
telephone operation and gain good will among exiles · 

who are eager to speak with cooped-up .kinfolk. 
The Clinton initiative is bound to draw fire from 

. hard-liners, who oppose letting the Castro regime . 
earn a nickel in hard currency. But now that Cuba . 
offers no security threat, why make life there even 
harder? More openness, more contacts, more v1s1ts 
would improve the chances for a peaceful transfor­
mation within Cuba - just as it did in Germany, 
where the Bonn Government eased restrictions on 
contacts with Communist East Germany. For the 
first lime in years, influential Cuban exiles are 

. saying just thaL 
If Fidel Castro rejects the Clinton overture, the 

onus will be on him for refusing to open the windows 
In fonress CUba. Even that would be a welcome 
change. Past policies have enabled Mr. Castro to 
blame America for the miseries wrought by his own 
dictatorial follies. 
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Sessions adjourned 
President Bill Clinton·s dismissal this week of 

William S. Sessions as FBI director. and the 
nomination of respected federal Judge Louis J. 
Freeh as Sessions· successor. should begin to re­
:;tore-the self-contidence of the leading federal law­
cnforcement agency. 

Sessions had to depart. For six months. since he 
was charged with ethical misconduct by the Jus­
tice Department's Office of Professional Responsi­
bility. Sessions had clung to power. During .those 
months. the embattled Sessions lost the cred1b1hty 
toieadhis agency. 

The ethics report. issued by the Bush adminis­
tration's departing Attorney General William Barr. 
included sharply worded charges of Sessions' ex­
travagance in- handling FBI money and m takmg 
improper junkets. Sessions never persuasively re­
l'uted any of Barr·s allegations. 

tional banking scandal. Sessions rightly insisted 
on an FBI probe into Justice's mishandling of the 
money-laundering conspiracy at the. ~~co Na­
ti0nal de Lavoro - the Atlanta subsidiary of an 
Italy-based bank that secretly lent money. to Iraq's 
Saddam Hussein. Justice has never explained how 
it mishandled that case so badly. 

Regrettably, Sessions declined Attorney General 
Janet Reno's repeated efforts to let him resign 
gracefully. ·Sessions stood. with more personal de­
fiance than political decorum, on the pnnc1ple that 
only a president could- fire an FBI director in the 
middle of his 10-year term. Reno. after months of 
needless delay, rightly urged Clinton to end the 
controversy. 

Granted. the timing and severity of Barr·s ethics 
investigation was suspicious: It began only .after 
Sessions had embarrassed the Bush admm1stra­
tion. in the middle of the 1992 campaign. by object­
ing to Justice's botched inquiry into an interna-

Sessions' stint at the FBI was not without signifi­
cant accomplishments. especially his efforts to 
open the agency to women and minorities. It falls 
to Freeh to continue that progress - and to add a 
renewed sense of purpose to a bureau of law-en· 
forcement professionals who still enJOY and de­
serve the public's confidence. 

Judge Freeh, At Last 
Even taking into account the normal dose of 

euphoria that accompanies a major nomination and 
the sense of relief that the protracted saga of 
William S. Sessions had finallv ended. President Bill 
Clinton's choice to head the Federal Bureau of 
Investigation appears impressive. The combination 
of Louis J. Freeh's experience as an FBI agent. a 
federal prosecutor and, currently, a federal judge 
should allow him to command the respect necessary 
to restore the bureau to the prominence it needs. 

Praising Judge Freeh as "street-smart," the pres­
ident predicted that his selection will be "good and 
tough - gotx;for the FBI and tough on criminals." 
Whoever takes over the bureau at this point in its 
history will have to be both. As Mr. Sessions dog­
gedly refused to step down in the wake of questions 
about his financial dealings. leadership at the FBI 
suffered, even as it achieved success in combating 
domestic terrorism. Though Judge Freeh's scant 
management experience may be the weakest aspect 
of his background. his supporters say he will be able 
to set the right tone because he was an agent 
himself for six years and can identify with the 
concerns of those under his direction. 

As far as being tough on criminals. Mr. Clinton 

and everyone else pointed to the prosecution of the 
so-called "Pizza Connection" case, which Judge 
Freeh handled when he was an assistant U.S. attor­
ney in New York City. He won praise for his skill and 
tenacity in breaking up the billion-dollar heroin ring, 
yet also won grudging admiration from one of the 
defense lawyers in the case for scrupulous attention 
to the civil liberties of the defendants when ques­
tionable searches were involved. 

Judge Freeh's selection should allow the FBI to 
concentrate on its future. How can it best pursue 
white-collar crime? Will it be able to fight terrorism 
by operating in what the director-designate called 
the "global village" of law enforcement? Can it help 
balance the war on drugs between prosecution and 
prevention? What police functions are best handled 
at the federal level and which are best left to state 
and local authorities? Will it erase past problems of 
discrimination, to create a bureau that looks like 
America and wins the nation's confidence? 

"Our country must be made safe again," ll:ldge 
Freeh declared in the White House Rose Garden 
Tuesday. If he can reach that goal and still stay 
within the rules, he will live up to Mr. Clinton's 
description of him as a "law-enforcement legend." 

• 
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It Need Not Be 
7/J.~ 
Thls Way 

Suddenly It's no longer "Hallelujah" time for the vldes some "Investments" In the country's future, 
Clinton White House. Instead. the president ts re· will do so only margtnally and wtth unpredictable 
duceci to George Bush's old plaint of "gridlock and effects on the nauon's economic growth. 
delay" up on Capitol Hlll. currently the scene of How did thts happen? Where lies the blame? 
another tawdry exerdse In mal.govemment or nus- Because they are In cha?ge. the Democrats have 
government or non-government. take your pick. much to answer for. Rtght at the start of the new 

By the end of this week. operaung all alone. the admlntstration they spumed the Republicans. say­
Democrats tn control of both the execuuve and 1ng they didn't need them. Since then they have 
legl&lative branches hope to conjure a budget bill been mainly negouaung among themselves. a 
out of a hopelessly over-lobbied conference com- spectacle that exposes a badly fragmented party. 
mittee. Then. they plan to pass the measure next But If matters have reached a pretty low point 
week and race off to an August recess. for Democrats: consider the depths to which the 

Nothing much new there. to be sure. and no Republicans have sunk. Instead of being the loyal 
minlcles In Bight In the legl.slauon that will finally oppoatuon. they are a negauve apparttion. a pollti­
emerge. Deftdt spencling wtll be pared all of S l 00 cal force that has opted out of the game of mapping 
bllllon a year on average. from 8300 billion to S200 the nation's fiscal policy. Not a single GOP legtsla­
bllllon by the end of the next half-decade. which tor voted for the budget plans that squeaked 
wW add another 81 trillion to the national debt. through the House and Senate. The trontc result: 
And while the country adjusts to new taxes and pending legtslation ts a lot more liberal than If It 
spending cuts. the uncertainty that has plagued had some Republlcan fingerprints. So what goes on 
businesa and dlsmunlged new htrtng Will remain. the law books at the end of this sad tale wtll be a 
Why? Because health care reform. which wW re- Democrats-only bill. That or a patched-up conttnu­
qulre new revenues from somewhere. will hang out auon of the staws quo as a crtppled admlntstratton 
there u next year's fiscal quesuon mark. contemplates Its next three years tn office. 

All this adds up to a vast letdown from the It need not be like thts. The Founding Fathers 
heady hyperbole of the Clinton campa.Jgn. The did not plan It to be like thts. American voters have 
over-promiser of 1992 hail become the over-com- stgnal.ed again and agatn that they don't want It to 
pnmuser of 1993. a leader either unable or unwtll- be like this. Meanwhile. the established American 
tng to make things palpably better. Hts economic political parties Invite the kind of repudiation that 
package. If It actually redlstr1butes wealth more . threatens their counterparts In other tndustrtal de­
fattiy. restore9 part of the revenue base and pro- mocractes. And Ross Perot waits In the wtngs . 
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No Gridlocksmith 
It is now clear that Bill Clinton is no good at piclcing gridlocks. During his 

·campaign for the presidency, he vowed that he and his fellow Democrats who 
control Congress would cooperate to achieve legislative progress that had been 
stymied by friction between Congress and Republican President George Bush. But 
by.Clinton's own admission, gridlock is still there. blocking movement on his major 
programs. 

Congress has been tinkering with the President's economic plan for what. to 
him. seems like an eternity. It is not acting with enthusiastic speed on his proposal 

for a national service plan. And it is moving too slowly to 
suit him to confirm the appointment of his Surgeon­
General. 

"This institutional delay and gridlock,'' he com­
plained to a conference in Chicago, "is bad for America.'' 

Well. exactly who's to blame? A hec:kler in the 
audience had it right: Bill Clinton is at fault. 

"How can you talk about gridlock," the heckler 
asked. "when the Democrats have control of Congress? 
Why don't you take some leadership?" 

Clinton's programs have encountered time-con­
suming resistance in Congress primarily because they 
were so defectivl! when they arrived that not even the 

ClbdlDll' Democrats could accept them. This is especially true of 
th~ 'P.resident's budget and tax proposals. which are fraught with potentially 
~g!hg implications for the nation's economy. The fear of higher taxes already 
~h11e a chilling effect on businesses and consumers alike. Congress is not finding 
itiasy to transform the Clinton plan into an acceptable program. 

·'.;'.Since the Democrats possess the numerical strength to approve any and 
ev~!1.'!fieasure the Democratic President proposes, the persistence of gridlock 
must be a rerlection of their own lack of confidence in the leadership of a man who 
has shown poor judgment on issue after issue. It is also a reftection of the public's 
lack of confidence in Clinton. If he were more popular with the people, he would 
h,.e more clout with Congress, which is always conscious of the opinion polls. 

Buck-passing won't work for Bill Clinton. His programs are in trouble 
because. simply put, he has failed as a grid.locksmith. 
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Where the best help is self-help 
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When President Clinton last spring appointed a Led by New York investment banker Felix Rohatyn, 

national commission to assess bow Washington a subcommittee of the airlines commission explored 
_might help the ailing airline industry, there were giving the government. more power to inqUire into 
fears the panel would be tempted to launch a return and affect airline financial decisions. In the end, 
to government control of routes and fares. however, the commission suggested only the cre-

ln a recent preliminary repart, however, the Na- ation of a financial advisory committee to help the 
tional Commission to Ensure a Strong, Competitive secretary of transportation review the financial sta­
Airline Industry wisely resisted the temptation to tus of airlines and evaluate propased mergers. 
reregulation. It offered instead a menu of more Some worried that this committee would be the 
modest suggestions to help an industry that has lost first step down the slippery slope to reregulation. 
more than $10 billion in the past three years. But the advisory group would have no enforcement 

The commission wisely observed that the airlines powers and the secretary no new controls. "We're 
will be aided most by a stronger economic recovery trying to do something about the industry's unsa-

-and their own cost-cutting and debt reduction. tifactory financial condition without getting into re-
But it added that Washington can lend a hand by regulation," explained Rohatyn. 

easing some regulations. encouraging increased for- Indeed, the commission. to its credit. explicitly rec­
eign investment and reforming bankruptcy laws to ognized the benefits of deregulation and refused to 
speed the reorganization of failed airlines. More du- pin the industry's woes on it. 
biously, the panel also called for tax relief and some It did. however, cite many other contributing fac-
tightening of government oversight tors-rising costs. overly optimistic expansion plans; 

The recommendations aimed at helping airlines insolvent airlines that linger in bankruptcy and dis· 
help themselves make sense, but special tax treat· tort competition: ruinous fare wars and too many 
ment for the industry is another matter. The fact is seats chasing too few passengers. 
that there is no evidence that taxes have caused the But the panel correctly noted that the industry 
industry's fmancial swoon and no reason to think "must bear its fair share of the burden for its cur­
easing taxes will revive it. rent" plight. And, in fact. most of that litany of fac-

A rollback of the federal ticket tax might be justi· tors qualify more as challenges to management than 
lied as, at best, a temporary cash-boosting measure. as arguments for new governmental policies. 
But tax credits or fuel-tax exemptions likely would Washington can be of help to the airline industry. 
become merely permanent. unjustified subsidies. But for the most part, this is a case where the best 

-: Subsidies, of course, never come without a price. help is self-help. 
.. \ 

(/cve'4f1J P/q,r) Pevt/er 7/-; .. 7 
Clinton panel's ideas take flight 

President Bill Clinton's commission to rescue 
the nation's struggling airlines appears to have 

concluded there is nothing wrong with the indus­
try that can·t be fixed by government intervention. 
But. as if to reassure those who believe deregu­
lation must not be made the scapegoat for the air­
lines' financial woes. the commission declined 
even to consider recommending a return to gov­
ernment controls on fares and routes. 

But for true free marketeers. there is reason to 
question. ~f not oppose. some remedies suggested 
in the coRlmission s preliminary report issued last 
week. Various forms of tax relief. for instance. 
could be construed as federal subsidies for private 
corporations that have made bad commercial deci­
sions. And a proposal that the government set up a 
special advisory committee to peer into carriers· fi­
nancial restructurings. mergers and acquisitions -
possibly an indirect form of regulation - should 
be viewed with reserve. 

Realistically. however. the commission could be 
said to have addressed fairly the very issues that 
haw !'csh:iped U.S. 11irlines into entities that carry 

more passengers than in pre-deregulation days, . 
while piling up heavy losses. The impact of price 
wars. economic recession and soaring fuel costs. 
among other contributing factors. was measured. 
The commission should not be faulted because it 
took its job senously. 

Nor should its proposals be disregarded merely 
because they might be considered controversial. 
One that is sure to inspire debate - and some 
philosophical hosulity on Capitol Hill - would pry 
the nation·s air traffic control system out of the 
clutches of the Federal Aviation Administration · 
and hand it to a self-financed. independent cor­
poration. It's an idea that should be thoroughly ex­
plored. 

Indeed. the commission has produced an interim 
report that is sound in its assessment of the scope 
of the industry's problems. and hardly outrageous 
in its recommendations for change. Some of its 
findings have more merit than others. but all de­
serve careful consideration by the adQUnistration 
and Congress. 
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Wonking away with Al Gore 
There's a kindly rumor around that when Tipper 
Gore wants Vice President Al Gore's attention. the 
sweet nothings she whispers have to do with 
··performance review." "government decentraliza­
tion." "employee empowerment" and "culture 
change." The rumor could be true: During a con­
versation with Gore Monday afternoon. he was 
most expressive on the subject of making govern­
ment work better. Listen for a while. and you 
come away impressed that if anyone can make 
government work better. maybe he's the one. 

. .\t President Clinton's request. Gore is leading the 
National Performance Review. an "intensive. six­
month study" to make government "work better 
and cost less." This isn't the first such effon, Gore 
acknowledges. He admits to looking over the fruits 
of 500 similar _studies. most of which have had 
zero lasting impact. Gore thinks he can do better. 
and he builds a potent argument that the country 
badly needs him to do better. 

Gore tells. for example. of assembling a copy of 
every federal regulation that bears on hiring or 

firing a federal employee. They'd cover a large 
conference table "to the ceiling," Gore said, "and 
they weigh 1.088 pounds. The comparable volume 
of material at the Saturn plant in my state is about 
20 pages." That son of regulatory overkill. he says, 
adds tremendously to the cost of government 
while dragging down its efficiency. 

His effort will be different from those failed previ­
ous attempts at reform. Gore says, because he's 
working "from the inside," unleashing the creative 
power of fed~ral employees themselves to redesign 
how they work. and avoiding the antagonism 
directed at preachy outside consultants. 

Gore has a point: The current quality movement 
that underlies his effort is different from previous 
reform theologies. It emphasizes reform that flows 
up, is flexible and respects common sense. It 
doesn't impose answers; it empowers employees to 
develop their own - and to keep improving on 
them. That creates an unusual chance for success 
which Gore recognizes and is eager to exploit. He 
may not succeed. but don't bet against him. 

• R ,d,.,c.1) i7fl1e 3 f),Jfq,1ch /j~ '1 

!£annng Experience 
. · Every administration since Washington's likely has vowed to streamline 

goyi:mment. Al Gore heads the current campaign to make the federala more 
efficient. Who does not wish him well? 
·,. : · His billet has led him to question congressional intrusion into mundane 
~tters best left to the Executive Branch. According to nu Washington Post, 
.'Secretary of Intenor Bruce Babbitt, for example, has found to his surprise that he 
~-under o~ers from Congress to maintain 23 positions in the Wilkes-Barre, 
ennsyl~ field oi;n~e of the ~thraot~. reclamation program and to spend 

$,100,000 this Y~ ~beagles m.Hawau to sniff out brown tree snakes." 
.1' Gore says, Miaomanagement 1s a very serious problem." When Congress 

compels the Intenor Department to train snake-sniffing beagles it limits th 
department's manuervability elsewhere - thereby encouraging inefficiencies. e 

By the wal'., bef?re ascending to the vice presidency, Gore served 10 years in 
tJ:ie House ~d eight m the Senate. And even he admits that "it's amazing what a 
di1feren~ SIX months makes in one's perspective." Presidents Reagan and Bush 
thank him very much. 

]c 
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IDITORIALS 

IMMIGRATION 
Clinton plan a solid first step, but only that 

With undocumented newcomer1 continu­
ing to crash ti.S. border• and fanatical new· 
comer• abualn1 11n1roU1 lmmi1rat1on and 
asylum laws, Pr11ident Cllnton'a plan to 
•here up tmm11ration law enforcement 11 
prudent and welcome. But the prNident and 
C:in1re11 mu1t alao move 1wiftly to plus the 
loopholu In exl1tin1 law1 to dl1co11ra1e ille­
gal lmml1rat!on lA the workplace. 

ln th• r111h t~ confront a deadly triad 
comprtaed ot t1rror11u. ocean·bound alien 

, 1mu111era called •1aakehud1" and border 
1mu11l1n called •co1ot••." Americana 
1hoaid alao be ccnc:erald about the dan1er 
of a reacuon asunet tmml1rant1 them• 
aelv11. Mr. Cllntol ltl'lek jult the r11b1 note 
when be noted tbat "We malt 11y no to lll• 
1a1 1mm11rauon ao we can continue to 111 
ya to 1•1111mm11ratton. • 

Tb• pr•tdent'1 plan calla for Consrea to 
appropriate 1172.S mllllon in lPH 10 that the 
r0Uowtn1 me11ur11 can be talcen: 

• Hire up to 600 new apntt for the Border 
Patrol and purchue needed equipment and 
technolo11. 

• Double the prlaon eentencu for alien 
em1111len convicted under the Raclcet"r· 
influenced and Corrupt Or1anizattona Act. 

authorize u .. of wtretept In alien 1magUn1 
1nvam1attom. and espand the autboritJ to 
Hise the u .. u ot amuglen 

• Expand computeriled information 1atb· 
erin1 at U.8. e1Dbaal11 IJld con1ul1t11, IDd 
expand cooperative pro1ram1 with rore11n 
1overnmenta and airline compan111 to pre­
vent improperly documented pwen1era 
from boardtn1 aircraft headed for the 
United Statu. 

Mr. Cltntcn'a commenu renect a keenar 
underatandtn1 of the problema and p~ 
ce1H• f1c1n1 the federal tmau1r11ion 
111tboritit1 than any prnioua prllident ill 
memory. But the White Ho1a1e ancl Collar., 
1hould now follow tbroup In a bipctilu 
aptrU to craft enttrtJy new lqtalatton 
duJ911ed to eliminate pmmlcb In currat 
uylum law. 

Bven thou1b the Border Patrol mun be 
beefed up, plu111n1 fraudulent document 
loopholu ln the eailtln1 employer auo. 
uou law would be even more attlCUve. Mr. 
Clinton lalow1 lmmJ9raUOn control ii a Ion,. 
term procua: there 11 no •mqtc bullet.• 
Employera and 1111111 Job ... 1r.,. aboald be 
aent a me11a1e that the lawa wUJ be 
en toroid. 

~. 2 



• 1 .. 

TJ WHiTE i.;QLJSE 

Controlling imm1grat1on -~~I 
;, 

Clinton plan should di.'3courage abuses 

P 
r?SiC:ent Clinton·; immi~a:ion 
reform package strikes a "~"P­
er. balance ~tweeo the need 
to C!':ick down on gro·.~:ing 
;;buses and :he funaair.ental 

Amenc4n :radition of an open door for 
:ega! im::tigrants; 

A i<ey element of the administntie!'l·s 
plan is aimed at eliminating illegal car· 
goes of Chinese workers whC1 are cruelly 
expkited by employe:11 in W. co;.:ntry 
and !:ly organized smu11ling gangs 
abroad. But the l>iggest impact ir1 San 
D~ego· 'lltilJ ~me from the presid-!nt's 
endc::rsement. of 600 additional Border 
P,itrcl ageritt along the Southwest 
border. · 

About half. of the illegal .unmigrants 
apprehenci'!d by the Border Patrol each 
year enter thro11gb Sa.., Diego County. 
But there are only 1.000 ase.'lts assigned 
td the t1j)rawl.ing San Diego sector today, 
including 200 new agenu added in the · 
last year. 

T!tis force is stretched far too thin to 
contain the ten! of thousands o{ undocu­
mented migrants v1ho cross the ~rder 
nere e1c.il month. 

Ci:nton's ac~owledpm~t that the 
:OOr:ie: Pattol is "breathtakingly under• 
staffed" marks an accomplil!unent of 
:c;.)rtS for :"Mmbers of San Diego's con• 
g:nsional delegation. who l"nlJ ha·1e 
pre.~sed for increued · Border P~trol 
funcfiria, 

Eveif befote tbe Clinton plan ·was an· 
:iounced, . the · H.oue. had . approved an 
~rchnent t~ boos~ the Border Patrol's 

s:aff by ~OIJ. The administration'!! origi· 1 

nal bi.;dget for ne:rt year actually called · 
for a decrea$e in the Border Patrol's 
force of 3,500 agents. 

At least hall of the new agents are 
expected to be assi#ned to the satt Diego 
i:ector. That will amount to a pei'aonnel ' 
increase of nearly one-third at ·a time 
.,...hen apprehensions in San Diego County 
are r1Jnaing 5 percent below last yar~ .. 
Local agents consider that encouraging · · · 
prcg:ess. particularly in Iii.ht of double-' 
digit increases in apprehensions record- · 
ed alon1 the Arizoaa and Texas bOrder iii · 
1993. . .. 

The· admi."1.istrabon's. refomt package . 
includes baianced proposals to 1tream- • 
line the proceullli of. Political asylum 
clairr..s and to weed out the·~ numo 
ber of ftivolou•· and· fr.11:du.lent •cl3imt;·· 
Among the measures are·increased pen· 
.1lties for smugglers and the extension of 
anti·raclteteerinf laws to immigr3tion yj;. 
ola.tions, · theteby giving prosecutors .. 
more tools to go afte: orgarmed cutels 
th1t traffic in illegal wo:kws. ' 

Nor.e Of these change.s would infringe 
on :he· t'iiht.s of immigrants who enter. 
th'! United States legally. Nor WW!d they.; : 
dimiiiisli this countr}·' s noble eoinrnit-- , 
ment to providing a safe refuge lot legi~. 
mate victims of political · ~tion ' 
around-~ 1lobe. -·. · ·:: ·~;· ... 

Clintoii.'.-1 constru~ : le~p. _on .. 
thig poli~ .\'OWilt issue'OUSbt to Ile.Ip'' 
deii:se the trOUblini rise in aatlofmsniitl~ . 
ti-:i::i eenilinent - in San Di8'°~and elie-. 
wbere. . .. ·- " . . . .. :-;.; .. 

- ., . -.... --·· . ,,,.-......... . 
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Ready for peace? Not Syria 
Many public officials are 

practiced in the art of talking 
without saying anything, but 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher truly has the act 
down pat. Asked to comment 
on Sunday's batUe between Ls· 
raeli forces and Arab radicals 
in Lebanon. Christopher 
came up with this: 

"The violence is clearly 
counterproductive as far as 
the peace talks are concerned. 
At the same time, I want to 
emphasize that lt ls precisely 
because of violence such as 
that. that we are caused as the 
co-sponsors, RUllllla and the 
United States. to pursue very 
urgently and aggreulvely 
the peace procea. because 
the underlying problems" 
and so forth and ao OIL 

Most illuminating. 
Just wh:ll c.loea Christopher 

mean by "the peace proceaa," 
anyway? A government (or 
other fighting force) ls either 
ready to make peace or it 
isn't. Until enemies agree that 
their goal is to make peace 
with each other - as the Na· 
tlonalist Party and the Afri· 
can National Congress 
agreed in South Africa. or the 
FMLN communists and the 
Cristiani government in El 
Salvador - talk of a peace 
"process" is empty. Only after 

the threshold decision to end 
the enmity is locked in can 
patient negotiators craft the 
rules under which the former 
enemies will live together. 

It doesn't work in the other 
direction. Ten rounds of the 
Arab-Israeli "peace process," 
and Christopher is no closer 
to announcing a peace treaty 
than James Baker ever was. 

And behind the cross­
border r:aids on Sunday lies 
partofthereasonwhr.Syri~ 

l.srael's raids were a re­
sponse to weeks of rocket at­
tacks from the other direc­
tion. The attacks have come 
from Hezbollah's religious 
terrorists and Ahmed Jibril's 
Palestinian terror cadre. 
Both seek to wipe Israel off 
the map. Both vow to sabo­
tage the ''peace process." And 
both operate in Lebanon with 
Syria's support - for nothing 
happens in Lebanon unless 
Damascus approves. 

Yet Syria is a full partner in 
the negotiations with Israel. 
Whatever its reasons for join­
ing the peace talks, making 
peace isn't among them. So 
why does Christopher pre· 
tend it is? If he wants to incu· 
bate a real peace process, 
turning off the fog and telling 
the truth about Syria would be 
a step in the right direction . 

,... , 
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War cincl Peace in ~the Middle Easttl 
With luck. the deadly exchanges of bombs and 

rockets now raining dawn on civilian popu!aUODa on 
both sides of the Israeli-Lebanese border won't blow 
up the Middle East peace talks. Stopping the negott­
aticma would perversely reward the very group that 
triggered the latest cycle of Violence - the radical 
Lebanese Pany of God. whose guerrillas killed · 
seven Israeli soldiers stationed on Lebanese soil 
earlier this month in a calculated etton to under­
mine the talks. 

With that danger in mind. Damascus has pru­
dently restrained its own forces in Lebanon even 
though Syrian soldiers have been killed in the 
fighting. Showing less restraint, Israel is deliberate­
ly trying to force tens of thousands of Lebanese 
civilians to nee northward, in the hope this wiD 
somehow pressure Beirut and Damascus to crack 
down on the Pany of God. 

But violence, panicularly on such a large scale. 
can develop its own terrible momenwm. Twice 
before, in 1978 and 1982, lsraell retaliatory raids on 
Lebanon escalated into bigger battles. with unnap­
PY consequenc:eS all around. 

Washington is thus right to take this lacesc 
· crisis extremely seriously, rushing Secnury ot 

State Christopher back from Asia for urgent COlllUl­
tauona with President Clinton before he sets off for 
the Middle East this weekend. 

Mr. Christopher's original goal of revitalizing 
the peace talks suddenly takes on new urgency. lbe 
Israeli, Lebanese. Syrian and Jordanian Govern­
ments. along with the Pale~linian. neg~!O~· all 

. -~-:---· 
~-

···---· ·--· 

feel they have a stake in keeping the talka going. But 
that may not be enough. 

With radical Islamic rejectionists like the Par­
ty of God and Hamas working to raise the level at 
Violence and with the talks stalemated aver core 
issues like Jerusalem and the Golan Heights, poliU­
cal suppon for peace in the region couJd begin to 
melt away before year's end. 

Mr. Christopber faces a formidable cbaJ1ease. 
He has no magic powers to create a nego&jaling 
breakthrough. only the Middle Eastern parues 
directly concerned can do that. Yet he, and his boss, 
Bill Clinton, will be held politically accountable if 
the talks break down. 

What former Secretary of State James Baker 
put together with the smoke and mirrors he called 
"constrUctive ambiguity" must now be sustained 
through grit and hard work. Perhaps Mr. Chrillo­
pher can help Israelis and PaJestUDans find a way 
to talk about self-government In the West Bank and 
Gaza Without tripping over final territorial defini­
tions. Maybe he can unlock Israel and Syria frum 
their mutual inaislence that the odler go first in 
spellins out a Golan HetpU deaL Even better• 
would be a rec:bargiq of tbe will to c:ompromtle, · 
worn down by montha of iDtemlpdaas aacl delay. 

1be only altemauve to ftllllldated peace ts now 
spectac:ularty on view on bodl lddes of the lsraell­
LebeneSe frontier. 1be grtm borror at tbat alterna-. 
live has property concentrated the minds at Amel1- . 
can statesmen. May it do the same for their Arab 
and Israeli counterparts, before It Is too late. 

:_ THB NBW YORK TIMBS. WBDNBSDAY. JULY 28. 1993 

.. . 

I T IS THE conceit of Hezbollah ("Party of . 
God"), the Iran-aided terrorist. group, that by 
provoking Israel it can derail the Arab-Israeli 

peace talks. This is foolish. Hediollab's opp+ilim to 
the talks is not in doubt. Bat OD both sides, thele 
talks expips a larger offic:ial and popular mmmit-

. ,1 meat~ beyond the easy reach of temmst upaet. 

desperately trying to· rebuild;~ leaib the gDel'" 
riDas Irm and Syria sponsor, in their· reapectM! 
faslDoos, on its territory.- 1.::·.• u:•1~. -~'- ::::. ·,: •. 

Israel is then led to prot8:t: its "barclin, aS Ill)' 
nation would. But by taking Oveir'a··sb Of Lebm:in 
far its own strategic pUrpoaeii,. Jsrilel' iDflicts. cme 
blow cm its neighbor.ml bY itB bat ml fieavyp&iraliit 
of guerrillas well beyond that.slice. it inflicts another 
blow. Israelil .of .. the right tend. to see Lebamus 
Israel's to make over. Israelis of the left recall earlier 

· · wars, especially the one in 1981, and see a quagmire.·· 
But both Israeli factiom support a negotiated peace. 

It was helpful to have President Clinton reassert 
the priority of the diplomatic track yesterday. It bad 
already been announced that Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher was heading to the Middle F.ast 
next week; Mr. Clinton bad the secretary cut short 
an Asia trip to return to Washington first. The 
United States, eager far progress in the stalled talks, 

Still, once military forces wheel into actiaa in the 
Middle East, no one can be entirely sanguine about 
what. might ensue. That is reason enough far con­
cern_ about the week's violence. From their sanctu­
ary in Syria-dominated Lebanon, ffed>oJJah guerrillas 
bad recently killed seven Israeli soldiers in the slice 
of the country that Israel control5, and bad rocketed 
bonier settlements in Israel proper. Israelis respond­
ed With powerful assaults aimed at punisbing the 
guenillas and raising the alSts to Lebanon of failing 
to keep its territory guerrilla.free. North and south 
of the border. civilian casualties have been recorded 
and several hundred thousand villagers displaced 
from their homes. . . 

A. familiar pattern is evident here. Lebanon's 
~ent, weakened by civil war and foreign 
mterventlOD, cannot perlmm the first fum:tion of 
sovereignty of controlling its awn territory. H it 
could, there is every reason to think that Lebanon, 

· ·wants to ·maintain its standing with. an tbe "parties. 
But was it necessary far the pi'esident to laud the · 
wcommendable restraint" of Syria. which. though it 
seems to have acted soberly with its own fortes, bas 
a measure of responsibility for the guerrilla ma­
rauders who touched off this dangerous episode? 

z 
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GAYS IN Mil.JTARY 
New policy faces appropriate constitutional challenge 

T 
HE policy on homosexuals and feeling expressed over the last six 
the military announced by monlhs as the policy took shape, but 
President Clinton this week not impossible. 

was based on his notion that individ- Mr. Clinton ·s changes appropri­
uals have a right to an opportunity to ately focus on conduct. But they do so 
'erve in the armed forces if. given the in ways sufficiently contradictory that 
rrulitary·s uruque needs and demands. the policy is vulnerable to constitu­
that IS where their sense of service tional challenges on free-speech and 
and talents leads them. At the same equal-protection grounds. For exam­
time he affirmed "the individual·s re- pie. if a homosexual publicly an­
sponsibility to conform to the high nounces he or she IS gay, the policy 
standards of military conduct... states that this action carries a "rebut-

A key issue has been whether those table presumption - of homosexual 
who identify themselves as homosex- conduct. which is prohibited. Yet that 
uals can be compatible with military same individual can participate out of 
service. The political pro- wuform in a gay parade or 
cess is an unsat1Sfactory iiji}bi)·if.\gj spend off-duty time at a gay 
forum for weighing . the -• •H 1

1 
.. • .. - bar - both public .acuvmes -

social. moral. and sp111tual without this uuuaung offi-
1Ssues implicit in that ques· cial inquiries about homo-
tion. The policy debate will go on with sexual activity. The American Civil 
the recogrution that while many have Liberties Union IS already set to test 
been dismissed from the service for the new policy in court. although the 
homosexual behavior, many others White House and Pentagon claim that 
have served and are servmg with dis- the changes v.ill stand up. 
tinction. That the Pentagon elected to The policy s inconsistencies reflect 
stop administrative discharges. soc1ety·s grappling with the larger is­
mcluding those for alleged homosex- sues of privacy. identity. and individual 
uals. during the Gulf war suggests that rights in a democratic society rooted 
ihe current debate may be one the in the Judea-Christian tradition. Seen 
country can afford only in peacetime. m that conte)."t. it is important that all 

Yet the unit cohesion that serves those who continue to engage the 
the milir.ary in combat is built in 1Ssue inside and outside the military 
peacetime. Now that the president has do so without rancor or condemna­
set the policy. with the support of the tion. For those who. like us. find scrip­
Joint Chiefs of Staff. and presuming tural guidance sufficient on the larger 
Congress does not alter it. the Penta- moral questions involved. there 
gon must IITlplement it in ways that remains in that gwde no support for 
protect the d!gnity of all concerned. bigotry. intolerance. or disrespect of 
This will be difficult. given the strong the individual. 
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Tadly'I 111111111m is on the RIH1 I 
and whether, the U.S. can help bring it to a halt 

USA can still help Bosnia 
- and future Bosnias 

: li!ll;i'l!Wi As a matter of lead-
Ii. Iii. 111111 ... llli .. ii •• 11. arshlp and securtty, 
the United States must engage 

~ ltseH on the ground In Bosnia. 
· Two months ago. the U.:"I. Security 
: Council voted to create six Muslim "safe 
' havens" in war-battered Bosnia. Now. 
i Serb marauders are closing in on Saraje­
i vo. and Western governments. includ-
1 ing our own. continue to fret and dither, 
I squandering one of the few remaining 
·1-opponunities to curtail the fighting in 

that pathetic country. 
I What to do? Some say ignore it all. 

I 
Let Bosnia be Bosnia. they say. 

But that's no solution. Abandonment 
would doom thousands of Bosnian 

I Muslims to rape and murder as more 

I 
powerful Serb and Croat factions carve 
up the country. Worse. abandonment 

1 would embolden every genocidal thug 
on the planet If the champions of collec­
tive security - the USA. Europe, the 
United Nations - can't do any better 
than muner about what a good thing 
peace is. few despots will be deterred. 

Fonunately, useful interVention still is 
possible. The warring parties are set to 
meet in Geneva Tuesday to worlc on an 

agreement to partition Bosnia. The odds 
are long against it though. so Washing. 
ton and its allies must push for accep­
tance of something less: the havens 
scheme. And onoc accepted. Washing­
ton must be ready to lead the deploy­
ment of a U.N. sanctuary-defense force. 

Why us? Because no other source of 
true leadership has yet arisen - not in 
Europe, where the diplomatic mood has 
at times been an ugly conglomeration of 
bluster and appeasement; and not in the 
United Nations, which seems to want to 
act, but which is constrained by the ai>­
sence of strong leadership. 

So it's up to President Ointon.. And 
regardless of the various political obsta­
cles. he must not tail. If the administJa. 
tion does not make a forceful aeszure 
now - e"Ven one that requires a com­
mitment of troops 10 an intcmational 
ground foroe - it will doubtless surren­
der Bosnia to a hideous fate. 

Worse, it will undercut the promise of 
c:ollcctive security upon which the world 
now depends. Once that messqe is sent 
and heard, Bosnia may well be just the 
terrible tr.ginning of a terrible age. 

.... U.N. base fired on, 7A 

·A void messes like Bosnia 
OPPOSING VIEW u.s. .... 

tarca 
sladd 111 usecl IDllly ta ........ 
U. ...nty lnt81'81ts of 1111 USA. 

} As Bosnia en1m the fmal throes of 
disintqration, armchair in1a'Ventionis1s 
still refuse to recognize the limi1s of 
American power. Not 
only would they en­
tangle the USA in im­
practical schemes to 
provide "safe ha­
vens" for the defeated 
Muslims. but they 
court involvement in 
future 8osnias. 

I 
Advocates of a hy· 

peractivist policy in­
sist that if Washing­
ton had intervened 
early and decisively 
in Bosnia. that a>untry could have been 
~ed as a stable multiedmic Slate. 
They conclude that the USA.must emt 

I greater lt.adership. indud:ing • willing-

1~~=-=-= 

lives and masure in a multitude of~ 
chial conflicts that have little or no ~ 
vancc to the security of the USA. 

There will be many Bosnias in the 
post-Cold War era. Indeed, there ~ 
more than 30 civil wars or aoa-border 
c:onflicls at the moment. filbting rap 
in Aflh•nistan, AJllDla, Azerbaijan. 
Geoqia. Somalia, Sri Lanka and Sudan, 
to mention olily the bloodiest emnplr:s. 

Most of those struglcs rdlect ancient 
ethnic or retiaious bamds or iaritoria1 
grievances. Bosnia, for example, was 
never a viable country, mcrdy a bamo. 
ground when: Serbs, Croa1s and Mus. 
lllns periodically slaugb1md om: 8Jlotb. 
er for a:ntiuics. The notion 11111 the 
USA. actingaloneortbrou&b the Uni1M 
Nations, can impose order on such a tur· 
bule:nt world is inimtile amJpllQ:. 

Policymakas should insist 11111 U.S. 
armed fonzs be used solely to defend 
the vi18l security iDtmsts of the Ameri­
can people. A high tbresbokl otl8bt 10 be 
required before a conlict is deemed .n­
ous enouab 10 wmnllt inil w:mioD by 
the USA. MCllt Be• ie«yte 11rUDB. 
bowever 1rl(lic: 1bey may be ir1be Jm" 
ticismm; will am:rtm:b tbll dllabukL 
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Lurching Again? 
-? I 
11~9 

. Earlier this year the U,S. lurched toward direct military involvement in the 
shattered remnants of Yugoslavia. President Clinton rattled sabres. After several 
weeks of hints of U.S. force to come, he prudently took no unilateral action. Has the 
lurching resumed? 

"I'm very upset by the shelling in Sarajevo," said Clinton yesterday. He also 
said if asked by the United Nations he would commit U.S. air power to protect UN 
forces in Sarajevo from Serbian shelling. France, whose troops have come under 
fire. would like to see air cover begin "as rapidly as possible." Indeed, by now allied 
pW\es could be strafing Serbian positions. 

About the situation in Bosnia. some thoughts: 
- U.S. military involvement in this war of European making always has 

seemed a problematic proposition. When the U.S. employs force, it must do so 
decisively from the moment intervention begins. Gradualism would doom efforts in 
the Balkans as surely as it doomed U.S. 
efforts in Vietnam. Decisiveness does 
not, characterize current (or past) 
policy. 
,; - If the window for U.S. inter­
vention ever stood open, circum­
stances long since have slammed it 
shti.t. Each succeeding "peace" plan 
merely validates each succeeding Ser­
bia (and Croatian) advance. 

- When the UN deploys force in 
rombat zones. it has a duty to defend the troops on the scene. If Sebian artillery 
iaigets French positions. then air attacks should strike at the shelling's source. The 
distressing suspicion is that while air strikes might temper Serbian behavior. any 
i)Ositive results seem unlikely to endure. 

- Regarding all uses of U.S. force. the inevitable question asks: "What if?" 
What if the Serbs shot down a U.S. plane? What if they shot down several? What if 
France (or the UN) asked the U.S. to contribute ground forces? No administration 
- Republican or Demoaat - has a right to place the military on the firing line until 
It answers such questions. and until it explains to the citizenry its goals and the 
possible consequences of its actions. 

Western policy toward Bosnia is more confusing than the map of the mosaic 
that was Yugoslavia. The UN apparently believes the situation is sufficiently grave 
to send peacekeepers (whose job is to keep the Serbians in check), but not so 
11ufficiently grave to lift the embargo on arms sales to the Bosnian Muslims. It 
makes no sense. 'r 



w~ r /" ~'fZ'I' Po.J t 7 I')... 't 

'Our Parl' 
P RESIDENT CLINTON had promised to 

protect besieged United Nations peace­
keepers m Bosma. 1f asked. and so he could 

not po:;sibly say no when the request came. 
French ground troops have been under hostile 
:)erb iire at ::iarajevo. one of six U.N."(jes1gnated 
··safe areas" for Muslims, and American aircraft 
assigned to NATO now will be dispatched to 
defend them. Some important particulars of plan­
ning and consultation evidently remain to be 
done, but it is expected that the United States 
will start providing air cover in Sarajevo within 
the next several days. This is not the solution to 
every problem of American policy in the Balkans, 
but 1t 1s a right and necessary thing to do. 

Mr. Clinton said yesterday that he didn't know 
whether American intervention would be enough 
to deter aggression. save Sarajevo and bring the 
parties to the table-actually, they're already at 
the table-but that we in the United States would 
do ~our part." It has never been entirely clear just 
what he considered "our part" to be, and is not 
now. In any event. the evidence of the past few 
days is that 1t may be a somewhat changeable and 
flexible thing. The entry of American forces into 
battle. under whatever terms. is bound to be an 
event in the Yugoslav wars. It compels all the local 

parties to recalculate their policies m light of what 
they think the Amencans might do next. In 
particular, the Serb attackers, who are in their 
second year of murdering the people of Sarajevo, 
must now decide whether they wish to add Ameri­
cans to their list of targets. 

To send Americans into combat, even on a 
restncted m1ss1on, is always a grave decision for 
an American commander in chief, and it is a 
particularly delicate one for this president. He 
must deal with a public numbed by the death and 
suffering in Bosnia but uncertain about its impact 
on the American national interest and wary of 
being drawn into a deeper engagement. 

The dispatch of air cover for U.N. peace-keep­
ers, however, does meet the principal criteria 
that Mr. Clinton laid down for a military role: a 
limited and purposeful mission undertaken under 
U.N. resolutions and in full consultation with the 
allies: presumably there will also be full consulta­
tion with Congress and the American people as 
well. By helping to firm up the •safe areas" for 
Bosnia's Muslims, the United States can 
strengthen their negotiating position and save 
lives. Most of all. it can demonstrate that it has 
not turned its back on the Balkan agony. 

'The U.S. is doing all it ca~~\v'bw.,_1f2'3 
The United States isn't about to do now what it 

has refrained from doing for a year or more-take 
decisive action to save Bosnia as a nation. 

Secretary of State Warren Christopher made the 
. U.S. position abundantly clear Wednesday, telling re­
, · porters that the "United States is doing all that it 

can. consistent with our national interest." 
The message was no revelation. For practical pur· 

poses. the U.S.has given up on Bosnia, despite Presl· 
-dent Clinton's' insistence to the contrary. "We're con· 
tinuing to work" for a solution, he said Thursday. 

But the president. like everyone else. is operating 
within the context of Bosnia's imminent military de­

, feat. There's no thought of turning the tide. 
Christopher's statement was prompted by the wor· 

sening plight of Bosnia's Muslim-led government 
· . and of the people of besieged Sarajevo. The city has 

come under renewed bombardment from Serb forces 
in what may be the final phase of the 16-month war. 

Serbs have had the upper hand for some time, and 
are increasingly allied with Croat fighters in 
battling for towns and territory to claim for their 
own ethnic groups-and to "cleanse" of Muslims. 

The only future for Muslim communities would 
1
appear to lie in a plan to partition Bosnia along 
·ethnic lines. It has been advanced by the Croat and 
Serb sides but so far rejected by the Muslims. 

Clinton took a stab at effecting a different out­
come. dispatching Christopher to Europe to talk up 
a plan for lifting the weapons embargo to help the 

Muslims. When the Europeans disagreed, Christo­
pher backed off and Clinton soon turned to other 
matters while putting the onus on Europe. 

Still. the appearance of weak leadership notwith· 
standing, Clinton kept the U.S. about where it 
should be: on the sidelines. Washington shouldered 
humanitarian-relief duties but wisely resisted 
engaging troops in a foreign military venture with 
dangerously hazy objectives and no visible endpoint. 

Government decision-makers never identified a 
vital national interest to justify greater American 
involvement in Bosnia. This goes for the present ad­
ministration and George Bush's. 

In any case, common sense says that the Bosnian 
war should be Europe's problem. Yet the members 
of the European Community haven't been able to 
agree to do anything except contribute UN 
peacekeepers. This is true despite the Balkan 
refugees spilling Europe's way. 

Whether a similar scenario, one full of high· 
sounding and hope-filling rhetoric ultimately unsup­
ported by meaningful action, will play out in the 
next Bosnia-like crisis-and there will be more of 
them--0ught to be under consideration already in 
European capitals, at the UN and in Washington. 

Bosnia can be a valuable learning experience if 
international leaders. rather than indulging in who· 
lost-Bosnia recriminations. dig out the lessons it 
holds. With effort and luck. they might learn to do 
more than brace for a sad endgame. 
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The Newest Entitlement 
With one hand Congress is getting 

ready to sock us all with new taxes to 
.,.educe the deficit." With the other 
hand. it's oozing sancumony to enact 
new spending programs. not much 
worrying that they'll increase the 
deficit. 

Under the rubric of ··national ser· 
vice.·· for example. the Senate is on 
the verge of enacting what will in· 
evitably grow mto a big new middle· 
class entitlement. Technically, na· 
tional sernce will be funded annuallv 
like other discretionary programs. 

·But if :\tr. Clinton keeps his promise 
to make room for everybody who 
wants in. the program becomes a de 
facto entitlement. 

It wouJd create a bunch of new fed· 
erally funded jobs for kids 17 and 
older. They'd get a paycheck. health 
benefits and tuition vouchers worth 
upward of $20.000 a year. It looks to us 
as if seducing kids away from class· 
rooms and real jobs would serve 
mostly to rope them into a codepen­
dency relationship with Washington. 
but it has a warm and fuzzy appeal to 
some voters and Senators. 

Bob Dole and the Senate Republi· 
cans are playing Hamlet over 
whether to filibuster this new entitle· 
ment. Little details such as costs get 
lost even on the Republican side of 
the aisle. let alone among Democrats 
panting at more tax revenue. 

National sernce is targeted di· 
rectly at kids who are nervously 
scanning the want-ads for that first 
job: what Mr. Clinton is dangling 
sounds like pretty good pay to a 17 · 
year-old. He speaks airily of sendmg 
the kids out to "help the police" and 
"combat homelessness." In reality. 
this means whatever work the na· 
tional service bureaucrats can scare 
up, after first making sure not to step 
on the toes of organized labor or tres· 
pass on the turf of 19 million federal. 
state and local employees. In other 
words. the kids will be put to work 
doing jobs that everybody agrees 
aren't worth doing. 

The sorry record of previous fed· 
eral make-work programs doesn't 
permit much optimism. Before it was 
zeroed-out by Ronald Reagan, CETA 
paid teenagers to attend p1crucs and 
meet society's unmet need for nude 
scuJpture classes. It's well known that 
many CETA offices saw their charges 
only when it was time to hand out the 
paychecks. The kids. in turn. learned 
contempt for productive work and 
cynicism about government. 

Mr. Clinton wouJd recreate CETA 
on a grand scale. cycling 150.000 
youngsters a year through national 
sernce by 1997. There'd be jobs for an 
army of bureaucrats to ride herd on 
them. and for another annv of outside 
lobbyists to explain why ever greater 
federal funding is essential. You can 
bet that 535 Members of Congress 
would also be getting into the act. 
making sure the kids are deployed in 
their home districts to improve their 
re-election chances. 

Once set in motion. this machin· 
ery makes sure that any federal pro­
gram enjoys eternal life. You can 
read this in the relentless, upward 
trajectory of federal spending and 
deficits since Congress absconded 
with the President's budgetary au· 
thority during the wounded days of 
the Nixon administration. 

There's something especially egre- · 
gious about re-enacting this history 
With young folks as fodder. No doubt 
many of the kids who are drawn to na­
tional service are genuinely idealistic. 
And true. there's a slight "New Demo­
cratic" !Wist because at least this en ti· 
tlement for the unneedy comes with a 
measure of reciprocal obligation. But 
kids taking their first steps toward 
self-reliance don't need Big Govern­
ment offering itself in loco parentis. 
The bureaucracy is shilling for itself 
With the idea that work in the public 
sector is "service" while supporting 
yourself and paying taxes in the pri· 
vate sector is merely self.indulgent. 

Such philosophy aside. what about 
the money? Yes. the program starts 
small. as runaway entitlements al· 
ways do. Clearly its pork-barrel dy­
namic spells growth. And it already 
carries the same heart-tugging pack· 
aging that just led 400 members of the 
House to vote for flood relief. includ­
ing SlOO a week for job-training recipi­
ents. Because spending can't be cut. 
they keep telling us, taxes have to be 
higher regardless of damage to the 
economy. 

How can Mr. Clinton and the De· 
mocrats keep a straight face while pon· 
tificating about the urgency of raising 
taxes to close the deficit and at the 
same time peddle the notion that the 
government should hire the nation's 
kids? The only wav to cut the deficit is 
to reduce spending. And before you 
can start cutting old spending, you 
have to keep yourself from creanng 
new spending. The government will 
never cut its deficit if it keeps assum· 
ing vast new responsibilities. 

• 
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Imperiling a·Plan to Harness Idealism 
National service bill deserves to be passed; end the Senate filibuster "' 

1 ::~"':!,~;.t._~ ·.;•~ . . . . .'. . ·' . . . . . . ~ 

In what is threateDing to become a Clinton sold the Idea during his lies and to help them finance their ~ 
trademark display of·obstruclioniam. campmgn .last fall as a way to kindle education. ..:. 
Senate Republicans .last week mount- anew a aense of public spirit as well as Yet to Sen. Bob Dole of Kamas, 
eel their fourth major filibuster of the to help students struggling with high Republican leader of the $eJ181e. the =:::---1 
year, this lime to blocll: scheduling of . college tllition COll8. . :.- · . legislation is another example. of 
a vote on President Clinton's national . Clinton origiDally intended the ini· "willy-nilly mortgaging of.- our·.fu. ~ · 
service plan. And in the overall effort tialive to begin last month. But the ture." Come again? N alional serv1ce ,s;..;;;_ 
to block the program. IDIDe. Republi- program has been delayed-and Big· is not another· government handouL 
cans are engaging in deception about nificanlly acaled back-as Congress Indeed. it is a cost-effective way to V\ 
the popular bill. Their critical state- has wrangled over the President's help Americans help themselves 
ments about the long-term costs and budget package. while proVidlng necessary services to 
benefits of this plan, which offers Clinton hoped to involve millions of communities that government might ~r ( 
educauonal grants an eu:hange for partic:ipants and to proVide grants otherwise have to fund. ~ ~ 
public serVice, verge on the ludicrous. larger than the $5,000 In this bill. Opponents have fought the mea- .. , 
Let's set the record stra.ighL Under the current version. only · sure with increasing Vigor since last N 

The national. serVice measure is 20.000 to 25.000 persons would partic- Tuesday. Supponers insist that a fair _ ( 
based on a simple idea. It would ipate the first year, at a cost of S394 · compromise is possible. A vote U> end I 
authorize educational grants of up to million. Nonetheless. even the atten- the filibuster is scheduled for. today. 
S5.000 a year each for the partici- uated plan is worth doing. The Senate should stop the games 
pants. numbering 150.000 by 1997. in The program has a good deal of and pass this bill. Clinton isn't going 
exchange for their agreement to tuU>r popular support. Its Virtue lies in its to get very much of his original 
grade school students. lielp senior promise to tap the creative energy of budget proposal out of this deficit. 
citizens or perform other public ser- young people, to reward them for oriented Congress. but the natioliat 
Vices. serving their country and communi - service idel deserves a try. . 

... ·~:~~.:..~~·:.;~.:;_ -.;.;~~.,.;.~~-~: .C.~"J --···-"I ... •·" ·-~~~:~ .... ~-_:-:.•::-~:~~ •J :.i.'-~--~....:.. .. .__.._. ........ .-... ~ ;;•~~;;:....:··,~· .. 
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So far, Democrats have been able to scuttle most help ease that burden. At the same time, the nation 
GOP efforts to scale back President Bill Clinton's would benefit from the services of eager, idealistic 
admirable plans for national service by America's young people whose talents would be well-used in 
young people. Their success should continue. Even health care, child care and a range of other commu­
in the face of continuing deficits, the federal govern- nity services that are now understaffed. That spirit 
meiii should be able to find money for worthwhile has been shown on sandbag crews and other hu­
j:iiograms that can make fundamental changes in the manitarian efforts to combat high water in recent 
way. the nation runs itself. Underwriting a spirit of weeks. Best of all. many of those who at first take 
national service is an ideal place to start. such jobs mainly for the tuition aid will no doubt find 

4 'The administration's plan would create the Cor- deeper fulfillment and tum what had been a tempo­
·~tion for National Service. which would grant rary job into a full-time career, serving others. 
money to states, to colleges and universities and to Who could quarrel with that outcome? Senate 
public and non-profit organizations. Those groups Republicans did. They wanted to cut tuitio~ a~low­
would either ¥tablish service programs on their ances to $1,500 a yea~ ~or two years .and ebmmate 
oYM'"or award money to other programs. That the government-subsidized pay. Doing so would 
nfoney would go to help pay young people who work keep most people from being able to afford to join 
in"national service jobs for at least 1,700 hours a the program. House Republicans wanted to limit 
year:· The workers would receive living allowances participation to students who qualify for financial 
ranging from $7 ,400 a year - about minimum aid; that, too, would change the program drastically 
wage - up to $14,800 a year. They would also and undercut its basic purpose of engendering a 
receive $5,000 a year toward college tuition, up to a sense of service among young people. Luckily, Dem­
total.of $10,000, to be used within five years. ocrats have prevailed, though the bill bogged down 

The program would serve several purposes. Too Thursday on unrelated matters. 
many teen-agers find the costs of higher education Can the United States afford $9.5 billion over five 
staggering and are discouraged from even starting years to build that base of community caring for the 
to earn a college degree; the tuition credits would future? A better question is: Can i9afford not to? 
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Petty Politics on National Service 
... 

Two years or three? It's a trivial difference, but They agreed to spend less than $400 million in the 
Senate Republicans think President Clinton's na~ . first year, enrolling only about 20,000 participants. 
lional service initiative is wonh scuttling for the: ; . But Republicans objected that costs in later years 
sake of knocking a year off the life of the program. ·weren't specified. So the Democrats proposed to 

But what is really at issue is not the length of · cap annual spending at $300 million in the first year, 
the program, or even its cost. The Senate minority $500 million in the second and $700 million in the · 
leader, Robert Dole, seems to be marshaling .a . ;.third. They also agreed - as a way of targeting 
filibuster to deny President Clinton a major legislil• .,. benefits on the needy - to tax the education grants. 
tive victory at any cost. The Senate will vote tomor- But these concessions weren't enough for the Re­
row on breaking the filibuster; there's a chance publican~. They wanted a two-year program. after 
enough Republicans will rise above partisan politics which Congress would decide if the program was 
to support the worthy bill. worth continuing. 

The Administration proposes to provide volun· On the merits. the Democrats are right. Two 
teers with minimum-wage salaries and up to $10,000 years is barely enough time to get the administra-
in grants for higher education in exchange for two tive machinery in place and insufficient time to 
years of tutoring students or other public service. learn if the' program works. Besides, it's hard to 
Many Republicans support the idea; several, like swallow the Republicans' tax-and-spend com-
Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania and John Chafee of plaints: Congress would be in complete control of 
Rhode Island, are co-sponsors. the costs year by year. 

But to Mr. Dole, no idea is too good to escape National service could eventually draw hun-
use as politic~l fodder. So he has applied the all· ' dreds of thousands of Americans into serving needy 
purpose pejorative "tax and spend" and marshaled communities and give participants the means to 
a filibuster. The ostensible reason was the possibili· pay for higher education. Mr. Dole's just-say-no 
ty that costs would skyrocket. strategy may make for shrewd pohtics, but it 

The ~f!locrats. l}_ave tried to accommodate. renders poor public - and national - service. 

A Chance for National Service 
SOMETIMES it's hard to distinguish be­

tween narrow, partisan obstructionism and 
hard bargammg m the pursuit of a fair 

compromise. T;ike the battle over President Clin­
ton's national service program. It's dear to Mr. 
Clinton, who harbors memones of how creation of 
the Peace Corps in the Kennedy administration sent 
a message of semce and sacnfice to a whole 
generauon. The Clinton program would encourage 
YOIDIJpeople to give a year or two for law enforce­
ment, educauon, the environment and assistance to 
poor neighborhoods. Volunteers would receive living 
stipends of about $7,000 a year and then a $5,000 
award for each year in-to be used to pay off student 
loans. 

Until last week, the proposal seemed set for 
passage with bipartisan support. But in what is fast 
becoming a ritual, Senate Republicans ob)ecled to 
the program as too expensive and threatened a 
filibuster. To block a filibuster, the Democrats need 
60 votes. but hold only 56 seats in the Senate. 
Democrats have picked up support from two Repub­
licans to block the filibuster-Sens. James Jeffords 
and David Durenberger-but that still left them two 
votes short yesterday. So the administration went 
negotiating. 

It's important to distinguish between two groups 
of Republican holdouts. One group that notably 
includes Sen. Nancy Kassebaum of Kansas seems 

genUU1ely interested in passing a service program. 
but womes about the expense of the Clinton plan 
and wants more experimentation before a full..scale 
program is launched. These are fair concerns. But 
many other Republicans seem mostly interested in 
blocking any initiative that might make Mr. Clinton 
look good, and are m the position of being able to use 
Sen. Kassebaum as a front. 

To its credit, the administration has been willing 
to scale back its plans to win a bill Having once 
talked of spending as much as $7 .4 billion on the 
program over four years, it is now willing to back a 
$1.S billion plan over three. Repubjicam proposed 
$800 million over two, which the Democrats reject­
ed as providing insufficient time to test the program. 
With an earlier version of the bill set to paa the 
House today, negotiations with Senate Repubticam 
will continue. 

Getting pushed by Senate Republicans to cut back 
his program may not have been the worst thing for 
Mr. Clinton. A saled-back program may have a 
better chance of working, and it can be built upon. 
But the administtation has gone a long way toward 
accommodating Republican concerns. Now it's time 
for moderate Republicans who say they support 
national service (among them Sens. Jotm Cbafee and 
Arlen Specter) to demonstrate that they're willing to 
break with pure partisanship in the interest of a 
wonhy program. Agreement is well within reach. 
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JOYCELYN ELDERS 
Nominee has shown she is worthy of confirmation 

J 
ust as C. Everett Koop, Ronald 
Reagan's surgeon general, over· 
came the stereocyping that greeted 
his nomination in the early 1980s, 

Joycelyn Elders went a long way last week 
toward showing that her critics had her 
pegged all wrong. 

Dr. Elders is passionate about the health 
and welfare of the YoUDg and the poor. She 
has been and is a good. plain­
talking, activist offic:ial -
exactly what Dr. Koop 
proved to be, despite attacks 
on him by liberals concerned 
about his Views on abortion. 

Unlike the unfonunate 
Lani Guinier, whose nomi­
nation for a top post in the 
Justice Depanment was 
withdrawn by President Bill 
Clinton before she had a 
chance to make a case for 
herself. Dr. Elders got her 
day before a Senate commit· -

to try to deal. as any gocx:I public health 
officer must. with the realities of human 
behavior, as well as with how we wish 
people would behave. 

She has a tart tongue, and Mr. Clinton 
can expect it to get her and him into trouble 
from time to time. But besides being a 
physician with a passion to be a healer, she 
is a higbly trained. highly professional, 

intensely practical public of· 
ficial. 

tee. She made a strong brief Joycelyn Elden 
for herself, answering ques· 

She is interested not in 
cmrupting the morals of 
cbildren. but in trying to 
help minimi7.e the threat of 
sexually transmitted disease 
to those who are iDclioed to 
put themselves at risk. She 
is not some stereotypical 
double-dipper, taking advan­
tage of the overiapping of 
her state job with her pro­
spective job and interim ar· 
rangements with the federal 
government: she is follow· 
ing the law and common 

tions and criticisms, and showing that she is 
more complex and appealing than the car:i· 
cature that has been sketched of her. 

Dr. Elders' passion about the need to 
improve the health of the poor and to 
address the health needs of the COIDltry is 
far more understandable to anyone who 
watched her opening statement. The coun­
try needs her fervor. along with the training 
and intelligence she also represents. 

Dr. Elders is not the radical described by 
some of her critics. She is simpr/ prepared 

practice. 
From what we have seen, Dr. Elders 

deserves enthusiastic support, not rejec· 
tion. Like Dr. Koop, she should be seen as a 
whole person, with a multifaceted view of 
the world and characteristics that make her 
a potentially worthy surgeon general. 

The Senate should move with reason­
able dispatch to give Dr. Elders the en­
dorsement she has earned. both by her 
career and by her plainspoken response to 
the criticisms heaped upon her . 
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Elders: No Stealth Liberal 
· Let's getonethingstraightrightoffthe bat: We 

don't agree with almost any of the public policy po· 
sitiona taken by Dr. Joycelyn Elders, President 
Clinton's nominee to be .----...... ._ 
surgeon general of the 
United States. In her fa· 
vor, however, is one in· 
eacapable fact: Unlike a 
number of President 
Clinton's nominees (in· 
deed, unlike the presi­
dent himself in many 
ways) she is no "stealth" 
liberal, feigning modera­
tion to win high office. 
She is a full-throated 
left-liberal on aocial is­
sues. America should 
take this opportunity to 
get a good look. 
: Dr. Elders is nothing Joycelyn Elden 

if not forthright, speaking her mind in ways many 
people have found offensive. She does not deny she 
has made such statements as "we teach teen-agers 
what to do in the front seats of cars, and now 
should teach them what to do in the back seats." 
She admits criticizing the pro-life movement for 
being "very religious but non-Christian" and "hav­
iilg a love affair with the fetus." The latter two re­
marks, she says, were made in reference to what 
she claims are pro-life groups that don't favor pro· 
Vliding welfare for children after they are born. 
; Dr. Elders, a pediatrician, was appointed by 

then-Gov. Clinton to be director of the Arkansas 
Health Department in 1987. She moved aggres­
sively to e:s:pand the availability of sex education 
and birth control information and devices with the 
goal of cutting the state's teen pregnancy rate by 50 
percent. Today, as Dr. Elders prepares to move on 
to Washington, Arkansas has nearly one-eighth of 
the school-based health clinics in the entire coun· 
try. 

More disturbing was Dr. Elders' refusal in 1991 
to make a public announcement when condoms her 

office had distributed were found to be defective. 
Dr. Elders claims it was only a email number, but 
no doubt she feared that a public recall would have 
undermined faith in the entire program. 

The record of this program, however, has not 
been encouraging. The pregnancy rate among 
teen-agers, which had been in decline in the five 
years before Dr. Elders took office. rose dramati­
cally during her tenure. In 11 of the 12 counties 
where school-based health clinics were established 
under Dr. Elders' guidance. the pregnancy rate 
went up 12 percent. 

It seems likely, therefore, that Dr. Elden will 
seek to take her campaign national, usurping pa­
rental prerogatives and deciding what kind of sex 
education children should have from sea to shining 
sea. It doesn't take a rocket scientist to see what 
form that curriculum is likely to take. 

One thing Dr. Elden certainly is not doing is 
trimming her aails to win Senate approval. The 
same might not be said for Judge Ruth Bader Gins­
burg, who evaded questions concemiilg the consti­
tutionality of the death penalty for criminala even 
aa she apoke in great detail of her support for abor­
tion. 

Dr. Elden, aaiuming she is confirmed by the 
Senate, could serve as a useful marker for most 
Americans about where the "mainstream" of liber­
al opinion is located these days. The evidence is 
that ordinary Americana tend to have a different 
view of the mainstream. Ask New York Schools 
Chancellor Joseph Fernandez, who was over· 
thrown by a coalition of middle-class parents when 
he began handing out condoms in high schools. 

At the time of Clarence Thomas' nomination to 
the Supreme Court, we said it was a mistake for 
him to avoid controversial issues. The American · 
voters have a right to know the beliefs of the ap­
pointees of the people they voted for in the last 
election. Bill Clinton ran as a "new" Democrat, 
supposedly chastened by the failures of liberalism. 
If Dr. Elders' views really represent his own, then 
no one should be surprised if the American people 
conclude he is himself a "stealth liberal." 
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The senator and the next surgeon general 
->.s Sen. Dave Durenberger waved his way through 
Saturday·s Aquatenmal parade. he heard more 
than applause and a smattering of catcalls. One 
curb-sitter sprang to her feet and bellowed at the 
top of her lungs: "Don't confirm the surgeon 
general!" That's advice Durenberger. a member of 
the committee considering the nomination. says 
hc"·s n:card a lot from constituents. Fonunately, it's 
adviee he·scems wisely inclined to resist. 

Dr! Joycelyn Elders. President Clinton's choice for 
top health official. is hardly a white-bread candi­
date .. During her tenure as director of the Arkansas 
Health Depanment. the pediatrician pushed con­
dom''-distribution and sex education in public 
schools. Her sharp-tongued defense of the strategy 
did little to soothe her critics: "We've taught them 
what .to do in the front seat of the car." Elders 
explained. "but not what to do in the back seat." 

Those sound like fighting words to the conserva­
tive fringe. which used last Friday's hearing before 
the Senate Labor and Human Resources Commit­
tee to impugn Elders. Questions were raised. and 
resolved. about the nominee's family taxes, her 
role on an Arkansas bank board and her alleged 
double-dipping. But detractors held fast in assail­
ing Elders for her ideas. insisting that public-health 
effons should focus solely on sexual abstinence. 

The opponents' ire is as irrational as it is intem­
perate. Few doctors would deny that abstinence is 
the surest defense against teen pregnancv and 
disease .. Few thoughtful educators would oppose 
teaching the vinues of celibacy. But as Elders 
argued last week. no sensible public-health expen 
can rely on sermonizing as an antidote to the 
pressures teens face. ··1 have seen bright young 
people all over this country in an ocean surround­
ed by the sharks of alcohol. violence. homicide, 
suicide. AIDS and teenage pregnancy." Elders la­
mented Friday, "while we argue about values." 

However colorfully expressed. Elders' views differ 
little from those of a much-admired former sur­
geon general. Dr. C. Everett Koop. During his 
tenure as President Reagan's health czar. Koop 
promoted condom use as a shield against AIDS 
and teen pregnancy. There's no sense in sinking 
Elders for traveling t\inher down that path. 

The parallel with Koop wasn't lost on Durenber­
ger, who noted a surgeon general's duty to broach 
delicate health topics. As Durenberger suggested, 
that mission can't be fulfilled if the confirmation 
process gives way to character assassination. Mem­
bers of the- Senate committee should remember 
that when Elders' nomination comes up for a vote 
this Friday. 

·~It's A Matter of Judgment 
N . 'Itrt-tongued, outspoken, confron- Washington. Does anyone really doubt 
>tat1onal Dr. Joycelyn Elders, who that the Washington job was contrived 
. 1 ~ served as Arkansas health commis- to pay her a little extra, at taxpayers' 
, . s10ner under Gov. Bill Clinton, has expense, perhaps to cover her ex­
, 'v'I come under heavy criticism since she penses while she was in the capital in 

of'. was nominated by President Clinton to connection with her nomination? 
~be U.S. surgeon general. Another question involves her 

There have been several charges. being on the board of a bank that was 
~ The _latest says that she promoted the sued for negligent mismanagement. 
, .S::. passmg out of a million condoms to While these things are worth not-

Arkansa~ school. children and others ing, the basic reason Dr. Elders ought 
-. but withheld information that some to be rejected is simply that she has a 

lied leakag~ and breakage tests. long record of bad judgment in pro-
Also. while drawing pay for her rooting abortion, juvenile sexual activ­

b m Arkansas, she was picking up ity and other such indiscretions. She 
::r:::.S550 a day, two days a week, as a should be put aside for that big cen­
. ~.·consultant" to the U.S. Department tral reason that is so clear in her 
2::5of Health and Human Services in record. not for any peripheral reason. 
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A Fine Doctor for the Nation 
Joycelyn Elders may be very outspoken, but her prescriptions are sensible and wise 

It's now clear that the political 
ene1D1es of Dr. Joycelyn Elders. Pres­
ident Clinton's nominee for surgeon 
general, have nm short of solid 
reasons to oppose her. Not that they 
didn't try hard. But in the end none of 
their objections held up, so they were 
left With only ideological arguments: 
They jUst don't agree with Elders' 
philosophies. 

That, in fact. is fair politics. But the 
i.r- hysterical tone of the political 

ability of condoms and other contra­
ceptives. And she has confirmed·lhe 

· made the often-quoted remark that 
"we've taught (youngsterSI owhat to 
do in the front seat of the car, but not 
what to do in the back seaL" · 

,.position to her is odd. considering 
that Elders' views about preventive 
health care. sa educatian and AIDS 
are nght in line with another respect­
ed doctor hardly known for radi­
calism-former Surgeon General C. 
Everett Koop. Koop supports Elders. 
as does the American Medical Assn., 
al.so not enctiy revolutionary. 

Dr. Elders: A plain-speaking ~inee. 

that "I want to change the way we 
think about health, by puwng pre­
vention first"? 

"I believe in abstinence," me:·ex­
plained last week at the opening of 
her Senate confirmation hearing. 
"What I was really trying to say ill if 
you can't be abstinent. I want you to 
be responsible. I'm about preventing 
unplanned pregnancies." 

Elders' strong commitment to.dis­
ease prevention merited her a apecial 
award three years ago from the AKA. 
which cited her for promoting pro­
grams in Arkansas that resulted. in 
"greater immunization rates in pre­
school children. expanded llenices 
for pregnant women, increased .AIDS 
testing and counseling, and hnptoved 
access to health care provideal· in 
rural and underserved areas.:'!.-:;:,.~:., 

What peculiar, radical ideas has 
Elders promoted? How about her idea 
that "the best way to stop abortion is 
to stop an unplanned pregnancy"? Or 
how about the rabble-rownng idea 

Now there's no question that Elders 
was controversial in Arkansas. where 
she was state health director from 
1987 until she resigned last week. The 
plain-speaking Elders, 59. raised 
hackles With her support of abortion 
rights and her advocacy of school­
based health educational programs 
for teen-agers that include the avail-

Sounds like a fine national agenda 
for Amenca's top doctor, doesn'.t it? 

5-r. t.-o..~s Po.st". 

Dr. Elders Scales A Hurdle 
D •Sl'~fl.h 
7 /;;_tJ 

A breath of fresh air is how one member of the 
Senate Labor Committee describes Dr. Joycelyn 
Elders, President Bill Clinton's nominee for surgeon 
gene.rai, The assessment showed how the Arkansas 
phys1can had won over a majority of the panel 
members during four hours of testimony Friday. 

She satisfied the panel's questions on a range of 
issues. including her role as a fonner board member 
of the National Banlc of Arkansas. She and other 
board members had been accused of negligent mis­
management and sued for $1.5 million. The suit has 
been settled and the panel seemed satisfied that the 
board had not committed any criminal offenses. 

And she succeeded in untangling the far right's 
mean-spirited distortions of her views on health 
matters. Rather than concede even an inch to her 
detractors. Dr. Elders used the Senate forum to 
reaffinn her advocacy for programs ranging from 
sex education in schools to condom availability. 
When she finished. she bore no resemblance to the 
woman fundamentalists have tried to discredit by 
labeling her the "condom queen." 

The reference was supposed to be a rerun of the 

right's tactics agamst another Clinton nominee -
Lani Guinier. She was erroneously branded the 
"quota queen." Her nomination to head the Justice 
Depanment's Civil Rights Division became so con­
troversial that President Clinton withdrew it before 
Ms. Guinier had an opponunity to respond to the 
charges. Fonunately, the administration didn't 
make the same mistake with the Elders nomination. 

She made her case for prevention and for more 
health education programs, from kindergarten 
through 12th grade, to tackle issues ranging from 
teen pregnancy to AIDS. 

Her basic message was this: "I want to change 
the way we think about health - by putting preven­
tion first. I want to change the behaviors and atti­
tudes of Americans by promoting programs and 
policies which will enable us to be responsible for 
our own health." 

Uthe full Senate listens to her diagnosis of health 
conditions in America and her remedies, rather than 
to the far right' s distonions of her views, then Dr. 
Elders should have no trouble being coniinned as 
the next surgeon general. 
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Elders's record survives scrutmy 

Conservative critics have left no trick 
untried in their effon to block the appointment 
of Arkansas pediatrician Joycelyn Elders as 
surgeon general, and they still have not suc­
ceeded in making a case against her 
confirmation. 

Dr. Elders remains an excellent choice to 
lead the battle against adolescent pregnancy 
and sexually transmitted diseases, two of the 
nation's most alarming public health problems. 

In confirmation hearings Friday afternoon, 
Dr. Elders was questioned on all the issues that 
her critics have attempted to use against her. 
She was questioned extensively about her 
husband's admitted failure to withhold federal 
taxes from the wqes of a private nurse hired 
to care for his ailing mother. That issue had 
little to do with Dr. Elders and less to do with 

Shew~ asked about receiving pay for work 
during recent weeka as a c:onaultant for the fed­
eral government, when ahe was also continuing 
to draw pay as head of the Arkansas Depan­
ment of Public Health. Dr. Elden replied that 
she would have taken a leave of absence from 
her-Arkansas job, but &he was required to take 
her accumulated vacation time first. 

And she was asked about her suppon for 
reproductive rights, contraception and early 
sex education, issues that are indeed germaine 

to her nomination as surgeon general. On those 
subjects, she was clear and focused: She 
remains a staunch supporter of abonion rights 
and family planniDg, and she remains tinn in 
her conviction that the public schools must be 
used to teach youngsters the basics of sexual 
health. 

Parental guidance is appropriate, she noted, 
as is religious instruction. But there can be no 
substitute for sex education in the schools 
because of the schools' influence in the lives of 
most yaungsters. 

Dr. Elders was as straightforward in detend­
ing what may have been her most difficult deci­
sion in her. tenure as director of the Arkansas 
Department of Public Health. Notified that a 
batch of condoms her department had distrib­
uted bad a bigher-tban-nonnal failure rate, she 
approved the decision to withhold that informa­
tion from the public. Just as there are strong 
arguments for her decision - avoiding wide­
spread public panic. among them - there are 
equally strong argumems against il 

She acknowledged that gracefully, adding 
that difficult decisions go with the territory in 
any position of leadership. Indeed. And Dr. 
Elders can be counted on to make them with 
wisdom, courage and good judgment. She 
should be confirmed. 

su/d~o~"GENE£\L 
Dr. Elders deserves a fair hearing 

It's one thing to disagree with the views 
of President Clinton's nominee for surgeon 
general. Joycelyn Elders. It's quite another 
to pull procedural pranks in an attempt to 
discredit her and embarrass the president 
the way Sen. Don Nickles, R-Okla., did dur­
ing the beginning of Dr. Elders' confirma­
tion be&rijlg Friday. 

Dr. Ellers' positions on abortion rights, 
sex education in school.a, distribution of 
condoms and availability of contraception 
have raised red nags with conservatives. 
And her tendency to be rather sharp­
tongued with detractors doesn't make her 
nomination any less controversial. But that 
hardly disqualifies her for the job of sur­
geon general. whose role has taken on 
added relevance given the AIDS crisis and 
the growing problem of teen pregnancy. 

Dr. Elders, like any other presidential 
nominee. deserves a fair hearing to defend 
her views and her qualifications. She had 
barely begun to do that in ber nomination 
hearing before the Labor and Human 
Resources Committee when Sen. Nickles 
invoked a rarely used procedural maneuver 
- objecting to the meeting taking place 
while the Senate is in session - that 

brought the hearing to an abrupt stop. That 
tactic comes on the heels of conservative 
senators acting to postpone the confirma· 
tion hearing for a week. Dr. Elders deserves 
better treatment. 

Because of her views, opponents had 
sought to discredit her by raising issues con­
. ceming a lawsuit brought against her and 
other former members of the board of direc­
tors of the National Bank of Arkansas; her 
receipt of pay from the state as the Arkansas 
health director while also being paid as a 
consultant to the Clinton administration: 
and her personal finances that involved 
unpaid Social Security tues for a nurse 
hired to care for her mother-in-law. The suit 
wu settled. There was nothing illegal about 
collecting her state salary and consultant 
fees from the government, although she 
resigned from her state job. Her "Zoe Baird 
problem" was resolved by paying the taxes. 

Only Dr. Elders' record as a public health 
official should determine whether she 
should be confirmed. President Clinton has 
stood by Dr. Elders. enabling her to defend 
her record and respond to quesuons. The 
Senate should now afford her that opportu­
nity without further delay. 

I~ 
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Tadlly'1 dlllllllll is on Rm BADER &lllS81118 / 
and whether she should be confirmed to the Supreme Court. 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg: 
A mainstream justice 

( .j j j i U j ji.11 Ju_dge Ginsburg 
: • , , , •• , • , • brangs competence. 
: integrity, experience and a ru-
1 soned voice to the court. 
, If equal treatment under the law is 
: controversial. Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
i President Clinton's first nominee to the 
' Supreme Coun. would be in big trouble. 

But it isn't And that's whv todav the 
Senate Judiciary Committee ·is expCcrect 
to n;commend oveiwhelmingly that the 

. 60-year-old former civil liberties lawyer 
i be confirmed and why the Senate should 

quickly follow that recommendation. 
No one questions the competence. 

character or experience of the 13-year 
federal appeals coun judge. 

, But her few critics claim she is out of 
: the mainstream because of her support 
: for abortion rights and advocacy of 

women's rights in the 1970s. 
Ginsburg's suppon of abortion rights 

is hardlv unusual. Even with five Rea­
gan and. Bush appointees. the high court 
still upholds a woman's right to abor­
tion. 

And as for her record as an advocate 
of gender equality, it mirrors the fight for 

: racial equality by the late Thurgood 

~1arshall in the 1950s before he became / 
a JUStice. Both upheld the idea - com- I 
mon now. not so common at the time i 
- that the Constitution exists to protect 
the rights of everyone. 

For Ginsburg, that meant fighting to 
get a New. Jersey widower the same 
benefits from Social Security that a wid­
ow would' receive. It meant getting the 
same protection for a sexually abused 
boy under statutory rape laws as for a 
girl of the same age. 

In short, as an advocate. she fought 
for fairness and equality in the laws. 

As a judge, she has sought to be fair. 
minded. She has sided as often with con­
servative Reagan and Bush appointees 
as with more liberal Carter appointees. 

Jurists. she believes, should be ~inde- ' 
pendent-thinking individuals with open, 
but not drafty, minds" who are "willing 
to listen and ... to learn" and "re-exam­
ine their own premises, liberal or conser­
vative. as thoroughly as those of others." 
Their job isn't to create law, she says. but 
they must apply it to the circumstances 
of the day and fill in any gaps so every­
one's rights are protected. 

That's not radical. That's what judges 
and couns are all about. 

Ginsburg is too radical1 
I OPPOSING VIEW 

I 
Based on her 
wrltt8n ... 

...... - .... ntl ta canftnn 
• wll regnt It. ' 

Ruth Bader Ginsburg may be the 
most radical ideologue ever nominated 
to the U.S. Supreme Court. She is eager 
to cleanse our laws of 
everything that could 
remotely be called 
"sex discrimination" 
in order to write in 
what she calls the 
"equality principle." 

She would require 
women to be drafted 
just like men and as­
signed to combat un­
der affirmative ac­
tion, force sex 
integration of prisons 

By..._ 
ScNdJ, an AJ. 
ton. IL, llwys 
and pr9lidlnt of 
Eagle Fonm. 

and refonnatories and even require the 
Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts to change 
their names and become sex-integrated. 
These and other radical notions are in 
Sex Bias in the U.S. Code. which she 
wrote for 1977 publication by the U.S. 
Commimon on Civil Rights and for 

which she was paid by the taxpayers. 
Her off-the-wall demands include de­

claring unconstitutional all laws apinst 
statutory rape and prostitution, k>waing 
the age of consent for sex aclS to 12, ~ 
viding compn:bcmive aovemmcnt-6-
nanced child c:arc: and federalizing DC> 
fault divorce. Her animu5 apinst the 
role of mother/homemaker was a­
pressed like this: "This concept (hus­
band as breadwinner, wife as homcmalc­
er) must be eliminated from the code if 
it is to reflect the equality principle." 

GinsbWJ even c:alla1 in the 1974 ~ 
pon of the Columbia Law School Equal 
Rights Advocacy Project for "replacing 
Mother's Day and Father's Day wi1b 
Parents' Day." And in a speech ~ 
lisbcd by the Phi Beta Kappa Key Re­
poner in 1974, she called for affirmative 
action hiring quotas for carea' women. 

When the Supmne Court upheld the 
ban on taxpayer funding of abortions, 
Ginsburg wrote that this was a "~ 
ni.ng cunailment" of women's rilbtL If 
she sets a cbance, ifs 800'ibYe to the 
Hyde Amendmen1!"' 

She will prove an embammment to 
all those who vote to am6rm her. 
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Judicious Testimony FromJudge Ginsburg 
·' If a Supreme Court nominee's confirmation hear­
ing is a preV1ew of performance on the bench, then 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg would be a thoughtful. patient, 
confident yet cautious justice, respectful of Con­
gress but not afraid to assen judicial prerogatives 
when they are appropriate. For the newest member 
:at a Supreme Court heading into a new era, those 
."qualities would be nice ones to have. 

Judge Ginsburg's three days of testimony before 
the Senate Judiciary Committee last week were so 
.lacking in fireworks that even C-Span didn't carry 
them live. But the relative dullness of the proceed-

... ings certainly didn't upset members of the commit­

.. ,tee, still gunshy after the Clarence Thomas-Anita 
''..'.Hill showdown. Even though her not-ready-for-C­
'~0Span answers did not make. splashy headlines, and 
::.=even though senators were at times frusuated with 
'lier guarded responses, Judge Ginsburg did open a 
~)i,lnited window .into how she might approach her 
:~jesponsibility on ihe nation's highest court. 
·'' The fact that she would sit on the court of last 
.. resort is a key point. In her current position on the 
Gircuit Court of Appeals for the District of Colum­
bia, Judge Ginsburg knows there is always another 
avenue of appeal, another layer with the final say, so 

... .:She can let Supreme Court precedent rule. As one of 
:-',µie nine members on that court, however, her word 

literally could become law, to the extent that she 
.:would be able to build a consensus and persuade her 
:'l::olleagues to her way of thinking. . 
. She took great pains to tell the senators that she 

: ·:prefers consensus to confrontation, that she values 
. collegiality and would think twice before writing 
· strident opinions that criticize fellow justices. At the 
same time. she stressed that "I am a judge. I am not 
an advocate." and would rule according to the law, 
not her personal biases. Still, in most cases that 
reach the Supreme Court, precisely what the law 
means is far irom clear. Interpreting the law is a 
·ustice'sjob. and those interpretations inevitably are 
colored by a justice· s beliefs and experiences. 
. The beliefs that Judge Ginsburg expressed in her 

. testimony should hearten anyone who has seen the 
· . Supreme Court of recent years rely too much on 
·cold legalisms and too little on the effects that the 

. law has on real human beings. Her support for 
:·abortion righ~ was strong and unequivocal. even 
: ·~hough she criticized the reasoning behind Roe vs . 

"' ~f, ( cu17 Pot -IJ~)) tt11 
.. 'J/Q.t; 
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Wade. Her denunciation of bias, for any reason, was 
forceful and eloquent: "l think rank discrimination 
against anyone is against the tradition of the United 
States and is to be deplored." Her view.of the right 
of privacy was reassuring: "The government shall 
not make my decisions for me. I shall make as an 
individual. uninhibited. uncontrolled by my govern­
ment, the decisions that affect my life's course." 

Ideally, she would have Congress pass laws that 
protect these rights. But Judge Ginsburg also made 
clear that while judges should not get too far ahead 
of society in ordering sweeping social change, they 
cannot let the legislative branch delay justice too 
long either . "When political avenues become 'dead­
end streets," she told the senators, "judicial inter­
vention in the.politics of the people may be essential 
in order to have effective politics." 

Barring any unforeseen obstacles, Judge Gins­
burg's confirmation appears assured. Her choice by 
President Bill Clinton was an inspired one. She 
combines a reasoned, measured approach toward 
change with an expansive attitude toward the rights 
that all Americans should enjoy. If she is as adroit on 
the Supreme Court as she was in her testimony 
before the Judiciary Committee, the nation should 
benefit greatly from her service. .: .. ~ 
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Ruth's Truths 
Farewell, stealth candidates. At last, a Supreme Court nominee backs abortion rights. 

~ 
What a refreshing change. 
Ruth Bader Ginsl>urg"s sweeping assertion 

that a woman's right to choose al>ortlon Is 
essential to a woman's equality Is the first de­
rense or this crucial constitutional right that 
Americans have heard rrom a Supreme Court 

nominee since the high court handed down 
Roe vs. Wade In 1973. 

Abortion Is a decision that a woman must 
make ror hcrselr, Ginsburg told the Senate 
Judiciary Committee: "And when govern­
ment-controls that decision for her, she's be-

' 

Ing treated as less than a fully adult human 
responsible ror her own choices." 

Ginsburg's clarity comes In contrast to the 
cautious fuzziness or her predecessors in the 
20 years since Roe. While one nominee (John 
Paul Stevemi In 1975) was never asked about 
abortion, all his successors have hemmed and 
hawed - or zipped their Ups - on this water­
shed Issue or our thne - until Ginsburg. Even 
Sandra Day O'Connor, who came to her con­
firmation hearing with a mlldly pro-abortion­
rights record, left the senators and the public 
baffied about her views on abortion. 

As It has turned out, when Roe has been 
challenged, some of the stealth nominees 
have gone one way, some another. O'Connor, 
for example, wrote the Supreme Court's rule 
that the state cannot place an "undue bur­
den" on a woman seeking an abortion, a stan­
dard less sweeping than Roe but still 
underllnlng the basic right. 

Ginsburg's candor gratlJles In two ways. 
First, It marks an end to that exasperating 
era or confirmation coyness when nominees 
or Republican anti-abortion presidents faced 
confirmation by hostile Democratic senators 
and so retreated Into silence or obruscatlon 
on abortion. Second, It makes clear that 
Ginsburg's earlier complaints about the 
sweep of Roe vs. Wade had been more techni­
cal than substantive. That ruling struck 
down abortion bans solely on the grounds or 
due process, she explained, while In her view 
the Constitution protects abortion rights 
through both Its due process and Its equal 
protection clauses. 

Great. Now, how about equal candor on 
other crucial Issues, !Ike the death penalty? 
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July 30, 1993 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

Alexis Herman 

Marilyn Yaqer 

Elders Committee Markup Today 

The markup starts at 9:00 am in the Senate Labor and 
Human Resouces Committee Hearing Room 430 Dirksen. I 
am going alittle early to assess who from our support 
groups are there. John Podesta is going as well. 

You and John should be prepared to speak on behalf of 
the White House after the vote, should the press there 
be looking for a statement. Avis will be there to 
speak on behalf of Sec. Shalala. 

Depending on who from our support groups is there, I 
may identify others who can speak to the press as well. 



CLINTON MOBILIZES FORCES FOR ALL OUT FIGHT 
ON ELDERS NOMINATION FOR US SURGEON GENERAL 

Conservatives Attack 
Black Woman Nominee 

Washington, D.C--- After the shock and trauma of the Lain 
Guinier nomination, the Clinton Administration has fully mobilized 
in support of Dr. Joycelyn Elders as America's first African 
American Surgeon General. 

Battle lines have been drawn between a broad cross-section of 
supporters of Dr. Elders and a coalition of ultra-conservative, 
Christian fundamentalist and anti-abortion groups. A highly lauded 
pediatrician and nationally respected public health advocate, Dr. 
E 1 de r s has become a ma i n target of the r i g ht -w i n g cons er vat -j v e 
movement because of her progressive views on health 
care. 

According to C. Delores Tucker, president, National Political 
Congress of Black Women, these are the same "mean-spirited people" 
who maliciously distorted the writings of Hillary Clinton and 
viciously attacked and tried to discredit her at the 1992 
Republican National Convention in Houston." Tucker said, "These 
tactics didn't work then and they won't work against Dr. Elders." 

President Bi 11 Clinton has indicated that he stands firmly 
behind the Elders nomination and is prepar-ed to go the full 
distance to gain Senate confirmation. Several days before the 
the opening confirmation hearing, scheduled for Friday, July l~ 
before the Senate Committee on Labor and Human resources, more than 
120 organizations had pledged their support for Dr. Elders 
nomination and confirmation. Most of these organizations are 
oredominantly white and include the American Medical Association. 
American Jewish Congress, National Education Association, 
American College of Physicians, and the American Public Health 
Association. 

African American leaders and organizations have described 
Dr. Elders' confirmation as "urgent" and "a must". All agree that 
she is eminently qualified. 

At the NAACP convention, Rep. Kweisi Mfume (D-Md.) announced 
that the Congressional Black Caucus and NAACP were working with the 
Administration in solid support of the Elders nomination. 

Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, president of the National Medical 
Association, which represents the 15,000 black physicians, said, 
"Dr-. Elders' determination and persuasive powers are two essential 
1 eadersh i p ski 11 s needed to he lo prevent the rampant spread of 
disease." 



• 

( 2 ) 

Mrs. Coretta Scott King, president, King Center, said, 
"America needs Dr. Elders, and we can't afford to let a politically 
motivated atternot to distort het- views deny our countt-y of the 
services of this outstanding leader in health care. I think she 
is one of the finest medical car-e administrators in the country." 

Rev. Jesse Jackson, president of the National Rainbow 
Coalition, said Dr. Elders would bring some unique assets 
to the office of U.S. Sut-geon General. "She has a demonstrated 
record of public service, a long-term personal and working 
relationship and the trust of the President. The nation needs and 
deserves her leadership." 

Robert Bogle, president, National Newspaper Publishers 
Association, said, "The goal of President Clinton to have an 
inclusive society is a concept that we black editors and publishers 
embrace and endorse. Based on what we know about Dr. Elders, we 
think she is highly qualified and would make an excellent Surgeon 
General. For this reason, we strongly support her nomination." 

Officials of NAACP, NAACP Legal Defense Fund, Operation PUSH, 
National Urban League, National Urban Coalition, National Council 
of Negro Women, National Black Nurses Association, and National Pan 
Hellenic Council urged their members to write members of the Senate 
in support of Dr-. Elders' confirmation. 

Dr. Elders graduated from Philander Smith College in Little 
Rock at the age of 18. She served as physical therapist in the 
Army before earning her medical degree, and a Masters Degree in 
biochemistry from the University of Arkansas School of Medicine. 
She then trained in pediatrics at the Univer·sity of Minnesota 
Hos o i ta 1 and be c arn e ch i e f p e d i at r i c res i dent at the Un i v er s i t y 
Hospital in 1961. 

As a professor of pediatrics at the University of Arkansas 
Medi ca 1 School and a researchet- into the causes and treatment of 
hormone-related illnesses, Dr. Elders has authored more than 150 
articles for medical research publications. As the Director of the 
Arkansas Department of Health since 1987, Dr. Elders has received 
numerous national awards for her outstanding work and leadership 
in healthcar-e. 

As one NAACP official put it, "This country needs a Surgeon 
General who is not afraid to speak candidly about the difficult 
health care problems facing the nation. Dr. Elders will be such 
a Surgeon Gener-al." 

----30---



WE MUST SUPPORT DR. JOYCELYN ELDERS 
FOR U.S. SURGEON GENERAL 

Once again an African American woman takes center stage on 
Capitol Hi 11 in a confirmation battle expected to exceed the 
political drama and heat of the Lani Guinier controversy. 

The confirmation hearing for Dr. Joycelyn Elders as the 
first African American Surgeon General is scheduled for Friday, 
Ju 1 y 15, before the Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee. 
A vast army of conservatives forces, the same people who dominated 
th e R e pub 1 i c an N at i on a 1 Con v en t i on i n Hou s ton 1 as t s u mm er , h av e 
been mobilizing for full warfare to defeat the nomination of Dr. 
Elders in the Senate, either in committee or on the Senate floor. 

No one can raise any 
outstanding qualifications of 
professional, pediatrician, and 
in healthcare services. Dr. 
attention for her extraordinary 
Arkansas State Health Department. 

legitimate questions about the 
this dedicated public health 
persuasive advocate for changes 

Elders has attracted national 
leadership as Director of the 

Dr. Elders is now the prime target of such ultra­
conservative and Christian fundamentalist groups as Rev. Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition, Concerned Women for America, the 
Eagle Forum, the American Famiiy Association, the Family Research 
Council and the Traditional Values Coalition. We witnessed the 
mean spiritness and the vicious attacks of these people at the 1992 
Republican National Convention. 

The thousands of African Americans who expressed their 
anger over the treatment of Lani Guinier now have the opportunity 
to demonstrate our unequ i voca 1 support for Dr. E 1 ders by sending 
a strong and cl ear message to the members of the U.S. Senate. 
African Americans in every state must call or write to their~ 
senators urging support for the confirmation of Dr. Elders. 

African Americans and other citizens of goodwil 1 must 
aggressively meet the challenge of regressive forces in OLW 

society. We can and must win this fight! Don't delay. Write 
today to members of the U.S. Senate in support of our sister, Dr. 
Joycelyn Elders, the superb nominee for U.S. Surgeon General. 

--30·--



TO: Constituency 

FR: Sherry Moorehead 

DATE: July 7, 1993 

cc: Minyon Moore 
Craig Smith 

RE~ Nomination of Dr. Jocelyn Elders for surgeon General 

This morning Minyon, Lisa, and myself met at OEOB for a strategy 
meeting concerning Dr. Jocelyn Elders nomination for surgeon 
General. At this point, Senators Bumpers, Pryor, and Boren have 
come out in strong support of Dr. Elders. Former surgeon General 
c. Everett Koop has agreed to do an Op-Ed for Dr. Elders. There 
are also talking points being developed at this time to help any 
groups who might be interested in doing a letter, press release, or 
press conference in support of Dr. Elders. 

TIMELINE FOR THE NOMINATION PROCESS 

* Dr. Elders will complete courtesy visits on July 13th & 14th 

* Hearing will begin on July 16th 

* It is expected that the committee will report her out within one 
week 

* The nomination is expected to be on the Senate floor prior to the 
August recess to prevent.the development of a strong opposition 
to the nomination during the recess 

• By the 14th of July there will have been a full sweep of Senate 
Democrats, and a list of all those Senate Democrats and 
Republicans who are being targeted will be available on July 14th 
in which they will be ranked 1-5 according to their level of 
support for Dr. Elders. 

* Letters of endorsement are needed by July 14th. If there are any 
advocacy groups who have written a letter in support of Dr. 
Elders feed those into Marilyn Yager in OPL. 

Attached is a list of organizations which have already been 
contacted. If you have additional information about these or other 
groups who are in support of Dr. Elders please feed it into Marilyn 
Yager in OPL. 

If any one is in contact with any southern ministers, school board 
superintendents, mayors, or governors i!l pai-ticular who are in 
support of Dr. Elders, please make sure that those people are fed 



' "' 

in as well. 

* Please make sure that you are also f eedin9 your information into 
Michael Coen who will be keeping a binder for us of all of our 
out reach efforts on this nomination process. 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 7, 1993 

FROM: ~ ERMAN 
\ to the President and 

.......... ~~~r of Public Liaison 

SUBJECT: THE ATTACHED 

Attached, please find a biography of Dr. Joycelyn Elders, a 
description of the Office of surgeon General, a model letter of 
support for her, address of Newspapers to be contacted, a list of 
responses to the charges that have been made against her, and a 
list of her supporters. 



FROM THE OFFICE OF CABINET SECRETARY 
202-456-6280 

FROM: f ENNIFER ALLAN 

DATE: ~O. OF PAGES: 

MESSAGE: 

The document to follow is intended for the addressee only and should 
be considered privileged and confidential. 
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TO: Interested Persons DATE: July 7, 1993 

FROM: Wade Henderson, Director ~ 
RE: Nomination of Dr. Joycelyn Elders for Surgeon General 

ACTION NEEDKD; 

Call, write, and send telegrams to your Senators and urge them to suppon the 
nomination of Dr. Joycelyn Elders for U.S. Surgeon General. Contact these 
members of the Committee on Labor and Human Resources: Edward M. Kennedy­
MA (Chairman), Claiborne Pell-RI, Howard Metzenbaum-OH, Christopher J. Dodd­
er, Paul Simon-14 Tom Harkin-IA, Barbara A. Mikulski-MD, Jeff Bingaman-NM, 
Paul David Wellstone-MN, Harris Wofford-P ~Nancy Landon Kassebaum-KS, James 
M. Jeffords-VT, Dan Coats-IN, Judd Gregg-NH, Strom Thurman-SC, Orrin G. 
Hatch-UT, Dave Durenberger-MN. You may reach your Senators by calling the 
Capitol Switchboard at (202) 224·3121. 

FJi~N NEF..DED: 

Immediately. NAACP members are urged to call their Senators and request their 
support for Dr. Joycelyn Elders' nomination. It is imperative that the NAACP's 
vigorous support for Dr. Elders be heard. 

--·· ---------~----

Dr. Joycelyn Elders is the first African American woman to be nominated for tl1e 
position of U.S. Surgeon General. Pre~ently, Dr. Elders is the director of the Arkansas 
Health Department. In December of 1992, President Clinton selected Dr. Elders as his 
choice for U.S. Surgeon General; however, Dr. Antonia Novello, outgoing Surgeon General, 
reqne~ted to remain jn position until June 30, 1993. Several conservative groups and 
Christian fundamentalists have attacked Dr. Elders because of her progressive views on 
health care for all Americans. Leading the attack is the Concerned Women of America, 
who call Dr. Elders "a very, very dangerous woman," and vow to defeat her nomination. 
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Dr. Elders graduated from Philander Smith CoJlege in Little Rock. She then served as 
physical therapist in the Army before earning her medical degree, and a Masters Degree in 
biochemistry, from the University of Arkansas School of Medicine. Dr. Elders then trained 
in pediatrics at the University of Minnesota hospitals and became chief pediatric resident 
at the University Hospital in 1961. For the next 20 years, Dr. Elders combined research in 
pediatric endocrinology with a university clinical practice that specialized in the treatment 
of juvenile diabetes. 

Dr. Elders believes that discussions of "public health" must include everything from the 
impact of poverty, the plague of violence, medica1 assistance to the elderly, nutrition, 
preventive medicine and treatment of disea.~e. In her capacity a.c; director of public health 
in Arkansas, Dr. Elders has already battled right-wing forces who opposed her efforts to 
combat AIDS, child sex abuse, and adolescent pregnancy through public education. These 
groups became particularly angry over her attempts to reduce teen pregnancy and combat 
AIDS through school-based clinics and education in public schools. Though personally 
opposed to abortion, Dr. Elders is pro-choice. 

Dr. E1ders' life and career have enabled her to appreciate the harsh realities of health 
probJ_ems in the African American community~ and have led her to tackle hard issues with 
vigor. The African American community cannot afford to lose the important opportunity 
to have Dr. Joycelyn Elders as our nation's Surgeon Gene.ral. We need to have a Surgeon 
General who is not afraid to speak candidly about the difficult health care problems facing 
the nation. 

The NAACP must urge Senators to confirm Dr. Elders as U.S. Surgeon General. 
Senator Edward (Ted) Kennedy, Chairman of the Committee on Labor and Human 
Resources~ has voiced his support for Dr. Elders and ~in prove helpful in guiding her 
nomination through the confirmation hearings. Dr. Elders' confirmation hearing has been 
set for Friday, July 16, 1993. 

The NAACP must show a strong, independent voice in support of Dr. Elders. The 
African American community, and this country as a whole, needs both her medical 
experience and willingness to confront some of the most distressing health problems of our 
times. 
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WASHINGTON BUREAU 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLOAED PEOPLE 

1025 VERMONT AVENUE, N.W. • SUITE 730 • WASHINGTON, D.C. 20005 
(202) 638·2269 FAX (202) 638·5936 

TELECOPIER COVER SHEET 

PLEASE DELIVER THE FOLLOUt7NG FAX TMMC.DIATELY TO: 

DATE: 7- 7- CJ !J 
TO: d&s: 1~~-

,.- FAX NO.: ~(; 6 - 2--? p J 
FROM: ~c:Jc ~n---
SUBJE~'T: --~ ~ - · 

Please advise immediately if you do not receive a 10,·aJ of ~ pages at the end of this 
trwr.sm ,:,.sio1i. 

CO~fMENTS: ___________ ~-------

f;; Y.1= 

-- __ .. _______ . _______ ---

----·------ -----------·· --

Please contact 01erie Ann Turpin if there are any problems with this fa.xii 

...... ,. 
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TO: 

FROM: 

. .. Washington Bureau · . . . ... 
. Natlooal Association for ibe Advailetment ot Colond People 

· 1025 VemiontAvrnuef N. W~ Suite 130 ·.• 
Washingtf.)11,D.C. 20009 

(202) 6J8.2269/faxJ2D2) 6~5936 

. ··· .. ·. .. . ....... ACTION ALt~'f > 
...... ·.· 

Interested Persons DATE: July 7, 1993 

Wade Henderson, Director ~ 
RE: Nomination or Dr. Joycelyn Elders for Surgeon General 

ACTION NEED~D: 

Call, write, and send telegrams to your Senators and urge them to support the 
nomination of Dr. Joycelyn Elders for U.S. Surgeon General. Contact these 
members of the Conunittee on Labor and Human Resources: Edward M. Kennedy­
MA (Chairman), Claiborne Pell-RI, Howard Metzenbaum-OH, Christopher J. Dodd­
er. Paul Simon-IL. Tom Harkin-IA, Barbara A Mikulski-MD, Jeff Bingaman-NM, 
Paul David Wellstone-MN, Harris Wofford-PA. Nancy Landon Kassebaum-KS, James 
M. Jeffords-VT, Dan Coats-IN, Judd Gregg-NH, Strom Thurman-SC, Orrin G. 
Hatch-UT, Dave Durenberger-MN. You may reach your Senators by calling the 
Capitol Switchboard at (202) 224.3121. 

WHKN NEF..DEO: 

JmmediateJy, NAACP members are urged to call their Senators and request their 
support for Dr. Joycelyn Elders' nomination. It is imperative that the NAACP's 
vigorous support for Dr. Elders be heard. 

--· ---------------
Dr. Joycelyn Elders is the first African American woman to be nominated for the 

position of U.S. Surgeon General. Presently, Dr. Elders is the director of the Arkansas 
Health Department. Jn December of 1992, President Clinton selected Dr. Elders as his 
choice for U.S. Surgeon General; however, Dr. Antonia Novello, outgoing Surgeon General, 
reqne~ted to remain in position until June 30, 1993. Several conservative groups and 
Christian fundamentarists have attacked Dr. Elders because of her progressive views on 
health care for all Americans. Leading the attack is the Concerned Women of America, 
who call Dr. Elders ''a very, very dangerous woman," and vow to defeat her nomination. 



_ WASHINGTON BUREAU/NAACP TEL No. 202 638 5936 Jul 07.93 19:54 P.03 

• 

Dr. Elders graduated from Philander Smith College in Little Rock. She then served as 
physical therapist in the Army before earning her medical degree, and a Masters Degree in 
biochemistry, from the University of Arkansas School of Medicine. Dr. Elders then trained 
in pediatrics at the University of Minnesota hospitals and became chief pediatric resident 
at the University Hospital in 1961. For the next 20 years, Dr. Elders combined research in 
pediatric endocrinology with a university clinical practice that specialized in the treatment 
of juvenile diabetes. 

Dr. Elders believes that discussions of "public health" must include everything from the 
impact of poverty, the plague of violence, medical assistance to the elderly, nutrition, 
preventive medicine and treatment of disease. In her capacity as director of public health 
in Arkansas, Dr. Elders has already battled right-wing forces who opposed her efforts to 
combat AIDS, child sex abuse. and adolescent pregnancy through public education. These 
groups became particularly angry over her attempts to reduce teen pregnancy and combat 
AIDS through school·based clinics and education in public schools. Though personally 
opposed to abortion, Dr. Elders is pro-choice. 

Dr. EJders' life and career have enabled her to appreciate the harsh realities of health 
problems in the African American community, and have led her to tackle hard issues with 
vigor. The African American community cannot afford to lose the important opportunity 
to have Dr. Joycelyn Elders as our nation's Surgeon General. We need to have a Surgeon 
General who is not afraid to speak candidly about the difficult health care problems facing 
the nation. 

The NAACP must urge Senators to confirm Dr. Elders as U.S. Surgeon General. 
Senator Edward (Ted) Kennedy, Chairman of the Committee on Labor and Human 
Resources. has voiced his support for Dr. Elders and wiH prove helpful in guiding her 
nomination through the confirmation hearings. Dr. Elders' confirmation hearing has been 
set for Friday, July 16, 1993. 

The NAACP must show a strong, independent voice in support of Dr. Elders. The 
African American community, and this country as a whole. needs both her medical 
experience and willingness to confront some of the most distressing health problems of our 
times . 

2 
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aders Rally To Support Jocelyn Elders 

By Ofield Dukes 
NATIONAL NEWSPAPER 
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION 

WASHINGTON - After the 
shock and trauma of the de­
railed Lant Guinier nomina­
tion. the Clinton adminis­
tration has fully mobilized 
in· support of Dr. Jocelyn 
Elders as America's first Af­
ric.an American Surgeon 
General. 

Battle Hnes have been 
drawn between a broad 
cross-section of supporters 

\

of Elders and a coalition of 
ultra-conservative Christian 
fUildamentalists and anti­
abortion groups. A lauded pe­
diatrician and nationally re-
spected public health advo­
cate in Arkansas, Elders has 

come a main target of the 
ht-wing conservative 

ovement because of her 
progressive views on health 
care. In addition, Elders has 
come under fire for financial 
impropriety while ' still on 

·Arkansas' payroll. 
According to C. Delores 

Tucker. president of the Na­
tional Political Congress of 
Black Women. these are the 
'same "mean-spirited people" 
who maliciously distorted 
the Writings of H1llary Cltn-

ton and viciously attacked 
and tried to discredit her at 
the 1992 Republican Nation­
al Convention in Houston. 
Tucker said, 'These tactics 
didn't work then and they 
won't against Dr. Elders." 

President Clinton has indi­
cated that he stands firmly 
behind the Elders ·nomina­
tion and is prepared to go the 
distance to gain Senate con­
firmation. Several days be­
fore the opening confirma­
tion hearing before the 
Senate Committee on Labor 
and Human Resources. more 
than 120 organizations 
pledged their support for 
Elders' nomination and con­
firmation. Most of these or­
ganizations are predomi­
nantly white and include the 
American Medical Associa­
tion. American Jewtsh Con-

. gress. National Education 
Association. American Col­
lege of Physicians, and the 
American PubUc Health As­
sociation. 

African American leaders 
and organizations have de­
scribed Elders' conftrmation 
as "urgent" and "a must." All 
agree she is quallfled for the 
post. 

At the NAACP convention 
last week in Indianapolis, 
Rep. Kweisi Mfume (D-Md.) 

announced that the Congres­
sional Black Caucus and 
NAACP were working with 
the Clinton administration 
in support of the nominee. 

Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, 
president of the National 
Medical Association, which. 
represents the 15,000 black 
physicians. said "Dr. Elders' 
determination and persua­
sive powers are two essential. 
leadership skills needed to 
help prevent the rampant 
spread of disease." 

Coretta Scott King, presi­
dent of the King Center in At­
lanta, said: "America needs 
Dr. Elders and we can't af­
ford to let a politically moti­
vated attempt to distort her 
views (to) deny our country of 
the services of this outstand­
ing leader in health care. I 
think she is one of the finest 
medical care administrators 
in the country." 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
president of the National 
Rainbow Coalition, said 
Elders would bring some 
unique assets as Surgeon 
General. "She has a demon­
strated record of public ser­
vice, a long-term personal 
and working relationship 
and the trust of the presi­
dent. The nation needs and 
deserves her leadership." 
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Clinton admirustrabon m so sup- counll)': : 
W ASIDNGTON, DC - After the 

shock and trauma of the derailed 
Lani Guinier nomination, the Clinton 
administration has fully mobilized in 
support of Dr. Joycelyn Elders as 
America's fmt African American 
Surgeon Genenl. 

Baule lines have been drawn be­
.ween a broad cross-section of sup­
porters of Dr. Elders and a coaliti~ 
of ultra-conservative, Christian fun­
Jamentalisl and anti-abortion groups. 
A highlight lauded pediatrician and 
nationally respected public health 
advocate, Dr. Elders has become a 
main target of lhe right-wing conser­
vative movement because of her Jl:O· 
gressive views on health care. ':l 

According to C. Delores Tucker, 
president of the National Political 

Congress.~ :;:en, ~w: 
uSif~"~ritings of 
Ointon"'"ancfViciously at­

tacked and uied to' diScredit her ~ 
the · 1992 Republican National 
convention in Houston. Tucker said, 
"These tactics .didn't work then and 
they won\ wort lgainst J?r.~dc:s-•. 

President Bill Ointon has indi-
cated that he stands rmnty behind the 
Elders nomination and is prepared to 
go the full distance to gain Senate 
confinnation. Several days before the 
opening confirmation hearing, 
scheduled for Friday, July 16 before 

port of the Elders nomination. The Rev. Jesse Jackson, president ! 
Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, president of the National Rainbow Coalition, 

of the National Medical Association, said Dr. Elders would bring some 
which represents the lS,000 blact unique assets to the office of U.S. 
physicians, said "Dr. Elders' delei- Surgeon Geaeral. •she has a dcmon-
mination and persuasive powers are strated record of public service, a 
two essential leadership stills needed long-term personal ind working rela-
to help prevent the rampant spread of tionsbip and 'ibe trust of the presi-

: disease.• denL 'lbe nation needs and deserves 

Mrs. Coretta Scott King, president her leadership.• 
of the King Center in Atlanta, said: Robert W. Bogle, president of the 
• America needs Dr. Elders, and we National Newspaper .. Publishers , 

: can't afford to let a politically moti- Ass~iation! said. 'The g~ of 
'. · d ttempt to distort her views President Oin~ to have an mclu-

'f atc a . · . ·1s tha 
'.(to) deny our counll)' of the services. sive ~·~ . : ti s,CO~cept . t we 

l~~~~::::::;bla:kY.?.j!\~-..... 

the Senate Committee- on Labor and 
Human Resources, more than 120 
organizations bad pledged their sup­
port for Dr. Elders' nomination an~ 
confirmation. Most of these organi­
zations are predominantly white and 
include the American Medical 
Association, American Jewish 
Congress, National Education - · 
Association, American College of 
Ph sicians, and the American Public 

Association. 
·can AmericanJeaders and or­

g 1zations have described Dr. 
Elders' confinnation as •urgent• and 
•a musL• An agree that she is emi­
nently qUallfied for the post. 

At the NAACP convention, Rep. 1 

Kwoisi Mfwne (D-MD) announced · 
-....._ . ··---' nt ....... 1 .. ,...,..n ...... ,. 



~~TY NEWS July 24, 19931 
'Clinton Mobilizes Forces 
9n. Elders Nomination 

By Ofield Dukes 

By Ofield Dukes 
Washington, DC -- After the 
ock and trauma of the derailed 
mi Guinier nomination, the 
'inton administration has fully 
obilized in support of Dr. 
1celyn Elders as America's first 
frican American Surgeon 
:neral. 
Battle lines have been drawn 
tween a broad cross-section of 
Jporters of Dr. Elders and a 
llition of ultra-conservative, 
iristian fundamentalist and anti­
')rtion groups. A highly lauded 
diatrician and nationally 
.pected public health advocate, 
. Elders has become a main 
·get of the right-wing 
.1servative movement because of 

progressive views on health 
e. 

ing to C. Delores 
esident of the National 
Congress of Black 

Jmen, these are the same 
1ean-spirited people" who 
liciously distorted the writings 
Hillary Clinton and viciously 
!Cked and tried to discredit her 
.he 1992 Republican National 
nvention in Houston. Tucker 
j, "These tactics didn't work 
n and they won't work against 
Elders." 

'resident Bill Clinton has 
cated that he stands firmly 
ind the Elders nomination and 
~epared to go the full distance 
gain Senate confirmation. 
eral days before the opening 
:irmation hearing, scheduled 
Friday, July 16 before the 

1te Committee on Labor and 
'1an Resources, more than 120 
mizations had pledged their 
oort for Dr. Elders' 
1ination and confirmation. 
;t of these organizations are 
lo · ntly white and include 

erican Medical 
, American Jewish 

gre , National Education 
)ciation, American College of 
icians, and the American 

'ic Health Association. 
.·rican American leaders and 
nizations have described Dr. 

.t:.laers· confirmation as "urgent" 
~nd "a must." All agreee that she , 
is eminently qualified for the post. 

At the NAACP convention, 
Rep. Kweisi Mfune (D-MD) 
announced that the Congressional 
Black Caucus and NAACP were 
working with the Clinton 
adminstration in solid support of 
the Elders nomination. 

Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, 
president of the National Medical I 
Association, which represents the -
15,000 black physicians, said "Dr. 
Elders' determination and 
persuasive powers are two 
essential leadership skills needed to 
help prevent the rampant spread 
of disease." 

Mrs. Coretta Scott King, 
president of. the King Center in 
Atlanta, said: "America needs Dr. 
Elders, and we can't afford to let 
a politically motivated attempt to 
distort her views (to) deny our 
country of the services of this / 
outstanding leader in health care. 
I think she is one of the finest 
medical care administrators in the 
country." 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
president of National Rainbow 
Coalition, said ·or. Elders would 
bring some unique assets to the 
office of U.S. Surgeon General. 
"She has a demonstrated record 
of public service, a long-term 
personal and working relationship 
and the trust of the president. The 
nation needs and deserves her 
leadership." 

Robert W. Bogle, president of 
the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association said 
"The goal of President 1Cllnton t~ 
have an inclusive society is a 
concept that we black editors and 
puJiishers embrace and endorse. 
Based on what we know of Dr. 
Elders, we think she is highly 
qualified and would make an 
excellent Surgeon General. For 
this reason, we strongly support 
her nomination." 

Officials of NAACP, NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund, Operation 
PU~H, National Urban League, 
National Urban Coalition 
National Council of Negr~ 
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Elde,rs resigns 
Arkansas post 

---- Aasodated Preas 

• 
. HOT SPRINGS, Ark. - Presl· 

dent Clinton reasserted his sup­
port for his embattled surgeon gen. 
eral nominee. taking her back to 
~ashlngton In his plane yesterday 
after she resigned as director of the 
Arkansas Health Department. 

Mr. Clinton gave Dr. M. Joyce· 
lyn Elders a sturdy hug as the two 
boarded a small presidential jet. He 
tgnored a shouted question on 
whether he thought Dr. Elders 
could be confirmed. But he had 
told reporters a day earltcr during a 
weekend vtstt to his home state 
that he did not think her nomina­
tion was In trouble. 

Dr. Elders aablnttted her resig­
nation yesterday as Arkansas 
health director, effective Immedi­
ately. She had been under fire for 
recetvtng a federal consulting fee •

1

· 

whllc drawing her state salary. 
"As work towards my conflrma- I 

Uon process Intensifies, I must 
now devote all my efforts and ener­
gy to my new federal role." she said 
In her resignation letter. Her rcstg· 
nation had not been expected until 
her confirmation process was com­
plete. 

Max Parker. a spokeswoman 

for Arkansas Gov. Jim Guy Tuck­
er, said Dr. Elders contacted the 
governor Saturday and met with 
him yesterday for about 40 min­
utes . 

A Senate panel postponed hear­
ings on Dr. Elders' nomination last 
week after opponents raised ques­
tions about the dual paychecks, as 
well her family taxes and her posl· 
tton on an Arkansas bank board. 
Conservatives have expressed op­
position to Dr. Elders because of 
frank statements she has made In 
support of abortion rights and sex 
education for children. 

While Mr. Clinton traveled from 
Little Rock by motorcade, Dr. 
Elders new the 50 miles aboard 
the prestdentlal aircraft with Chief 
of Staff' Thomas F. "Mack" McLar· 
ty. Dr. Elders then got off the plane 
only to board tt again with Mr. 
Clnton before television cameras. 

On Wednesday. Mr. Tucker 
satd he was not pleased when he 
learned that Dr. Elders was receiv­
ing federal pay while drawing her 
salary from the state health de· 
partment. 

i didn't know about this, didn't 
approve of this and wouldn't have 
approved or this." he said. 

Dr. Elders did nothing Illegal by 
accepting the fee while retaining 
her jOb. according to a letter from 
Jack Kress, special counsel for 

~ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
!'It.\ ........ .,, • .,. .. ,, ... , ........................ . 

ethics at the Department of Health 
and Human Services. ---

In the letter. to Democratic Sen. 
Edward M. Kennedy of Massachu· 
setts, Mr. Kress said presidential 
nominees may work In "ari Inter­
mittent consultant capacity" at the 
federal agency to which they are 
nominated for up to 130 days 
without quitting their jobs. Mr. 
Kennedy's Labor Committee plans 
to hold Dr. Elders' confirmation 
hearing Friday. 

In her letter of resignation. Dr. 
Elders said she had been dividing 
her Ume between the state agency 
and the U.S. Public Health Service 
since April. 

i have taken annual leave from 
Arkansas for the days I had to be 
Washington. and I have always 
been able to give the !Arkansas 
Health Department] my fullest at· 
tent1on when required; she wrote. 

In Washington. Democratic 
Rep. Kwelsl Mfume of Maryland 
said on CBS's "Face the Nation" 
that he believed Mr. Clinton would 
back up Dr. Elders' nomination. 

"The White House has assured 
me three times In just the last 
three days that they are firmly 
committed to moving forward with 
the nomination process and the 
confirmation process." said Mr. 
Mfume, who Is chairman of the 
Congressional Black Caucus. 
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ouse Prepares For Another Confir01ation Battle 
By Starr Writer 

Known as one of lhe 
1ation 's preeminent public 
1ealth officials, Dr. M. 
oycelyn Elders is expected 
J face Congressional con­
i rm at ion hearings nexl 
~eek in her quest lo 
-ccome the America's first 
I lack surgeon general. 
And, there are rumors cir­

u la1ing Capi1ol Hill and 
ther parts of Washington, 
>.C. that Elders couW face 
ic same fa1e as Lani 
iuinier, whose nomination 
y President Clinton lo 
ccome head of the U.S. 
ustice Depar1men1 Civil 
ights Division was Ia1er 
'ithdrawn. In fact, Elders 
;_is already drawn the ire of 
>me powerful conserva­
ves and anti-abor1ion 
roups regarding her posi­
ons on that specific issue. 

"The Congressional 
lack Caucus and all other 

I 

civil rights groups are finn­
ly behind Dr. Elders," said 
Caucus Chairman Kweisi 
Mfume (D-Md.) at a recenl 
NAACP Conven1ion in 
Indianapolis. "We are so 
behind this nominee lhal 
there is not even a crack of 
daylight be1we.en our group 
and any 01her civil rights 
organizalion." 

Indeed, Mfume's remark 
was meanl as a "warning" 
to Clinton if he fails lo put 
the full weight of lhe White 
House behind the Elders' 
nomination. 

According to While 
House sources, however, 
lhe Elders' nominalion is 
going lo be differenl. 
Preparations have since 
begun for lhe upcoming 
confirmation hearing. And, 
01her sources have also 
indica1ed that Clinton will 
nol "1urn his back" on 
Elders, as she is a native 
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White House Chief of Starr Mack Mclarty (c) and other Clinton administration officals brief Surgeon General i· 
nominee Jocelyn Elders (r) in preparation for her upcoming confirmation hearing. 

White House Photo 

Arkansan, like Presidenl nity located in the soulh- guished career in medicine. the U.S. Army where she · 
ClinlOn. wesl pan of the slate, Upon graduation from col- received training as a phys-

Bom in a small commu- Elders has had a dis1in- lege at age 18, she entered ical lhcrapist By 1960, she 
was working as an intern at 
the University of 
Minnesola Hospital and 
later, as a pediatrician at the 
Universily of Arkansas 

I 
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lil on 0 I izes orces E°:r~t~ m~mber of th~ h~~~~~~~r;~~~~red r:oreth~ 150 

I Eld N 
• • ~ port of Dr. Elders E . medical research 

fl ers Qffi}fiatIQfi ~~~. ~~~~:~!ti~~;. As the Director o~ 
B Of

. l lders graduated f~om- Arkansas Department o 
Y ie d Dukes Smith College in Little the . 1987 Dr. Elders has 

Ofield Dukes .l:::JClers· confirmation as "urgent" e age of 18. She served Heal~h s~nc~ume;ous national 

Washington, DC -- After the 
hock and trauma of the derailed 
-ani Guinier nomination, the 
·::iinton administration has fully 
nobilized in support of Dr. 
·ocelyn Elders as America's first 
\frican American Surgeon 
ieneral. 

Battle lines have been drawn 
•etween a broad cross-section of 
Jpporters of Dr. Elders and a 
oalition of ultra-conservative, 
hristian fundamentalist and anti­
Jortion groups. A highly lauded 
ediatrician and nationally 
'Spected public health advocate, 
r. Elders has become a main 
.rget of the right-wing 
inservative movement because of 
~r progressive views on health 
,re. 
According to C. Delores 
Jcker, president of the National 
>litical Congress of Black 
o-these are the same 
n irited people" who 
lli ly distorted the writings 
Hillary Clinton and viciously 
acked and tried to discredit her 
the 1992 Republican National 
•nvention in Houston. Tucker 
d, "These tactics didn't work 
;n and they won't work against 
. Elders." 
?resident Bill Clinton has 
'icated that he stands firmly 
ind the Elders nomination and 
·repared to go the full distance 
gain Senate confirmation. 
eral days before the opening 
firmation hearing, scheduled 
Friday, July 16 before the 

ate Committee on Labor and 
nan Resources, more than 120 
mizations had pledged their 
port for Dr. Elders' 
iination and confirmation. 
;t of these organizations are 
lominantly white and include 

American Medical 
:>ciation, American Jewish 
gr National Education 
1c American College of 
;i and the American 
!ic ealth Association. 
frican American leaders and 
nizations have described Dr. 

and "a must." All agreee that she al therapist in the u,.s. re;~;~~ for her outstanding work 
is eminently qualified for the post. ore earning her medic~! a leadership in health care .. 

At the NAACP convention, d a Masters Degree .m and NAACP official put it, 
Rep. Kweisi Mfune (D-MD) ~try from the Univ~r~ny .. A~so~~untry needs ~ Surgeon 
announced that the Congressional School of Medicine. Th ho is not afraid to speak 
Black Caucus and NAACP were ~:ained in pedi~trics at Gen~~~~yw about the diffi~ult care 
working with the Clinton niversity of M.mne~~~~ cp~~b;ems facing the nauson. ~~~ 
adminstration in solid support of 1 and became . c . Elders will be such a urg 
the Elders nomination. resident at the UmversttY General." 

Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, in 1961. 
1 president of the National Medical rofessor of pediatrics a 

Association, which represents the 
15 ,000 black physicians, said "Dr. 

1 

Elders' determination and 
persuasive powers are two 
essential leadership skills needed to 
help prevent the rampant spread 
of disease." 

Mrs. Coretta Scott King, 
president of. the King Center in 
Atlanta, said: "America needs Dr. 
Elders, and we can't afford to let 
a politically motivated attempt to 
distort her views (to) deny our 
country of the services of this 
outstanding leader in health care. 
I think she is one of the finest 
medical care administrators in the 
country." 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, 
president of National Rainbow 
Coalition, said ·or. Elders would 
bring some unique assets to the 
office of U.S. Surgeon General. 
"She has a demonstrated record 
of public service, a long-term 
personal and working relationship 
and the trust of the president. The 
nation needs and deserves her 
leadership.'' 

Robert W. Bogle, president of 
the National Newspaper 
Publishers Association, said, 
''The goal of President 1Clinton to 
have an inclusive society is a 
concept that we black editors and 
pu.>lishers embrace and endorse. 
Based on what we know of Dr. 
Elders, we think she is highly 
qualified and would make an 
excellent Surgeon General. For 
this reason, we strongly support 
her nomination." 

Officials of NAACP, NAACP 
Legal Defense Fund, Operation 
PUSH, National Urban League, 
National Urban Coalition, 
National Council of Negro 



~~Clinton mobitl~J-~ l~~~i{~~ii>n Elders,non • 

. By Ofield Dukes abortion groups. A highly lauded has become main target of the right- gain r~enate confirmation.· Several American Jew~ Congress. N~onal 
pediatrician and nationally respected wing conservative movement days :~fo~ the opening-Cbnfirmation Education Association, American 

WASHINGTON, D.C. • public health advocate. Dr. Elders because of her progressive views on heariiig, scheduled for Friday, July College of Physicians, and' the 
After the shock and trauma of the health care. 16 before the Senate Committee on American ·. Public Health 
derailed Lani Guinier nomination, Labot and Human Resources, more ·Association. 
the Clinton administration has fully According to C. Delores Tucker, tha1r t20 organizations had pledged · African American leaders and 
mob·•=--"' . president of the National Political •~ m suppon of Dr. Joycelyn thei,f, support for Dr'. Elders' organizations have described Dr. 
Elders as America·s first African Congress of Black Women, these are nolljination and confirmation. Most· Elder's confirmation as "urgent" and 
American Surgeon General. the same "mean-spiritecl'people" who o:t· these organizations are "a must." All agree lh!il she is 

: 'We must support 
' Dr. Elders" 

·.:-;.-.;.,:·:·-:..;' ... :·:-:-:·:·:-:-.-:·:·:·:·:-:-:-:-.-·····=·:-:-:-.-:·:-:·:·:·:·:·:·:-:-:·.·:·:-:-:-:-:·:·:-·-·· .. 

Battle lines have been drawn 
between a broad cross-section of 
supporters of Dr. Elders and a 
coalition of ultra-conservative, 
Cl,uistian fundamentalist and anti-

.;;,----------._) 

Dr. Joycelyn Elders 
.. .Clinton Nominu for 
U.S. Surgeon General 
faces challenge 

maliciously distorted the writings of p · minantly white and include the eminently qualified for the post. 
Hillary Clinton and viciously ·~ Am' ican Medical Association, At the NAACP convention, rep. 
attacked and tried to discredit her at 
the 1992 Republican National 
Convention in Houston. Tucker 
said, "'These tactics didn't work then 
and they won't work against Dr. 
Elders." 

I 

President Bill Clinto as 
indicated that he stands firm 'd ·. d 
the Elders nominatio is 
prepared to ~o the fu ce to 

~ 

:.,: J ' ..... 



iation 
For lhi! reason, we slrongly support 

Kweisi Mfume (D-MD) announced her noninalion" 
thar 1he Congressional Black Caucus Officials of NAACP, NAACP 
and NAACP were working wilh the Legal Defense Fund, Operalion 
Clinton administration in solid PUSH, National Urban League. 
support of the Elders nomination. Narional Urban Coalition, National 

Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, Council of Negro Women, Nalional 
president of the National Medical Black Nurses Association, and 
Association, which represents the Nadonal Pan Hellenic Council urged 
15,000 black physicians, said "Dr. I" their members to wrile members of 

i!J~&i• ~nn~peiS(iiSive the Senare in support of Dr. Elders' 
1 p<>wers are two essential leadership. confinnation. 

skills needed to help prevent the Dr. Elders graduated from 
rampant spread of disease." Philander Smith College in Lillle 

Mrs. Coretta Scott King, Rock at 1he age of 18. She served as 
president of the King Center in physical therapist in the U.S. Anny 
Atlanta, said: "America n~ds Dr. before earning her medical degree, 
Elders, and we can't afford to let a and a Masters Degree in 
politically motivated attempt to biochemistry from the Universily of 
distort her views (to) deny our Arkansas School of Medicine. She 
country of the services of this then trained in pediatrics at the 
outstanding leader in health care. I University of Minnesota Hospital 
think she is one of the finest medical and became chief pediatric residenl at 
care administrators in the country." the 'Jniversity Hospital in 1961. 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, As a professor of pediatrics at 
president of the National Rainbow the University of Arkansas Medical 
Coalition, said Dt Elders would School and a researcher into the 
bring some unique assets to the causes and treatment of honnone­
office of U.S. Surgeon General. related illnesses, Dr. Elders has 
"She has a demonstrated record of authored more than 150 articles for 
public service, a long-term personal medical research publications. As 
and working relationship and the the Director of the Arkansas 
trust of the president. The nation Department of Health since 1987, 
needs and deserves her leadenmip." Dr. Elders has received numerous 

Robert W. Bogle, president of national awards for her outstanding 
the National Newspaper Publishers work and leadership in heallh care. 
Association, said, "The goal of As one NAACP official put it. 
President Clinton to have an "This country needs a Surgeon 
inclusive society is a concept that General who is not afraid to speak 
we black editors and publishers candidly about the difficult health 
embrace and endorse. Based on w~t care problems facing the nation. Dr . 
we know about Dr. Elders, we think Elders will be ,such a Surgeon 
she is qualified and ~~eneral." 
make a nt Surgeon General. • 
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Clin~~cks surgeon general pick -

'~ 
President Clinton escorts · · · 

. Elders to Afr FC?J:Ce One at =n/~!!!1 nominee M. Joycelyn. 
:J:°Lllu 2 3, \.'7<;_ <. _ .... ~Ar~., airport. 



: iriton Mobilizes Force~ 

·-Wllmln 
All Out Fight On 

~Ciers Nomination 
gton Journal, WIJmJn 

--- gton, North Carolina Tb 
' Ursday, July 22, 1993 

By OFIELD DUKES 

Washington, D.C. •• After the shock and uauma of the derailed Lani 
'Juinier nomination, the Clinton administration has fully mobilized in sup­
i><>n of Dr. Joycelyn Elders as America's first African American Surgeon 
General. 

Battle lines have been drawn between a broad cross-section of sup­
poners of Dr. Elders and a coalition of ulua-conservative, Christian funda­
mentalist and anti-abortion groups. A highly lauded pediatrician and na­
tionally respected public health advocate, Dr. Elders has become a main 
target of the right-wing conservative movement because of her progres­
sive views.on health care. 

According to C. Delores Tucker, president of the National Political 
Congress of Black Women, these are the same "mean-spirited people" 
who malii;iously distorted the writings of Hillary Clinton and viciously at­
tacked and tried to discredit her at the 1992 Republican National Conven­
tion in Houston. Tucker said, "These tactics didn't work then and they 
won't work against Dr. Elders." 

President Bill Clinton has indicated that he stands finnly behind the 
Elders nomination and is prepared to go the full distance to gain Senate 
confinnation. Several days before the opening confirmation hearing, 

cheduled for Friday, July ~~before the Senate Committee on Labor and 
esources, more than 120 organizations had pledged their support 

-lders' nomination and confirmation. Most of these organizations 
lf ominantly white and include the American Medical Association, 
American Jewish Congress, National Education Association, American 
2ollege of Physicians, and the American Public Health Association. 

African American leaders and organizations have described Dr. Elders' 
.;onfirmation as "urgent" and "a must." All agree that she is eminently 
qualified for the posL 

At the NAACP convention, Rep. Kweisi Mfume (D-MD) announced 
that the Congressional Black Caucus and NAACP were working with the 
Clinton administration in solid suppon of the Elders nomination. 

Dr. Richard 0. Butcher, president of the National Medical Association, 
which represents the 15,000 black physicians, said "Dr. Elders' detennina­
tion and persuasive powers are two essential leadership skills needed to 
help prevent the rampant spread of disease." 

Mrs. Coretta Scott King, president of the King Center in Atlanta, said: 
"America needs Dr. Elders, and we can't afford to let a politically 
motivated attempt to distort her views (to) deny our country of the ser­
vices of this outstanding leader in health care. I think she is one of the 
finest medical care administrators in the country." 

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, president of the National Rainbow Coalition, 
said Dr. Elders would bring some unique assets to the office of U.S. 
Surgeon General. "She has a demonstrated record of public service, a 
long-term personal and working relationship and the trust of the president 
The nation needs and deserves her leadership." 

Robert W. Bogle, president of the National Newspaper Publishers Asso­
ciation, said, "The goal of President Clinton to have an inclusive society is 

cept that we black editors and publishers embrace and endorse. 
on what we know about Dr. Elders, we think she is highly qualified 
uld make an excellent Surgeon General. For this reason, we strong­

ly uppon her nomination." 
Officials of NAACP, NAACP Legal Defense Fund, Operation PUSH, -

National Urban League, National Urban Coalition, National Council of 
Negro Women, National Black Nurses Association, and National Pan Hel­
lenic Council urged their members to write members of the Senate in sup­
port of Dr. Elders' confirmation. 

Dr. Elders graduated from Philander Smith College in Little Rock at the 



Today's debate is on JOYCELYN ELDERS 
and whether she should be confirmed as surgeon general. 

1 Joycelyn Elders: Meeting 
health issues head-on 

· .. lders wants adults Elders wants to battle another scourge ·f} 11 \ :·1· I' 1 ", ] ' ' -~. • ' ; • schools and others - teen pregnancy .. -1.nd so she should. 
Her abilities outweigh minor concerns 

to realize what teen pregnancy about her finances and handling of an 
really means. Arkansas condom program. 

Too hlunt. Too outspoken. Too radi- The nation needs some straight talk 
i cal. about teen sex. Look at the numbers: 

Such are the complaints against Presi- ..,. 48% of high school girls and 61 % of 
'. dent Clinton·s nominee for surgeon gen- boys are sexually active. 
, era!. Dr. \L Joycelyn Elders. whose ._ 335.000 teens become unwed 
. nomination will be voted on today by mothers annually. 
· the Senafe Labor Committee. ._ 2.5 million cases of sexually trans­
, Her critics don"t like the Arkansas pe- mitted diseases among adolescents are 

I 
diatrician and medical scholar·s abor- reported each year. 

1 tion-rights stance. nor her advocacy of Elders wants adults. schools and oth­
/ sex education. nor her support for con- ers to recognize those realities and what 
, dom distribution - with parental con- teen pregnancy means - more poverty, 
i sent- in schools. !vfost ofall. they don"t more crime, billions in costs to taxpay-
i like her willingness to speak her mind. ers and more abortion and disease. 
1 Such carping isn"t new. Indeed, it may "I am not about abortions," Elders 
1 only be an echo rumbling on Capitol- says. ''I'm about preventing pregnancy. 

Hill from hearings for another nominee Which would in turn prevent abortions. 
for surgeon general a dozen years ago - "All I want is every child born in 
Dr. C. Everett Koop. · America to be a planned, wanted child." 

Koop"s liberal critics labeled him "Dr. The USA needs a surgeon general 
Kook .. for his anti-abortion beliefs. For- who won't leave people in ignorance but 
tunately. he was confirmed anyway and will wake them up to the facts. 
went on to crusade loudly against smok- Everett Koop was one. 

' ing for its links to cancer and to promote Joycelyn Elders could and should be 
: safe sex to curb the spread of AIDS. another. 

: Reject Elders nomination 
· :·<Tr f i':ti'i'M'' !.~~~!.'::.d•-
treme and intolerant to be sur­
geon general. 

WARNING: Making Joycelyn Elders 
surgeon general would be ha7.ardous to 
the USA's health. 

Elders has radical 
views on many public 
health issues, broke 
federal banking laws 
and concealed the fact 
that her health clinics 
passed out defective 
condoms. 

Vv"nen asked about By Sen. Don 
prostitutes who give Nickles, R-Okla. 
birth to "crack ba-
bies," she said, "I would hope that we 
would provide them Norplant so they 
could still use sex if they must to buy 
their drugs." Drug abuse and prostitu­
tion are illegal; they also spread AIDS. 

She has testified that abortion has 
"positive public health effects," includ­
ing reducing the number of children 
born with Down syndrome. What does 
that say to the thousands of able, con-

tributing adults with Down syndrome 
today - they shouldn't have been born? 

She labeled people who disagree with 
her on abortion as "'non-Christian with 
slave-master mentalities" who should 
"get over their love affiUr with the fetus." 
Her statements indicate a radical agenda 
and total intolerance for those who dis­
agree. 

Federal authorities reprimanded El­
ders for violating the same banking laws 
Neil Bush broke. Her husband paid 
$15,300 in penalties and back taxes for a 
nurse who cared for her mother-in-law 
- illegal activity that sank Zoe Baird 
She said paying the taxes wasn't her re­
sponsibility, yet admits she sometimes 
signed the nurse's paychecks. 

Her decision not to notify· people -
including schoolchildren - that they'd 
been given faulty condoms by her health 
department is reprehensible. We may 
never know how many teen-agers got 
pregnant or how many people got AIDS 
because the condoms Elders' clinics 
gave them failed. 

Divisive, extreme and intolerant, Dr. 
Elders should not be confirmed as sur­
geon general. 

· ... ! 
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~Governor Dissatisfied with Elders' Dual Work 
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ITTLE ROCK, Ark. (AP) To the chagrin of the Arkansas governor, President 
Clinton's nominee for surgeon general, Dr. Joycelyn Elders, is being paid as 
a federal consultant while still collecting her salary as state health 
director. 

''I didn't know about this, didn't approve of this and wouldn't have 
approved of this,'' Gov. Jim Guy Tucker said Wednesday through spokesman Max 
Parker. 

State officials said there apparently was no prohibition to bar Elders 
from serving during her vacation as a federal consultant to Health and Human 
Services Secretary Donna Shalala. A spokesman for the U.S. Public Health 
Service said it was not unusual for presidential nominees to receive 
government consulting fees while awaiting confirmation. 

''They come on board in consulting positions to, in effect, learn the job, 
get acquainted with the offices, catch up on the issues and be of help to the 
agencies that they'll eventually be operating with,'' spokesman Bill Grigg 
said in Washington. 

Meanwhile, a Republican senator said today that Elders' confirmation could 
be jeopardized by her strong positions on abortion and birth control. 

She ''characterized people opposed to abortion as non-Christians with 
slavemaster mentalities, II Sen. Don Nickles, R-Okla. said on ABC. ''I've 
heard a lot of people on the pro-choice side of the issue but I've never 
heard such a radical statement.'' ' 

He said Elders would likely be confirmed by the Senate Labor Committee, 
''I think her nomination is in jeopardy before the full Senate.'' 
nfirmation hearings begin Friday. 

halala, speaking on the same broadcast, re-affirmed the administration's 
support for Elders. 

''Her style is straightforward and very American,'' Shalala said. ''We 
like plainspoken, outspoken people in this country, particularly on health 
issues.'' 

In an unrelated matter, Elders' husband said Wednesday night that he did 
not pay Social Security or income taxes for a nurse he hired to care for his 
97-year-old mother. Oliver Elders said his wife was not responsible for 
handling his mother's affairs and that he hoped his error would not provide 
fuel for critics' efforts to derail her nomination. 

''I should have paid them, I didn't pay them and (I'm) going to,'' Elders 
said. ''But my wife had nothing to do with that, and if they construe it any 
other way, that would be wrong.'' 

The nurse, Audrey Faye Ruffin was employed by Leona Elders who is 
suffering from Alzheimer's disease, said HHS spokeswoman Avis Lavelle. 

''If there is any problem, it is the senior Mrs. Elders' problem,'' Ms. 
LaVelle said. ''Dr. Elders made very clear that Audrey Ruffin was never an 
employee of hers.'' 

Payment of taxes for household employees arose as an issue for Clinton 
appointees in January when Zoe Baird withdrew her nomination to serve as U.S. 
attorney general. 

Elders is being paid $42,119 for three months on an extension of her job 
as Arkansas health director, a post she has held since 1987. She earned 

-,371'•in that post last year. As a consultant to Shalala, she is being 
$550 per day, plus $135 a day for expenses, according to HHS spokesman 

pbell Gardett. · · · 
HHS spokesman Victor Zonana said Elders began working_ two days a week as 

an adviser to Shalala on April 18. The job turned full-time July 5, he said. 
During her absence, Elders keeps up with state health matters, deputy 

state health director Tom Butler said. ''I can still get a hold of her and do 

() 



business with her,'' he said. ''Dr. Elders is always on top of things. She is 
~ery accessible through the Health Department.'' 

Elders did not return several phone calls seeking comment. 



-BC-SURGEON national editors 
~Hearing on Elders expected to turn on condoms for teen-agers 

(HAS TRIMS) 
Elizabeth Neuff er 

ston Globe 
SHINGTON The fate of a key Clinton nominee could rest on a choice as 

explosive as this: Should the U.S. surgeon general battle teen-age pregnancy 
by urging schools to distribute condoms or by preaching abstinence instead? 

As Senate lawmakers prepare for Friday's hearings on the nomination of Dr. 
M. Joycelyn Elders, President Clinton's choice for the highly visible office, 
they are bracing for a congressional version of the sort of debate that has 
riven families and school districts across the nation. 

Although conservatives appear unlikely to defeat the nomination, they 
argue that a doctor who stridently supports giving Norplant birth control 
implants to prostitutes and condoms to students is too radical for the post. 
Some critics have dubbed her the ''condom queen.'' 

But many in the American medical community and in the liberal camp argue 
that Elders is the perfect 1990s surgeon general. They argue that, as head of 
the Arkansas Department of Health, Elders was a pioneer in advocating 
no-nonsense family planning combined with abstinence to deter teen-age 
pregnancy. 

''Elders has taken radical positions in favor of abortion, in favor of 
condom distribution,'' said Sen. Don Nickles, Republican of Oklahoma, the 
only senator so far to oppose Elders publicly. ''She is 
a radical candidate with radical views.'' 

''Her leadership has been recognized by organizations from the PTA to the 
AMA, which are not radical,'' countered Sen. Edward M. Kennedy, Democrat of 
Massachusetts. ''Those organizations concerned about health, education, women 

minorities have all joined together in support of Dr. Elders, as do I.'' 
st 80 national groups declared their support for her this week. 
e two sides will square off before the Senate Committee on Labor and 

Human Resources, which Kennedy chairs. 
Although each side has accused the other of mudslinging, just how damaging 

the Senate debate on Elders could be for the administration remains to be 
seen. Unlike the nomination of lawyer Lani Guinier to the Justice Department 
which Clinton withdrew after conservatives assailed her position on voting 
rights the White House has prepared for an attack and is firmly behind the 
nominee. 

''There has been an all-out rounding up of the troops,'' said a White 
House source. ''This is someone the president has worked with and believes 
in. I I 

Conservatives admit they probably lack the votes to block Elders. 
The usually outspoken Elders has been generally silent in this case as the 

controversy over her nomination has escalated. But her previous comments have 
raised many eyebrows. 

In an interview-A.ired Tuesday on NBC, Elders, who supports a woman's right 
to abortion' sa"id ant1;;.·aoorfio:h activists ''love little babies as long as 
they are in somebody else's uterus.'' 

She vowed in the same interview to make the abortion pill RU 486 
''available in this country.'' She has told reporters she endorses the 
medical use of marijuana to relieve symptoms produced by major illnesses 
such as cancer and AIDS. 

Supporters say the 59-year-old pediatrician, the eldest of eight children 
n Arkansas sharecropping family, has always confronted obstacles. She 
bbed floors to get through college, and was the first black female 

dent at the University of Arkansas School of .Medicine. · 
(EDITORS: NEXT 3 GRAFS OPTIONAL TRIM).. . 
Nor is controversy a stranger to the surgeon general'S·post. Debate over 

the nomination of C. Everett Koop, who was President Reagan's choice for 
surgeon general, dragged on for seven months over many similar issues. 



Although the surgeon general's job carries no policymaking authority, the 
post is often used as a moral bully pulpit, a position from which the 
administration and the officeholder can set health priorities and guide 

'al values. For example, Koop during his tenure became a figure of 
onal stature. 

onservatives are also expected to attack the administration's desire for 
Elders to have broader responsibilities than previous incumbents. Donna 
Shalala, secretary of health and human services, has asked that Elders have 
''a beefed-up role'' in the department, overseeing issues of minority and 
women's health and promoting health matters, according to a department 
spokesman. 

(END OPTIONAL TRIM) 
Privately, some moderate Republicans say they are more concerned about 

Elders' loose tongue than her views on family planning. ''Our concern is that 
she barges into situations and is very controversial and divisive, ' ' said a 
Senate Republican staff member. 

Her stance on contraception and sex education has led to the most heated 
debate. She believes schools should have clinics and provide birth-control 
services if communities and parents will support them. 

(EDITORS: STORY CAN TRIM HERE) 
''Our opposition is really channeled on this core question: What is it 

should we be teaching children in a free society about love and sex?'' said 
Gary Bauer, head of the Family Research Council. ''We think her position on 
that question is a prescription for tragedy.'' 

Supporters say conservatives take Elders' statements out of context and 
interpret her positions too narrowly. While Elders does support distributing 
contraceptives in schools, she also favors abstinence. 

''Abstinence is always the first thing she talks about,'' said Arthur J. 
p, president of People for the American Way, a liberal advocacy group. 
ile Elders supports local condom distribution, she does not advocate a 

eral distribution program for teen-agers, as some critics have charged. 
Supporters point to her record in Arkansas, where only four of the many 

school-based clinics distribute condoms all do so because local communities 
voted in favor of the concept. 

''She has always said that parental consent is necessary and that a family 
planning program has to be with support of local community,'' Kennedy said. 

But conservatives suggest Elders' philosophy is riddled with disrespect 
for parental authority. 

''She has declared that we've taught teen-agers what to do in the front 
seat now it's time to teach them what to do in the back seat,'' said Carrie 
Harrison, of Concerned Women for America. ''Has this appointee never thought 
to teach teen-agers to stay in the front seat and to keep their seatbelts 
on?'' 

Elders' supporters say that of course she has, but opponents warily 
maintain their doubts. 



-Be ·ELDERS national editors:WA 
~surgeon general nominee supports sex ed from kindergarten on 

(HAS TRIMS) 
~ Mary Otto 

ight-Ridder Newspapers 
ASHINGTON Dr. Joycelyn Elders, Clinton's nominee for surgeon general, 

this week proudly wore the token of her fiery battle to change public policy 
on sex a lapel pin emblazoned with a tiny lightning bolt. 

''I still don't mind being the lightning rod,'' Elders told colleagues who 
gave her the tribute at a recent gathering here on unplanned pregnancies. 
''But I've got to know the thunder is behind me.'' 

While other nominees have been disqualified by their controversial pasts, 
the Clinton administration promises to stand behind Elders as she heads for a 
Senate confirmation hearing, scheduled for Friday, that is a critical step on 
the way to becoming the nation's top doctor. 

Because of her sharp tongue and strong views, however, the passage for 
Elders, 59, may be stormy. 

In her six years as public health director in Arkansas, she has overseen 
the expansion of school sex education and family planning programs. She has 
spoken out for abortion rights and the need for publicly funded family 
planning for poor women. While her supporters view her work as enlightened, 
she has infuriated conservative, ''pro-family'' groups. 

''Dr. Elders' bloodstained d ideas must not touch our nation's children,'' 
said Andrea Sheldon, of the Traditional Values Coalition. 

The surgeon general serves as health adviser to the nation. But members of 
conservative groups don't want Elders' advice, or her policies, which they 
view as radical. 

She has said repeatedly that she supports teaching sexual abstinence to 
ol children and that she wishes abortion were unnecessary. But at the 
time, she believes public programs should do more to address the 

plexities of sexual life. 
Elders' views on subjects such as early childhood sex education and 

promotion of condom use have been compared to those of the Reagan-appointed 
Surgeon General C. Everett Koop. But her style is less conciliatory. 

In words that seem to invite rage, Elders dismisses her conservative 
critics, especially those who oppose abortion rights. 

(EDITORS: NEXT 6 GRAFS OPTIONAL TRIM) 
''They are the same people who fight health education, contraception and 

school-based clinics,'' she said in a recent appearance. ''They love little 
babies as long as they are in someone else's uterus.'' 

Elders' detractors are turning statements like that into their own 
rallying cries. 

For example, a 1992 Elders' comment comparing the need for sex education 
to the need for driver's education has been widely circulated by the 
Concerned Women for America. 

''We taught them what to do in the front seat,'' Elders was reported as 
saying in an Arkansas paper. ''Now it's time to teach them what to do in the 
back seat.'' 

''Has this appointee never thought to teach teen-agers to stay in the 
front seat with their seatbelts on?'' asked concerned Women spokeswoman Janet 
Parshall. 

Taken out of context, some of Elders' statements are inflammatory. In the 
example above, however, the article shows she was using the automobile 

ogy to illustrate the urgency of AIDS education, not the need for 
dren to learn how to have sex. 

END OPTIONAL TRIM) .. 
In an effort to show she is not qualif ie~ for the surgeon general post, 

detractors cite the climbing teen pregnancy and syphilis· rates in Arkansas. 
Supporters say these increases are tied to larger national trends. They say 
under Elders leadership, Arkansas has fared better than some other states. 



If selected, Elders would be coming to off ice at a time when teen-age 
pregnancy rates in the United States are higher than in any other 
industrialized nation in the world. The process of sex education must start 

lier, Elders says. High school is too late to begin to discuss sex with 
g people. 

'TV has been teaching them since they were 3, 11 she said recently. ''Too 
little, too late! A child is half as tall as he's going to be at 3. They know 
half of all they'll know at 4. Hope, will and drive are determined by 5. '' 

Her critics are furious about the kindergarten through 12th-grade health 
education program now mandated in Arkansas because of Elders. Her supporters 
stress that the program also encompasses hygiene, substance abuse and 
self-esteem. 

Her school-based clinics and ''radical'' ideas actually encourage sex, say 
conservatives. But ''if these ideas are radical, so is the majority of 
Americans, 11 said the civil liberties group People for the American Way, 
which backs Elders. The group cited a 1992 Gallup poll finding that 68 
percent of American adults support condom distribution in schools. 

Elders, who grew up poor and black in rural Arkansas, whose brothers and 
sisters picked cotton to help with her college expenses, says she knows the 
toll unwanted pregnancy takes on teen-agers. She has often likened it to 
''slavery. 1 ' 

''Eighty percent of poverty is related to unplanned, unwanted children,'' 
she has said. 

Elders attended medical school on the GI bill and rose to prominence 
within the medical world as a researcher in pediatric endocrinology. She was 
named Arkansas public health director by then-Gov. Bill Clinton. 

(EDITORS: STORY CAN TRIM HERE) 
When she first took public off ice, she announced that her crusade would be 

educe teen-age pregnancy through health education and school-based 
ics. 

hen someone asked her if she planned to distribute condoms to teen-agers 
in the schools. ''Well, we're not going to put them on their lunch plates,'' 
she responded. But her answer then, as it is now, was ''yes. 11 

She harked back to that story at the recent medical conference here, where 
she noticed that brightly wrapped condoms were a part of the centerpiece on 
each table. 

''You didn't put them on the plates, but at least you put them on the 
table!'' 

The crowd adored her that day. But Elders won't be preaching to the 
converted when she testifies before the Senate committee. 

conservatives promise to dog her with her past the same way they did Lani 
Guinier, President Clinton's failed nominee for the civil rights chief. 

In a radio broadcast this week, Ralph Reed Jr., a spokesman for Pat 
Robertson's Christian Coalition pledged, ''If Lani Guinier was known as the 
quota queen, Joycelyn Elders will be known as the condom queen.' 1 



-sc~REMARKS-w ELDERS national editors:WA 
:Joycelyn Elders on abstinence, Medicaid, babies 

Knight-Ridder Newspapers 
ASHINGTON Some remarks by surgeon general nominee Joycelyn Elders, as 
iled by the Family Research Council, which opposes her nomination. 

'You've been teaching abstinence for a hundred years. I've still got a 
problem. I've still got thousands of teen-agers having babies every year.'' 

New York Times Magazine, Oct. 15, 1992. 
''We pay for pregnancy, but we won't pay for contraception. That doesn't 

make sense.'' 
Raleigh News and Observer, March 6, 1993. 
''If Medicaid does not pay for abortions, does not pay for family 

planning, but pays for prenatal care and delivery, that's saying: 'I'll pay 
for you to have another good, healthy slave, but I won't pay for you to use 
your brain and make choices for yourself.' It's a way to keep people poor, 
ignorant and enslaved. If you are poor and ignorant, you are a slave.'' 

American Medical News, Jan. 11, 1993. 
''Most of our society believes that a baby is God's just punishment for 

fornication. 1 1 

American Medical News, Jan. 11, 1993. 
''If I could ensure that every child is a planned wanted child, I could 

cut poverty in half. 1 1 

American Medical News, Jan. 11, 1993. 
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ABC ''GOOD MORNING AMERICA'' INTERVIEW WITH: 
ENATOR DON NICKLES, R-OK 

HURSDAY, JULY 15, 1993 

.STX 

JOAN LUNDEN: President Clinton's choice for Surgeon General, Dr. Joycelyn 
Elders, has a reputation for shooting straight from the hip. 

(Begin videotaped segment)) 

MS. ELDERS: I am obviously pro-choice. Insofar as laws and rules are 
concerned, I think the governor has expressed what those rules are. I've said 
many, many times, and I'll say one more time, that I feel that if we would 
prevent unplanned, unwanted pregnancies, there would never be a need for an 
abortion. 

(End videotaped segment)) 

MS. LUNDEN: But she has her critics, and tomorrow's Senate confirmation 
hearing may prove to be more controversial than first anticipated. We'll find 
out how strong the administration's support is for Dr. Elders from Donna 
Shalala, Secretary of Health and Human Services, but first, a voice from the 
opposition -- Oklahoma Senator Don Nickles, who's joining us from the Senate 
Gallery in Washington. 

nator Nickles, good morning. 

SEN. NICKLES: Good morning, Joan. 

MS. LUNDEN: You have already declared that you will vote against Dr. 
Elders. Do you want to tell us why you oppose her nomination? 

SEN. NICKLES: Well, primarily because Dr. Elders has made 
a lot of statements that really are on the radical or on the extreme position 
on abortion, on distribution of contraceptives, on a lot of issues that 
really seem almost counter to public health. 

For example, she made a statement dealing with -- talking about crack 
babies. She said, ''Well, we need to give prostitutes Norplant so they can 
continue to have sex to pay for their drugs,'' despite the fact that 
prostitution's illegal, drug use is illegal, in most cases. They're also very 
unhealthy, and so I'm very concerned about her nomination as Surgeon General. 

You ran a piece on abortion. She's also said that abortion has a positive 
public health effect. That's bad news. That's bad news when we've had a 
letter now from the head of the Down Syndrome organization saying, ''We're 
concerned about that,'' because she cited that in congressional testimony, 
said abortion has reduced the number of Down Syndrome inf ants in Washington 
state. 

TX 
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Does this mean that we're going to have more and more abortions for any 



child or any unborn child that might have some type of birth defect? 

reservations about Dr. Elders, primarily because of her 
the statements that she's made I think are just really on 

on positions such as abortion and distribution of 

So I have serious 
tements. Many of 

extreme edge of 
th-control devices. 

MS. LUNDEN: So it's more the message, not the combative style? 

SEN. NICKLES: Well, not so much the style. It's her message, it's her 
position. She testified before Congress talking about many things on the 
pro-abortion side, even made recent statements that said the people 
characterized people who were opposed to abortion as, quote, ''non­
Christians with slavemaster mentalities.'' That -- I've heard a lot of 
people, you know, that are on the, quote, ''pro-choice'' side of the issue, 
but I've never heard such a radical statement as people who are opposed to 
abortion should be characterized as non-Christians with slavemaster 
mentalities. 

MS. LUNDEN: How many senators do you think will join you in your 
opposition? 

SEN. NICKLES: Well, my guess is Dr. Elders will be confirmed by the Labor 
Committee -- that's no big surprise -- but I think she has trouble mainly 
because of her statements, her positions on issues. I think her nomination is 
in jeopardy before the full Senate. 

MS. LUNDEN: All right. Thank you very much . 

. ETX 
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MIDWEST FLOODING -- Vice President Gore appeared on the mornina 
shows today to discuss the Administration's response to the 
flooding. In Missouri. the Vice President said. "the response is 
being done with overview and coordination at the White House and 
it will be well done." (ABC) and that "We're going to respond to 
you better than it's ever been done before." CWP) "When pressed 
for details, he said only that the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency would lead a 'strong, effective, coordinated response' 
with state and local emergency management agencies." (WP) FEMA 
has already opened more than a dozen centers in Minnesota, 
Wisconsin, Iowa, Illinois, and Missouri to process loan forms and 
distribute aid to victims. (USA Today) A Washington Times 
headline says, "FEMA getting job done." Sen. Bond's CR-Mo.) 
spokesperson said. "To date, FEMA's done a wonderful job." CWT) 

In Des Moines, the Raccoon and Des Moines rivers began to 
recede. (WP) Iowa Governor Branstad asked that the entire state 
be declared a federal disaster area. (NYT Al) Overall damage is 
at $5 billion and more than 100 levees have failed on the 
Mississippi, Missouri and other rivers. (USA Today) 

The first three stories on all three evening network 
newscast were on the flooding; the Vice President's visit was the 
third story on each network. 

Republican.consultant Doug Bailey said, "The picture of a 
president vacationing in Hawaii is simply not understood." (USA 
Today) In the election, the President won every state bordering 
the Mississippi except Mississippi. (USA Today) The President is 
expected to visit the region on his way home Wednesday, unless 
the White House concludes that the demands of a presidential 
visit would hurt local efforts. (USA Today) 

A Washington Post editorial says, "The Clinton 
administration, in its first such test, is trying to minimize 
[aid problems] this time around. We hope it does, and not for 
political reasons. The rains and rivers have done enormous 
damage; the affected communities need help." 

ECONOMIC PLAN -- USA Today says, "Congress faces a critical 
four-week agenda beginning today that could make or break the 
Clinton presidency." The Wall Street Journal says pressure is 



growing to limit greatly the energy tax in the deficit-reduction 
bill. Tomorrow, some House liberal and conservative Democrats 
will press for a caucus of all House Democrats to drop any energy 
tax and instead raise all the needed revenue from businesses and 
top-income individuals. (WSJ) The group is led by Reps. Obey 
(Wis.), and English (OK). (WSJ) The House GOP leadership plans 
to meet today to consider offering a motion to instruct House 
negotiators to remove any energy taxes. (WSJ) 

An aide to the House Democratic leadership said that "It's 
highly likely" that the conferees will add money for the 
empowerment zones and the earned income tax credit for the 
working poor, but added that House and Senate leaders have yet to 
agree on an amount. (WP) 

Administration officials said the President will unveil a 
scaled back $382 million loan program for inner cities and rural 
areas this week. probably on Thursday. CWT) 

The Wall Street Journal compares and contrasts Rep. 
Rostenkowski and Sen. Moynihan. 

A new USA Today/CNN/Gallup poll indicates that 34% approve 
of the President's economic efforts. His overall job approval 
rating is 45%. (USA Today Al) 

IMMIGRATION -- Administration sources said U.S. and Mexican 
diplomats were putting the "finishing touches" on a compromise 
agreement on the 659 Chinese refugees in ships off the California 
coast. CWP) However the New York Times says that a senior 
Mexican Foreign Ministry official told the U.S. "with unusual 
sharpness" that the fate of the Chinese is up to the U.S. and 
that Mexico's rejection of a request by the U.S. for assistance 
still stands. The Mexican official asked, "Why would we do this 
as a favor to the United States when our own people are victims 
of the same policy?" (NYT) 

Under the proposed accord, U.S. officials would obtain 
biographical information about the migrants and make arrangements 
for the swift return to China of those not deemed eligible for 
asylum in the U.S. (WP) In return, Mexico would accept the 
migrants on their territory for return to China and seek U.N. 
assistance in determining their status under international law. 
(WP) A senior Mexican Foreign Ministry official said that Mexico 
adamantly insists that the U.S. accept responsibility for the 
boats without shunting the problem onto Mexico. (WP) 

An Administration official said an announcement could be 
made as early as today. (WP) 

HEALTH CARE The Washington Post's health section features a 
description of the Administration's health care reform plan and 
lists the "key questions Clinton will confront as he makes the 
final decision on his plan." 

The Wall Street Journal reports that Pittsburgh area 
hospitals are "taking in their help-wanted signs and laying off 
workers. With bigger cuts looming because of high costs, 
overcapacity and fear of the Clinton administration's emerging 
health plan, the local economy is beginning to feel a chill." 
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G-7 SUMMIT -- "President Clinton is fast learning a lesson 
President Bush learned the hard way: When the economic news is 
bad at home foreign policy success has limited political value, 
at best." (USA Today) 

A new USA Today/CNN/Gallup poll indicates that the 
President's approval rating on trade issues rose to 43% from 37%. 
The President's rating on foreign affairs is 49%. (USA Today Al) 

Japan plans to formally warn the U.S. that it may withdraw 
from negotiations over specific trade issues if the U.S. moves to 
impose trade sanctions on Japan as part of those discussions. 
(WSJ) 

GAYS IN THE MILITARY -- A new USA Today/CNN/Gallup poll 
indicates that 48% support a "don't ask, don't tell" compromise 
to lift the ban; 49% oppose. Forty-nine percent disagree with 
the phrase, "Homosexuality is incompatible with military 
service;" 48% agree. (USA Today) 

The Washington Times says the President and Secretary Aspin 
discussed the issue this weekend and that a decision is likely 
this week. "There have been increasing signals the strategy will 
not require homosexuals to keep their secret," but no officials 
would "deny the president will go further than the unanimous 
recommendation from the six-member Joint Chiefs of Staff for the 
'don't ask, don't tell' policy." (WT Al) 

NAACP Director Ben Chavis said a North Carolina chapter's 
challenge to the NAACP's move to back the Administration's 
opposition to the ban on gays in the military will be rejected. 
(WP) 

A USA Today editorial says, "Conscience should carry the 
day. If it does, Clinton will refuse to accept any of the so­
called 'compromises' now collecting supporters in the Pentagon 
and Congress .... Clinton should lift the military ban on gays on 
his own." The counter-editorial is by Sen. Coats (R-Ind.). 

APPOINTMENTS -- Rep. Mfume (D-Md.), told reporters that the 
Black Congressional Caucus and the NAACP are so firmly together 
behind the Elders nomination that "there is not even a crack of 
daylight" between the two organizations. (WP) "The remark was 
meant to indicate that both groups would look with strong 
disfavor if Clinton fails to put the full weight of the White 
House behind Elders." (WP) In his speech to the NAACP. the Vice 
President omitted a reference in the advance text of the speech 
to Jocelyn Elders' confirmation. (WP) NAACP spokesperson Rojas 
said it was not clear if the Vice President's failure to mention 
Dr. Elders indicated a withdrawal of the Administration's 
support. CWT) 

A New York Times editorial strongly defends Dr. Elders, 
saying America "is, in brief, a country that needs a First Doctor 
who can speak with the clarity and integrity of Dr. Elders." 

The Washington Post runs an interview with Secretary 
Cisneros today. 

NAFTA -- U.S. Trade Representative Kantor said the U.S. will not 
back down from a proposal that would include the use in trade 



• 
sanctions to enforce NAFTA environmental provisions. {WSJ) He 
said yesterday's Wall Street Journal story was "inaccurate." 
(WSJ) "The Clinton administration ... realizes that Congress 
would be far more likely to vote against the trade accord if the 
U.S. gives up its sanction threat." (WSJ) 

SOMALIA -- In Mogadishu, U.S. helicopters attacked one of 
warlord Aidid's strongholds. (WP) A U.N. spokesperson said that 
13 Somali militiamen were known to have been killed, and a 
spokesperson for Aidid said that 70 Somalis had been killed. (WP) 
A U.N. spokesperson said damage was confined to the compound. 
(AP/NY Al) U.S. Admiral Howe said, "We have good evidence that 
[Aidid] shot his own people from behind to swell numbers" for the 
press. (USA Today Al) In response to the attack, Somali crowds 
in Mogadishu shot, beat, and stoned to death three news 
photographers in the first violence directed against foreign 
journalists in Somalia. (WP) 

Italy asked for a halt to U.N. military action in Somalia to 
bring a calmer atmosphere to the negotiations to reconcile Somali 
factions and disarm their militias. CAP) 

The Somali "raid" led the Los Angeles Times. 

BOSNIA -- One-hundred-and-fifty American infantry troops landed 
in Macedonia yesterday. (WP) The New York Times reports that 200 
U.S. soldiers arrived in Macedonia yesterday, bringing the total 
to 300. Lt. Col. Holton said, "This is the first time the United 
States of America has deployed a combat unit under the U.N. blue 
hat of peace-keeping operations." (WP) 

A classified State Department report says the partitioning 
of Bosnia into three ethnic areas could require the resettlement 
of 1.5 million to 2.5 million people. CNYTl The report was based 
on a map drawn by Serbian President Milosevic; senior State 
Department officials said that the Milosevic map, which 
international mediators are using as a basis for negotiation, is 
not inevitable. (NYT) 

In Sarajevo, the leaders of Bosnia's Serb and Muslim 
factions signed an agreement to restore water, gas, and 
electricity to the besieged city. (WP) If the plan is carried 
out, it would clear the way for Muslim participation in the 
Geneva peace talks later this week. (WP) Twelve people in 
Sarajevo were killed by mortar shells when Serb forces fired on a 
crowd lined up for water. (USA Today) 

A Wall Street Journal front-page feature on trials for war 
crimes in Bosnia says, "In the end, the tribunal may be forced to 
settle for an El Salvador-style 'truth commission,' naming names 
and detailing crimes but with no legal sanctions." 

IRAQ -- "Postponing the use of force, the Clinton Administration 
and its main Gulf War allies turned again to diplomacy •... " (NYT 
Al) The U.N. Security Council decided to send the U.N. weapons 
commission chairman to Baghdad to try to resolve the missile 
dispute by diplomacy rather than force. (WP) The U.N. weapons 
commission withdrew an invitation to Iraq to participate in high-
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level talks among technical experts as part of a general review 
of Iraq's compliance with Security Council resolutions. (WP) 

A Washington Post editorial says, "The U.N. cannot leave 
Iraq under any doubt that, if it is prevented from guaranteeing 
the region's safety through peaceful arms inspections, it will 
necessarily have to resort to force." 

A New York Times editorial says, "Clearly, the U.N. cannot 
afford to have Iraq trifle with its resolutions or erode its 
authority," and that the U.N. diplomatic mission to Baghdad "was 
a healthy sign that Washington and its allies are thinking about 
how to avoid getting caught in this mug's game again." 

RUSSIA Anonvmous Pentagon sources told the Washington Times 
that U.S. Special Forces personnel were sent to the former Soviet 
republic of Georgia in a covert operation to protect Georgian 
President Edouard Shevardnadze. (WT Al) 

VIETNAM A new USA Today/CNN/Gallup poll indicates that 48% 
support establishing relations with Vietnam and 42% oppose. (USA 
Today) 

NAACP CONVENTION -- In a speech to the NAACP convention in 
Indianapolis, the Vice President said the Administration would 
fight for anti-poverty proposals and appoint a "great assistant 
attorney general for civil rights." (WP) NAACP Chair William 
Gibson praised Rep. Mfume for standing up to the President when 
he "kicked us in our teeth" last month by abandoning Lani 
Guinier's nomination. (AP/NYT, WSJ) Rep. Mfume CD-Md.), said he 
was "heartened to hear the vice president talk about the programs 
as if they'd already" survived compromise negotiations. (USA 
Today) 

Anthony Hollis, president of the Shreveport, La. NAACP 
chapter, said, "There are those who would question (the 
President's] intestinal fortitude. The jury is still out." (WP) 

CAMPAIGN FINANCE -- A New York Times editorial criticizes the 
House Democratic leadership for not addressing franked mail in 
the campaign finance reform bill and praises the Senate for 
passing franking restrictions in its version of the bill, saying, 
"New franking restraints and campaign reform must go hand in 
hand." 



TO: 
FROM: 
DATE: 

OPL BRIEFING MEMORANDUM 

Alexis Herman 
Flo McMee 
July 12, 1993 

ORGANIZATION: Support Grou~ of Joycelyn Elders Nominatio 

DATE: 

WCATION: 

TIME: 

PURPOSE: 

Tuesday, July 13, 1993 

Indian Treaty Room 

8:30 am 
.. , 

To brief and hold reception for groups supporting the Joycelyn Elders 
nomination. 

Orange juice and donuts will be served before the briefing. 

PAR:fIC,IPANT~ Approximately 90 people are expected representing the various support 
·· , groups. See attached list of supporters. 

AGENDAt Welcome .......... Mack Mel.arty 
Importance of Surgeon General ....... Secretary Donna Shalala 
Remarks .......... Dr. Joycelyn Elders 
Closing Remarks .............. Alexis Herman 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Thanks for support. 

Describe what the White House has been doing in support of the 
nomination. 

At times, change is hard and difficult. Yet change is needed to 
improve the lives of our children, to guarantee better health 

opportunities for all Americans. 

Dr. Elders represents the type of individual who will bring the 
sort of positive change that is needed to the position of surgeon 
general. 

As we begin the nomination process, let us continue to work 
together to make sure that Dr. Elders joins our administration, 
to make sure that Dr. Elders ~part of the team that will make a 
difference in the lives of everyone throughout this country. 

' 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

July 12, 1993 

TO: 

FROM: 

RE: 

White House Senior Staff 

Alexis Herman 
Assistant to the President 
Off ice of Public Liaison 

Briefing on Surgeon General Nomination 

The White House will be sponsoring a briefing tomorrow 
morning at 8:30 am on the Surgeon General Nomination. 
Mack McLarty will welcome over ninety organizations 
gathered to meet Dr. Joycelyn Elders and hear Secretary 
Donna Shalala discuss the importance of the position of 
Surgeon General. The Briefing will be held in the 
Indian Treaty Room. 

On a related issue, the American Academy of Pediatrics 
is holding a news briefing at 10:00 am tomorrow morning 
on behalf of the Elders Nomination. Over 130 
organizations have announced their support of the 
Elders nomination. Of special note is the support of 
former Surgeon General Dr. C. Everette Koop. List is 
attached. 

The Senate Labor and Human Resources Committee will 
hold its nomination hearing on Friday, July 16 • 
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M. JOYCELYN ELDEl.S. M.D. 

Dr. M. Joycelyn Elders is a native of Schaal. Arkansas. a small COllllNnity 
located in the 1outhwe1t part of the State. The eldest of eight children, 1h1 
ha• had a di1tingui1hed career in medicine. Opon gradu.ation from college at 
a~e 18, she entered the o.s. Artll'J where 1he received traiuin.g a1 a phy1ical 
therapist. She attended the University of Arkan1a1 Medical School on the G.l. 
Bill. After graduating from UAHS in 1960, 1be worked a1 an intern at the 
University of Minnesota Hospital and as a pediatrician at the University of 
Arkansas Medical Center in Little lock, Arkan1a1. Upon completion of her 
pediatric residency at OAMS, she obtained a Matter of Science degree in 
biochemistry. In 1976, she joined the faculty at UAMS aa 1 profe11or of 
pediatrics. She received board certification a1 a pediatric endocrinologist 
in 1978. Based on ber 1tudie1 in arovt.h in children and the treatment of 
hormone-related illnes1e1, she ha1 vritteD over 150 article• for medical 
research publications. 

In December of 1992, then President-elect lill Clinton announced his intention 
to nominate Dr. Elders •• the next U.S. Surgeon General. Dr. Eldert currently 
serves as the Director of the Arkan••• Department of Bealth, having been 
appointed to that position in October of 1987 by Governor Clinton. She va1 
selected President of the Association of State and Territorial Health Officer• 
in Augu1t of 1992 after haviu& served on that organi&ation'1 !zecutive 
Committee for several years. She is a member of many health related 
organizations, boards and comnissions including the National Advisory 
Comnission on Rural Health, the Secretary's Advisory Committee for Infant 
Mortality. the Editorial Board fo: the Journal of Pediatrics, the Southern 
Regional E~~cation Boa:c. the E~do:rine S~:iety anc many mo:e . 

!r. additio:--.. she has established a:-. equally impressive civic record with board 
memberships a:-. .: 5trvice to the Little Rock Chamber of ComDerce. Northside 
YMCA. and Youth Homes, lnc. The list could go on. She has been recognized in 
100 Outstanding Women in Arkansas, Personalities of the South, Distinguished 
Women ir. America, Worthen Bank's Arkansas Profe11ion.al Women of Distinction 
Award, the Arkansas Democrat's Woman of the Year, t.ht Nation.al Governor'• 
Association uiatinguished Service Avard, AMA National Congre11 ou Adolescent 
Health Award for Outstanding Efforts on lehalf of America'• Youth, the 
Rational Education A11ociation Mary Futrell Avard for Creative Leader1hip in 
Vomen'a 1ighu, the Southern Health A11ociation'1 Charle• Jordan Avard, the 
AKA Dr. Nathan Davis Avard, the De Lee Humanitarian Avard, the Ration· 
Coalition of 100 llack Vomen•1 Candace Avard for Health Science and the Alvin 
c. Ehrich Avard (Academy of !ducational l>evelopnent). Dr. llder1 ba1 received 
Honorary Doctorate of Medical Sciences degree• from Hoorehou1e College, the 
University of Minne1ota and Yale Oniveraity. 

Until his recent retirement, she va1 her husband Oliver'• llOlt outspoken 
1upporter at Ball High School basketball game1. The Elders have two 1rovn 
sons, Eric and Kevin. 
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OFFICE OF SUi.GEON GENEllAL 

fbe Surgeon General 1erve1 11 the health 1dvi1or to the Nation on health 
related matters and manages the Public Health Service' Coami11ioned Corps. 

Throu.ghout the years, the Office of Sur1eon General has occupied variou1 
positions in t.he Department of Health and Buman SerTice1 and the Public Health 
SerTice. Prior to 1966, the Surgeon General va1 retponaiblt for the 
administration of the PHS and for exerci1ing the numerous authorities 
caot.Ained in the PHS Act. !y 1968, all authorities for11erly delegated to the 
SIU'geon General had been transferred to the As1i1tant Secretary of Health. 
Dr. Julius!. Richmond served as both the ASB and Surgeon General fram 1977 
u.o:il 1982. However, in 1982, the dual title va1 again divided. In 1987, an 
Off ice of Surgeon General va1 officially establi1bed under the A11i1tant 
Secretar, of Health (ASH). 

~ a ddi ti on to the administration and management of the ccmabtioned corps. 
the Surgeon General provides leadership to the 6,500 active duty commi11ioned 
per1onnel. advises the ASH on policy matters pertaining to the PBS, direct• a 
vi.de range of special initiatives 11 directed by the Presidltlt, Cougres1 or 
the Department and serve• a1 the focal point for dialogue with health 
professional societies. 

The Surgeon General ha• the following responsibilities ve1ted by law: 

Release of various Surgeon General'• Reports under the authority of the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services (15 U.S.C. 1337) 

Serves a~ a ~e~ber cf t~e Boarc cf Regents of the Ur.ifo~ec Services 
University of the Health Sciences (USUHS). Other Board responsibilities 
in:l~de ~te Nations: t:brary of Medicine, Seamen's Health lmprovement 
Frogra.It, Armec Forces Institute o: Pathology, Gorga5 Memorial Institute 
or. Tropical Medicine, Executive Committee of the Asso:iation of Military 
Surgeons of the U.S. and the PBS representative to the American Medical 
Association House of Delegates. 

Issue& warnings to the public on health hazards associated with products 
in the United States. 

1eviev1 the particulars of Department of Def en•• plan• for 
transportation. open testing and di1po1al of lethal cbeaical1 and 
biological agents and recomnend precaution• necessary to protect public 
health and safety. 

Onder a proposed reorganization within the Office of the A1si1tant Secretary 
for Bealth, the Offices of Vomen•1 Health, Minority Health. D11ea1e Prevention 
and Bealth Promotion and Population Affair• vill be under the direct 
supervision of the Surgeon General. 
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Model letter in support of Joycelyn Elders 
For newspapers: 

I'm writing to express my strong support for Joycelyn Elders 
M.D., a pediatrician, a public health professional and a superb 
advocate for children. Dr. Elders has the determination and the 
ability to persuade Americans to take better care of their 
health, and she should be quickly confirmed as President 
Clinton's U.S. surgeon General. 

As the nation's top health advisor and the manager of the 
PUblic Health Service's 6,500-member Commissioned Corps, she 
would make dramatic and enduring changes to better the health of 
all Americans. In the five-and-a-half years since then-Gov. 
Clinton appointed her as the director o( t:tie Arkansas State 
Health Department in 1987, she helped raise the immunization 
rates of pre-school children in the state and has been 
instrumental in attracting more health professionals to practice 
in underserved rural areas. 

In addition, her proqrams have led to a downward turn in the 
teenage pregnancy rate and helped lower the infant mortality 
rate. 

Dr. Elders has always been willing to tackle the tough 
issues head on. One of her major goals "is preventing unplanned 
and unwanted pregnancies," and she is disturbed that in America, 
"Our children are having children." She is provocative and she 
ge~s results. 

We urgently need Dr. Elder's leadership nationwide to help 
prevent the spread of disease, to curb smoking and drinking among 
teens and adults, and to help conquer the AIDS epidemic. 

As a professor of pediatrics at the University of Arkansas 
Medical School and a researcher into the causes and treatment of 
hormone-related illnesses, she has authored more than 150 
articles for medical research publications. Her resume points to 
a life-time of acbieveaent, and a breadth of experience that 
uniquely qualifies her for public off ice. Among her many 
accomplishments, she served as a 1st Lieutenant in the U.S. Arlly 
and was chief resident and a research fellow in Pediatrics at the 
University of Arkansas Medical Center. She is a board-certified 
pediatric-endocrinologist. 

Among numerous distinctions, she received the AMA National 
Congress on Adolescent Health Award in 1990 for Outstanding 
Efforts on Behalf of American Youth, the National Education 
Association's Mary Futrell Award in 1990 for Creative Leadership 
in Women Rights, the American Medical Association's Dr. Nathan 
Davis Award in 1990 and the National Coalition of 100 Black 
~omen's Candace Award in 1991 for Health Science . 

She currently serves on the boards of a dozen councils and 
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co .. issions in the public and private sectors, including the 
National Institute of Medicine's Health Promotion Disease 
Prevention, the Robert Wood Johnson Generalist Physician 
Initiative Advisory Commission, and the council on Government 
Affairs for the Academy of Pediatrics. 

Dr. Elders will be a phenomenal role model to children and 
yadults across the country. Undoubtedly, she will be an 
exceptional model to African-Americans, who are vastly 
underrepresented in the medical profession. 

The daughter of sharecroppers, Dr. Elders knows what it is 
to be poor. She will fight to ensure that children and teenagers 
of all races have the opportunities all of America's young people 
deserve. As Surgeon General, I'• sure she will inspire a new 
generation of young health providers to brin9 the same compassion 
and idealism to their work as she has displayed throughout her 
career. 

She should be confirmed quickly. Thank you . 



Ch-Y NEWSPAPER ADDRESS PllN 
FX 

Birmingham, Tlae Birmingham Ron Casey 205-325-2222 
AL News 2200 4th Ave. N. 205-325-3246 

P.O. Box 10127 
Binn, AL 35202 

Mobile, AL Tlae Mobw Press, TMP •Ralph Poore 205-433-1551 
Tht Mobilt RqisttT TMR •Bill Sellers 205-434-8662 

304 Government St. PO 
BOl 2488 
Mobile, AL 36630 

Montgomery, Tht Montgomery Ken Hare 205-262-1611 
AL .Advertisa 200 WtihingtOD Ave. 205-261-1501 

PO Box 1000 
Mont, AL 36101 

Phoenix, AZ .Atimna Republic, AR• Paul Sch•tt AR 
Phoena Gazette PG •James Hill 602-271-8000 

Phoenix Newspapers, Inc. 602-271-8SOO 
PO Box 1950 
Phoenix, AZ 85001 PG 

602-271-8000 
602-271-8911 

Tucson. AZ ~ Arizona Daily- Jim Kiser 602-573-4400 
Star Star Publishing Co 602-573-4107 

PO Box 268C17 
Tucson, AZ 85726 

Miami, FL The M"uzmi Herald J'un Hampton 305-350-2111 
1 Herald Plaza 305-376-2671 
~FL33132 

Jacksonville, 'IM Florida Tuna Uoyd Brown 904-359-4111 
FL Union Morris Communications 904-35M400 

C.Orp. 
PO Box 1949 
Jack. FL 32231 

Tampa, FL The Tampa Tribune Edwin Edwards 813-2'n-T111 
202 S. Parker St. 813-l'n-7823 
PO Box 191 
Tampa, fl.. 33606 

• 



Cln' NEWSPAPER ADDRESS PllN 
FX 

St. The SL PettnbUlf Bill Gailey 813-893-8111 
Petersburg. Tuna TllllCI Publishing Co. 813-893-8673 
Fl.. 490 1st ave. s. 

PO Bm 1121 
St., fl.. 33731 

Orlando, fl.. The Orlando Manning Dynn 407-420-5000 
Sentinel Sentinel Communications 407-420-5661 

c.o. 
633 N. Orange Ave. 
Orlando, FL 32802 

Atlanta, GA The .Atlanta JoumaJ TAJ• S. Tucker TAJ 
Constitution TAC=Jim Wooten 404-526-5431 

72 Marietta SL NW 404-526-5610 
Ad, GA30303 

TAC 
404-526-5431 
404-526-5611 

Savannah, The Savannah Tom Banon 912-236-9511 
GA Morning News PO Box 1088 912-234-6522 

Sav, GA 31402 

Columbus, The Columbus Billy Winn 706-324-5526 
GA Ledger-Enquirer PO Box 711 706-576-6210 

Columbus, GA 31994 

Wichita, KS The Wichita Eap David Owbrey 316-268-6000 
82S E. Douglas 316-26U609 
Wichita, KS 67202 

Topeka, KS The Topeka Capital Mite Ryan 913-295-1111 
Joumal 616 Jefferson St. 913-295-1198 

Topeka, KS 6lm1 

New Orleans, The Times PicayuM Malcolm Forsyth 504-826-3300 
I.A Tunes-Picayune Publ Corp. 5()4.826-3007 

3800 Howard Ave. 
NO, IA 70140 

Shreveport, The Tune.s Frank May 318-459-3200 
LA 222 Lake SL 318-459-3301 

Shreveport, LA 71130 



cm' NEWSPAPER ADDU:SS PHN 
FX 

Baton Rouge, The Advocate Doug M•Nhip, Jr. 504-383-1111 
I.A Capital Oty Press 504-388-0129 

525 Lafayette St. 
BR. I.A 7<812 

Bangor, ME The Bangor Daily Mark Woodward '1J11-99G-8000 
News Bangor Daily News '2f11-941-088S 

491 Main St. 
PO Box 1329 
Bangor, ME 04402 

. -- -····--

Minneapolis . SL Paul Pioneer Rooaut ... 612-222-5011 
.. 

St Paul. MI Prm Dispatch 345 Cedar St.· 612-229-5268 
Saint Paul. MN 55101 

Lincoln, NE T1at Lincoln Joumal Kathy Rutledge 402-i73-7325 
Journal Star Printing Co. 402-i73-7291 
926 P SL 
Bm 81589 
L NE 68501 

Omaha, NE The Omaha World- Frank Partsch 402-444-1000 
Herald World-Herald Sq. 402-345-0183 

Omaha NE 68102 -. 

Nashua. NH The Nashua Oaudete Duropber 603-882-2741 
Telegraph 17 E.xeaitive Dr. 603-882-S 138 

Hudson, NH 03051 

The Oregonian Bob I andauer 503-221-8327 
Portland, OR Advance Publ Inc. 503-~199 

1320 SW Broadway 
Portland, OR 97201 

Portland, OR The P0ttland Prm Georae Newvoll 207-780-9000 
Herald The Portland Newspapers 207-780-9499 

390 Congress St. 
PO BOl 1460 
Ponland ME 04101 

Eugene, OR The Register GuanJ Don Robinson 5~1234 
Guard Publishing Co. ext. 450 
975 High St. 
Box 10188 



CITY NEWSPAPER ADDRESS PHN 
FX 

Philadelphia. 11le PhiJadelphia David Boldt 215-854-2000 
PA Jn.quhr Philadelphia Newspapen.. 215-8544794 

Inc. 
400 N. Broad St. 
Phil, PA 19101 

Pittsburgh, 11le Pi&burgh Post· Mike Mcgoguh 4 U-263-1343 
PA Gaz.ette, Bm957 412-263-2014 

SO Blvd. of Allies 
Pitts, PA 15230 

Harrisburg, TM HanisbuJr Peter Foael 717-657-9555 
··-

PA Counl1y Joumal Cowles Mapzines 717~57-9526 
640S Flank Dr. 
BOI 8200 
Harrisburg. PA 17105 

Scranton, PA 11le Saanton Tuna Pat MdCenna 717-348-9100 
149 Penn Ave. 717-348-9145 
BOl 3311 
Saanton. PA 18SOS 

Eric, PA The Erie News, EN• Bob Gurricn Both 
The Erie Tune.s ET= Pat Howard 814-870-1600 

Tunes Publ Co. 814-870-1808 
20S W. 12th SL 
Eric, PA 16534 

Providence, TM Providena Robert Witcomb 401-?n-7433 
RI Journal 75 Fountain St. 401-l'n-7461 

Providence, RI 02902 

C.Olumbia, SC TM Columbia SU* Tom Mclean 803-771-6161 
The State-Record Co. 803-771-8430 
Box 1333 
C.Olumbia, SC 29202 

Greenville, The Greenville News Tom Inman 803-298-4100 
SC Piedmont 30S S. Main SL 803-298-4137 

Box 1688 
Greenville, SC 29602 

Burlington, The Burlington Free Candy Page 802-863-3441 
vr Prw 191 College St. 802-862-5622 

Burlington, VT 05401 



. u 7 

• 

&J 11 ~. 690 5873 

-CU:arly, she ls "°' a child of politic.J, which requires a catain artistic command of com~ 
dnuhles~o.k and cave-in ability. Rather, Elden C:OfflQ (.)ff more like a woman fe.d up wilh 
bureaucracie.s and all the time and money the; waste. Moreover, she's impatient with good 
imuaiom that fail to produce good results ... " [Sa1t [&lee City Tnlmnc. 12/27 /'121 

DR. JOYCELYN ELDERS: CHARGES AND RESPONSES 

SO~"D POLICY AND STRAIGHT TALK 

Charge: 

Response: 

Dr. Joycelyn Elders is a ·radical" with dangerous ideai Critics assert that Dr. 
Joycelyn Elders advocates ideas of the far left "fringe.• 

Throughout her career in public health, Dr. Joycelyn Elders bas been a 
fecll'less voia for children and she bas always insisted in dealing with the 
reality they face. Like Harry Truman she speaks the truth, and M>me don't 
like to hear it. 

Dr. Elders is an advocate of sound public health policie.s the objectives of 
which few disagree. Leading public health experts including former Surgeon 
Generdl C. Everett Koop, an appointee of President Ronald Reagan. have 
advocated many of the same policies ·- early childhood educatio~ including 
education on sexuality, condom distribution, and candid talk about AIDS and 
prevention ~trategies. 

Dr. Elders is nationally reknowned for her work on children's health, but she 
has bee.n active i.o many spheres of health care: 

Expand.in& Home Care Services 
• Dr. Elders initiated a plan to expand home health care in ArlranS!lS 

allowing senior citizens or medically fragile patients to remain in their 
communities. 

Increasing Early Childhood Screening 
• In 1990, Dr. Elders instituted a new bom skkle cell screening program 

that now covers 40,000 infants. 

• Under Dr. Elders leadership the number of early childhood screening 
in Arkansas went from just over 4,000 in 1988 to over 45,000 in 1992. 

Dramatically Improving Arkansas' Immunization Rate 
• The immu.n.i.zation rate for Arkansas' two ~ear olds went from 34% in 

1989 to 60% in 1992. 

'fill .• -



PREVENTING BABIES FORM BEING BORN DRUG ADDICl'ED 

Charge: Dr. Elders bas advocated giving Norplant to prostitutes so they may continue 
tn use sex to buy drugs. 

Response: Dr. Elders has always fought tirelessly for the health of children, and bas 
worked to prevent babies from being born addicted to crack and other drugs. 
In response to a question about "crack-addicted women who sell sex to buy 
drugs, get pregnant., and have crack addicted babies• Dr. Elders acknowledged 
that this was a real problem. She 1uggested that providing Norplant was one 
way to ensure that children were not bom into such a tragic situ.abon. 

DI. Elders understands that there are some very difficult realities that 
challenge public heal th officials, and bas not shirked from facing these 
realities. 

This remark. now being used in isolation by several far right groups oppo5ed 
t0 her confirmation. was taken entirely out of context. 

C01'"TRACEPTIVES IN SCHOOLS 

Charge: Dr. Elders argues for disoibuting condoms in schools. 

Response! Dr. Elders has championed family planning as a meam of preventing abortion, 
AIDS, se~ually transmitted diseases, and poverty - many of the worst public 
health problems. 

One of Dr. Elders most notable and widely praised achievements ""~" the 
establishment of innovative school-based clinics in Arkansas., raising the 
number from one to twenty 5ix during ber tenure. Uoking public schools with 
the Arkaasas health department, Dr. Elden was able to successfully bring to 
those who most needed them services that increase chlldhood immunization 
and early childhood screening. and.reduce teen pregnancy, substance abuse, 
sexual abuse, sexually transmitted diseases, and other dangers in those 
communities. She said: "I'm talking about eomprebensive primary preventive 
health care serv.ice on the school campus where the children are." ["Today", 
December 30, 1992) 

Dr. Elders believes that local school boards should have the jurisdiction to 
make decisions about distributing contraceptives and providing sex education. 



EDt:CATION ON PREVEN11VE HEALTH CARE IN EARLY GUDES 

Ourgc; Dr. Elders supports telling k:indergartners about sa. 

Response: No. Dr. Elders believes in comprehensive bealtb education in public schools 
beginning in kindergarten and continuing through twelfth grade. She believes 
such education should provide children with aee appropriate information on 
a wide variety of challenges they can encounter. Dr. Elders primary goal has 
been to educate children on is.mes which will keep them healthy and prevent 
them from engaging in harmful behavior. 1be school based health clinic she 
set up in some of Arkanw;' &diools reac~-d many of the poorest children 
with health care they would not otherwise have received. 

Dr. Koop believed in teaching about sexuality as early as kindergarten. He 
said "My feeling is that ff semality is tangbt gently and gradually from an early 
age, it is part of your life and it doesn't come as a shock." and "The issue is 
not just AIDS, it's ~ sexually transmitted disease and its pregnancy and low 
hirthweight babies and it's a tremendous bighWlkoCwhat public health ls all 
about.- I sugested BO education in the third pe and yoa know what 
furor that brought. I still think if we did it right, bad the right coalition of 
parents, churches, civic organiz.ations, working together not fighting each other 
you could raise a generation of preteens to become adolescents who are less 
sexually active." Q¥ashington Post 6/20/89] 

ADVERTISU\G CONDOMS ON TELEVISION 

Charge: Dr. Elders supports advertising condoms on television. 

Response: Dr. Elden along with many public health experts Im said time and time again 
that "We are facing a crisis in this country• with AIDS. She believes as do 
many others that because the use of condoms helps prevent the spread of 
AIDS and other sexually transmitted diseases. 

Ouc of the hallmarks of former Surgeon General Koop's tenure was the 
encouragement of increased condom use to fight AIDS. He was very 
ou~pokcn on this issue taJlcjng 11at every opportunity about usin& condoms. 
On television and radio, in newspapers and magazines, on posters in subways, 
in church and community centers, on billboards, in schools ... in English and 
Spanish." D£ashington Post. 3 /24 /87] 



DISCOURAGING ABORTIONS 

Ch.urge: Dr. Joycelyn Elders is a vocal advocate of abortion. 

Response: Wrong. Dr. Elders is a vocal advocate for making abortions unnecessary. She 
has said hundreds upon bu.ndrcd.\ of times that preventing unwanted 
pregnancy is the most sure path towards preventing abortion. 

Both sides of this debate have had to grapple with the emotional nature 0£ 
the issue. Dr. Elders has tried to decrease the number of abortions and most 
of all increase the number of wanted laved babies. At. she often says, her first 
priority is to make every child bom in America a planned, wanted child. Her 
battle has always been for the children. Sbe will fight in any way she can to 
make sure that they can live better fuller lives with less poverty, illnes.I\ and 
loneliness. 

ON 1.lARJJUANA FOR MEDICINAL USE 

Charge_· Elders supporu use of marijuana for medicinal use - a first step towards total 
legalization of the drug. 

R~-ponse: Dr. Elde~ bas not advocated changing current law. She has said that she is 
open to a discussion of the medicinal use of marijuana if physicians feel 
marijuana. "would be beneficial for use the patient." especially in cases of 
people who ~-uffer with a painful terminal illness. The Administration bas oo 
plans to change ~"Uireot law. 

SUVERY TO CIRCUMSTANCE 

Charge: Elders said that poor teen-agers who are having babies arc "slaves" and that 
they are "breeding another da.M of slaves: 

Response: Dr. Elders said that teen pregnancy often leads to poverty and a 
powerlessness over one's destiny which is a kind of enslavement. Barriers to 
education, cyclical poverty, a fragmented family structure lead to a se:Mtude 
of circumstance which a generation of young people risk falling into. 

Dr. Elders has worked ceaselessly to undermine this temble cycle, and 
believes that improvements in preventive care and public health can help 
teen-agers in crisis rise above the difficulties of their circumstances. 
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PROGNOSIS: 
CONTROVERSY 
Pro-condom and pro-choice, the nominee for Surgeon 
General is provoking a heated reaction from conservatives 

By MARGARET CARLSON WASHINGTON 

J
OYCELYN ELDERS, THE PEDIATRl­

cian nominated to be Surgeon Gen­
eral. was the hrst in her sharecrop­
per lamily of eight children to go to 

college. working her way through Philan­
der Smith. a black institution in Arkansas. 
as a cleaning woman. When she was home 
one weekend. her younger brother Ches­
ter. now a Methodist minister in Pine 
Bluff. realized that she had 
begun to change when she 
took her siblings to the drive­
in to see a movie. "She went 
to a section not marked off 
for coloreds." says her broth­
er. "The attendant told her 
to move. and they got in a 
heated argument. We start­
ed to cry. We weren't into 
the politics of life; we just 
wanted to see the movie. Fi­
nally she and the attendant 
compromised on how far 
back we would go. That's 
when I first noticed my sister was a little 
different." 

sponsible sex should not be a child who 
will more than likelv l!T'OW up uncared for. 
She has not taken her lumps quiet)\'. El­
ders attacks her religious-right critics as 
"non-Christians" \\'ho harbor "slave-mas­
ter mentalities ... Last vear Elders told an 
abortion-rights rallv that abortion fo1·, 
need to get over their "love affair with th 
fetus." Earlier this month on a CNHC call-i' 
show. Elders was asked what she plannt·1 
to do about crack-addicted women wh·, 
sell sex to buv drugs. get pregnant anu 
have crack-addicted babies. "That's a real 
problem." the pragmatic Elders replied. "I 
would hope that we would be able to pro­

vide them with Norplant. so 
thev could still use sex if the\' 
must to buy their drugs and not 
have unplanned babies." 

Elders is no stranger to drug 
problems. In 1981 she took in a 
foster child. Nina. 13. a blue-€ved 
diabetic patient she had been 
treating for hve vears. When 
Nina was 25 and on her own. sh1· 
was arrested on a drug charge 
and Elders' husband -paid ih1· 
$1.000 bail to get her out. Last 
Februarv the girl and her bo\'­
friend were found murdered. 
possibly because of a drug deal 
gone bad. "It was a major loss:· 
says her aide Carol Roddv. "'like 
the daughter she never had ... 

This week. when the Senate opens 
hearings on the Elders nomination. the 
rest of the U.S. will find out that the 59-
year-old Arkansas public-health director 
is still a little different. While she has the 
bedside manner of the white-coated physi­
cian. she has also been a verbal bomb 
thrower. trying to wake up Arkansas citi­
zenry to the health crises in teenage preg­
nancy and AIDS by promoting sex educa­
tion. birth control and freedom of choice 
on abortion. Just after her appointment in 
l 98i. Elders was asked if school-based 
clinics would dispense contraceptives. She 
replied. ''I'm not going to put condoms on 
their lunch trays. but yes." 

For all Elders' empathy with 
families that don't work. she is at 
the center of one that does. !\-tar­
ried since Valentine's Day 1960 
to Oliver Elders. she cheered at 
almost every game during his 33 
years as basketball coach of a Lit­
tle Rock high school team. Her 
husband's 9i-year-old mother. 
who has Alzheimer's disease. 
lives with them. Elders has two 
grown sons. My sister. savs her 
brother Jones. is '"your typical 
housewife. She cooks like our 

mother cooked-fried chicken. In Arkansas, Elders has been• wrbal bomb thrower 
turnip greens and corn bread. Yet 

when she gets out of the house. you wonder 
who this person is." 

The controversy grew from there. 
Antiabortion activists have called her a 
"mass murderer" and "director of the Ar­
kansas Holocaust." Her reputation has 
provoked a coalition of national right-to­
life groups to challenge her nomination. 
"We are deadly opposed to her confirma­
tion ... savs James A. Smith. a lobbvist for 
the Christian Life Commission. But the 
White House contends it is ready to fight 
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for this nominee. Says Health and Human 
Services Secretary Donna Shalala: "She is 
colorful and plainspoken, and Americans 
like people who are straightforward." One 
Republican Senator. Don Nickles of Okla­
homa. has come out against her, but no 
one expects it to stop there. 

Elders has been in battle most of her 
life. It was a struggle to escape rural 
Schaal. Arkansas. She started school at 
four. walking five miles daily to catch the 
bus. At night. she helped her father 
stretch raccoon hides. which he sold to 
Sears. After college. she enlisted in the 
Army and trained as a physical therapist. 
Later. she was the only black woman in 
her class at the University of Arkansas 
medical school. 

She made enemies traveling the state 
preaching that the consequences of irre-

Tl~IE. JULY I!!. 1!1!1:1 

Washington will try to find out this 
week. but confirmation hearings are not 
always an accurate indicator of future 
performance. \Vho would have thought 
that former Surgeon General C. Everett 
Koop, appointed by President Reagan for 
his Fundamentalist beliefs and fervent 
pro-life position. would refuse White 
House pressure to label abortion "psycho­
logically harmful." would become a cru­
sader for condoms. or would be reviled by 
Phyllis Schlatly and air-kissed bv Eliza­
beth Taylor? If Elders gets to don the 
gold-braided uniform of the nation's No. l 
doctor. she may end up. like Koop. in­
furiating her supporters and amazin!? her 
detractors. -Reported by Ann Blacllman/ 
Washington and Richard Woodbury/Houston 

l1 
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TllE POLITICS OF HEALTH: Dr. Jocelyn Elders makes a point during a discussion with longtime friend. President Bill Clinton. 

Local leaders speak out on health expert 
By Kenneth Coleman Jr. 
Cll1lOl<ICLt STAl'F WRITER 

L•r. Joycelyri Elders sur­
vi\·ed round one of her fig-ht to 
\,e!'on-.e U.S. surgeon general. 
PrP.sirlenl Clinton's outspoken 
clloil'e was emlorsed by the 
rr.s. St:nate Labor and Human 
n"sn111·ce Committee last Fri­
<10y. The vote was 1:1 to 4. 

l~ut thal e11du1·oement came 
after nearly a month of 
sc.rutlny on Capitol Hill. Ques­
t irn1s concerning her personal 
On:rnces, her position on sex 
<~ducat ion in public schools and 
her efforts in Arkansas to 
rlislribute eondorns to prevent 
the spread of the AIDS virns 
sparked considerable debate. 

Surgeon general nominee states her convictions, apologies not incl 
Conservative groups, such as 
the American Family Associa­
tion and Concerned Women for 
America. continue to oppose 
her. But most local reaction to 
the proceedings has favored 
Dr. Elders. 

"I anxiously await for con­
firmation." says Marie Far­
rell-Donaldson, Detroit's om­
budsman. "She represents a 
breath of fresh air. I support 
her." 

Dr. Elders, 59, recently re­
signed her post as Arkansas' 
director of health after nearly 
slx years and is considered 
controversial by many ln her 

home state. During the first 
day of hearings, she openly 
discussed allegations concern­
ing her finances anrl public 
record. 

Labeled by conservative 
groups as a supporter of abor­
tion rights. Dr. Elders ex- · 
plained her position. 

"The only thing that works 
100 percent is abstinence," she 
maintained. "We know our 
children are not being absti­
nent. I would like to make 
every child born in America a 
planned, wanted child." 

On the allegation of receiv­
ing pay as a consultant to the 

U.S. Department of 
and Human Services w. 
the staff of the Ar• 
Health Department 
pointed out that she us 
vacation time for tr 
Washington. DC. 

She also responded lo 
cism that, despite her 
at raising Arkansas 
sciousness regarding 
care, the state's teenag• 
nancy rate is only s 
below the nation's av 
She replied. "I'm not pi 
that." 

Some local leaders 

See Health Pag• 
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concerned that President Clin­
ton would withdraw the Elders 
nomination after heated alle­
gations made headlines. 

"He had to support her,'.' 
says Farrell-Donaldson. "I 
don't think that Black women 
in this country would have 
stood by and let another Black · 
woman go down." 

Clinton withdrew his nomi­
nation of Lani Guinier, a Uni­
versity of Pennsylvania law 
professor and former · law 
clerk for U.S. Appeals Court 
Judge Damon Keith .. Guinier 
had been nominated as assis­
tant U.S. attorney general for 
civil rights, but became a 
casualty of pressure from 
Democratic moderates and 
conservatives. 

Akua Budu-Watkins, board 
member of the National Black 
Women's Health Project 
(NBWHP), says that her 
organization was ready to 
back up their stated support 
for Dr. Elders. 

"We were ready to call the 
•president's hot line if he tried 
to withdraw her name." The 
NBWHP, which recently held 
its· national convention in 
Detroit, represents Black 
women in 31 states and eight. 

· countries. 
But not everyone in the 

metropolitan area supports 
President Clinton's nominee to 
become the country's princi­
pal health official. Ron Ed-

PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 

wards, _host of the 'oetroit­
based, nationally syndicated 
"Edwards Notebook" radio 
program, says he's against the 
nomination of Dr. Joycelyn El­
ders. 

"She's for teaching five- and 
six-year-olds sex education," 
he charges. "There is a cor­
relation between the teaching 
of sex education in the public: 
schools and the increase i.nl 
children born out of wedlockt 
and the spread of venereal dis­
eases. Dr. Elders advocates1 
teaching sex education in 
_schools·at early ages." 

. But at its national conven, 
tion two weeks ago in Indian­

. apolis, the NAACP adopted a 
resolution to support the Eld­
ers nomination; 

''Berijamiri Chavis (national 
executive director) spoke to it, 
and certainly the Detroit 
branch supported it,'' said 
Detroit NAACP Executtye Di­
rector Joann Watson. 

"We need people like her." 
Jackie Currie adds. "She's 
qualified and will help kids of 
all ages and races." 

-Dr. Elders, a child of an 
Arkansas sharecropper father 
and a teenaged mother, says 
she wants to be "the voice and 
the vision of the powerless.'' If 
confirmed, she Will be the first 
African American and only the 
second woman to hold the posi, 
tion of U.S. surgeon general. 
Because of the Democratic 
majority in the U.S. Senate, 
·she is expected to be con­
firmed. The full Senate vote is 
expected either this week or m. 
September after the August 
recess. 
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Nominee Is Worth a Fight 
GILLIAM, From Bl 

surgeon general. But the 
conservatives who adored 
Koop are out to kill Elders's 
confirmation. To do this, they 
have taken her statements out 
of context and misquoted and 
mischaracterized her. In a 
recent news report, a critic 
called her agenda "flawed and 
•.. a prescription for na tiona 1 
disaster." 

Elders supports telling 
kindergartners about sex and 
endorses advertising condoms, 
views Koop also advocated. In 
light of the conclusion of the 
national commission on AIDS 
that only prevention will stop 
this epidemic, her approach 
seems rational and reasonable. 

In Arkansas, Elders set up 
school-based health clinics in 
some areas to reach many of 
the poorest children with. 
health care they otherwise 
would not have received. She 
has championed family 
planning to prevent abortion. 
AIDS and other sexually 
transmitted diseases. but she 
always has deferred to the 
local school boards for the 
ultimate decisions. 

An array of mainstream 
health, education, religious and 
children's and youth 
organizations have announced 
their support of her 
nomination. These include the 
American Academy of Child 
and Adolescent Psychiatry, the 
American Academy of 
Pediatrics, the National 
Association of County Health 
Officials, the Children·s 
Defense Fund and the Child 
Welfare League of Am.erica. 

Despite efforts by the right 

wing to distort her stance, 
Elders is in the mainstream of 
American thinking. 

According to a recent Gallup 
poll, 51 percent said abortion 
is justified under some 
circumstances. Only 13 
percent of those polled 
believed it should be illegal 
under all circumstances. 

In her position in Arkansas, 
Elders has faced a microcosm 
of the problems we as a 
country must face. She has 
shown that she is able to deal 
with those urgent issues with 
compassion and with an eye 
toward the surrounding ethos 
and cultures. 

While we are walking this 
delicate line between political 
sensibility and prevention in 
the growing AIDS epidemic, 
for example, it is exactly her 
pragmatism that is called for. 

Clinton, it appears, knows 
that. He nominated her early 
on, and his administration says 
that he is going to stick by her. 

I am sure, however, it would 
be easier to hold him to his 
word if the cards and letters 
flowed into newspapers, 
legislative offices and the 
White House from supporters 
of Elders's views. 

The issue is larger than one 
woman from Arkansas, or even 
whether Clinton will do the 
right thing. 

It is whether we are going 
to let the screamers prevent 
us from doing what Koop, 
Elders, Clinton and every 
parent not colored by their 
politics knows: Children must 
have appropriate care and 
education to live free of 
sexually transmitted diseases, 
poverty and drugs. 
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Another Chance to Stand By a Nominee 
.,. he Clinton administration says it will put up a 

. .... ./" spirited fight for the conlirmation of Joycelyn 
·;· ·· -: iilll .... Elders as surgeon general. Vowing to mobilize 

to support her against what they acknowledge is a 
· · • bold and broad right-wing battle against her, one 

•· administration official said, "On this one, don't 
expect retreaL" 

When she faces the Senate this month, Elders 
can expect opposition from antiabortion groups 
such as Concerned Women of America and 
conservative Christian fundamentalists. 

After Lani Guinier's humiliating fate in her 
effort to be confirmed as the chief enforcer of civil 
rights, the Clinton administration has another 
opportunity to stand up for a highly qualified black 
woman whose.portfolio includes issues of 
importance to all Americans. 

Washington, in particular, is plagued with public 
health problems such as a high infant mortality 
rate, high rates of drug and alcohol abuse, AIDS, 
depression.and tuberculosis. 

PHOTOCOPY 
PRESERVATION 

Clinton's support is crucial in Elders's case 
because the ranks in opposition are forming fast. 
Unlike in the case of Guinier, when the president 
said he had not read all of her writings before her 
nomination, Clinton cannot say that he is 
unfamiliar with Elders's viewpoints. Since 1987, 
she has been director of the Arkansas Health 
Department under his governorship. 

The opposition to her is a bit odd. It is not 
focused just on her abortion-rights stance, an 
understandable target even if it happens to be 
consistent with the views of most Americans. 
Rather, it appears conservatives want to put 
Elders at the heart of a philosophical debate on 
sex education, contraception and a range of issues 
that combine to suggest that her approach to sex 
and sexuality is radical. 

Ironically, with the exception of her stand on 
abortion, Elders's positions are similar to those of 
C. Everett Koop, Ronald Reagan's outspoken · 

See GILLIAM, B4, CoL I 
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v-{~/ D~PARTMENT OF HEALTH 
4815 WEST MARKHAM STREET• LITTLE ROCI<, ARl\ANSAS 72205-3867 

TELEPHONE AC 501 681-2000 

BILL CLINTON 
GOVERNOR 

July 18, 1993 

The Honorable J1m Guy Tuc~er 
Governor of Arkansas 
State Cap\tol 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 

Dear Governor Tucker: 

M. JOYCELYN ELDERS, M.O. 
DIRECTOR 

After f\ve and a half years o~ serv\r.g the State of Arkansas \n the most 
eKclting and fulf11llng jcb I have ever had, I am today submitttng my 
resignation as Olrector of the Arkansas Department of Health. 

Our1ng my time with the Department, I have served wtth the most professional 
staff of people who rt.re truly comm1tted to the improvement of health of the 
c\t1zens of Arkansas. I was blessed w\th the support of a superb State Board 
of Health whose members were w1111ng to get in the game, not just sit on the 
s1del\nes, In protectln9 the health and environment of Arkansas. And, 
f1nally, as I worked throughout the state, I enjoyed the backtng of the 
medical commun\ty, c1v,c and volunteer organ,zations, the bustness community 
and religtous commun\ty. I want to express my s\ncere grat1tude and deep 
apprec1atton to all of these for the work we have done together to accomplish 
many of the goals I set when I became d1rector 'n 1987. 

S1nce April, I have been dtvidtng my ttme between the Arkansas Department of 
Health and the U.S. Department of Healtn and Human Services where I have been 
consult\ng on a part-time basis \n preparation for my service to the Un1ted 
States. I have taken annual leave from Arkansas for the days I had to be \n 
Hash\ngton and I have always been ava11able to give the Department my fullest 
attention when required. As a consultant, I have had no direct line authority 
over any issues or programs that ~ould \mpact t~e State of Arkansas. 

As work towards my confirmation intensifies, I must now devote all my efforts 
and energy to my new federo.1 rnle. Thus the reason for my resignation. As we 
prevtously discussed, uoon my confirmation, UAMS has granted me a leave of 
absence without pay . 
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The Honorable J'm Guy Tucker 
Governor of Arkansas 
July 19, 1993 
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I have enjoyed stay1ng on \n my pos1t\on following the change of 
adm1n1stratton. I feel we ach1eved some s1gn1f1cant improvement for the 
health of our ctt1zens during the 1993 session of the Arkansas General 
Assembly. My continued tenure also allowed me to stay on as president of 
ASTH0 1 an organtzat1on near and dear to my heart. I thank you for these 
opportunUtes. 

I wish you well 1n the tasks before you. As the state of my b1rth and my 
entire professtonal 1\fe, Arkansas w111 always be my home. Please take care 
of her. 

S1nce 

YJ?, 
MJE:wam 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 18, 1993 

STATE OF AHKANSAS 
0FFICI'~ ()I' Tiii~ GOVEllMHt 
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Jim Ciuy Tuckcl' 
Goverr1or 

CONTACT: Max Parker 
501-373-8954 

STATEMENT OF GOVERNOR JIM GUY TUCKER 

11 Dr. Joycelyn Elders has submitted her resignation as Director of 

the Arkansas State Department of Health effective today. I have 

accepted her resignation with deep regret but also with 

appreciation for a job well done and in anticipation of her 

confirmation as Surgeon General of the United States of America. 

Mr. Tom Butler, Deputy Director of the Department, has agreed to 

serve as Interim Director. 

Cr. Elders has served the people ?f our State well. As Surgeon 

General, sho will have th~ opportunity to confront at the national 

level the many cnallenges to pu~lic health that she has battled 

here in Arkansas, such as AIDS, low t!rth weight babies, teen 

pregnancies, clean ctrinking water, and our national failure to 

assure that illl our children are immunized. 

During the past year, and in the most recent session of the 

Arkansas General Assembly~ Dr. Elders worked with me to institute 

comprehensive health screening for children entering school; to 

protect and fund our State's medicaid program; to assure the purity 
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of cur Sta~e's drinking water; tQ provide funding for Norplant; and 

to increase significantly Arkansas' childhood immunization efforts. 

Dr. Elders is a fine public health physi~ian and pediatrician. She 

is a committed, caring and energetic champion for the children of 

our State. We will miss har but will be very proud to have her as 

our Surgeon General. I recommend ·.;holeheartedly her swift 

confirmation to that post. 11 

- 30 -
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FACT SHEET 
DR. M. JOYCELYN ELDERS 

Federal Payments prior to Confirmation 

It is common practice for nominees to Federal positions to retain their former 
positions until their confirmation by the Senate. Nominees may be employed by their 
prospective departments in a consulting capacity and may receive Federal 
compensation for periods of service to their agencies prior to confirmation. (See 
attached letter from Jack M. Kress, Special Counsel for Ethics and Designated 
Agency Ethics Official.) 

Annual Leave Status 

In order to prepare for her Federal employment upon confirmation, Dr. Elders 
traveled to Washington to work at HHS. She used annual leave accrued while 
employed as Director of the Arkansas Department of Health for the time in which she 
was engaged in Washington. 

In accordance with the Arkansas Uniform Attendance and Leave Policy Act, Dr. 
Elders earned 15 hours of annual leave per month. §21-4-204(a) and the Arkansas 
Department of Health Policies and Practices, Annual Leave. Under Arkansas law, 
employees are entitled to carry over 30 days (240 hours) of annual leave from one 
calendar year to the next. §21-4-204(e)(l). Dr. Elders began 1993 with 30 days of 
leave, and has earned approximately 90 additional hours since the beginning of the 
year, bringing her total leave accumulation to approximately 41 days of annual leave 
available to her. At the conclusion of her employment with the State of Arkansas, 
Dr. Elders will be entitled to receive a lump sum payment for any unused leave, up to 
a total of thirty (30) days. §21-4-205(a). Dr. Elders has used 28 days of annual 
leave during the period of her consultancy with the Federal government. 

Leave of Absence 

In addition to her position as Director of the Arkansas Department of Health, Dr. 
Elders is a member of the faculty of the University of Arkansas Medical School. Dr. 
Elders has applied for, and has been granted a leave of absence without pay from her 
faculty duties, effective upon her confirmation by the Senate. (See attached letters 
from University of Arkansas Chancellor Harry P. Ward and University of Arkansas 
President B. Alan Sugg.) 

Current Status 

Dr. Elders resigned as Director of the Arkansas Department of Health on July 18, 
1993. 
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DIPA&TMINT Of HIALTH a HUMAN SllVICIS 

July , 7, 11iHil 

The Honorable Senator Edwa~d M. ~ennedy 

Chairman 
Committee on Labor and Mnman Racourcea 
united States Senate 
Washinqton, DC 205lO-fi100 

94562215:# 21 1 

Ot'llce Of ttl• Gener.a Coul"lllt 
W111'11n9ton, O.C. 10201 

81..L M. Joy~~lyn ~l~er1, K.o. 
Dear Senator KennP.dy: 

I am a career 114i:nbor of the Swu.lor t:>cecut1 ve service and have 
bean the Designated Agency Ethics Official for the Department of 
Health and Kuman services (HHS) tor the past three yeara. Prior 
to that, I served as Deputy General counsel at th• Depart:m•ht ot 
Enerqy for "'ppro>eiml:\t:ely t"".c· years and supervised· the ethics 
function in that Department as well. I therefore havA a close 
workin9 familiarit:y with the practice• of two ca»inet Depart.manta 
with respect to incoming Presidential appointee• in t.he R•a9an, 
Bush ~nd Clinton Admini~trat1ons. 

It isi t.o my knowledyt:it common practice throuqhout the Executive 
Branch for inco~inq Presidential appointee• to retain thoir 
former pogitions until sucn time as they are confirmed by the 
Senate. 

Prior to confirmation, such nominees may, howeve~, legally join 
the Depa1·tJ11•nt 1n an intermittent consultant capacity. Moreover, 
from the perspective of Federal law, thar• ia no imp.Ulment to 
the rec~ipt ot payments by an intermittent conaultant tron that 
person's current non-Federal employP-r, for a~ lon9 a~ that person 
remaiu11& a spacial Government employee (SCE). 

In the l!:Xacutive Branch or the United States Government, the 
primary prohibition aqainst Anpplementtltion o! out•1c1• income ia 
18 u.~.c. Section 209. By its terms, section 209 •doea not apply 
to a special Government em~loyeo" and is thu~ inapplicable to all 
or the many intermittent consultants who serve the Paderal 
Government. (It would bR difficult, if naL impossible, for 
example, to persuade tenured members of academic faculties ever 
to serve as intermittant consultnnts it ~uch brief Fede~al 
service required them to resign trom their academic positions.) 

18 tJ.s.c. Section 202ca} defines a "special Government uplove•" 
aa an employee re~Ained to porform "Lomporary duties either on a 
full-time or intermittent basis" for a period "not to exceed en• 
hundred and thirt.y daya duri119 any period or three hundred and 
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sixty-five consecutive davs.N M. Joycelyn Clderb, M.O., began 
~ervi~• as a consultant (SGE) to HHS on April 18, 1993, on 
approximately a two day a week baaiQ until Jul~ e, lY~l, when sh• 
b•9•n wor~1n9 for HKS on approximately a tive day a week basi•. 
A• of thia date, she has been ~mployed Qe an SG! tor 
Apvcoximately 30 workdays, well below the leqal limit of 130. 

I stand ready to answer any further questions at any time with 
respect to this matter. If I may be of t~rther assistance, 
please do not hesitate to contact me at (202) 690-7258. 

An identical letter has been addressed to the Rankinq Minority_· 
Member. 

Sincerely, 

~~~?>-~ 
Special ~ounsel for Ethiea and 
uesiqnated Agency Ethics Of ticial 
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May 4, 1113 

Dr. a. U.an 8uq9, Pr••ident 
Dniver•ity of Arkan••• Sy•t .. 
1123 South University Avenue, Suite 601 
Little Rook, AR 12201 

Dear Dr. suq91 

Th• oniv•r•i~y of Arkan••• tor Medical lciencea 1• very 
proud that Dr. Joycelyn Elders has been noaina~ tor 
Sur9eon General. Her conf1raat1on hearin9• will-start 
at th• and of thi• month and, it conf iraed, bar · 
~ppointaent ia to be9in July 1, 1113. 

Aa•uain9 that •h• i• oontirmed, UAICI requeat• to trant 
Dr. llders a leave ct absence without pay for ~· year 
1993•94. This raquaat would oa re-evaluated ya'\r~ fOZ' 
continuation, it appro~riate. 

li:zz 
Barry P. w"':::'~~~ 
Chancellor j.D. 
BPWsae 
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May 10, 1993 

• Dr. Harry P. Ward, M.D., Chancellor 
Univenicy ot Arkwu for Medical Sciences 
'301 Wat MarkJlam StMI, Mail Slot 541 
Little Rocle, Arkwu 72205 

. .... 
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As requested in your letter of May 4, 1993, I am hereby approving a leave of lbleace 
withouc pay for Dr. Joycelyn Elden u th• Univenicy of Arkansas for Medical 
Sciences for the ftscal year 1993-94. 

Plcue notify Dr. Elders of this action. 

Sincerely, 

B. Alan Su11 
President 



SENT ey:xerox TellCODi&r 7020 : 7-18-93 :11:49AM 
~ 1& '93 19132 l.A1S Qft4Ct1..LOR'S CF 

2024582484~ 301 402 0198:# 4 
!D,2 

" '-1JniwrsiWof 
Arkanua 

for Medical 
Sciences 

O'FIC! CW THI 
CHANCILLOA 

G01Wlll~ 
Mlil .... , 

Lime Roctc. AtlWllll 
nm1-11• 

(I00•91 

C-.•Mlllllfte 
Clllll•~ 

C:-..11'*"""9 
C-..•Mlllll ,....,..cm'• ............ 

UI ........... 
A'MUI I f Clllt ClllW 

CNld...,0... 
............... 1'1 ClflWI 

1."'-".Clw ~ ClflW -..........,.,,...,,.. ... .......... 

.:run. 1, 1113 

Dr. 3oyaelyn lldera, Director 
Al'Jcan••• Departunt of Health 
481! Waat H&rJchaa ltreet 
Little Rock, All 7220! 

Dear Joycelyn: 

ill• Pr•aid•nt ot th• Univeraity ot ArJcanaa• hi.a 
approved ay.r•~••t tor a leave of abaance for you tor 
1913/14. We will plan to r•-•umait thi• y .. rly aa lOBf 
•• th• tvo ot us feel that it i• appropriate. 

Th• 'fn•t•••, the President, and % are proud ot your, 
ac:hiev .. enta tor our atata. We have been honored to 
liav• you •• a =~•r ot th• taoulty of th• Collet• ot 
Mediaine and now •• the Surgeon General of ~e tJnitecl 
Stat••· I aa confident that you will aohieve 119eat 
suoca•• in waabinqton. When your aervia• 1• completed, 
ve look forward to welcoainq you back •• a faculty 
umber at UAMI. 

My bast regard• 

Harry P. Ward, 
Chancellor 

HPW1aa 

ecz Dr. Codd Wilaon 
Dr. Robert Fi••r 


