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March 7, 1995 

MEMORANDUM TO BILLY WEBSTER 

CC: Harold Ickes 
Alexis Herman 

FROM: Steve Hilton 

RE: Interfaith Impact Presidential Request 

The request for the President to address Interfaith Impact's Annual Legislative Meeting 
on March 21 was rejected with the suggestion the Vice President or another 
Administration official address the group. Please reconsider the request for the 
following reasons. 

o This grassroots group is one of our strongest base supporters and they 
are particularly crucial now on two major issues: the Rescission Bill 
and the Foster nomination. 

o Recently, it was decided by NSC that the President should not meet with 
six of their Christian leaders to discuss Jerusalem. 

o The request to the Vice President has not and probably will not be 
confirmed because he will be in the Middle East from March 19 through 
March 24. They have no keynote speaker. 

Thank you for reconsidering. 

Attachments 



Februacy 24, 1995 

Flo Mc.Afee, Associate Director 
Office of Public Liaison 
The White Ho~ 
Washington, DC 

Dear Flo: 

- --- ............. . 

::;;::::::-_: . . . ·:..· ;-- .. ·. f . ·, . :· 
i::::;:::·: · . --· ·' _: I 011111 rllll>ll .. · 

11 O Maryland Avenue. N.E. 
Washington. D.C. 20002 
202/5·-0-2800 l'ax ~7-8107 

8)· FAX 456 6218 

This morning ~aith Impact received a letter from Billy Webster notifying us tlW 
President Clinton declines our invitation to speak at our 25th Annual Legislative Briefing. 
\Ve had invite.cl him to speak on Tuesday evening, Marcll 21, at the banquet. 

I want to appeal for reconsideration of the invitation. Also, I want to explain our efforts over 
the pa.5t three years to have the President speak. 

We first invited Mrs. Clinton to speak to our March 1993 ugislative Driefing. We started 
that invitation process even before the polls showed that Mr. Clintoo -was going to win the 
presidootial election. Al that tim; we were told Ms. Clinton would not accq1 any speaking 
invitations until after the eJe:ction After the election we were told she would not c.omrnit 
until after the inauguration. Afttt that we were told, "This is somedllng we feel is 
important." And later, 'It is on her calendar." On the Thursday before the speech was 
scheduled for SWlday night we received a caJI saying she was Wlable to accept the invitation 
In Jme of 1993 we received a letter from the White Ho~ thanking us for our invitation to 
Mrs. Clinton and telling w 1hat she did not receive the invitation fir enough in advance to 
conside.r it and they OOped she would be able to speak at some future date. 

You can imagine our fiustration when we had a pape.r trail a mile long of our efforts!' 

wt year we sent invitations to both the President and Vice President. They were both 
unable to ~' althou~ we were told that the President wanted to speak but was concerned 
bec.ause of the timing with some other religious requests and did not want to say yes to one 
and not the other. We were encouraged to ask him again this year. 

This year we invited 1he Presidem to speak hecause we fee) the ciraunstanc.cs of the last 
election are so critical that we need to use e\'er'f effort for organizing across the countcy. We 
are very concerned about the C.ontract With Ameiica and about the move to the extreme right 
both poJiticaJly and in the religious oomrmmity. We wanted to show support for the President 
and we wanted him to be a source of encouragement for OW' adVocates. 

We also invited the Vice President to speak at another time during the Briefing because of his 
involvement in the Nntionnl Religiot1' Partnership for the Enviroruuent. The Vice Presidmt 
has spoken at our Brief mg; in years past vmen he was a senator and we were participants in 
his Fnvironment and Religion Conference while he~ in the Senate. 

-----------------------------·. -· --



Of course, we want the President as o first choioe o\'er WlY other speaker we might invite. 
Within the confines of being a non-partisan organii.ation we are trying to convey our suwcrt 
f CX" his agenda and encourage our advocates. 

The President has met at the White House with the heads of the chwtjles that ore a part of 
Irterfaith Impact. We applaud that meeting and it was good publicity for both the churches 
and the President. However, we are asking him to meet with the people who are on the front 
Jines day to day pressing the religiot5 agenda of those denominations. Our Briefing 
participants are the program staff people from those denominatiom and the grass roots people 
who are involved in loca1 comcils of churches and in congregations. They advocate in state 
houses as well as in Washington. 

We had particularly wanted to present President and Mrs. Clinton with an a~ at the 
banquet on March 21. It is an award for "Protecting and Expanding the Dream." It has been 
given in the ~t to Rev. Bernice King and two othm. The awnrd is a aystal plate with an 
dching of Martin Lutl1er King and an overlay etching of Andrew Young's granddaughter. 
Because of the President and l\.1rs. Clinton's worlc in health care, children's issues, and now 
increasing the minimum wage, it is a way we can lift up support in a visible 'Nay. 

Flo, we arc the people "carrying the water" on many of these issues. While we agree and 
enooLll"age the President to meet with the heads of the churches, those same heads of churches 
look to us to get the message out to the religious commmity. We are, in fact, the ones \\'ix> 
vmte their testimony, \Wo give them the background infonnation they need, who develop the 
strategies they take to their various decision-making bodies. There is a def mite growing 
.fhlstrotion in our offic.es that this is not well understood at the White House and that the 
~ite Howe does ool understand our relationship with the leaderahip within the 
denominatiom. 

When the President met with the religious leaders some months ago, they came here first to 
be mefed on the iS.5Ues. When Archbishop Tutu met with President Clinton he came directJy 
from the White House to our offices to brief us oo his me.ding and give us his ~ment. 
When United Clmrch of anist President Paul Sherry testified before C.Ongress on health care, 
that testimony was \mtten by the UCC Washington staff. When I testified before the Howe 
Ways and Means Committee on the religious cormnunity's health care principles, the 
testimony was writtm by the pcopJc Ytho will be al this Briefing. 

This coming Monday the \Va5hington Post National Edition will carry a full page ad with 
ovet 600 religious leadcrs signatures suppcrting welfare reform. Those principles were · 
developed by the people planning this Briefing. For your information I am including a copy 
of our press release to newspapers around the country. 

Recently Joan Brovm Qunpbell from the National C.Owicil of Qmrches gave congressional 
testimony on the "takin~" issue. That testimony was written by people on the Environmental 
Working Group here in our offices. 

·we have been a leading voic.e for tmiversal health care and welfare refonn. We have been 



strong advocates of the Crime Bill, Religious Fretdom Restcration Act, workplace fairness, 
environmental justice, gun control, foreign aid, etc. We have consistently opposed a balanced 
budget amendment, school JnYet amendment, term limits and reducing the deficit on the 
backs of the poor. 

Is there H \.\'CiY you can "plead our case" for reconsideration? If I am reading the frustration 
in the religious corrununity correctly this is one of those times the President really needs to 
speak to this segment of the religious corrunWlity. 

Thank you for any help you can provide. 

ly yours, 

~ 
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