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AMH 
Glynn Key met in Atlanta on 1/23/95 w/ 

Cong. Lewis 
Dexter King plus 2 from MLKC 
Mayor Campbell 
Jesse Jackson (for part of mtg) 
Andy, Young 
Community and Business reps 

The meeting started at 10 and concluded at 4:30pl. 
There was a lot of contention at the beginning . 
until Andy Young turned the tide and at the end , 
everyone kissed and made up. 

Dexter said he wanted to work with the Park 
Service and Park should be in the historic 
site. Visitors Dev. should go forward. 

Interior said --
-King will play leading role in historic site 
-Would not operate any type of musuem facility 
-Recognize their intellectual property rights. 

There are still some minor details to be worked 
out. There is a follow-up meeting this Sat. 
2/11/95 in Atlanta. Glynn will also be going 
to the meeting. 

r 
2/9/95 
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OUR POSITION 

"RE: TBE JONG CENTER'S DISPUTE \\!ITH THE NATlONAl. PARK SERVICEu 

The King Center is running. this a.d bec.ausc our p~sition rtg~ding th.e dispute withn ~h:e ~~onal 
p uk Servke nas not been ilccurately represented in the media. ~he dispute bet~ee . . g 
Center and the National PaJk :Service arose when the Par~ ~cmce r~neg~d on its oi:gina~ . . 
agre"ment tc serve in a ll:ll~~CI..l91e to The Kfns Cen~er.m n~ guardi<H~shi.P of the Histo~c D1sm<:t 
in Atlanta, Georgia. The National Park Sel"Ylce was mvttcd mto the d\s!nct by Mrs. King to 
s1!fVe as a tour: QJA1de ofDt. Kins's Birth Home. 'They began ~tour gU1des, and1 over time~ they 
have acquired land, displa<;1~ residents and ha·1c now evolved mto laM!ords. Contrary to wha! 
has been lneorrec;tly staled by some ot'the media. we began to disapprove ~ little over a ye~r ago, 
as soon as we were aware of the deviation from our original agreement with the Park Sef"\1ce 

We feel strnngly that. the heritage of the Civil Rights Movement is too impoT11nt to be controlled 
by a government agency that has only superfic.ial familiarity with the internal dynamics of our 
freedom struggJe. The National Park Service ha~ considerable expertise in the preservation, 
renovation and maintenance of historic structures. But. tt is poorly qualified to interpret the 
"people~" history. That responsibility is better left to the people who lived it. By its mission and 
purpose, the Na.tional Park Service prese!"\·es mome.nts in history that have ended. The King 
k;gacy is alive, vital and on .. going, and is better served by The King Center and its new generation 
of leadership 

We maintain that The King Cer:ter, and not the federal government, should be the guardian of 
Dr. King's legacy. What we are witnessing today is clas.iic encroachment and annexation of a 
people and their history by the federal government. through their a~ent the National Park Service 
They began by offering to purchase the Binh Home and Crypt of Dr. King. Both of which we 
t~ave refused t~ !!ell. If allc1wed to co~1tinue, the Federal Government will gain stewardship over 
~~benezer Baptise Church, 1he Histonc Sanctuary where Martin Luther King, Jr. 1 his brother, 
tather .arid grandfather pastori~d. and where his mother, ?virs. Alberta Williams King, was 
assassinated. T~te NatiomLJ: P;ark Service is engaged iti A slow and deliberate attempt to separate a 
peopl~ from their land. legacy and <.::ulture. This kind of eneroachment is unfamiliar to most 
lunencans, beea~se the Ja;st time it occurred was to the Native ArmTicans and their land. 

\Vll~n .congress ~ppropria~ed a bu~~et of :SS50,000 sev.:?ral years ag¢, The King Center was 
receiving approximately 31."0,000 V!Wors per year. Later. under the Gramm.Rudman Act the 
amount was reduced to $5,35,000. Today. The King Ce.nter js dccumenred as Atlanta's n~mber 
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We d'e.11y aUegations by the National Park Service aud some of the media that our only 
justifi:c.~tion for defending thi$ di$trict ag\ilnst the ambitions of the Nationf!I Park Service, is that 
The King Certter and the King fa.rnily wish to profit from the establishment of the interactive 
museum. We reject the National Park Service in their efforts to aMex this community, a 
community we have btsen actively involved in mo$t of our lives. The King Center conceived. 
plaOJ!lt~ and secured funding for the Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Center and building 
fa1;;ilit!r which is now being demolish(~d by the National Park Service to build their "Visitor's 
Center!Pennanent Headquarters" It is a foct that Mrs. King was initially in favor of the National 
Park Sc:'.'\i.ce's involvement. How1?vei·, after bec¢ming aware of their ambiticms to gain dominion 
over the King Historic District, s;h,e reversed her position. 

We c1;,me with orien arm.s to sit at 1:he table of brotherhood to find the most ~\litab!e solution 
po~;sibl·e to our common dilcnuna. We are foll1Jwing Dr. King's six princi.ples and six steps for 
nonvi•:>lent socia! change as practic1~ by 'fhP- King Center, and are based on Dt. King's nom~olent 
ce.mpuigns. We are now .at the step of 1'Direct Action"1 which is only used a3 a last resort. We 
continue to hope it '"~!l be re3o(ved in this spiiit of Kingian nl}nviolence conflict ri;solution. 
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Of.JR POSITION 

"RE: THE KING CENTER
1
S DISPUTE WITH THE NATIONAl. PARK SERVICE" 

The K.ing ~enter is running this ad because our position regarding the dispute with The Naiional 
Park Sel'Vlce lias n~t beert aeeurat~ly represented in the media. The dispute between Thu 1Ki11g 
Center and the Ns.uonal Park Service arose when the Park Service reneged on its origfo:~l 
agreement to serve in a sypport role to The King Center i[n i1s guardianship of the Histori·; District 
in Atlant'1 Georgia. The National Park Service was invited into the district by Mrs. King t.o 
sctVe as a tgur &Yi~ of Dr. King's Birth Home. They began as tour suides, a.i1d, over tlrne,. they 
have acquired la.nd, displaced re$idcnts and have now ev1;>lv1~d into landlords. Contrary to what 
has been incorrectly stated by some of the media, we began to disappr·:>ve a little over a year ago, 
as soon as we were aware of the deviation from our oria;na! agreement with the Park S ecvice. 

We feel strongly that the heritage of the Civil Rights Jv!o,,..emcnt is too important to be c:ontrolled 
by a government sgency that has only superficial familiarity ·uvith the internal dynamic~: e>f our 
freedom struggle-. The National Park Service has considerable expertis:e in the preservation, 
renovation and maintenance of historic structures. But, 1t is po<>r1y qualified to interpret the 
''peoples" history. That responsibility is better left to the pe1:i1ple who lived it By its miuii::)n e.nd 
purpose. the NatioPal Park Service preserves moments in history that have ended. The :King 
legacy is ahve, vital and on-going. and is better served by The King Center and its new g·encration 
of ludership 

We maintain that The King Center, and not the federal gove:rnment, should be the guardian of 
Dr. King's legacy. What we are Ywitnessing today is classic 1~ncroachment and annexatir.n of a 
people and their history by the federal government, through their agent the National Park Service_ 
They beaan by offering to purchase the Birth Home and Crypt of Dr King. Both of v··~~c;h we 
have refused to sell. If allowed to continue, the Federal (.7overM"11:nt will gain stewardship over 
Ebenezer Baptist Church. the lfi&toric- Sanctuary where M:artin Lurhe:r King, Jr,, his br·:>1:he:r, 
father and grandfather pastored, and where his morher, :~trn. Alberta Williams K\ng, wa~! 
assassinated, The National Park Service is engaged in a ski·w and deliberate attempt to :ieparate a 
people from their land, legacy and culture. This kind of encroachment is unfamiliar to inos:t 
Americans, because the lut time it occurred wu to the N~t~ive Americans and their h.nd. 

When Congress appropriated a budget of $SSO,OOO several years ag(>, The King Ce11U!i was 
receiving approximately 300,000 visitors per year_ Later, under the Oranun·Rudman Ac:t, the 
amount was reduced to $535,000. Today, The King Center is documented as At\anta':s number 

--- ··----- ~----
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one tourist attraction, receiving 3.5 million visitors per year. Consequently, just the cost for 
upkeep of clean bathroom facilities and supplies.. alone, clHrly has risen, not to mention the 
general costs for upkeep of the entire facility to accommodate the increase in the numbe:r of 
visitors that has more than quadrupled. Therefore, we requested an increase from $535,000 for 
300,000 visitors, to Sl .5 million, for 3.5 million visitors. The· National Park Service wiU si>e~td 
$11 rrullion dollars of the taxpayers' money to build what is c:Mentially permanent heacJ41 uarters in 
the Ki?g Hlstoric District, under the guise of a "Visitor's Center." This is a great irony lb1!c&use 
The King Center has been a more than satisfactory Visitors Center for 1:he Historic Distrkt. The 
King Cente(s plan for a nonprofit, tnteractive museum facility will generate income th2~t ..... ~ll 
endow The King Center, establish what we a.re calling "The King 21st Century Fund'' to build 
housing for the homeless, and provide much needed funding for various community programs. 
Traditionally, historically Amean American-based, nonprofit, institutio11s have had to ~.oli1:it 
contributions from individuals and the private sector. and, qualify for government grant~; in an 
effon to survive. We. at The King Center, are attempting to change this course of dep·en~:ency. 

Our dreurn is to create a state.of-the art interactive exhibit (1~1~ntahvely entitled King P:~rk) that 
will convey Dr. King's legacy to a new generation of young people, ar.d will continue to preserve 
and perpetuate the King legacy, and present historical facts and events in an educational. format. 
The interactive museum is a nonproJl! venture. The National Park Service would like t'tu' nation 
and community to believe otherwise 

We have not received suppon from many local Atlanta p1Jblic officials perhaps bec.au!e they are 
not aware that trus current arrangement is not in keeping with the original agreement. Hc•wever. 
The King Center i, winning &upport from a wide array of c.ommunity and business lead.ers In a 
3-hr. briefing held for neighborhood. business and com.muni!ty leaders. the controvers:r was 
discussed and Dexter Scott King, Chairman., Pre~ident and Chief Executive Officer. r1~\fowed The 
King Center's strategic plans for a multimedia, interactive museum. Following the rev],~w and 
discussion, many leaders in attendance vehemently calle~l foir the National Park S~rvic~ to 
reconsider its p\ans for property directly across the street frnm Dr. King's crypt. and p\eiigc~d their 
support to the Center and the King family. 

Andrew Young, fonner UN. Ambassador and Atlanta. Mayor, in supipon of The K1ng Center's 
position, stated> 11In each of our previous successful public··private partnerships, the gc•vemrnen~ 
rote has been to provide a. sllpport base to create a private vision that serves the long-term public 
interest. The Na1.ionat Park5 Service, however, has assumed the role Qf plAnner, builder and 
manager of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Center and Histork: District. lt has thereby a·;t•:mpted to 
tum this living memorial created by Coretta Scott King and the movE:ment heirs of her husband 
into a static monument, destined to decline and deteriorat.i-c1n, similar to Grant's Tom.b i11 New 
York, under Parks Departn1ent management." Rev. Joseph Lowery. President, !he Scn.;th~m 
Christian Leadership Conference (S.C.L.C), and Rev. C.T. Vivian, Chairman for Th·~ Ce:nter for 
Democratic Renewal and Education, Inc .. stand firmly behind The King Center and King family 
in this dispute. 

·-~------- ---.------~ ___,,,. 
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We deny atlea;ations by the National Park Service and some ofthe media that our only 
justification for defending this district against the ambitions of l~he National Park s~rvice, IS that 
The Kina Centet and the King family wish to protit from lh·e establishment of the intcro.ctiv1: 
museum. We reject ihe National Park Service in their f,!tforts t·o aMex th:is community, :1 

conununity we have been actively involved in most of our tiv,}S. The King Center concei,•ed, 
plannc4 and secured funding for the .Martin Luther King, Ji. O::irrununity Center and building 
facility which is now being demolished by the National Park Service to build their "Visito11'i• 
Center/Pennanent Headquarters". It is a fact that 1.\-1rs. K!ng was initially in favor of the National 
Park Service's involvement. However, after bec<>ming aware of their amloitions to gain dominion 
over the King Historic District, she reversed her position 

We come with open arms to sit at the table of brotherhood to find the most suitable solutlc•n 
possible to out common dilerruna. We are following Dr King's six principles and six st1~1s for 
nonviolent social change as practiced by The King Cen~er, and are based on Dr. King's nonviolent 
campaigns. We are now at the step of "Direct Action", which is only used as a last resort. We 
continue to hope it will be resolved in this spirit of Kingiar1 M·nvio\ence conflict resolu1.ion. 

-·-----------~ 
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