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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 

WASHINGTON. D C. 20506 

April 4, 1995 

MEMORANDUM FOR BILLY WEBSTER 

FROM: ANDREW D. SENS 

SUBJECT: Holocaust Museum VE-Day Commemoration on May 8 

3> 
-T-l 

I 

The National Security Council s t a f f recommends the President 
decline the i n v i t a t i o n to speak at the United States Holocaust 
Museum's 50th Anniversary Commemoration on May 8, 1995. The 
President i s curre n t l y scheduled to particip a t e i n commemorative 
a c t i v i t i e s at Arlington National Cemetery and Ft. Meyer that 
morning and w i l l leave for Moscow at the conclusion of the 
Ft. Meyer event. 



Scheduling Advice Memorandum 

FROM: BILLY WEBSTER 3al 
TO: 

DOUG SOSNIK 
ERSKINE BOWLES 
RAHM EMANUEL 
JOHN EMERSON 
MARK GEARAN 
JACK GffiBONS 
PAT GRIFHN 
MARCIA HALE 
KAREN HANCOX 
ALEXIS HERMAN 
NANCY HERNREICH 
HAROLD ICKES 
ANDREW SENS 
ANTHONY LAKE 
BRUCE UNDSEY 
AL SULUVAN 
KATIE MCGINTY 

DATE: 
No Ack needed 

MACK MCLARTY 
ABNER MIKVA 
LEON PANETTA 
JOHN PODESTA 
JACK QUINN 
CAROL RASCO 
LAURA TYSON 
EU SEGAL 
PATTI SOUS 
GEORGE STEPHANOPOLOUS 
ANN STOCK 
KITTY HIGGINS 
MELANNE VERVEER 
DANNY WEXLER 
MAGGIE WILUAMS 
KIM Tn.TPY 

The ScheduUng Office has received the attached invitation. 
Please advise us: 

POTUS should/need not attend. 
POTUS should/need not attend but should send a representative 

If you thinic POTUS should attend please submit a scheduling proposal, WITH THE 
INVITATION ATTACHED, ASAP 

Your Addi t iona l Comments: 

PLEASE RETURN THIS MEMO TO ANNE MCGUIRE IN ROOM 185.5 BY 
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U N I T E D S T A T E S 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM '̂ ^^^Jot U -

Fax Transmittal Cover Sheet 
Office of External Affairs 

Date: 

Time: 

# of pages: 

Receiver's Fax Number: 

To: 

From/^Ralph GnmewalcRor Andres Abril 

Comments: 

Sender: Ralph Grunewald or Andres Abril 

Phone: 
Fax: 

(202) 4S8-2633 (Sf (202) 488-0420 
(202) 4T 

A Project of the United States Holocaust Memorial Council 
100 Raou! Wallenberg Place, SW. Washington, DC 20024-2150, Telephone (202) 488-2633 or 488-0420, Fax (202) 488-2693 
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S T A T E S 

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM 

March 22, 1995 

Bruce Lindsey 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 
BY FAX; 202/456-2883 

Dear Bruce: 

Since the President has now decided to attend the V-E Day 
commemorations i n Moscow on May 9, I am sending you t h i s fax to 
help us expedite the attached request f o r the President to attend 
the Museum's V-E Day ceremonies on May 8. 

At the suggestion of White House s t a f f members with whom he 
has been working, the Museum was encouraged to send an i n v i t a t i o n 
to the President by Gen. Kicklighter of the Pentagon's World War 
II_Commemorative Committee. Gen. Kick l i g h t e r reported to us the 
White House may welcome an opportunity f o r the President t o speak 
at our ceremony as a balance to a then-possible t r i p to Moscow. 

The i n v i t a t i o n was sent to no p a r t i c u l a r person -- and we 
hope i t has reached the proper people at the proper l e v e l i n the 
Scheduling Office. Could you help us by making sure the r i g h t 
people see t h i s i n v i t a t i o n ? 

In addition to the Arlington Cemeteiry ceremony early on May 
8, the Museum's event i s tailor-made f o r the President's 
p o l i t i c a l agenda given his t r i p to Russia. As the attached 
program summary indicates, the Museum ceremony w i l l focus on 
l i b e r a t o r s , nurses and doctors, survivors of the Holocaust -- and 
of course pay t r i b u t e to those who died. We expect well over 
1,000 people and w i l l have representatives from a l l Veterans 
Service Organizations and from the 27 l i b e r a t i n g u n i t veterans 
associations. I n addition, we expect many survivors. The House 
and Senate w i l l also be in v i t e d --as w i l l the ambassadors from 
every nation with embassies i n Washington. 

A Project ofthe United Stales Holocaust Memorial Council 
100 Raoul Wallenberg Place. SW, Washing'.on, DC 20024-2150, Telephone (202) 488-0400, Fax (202) 488-2690 
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Bruce Lindsey 
Page 2 

You may also be interested to know that the Museum w i l l 
present the Medal of Remembrance to Earl Harrison, posthumously. 
Mr. Harrison wrote an important report to President Harry Truman 
which exposed the p l i g h t and unbearable l i v i n g conditions of the 
Survivors i n the Displaced Persons camps. As a r e s u l t . President 
Truman ordered an immediate improvement of the conditions at. 
those camps. We have asked President Clinton to bestow t h i s 
award to Earl Harrison, Jr. -- the headmaster at the Sidwell 
Friends School. 

We would greatly appreciate your help i n d e l i v e r i n g our 
l e t t e r to the highest level possible. 

Hope you are wel l . Best personal regards. 

Sincere 

Ralph G 
Directo 

IdV Esq. 
External A f f a i r s 
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HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL MUSEUM 

Miles LeriTian 
Chairman 
United States Holocaust 
Memorial Council. 

March 9, 1995 

President B i l l Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

On behalf of the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, i t 
i s my great honor to i n v i t e you to deliver the keynote address on 
Monday. May 8. 1995 at the 50th Anniversary Commemoration of V-E 
Day. The ceremony w i l l take place on the Museum's General Dwight 
David E-isenhower Memorial Plaza. 

V-E Day not only marked the end of h o s t i l i t i e s i n Europe --
i t also marked the end of the Holocaust. The months and weeks 
leading up to May 8, 1945, were punctuated with the l i b e r a t i o n of 
concentration camps throughout Europe by United States and A l l i e d 
forces. 

While Americans at home were j u b i l a n t about the l i b e r a t i o n 
of Europe from Nazi Germany, for the Survivors t h e i r personal 
l i b e r a t i o n was mixed with great joy and great sadness. Indeed, 
May 8 marked the beginning of a long journey of renewed l i f e for 
Survivors among the ruins of t h e i r families and communities. 

Among the speakers, our commemoration w i l l include a 
Liberator of Dachau and a Survivor of Buchenwald who was 
li b e r a t e d by Am'erican troops. We w i l l also pay homage to the 
American medical personnel and chaplains who played a c r i t i c a l 
r o l e i n healing-the bodies and minds of the Survivors. In 

• addition, we w i l l honor the Jewish Brigade who fought against the 
Nazis and who took part i n the l i b e r a t i o n of various camps. 

Fi n a l l y , the Museum w i l l present the Medal of Remembrance --
the Museum's highest award -- to Earl Harrison, posthumously. 
Mr. Harrison wrote a c r i t i c a l l y important report to President 
Harry Truman which exposed the p l i g h t and unbearable l i v i n g 
conditions of the Survivors i n the Displaced Persons camps. As a 
re s u l t . President Truman ordered an immediate improvement of the 
conditions at those camps. 

100 Raoul WiUenberg Place, S.W.. Washington, D.C, 20024-2150, Telephone (202) 488-0489, Fax (202) 488-2693 
1138-B Chestnut Avenue, VlneUnd, New Jersey 08360, Telephone (609) 691-7603, Fax (609) 692-3326 
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President B i l l Clinton 
Page 2 

We expect the Medal of Remembrance w i l l be accepted by Mr. 
Harrison's son. Earl Harrison, Jr. -- the Head of School of the 
Sidwell Friends School. We would be honored i f you would assist 
us with the presentation of the award. 

Mr. President, you have been a very close f r i e n d of the 
Museum since we opened our doors i n A p r i l of 1993. We have 
cherished your support, as well as so many members of your 
Administration. We hope you w i l l be able to j o i n us on May 8. 

Enclosed i s a b r i e f overview of our scenario f o r the 
program. Please have your Scheduling Office contact Mr. Ralph 
Grunewald, our Director of External A f f a i r s , at 202/488-2633. We 
look forward t o a positive response. 

Sincerely, 

Miles. Lerraan 
Chairman 
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ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATIONS WORKSHEET 
[As of ! March 22. 19951 

EVENT: LIBERATION IN EUROPE; THE HOLOCAUST ENDS 

DATE; Monday, May 8, 1995 
9:00 am - 10;30 am 

CONCEPTS & PROGRAM ELEMENTS: 

MONDAY. MAY 8. 1995: 
1. Program Concepts: 

Ceremony a t Museum (9:00 am - 10:15 am) 
Medal of Remembrance presented posthumously t o 
Ea r l Harrison 
Veterans groups i n v i t e d and honored 
Survivors i n v i t e d and honored 
Resistance Fighters i n v i t e d and honored 
Nurses and medical personnel i n v i t e d and honored 
M i l i t a r y Chaplains i n v i t e d and honored 
V i c t i m s remembered 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l & m i l i t a r y leaders 
F u l l m i l i t a r y c o l o r guards 
A l l i e d c o l o r guards/trooping of l i b e r a t i n g f l a g s 
US m i l i t a r y band and music 

2. Program a t Ft. Myer, VA (Summerall F i e l d ) f o l l o w i n g 
ceremony { s t a r t time: 11:00 am) 

3. Moment of Silence i n Museum (3:00 pm) 
4. Special preview of L i b e r a t o r s E x h i b i t i o n ( a l l day) f o r 

program attendees 

SPEAKERS: 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

6 . 

7 . 

I n v o c a t i o n and Remarks: Rabbi W. Gunther Plaut 
[Theme: experience as m i l i t a r y Chaplain a t Dora-
M i t t l e b a u w i t h US 104th I n f a n t r y D i v i s i o n ] 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n speaker: President B i l l C l i n t o n ? 
[Theme: defeat of e v i l and defense of l i b e r t y ; 
honoring US veterans, chaplains & medical 
personnel] 

Resistance: Miles Lerman 
[Theme: the heroism of the Resistance F i g h t e r s ] 

L i b e r a t i o n : F e l i x Sparks 
[Theme: l i b e r a t i o n of Dachau] 

Nurses and Doctors: Katherine P. Lynch 
[Theme: medical conditions at Dachau and 
Buchenwald] 

S u r v i v o r s : Samuel Pisar 
[Theme: l i b e r a t i o n at Buchenwald] 

S u r v i v o r s : Hadassah Rosensaft 
[Theme: l i b e r a t i o n at Bergen-Belsen; l i f e i n DP 
Camps and renewed l i f e afterwards] 
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8. Awarding of Medal of Remembrance to Earl Harrison 
posthumously -- Accepted by Earl G. Harrison. Jr. [Head 
of School, Sidwell Friends School] 

[Theme: US government recognition of appalling 
conditions i n DP camps] 

9. Benediction: Rev. George B. Woods 
[Theme: experience as m i l i t a r y chaplain at 
Woebellin] 

[NOTE: Underlined Names are confirmed] 

HOURLY AGENDA OF EVENT: VENUE: 

MONDAY. MAY 8. 1995; 
9:00 am - 10:15 am Eisenhower Plaza 
Program 

10:30 am 
Buses depart f o r 
Arlin g t o n National 
Cemetery 

(10:00 am - 5:30 pm: Private viewing of 
Liberators Exhibition for Program 
attendees wishing to remain at Museum) 

11:00 am - 12:30 pm Summerall F i e l d 
Program at . Ft. Myer, VA 
Ft. Myer, VA 

12:45 pm (approx.) 
Buses depart for Museum 

10:00 am - 5:30 pm 
Private viewing of 
Liberators Exhibition 
f o r Program attendees 

3:00 pm - 3:03 pm 
Moment of Silence Museum & Annex 


