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June 30, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR DiSTRIBUTION

FROM: The Office of Public Liaison

SUBJECT:  Fourth of July Recess Activities

Allied organizations are gearing up for activity throughout the Fourth of July Recess. We
wanted to give vou an idea of what some ot the groups will be doing. although we will
follow up after recess with a more specific account.

1. Health Care Reform Project

Call in days to Members of Congress in selected districts and states. These days will
be divided by constituency -- with July 5th for labor. 6th for health care providers, 7th
for senior citizens. and 8th for disability groups. children's groups and businesses.
Each participating organization is taking responsibility for generating 50 calls in each
state on the designated day.

Member groups will aggressively canvas Fourth of July parades. They have
developed lapel stickers. posters and cards/envelopes that have the message:
Guarantee Every American Health Care As Good As Congress Has. Canvassers will
ask people marching to hold up signs. write letters, call their Member, etc.
Traditionally, Members of Congress participate in these marches as well.

Thursday. July 7th has been designated Radio Talk Show Call In Day.

2. Th Term e 1

LTCC membership groups are sending out action alerts to encourage participation in
the Fourth of July Parades with health care literature and posters. They have
developed a two page flier to paper the parades calling for a New American
Independence with universal coverage and home and community based long term
care. AARP, Paralyzed Veterans of America and National Council of Senior Citizens

* traditionally have strong participation in these parades and are very energized about

this project.

Some are focused on radio talk show call ins; for example, National Multiple
Sclerosis Society.

LTCC has set up conference calls into its grassroots networks, particularly in the
Senate Finance states to energize members and to make sure they are active on the
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right message. It has shifted its message to universal coverage. advocating for long
term care only in the context of universal coverge.

3. National Education Association

o NEA is having its annual convention over July 4 break, and are making health care
reform the number one theme. Everyone at the convention (12,000 teachers) will be
asked to write a letter, call his or her member. and organize local meetings. The First
Lady is speaking there to underscore the message.

4. Business

o The Small Business Coalition for Health Care Refrom has launched a radio campaign
in Montana in particular to offer cover for Baucus. They are concentrating on district
visits with the Members over Recess. The pharmacists in particular are doing a lot of
local media. including radio talk shows.

o The Pre-Medicare Health Security Coalition and the National Leadership Coalition on
Health Care Reform have organized district visits over recess.

o The big businesses are organizing CEO and plant management meetings in the
district. inviting Members into their plants.

Most of our allied groups have the materials that the White House distributed to Members
of Congress with talking points and charts underscoring the need for health care reform
that achieves universal coverage and demonstrating popular support for universal
coverage.

In addition. most of the groups will attend all scheduled town hall meetings and plan to
follow Members of Congress around at scheduled public appearances where they have
been able to gather intelligence.
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'Health Care Reform Project ads
to target ‘obstructionist’ Cooper

Dy Paula Wade
Thw: Cancurapecial Appeal

NASHVILLE — Ncgatve ad-
vertising against U.S. Rep. um
Cooper begins tomorrow kfate-
wide, but not frum luy likely
U.S8. Senate opponent, Fred
‘Thumpsua. It's frum a national
cnalition an health reform.

The Health Care Reform
rvject, & cualition of major
corporations, Jubur univas, ud-
vacates for the disubled, und
civic groups, 18 launching & ra-
dio and newspaper ad cam.
puign in Memphis, Nashville
.J Chutllynouge uguinst
Caaper's market-based stance
on health reforin. The coalitien
is laheling Cooper 4 heslth cure
obstructionist and says he is
bring used by the medical iu-
dustry.

The campaign is almed at
pressuring Cooper toward the
‘coaliion’s poal of guaranteed
coveraye funded juiutly Ly iu
dividuals, goveeament und cig:

luycss. Couper has vowed to

ght uny plan tha! would rc-
quire employers to share
health care costs.

‘Thursday afterncon, Couper
lssued a statement saying he
intends to resist all eamployar
mandutcs and gny. plun that
wauld create a goveramcont
health care burcaucracy.

The conli-
tlon ncludcy
such diverse
wembers ae
Generul

* Motors Corp.

the League of

Womecen

Voters, the

Amenican College of 1'hysi-

cians, American Arsacistian of

Reured Versons, the AFL-CI10

and the Natlonal Multiple Scle-
rosie Society.

Kepresentauives of member
groupy suid ‘thuisduy they're
not {ntending this to b¢ 4 pohti-
cal artrack bhenefiting
Thompson ]

They nceded to find ¢ woy o
bring public nressure on
Cooper, whuse vule in the
House
Committey v seen us crucial as
various pauels on Capitot Ll
sift through health carc meas-
urcy, emburs sold.

PPat P'ust, vice clwirnen of
the Tennessec Lcaguc ol
Women Voters, said her organie
zalion is commitied o univer-
zal, puarantend cavorape.thar
i furdy und udeguotcly fund-
ed. Couper's plan deeau’t uffer
that, she swd.

“This type of public came-

aign ia ahout the 'mly tonl we

ave lefl bevause the medical
industry inteeenly we geally
coatrolliag s issue on Capliol

“We think be’'s been an obstructionist to true
health reform. Under bis plan, there would be

Just as many pevple withous tnsurance because
they'd bave to buy it. And al §5 an bour, you |

can’t afford to buy insurance.”

Don Driscoll, Service Workers tnion of America

Haill"
“We thiuk he's been an
qbstructionist to true health re-

form,” said Dan Driscoll of the .

Service Warkears tInion of
Amceics. ‘Under his plasm,
there would be just w muny
people withant {nzurance bde-
cauwe they'd have to buy it

-elderty
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And at $§ an hour, you can't
afford to buy inkurance ”

Dias C a Nashville
advecate for the disabled,
praised Cooper for attcmpting
to come up with a plan for long-
wrm care fur the ditabled und
, but suid it dovei't go
far enough. =~ -
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Cooper under f' ire from consumer group

Associated Press

NASHVILLE - Rep. Jim Cooper. sponsor of
one of several health care reform plans before
Congress, came under fire Thursday because
he doesn’'t want to force employers to pay for
insurance.

The Health Care Reform Project. a coalition
of groups ranging from the Alzheimer's Associ-
ation to the Voice of the Retarded, from labor
unions to the League of Women Voters, said
they want all Americans t0 have guaranteed in-
surance.

Spokesman Ed Doughenty told reporters that
the only way to guarantee universal coverage is
to require employers to pick up some of the
cost.

The group launched a three-week radio and
newspaper ad campaign in Memphis, Nashville
and Chattanooga in an attempt to get Cooper.
D-Shelbyville, to change his mind.

Members of the coalition said Cooper is 2
key vote on the House Energy and Commerce
Committee and he is acting as an "*obstruction-
ist”” to health care plans that include employer
itandates.

Dougherty said that members of Congress
are employed by Americans., who pay more
than 70 percent of their health care costs and
that workers should have that same \ype of cov-
erage.

But Cooper said in a news release that the
ccalition's campaign is an attack by libera
groups who are trying to distort his plan.

*The truth is my plan would make Tennes
seans’ health insurance the same as the insur
ance [ receive under the {ederali employe
system,”’ Cooper said.

“I have made it clear time and again 1 wil
oppose any plan that would harm small bus:
nesses through mandates.”” he added.
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WASHINGTON (AP) ~ As Pm-
dut Clinton and hwnakm
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in
ﬁeedy with K mey well be
timely th insurance
l‘orﬂnmlliouswbodon’thlvelt.
Clinlon's health proposal and
other Democratic plans laclude a
substantial employer mandate on
the theory that ;:"f,,w d:n‘(yth‘:
cover rone e
way l::? Ammamwlhudy get
their insurance — through their
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phone call from Hillary
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puﬂ:lepaymotlm tries. People
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" flrst lady I Rodham Clinton
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Clinton will be on the line- mwwmmmewm
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June 15, 1994

“Truth Squad’ of Disabled People
Shadows Cooper in Memphis

Memphis—A small contingent of disability-
rights activists handed out leaflets and discussed
rational health reform outside a Tennessee Bar Asso-
ciation luncheon Saturday where Democrat Jim
Cooper and Republican Fred Thompson traded
charges in their campaign for U.S. Senate. Calling
themselves a “truth squad,” the protestors urged
prompt congressional action on President Clinton’s
health plan and fingered Cooper for his role in trying
to “water down” the plan.

“Our organization is especially concemned that
long-term care be a central feature of national health
reform,” said Deborah Cunningham, vice president of
ADAPT of Tennessee. “Cooper’s record shows him to

¢ insensitive to the needs of persons with disabilities
‘\d older Americans, so we're here to el im that
' ust change.”

Cunningham held a sign in front of her wheel-
chair reading, “Is he Dr. Cooper or Mr. Gridlock”” as
Cooper came past and briefly acknowledged the
group. Cunningham told reporters Cooper is withhold-
ing his vote from a Democratic proposal in the Energy
& Commerce Committee, of which he is a member,
and is “standing in the way of progress.”

Union organizers joining ADAPT at the event
pointed out Cooper took $358,000 from individuals
linked to the health and insurance industries last year,
more than any other member of Congress. They
charged he is talking about reform but really just
wants to protect the status quo.

“Our members have been phoning lns office, and
they're told he is campaigning and doesn’t have time
for their concems,” said Cheryl Randolph of Service
Employees Union Local 205, a statewide union of
hospital and nursing home workers based in Nashville.

- “If he wants to represent Tennessee in the Senate, he
better find time to listen to the people about this
issue.”

“Cooper has painted himself as a leading con-

.gressional voice on health reform, but now he holds

Chns"CElseyulexﬂ:rqmmts,asADAPTof .
Tennssee Vice President Deborah Cunningham,
center, and Service Employees Local 205 leader
Chery!l Randolph send a message to Rep. Cooper.

the single vote blocking action,” said John Enagonio
of the Nashville-based United Paperworkers Union.
“It’s really justa clever form of obstructionism.”

The activists criticized Cooper’s stand opposing a
mandate that employers pay 80 percent of their work-
ers’ insurance. They said Cooper is really “coddling”
large businesses such as Wal-Mart and International -
Paper Co. that shift health costs onto individuals and
communities.

ADAPT is an organization of disabled people

‘that has fought for better access to public facilides and
jobs, and currently is fighting for attendant programs
as an alternative to institutionalization. The group in
January presented Cooper with a “Nursing Home-a- -
saurus,” representing the costly and inhumane nursing
‘home industry in Tennessee. Also, ADAPT activists in -
Nashville led a large February 17 march on Cooper’s
campaign office, which showed the widespread public
displeasure with Cooper’s own proposal for national
health reform.

P.O. Box 1475 - Nashwile. Tennessee 37202 -
VSl SIITIRVY
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La. representative’s
“health-care proposal

softens mandates

By JOAN MoKINNEY

~ Advacato Washnglon buresy

WASIHINGTON — A Loulsiunu congressman
cmerged as a inajor brokor on healthcare roform
Wodnesday when he unverled & plan to soften the ef-
fect of employer mandatsson amall businosscs.

But U.S. Rep. William Jefforson, D-New QOrleans,
also propowed two controversial trade-offs for help-
ing&inall busincsses.

One would scalc brck @ proposed tobucco (ax
incresae and auother would delay a now program of
long-terin health covorage for the elderly.

The budly divided Ways and Merns Comimiltec
probubly will vote toduy onJofTerson's smondment to
key henlth-varc legislation. )

Othor commities manibers suid the vote could be
crucial 1o the fale of heallh-care reform.

If the amendment passos, “iUs & prelty Kood index
tion that they (DemOCTats) aro going (o pusx n bill out

N

{1 See MANDATES, Page SA

D SUBSCRIBE! .

Mandates

_ CONTINUED PROM 1A

- of this committee.” sakd Republican
" Ways and Mcans momber Jim
McCrery, R-Shreveport,
“JolTerson's amendment is the key
{ﬁ. this deal that's being struck by

has “the
Elmer'sgiue” that can together
a ecritical xection of a besithcare

bill dealing with ocmployer
mandates.
Logiglation before tha comenitter

provides what President Clinlon
hasrequested: a mandate thet many
businesses pay 80 pereent of the
lume costs for their workers’

sith inmurance, with some ex-
emptions (or some sinall businesses,
JefTerson's

wagn workforces JofTerson uhwo
propokes a 1 pereont tex on
insarance premiums, instead of the
2 pereent tax in the legisistion
drafted by Wayr und Mesns
¢ Chalrman Sem Gibbons, D-Fla.
There are costs and revenuve-loss

conpequences, Jefferson propoass 8
three yoar deday for including long:
torm bosith care in the standerd
packagnof heullh carc bencfits. US.

Charies B. Rangel. D-N.Y.
warned that he might not be abic to
aceept thal delay.

Jefferson's proposced redicf for
small busincas ia designed o win the
volex of st leaxt two wavering Demwo-
craty: Jofferson himeolf and U8

would
© thon would incrosse, In stages, ax

Rep.Jim Hoagland, D-Neb

Both Jefforson and Hoaglsnd
coniend thel many smail bugincssos
cannot afford an expensive, new
employer mandate for work-based
henith insyrance.

But MeCrery contended that, by
the way Jeffermon hss structured
bis emondiment, many small busi-
nesson owners would be encouraped
to fiold down the pay of Lhoir low-
wage warkers.

Jeffetson's amendmont would
require tho smallest businesses
(with 25 or fewer workars) with the
lowest wage base (worker pay, on
averagr of $15,000) to only 40
porcent  of insurance
premiuma. jnstead of the 80 percent
mandated for larger and wealthier
busincsses.

The reguired insurance premium

e stzo of the business and the
value of wages increasod, under the
Jeffernon smendment.

The proposcd snsll-buciness
break {inally would disappenar for
businesses employing 61 or more
workers and 'mlm workers, on

proposal
was simed st U.8. Rep. LF. Paine,
D-Va. Psine's district has abowt
8,000 todacro farmers, and he
announced Wedncsday that he will
vole for Je{ferson s amendment.
Increassng the obsreco tax would
hetp pay for the government'sshare
of health care reform Joffarson's

amendivent  would raise e
cigaretio tax, in slages, from the
current 24 cents a packto 60 contas

While that is o tobacto iax
increaso, it ig far lexa than other
legisistive proposals President |-
Clinton requested a 75-cent Lax, and
thnu‘m Gibbons has proposed 90 {

Restraining the tobecco tax hiko,

us Jofferson “fs not the
right thing 0 do.” said Georgis
Democrat John Lawis”. .. Jjundreds

dthn_: sre dying ax & result of to-

baevo.
lLate Wedneaduy, Wuys and
Mesns Repoblicans reportediy

were devising & strategy (0 feak &
separate volo on Lhe tobatre Ixue,
hoping Lo split JefTarson’s conlition.

JofTerson said e Democrats
would ry to agree on a unified
stand for any saries of Republican-
sponsored votes, 83 well ax dlscuzs
sy necessary legisiative changes to
his amendmem should the GOP win

anyvoles
“Whal a dog fight,” ho raki.
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READERS’ VIEWS }

Women and health-care reform

Americans wan! a fundamental

change in the nation's dangerously
flawed heaith-care system. There’s a good
reason for the dissatisfaction. People are
frustrated by skyrocketing health-care
costs and scared of losing their heatth insur-
ance or being wiped out by a health carecri-
sis. The Congress, exhibiting the apeed of o
glacier, appeurs to have finally gotten the
message, and it now appears that reform
proposalsare snoving.

Women have a vital stake in henlth-care
reform. On average, they are poorer than
wmen, earning only 70 percent of what men
carn. By age 63, women are twice ss likely
as men o live in poverty. Because wotnen
work jrart time and move in and out of the
work force more often than men, they are
lcss likely to have their health insurance
covercd by their employcrs. Only 37 per-
cent receive direct employer health-care
coverage, compared with 56 percent of
working men. If women get insurance
through their spouscs, they are vidnerable
to losing benefits If they are divoreed, wid-
owed, or if the employer drops dependent
coverage.

Our current health-carc system short-
changes women. Income, employment and
marital statusdetermine health-care cover-
age. Nearly one in four prognant women in

Polls show that 88 pcrcent of

Must we push North Korea

Why did I not sec it before? [ have puzzled
over why the Clinton administration per-
sists in getting Mself into a box over the
refusal of North Korea (o allow complete
inspection of its nuciear facilities.

After all, as | understand it, belonging to
the International Atomic Energy Agency is
a voluntary matter. To cndeavor Lo force a
country L0 abide by a voluntary commit-
ment seems contrary to the spirlt of volun-
tarism. :

Yot the administration has been whoop-
ing it up for economic sanctions against
North Korea, knowing full well that that
country regards imposition of sanctions as
anactof war. Now, [belicve 1 know why.

The insight canme to mc as ] was reading
over the Special Report of Peter Grace's
Citlzens Against Government Waste. The
report gives hundreds of specific items Lo
cut government waste (not all of which 1
approve, though I do of the vast majority of
them), amounting to nearly $187 billion in
1985 and over $1 trillion in five years.

But among the major cuts are those tar-
geted at the Department of Defense —and |
mean major cuts, not simple little fat trim-

MNa .. . ... L

the United States gets late or no prenatal
care; and African-American women are
more than twice as likely as white women to
get no prenalal care.

Because women on average live seven
years Johger than men, we aro at greaster
risk of developing chronie discases which
require long-term care. Modicare and most
private insurance plans don't cover long-
term care. Until recently, medicul resenrch
has fatled to include women in major stud-
ies of heart disense, Lthe No. 1killer of
women.

Women must insist that whatever health-

care legislation is passed should meet five
goals: universul coverage; comprehensive
benefits, including primary and preventive
care, a full runge of reproductive services
and long-term care; a choice of providers;
accountability; and increased attention to
research on women's health needs.

The voices of special interest groups,
bucked by their well-financed political
actiovn committees, have been heard loud
and clear in the land. The voices of women
— a5 patients, as carcgivers, rRs mothers, as
volers — have been muted. It {s thne for
women to speak out for health-care reform

that meets ourneeds.
Roberta M. Madden
614 ParkBiwd.
Ruton Rouge

ming here and there. The CAGW's cuts arc
predicated on the elimination of the Cold
War. Well, with the Cold War no longer an
excuse for ever larger military budgets,
what can the Pentagon do to whip up enthu-
siasm for kecping from being reduced to
what it should be in peacetime?

The answer, now it scems clear tome, is

that it makes threatening gestures against
North Koreg, one of the apparent posses-
sors of nuclear capability.

If we do not have a Russian bogeyman any
longer, they scem to be saying, we shall
make the best case we can for keeping up
ourarmaments.

Other countrics with such capability
which are probably more voiatile than
North Korea, like India and Pakistan, arc
not largeted because they are “friendly.”
North Korca combines the speeter of com-
munism with potential threat of nuclear
war. Behold, then, the apparent rcason for
the war-mongering in the administration

Why could 1 not see that before?

Ralph Mason Dreger, Ph D
2108 Lee Drive
Baton Rouge
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san — 28- id
) year-old Rodney
B_nnu&o got the name of Melan-
con’s adoptive parents from the
Louisiana Voluntary Registry, an
agency that helps reunite willing
bmhcl:!cmu and the children they
p for adoption.
Her second step was wading
mgh the pool of Melancons in

aADA.
“I called all of the Melancons in
the Westwego and Jefferson Parish
ares. And then I remembered that

the adopti ts igi l.
the ¢ dé:::x :;m were originally :
See REUNION, nextpage ﬂ» 6Lé

e - D ——
g “a:gphy‘r reunion betwesn Bruscato ..

ix home. The pair was reunited 26 years after
' second chance,’ she says. :

, secret .
yark

- was one of about 400
1 who masqueraded
t in the Civil War.
day, the 130th anniversary
death of Sarah Rosetta
man, the private’s real
historians and Civil War
rathered for a reception in
not followed by a visit to
ive gt Chalmette National
ery. In & row of worn head-
, 8 recently scrubbed one
unply “Lyons Wakeman.”
vhen she died of dysentery

B
as men

Lauren Cook Burgess. left, and Ruth Goodier, the grest-

reat-niece of Sarsh Rosetta Wakeman, remove plastic
~ from a wreath to be piaced on the grave Sunday. .

STAFF PHOTO BY TED JACKSON
(a[ Lo( q‘(
et My UL ° , ° '
11 .
» | Official’s hopes dim
' aphe Polts : :
wresiniegs U2 ¢ | fOr health care reform
solit : ;
S R
_ Staff writer ,
L
en:l From his vantage in :‘ll:on M
, Rouge, state insurance regulator 4 whols. The percentage of unin-.
‘”{i George Rensudin is losing hope mMmh;rnhm&m
PUY ] that significant health care lems-  the rest of the country, for exam.-
uvid | lation will come out of Washing:  ple, and medical inflation in Lou-,
¢ ¥ | ton anytime eoon. isiana has outstripped the'
‘ ngdin.nlnmammtgm- national average. .
Wittiam wer | sioner Jim Brown's chief insur- So Rensudin encouraged!
thu | ance expert, is involved in t1Ying  when health canwr.:fom becare-
McCrossen steps 1Y - to correct the many health care g pressing national issus. Now,.
down as fire chief problems in Louisiana. however, he says the prospect for
‘Aprit 1, 1088 (xel! Generally, the problems faced  gignificant changs is dwindling.’
iy o ow by Louisiana are more severe .
Ciern 3t \:m‘h ‘h}: ::';‘i e than those faced by Americans as See HEALTN, next page:

keon Barracks in St. Ber-
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stein. [t contained several insccu-
rate statements, the most serious
of which was that Sugimoto’s
teucher, Kentaro Yano, studied
fur two years under Einstein at
Princeton University.

‘This is an utter impossibility
because Einstein was nevor a
professor at Princeton.

This pretended association
with Princeton is a myth created
lor some unknown resson by
Einstein and his high-powered
public relations organization. For
instance, the jackets and fore-
words of almost all books by him,
and several books about him,
contain some remark about
Princeton University and then
continue with: “Mr. Einstein is
prufessor emeritus at the Insti-

tute for Advanced Study at-

Princeton.”

The truth is that the Institute

fi ced Study hus no con-
with Princeton Univer-

. It is a strange little school

LA HEALTH CARE C

above sentence, Einstein implied
that the Institute was a part of
Princeton University when it was
not.

The ever-present photographs
of Einstein walking across the
Princeton campus with books in
his arms aiso further the improe-
sion. Anyone can walk across the
campus at Princeton or at almost
any other university in this coun-
try.

I have a letter from Princeton
University denying any involve-
ment with the Institute for Ad-
vanced Study or with Albert
Einstein except for aliowing him
to rent the Princeton Auditorium
one night for a paid lecture
shortly after he camo (o this
country from Switzerland.

Wasn't it Napoleon who said
that history is a collection of lies
that have come o be regarded as
the truth?

George indest Jr,

New Orieans

In reply to Marcus Carson’s

June 9 letter (“Breaux: statesman

or politician?”), he is correct:

There is a difference hotween a
politician and a statesman.

In my opinion, huwever, ( 1
was not poulled by Svuthern
Medin & Opinion Research last
month) there is not health care
crigis to solve. There are only
esome left-wing politicians like
President Clintun and Hillary
who want to take over the heaith
care and medical professions and
¢reate a new monster-bu-
reaucracy with branches all over
the country and “executive direc-
tors” such as Mr. Carson.

Where in our Constitution
does it say we need Lo provide
health care for everyone? As | re-
call, only the right to life, Liberty
and the pursuit of happiness are
guarunteed. '

How can 1 pursue happiness if
the government conlinues to de-
mond more and more of the
money on which I have to live Lo
fund new government ‘“‘man-
dutes™

Clinlon's health care scheme is
just another ides dreamed up by
politicians to fo,co a new ontitle-

i

E—

—

health care scheme

ment program on American 80-
ciety. Why should anyone else
have to pay for my prescription
or my backache? Why shouid [ or
snyone else have Lo wait until
some government bureaucrst de-
cides whether [ should be entitled
to heart surgery and, if so, when
and by whom performed?

Does Sen. John Breaux or Mr.
Carson really believe the Ameri-
can pevple want another federal
program diminishing their free-
dom and dictating to them what
they may or may not do to satisfy
their own heaith needa?

How can Mr. Carson or any-
one else call such a denial of free-
dom an act of “statesmanship™®
Politicians who would seek tu im-
pose such universal restrictiona
now called “mandates” on the
American people and at the same
time say they are "helping” us
ought to be thrown out of office
the next time they dare to seek
re-election.

If Sen. Breaux has cume to ac-
cept this arrogant “better solu-
tion” to & non-existent crisis, he
has indeed tuken a pant step in
the wrong direction.

Juliette C. Kiein

FROM 9843873431
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realized it was my car, got in
touch with me. She watched the
car all morning until the police
and the tow truck arrived,

The only thing missing from
the car was our infant car seat —
and I'm hoping the thieves will at
least put it to good use and
maybe protect a child who would
otherwise be in danger.

My thenks to both Val Cupit
and Letha Verret. Both are citi-
zens who care enough to make
our city a better place to live.

Margeret Dubuisson
WVUE News Anchur

Dollar price
on principle

New Ortoans

Re: Louisiana’s choice whether

to concede Medicaid funding of
rape or incest abortions.

‘ recent Times-Picayune ar-
ticle discussing the issue sug-
geated that the number of rape
and incest abortions performed
in Louisiana is extremely amall,
possibly two or three each yoar.

The article did not add the coral- -

lary, that with Medicaid (unding
those n will surely riee.

Nothing is bettsr proved than
that subsidization increases inci-
dence. With Medicaid funding
eveilable, more Louisiana women
will procure abortions of their ba-
bies, balies who otherwise would
live, babies whoee innocent lives
are not less worthy bocause of &
parent’s misconduct.

Let there be no misunder-
standing of the moral positivns of
the state and federal govern-
ments in the dispute. If, on moral
grounds, Louisiana refuses to
fund rape or incest abortions, it
will be the federa! government,
not Louisiana, that halts genersl
Medicaid funding to those enti-
tled to it by law.

It will be the fedoral govern-
ment that withholds funds paid
to i:w l:)alLoumd iana and husinesees
for icaid purposes.

It will be the federal govern-
ment that demands we disobey
our consciences but asks how we
can allow the enormous suffering
it itself inflicts when we refuse.

It is a very nice argument. It
asks the dollar prico we asaign to
woral principle. : _

It requires Louisiana to anawer
this threat posed by the federal
government: ] will withhold mil-
lions of dollars from your blame-
less sick unless you join me to
subsidize an act you consider
murder. What is your answer?

‘Fred A. Wild 111
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Clinton open to health-care ‘triggers’

By JW% ABRAMS
Associoted Proes wiiler

WASHINGTON — The White House
might be open to various "“trigger” mecha-
nimns being proposed in Congress as a
means of phnsing in universal heajth care
coverage, presidential adviser David Ger-
gen said Sunday.

President Clinton "is open to any
mechanism that gets us to universal cov-
\'lrm," Gergensind on CBS' “¥ace tho Na-
tion.”

Thobottom line for Clinton is"at the end
of the day, within a few yoars, will ovory
Amorican have a gusrantee. will every
American be able to count on having
heaith insuranco,” he said.

Sen. John Breaux, N-la., and other
ewmocratic moderates have {ntroduced
the idea of triggers as a wey of gotting
around the divisive tssue of whether to
inandate that cmployers pay lor their
workers’ hesith insurance.

One plan would have mandates autlo-
mattcally kick in at a cortain date in the
future if market megsuros fail to achieve
the proscribed level of universal or near-
untversal covernge. Another would simply

-lewve it to future congressionsl action if

that coverage isn't obtained. A thivd (rig-
ger {uvored by Republicans would require
individuals, but not businesses, Lo buy in-
surance.

“The issue is not the trigger.” Gergon
said. “The lssue is not one mechanism ver-

sus ancther mechanism. The issue is not’
sven the empioyer mendates. The issue is

what is thobest way and can we find a way
toget to universal cove
te Minority Robert Lole

s

g€&We're moving into the
fourth quarter and, like, the

score is 0-0, and you don't

need the cheerleaders on the

fleld. You need your major

players out thers trying to get
It done.9Y

— Sen. John Breaux, D-La.

on heelith care reform

-called triggers “the biggest gimmick in

town.” 110 said they would only delay the
avontual onset of employer rtandates, and
that such mandates would hurt amasil
budneau.

“It you 're going to have a mandate, just
$3y you're going L0 have 3 mandato,” he
said Sundsy on CNN's “Late Edition.”

" "Don't try 1o, you know. gloss it ug, cover it

up, paiatit upor soincthing eloe.”

Dole seld Ssturday in Boston that he
would oppose any bill mandating that em-
ployers pay for workery' health insurance.
On Sunday he sald some had misconstruod
Hiscomiments as threatening afilibuster.

“I mean I'm going Lo fight the bill and try
to change It, try to amond It, try o clurify
{8, iry to knock oul empioyer mandates,”
sald Dole, R-Ken. “It may be zo0 bad you'd
have to cnd up in a filibuster, but cortainty
we're pot at that pclntyct.woroalong
way from deciding sny strategy.”

Breaux, a tu on NBC's "Mest the
Pross.” s

concepthad been y positive.

the respunse to his trigger:
generall

“By phasing in these requiroments, |
t we'll have @ chance to roform the
marketplace. It docsn't do us any good to
mandate somothing until we've reformed
It," heasid.

Bresux also urged the administration to
beeome imore involved in crafting the leg-
ixlation now moving alowly through com-
mittees in the Houve snd Sonats.

"We're moving inlo tho fourth quarter
and, like, tho score 13 0-0, and you den't
naed the cheerlesders on the flold. You
noed your mqor playors out there trylng
togetitdone, ' Breaux said,

ile satd Clinton iz actively lnvolvcd
rometimes calling at 11 or 12 at night to
discuss health corc. “But 1 think he has to
have a tcam with a central focus who can
cutthe desl, if you want to use that phrase,
who can actuslly say, ‘We will sccept this
but not that™ '

White House Doputy Chicf of Stafl
Harold Ickes, interviewed after Breaux on
NBC, countered that the administration ix
fully engaged in the heaith care debato.
But he said It was still too early to get -
volved inthefine print.

“We are notl micromansging this lcgisie-
tive process.” hesaid.

The Democrats said they hoped Ronub
licansin the end will play a positive role in
passing hcalth care rcform thix yeor,
despite Dole’s opposition to any bill thwt
contains employer mandates.

“This couniry has been trying to climb
what is the Mount Evorest of Amorican
politica, henith care reform, for 60 yoers,”
Gergen said. “We've como farther up tho
mountain than st any time we've ever
donao in the past, and thigis tho wrong timn

. to talk about going down the mmountsin and

starting all over again.”
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Support for single-payer plan

hile The Advocate has generally

done a good job in covering the

health-care issue, I was surprised
by the absence of all the local news media
from a health-care debate on May 14 spon-
sored by the American Legislative
Exchange Council and U.S. Rep. Richard
Baker, R~ Baton Rouge. This was one of the
top local news stories of the day, in my opin-
ion.

There were several plans debated that
day, including the single-payer plan spon-
sored by U.S. Rep.Jim McDermott, D-Wash,,
and U.S. Sen. Paul Wellstone, D-Minn,

Many regard this plan as “government-
controlled” health care, as does ALEC.

Single-payer does not mean government
control and would not require patients to
stop seeing their own health-care providers.
Neither is single-payer “socialized medi-
cine.” .

Under single-payer, the federal gov-
ernment would replace insurance coin-
panies as American's health-care insurer.

This plan would not eliminate privately
owned hospitals or physicians in private
practice. -

Doctors and hospitals would not work for

" the government under this plan. It is the

only plan providing full, equal coverage (as
opposed to access)at a savings.] recently vis-
ited an uncle and aunt in Arkansas, who

A

W

maintained a double-income househoid for
decades.

They were always very frugal and man-
aged tobuild arespectablenestegg -

He is now in the hospital, and she isina
nursinghome. -

Under our wonderful “free-market” sys-
tem, these expenses will probably wipe out
their life savings.

Such barbarism would not happen under
single-payer, which would cover everyone,
as opposed to the Clinton plan, which favors
the employed and requires the unemployed
to pay a significant portion of their premi-
ums.

The Cooper-Breaux “managed-care” plan
will provide only small, short-term savings
while burdening us with high deductibles
and co-payments. The Republican and so-
called “bipartisan” plans are even worse.

Do not let the health-care and insurance
special interests dictate where, when or
why you can see a doctor and how much
you'll have to pay for treatment and medi-
cine. .

If you want better coverage for less
money, support the American Heslth
Security Act (H.R. 1200), also known as the
McDermott-Wellstone single-payer plan.

Walter McClatchey Jr.
738 Ray Weiland Drive
Baker



By Julie Speider _

The American Hospital Association is
expected to hit the Milwaukee airwaves
the week of June 13 with a natioawide
campaign lo sway key congressmen (0
support the association’s positions on
health reform.

AHA and its state and locel affiliates —
the Wisconsin Hospital Association and the
Haspital Council of Greater Milwaukee —
plan to target U.S. Rep. Gerald Kleczka's
4th Distdct with TV commercials criticiz-
ing a proposal to cut hospitals’ reimburse-
ment under the federal Medicare program.

Kleczka is a member of the House Ways
and Mcans Commiittec, which began con-
sidering a drafl of a health care bill June 9.

The association’s main beef with Kleczka
is his support of a measure calling for limit-
ing Medicare reimbursemnents to hospitals as
a way (0 help finance a national health plan.

T he 50; i1eS S

The 30-sccond spot suggests that if
Congress reduces hospitals’ Medicare re-
imbursement rate to 71 percent of their
charges, hospitals may have lo cut aeces-
sary medical care.

Kleczka called the ad *‘misleading,
false and asinine.’* He said he didn’t
know where AHA came up with the 71
pereent figure. _

““The cuts we’re talking about in Medi-
care now arc minimal to providers,”” he
said.

Mecdicare now is reimbursing hospitals
to *“the tune of 89 percent of their billing .

.. 1If we were to pay 100 peroent of ev-
ery hospital bill, the Medicare program
couldn’t print moncy fast enough,’’ he
said. :

Kleczka has not endorsed any onc spe-
cific reform bill, but favors uaiversal cov-
crage and » mandate on employers.

Journal

Hospital .group targets Kleczka vy,
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Summary: Some believe the Oregon senator may be the one to
fashion a behind-the-scenes bipartisan compromise

As time slips away from Congress, Oregon’s Sen. Bob Packwood
stands to play an increasingly pivotal role in the desperate search
for consensus on health-care reform.

Packwood, under the cloud of a sexual misconduct probe that at
times left him a Senate pariah, is now looked to as one of the key
players who can lead lawmakers out of the health-care morass.
Although Packwood’s ability to her senators on board has been
diminished by the 18-month ethics investigation, he still is
considered the Republican most likely to work out the fine points
-- behind the scenes -- of a bipartisan compromise.

"We’'re at a critical time in the debate," said Charles Leonard,

* a spokesman for the Health Care Reform Project, one of the major
lobbying coalitions of unions, businesses, medical providers and
consumers. "Senator Packwood could help break the logjam and
breathe new life into the debate."

- Agreement hard to come by

There are five panels overseeing health care, but four can’t
agree on a proposal that anyone in Washington believes has a real
chance of passage. Most now see the Senate Finance Committee, on
which Packwood serves as the ranking Republican, as the last and
best hope for comprehensive health-care reform.

Aides to Packwood and Finance Committee Chairman Daniel PFacrick
Moynihan have been meeting since the start of the Memorial Cay
recess two weeks ago to work out a broad outline for compromise.

According to Democratic and Republlcan aides privy to the
dlscuss1ons, the most llkely compromise would call for a variaty of

of bringing about coverage of more Americans. Employers wou.d ze
required to help pay for workers’ insurance only if goals f:cr
reaching universal coverage were not met.

The reforms would likely include requiring insurance ccmganies
to offer all residents of a community the same basic rate an1
barring insurers from charging more for pre-existing condiz:.::ns or
dropping someone once they become sick.

"There’'s a whole dynamic. If Finance moves, the House m:3n:
start moving," Leonard said.

Leonard’s group favors President Cllnton 8 proposal, buz -2
says the compromise reportedly being discussed by Finance ::..d be
acceptable to his group if it ensures that all Americans are
covered and manages to get employers to help pay for it.

- Ads target key players

* The Health Care Reform Project addressed Packwood and n.-=
. other key players in the House and Senate with full-page neeacaper



ads over the Memorial Day recess.

Packwood doesn’t talk to The Oregonian as a matter of policy
and refused through an aide to discuss his committee’s work on
health care. He told The Associated Press on May 26 that he
believed the committee could come up with a bipartisan plan.

"It will be ‘a middle-of-the-road bill and both sides will be
pulled toward the center," Packwood told The Associated Press.

One need look no farther than the Oregon delegation to see the
difficulty facing Congress in reaching a consensus.

Three of five House members of the Oregon delegation have
endorsed different health reform plans. Democratic Rep. Mike
Kopetski is leaning toward a fourth, and, across the Columbia River
in Southwest Washington, Democratic Rep. Jolene Unsoeld is backing
a fifth.

- Health care package complex

-The debate over health care is so complex that even some
lawmakers don’'t always understand the intricacies of the bill
they’'re on record as endorsing. And members are sometimes
deliberately vague -- referring to a payroll tax, for example, as
simply "an assessment." ,

Still, Rep. Ron Wyden, in his seventh term and widely viewed as
one of Capitol Hill’s experts on the intricacies of health care,
said he believed consensus was within reach. Wyden serves on the
House Energy and Commerce Subcommittee on Health, which has so far
deadlocked over health-care reform.

In interviews over recent weeks, Wyden has outlined a
compromise similar to what is now under discussion by the Finance
Committee. Wyden says he believes such a compromise could brldge
. the. gap between liberal Democrats who want quick and aggressive
action to ensure that low-wage workers and the poor get health
coverage and conservatives who are wary of government intervention
and want to rely on market reforms.

"You’re setting a date certain when you’ve got to have
universal coverage . . ." Wyden said. "But the market-reform people

get first crack at it.
' Oregon Republican Sen Mark O. Hatfield opposes forc1ng
businesses to pay for health coverage for workers but said in an
interview last week that he might support such a compromise if it
included adequate subsidies for small businesses.

Hatfield is not optimistic about the chances for major reform
this year but says he’s "not without hope," noting that during his
27 years in office, he has "seen things come together at the last
moment before."

If a plan is approved, it may well include a provision Hatfield
co-authored with Democratic Sen. Tom Harkin of Iowa, which has won
broad bipartisan support and has been attached to both major
Democratic and Republican proposals. The Hatfield-Harkin provision
would put 1 percent of the 1nsurance premiums collected into a
medical research fund.

"The ultimate cost containment is cure," Hatfield said. "ESither
from an economic or humanitarian point of view medical research has
to be part of any medical reform."
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Compromise may get health reform

passed, but who

Associated Press

e

WASHINGTON — As Prosi-
dent Clinton and lawmakers
begin to make deals on health
reform, the requirement that
employers pay their workers’
- insurance seems likely to be
left in the dust. Sacrificed
along with it may well be
timely health insurance coves-
age for the millions who don’t
have it.

Clinton’s - health proposal
and other Democratic plans in-
clude a substantial employer
mandate on the theory that the
easiest way to cover everyone
is by expanding the way maost
Americans already get their
insurance - through their
jobs.

But the concept has been
battered on Capitol Hill. where
business lobbyists flock daily
to oppose it. Many lawmakers
say they won’t vote for any hill
that includes mandates. So the
buzz word of the moment is
“‘trigger’’ — a mechanism that
would go into effect only if
goals of covering uninsured
Americans are not met.

In other words. a bill would
be passed without an employer
mandate, and the requirement
would be imposed only if other
reforms failed to bring more
Americans into the health in-
surance foid.

Three members of the Sen-
ate Finance Committee —
ranking Republican Bob Pack-
wood of Oregon, Sen. John
Breaux, D-La., and Sen. Kent
Conrad, D-N.D., have recently
floated trigger proposals.

They argue that a health re-
form bill can't be passed if it
includes an employer man-
date, so why not pass a hill

will be left out?

without one first and then put

gne in later if necessary.

T e auestion is. when
you've gol 3 detesmingd group
of people —~ restaurateuee
small business, retailers —
who are passionate in their ob-
jection. who feel this is going
to drive them out of business,
is the country served by jaum-
ming this down their throat
{now?" Packwood said recent-
Y. 1

“"We will come to it in
three, four, five years. Is that
a long time ia the history of
the republic?”

The threat of a future man-

date combined with insuraace
reforms and competition in the
marketplace would go a long
way, they say. to get insurance
to a large chunk of the esti-
mated 39 million Americans
currently without coverage.
. Banning insurers from re-
fusing, those with pre-existing
conditions, for instance, would
bring in many people who need
health insurance but dont
have it. Making insurance por-
table. so people couldn't lose 1t
if they lost or left their jubs.
would also help. Putting smali
employers and individuals to-
gether in insurance purchasing
pools would also help make it
affordable.

And,. more importantly,
according to Breaux. the
changes would stop much of
the spiraling cost of heailth
care, a key impetus for health
reform. ,

Opponents of slow, volun.
tary change say it will leave
many people without insur-
ance. They also say real re.
form of the insurance sysltem
won't happen unless universal
coverage is instituted.
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Democrats accuse
GOP of blocking
health care reform

Associated Press

. WASHINGTON — In an at-
mosphere of intense partisan-

. ship, House Democrats

charged Republicans on Fri-
day with obstructing passage
of health reform legisiation.
GOP Whip Newt Gingrich
called for a compromise
stripped of President Clinton's
**big government’" approach.
- While Democrats labor to
advance Clinton's proposal
through balky committees,
Gingrich said he had urged
Republicans in the House to
forget about improving it.

*To say. ‘'Why don't you go
for 40 percent socialized medi-

"cine instead of 100 percent so-

cialized medicine’ goes against
everything our constituents be-
lieve in,” he said. “'His bill is
dyml."

But Democrats pounced on
his attitude as evidence of ob-
structionism on the top item on
the administration's agenda.

- House Speaker Thomas Fo-

- léy said House Republicans

were pursuing a strategy of

“flat opposition to achieving
health care legislation.”” and
added that their ‘‘mask of co-
operation” had been removed.

Majority Leader Richard
Gephardt, D-Mo., told report-
ers that Gingrich's strategic
advice showed the '‘Bepubli-
can effort seems to bg to stop
any bill.” -

The Democrats leveled
their attacks as the Repubii.
can National Committee an-
nounced it was airing a radio
advertisement aimed at Rep.
Peter Hoagland, D-Neb.. for

-voting to uphold a requirement

that most employers help fi-
nance health insurance for
their workers. *This mandate
with its huge payroll tax will
hurt the economy and cost
jobs.” said the ad.

In a telephone interview,
Hoagland said the ad was part
of a Republican strategy of de-
feating all health reform mea-
sures. It pulls out one small
piece of the health care set of
issues... and casts it in an ex-
tremely misleading light.”' he
said.
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.‘For farmers’

"1 have attended four rece:!
.town meetings (Saltville, Men-
dota, Dungannon, and Castle-
wood) during which Ninth Dis-
trict Rep. Rick Boucher stated a
number of times that he oppoees
a tobacco tAx increase. '
Congressman Boucher esti-
mates that approximately 25
percent of the citizens of the dis-
trict are without health care
benefits (1ncluding many tobacco
farmers -uil their {amilies) and

Bristol Herald Courier:Virqinia-Tennessean Page 8A

Rules for writers

Letters ta The peopic's
column are invited. All let-
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verification, telepbone

. Letters should be
mailed to: The People’s Col
umn, Bristol Newspapers,
P.O. Box 609, Bristol, Va.
24203. :

he does support heaith care cuv-
erage for all citizens. | have long
been an advocate for heulth care
reform, and [ commend Bancher
for his efforts to assist our to-
bacco farmers. - \
Less than 10 percent of the
members of Congress represent
tobacco farmers. There is a na-
tionwide trend to ban the pro-
ductien and use of tobacco prod-
ucts; public support against the
use of tobacco products is over-
whelming. _
School programs tout the ills
of the use of tobacco prodwcts.
Nationwide concern over the cx-
posure to second hand cigarette
smoke dominates bans on smok-
ing. Physicians and other health

Berry's World
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sfficials continuously warn
about the devastating heulth ef-
{ects of exposure to and the use
of tobaccu products. Yes, the to-
bacco industry is under siege.
But Boucher's efforts to assist
tobacco farmers includes transi-
tion monies for tobacco farmers
in any legislation that might in-
volve increases or penaities on
tobaceo products.

Rick Boucher has been, and
continues to be a friend to all
farmers in our district.

Sam Church
Appalachia, Va.
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Tobac?:o lobby
still formidable

By CAROL JOUZAITIS
Chicago Tribune

WASHINGTON — It has been a nightmare of a
year for the tobacco industry, pummeled by a
wave of local smoking bans in public buildings.
proposals for higher cigarette taxes and allega-
tions of nicotine-spiked cigarettes. ' o

But despite the assault of negative publicity,-
even the most ardent anti-smoking crqsa_nders con-
cede that reports of the Marlboro Man's death arc

greatly exaggerated.

While cracks are beginning to show in the in-

dustry’s influence, tobacco remains one of the -
richest and most powerful lobby machines on Ca- .
pitol Hill. With .hefty campaign contributions. a i

Please see DESPITE, page QA
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Continued from Page 1A
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Mo man, b

lobby is still very wwerfull.nx:l:
8 3erious mistake to underest;.
mate its political cloyt.”* - -

many proposed tax increas

over the years, keeping the fe::
Tal 24 cent-a-pack levy among
the l-Ml.owest in the industriai

With all the public sentiment
gainst smoking, tobaceo s
384 seen as 3 politically expe-

t source of revenue 1o g;.
pance health care reform, gy

amount of the tax, which
rette sales, remains unidecided.

A House subcommittee pec-

and Means Committee last
week slashed that proposal to 69
cents. The committce will vote
on it later this year.

Other major anti-smoking

.proposals, including a federal]

smoking ban in most public
buildings and a measure autho-
rizing the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration = to regulate
cigarette manufacturing and
sales, are considered long shots
this year.
Despite a mountain of re
search suggesting smoking is
| o Americans’ health,
just three significant anti-tobac-
co bills have passed Congress in
the last 20 years. Two of those
outlawed smoking on domestic
airline flights and the other
strengthened the warning labej
on cigarette packages. _
The airplane smokung prohi-
bitions were approved in legis-
lative maneuvering that
bypassed commuttees where to-
bacco defendcers held sway
Durbin and Rep Mike Syn-
ar, D-Okla.. tried a simuar tac-

tic this week, tryung to force a |

House vote on a measure autho- )

nzing the FDA to oversee ciga-
rettes as if they were 3
prescription drug. The attempt
to offer the bill as in amend-
ment t0 an agnculture appro-
priations bill was rejected.

“While the tobacco lobby
may have won thiy dattle, regu.
lation is inevitable Durbin
said.

Hardly a day soes by with-
out a shot being [ired in the to-
bacco battie. be t« 4 public
hearing on the health effects of
secondhand -mose -eparts al-
leging the industn = nipulates
nicotine conlent & Jarettes or
state attempts 5 ~cup the



LwGs &7 /-l

Medicare costs of smoking-re-
lated disease. Tobacco compa-
nies have rushed to defend
themselves with full-page ad-
vertisements and slick public-
relations campaigns. -

“Whether all this talk trans-
lates into Congress having the
guts to do something, the jury
is still out,” said Gene Karpin-
ski, executive director of the
U.S. Public Interest Research
Group. :

The tobacco industry, which
contributed $24 million to
members’ re-election efforts in
1991-92, still has numerous de-
fenders in Congress. And many
of them are on key committees.

Since Jan. 1, according to
Federal Election Commission
filings, the industry has given
more than $1 million in dona-
tions for this year's congressio-
nal campaigns.

Thomas Luria, a spokesman
for the Tobacco Institute, as-
serted: that the contributions
are overshadowed in size by
multibillion-dollar donations
from the political action com-
mittees of other industries. in-
cluding health care.

“When any industry contrib-
utes money, they're participat-
ing in the democratic process.”
Luria said.

Among the most powerful of
the pro-tobacco forees is Rep.
Tom Bliley of Richmond, Va.,
where Phillip Morris Cos. is a
large employer. As ranking Re-
publican on the House Energy
and Commerce committee, Bli-
ley controls GOP votes on the
panel and has been an outspo-
ken opponent of two anti-smok-
ing measures pending there.

Bliley accepted a tmal of
$66,190 from the four largest to-
bacco PACs from 1987 to 1993,
more than any other member of
Congress. according to U.S.
Public  Interet  Research
Group. :

In the Senate, unlike the
House, smoking is still per-
mitted in designated areas.
largely due to the influence of
the Democratic whip, Sen. Wen-

A

dell Ford of tebacco-producing
Kentucky.

Such well-positioned support-
ers have enablcd the tobacco
lobby to fend off anti-smoking
measures by quietly killing
them in various committees.

“Tobacco lobby influence
has ensured that members of
Congress rarely have to actual-
ly vote against policies de-
signed to fight tobacco
problems,”’ said a 1993 report
on the tobacco lobby by two
watchdog groups, Public Citizen
and the Advocacy Institute.

“Usually ~such policies are
scuttled
abandoned even before they are
introduced,” said the report, en-
titled *'How the Tobacco Lobby
Suffocates Federal Health Pol-

Public Citizen also found “a
consistent correlation’’ between
industry contributions and op-
position to tobacco control bills.

But there are signs that the
tobacco lobby, like the gun lob-

by before it, has begun losing

its strong grip on Capitol Hill. -
Last month, even supporters of
the proposal were surprised .
when a House subcommittee on
health and environment ap-
proved a bill to outlaw smoking
in stores, airports, offices and
other public places.

It was the first anti-tobacco|
bill in 10 years to be endorsed '
by the committee, which has |
scuttled numerous others.

This time, more aggressive
lobbying by  anti-smoking
groups swayed some members,
such as Rep. Scott Klug, R-
Wis.. who voted for the bill af-
ter an anti-smoking group in his
home state lambasted him for
opposing it. Yet with health
care, anti-crime and other high-
er-priority imtiatives filling
Congress’ agenda, there's little
optimism the bill will go any
farther this year.

The vote underscored the
continued influence of tobacco
money. An analysis by US.

Public Intercst Research Group |

found that. on average, House

in subcommuttee or

Sqnd gy 11Ty

“The tobacco lobby is work-
ing on Capitol Hill harder than
ever lo protect its turf. They.
will stop bills. They will change
bills,” Durbin said. |

“By the end of the year i
there won't be a lot of changes.

'm sure the public wi_ll step’
back and say ‘Wait a minute. 1
thought you had them on the
ropes. | thought this fight -was_
over.’
“Believe me, it's not,” DwZ
bin said. -_-
————SEEEOEEENR:

members who voled against the
bill received $22.499 each in

~campaign coatributions from
large tobucco PACs.

That's five times as much as '
the average received ($4 514) by
those who voted for it.
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—ByLAURA B McFADBEN
. Btafi Writer
“'Dr, Carl Clark’s signs o:ld it

all.

»*“Health care is expensive.”
~*Money {s the ¢l of tha busi-
ness” ‘

“Forms jam the worka.” .

The Danville physician's les-
eons ehout heslth care ryform
may have drawn sppredcalive
Lnughgun ttlhudng inptl l'oan Mon-

ay. But cations yore
earious and far from llmple:‘v

Rather than continue wres-

tling with a bureaucracy thet -

drained his internal medicine

practice of money and time ded-

" icatedto care, Clark dosed his of-
fige doors.

He's now working in the emer-

gency rosm at Danville Regiona)

Maedical Centar.
w(!lnrl;l :’u but one : mmw

o8 o E'huﬂd-
with the nation's health care ays-
tam during the forum, whichwas
sponsored by the hospilal end
held at Avarett Celloge.

Local .panelists representing
ind and consumer interests
outlined concerns about health

- cgre reform to Rep. LP. Payns
Jr., D-fth.

Payne s directly {nvolved in
the writing of & haalth care re-
lorm measure because he site on
Uhe curasmuttes. Ways and Meana,
changed with thal responsilnlity.

For businesses and industries,
the cost of health care draws do)-
lars awny from equally deserving
initiatives, said John Hunnicutt,

. bying for heel

vice prosident of Dibrell Broth-

ore.

Any reform plan needs to im-
prove accoss and preven-
tive care, an well as teduce ad-
ministrative costs, Hunnicutt
added. Cost controls won't work,
but some actien is needed to
bring down the cost of technolo-

"Jlullbun Hunnicutt eald,

| “is the only industry T know

where increases in techmology

causes an increase in costs.”
Consumer advocates sivessed

the need for so-called “universel

' coverage,” where noone would be
insurance,

supperts a reform plan that
gusrantees acoess but not uai-
verzal coverage.

| —Yith the 50th saniversapyss,
' D-Day, much is being said sbout

America’s "can-do aititude,” said
John Wancheck, s Raled o N,Cﬂ
fleld repressntative for Families
soalth cars refocen thet
OAre re| that
'ﬂch_w‘“ unl‘:.uhn.l coverage.
‘e can do what our industri-
al csmpetitiors hln‘:lnorno. b:t:e

can do it our A
caid way,” Wancheck

Some at the forum raised fun-
damental questions regarding
reform.

How, for instance, will Con-
greas deal with the high cost of
proacription drugs, which foroes
some poaple {0 choose between
z:;u or taking their medica-

Charlene Hanson, director of
the city’s year-old free clinic, said
re are many human “time
bombe" in Danville who can't af-
ford to take medication for ensily

ocontrollsble conditions such es

diabetes or high blood pressure.
“It makes hoart cry.”

Hanson said, listening to pleas

“for halp on the clinic’s answering

ystem.

Payno said ho will support a
plan thst ensures securily, con-
trols costs and tees so00as
ortna somcept Kwn a8 o

& conoept wn &8 n-
aged cere” under a plan written
by Tennsssse Democrat Jim Coo-

The plan includes insuranoce
reform; expands services to rural
areas and health centers like the
Bandy River Madical Center in
l‘ltullvmia County; establishes
purchasing oocperatives and
sholishes Medicaid; providea for
sdministretive veform; and in-
dudes no incrosss in the tobacoo
tax to pay for the reform.

v8/v1/00

26:60

Although Payme expects sc-
tlon aocon, “there will be a lot of
and cempro-

pulling end
re is to be

aiises ¥f in fact
health care reform this year.®

822% €87 ¥nel
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Pared-down health care plun proposed to attract Payne’s supporl

By LAURA B. McFADDEN
Staft Writer
The House Ways and Means Commit-
will move forward on hestth care re-
deupile Dan Rostenkownki's legal
re, Rep. LF. PayneJdr.asld *

As Payne attended a health care fo-
num in Danvills Monday, a new reform
. plan was unveilsd in Washington de-
gned to eltract the Nelsen County

s support. _
! Florida Rep. 8am Gibbons, who re-
laced Ros waki nchnh'man of the
: ttee, is aponso pared-down
version of President ntnn. health

*nlnlﬂnﬁn.

it would reise the tax an cigarettes by
60 cents per pack, compsred to Clinton’s

31’: l%ﬂplrnn posal and a subcommit-

In g move soon as concilistory toward
Payne, who opposcs increased tobsoco
homu’ to pay for heslth care reform, Gib-
over alx years and blunt the impact on
mhlo-dnwhg:hm .

Payns ssid he belisves Gibbons will
work with him (o move hesith care re-
form toward a managed care concept
that minimizes or eliminates the need
Gor a hike in the current 24-cant excise
tax on clgareties.

would phase in the tax

But many question whether Gibbona
will be able to.shepherd health cere re-
form through Congreas

Rostenkowskd, who was indicted last
woek on 17 cgunts of defrauding the tax-
payers, was viswed ss-central to a suc-
cossful push for health care reform.

Payne ssid Monday the committee
“will move forward expeditiously.

“Roatenkawski had carvied ‘heslth
care refarm up to & cértain point, but the
new chairman .., intends to pick it u
there and move forward,” Payne added.
*The unknown guestion is the Wdnd of
loaderhip ha'll be able to provide to get
this through the committes and guide it

I.hm the Coﬁren succeasfully.

or Rostenkowski's loge) mcul-

tien, quno said it was the Illinois Dema-

«st’s prerogetive nol to accept a plea
bargain and (o try Lo clear his name.

Rostenkowski was foroed to give up

his chairmanship of Ways and Meana
while under the doud of indictment.

Nevertheless, Payns acknewledged

that the questions sbout Rostenkowski
will further erode public trust in Con-

gresa,

“It's & continual battle. We need to do
the right things in Washington ... and
&'ia includes operating clearly under

w . .

t8/¥1/80

2C:en

|

R77¢ €82 tNe g

NTTIADIINOK TR

confh



Danumtllemstmﬂet —

1 na 9 994

reuavrees, |

VIEWPOINT

 ann

Chairman of fhe board

Sm&bhouhuonlybeanehmrman
of the House Ways and Means
Cmmtwefutmdny,mdh.apmtthe
first part of the week g his D-Day
trip to France as a para . But he
already has the tobacco
tax beading in the right direction —

mmnmampm
the powerful tax-writing p

the first tims Wednesday — in place of
indicted former chairman Dan
Rostankowski — has offered s health
reform plan that includes a 60 cents &
pack tax on cigarettes. Sixty centa is etill
a punitive levy on a product that is
already overtaxed, but at least
Chairman Gibbons brings a voice of
reason to a dsbats dominated by
bysterical opponents of the tobacco

'l‘hGihbunltobneompmpoul a

" concession to Ways and Means colleague

OTIIATIVAE TH

proposal
"h:uhhm;h'drupdeemed
expensive.
?«Wm‘ﬂfh zht:
an
Clinta::yhn.
8 The Gibbons plan gives states four

years, instead of three, to contain health |

care costs and avoid governroent cost
controls,

L.F. Payne and other Southern Although Gibbons’ revised pl _
lawmakers, is a big improvement over a Mwmm@nhnplm.
. Ways and Means subcommittee planto it retains the'employer mandate, a -
alap a $1.25 tax on a pack of cigarettes. feature that mwmtbm
Gibbons’ proposal, modeled after a that provide insurance

planbyCahformnDemocratPetaSurk businesses that don't.

that ecored high marks with the But at least the Gibbons plan mnn
Amarican Medical Assaciation, erases from piling on a single business

ssveral other chjectionable foatures of tobacco industry, . ]
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Ads target Santorum

on health-care issue

By Richard Robbins
TRIBUNE REVIEW

I was ap attempt (0 light a fire
under V.S. Rep. Rick 8antorum,
propounents claim.

Accavding (0 a Santorum press
aide, however, (heonly
people scorched were s &
backers.

At issue i a radio com-
mercial sponsored by the
Campeaign (or Health

D.C..-based labor.con-
sumer coalition that's
broadly in favor of single-
payer healthcare reform.

The 60-second spot.

which ends a 10-day vun Rick Santorum

on Piltsburgh radio sta-
tions today, asks the question:
“How can you make sure that
health-care reform helps vou

(1 offers the answer: "By urging
Congress to guarantee every Amer-
ican health-care coverage at wark
like Congress has.™

The commercial then tweaks
Saniorum. “The bottom lLipe (is) we

treat Coungressman Santorum
right. But ... Congressman Santo-
num supporis a bill that gives you
tess coverage then he has.® .

It ends by asking listeners to
ring Santorum’s office. The Repub
lican lawmaker's McKeesport
office phons number is provided.

According to Cam-
paign for Health Securily
director Gall Dratch, nei-
ther the White House —
which advocates reform
bul nol the single-payer
variely — nor Santorum’s
fal) oppoaent for the U.S.
Senate — incumbent
Democrai Harris Woflord
— had anything to do
with the ad. Everyone
agrees on that, including
Santonun press secretary
Tany Fyatto.

Al the same time, the ad sounds
very much like the argument Wof-
ford has been pitching for months
now. But, saild Drawch, that's a case
of mistaken identity

The ad’'s goal was nol o ape a

PLEASE SEE ADS/AL0
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Woflord campaign spot, but Lo tyy lo bring pres-
sure on Santorum to change his mind, Dratch
said. A member of the powerful House Ways and
Means Commitice, Santorum supports a “med-
ica) savings account” plan of the type favored by
many consesvatives.
“We're trying (with the ad) lo convey our
message (o (Santorum),” Dralch said. “He's
of several wa've targeled in this so-around
They're either in leadership positions or, like
Santorum. on one of the committees that's going
to help to write a bill. There's a lot of grass-roots
| pressure on line.”
According te Dratch, the sawme or a simillar ad
i aired the past 10 days in Kansas, targeting
¢ Republican Minority Leader Sea. Bob Dole; in
' Oregon, where the larget was Sea. Bob Pack-
i wood, the ranking member of the Semate
: Finance Commnittee; and in con ional dis-
tricts in Maine, Connecticul and New York.
' All of the lawmakers (argeted ase Republican,
though Draich said some Democrats were tar.
gets i the past. A possible future Democratic
rarget ss Mvst-eerns LS. Rep. Marsorie Margolies-

Mezvinsly of Philadelphia, Dratch said

She added that it’s nol clear how elieclive the
commeycial has been in generating phone calis
to Santorum. “We wish we knety the numbers,”
Dratch said.

According to Fratio, the office phone has sos
been ringing off the hook, and “half of the calls
we've golten have been rom people who think
this is a Wofford ad and want to know what

‘we're going (o do aboul il. They're angry that

apyone would attack Rick,” he said.

The congressman, Pratto added, will not be
moved by the commercial. "These largeted
attack ads do nothing ... AMacking Santorum is
nol going to sway his position. it does nothing to

"sdvance the health-care debate.”

Fratio charged the Campaign for Health Secu:
rity with being a “special interest.” In additien.
he said, it is “considesahbly to the JeR” and “out
of the mainsiream. They are nod with it.”

The Campaign for Realith Securily is com-
posed of nearly 30 organizations. Members
include the United Auto Workers, the American
Federation of State. Counly and Municipal
Emplovees. Communications Workers of Amer-
ica. Teamsters Internarionad. Consumers Unior.

Ads target Santorum on health-care issue

{nternational A:socialion of Machinists and
Aerespace Workers, and the League of Wonmen
Velers.

Lesser-kmovwn groups include the Gay Men's
Health Crisis, AIDS Action Council, Older
Women's League, Church Women Umud and
Citizen Action.

Wofford campajgn spokeswoman Grela
Kreech said “we had nothing lo do with the ad.”
However, she added, “we couldn't agree with the
ad more. Apgericans need a health plan as good
as the one Congress has.”

Jennifer O'Donnell, Pittsburgh director of
Citizen Action. said just beraunse Santorum
favors one type of reform doesn’t mean he
shouldn’t hear from constituents with other -
viewpoats.

O'Donneld said the ('ampau;n for Health Secu
rity believes thas even more smportant vight
now than the single-payer idea are seven “key
principles” of health-care reform, including uaf-
versal coverage and comprehensive benefits.

“We want every congressman, including both
Rick Santorum and Harris Wofford. 10 have
these principles in mind when they voie on
reform..” O Donrel! said.
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pization, promotions and eco-
pomic - restructuring, which
wvolves changing some of the
ways things are done. But all
four things have to be done at
once.

“It's a hard thing to do, but if
vou dont then you're out of
luck...so you do them all at the
same time,” Washburn said.

Viroqua has 3,700 people and
was only 35 miles from the city

See CITY on next page

Conrad:
care important

By SCOTT KRAUS
Sun S*o‘f writer

North Dakotans spend 17.4
percent of their total income on
health care, compared to 13.1
percent nationally, so the issue
of health care reform is impor-
tant to the state, Sen. Kent
Conrad said Thursday in
Jamestown.

“There it no subject matter
that’s going to affect all of us in
a more serious way than health
care..s0 we want to get this
right,” the Democrat told about

ASsoCIRieq fress Wriler

VATICAN CITY — President Clinton sought to find common
ground with Pope John Paul Il in defending family values but
oonceded Thursday that “genuine disagreements” over birth con-
trol and abortion may be unbridgeable.

The pope appeared frail in his first major public appearance
since breeking his hip in April, but he was resolute in his opposi-
tion to abortion during a 40-minute meeting with Clinton in the
papal library.

Clinton, for his part, said he was “pretty straight-forward” in
laying out U.S. policy in support of abortion. But where the
Vatican focused on the core of their differences, Clinton chose to

S wavitans e

CAUINg 1L 3 PIulvulu I W wn ol L .
dent reached out to Roman Catholics, praising the commitment
of the 950 million-member Church and its clergy.

Clinton’s meeting with the pope was described by Vatican offi-
cials as “cordial,” meaning John Pau] didn’t wave his finger at the
president but firmly s his ground. The pope is a strong oppo-
nent of abortion and contraception.

“There are some genuine disagreements between us on the
role of contraception and population policy,” Clinton acknowl-
edged. But he stressed that his adnnmstranon does not support -
abortion as a means of birth control.

Clinton, a Southern Baptist, said there was no disagreement

on what he called the “larger issues” in development policy such

See POPE on next page

Health

100 people who attended.

Conrad has been holding
forums on health care across the
state to ensure he has a good
feel for state residents views on
reform, he said.

Most people attending agreed
there was a need for reform and
universal coverage. One person ;
in the audience said health care
should be a right because it’s
essential to a person’s life and
dignity. :

But, in a show of hands, the
crowd disagreed over what

See HEALTH on next page

Phone records
battle heats up

By DALE WETZEL
Associotec Prass Witter

BISMARCK (AP) — Labor Commissioner Craig Hagen is refus

" ing to turn over office telephone records to his Democratic opponent
arguing North Dakota’s open records law shields them from disclc
sure, :

Gary Holm of Mandan said Thursday he has asked for Attorne
General Heidi Heitkamp's opinion on the dispute, which has bee:
going on since March. Sen. Jerome Kelsh, D-Fullerton, made th
request on Holm's behalf.

Disclosing office telephone records might identify people wh
have filed complaints with the Labor Department. State law prx
tects their privacy, Hagen said Thursday.

“It's certainly an issue I'm not opposed to having the attorne
general address,” said the Repubhtan incumbent, who is seekin

See PHONE on next page

Sen. Conrad
-.8erious issue

A look at D-Day battle from the other side

By MORT ROSENSUIM
AP Special Comespondent

OMAHA BEACH, France — A pudgy
roofer who survived the worst and
returned 27 times is back again for cere-
.monies at the Armerican Cemetery.
Uslike other invited veterans, Franz
Gockel was firing in the other direction.

- *I know what thmkmg on D-
Day,” the fo private said
Thu{gday, stan the remains of his

G1 Aol

have to die for us all to be free””
Gockel, who had just turned 18, was

75 yards from the water, protected by

wooden planks over his dugout, when the

"Allies headed straight for him. Naval

guns blasted away comrades nearby.

“I could only yell, ‘God help me, God
help me — get me home to Germany,” he
recalled.

When Amencan troops scrambled
ashore, Gockel sprayed them with steady
bursts from a heavy machine gun. Early

fired until 3 p.m. with his rifle.

“Finally, they overran our trenches —
Americans were 20 meters (yards) away,”
he said. Wounded in the hand, he crawled
out the back and ran for his life. Months
later, other Americans took him prisoner.

In 1958, he dume back for the first
time, unsure what to expect. The
farmer’s wife who had sold him milk was
friendly. The laundry woman cried, “FG,”

our years later, he met his first

.embering the initials in his shirts.

of Ba;umon, a former target, became hi
friend.

And in 1987, Pvt. Franz Gockel of th
Wehrmacht's Defense Position 62 was a
honored guest at the 1st Division reunio
in Charleston, S.C.

By now, he is virtually an adopte
member of the Big Red One.

“] shook many hands,” he said. “The
told me { was lucky to be alive. Someon
said he was sure no German survived th

$6-90-90

ZP391

5541 €22 ¥

«B3ddN

354

-}



ke care of our owm.”

we don't do it, they're
to do it anyway,” said

» 1issioner Pat Folk.

v

; iu guys aren’t doing it. The
5 doing it. Let’s put the
where it belongs,” Johnson

TOMRAWBY: 100 v e Vindia 3010 S @0WD, Eventually - there are few ! ABOUEWHNtYHL| wdwen
.». approved reducing.:ths. .places for businesses and little '

Sydney Township residential .
assessments for Tim Klose from:
$45,000 to $37,000, and for
Frances Pendray from $35,000
to $£34,000, based on recommen-
dations by Johnson.

IOADS

’ inued from page 1

$1,500 for chemical and
) ation costs. Any expenses
; that will be cost shared
* ‘he county 50-50.

ipproved the appointments
n Hofmann of Medina and
m Vigesan of Kensal to the
1 reorganization board,
* with alternates Letitia
- 3on, Darrel Roorda,
on Scheaffer, Marlene
bach and Gerald Eissinger.

approved putling in nomi-
n Ken Dalsted and Harold
. to serve on the Central

y Health Board. Both are
. ntly serving on the board.

3 approved substitutes to
for three county officers up
lection on the county can-
ng board. Dale Decker,
ty auditor, was approved to

» itute for Lary Olson, coun-
aditor; Mary Enderle for

.1¢ Knudson, and Wade

Williams for Pat Folk.

e decided, during action as
the Stutsman County Park
Board, not to spray for mosqui-
toes at the marina camp-
grounds, Smokey’s campgro
and cabin sites, because it costs
wo much and the spray doesn't

- last very long. Dennis Lorenz,

county park superintendent,
said there would be about 200
acres to spray, at a cost of $4.25

. per acre, or $850. Four spray

applications are recommended,
3o the cost is eatimated is about
$3,600. :

The effects from the spray
will only last from five to seven
days - and if it rains, the spray’s
effects are gone, Lorenz said.

e approved, as the county
park board, allowing Chris’
Ebertz, Lot 42 Westside, to build
a garage.

e approved, as the county
park board, a trapsfer from
Georﬁsand Myrtle Anderson to
Douglas Davidson.

"OPE

' inued from page 1
' mproving the status of
ill: and stable population

£ pope, who underwent hip
ry following a fall in his
oom April 28, was deter-
d to keep his appointment
Clinton in the face of sug-
ns he stay in the hospital
T.

iring a photo session at the
of their meeting, the pope

Clinton by the h d
ed in English abo, i
"v\r-noihf.v lact An n

Italian Silvio

Berlusconi. _

Clinton cited a “common com-
mitment to the family,” and said
they discussed “where we agreed
and where we &idn't.” -

The Vatican said an upcom-
ing U.N.-sponsored conference
in Cairo on ways of stabilizing
world population dominated the
talks, a matter that has strained
Washington’s relations with the
Vatican.

Clinton

Premier

8 com_mimd to

£ oan

an incremerital feveL>" -l

s HEALTH
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Coantinued from page 1
reform plan was the best.

A single-payer plan like
Canada’s got some support,
employer mandate’s got less
support, employee mandates got
even less support, and a incre-
mental reform plan got the most
support.

Excluding funding for abor-
tions from any reform plan got
more support than including
funding for abortions.

Several panelists - represent-
ing hospitals, consumers, the
insurance industry, doctors and
nurses - also spoke on the issue.
They all found some need for
reform.

Pam Pranke, assistant pro-
fessor of nursing at Jamestown
College, cited a study from The
New Epgland Journa)l of
Medicine that found costs for
paperwork rising out of control.

It put administrative costs at
19 percent to 24 percent of
health care expenses in the U.S.,

compared to 8 percent to 11 per-
cent in Canada. At the present
rate of increase, paperwork costs
here will rise to one-third of all
health care spending in 10 years
and one-half of all spending by
2020. _

“We'd like to see our health
care dollars spent on health
care,” Pranke said.

Nicole Lies of Fargo told how
her pre-«nltini madical condi-
tions cost her a month for
medication, but prevent her
from petting insurance. She's
not, however, sick enough to get
federai benefits, she sai

“In almost every forum [ have
bad,® Conrad said, “I have heard
stories like this one.”

Conrad said Congress will
probably pass a reform plan this
year, and the next few weeks
will be critical. He believes
Congreas will probably choose
one of the proposed plans and
revamp it to focus on its
strengths. :

e PHONE

Continued from page 1
his second term in office.

Jack McDonald, a Bismarck
attorney who represents news-
papers and broadeasters, said he
doubted Hagen's office telephone
records could be kept emtirely
from public disclosure. Hagen,
for example, could black out por-
tions of telephone records that

were .deemed confidential and
make the rest public, McDonald
said. :

State agencies receive billings
for long-distance telephone calls
that are similar to residential
bills. The number uged to make
the telephone call, the pumber
called and the length of the con-
versation is detailed.

e D-DAY

Continued from page 1
beach; the way their big guns
had hit it.”

Gockel's memory depicts the
Omaha defense line as 350

frightened Germans, mostly 18
and 19, who were larg‘up
etk geae ANGAA no

“Although we saw 1o more pos-.
aibility of escape, we clung des-
perately to every minute won.”

On each of his 27 trips back to -

Normandy, Gockel has paused
at the cemetery for 21,000
Germans at La Camb and his lit-
tle paich of Omaha Beach, near

Weédnesaay. B
The use of continuous welded
rail instead of a joioted rail sys-
tém  has cut transportation
costs, Greepwood said. Another
innovation for the future is elee-
tronic braking, which applies
brakes to each car at the same
time. T
The current hydrasulic system
applies pressure to just one cay
at a ume, and Greenwood said
that causes damage to the
freight and the equipment. 3
“There is a potential savings
here that is tremendous when
this technology that we're now
reaching will be applied,)
Greenwood said. Lo
BN says North Dakota

accounts for about 25 percent of
its typical loading of grain and
grain products. 2
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eight-page edition

- T-R. The edition fea-

pes. information about

1 a Yook at Meyer Milk

> vhich is celebrating its
* ving dairy farmers.

ATA

0% of the

uestion: When was
al of Congress first
wnswer in Monday'’s
)

's answer: The
lest country is the
State, at .2 square
wed by Monaco at

3.

eroy. said supp
in.a fight to rene

U.S. SENATOR KENT CONRAD (D-ND), third from
right, listens intently as Corrine Ertelt, Fingal, tells how
many farmers and others cannot afford th insurance
as it is aow. Conrad conducted a health care hearing at
VCSU Thursday to hear and talk about health care
reform. After hearing testimony of consumers, small busi-

\/4//7/&%/ e -

aess owners, health care providers and insurance vepre-
sentatives, audience members questioned Conrad. From )-
r are Greg Hanson, administrator of Mercy RHospital;
Craig Christianson, administrator of Sheyenne Care
Ceater; Gene Lued, manager of Farmers Unjon Oi; and
at far right, Dr. Gi Gi Goven. (Pboto by Jean Schlegel)

y

513,88/ 1N PrOLL dDINCE -
has dipped into the red a
ning a $200.000 deficit.

GF nursing h
employee gui
using resider

teller machin:

MINOT, N.D. (AP) —.
nursinf home crmployee +
minally ill resident's au
machine card and wit
$3.600 has been ordere.
money.

Roxanne Karsky, 21,
Wednesday in Northwest
in Minot. She had pleade:
in April.

The resident’s son co.

. when he noticed severs

drawals from his mothes’s
The 74-year-old woma
with terminal cancer, anc
say she didn't realize the
ing from het drawer in her
Minot police detective
looked at videoliapes tal
ATMs in Minot and tra.
drawals back to A
Karsky told police in Je
and her husband were h
money problems, Assistan.
Sue’s Ancney Tim Wilkk
“She said she never ha
of using it on aa ong
Wilhelm said. “*She sai
throwing it out of the ca
g”wlm\ she realized she

Karsky was ordered 1.

" restitution 1o Norwest B

fined $1,000.

Northwest District Ju
Beming also gave Karsky 2
pended jail sentence and ¢

y about $120 (o the resi

wages he incnrred w
straighten out his mother’s
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» BISMARCK .
Method for paying for care rapped & 7¢

The United States has the best health care In the world but a
stupid system of paying for it, a man testified at 8 health care
hearing Friday.

The hearing was s red by Sen. Kenl Conrad, D-N.D.

Matt Schiwartz said his wifc and two daughters have becn
diagnosed with muscular dystrophy.

e talked aboul the operations and treatment one drughter has
had to go through, and the fights he has had with the insurance
company to pay for some of Lhe treatment.

Schwartz said the insurer would pay for hospital slays to a point
but wot)d not pay for an in-home care nurse, which he sald would be
a lot less expensive than hospital care. :

“Do you understand why 1 get the urge to throw my shoc at the
television set, when ] observe commercials on how important the
paticnt is to the insurance company?” he said.

. — Assoclated Press
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Children Need

By Luuin € Croes H1

Gua

hicanery and deceptive advertising over President Bill
Clinton's health-care reform plan are being used to
scare people into thinking they would have rationed,
government-controfled medical care. The fnancial
mterests feeding this campaign have much to win if

. ity
. sound madicsl palicy. It has:

OMMENTARY ==

Eighty-cight percet of the uninsured are working
their families. The numbers of uninaured middle-

re probubly out. of luck. And the health care you're abile to
1o paid for by thuse who have mirance. It's called cost-
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And fingfly, the Clitos pin insurance company abuses,
such as dropping coverage; diacrizsination on the basis of heaith
conslifions; jackitg up premitgns; or
lifetime. benefit ﬁlknﬁ conditions or any
Amaricai - children, teens
] ee of heuith-care secu-
‘s relisngy-as primry sl fireventive care is
bemn showd %0 de cost-effective,

eapecially feg clhldre - e Ll
Ametica i two chaives: Xéep the stabed’qeo or live up to
our vimion of ousmivgs.o9:a cilizsed nalitet i1 which no obe
suffers & preventsbiniinesnor gois without-medical trestment.
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' Lowis C. Gowes. I it yresblnt of the St Lowis Teackers
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and
peopie are growing rapidly, as well. i you're unemployed,
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Crit es of preS',dent’s.heal h pla 1ave yet o

The best route to
universal coverage

By STEPHZN H. GORIN
ForThe Morltor

ince its Iplroduction last
;Iear. President Clinton's
eath Security Act 1as come
under intense scrutiny md fierve
attack, Crics a that the act
would limit chol expand bu-
reaucracyand undermine the :g;‘:
ity of our health care. N.H. \
Sudd Gregg has descrieg the act
as A “gavernmentrun, nationatized
tem” hat weuld “burt us in
ﬁ"m Hanpshire” And Texas Fe-
publican Sen, Fbll Gramm bas
called the pian “un-Amercan.”
The jublic chould consicer
nwre befire rushing to judgment.
Walle aspects of the Heath Securi-
Act are open to Jegiimate cniti-
, mpny critics are engaging in
what columnist Jaoe Bryant Qunn
(Monitnr, March 29), termed “dis-
informatian” Aceo to an arti-
cle in the Wall S'rest Journal cer-
tainly no of the admiols-
tration, tie Act has generated “a
Hood of darmist propaginda.”
Indeed, a recent Vall Street
JoumayNBC New pol suggesty
the publie bas been misled ¢t
the Heallh Secuity Act When
p.e wereasked their opinion of the
Clinton glag, 45 parcent cxpressed
oppositiar; whea read a gesaip-
ton of ‘he Health Security Act,
mnut being told it was mg:esl-
'2 plan, 76 percent ‘o ap-
yealing. -

Medical roulette

Consider s)me incontested
‘aets: In 1902, 8§ million le hed
1o healti insurance {o° at lesst a
month; detween 21 and 29 milioa
went wihout insurance a year or
more. Host of the unnsured are
ander 18 or over 24 years of age.’
Mary of the unnsuced are mi
dass pzople, and fewer than 10
Jeroent go without irsurance by
sholce. In New Hamyshire, 2,000
eople lose their insurance every
month, and 46 perean: of famflies
have a member with no or irade-
quate covernge.

While somte have argued that
uninsured {zm¢ underiisured peo-
ple rective care In hospita] euer-
gency rooms, this [ not always the
case. Most emergencs rooms ouly
treal icute o5 emergency condi-
ﬁnna.’ggtt istngly, paople '-th
care. Not gurp» A with-
out hul‘lh_ins.nranegmee!w lesg
andﬁ.:ten!nfe:iorcm

LB,

My Turn

the US. has the bast health care {n
the world, it remains unavailable to
raany of dur citzens. Our insar-

.amasyﬁemlsllkeagamelgf

chance: ynt can ave
day and e i tomorrow. In an
emergeny, even thase with cover-
age can discover they have limied
benefits or prohisltive cut-of-pock-
et costs. 'n shor, all it the very
wealthy $ick heakh security.
Solving this problexy has be-
ccme the central challenge of
health cere reform. Hocw can we
provide universul coversge? There
a:egibasica]ly three approaches: a
single-payer, ar employer man-
date, or en Individual mandate.
Undes a single-payer system,
the govermnent insures cillzens,
athough as ln Canada, providers
cin remain ag private practiton-

ecs. A singlo-payce system has

worked in Canada and enj
hecad support in America. Despite
(bis, Butit is %fpused by powerfol
interasts and Congress seems un-
Iikely to ndogt it anytims sova.

A second arproach s an em-
ployer mandate Under the presi-
denl'y Lizallh Security Act, employ-
as wou'd bave o pay at least 80
reroent of the cest of insuring their
workters, while the governrent
would ccver these without jobs Se-
zior citiens weuld cortinue to re-

THE TRCUBLE Wi THE
CLINTON HEALTH CARE PLAN

WLNVURUWONIIUNR  SELINEY, WAY <0, LHY4  ESw

PRIVATE MEDICAL CONCERNS THAT HAVE DRIVEN THE COSTY oFf Ui,
HAYE TME FLEAIBILITY AND NEALTH CARE FAR ABOVE THOSE oF
CAPACITY FOR INGENULITY MY OTIER INDUSTRIALIZED OUNTRY!
‘ Sratug
Quo
Inc.
Q
THE REDML HEALTE CARE- CASS1S IS Tofe d,

PRONEY SPILOT GEIT URAED ofy. — "@L‘

Sond b0 iaclude preserplion arvgs
ude ]
;1':1 soari:e lnng-l‘%: cate. Clintof (]
0 pIros coverage for
relirees.

o president’s plar guararices
s wide of benefl’s, Incly
ot i el e

teatment, and some longlerm
¢are. While dome have dlsmssed
‘his rs B * fits-al) benefit
aackage,” it woild ensure that peo-
e have the corcrage they nced.
Sam: argue that the act would
limit choice of Jrovidess. Hipwever,
It would expard options, e
vonsurrers Lo choose among beal
mainteaance ¢-ganizations, provid-
er netwacks, and feedor-service
systems. Consumers could also
leave a system at any Yme and go
to any provider willing to accept
them. Compared to the curent
system, [n whech cmployers ofen
efits, the Healta Security Act would
nce the Fealth Seawrity Act
buflds on our current system, it is
Versal chversge. tow, boaple who
e 5 e who
have private fnsurance pget it

“hrough thelr em! , and most
who loss it almdop;gy:wk Most
gl mafl

er the costs.

As the edilors of USA Todsy
stated eartler thls month, “To
achieve univeraal
should build on

ment. Iy Hawai, the only state that
roquires emplwyers $ cover full-
time werkers, the marndste has had
no adverse lmract on the growvth of

Act

to small bisiness:s,

Finally, the Health

pay provides discoants for small u.?e

nesses, and many

would spend iess :':ﬂww ingurs thelr
workers then do nov for
themselves ard thelr 3

Many critics of the t'9
plan support an hﬁmmm.

date, usder which incividuals and
families would insure themselves.
While ¢n tndividual mandate could

larly fo- lowerpaid workers. How-

ever, to tie Congres-
slonal Budget* the act would
hove a minipgl impact on employ-

PEMBROKE £ |

TROCAY NOTTOR

work in theory, current fmposals
ems,

ofits in-

COnls
In ¢ddition, 8. 1743 falls ¢ pro-
vide comprebemsive benafis, et-
fows trauress Lo exclide some poo-
ple with preexisling condlens,

poy smere thas 10
comein

29 HOUR
FURNITURE SALE!

offer be ter one

and does [itile to contral casts. It
alsa increases tames on wurkersx
end employers and Jrevents self-
m‘l;md people trorn deducting
thelr income taxes.

to the Campagn

Repors
the Netlonal Council of Senior Citi-
zens,S 1743 fils to provide health
securl'y for childrey and would
likely help warsen the prablems of

senlor cif

Th¢ Healla ity Act offers
our best for h2alth care reo-
form. This I8 not to say that the
act conld notbe improved. ¥ sould

er more generous menta)

ealth and lmﬁ!&m benefls and

no co-paymen
These are hles, however, The
bottom [ine Is that anly the single-
payer and the Clintos plang got ua
to universal eoverzge. the
pmldant‘:u;; st:%i al unrversal
COVET e thing onwhich
he wﬁ not o s%.

compromi
What can you do to help get unt-
veraal coverage? -

_Th3 process has now reached a
criticel slage when Congress re-
toms from i3 Memarial Cay re-
ﬁs, ;:lerlnus dhfabala l’glu In

ew Hampgilre, o Dick
Sweit suppors un!va'salzz\pwaga.

Cal or wre the nther congress-
men and tell themt you want what
gsrdreaw have: secure coverage

comprehensive benefits, If

rt m of the
Pﬂﬁer ar the Hegeﬁ.h Security Act),
ask them whi they would exclade:
hildren? W, ? People

special ‘interests wik
g:ln&u_v, on] the US.wDIm"::al‘l':

orly industrialived country
falls v eover all its claens, that

(Stephen 8orin Is en assoolste
profassor at Stats Ook
fege. He is co-hostirg & serdes on
heaith caro reform that is aling on
‘M:;dn:ays ;: 11 am. on WIOQ.-

and on Saturdams at noon
WEVOFM.} o

e g ctmont 1§

28 *d
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Members Attend White House Briefing on Health Care

President Clinton invited OSIA officers
and members from throughout the country
representing the fields of education, gov-
" ernment, insurance, and medicine to
attend the first White House briefing
specifically for Italian Americans on the
administration’s national health care plan,
April 15, in Washington, D.C.

"As opinion leaders in your communi-
ties, your involvement is essential to the
enactment of real health care reform,”
Clinton said in his welcoming message.

Several senior members of the Clinton
administration, including Marilyn Di Gia-
cobbe, associate director of public liaison;
Pat Griffin, assistant to the president for
legislative affairs; Walter Zelman, senior
health care policy adviser; and OSIA mem-
ber Robert Blancato, director of the White
House Conference on Aging. spoke on var-
ious aspects of the president’s plan con-
cemning long-term care and family issues:

1. guaranteed private insurance, 2.
choice of physician, 3. outlaw unfair
insurance practices, 4. preserve Medicare
health benefits guaranteed at work.

Clinton’s plan includes guaranteed pri-
vate comprehensive insurance coverage for
all Amencans. This coverage would allow
citizens to chose their personal physicians
and to have a choice of services. Under the
plan, every job would have health-care
benefits paid for by the employer and the
employer. and small businesses would
receive discounted coverage.

The president’s plan makes it illegal for
insurance companies to drop or cut bene-
fits or increase rates when individuals
become il or have pre-existing conditions.

The plan also eliminates lifetime benefit
limits and high charges for older people.
and increases health benefits under
Medicare.

According to the White House, 81 mil-.

lion Americans have pre-existing condi-
tions and three out of four insurance poli-
cies have lifetime limits, which cut off ben-
efits at a predetermined dollar value. Statis-
tics reporied in the Journal of the American
Medical Association say that 58 million
Americans are without insurance at some
point each year, and two million Ameri-
cans lose their insurance every month.
OSIA members who attend the briefing

included National Fourth Vice President,
Lucy F. Codella; Sons of ltaly Foundation:

President Valentino Ciullo, president of a
Michigan-based financial services compa-
ny; Scott Ciullo, an executive with the
company; Connecticut State President Jo-
Anne Gauger, a public school teacher;
New York State President Joseph Sciame,
a vice president at St John's University;
Lucy J. Contrino-Thomas, chairwoman of
the OSIA Alzheimer’'s Committee; and
Michae} Carbone, M.D., an ltalian nation-
al and a research physician at the Nation-
al Institutes of Health, and National Exec-
utive Director Philip R. Piccigallo.
National President Joanne L. Strollo, an
insurance professional in the Philadelphia
area, and National Third Vice President
Frank J. De Santis, a medical research
center administrator in Los Angeles. were
invited to attend the briefing but were
unable to because of scheduling conflicts.

White House Health Care Briefing



THE BUSINESS MAGAZINE OF PROFESSIONAL TRUCKERS MAY/JUNE 1994

A & ,-‘5 er 'o 'ru‘ke 4 o




by Jim Johnston
President, OOIDA

I he debate over national health care reform
has been raging on now for almost a year.
Those oppcnents of reform who would like things to
remain just as they are have spent millions of dollars
on advertising. This advertising campaign, for the
most part, has resulted in generating fear and even
more confusion, rather than helping to clarify the
issues.

It really doesn’t take much imagination to figure
out who ¢an afford to fund the opposition or why t.hey
would like to maintain the status quo.

Unfortunately, the news
media on whom we must
rely for accurate reporting
of the issues, is not helping much either. I recently
attended the President’s Small Business Roundtable
in Topeka, KS, on the subject of health care reform.
After the meeting I was approached by a news re-
porter who questioned me on the employer mandates
contained in the plan. When I responded in favor of
the mandate, the reporter simply skipped on until he
found an opponent and those are the comments he
used in his story.

The problem is that inaccurate or incomplete re-
porting and sensationalized ad campaigns are at least

. hampering if not destroying the opportunity for in-
formed, intelligent debate of one of the most impor-
tant national issues to be considered in the past
decade. The outcome of this debate will have profound
effects on every man, woman and child in this country
far into the future.

It is an absolute certainty that national health care
legislation in some form will be passed. Considering
that health care and the associated costs make up
almost one-seventh of the entire gross national prod-
uct (GNF, it is obvious that well-crafted legislation
which can only develop from intelligent, informed
consideration of the issues, can be a tremendous
benefit to the nation. It is also obvipus that the wrong
solution can create more problems than it resolves.

While this is a tremendously complicated issue,
there is one key component that is critical to the
success of any final solution. Everyone must be cov-
ered.

Nearly everyone agrees that health care coverage
must be made available to every U.S. citizen should
they incur a serious illness or injury. Some of the

6 /LAND LINE

Addressmg truckers spec:f C concems
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alternative proposals currently being considered sug-
gest that this could be accomplished simply by requir-
ing insurance companies to accept everyone who
applies regardless of their current health condition
(elimination of preexisting condition clauses). On the
surface, this may appear to be a reasonable solution,

‘but what if this requirement were in place. What

incentive would there be to buy insurance coverage if
you did not have a health problem knowing that you
could not be turned down when a health problem
develops The fact is, this provision without manda-
tory participation by every-
one would bankrupt the en-
tire health care industry
within a year, leaving us stuck with the most expen-
sive and least desirable option of all - government
controlled and paid health care.

The question then comes down to how to get every-
one included and paying their fair share of the cost.

The Administration Plan calls for mandates on
employers to provide and pay for a substantial portion
of health insurance coverage for all employees. As you
might imagine, this provision is receiving a great deal
of opposition. Other provisions provide for subsidies
when needed for small business. And an increase in
the tax deduction from twenty-five to one hundred
percent of health insurance costs for individuals who
are self-employed.

On the next page you will find a letter from Presi-
dentClinton addressed directly to members of OOIDA.
It should become obvious to you in reading this letter
that the administration has been receptive to the
information we have provided regarding the concerns
of truckers. It is important to recognize, however, that
a great deal of pressure is being exerted on the
Congress by interests who would like very much to
influence final legislation in ways that could be
detrimental to the interest of beneficial reform. It is
extremely important that you become as wel-in-
formed as possible on the important issues under
debate and that you convey your views to your con-
gressmen and senators as soon as possible.

Just one other note on President Clinton’s letter.
Regardless of how you might feel about Clinton or his
policies on health care and other issues; try to recall
the last time you heard any president mention truck-
ers, let alone address a letter to them directly discuss-

ing their particular concerns. B

MAY/JUNE 1994



THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

zr Friends, :

I am pleased to have the opportunity to write to the members of the Owner-Operatcr
Iniependent Drivers Association. You are the entrepreneurs. tne individuals, angd
-~e families that my Administration considers as we move forward to provide greater
eszurity and prosperity for all Americans.

After 60 years of false starts and obstruction, we finally nave an cpportunity
z: seize the mowment and tc give to every American the freedom that heaith security
v:.1 bring. AnZ I am convinced that we will accomplish this goal.

1§}
h

Here is how my reform will work:
+« Wwe wi1ll guarantee private insurance for every Awmerican;
+« We will safeguard your choice of doctors and health plan:
« We will protect and dramatically improve Medicare:
« we will guarantee insurance through the workplace for everyone who works: and
e We will outlaw unfair insurance practices that contribute to higher rates, and
we will not allow insurance companies to refuse coverage.

‘we recognize some of the problems that you face as owner-operator independent
drivers.

Our plan will give you additiona. security and put you on a level playing field
with big business.

with our plan:
» You’ll be able to change motor carriers without losing your health care coveraze.
I=surance will always be there.
« As a self-employed business person, you will be able to deduct 100 percent of
y2ur insurance costs, as other businesses now can. Today. you can only deduct 25 -
rercent of those costs. Our plan ends this discrimination.
« Your benefits wiil be as good as the best pians currently cffered =y the cocuntry's
Ltiggest businesses. and they will contain the same benefits nat members of
Congress receive. Today, small businesses are paying 30 percen:-40 percent more
t=an big businesses to obtain coverage. With the new bargairing power of large
pools of buyers, you'll be in charge.
* Because everyocne will be covered and everyone will take responsibility, small

businesses and self-employed people who provide coverage will no longer have to
pay the bills for those who don't.

As entrepreneurs, you are most aware that there is, indeed, a crisis in our health
care system. By providing guaranteed private insurance that can never be taken

away, we can give you the freedom to grow and prosper that only true health security
can bring.

Join with me in achieving this goal.

Sincerely,

MAY /JUNE 1994 LAND LINE /7
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311 Baton Rouge

' Sen. John Breaux recently

Wook & big step toward states-

ganshxp in the health reform de-
ate

%0 The respected Congreas:onal
Budget Office finally issued its
-dnalysis of the Breaux-Cooper
xlanaged Competition proposal.
he report revealed that under
‘En Breaux-Cooper plan, Ameri-
families would wind up pay-
ilhg more money for less coverage,
and millions would still be priced
Bt of health care protection.
*" Recognizing the fatal flaws in
‘Uis plan, Sen. Breaux floated a
Yiew pr yosal among hig col-
eagues that would mandate that
ost employers pay. their fair
‘%hare of oniployee health befie"
ts. !
% Mandating that employers be
esponsxb!e for paying a substan-
ial portion of employee health
insurance benefits may be unpop-
dilar with some high-dollar Wash-
gton lobbyists, but it has a lot
Qf support here at home. Sixty

Percent of Louisianians sup-

gorted the mandate when polled

Southern Media & Opinion
}}esearch last month. Fifty-five
percent favored providing subsi-
dies to help make that insurance
Ynore affordable for struggling
pmall businesses.

An “employer mandate” or fi-
nancing through taxes are the
Bnly two ways to deliver the goal
of guaranteed health insurance
coverage that can never be taken
away. Anything less fails to pro-
vide health security because it
fails to assure that everyone js

_covered and that everyone pays

their fair share.

Sen. Breaux's original proposal
Aldn't solve the erisis because it
sidestepped the filnancing mech-

Sen. John Breaux
- Where will he go from here?

anism that makes a workable g0«
lution possible.

There is & world of difference
between a politician and a states-
man. The politician wants to look
like he is right at all costs. He
takes a position on an issue, then
finds out his solution fails to ad-
dress the problem. But instead of
changing positions, he argues
even more noisily, hoping no one
will notice he missed the boat.

The statesman, on the other
hand, is more interested in solv-
ing problems than being “right.”
If he finds his original position
was incorrect or inadequate, he
looks for a better solution:

Solving the health crisis will
require statesmanship. Sen.
Breaux has taken a huge step in
the right direction. The question
is, where will he go from here?

Marcus Carson
Executive Director,
Louisiana Health Care Campaign

(U}
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Bad news about Breaux’s bill

gressional Budget Office analysis of

the Cooper/Breaux health refori pro-
posal — if you are in the health insurance
business.

For the rest of us, the CBO report on the
“Managed Competition Act” shows once
again that Sen. John Breaux’s proposal
means less health protection at substan-
tially higher prices.

The CBO report released in early May
confirms what consumer groups and health-
policy analysts have been saying since the
Breaux/Cooper bill was introduced: it is a
health-reform impostor that will be costly
to our families and businesses and to our
nation’seconomy.

By failing to take a hard line on skyrock-
eting medical prices, Breaux/Cooper allows
billionsmore to be sucked out of our pockets
and into the bank accounts of big insurance
companies and health-care conglomerates.

The Breaux/Cooper bill fails because at its
core, it blames you and me for skyrocketing
medical inflation, instead of the people set-
tingtheprices. o

Its basic premise is that medical pricesare
high because our families are too well
insured and because when sick, we expect
the best medical care available. The

There is great news in the recent Con-

Breaux/Cooper approach to dealing with
health-inflation is 10 expect sick, sick peo-
ple tobargainhunt.

1t makes our familiesbear an even greater
portion of the burden of risk and cost for
needed medical attention. This protects
insurance companies quite well, but it
inflicts a punishing burden on families and
smallbusinesses.

According to the CBO’s projected figures
for the year 2000, the Breaux plan would
cost $27 billion more than the Clinton plan
and $100 billion more than the single-payer -
national health insurance proposal that -
provides better coverage and complete
choice of doctors. The difference comes out
of our pockets and goes into the pockets of
healthindustry.

In the final analysis, the CBO report con-
firms what other researchers have previ-
ously pointed out,

The Breaux/Cooper bill fails American
families and businesses because it means
paying higher prices for less health-care
protection. Thisisgood news if you'rein the
health insurance business, but bad news for
therest of us.

Susan Moreland
812 Delgado
Baton Rouge
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Conrad proposes alternatlve

to Clinton’s health care plan

WASHINGTON (AP) — Faced with anxiety in North Dakota
about President Clintoa’s health reform plan and a Republican chal-
lenger who's a doctor, Sen. Kent Conrad is trying to fashion a more
moderate proposal he can sell back home.

Conrad, D-N.D., is a casponsor of Clintoa’s plan, which would
force all businesses to buy health coverage for their employees and
set up a government bureaucracy to control insurance costs.

But Conrad on Tuesday used a speech to a doctors arganization

v proposs scrapping the bureaucracy and exempting small busi-

nasses from the insurance mandate, at Jeast temporarily.

Conrud told the American Group Practice Association his “trig-
gered mandate” would vo amal} buainesses some time to voluntar
dy buy coverage for £onm with the help of insurance
reforms and government mbﬂ

Twenty-six percent of the warkers in businesses with fewer than
100 employees don't have insurance now. To avoid the mandate, the

percentage would have to drop to 20 puunt in twoyan and § per- -

cont. in five.

ganthopmdenthuput befonusisnotthophn . the
people of my state want,” said Conrad, just back from bolding nine
town meetings around the state.

Conrad is a member of the Senate Finance Committee, which wil)
play a pivotal role in this summer’s debate over health care reform.
t::t.her m.ol;l:mto Democrat on ::::nmoo. John Breaux of

isiana, is sugges approach,

Senate Majority l.e.drrn&eo itchell said Conrad’s idea was

“an option that has been diacuuod previoualy. It should be and will

be considered.”
Conrad said s must pass something that is “substandal-
~ ly different” than Clinton's bill.

Small businesses in North Dakota have been lobbying against

the employer mandate because of its poteatial cost to them,

The National Federstion of [ndependent Busginess recently put
out a letter 1abeled “Action Alert”  its 3,500 North Dakou
members that Conrad may be the d gvouonl.hol’ime.
Committee.

“The president and his powerful allies on Capito! Hill are turning
up the heat oo Sen. Conrad to suppart the health insurance employ-
er mandate,” the letter said.

Nore than 70 percent of the state's workfores is in businesses
with fewer than 100 employees,

Health cars reform is likely to be a major issue in Conndl

& sumomﬁo Grand r:‘h' Cl:‘ynburghsm i
c n from p:?mz
ambulance and his campaign organization is call
l&mghﬁoru.s Smu.'
burgh says there is o need for anything more than “inere-
Smcofthndeubo:upponl such as limiting medical mal-

prectice lawsuits, forbid insurance companies from refusing to
cover people with hsalth aod allowing small busipesses to

ingurance jves — are common (0 many
reform plans, incl

?oud. ts that bu
any requiremen t busi-
nesses buy uuunneo, one hlu!a sticking points between

- Damocrats and Re

“lfulwohnvothobuthnlﬂlmly:tmmtheworldmdwo
can't ruin it,” Clayburgh said in an interview Tuesda

Most businessas with more than 100 employm dmdy buy
insurancs for their workers. .

But Conrad told the doctors group he is considering applying the
triggesed mnd.to to them, too, He called it “a standby safaty net

re
k‘ﬂﬂ&oﬂmcmmemwmupmmupwm .
cover 96 or 97 percent of all Americans — currently 85 perceot are
mnnd—"you‘vocﬁeﬁnlyobulnod universsl cunrun
‘l‘bnrluwidumnotumfy
tn?uunnandm Mswhtmnwgwmdm
said Terry Hill, a or the Naticoal
Fodmhon ol' Independent Business. mdau is ... poisonous
to small com
But it mﬂa.:mpubhtocmun .ndltan?ollui. axecutive
director of the Families USA mdnﬁon.murnmnﬁmthump-
potuClinton' plan.
Clinton has said be would veto any bill that did not guarantee
hullh coverage to everyons, a concept known as “universal cover-

u"'l!thotnwnmverytpoaﬁcmddmmddonotnqmﬁm
ther action by the thoymbghtbo.vnbhmtonbiwo
@ compromise that universal cove * he said. _
Conrulnldhu lan should cost laga than the Whits House's, but
the al Budget Office has not bad tims to analyzs his.
The te Phnnco Committee is expected to begin working on
mphnlnatthumonth.
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Som gl
WASHINGTON (AP). — The level of universal or near-universa) to reform marketplace. tive prooess,” he said.
White House might be open (o vari- coverage. Another would simply doesn't do us any good to mandate %sﬂd Rep. Dan Raosten-
ous “trigger” mechamsms being leave it to future congressional ac-  something until we’ve reformed kowsks, D-I)., who was forced to

in Congress as a means of  Uon if that coverage iso't obtained. It.”” be said. : resign as chairman of the ﬂs::

White House open to ‘triggers’

- proposed
phasing i universal health care A third trigger would require indi-  Breaux also urged the adminis- Ways and Means Committee |

coverage, presidential adviser Da-  viduals, but not businesses, to buy  (ration to become more involved in  being indicted oo corruption

vid Gergen said Sunday. iasurance. crafting the tion now moving charges, remains a3 '‘strong ally”’
President (linton “is open to a “The issue is . _ oo health care reform.

...'.'l‘f oot the trigger,” House and Senate. But Gergen alio praised Rep.

overage,” Geﬁ.n said oo Gergen said. “We're moving into the fourth Sam Gibbans, D-Fla., the acting

tion. - “The issue |s quarter and, like, the score is 00, chaimman who must cow guide &

The bottom line for Clinton is “at not one mech- and you dou'l peed the cheeriead- health care package through the
the end of the day, within & few anism versus ers oo the fleld. You peed your committee.
guarantes, will every American be anism. The gel it doos Breawxsald. and getupandgo as he had S0
able to count on having bealth in-  issue is not even He Qinton is actively years ago when he was & Worid
surance.” he said. — the employer involved, sometimes calling at LI ar 11 bero, Gergea said “It's
Sen. John Breawx, D-la, and] mandates, ¥be or 12 at night o discuss heaith mh.l.r the charman is Sam
other Democratic moderates bave| issue is what is eare. “Bul Ithink be bas to bave 2 :
introduced the ides of triggers as a} the best way team with a eeniral focus can Rostenkowski, appearing ca
way of ge around the divisivel aod can we find - cut the desl, if you want to use thal  promised he Just as active
Move ot unether to mandate that | a way to get 1o Breaux: mm&:ﬂ' We  fromatiog d':‘ im"hlgll;l.p desplte
employers pay far their workers' { universal cover- Backs idea. ; ; . ;
- Sen. Ken by White House Deputy Chief of He said his constituents will have
insirance. it Coo- Staff Harold Ickes, interviewed determine if his effectivencos

. e. to
-N.D., also bas voiced his “Bruux. F) ring an NBC'S after countered
np&:val of the idea. ~ "Mlhe?rg?uulherapoue Broaux oo NBC, oo M. hmﬂ ohole sn
plan would have mandates lo his trigger concept had been gen-  engaged in the health care
in A

usoma o at a e:uin ergléa)r' tive. o Buttibe::i_twudl . isll_ulinnnd that | dofn't wortrm
the future if market meas- ng these remum& e in the fine . the te the oourse I'm
ures {ai] to achieve the prescribed ments, I tink well have a chance ¢ "wn: ."v not mhmpnntm ing this .,“"13“_" rests, then o :

¢ — e — e .. .. o——-.
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Letters to the Edltor

Write to Congressman Slattery

Cuyu—ulmsmyﬁo
fs 8 candidase for Govarmer of
Kasss is @ key voto on & ariticsl
Houme of Repreacatatives Com-
mitied that is working on @ pro-
possl for natiosal hesith care,
Unforivesiely, Congressman
Slatsery has decided 10 offier bis

own plan for health care, yather

than supporting & plan that will
provide real health care coverage
for all.

~ Congressman Slattery’s pro-
- pasal docs nat provide coverage
for evoryone, does sol mandate
that employers offer coversge for
. employees, will canse many

waion m&n corrent bealih
care plams 0 be clther axed, or
lowered, doce nothing about cost
conisiwment ov prescription costs.

Please ase O foarmm bedow o
wriie o Congresaman Sleticry and
‘wige b 0 support the plaw put

" forth by Presidont Clinton thet

would provide real national hesith
caro for all in oar comntry, so that
the Unind Swsies will stop being
the only industrialized nation ou
carth with no nesionsl hesith case
for sl its citieens.

While Congressman Slsttery
may be simoere in his bolief thet his
plen will“get w3 50-75% of the way

10 national healdh care for all®, we
most el hion that 50-75% junt is
not what this country must beve.
Nations! Health care works forour
campeting countries, it can work
for dhe Uvited States too. We can
no longer let personal wealth and
private insusance companics do-
cide who does, and who does not
gt docent health care in the United
Simes.

Tell Congresaman Slattesy the
expericuces that you and your fam-
iy have had with health care insr-
ot companics and bow much yoo
fave paid.

SHE FORM AT RIGHT

Taking steps towards self leadership

" Konsas Newssan beld its sooond
etrics of ciasscs on Uahor Stadics

Training Weskshop Apnil 23, *

- Tve noxt gevies willbe held in the -

fall, U fowth Satwdey of the
month. This series of workshops
sve 00 help devclop skills ia
Jeadershop with owphasis on ap-
plcasion, tcares and general wse.
11 also gives information and ex-
‘. pasure to varices leadership
styles on how groep members af -
fect each ovket and how o bo-
onme heticr Unioa Leaders,

Shevy! Sianicy wes the imstrucine.
Refare (caching at Kansas
Ncwean, the was 2 Comtinmoas

Oeality Manaper
Bocin tass was small,
which made the cnw

sad Pt and Levoy Lehanan, Judy
Picrce, Basbors Kelly, Annabel
Vindusks and myscll, Donss Mills
@L71).

Brothors and sisters its really casy
e0.2i{ on the sidelines and complain
about our leadership, bt what we
reaily weod is for o players ©
oot oducaind. At the compenies we
work for we do ot bave theright ©0
elect our lcadership, however, in
our ovganizations we do have that
right | There isn't one person who
can lead by themactves, \Vchven
have tcom players.

The comgany ! (Donna Milic)
wawk for (Reech) Ao ganped on
the R | Wagon™of TOM (Toedl
Q v Mnnnzcmcnl) Tluuc na

PSUURP JOR S

was gouns have 10 chenge. Broth-
ers and Sisiers we "GAT
CHANOE FOR BRBAKFASTI™
Employee empowenment, tesm
wark, continnous education, we

.have 8, let’s wee 1. We a3 indi-

vidyal members owe i 00 our fami-
lics, owrsclves and our leaders, 0
stand behind thesn ond educetn
ourselves and help. We fave these

chaliange more of ywm 10 tmke
these clases so we can il hocome
hetier lcadors st home and workd

| wilk cheee with & quewsion and a
qrnec from Chincse Philnengihes-

a0 Trn. Whazd lcadership? The
heat leaders dn noe nntice
their exis nextbest kcad-

The Flaindenler - mg

Send your betéevs foc
Cougremmmuan Jim Statiery
2243 Rayburs House Office
Suliding

Washington, D.C. 20513

Dear Congressnan Sluttery,

-

————— AN DTS LT:TT DREL BT

Name

Address

I Clty, State, Zip Code- .

No such things as a bad unioi

OMAHA, Neb. (PAD)— Boys
Town, the (edled orphanags
whose fosnder crodieod with say-
ing “there’scosuch thing asabad
boy” is lcarming thero is such a
thing as bed faith,

© Tha Nutional Labor Reguia-

epportunities ot cor fingertipa. | tions Bowd slleged in 0 com-

plaint that Boys Tom

unilaterally
changed working conditions and
work mules, dewied 3 teacher his
rightt (10 union rcprescatation
dwing an inkcrvicw in which the

tcacher expocied 10 he disci-

falth

plined, and fwestened enployees
with reprisals If they Ried wnfalr
labor practice chesges agaian the
arphensge.

" Tbe NLRB also cherged the or-
phanage with basgaining fn bad
during contract
negotionstions in e 1993

©

early 1994 with the teachers’ N

union, the Boys Town Education
Associstion. A hesring on the
chasges is schodaled for Jane 20,

Where's Father
you need him?

when

4
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Left Qut ™

Progressives say Senator Joe Lieberman
has abandoned true health care reform

enatot Joe Lkbemu is 2 pag
and s skunk. dehoiden 1o the
cash cow of the bealth insurance
industry—at least accurding o the
Cunnecticut Citizen Action Group.
About 30 members of CCAG and
the United Auto Workers pickewd =
the Radissoa Hotel 1a Cromwel)
Monday afiernonn, where Lieberman
aedren:d the Coanecticut Bar
Association’s anaus! meeting. The
wnion and CCAQ, which beads up the
Health Care for All Coalition, wamt
Lisberman io work for comprehemmive
heafth reform wchadiag vaiversal cov-
etage. Members dressed up a3 bum-
yud aumrals 10 calle thed point; te
cow handed out fuke money as pro-
texers sang “Joc McLicberman has 2
farm” 10 the tune of Old MacDomald.
Tohe protest was a0t in 2 leagus
with Martin Luther Kiog's sarch oo
Washinglon. But in the past
Licberman has courted these peopleo~—~
wading ot 3 United Asto Warlosry'
prutest, for example; coming %0 the
CCAG office w ask for an eadorse-

‘ment. Now progressive rypes who

once bacied Lisderman have loft i
“His people came to ws looking for
an eadorsement,” CCAQ Director
Tom Swan tays. “We put 3 Beraey
doll on the desk. t0 send e mes-
sage =g feference t©© o article advis-
ing voters w vou for Barasy e par-
ple dinosaur insvend of Licherman.
Lieberman has spoasored the
Bresux-Conper heshh cass bill, one of
e least mmiabious refonm proposais
in Coagress. Breaux-Cooper would

ance or beahd
cse  cosu, |
would aot’.
make employ-
er3 buy cover.
sge {oc their
workers end
wouvld sot
Wi
versal cover-
ge.
‘e mcogmret
in taking @
sand you et
please every-
ooe,” Jis
Keanedy.
Liebermen's
spokesmas,
says. "Bt Joe
believes the
et wvey ©
hesith cace reform is 10 work with
Repubticess snd Democraes. This issue
i t00 (mportant to the couatry for
Domsocws © do it doee: we Dust ges 3
ipartises comsensus. .
Crpremtly fowr bills compete for atten-
tios 9 Coagress wich the Chinton plan.
The dobase & still broad: Should dusi-
useens be fornd 10 inture cmployees. for
a*?mt:'mm-:.
covenge ngudies 0 P
mmmc«ﬂﬂnm{mw
wmys yos © hath and advises legisiaon
niclcc‘di--nylcm o-
mw&-«mwm.&y

we incpued, ey sy, B & 2 morting

o seeds to dish

out $4.
there's How Ty Ply the Cancords tight there for the

on your local video sheif. Talk ghowt riveting.
video from Eye-In-The.Sky productions snabies

pilot
tist, and accet
Swough e of
souad—all fro
PILOT'S EYE
VIEW

several woaths
ago Lieberman
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large iosurance companies to light

smong themselves {or costomers. |

Critics predict M will howd down med-
©3t costs by coverage.

Joe Beativegna, 3 Republican
Wethersficld opthamologist who is fon-

aing agaimt Licberman, proposes a sin-
;h payer health plan for medical bills
over $13,000. He says this would make
health care coverage much mare sfford-
able becguse the private insurapce com-
pafues would have thewr hability capped.
He'd extend Medicsid to more of the
poor and raise the Medicare ax ©© pay
for it. “1t's infinitely bettes than the
regressive teform  propused by
Licberman, which will be jux 2 msive
transfer of wealth from the middie
clsis.” Bentivegna charges.

The plan Licberman ecadones would
deliver $25 biltion is asw Mmonry © the
largest iasurance companies the first
year. The pruause of this kind of csb
Ras lead o an avalanche of campeige
Licberman has coilected more than
$265.000 {rom such sources this year
alone. Hence the cash cow.

But that Gigure includes many iadi-
viduals who are long-ime contribasors,
Kennedy s3ys. And besides, 265,000 is
bt 8 dey fractivs (6.9 percent) of the
$3.8 millios Licberman has colected 30
far 10 rua sgainst the likes of
Bentivegna, who ruas his campsign
from his meddical oflice. “Aayone could
get i (the race] uf e ot aumase with 3
milbon dollars.” Kennedy says. ]

By Jayne Keedle

Insuring Loopholes

Or how Connecticut took a step
backwards from universal coverage
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Bingaman Cuts Deal for Small Firms

By Richard Parker
JOURNAL WASHINGTON BUREAU

WASHINGTON — A Senate panel
has moved to lighten the load of
health-care reform on small busi-
aesses, adopting a compromise
engineered by Sea. Jeff Bingaman,
D-NM.

The Senate Labar Committee, the
first to make progress on health-
care reform, on Tuesday voted 116
fo approve an amendment allowing
the smallest companies to pay a
amall payroll tax to finance work-
ers’ health insurance.

While larger businesses would

employers with five or fewer
employees — and average salaries
of no more than $24,000 — would
pay a 1 percent payroll tax. Compa-
nies with up to 10 employees would
pay 2 percent.

The cornmittee has been working

~on a comprehensive health-care

reform bill by Sen Edward
Kennedy, D-N.M.

Bingaman's amendment passed
with the votes of all the panels 10
Democrats, but unlike previous
compromise efforts he got only one
Republican vote. Most GOP mem-
bers dug in their heels at any contri-

butions to health care by business.

everybody who has the ability to
contribute® to contribute some-
thing," Bingaman said in an inter-
view.

Bingaman said he hopes to offset
the “very subatantial goverument
subsidy” to small employers with
anticipated savings in Medicare and
Medicaid costs and a hefty increase
in the cigarette tax, which would
put & $1 74 Cederal per-pack pinch
on smokers.

Bingaman's work oo bealth-care
reform hasn’t come without objec-
tions. Abortion opponents are criti-
cizing him for opposing a Repubii-
can attempt to remove abortion ser-

) islation.

Bingaman was among 11 of 17

-senators who voted down a proposal

by Sen. Dan Coats, R-Ind., Jate Tues-
day that would have excluded abor-
tion from the basic package of
health benefits being crafted by the
committee.

The National Right to Life Com-
miltee labeled Bingaman's vole a
“flip- Mlop” because he voted to back
legislation Jast year that would have
denied federal funding for abor-
tions except in cases of rape, incest
or risk 1o a mother's life. Other than
his vote last year, Bingaman gener-

.pay 80 percent of worker benefits, _ “It's not inappropriate to require  vices from health-care refarm leg-  ally has supported abartion rights.
" -
June 13, 1994
TO: Ann Bradley. HCRP
FROM: Ed Monjards, Albua. Teachaers Federation

Since our phone conversation last week :
Mexico's Congressional delegation concerning public spea

during the July 4th recess.
gset for July.

- Sen.
Sen. Domenici's and Rep.

confirmed but said to check‘ back later in the month.

I have contacted 3 of New

king events

Bingaman's office said nane were
Schiff's office had none

I am also sending an article about Sen. Bingaman's opponent in

the November elections.

- . o
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Colin McMillan ran away with the
Repubhan nomination for the U S.
Senate in the primary election
‘Tuesday, making good on his
repeated predictions of victory.

s '“Now the battie begins," McMil-
told cheering supporters at the
querque Marriott hotel in a vic-

McMillan garnered about 75 per-

t of the vote, putting him on the

ember ballot against Democrat-
Sen. Jeff Bingaman.

Bingaman, seeking his third term

"l the Senate, was unopposed in

Tuesday's primary.
Hdldhn. a S8-year-old Roswell
businessman, said

mytmcdumzhemmbe
would carry the party vote over
opponenits Bill Turner and Robin
Dazier Otten, both of Albuquerque.

Speaking at the Albuquerque

STAC! MCKEE / JOURNAL

mus Su\tunowlmcahueﬂhnbmm
odbyﬂounmmhmmmhbmwmhm

buelwhuokmblmuthered
to watch election returns come in,
McMillan took dead aim at Binga-

man.
He said Bingaman has been in
Washington, D.C, too long and has

R —
WORE: Ses MCMILLIAN on PAGE A9

MecMillan GOP Senate Choice

:rvue Tournal

From T7The A/éuyu
wzdmcsdq}‘,:ﬂ:.ne_ 8, (994

CONTINUED FROM PAGE A1

lost touch with “New Mexican working families.

“There will be two very different candidates.
Let me assure you of ane thing: Come Novem-
ber, you will have a clear choice far the U S. Sen-
ate,” McMillsn said.

He said be and Bingaman are different on the
issucs a3 well as having different backgrounds
and experience.

“This will not be one of those races where it's
difficult to figure out who's who,” be said.

Bingaman spokesman David Contarino.

agreed the differences are obvious.

“That’s the only thing we agres on,” Contarino
g‘bﬂnnﬁnﬁfammaw

“Colin is a relic. He wanta to take it back 12
years. We want to move forward "

McMillan said “New Mexicans want a senator
who will be tight-fisted with their tax dollars —
@ senator who will vote to boid the line on high-
er taxes.” _

McMillan sgain pointed to the Big Mac tax cut

- of 1981, pamd'hﬂeheaeﬂed.chmmnol

the New Mexico House of Representatives Tax-
aticn and Revenue Committes.

Big Mac was a comprehengive cut in state
incotme and gross-receipts taxes that also cur the
state out of receipts from property taxes. It sub-
racted about $250 million from state coffers.

McMillan also repested his earlier pisdges to

fight for tougher crime Laws, not to vote for or
accept any proposed pay raises for senators and
0 sezve no more than two terms.

“Jeff Bingaman is in for the fight of s politi-
cal life,” be said. “We're going to run a campaign
that reaches every city and town in the state ...
a campaign that respects the intetligence of
New Mexico's voters ... and a campaign that
crestes hope by showing how the problems can
be solved.”

Contarino called on McMillan to “stick a little -
chnettothetruth‘dunngthcupcommqam-
paign.

The Bingaman camp bas said McMillan has
misrepresented the senator's voting record on
everything from the budget to grazing fees.

McMillan's political experience includes 3 12-
year stunt in the Legislature, three years on the
state Board of Finance and nearly three years as
assistant U.S. secretary of defenae for produc-
tion and logistics during the Bush administra-
tion.

McMilian and his wife of 35 years, Kay, live in
Roswell Born in Texas, McMillan has been
involved in ranching, oil, banking and farming
in New Mexico since he moved to the state in
1961 while be was working for Texaco inc.

Turner, a hydrogeologist who owns a consult-
ing businecss, was active in Ross Perot's New
Mexico campaign Otten is an Albuquerque
attorney who has been involved in the Republi-
can Party on both the county and state levels.



-

—a

i

Health Plan P

bw .b/ /3
asSe-1I

May Get Clinton OK

THE LOS ANGELES TMES

Washington — Opening the door to a
possibie omise on bealth-care leg-
sslation, semior White House officials
said Sunday that President Clinton
would not insist on having health insuz-
ance coverage fot every American imme-
diaxe'lﬂeifcongms agreed to phase it in
over the next several years.

“The statements by White House coun-
selor David and Harold Ickes,
the deputy chicl of staff, seemed de-
s t

is

d
i 0 jam in Congress,
wﬁg behindsch?dﬁe
in crafting health-care reform. Their
remarks came a day afler Senate
Minority Leader Bob Dole, R-Kan,
threatened to block any universal cover-

break a
uaning

age plan that required busi to bear
thecost. -
Both Gergen and Ickes said a “trigger-

ing mechanism” compromise being

pushed by Sen. John Breawx, D-La,

might be a way out of the ional
morass, but they declined to endorse a
specific alternate approach.

Under Breauxs plan, if a certain
g:nunuge of uninsured people had not
covered thr marketplace re-
forms by the years 1999, 2000 or 2001,
there would be a gradual phase-in of the
so-called employer tes, requiring
businesses to pay 80 percent of insurance
coverage for their workers. His plan
would give incentives 1o businesses to
provide coverage for their workers.

Dole on Sunday called tnggers “the
biggest gimmick in town.” He said they
would only delay the eventual onset of
employer mandates, and that such man-
dates would hurt small businesses.

“If you're going to have a mandate,
just say you're going to have a mandate.”

Please tum to Page 2, Col. 2
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! ClintonMay
: OK Phase-in |
| Of Health Plan

Conunued from Page |
he said on CNN's “Late Edition”
[ “Don’t try 10, you know, gloss it up.
:ver it up, paint il up or something
se

Clinton's insistence on employer man-
dates to pay for health-care reforrn has
drawn widespread opposition from busi-
ness groups, fa.mcularly from small
businesses, and from many Republicans

1 as well as some Democrats.
Breaux, a key player in health-care
| reform as a ranking member of the
« Senate Finance Committee, said on
NBC's “Meet the Press” that his t et-
ing plan could be phased in over a -
1o five-year pen ;

“By phasing in these requnremcms. 1
think we'll have a chance 1o reform the
marketplace,” he said. “It doesn’t do us
any good to mandate something unul
we've reformed it.”

Speaking oo CBS' “Face the Nation,”
Gergen said Clinton, who threatened in
January to veto any bill that did not
provide oulhe;lth insurance for x;lllnll\mcn-
cans, w uconFmsn ar
amee “that there uniiscursal ,

coverage down the road.” -

Ickes, who has helped direct the White
House effort for health-care reform, said

on NBC: “As long as universal coverage
within a reasonable time is provided, |
think the president will sign that bill.”

The Associated Press contributed to
this report.

- —— —————n__
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~ Hedith care reform topic

By STACIE MACKENZIE
Staff Writer

Representatives of the medi-

, political, personal and busi-

aspects of hesith care re-

form will convene for a public
forum Monday.

Three main factors are driving
health care reform: cost ($900
bilion this year), the millions of
Americans who lack health in-
surance, and the rising cost of in-
SUrAncs premiums. -

Those issues will be debated,
and local angles, revealed at
Danville Regional Medical Cen-
tér's Health Care Reform Forum
from 11 a.m. t0 1:30 p.m. in Frith
Chapel at Averett College. The
public is welcome.
. Rep. LF. Payne Jr,, D-5th, a

member of the House Ways and
Means Committee, is participat-
ing. The committee ig writing a
health care reform bill.

. Other panelists include Larty
DePricst, president of Danville
Regional; John Wancheck of
Families USA, a national con-
sumer group sapporting Presi-
dent Clinton's plan; Dr. Carl
, a Danville internist; John
: of Dibrell Brothers
Inc; and Charlene Han-
son. executive Fiveetnr of the

Free Clinic of Danville. )

“Universal coverage is the big-
geat isauc facing hospitals,” De-
Priest said. “Otherwise, we're
stuck with cost shifting.

Added DePriest, “In our case
sbout 82 percent of our gross
charges are written off for pure
charity care that we know about
up front, or bad debt, which is
peaple who can't afford to pay.

In a bigger city, hospitals can
carve out 8 niche of insured pa-
ticots who pay their billa. Dan-
ville Regional does not bave that
luxury, according to DePriest.

Among hospitals in Virginia,
Medicare reimburses 88 percent
of medical services' actual cost,
he said. Hospitals are left to pick

the remaining 12 percent.
“pn‘the burden of cost shifting is
it will spell disaster locally be-
cause Danville Regional has a
i rtionate number of pa-

‘s age 65 and older, DePriest

forum Monday

Among hoepitals in Virginia,
Medicare reimburaes 88 percent
of medical services' actual cost,
. *3 TWem ' ¥ -wanrh the re-

te oVt 'Wl?h@‘n
universal coverage, we are in for

some

of 3 and costs, 8000

hour-a-day Emergency

and Intensive Care Units, an
the profitable services :l! bg
handled by other institutions,”
At et Hecare centers oper-
imi
- Priest said. urs, De-
Referrals from convenience
centers are “a formula for eco-
nomic disaster. Where that leads
eventually is that the hospital
doeag‘t have the resources to do
that job the way we need to doit.”
gt A
e to have & local -
nize_d delivery network tha:rr?b-
ognizes the various components
for the whale system to work,” he
added. “There would also be in-

centives to keep people well,” he

said.
“The incentives are not there
for us to look at the total needs of
-the patient. I think we're capable
of dp;,m‘ that.”

10 years, Danville Region-
al has been 2 member of Sun
He:ish bAlliaace
ow. y member hospitals.
Group purchasing allows hospi-
tals in the alliance to “save sub-
stantially” on supplies, he said.

“You shouldn't have 1o be a
congressman to get health ingur-
ance like Congress gets,” said
panelist Wancheck, Virginia
coordinator for Families e
health consumer group fighting
for reform.

5 thd:edt calls this “g crucial’
me, .

Families USA support health
security for all families that can-
not be denied, including compre-
hensive benefits. The group also
advogam controls on insurance
premiums, and expanding Medi-
care to include prescription
drums and home health eare.

When health care providers
carve out small profitable niches
without coordinating with other
providers, it creates duplication
:ngt “I{ we continue the way

we are, we'll be left with the most
dificult, most exponsive. 24-

Congumers will meet with
Payne after the forum, Wan-
check said. .

DePriest believes reform mes-

z“es will likely be instituted by
tl.

Patients “willing to accept

ume structure” will save money,
2 predicted. . :
“All of us have been operating.
ithin the structure of the sys-
em. It is not designed for off-
dent delivery of services,” De-
Prieat said. ] think the whole
system of incentives needs to be
modified.

“Physicians feel like they're
ance clerks somewhere off in an
office.” This is why primary care
physicians are fleeing. The “over-
head and hassle factor” makes it
impractical to continue, he said.

—
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Local
Area physician has a

Direct Line

. to the White house S

Sunday, May 22, 1994 - 3A

GLOVERSVILLE — Dr. Howard Freed.
director of emergency services at Nathan Lit-
tauer Hospital and Nursing Home. has an inside

line on the current debate over health care”

reform.

It's a line that extends directly mto the White
House.

Freed recently returned trom a ip to Wash-
ingtom, D.C., where he and about 45 other health
care professionals heard first hand about the sta-
tus OF the President’s proposals 10 revamp health
care in America.

First Lady Hillary Rodham Clinton led the
briefing. Aniending the brieting were Harold Ick-
es, deputy White House chiet of stalf, and Ira
Magaziner, senior policy consuitant on health
care and leader of the task force Which devel-
oped the President’s plan.

Freed's access 1o the upper echelons of the
Clinton Admunistration s due (o his carlier work
on the plan. Last year, he served on a committee
of physicians which reviewed parts of the plan
tate, in theBlanning stages but before its public
release. Since then, he has received updates by
fax and PWone about every six weeks.

The briefing's purpose. Freed said. was to
update “everyone-on where we stand on policy
issues and on the process of inoving the (health
care) bill through Congress.”

He said on policy 1ssues “there continue (o be

T b a—

some vested financial interests — particularly
insurance companics — that want to keecp the
status quo. You sec their ads on TV and hear
them on the radio, but what the President is try-
ing to do is move decisions about health care
uway trom employers and away from insvrance
company rulings and move them back into the
hands of just the patient and physician. That's
the goal, the vision.”

What's happening now. *“if we do nothing, is
that the process is less controlled by the doctor
and pauent and more controlled by insurance
campanies via financial limits on care. They're
calling the shots more and more. The tail 1s start-
ing to wag the dog. Insurance companies are
becoming more and more involved in managing
care and telling doctors what to do. .

Freed said the purpose of the President’s plun
is to “flip the process back into patients’ and
doctors” hands. This plan will make it illegal to
revoke your health insurance after you gert sick
and will make it illegal to charge more once you
get sick. It will also make it illegal to have life-
time financial limits on health care expendi-
tures.”

Funding for the plan would come from a van-
ety of sources, e said. Some new money will
come into the system through a cigarette tax and
a payrotl tax ou the largest employers (over
5,000 employees) Employers will pay 4/5ths of

-the cost of health insurance and employees I/.')(;-.;

he said. There will also be substantial savings
through an increase in competition among heaith
care alliances and through increased penalties for
fraud and abuse.

“The projected cost per cmploycc is $32 per.
month per single person, with the company pick-
ing up the rest.” he said. “Right now. some peo-:
ple pay more. some pay nothing. This is a cost-;
sharing proposal.”

Freed said the President’s plan guarantees tour
basic principles: universal coverage for every
American which can never be taken away; com--
prehiensive benetits broad enough to make peo-
ple teel secure about their health care: insurance
reform mcluding billing simplification; and “no
matter what, Americans will get (1o choose their
own doctors.”

The federal government’s role in this plan is o
guarantee that euch of the competing heulth care-.
plans all provide at least the basic coverage thul.
people are promised. “The .program is private
health insurance. The President has considered-
and rejected a government-rua system,” he said. -

Freed said the bill is currently moving through.
Congress with a final bill expected before Con-
gress adjourns for the year in October.

“The detls ure still 10 be worked out. but rhc
tour basic principles are going to remain intact,’
Freed sud.
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Albany'- ddétor hears Mrs.

ALBANY — An Albany doctor
heard first lady Hillary Rodham
Clinton declare that health care
reform will happen despite opposi-

" tion from major health insurance

companies.

‘Dr. Howard Freed, associate pro-
fessor of emergency medicine and
surgery at Albany Medical College,
was one of about 50 doctors who at-
tended a briefing Thursday at the
White House.

“They said there were a lot of
interest groups with money and a

stake in the status quo,” said Freed.
“It was described that insurance
companies are like the tail wagging
the dog . .. the insurance companies
are calling the shots, what's covered,
what treatments will be paid for.”

But Mrs. Clinton and other staffers
said that health reform is now going
through Congress and “it is going to
happen ... they're expecting a bill
this year.” She said President Clinton
remains committed to basic princi-
pals like unjversal coverage and
choice of doctor. - .
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Doctor has _he;l;h tip:
October vote on reform

M Howard Freed was
briefed Thursday at
White House

B Ha is touting Clinton's
plan throughout
Northeast

BY RICK KARLIN

Stat! writer

White House insiders expect Con-
gress to vouw: on health care reform
sometune in early October. accord-
ing to a Capital ey e
Region physi- =,z
clan who iz help-
ing the Clniwon
administration
promote the
plan. £
“They may |
take a lesson |-
from the New |
York state Legis-
lature ard pass
it in the las* hour,” said Dr. Howard
Freed, an emergency room doctor
and self-described surrogate public
speaker for Hillary Rodham Clinton.

Freed wus at the White House
Thursday where he and about 50
other physicians from around the
nation were briefed on the progress
of health r>form by Hillary Clinton,
as well as top White House aides [ra
Magaziner and Harold Ickes.

In addition to their timing predic-
tions, Freed said White House offi-
dals reiterated the four principles
behind their plan: guaranteed pri-
vate insurance, outlawing discrimi-
natory insurance practices, a com-
prehensive benefits package, and
retaining a patient's ability to
choose doctors.

*The President and First Lady are

still emphasizing the same four ba-
sic principles,” said Freed. “The way
to do it is to keep emphasizing the
basic pnncxelea that the President 1s
fighting for,” said Freed.

If Freed sounded like a point man
for the White House'’s health plan,
it's because he is. An emergency
room physician who works at Alba-
ny Medical Center Hospital and
Nathan Littauer Hospital in Am-
sterdam, Freed took time off to work
on Clinton's 1992 election campaign.

Now. he is volunteering to spread
the word about the health plan by
speaking to groups-throughout the
Northeast. That's part of Clinton's
technique of enlisting both admunis-
tration officials and volunteers to
promote the health care plan on the
local level.

“It's part of a specific strategy to
get the debate out into the grass

roots.” said Freed. “T've been doing.

this for months.”

He's spoken to groups and been on
radio talk shows in places like Utica,
Later this week, after returning to
Albany, Freed will travel to New-
port. R, to address a group of New
England Blue Cross/ Blue Shieid
officials.

He has also been traveling to the
White House about every six wecks
for updates on the reform plan.

How does politicking in Washing-
ton compare to his daily routine in a
hospital emergency room?

Considering the amount of energy
expended and the adrenaline levels
that exist, the two places are sur-
prisingly alike, said Freed. “The
ambiance in the emergency room
and the ambiance around here are
similar,” Freed said during a phone
interview from the White House.
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Congress of the Tnited Htates
e Washington, BE 20315

April 5, 1994

The Hanarable William J. Clinton
President of the United States
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20800

Dear Mr. Presaident:

Many challanges (ave your Administration and Congress during the fow remaining months
of the 103d Congress. In particular, two vitally important issues must be resolved this year, both
of which aflest the long-term economic security of this Nation and its citizens. Specifically, we are
concarned with the economic devastation occurring in the snergy industry, and we believe that
womprehensive health care reform must be adopted during this Congress.

If tha current drop in ¢il prices is sustainad, tens of thousands of jobs, our energy
infrastructure and our energy producing expertigse will be lost. Domestic energy security will be
turther undarmined. Qur reiance on unstable countries for energy is already too high. Unless we
act now, this reliance will increase to unpracedented and dangesous isvals.

All of thess factors threaten the long-term economic sacurity of this Nation and could undo
the economic growth that your Administration has worked to achieve. Even though oil prices are
now low and sustain the aconomic recovery, if tha domaestic productive capability to satisfy energy
demands is not available in the event of a price increase, the economic slowdown experienced in
the 1970's could recur.

We, tharafore, urge you to support a package of energy incontives that will help maintain a
viable domestic energy industry., Sound energy security strategy should guard against losing
axisting production and domaestic refining capacity, and encourage new expluration and production,
including production in "frontier” areas.

Firgt, we urge you to support measures that will lead to new exploration and production by
changing the tax law to allow geological and geophysical costs (o be immadiately expansed
regardiess of whether the well is dry or producing.

Second, we urge you to support a per barrel tax credit that would encourage exploration in
new, "frontier™ areas, such as the deepwater of the Ourer Continental Shelf.
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Third, marginal production wells, which produce 14% of the domaestic energy supply, are at
risk of shutting down due to the drop in oil prices. We urge you to support tax law changes to
kesp marginal wells producing.

Finally, domastic refining caepacity is important to the national security of the Unitad States,
Refining capacity has declined and is at risk of further declina. Production costs of U.S. refiners are
much higher than those of foreign owned rafinere due to important and stringent envirunmental
L,° laws. To guard againet losing more domestic refining capacity, we urge you to support messures
to hold foreign refiners to the same environmentnl atanderds as U.S. refiners through the adoption
of policies such as an environmantal equalization fee.

Equally important as energy sacurity to long-tarm sconomic security is the adoption of
somprehengive health care reform. Our busineasas, citicens, and taxpayers suffer from Increagingly
unaffordable health cere costs. Our long-term economic security cennot be sustained if this trend
continues. YWe sre able to address this prublem without undue burden on small business, massive
new bureaucracies, or increases in the federal deficit. Thesa solutions raquire that all individuals
and businessaes be invoived In solving this problem and thet we prevent health care expenditures
tfrom growing mare rapidly than other sections of the economy. Our ability to create new jobs in
the energy and othar sectors and sustain a high standard of living for all Americans will depend on
our willingness to address directly these matters.

These steps taken together -- achiaving energy and heaith security — will do much for the
Nation’s long-term economic stability and growth. Thank you for your considaration, and we look
forward to working with you and your Administration during the coming months to resolva thase
two very important domestic policy concerns.

Sinceraly,

John D. Dingell i

. Chairman
Comtnittee on Energy and Committes on Energy
Natural Resources and Commerce

in Bresux Joff Bingama
United States Senator United States Sanator




March 30. 1994
MEMORANDUM FOR DISTRIBUTION
FROM: Debbie Fine
SUBJECT: Physicians Outréach
As requested, following is a breakdown of who is doing which piece of the physicans
outreach as I understood it at the meeting last week:
Academic Health Centers, Deans of Medical Colleges, VIP doctors, etc.: Walter Zellman
State Medical Societies: Marilyn Yager
National Health Policy Council: Simone Rueschemeyer
Individual Doctors: Individual Doctors will be referred to the NHPC
Groups: Marilyn Yager and HHS

Lynn and Ira will continue to coordinate on strategy, as will Mike Lux and Debbie Fine.
Armold Bennett will continue to work on the message piece.

As we move along, there will be situations where outreach efforts overlap, and it seems that
this can be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. (For example. does an FOB go to NHPC or
Walter?) Simone will be calling weekly or bi-weekly meetings to convene all those who are
involved in physicians outreach to coordinate on strategy, upcoming events, and any problems
identified.

DISTRIBUTION:

OPL Staff Walter Zellman
War Room Staff Lynn Margherio
Greg Lawler Heather Booth
Melanne Verveer [ra Magaziner

Simone Rueschemeyer Amold Bennett
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March 28, 1994
MEMORANDUM FOR ALEXIS HERMAN. GREG LAWLER AND LAURA QUINN
FROM.: Mike Lux
SUBJECT:  Constituency Days
After talking with Bob Boorstin about what would be the most important constituencies we
could ask to the White House from a message perspective. looking at the calendar to see what
groups are already in town tor lobby days, and factoring which organizations are with us and

have the resources to pull off a decent lobby day, [ have come up with the following highly
tentative proposed calendar:

Date Constituency Notes
Tuesday, April 19th Religious Leaders

Wednesday, April 20th Nurses

Thursday. April 21st Labor

Friday, April 22nd

Monday, April 25th Doctors AAFP has a small meeting
in town; need to talk to
other doc groups

| Tuesday, April 26th African American groups
Wednesday. April 27th Seniors NCOA already in town with
2,000 people; need to
contact other groups.
Thursday, April 28th Small Business Coalition Need to give them as much
lead time as is possible.
Friday, April 29th Hospitals CHA Trustees are already
in town; need to talk to
other groups. ;
Monday, May 2nd Disabilities/Disease Groups | Already in town. T
Tuesday, May 3rd Teachers/ Children's AFT is already in town;
Advocates would have to get NEA and

CDF.




As has been discussed, the basic formula would be to:

(a) bring them to the White House for a moming brieting and short meeting with either the
POTUS, First Lady, or Vice President;

(b) do media feeds with them to their home areas: and
(c) make sure we leave time on their schedules so that they can make visits to the hill if they

so choose (even though we cannot legally ask them to lobby.)

[ want to underscore that this calendar could easily change; The Office of Public Liaison will
be meeting on Wednesday to discuss how realistic it is.
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March 21, 1994

MEMORANDUM FOR HAROLD ICKES AND GREG LAWLER

FROM: Alexis Herman
Mike Lux

SUBJECT: Weekly Update on OPL Activities

The following is the first in a series of weekly updates for you on OPL activities related to
health care. Included will be: -

summaries of what we know allied groups are doing in the field,
feedback/information we are receiving from lobbyists and outside groups;
reports on administration staff activities related to groups;

and updated calendar,
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Attached is information from Bob Chlopak on HCRP's activities in the targeted districts. The
most important things to note:

. There are now full time health reform field organizers in place in thirty-two districts.
Direct mail and paid phones are going on in each of those districts.

. Paid advertising is running in twelve districts.
Additional grassroots plans for the Easter recess include:

1. A very high emphasis on getting pro-reform people to go and be vocal at all town hall
meetings or forums. A secondary emphasis will be placed on generating handwritten letters
for reform.

2. "Vigils" at Congressional district offices.
3. Health reform yard sign campaigns targeted t0 members and members staff neighborhoods

‘ 4. Attempts will be made in all targeted districts to set up coalition meetings/"accountability
sessions" with the Congresspeople.

Updates from other supportive coalitions:

1. The small business coalition has had two organizing meetings and is recruiting new trade
associations to join it, but progress is slower than we had hoped . As of 3/18, they had
decided to hire Michael Whouley's firm to help them organize, but will have to raise
additional money to do Whouley's full program (FYI, Michael thinks he needs $200,000 to do
this right, and the Retail Pharmacy people have $50,000 they are willing to put into the pot,
They believe, and Michael believes, they will be able to raise the rest of the money.) Those
trade associations who have currently signed on include architects, Business and Professional
Women, Rural Electric Cooperative, Independent Truckers, Interior Designers, Graphic
Artists, Consulting Engineers.

2. The early retiree coalition -- which consists of businesses that benefit union and seniors
groups -- have been working the Ways and Means and Energy and Commerce Committees
hard, Mike Lux and Jack Lew met with them on 3/18. They are at war with Stark, and are
trying through Levin to hold his bill hostage until they get an early retiree provision into his

‘ bill. Jack and Mike tried to discourage this approach -- it is unclear how much success we
had. In general, they have been participating with other pro-reform coalitions in district
meetings back home, and have been trying to help educate the rest of the business community
on the merits of our bill.
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‘ 3. The Mental Health Liaison Group is working closely with Mrs. Gore's office, and is
planning to do targeted grassroots activity in the districts. Mrs. Ford and Mrs. Carter recently
testified to Congress and released a poll showing 62% support mental health benefits. Skila
Harris and Mike Lux met with them on 3/10, and they understand far better than they did
last year that they need to help us on the whole bill rather than worrying about every little
detail of the mental health provision.

4. The Long Term Care Campaign has money from two sources -- AARP and Home Care
businesses -- and is running television ads in targeted districts. Unfortunately, they have not
been willing to cooperate fully with us on their message. On the plus side, long term care
advocates have been very active in broader coalition efforts in the districts.

5. The Employer Responsibility Coalition that Ann Wexler and Bruce Fried are trying to put
together is moving very slowly. They still have been unable to sing up a critical mass of
businesses to make it truly worthwhile. They are still working it hard, and we are having a
conference call with them on 3/21.

Ecedback From Groups
The following bits of feedback/information from allied groups should be noted:

‘ 1. There is an intense need and desire right now to boost the morale of pro-reform
constituencies, convince them we can still win, and energize them, There are a number of
key POTUS or FLOTUS scheduling requests/ideas that have come in recently. We have
several which we would highly recommend:

. events with disability groups, who are really discouraged right now and need to be
energized. There are several possibilities coming up, the most important of which is a
series of events on May 2nd, including a forum and a rally. Either the POTUS or
FLOTUS should do one of these events.

. HCRP is planning a lobby day the week of April 11 (the first week Congress is back
in town). They would like tot do a South Lawn rally with the President. We highly
recommend doing such an event.

. the small business coalition we referred to earlier would like to do its formal kickoff
event the week of April 4th with the President. We highly recommend doing this
event.

. National Council on Aging will have 3,000 people in town on April 27th, We highly
recommend either the President or First Lady doing a speech to their convention.

. . Joan Campbell of the Nationai Council of Churches would like to bring heads of
denominations into Washington, preferably the week of April 11th, to have a meeting
with the President or First Lady on health care. After the meeting, they would plan to
go to Capital Hill to lobby for our approach to health care reform.
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. The American Diabetes Association has endorsed, and we think a quick meeting and
photo op with the First Lady would be worthwhile,

2. Joe Velasquez says that Bob McGlotten is hearing from supportive members of Congress
on the health plan that they need some cover, too. The AFL-CIO, while not pulling back on
the targeted members, will be stepping up its efforts 10 encourage activists in friendly
Congresspeople's districts to give them that cover.

3. Youth organizations are feeling like we haven't paid nearly enough attention to them, and
would like to start incorporating young people into our events and message, as well as
developing a broader strategy for young people on this issue.

OPL Siaff Activiti Health C

OPL staff have been helping the health care effort in the following ways:
1. On POTUS and FLOTUS events:

. Mike Lux and Debbie Fine helped do the politics and provide background information
‘ on the POTUS seniors event in Florida.

. Amy Zisook, working with Caren Wilcox at the DNC and small business friends,
provided thirty possible small business owners that the met the general criteria for the
Tuesday event. Amy has also been in charge of providing the audience for the event,
and the political background information on small business for the President.

. Mike Lux and Debbie Fine worked closely with Simone R. and HHS staff to put
together the providers event, including putting together the crowd, the briefing material
and the program.

. Mike Lux has helped with both the speech and background briefing for HRC's
appearance before the UAW legislative conference on Tuesday.

2. Attached is a calendar of briefings we have set up for last week and this week for
constituency groups on health care, including both substantive and message briefings.

3. Doris Matsui and Wendy Nishikawa are staffing the state opinion leaders meetings. The
first one is scheduled for this Thursday (3/24). It will be people from Southwest Virginia.

4. Debbie Fine has been working with Jason Solomon and Catherine Balsam-Schwaber to get

. the new message briefings set up this week for key organizations, She is also working with
Simone R. and HHS to set up a day-long briefing for nurses and social workers from targeted
districts, modeled after the doctors briefings.

5. Mike Lux and Debbie Fine are continuing to track groups activities by district.
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. 6. Marilyn Yager worked on the business targeting document; continued to liaison with big
business coalitions and worked on preparation for the Cabinet Chief of Staff meeting on
business outreach, She also worked on a heaith care legislative tracking doucment regarding
Ways and Means mark-up acitvities and the impact on groups.
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