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— January 30,196
MEMORANDUM TO: Alexis Herman
Steve Hilton
Ben Johnson ; - - , S
Mike Lux -
: ~“FROM: Flo McAfeg o
RE: " Emerge Articte ) B

Attached is an advanced copy of an Emerqe magazine article entitled: "Civil Rights - -

Report Card." It might be of use because it grades all members of Congress from -
w districts ith 20 percent or more African American representation. The listof - - -

members from districts ith 20 percent plus is very interesting. o

_This article . ill appear in the March issue on an annual basis.
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L RIGHTS

~ This is the first of what will
become Emerge’s annual
compilation of votes in Con-
gress on key issues affecting

African—Amerieans.
H BETSV PEOPl[s

IVIL RIGHTS iRenrs w1|| face in-
creascd scrunny, now that con-
scrvative Repablicans have taken
over the House and Senate for
the first dme In four decades.
The 103rd United Scares Con-
gress (1993-94) fared well on
avil rights issues bur avil nghts
leaders are apprehensive about whar
could come next

“You need 0 measurc people by decds,
oot wards,™ say Laura Murphy Lee, dires
tor of the Washingron, D. C,, office of the
Amcrican Civil Liberties Union (ACLLY)

When avil rights were threatened by
the Reagan and Rush administratons,
activists konew they could mum to Can-
gress. Now, they aren’t too surc.

*People have to make certain thar we
lose no ground in the prowetion of our
right to vote,” says Wade Henderson,
director of the Washington bureau of the
National Associanon for the Advancement
of Colored People (NAACP), “Most
imporamty, Black peuple Liave oo regisecr
to vote. There has to be an ongomg aggres-
sive campaign for voter participation.”

Many activists feared Ronald Reagan's
efforts to dismante il rghre

“When that happened 15 years agp,
people in the avil nights commmity had ro
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Here is the NAACP's position on saiected issues for members of the
Songte and for those in the Honae alected from districts that have
at Jeast 20 percent Black votgrs.

FAWMLY AND PAEDSCAL LEAVE ACT — provides unpald, JOD—protectad leave and conthuation
of benefits to federal civil and congressional workars and some in the private sector: nad
NAACP eupport; passed.

MATIOHAL VOTER RESISTRATION ACT — requires ststes 10 aflow voter regjstration at the
time of driver’s licanse appfication or renewal, by mall and other public sites; had NAACP
SUPPOIT, passed,

STRIXER REPLACERSENT (BOUSE ONLY) ~ bars empioyers from hiring permanent regizos-
ments for those striking over economic issues, offering enticements to warkers to Cross
picken finas; had NAACP support; passed.

CA3EBUS GUDCET RECONCILUATION ACT — impiaments the presidant's proposed S-year
economic program throudh reveniud Increeses and spenring niny: eraatss empowenment
zones and communities; expands some tax, food stamp, child immunization programs
that benafit low=incoms resicents; had NAACP Suppor passed.
Wmmmmm—mmumuwuhdmdwimimlm
ground check to buy handguns; had NAACP support; passed.

NOSTH AMERICAN FREE TRADE AGREFMENT (NAFTA) — opens free trade with Canads
and Mexico by eliminating or reducing tanffs for good and services; did not have NAACP
support; mssed.

D.L. FIATEROOD [HOUSE OMLY) — odmits the Digtrict of Columbia Into the Uninn ar the
Stete of New Cojumbia; had NAACP support, fafied.

ELERMENTARY AND SECOXDARY EDUCANGN REAUTHORIZATION ACT — reapproves the 1965
act through 1299 and spproves spending ¥4/ dillion In 199 for dhaxives tked-d st
dants; had NAACP support; passed.

MCCULLIRE AMEXNAIFNT ON RACINL JUSTICE ACT — dalates Drovisions that allow the use
of statietics end other evitente to make a cisim of racs discrimingtion by inmates seeking
10 overhurn death serences; did not have NAACP support; failed.

OMNIEUS CRINF BALL-CONFERENCE REPORT — approved spending $30.2 billion over sty,
years ON crime pravertion, community policing, naw iaw enforcers and buikling state and
locai prisons, among other provisions; did not have NAACP support; passed.

NATIONAL SERVICE UMOTED OADGHTERS OF THE CONFEDERACY [SEXATE UNLY) — KIS an
mndnmtmmmvuyemmedesmmfomwnmomwmdm
Corfodcrogy; hat NAACP support; pas

SCHOOL~TO-WORK mmsmonmmmn—mmswom

lion from 1995-2003 for programs to help young peogle move from sehool to the work
place; had NAALY pport; passed.

@ uve

regroup and create biparisan strategies,”
says Ralph G. Neas, cxecuntive director of
the Leadership Conference on Civil Righes,
a coalition nf 180 nationa! organizations
representng women, persons with disabili-
tes, labor, religious groups and older
Americans, Over the objection of the White
House, Congress passed the Civil Rights

Act of 1991, the Americans with Disahili-
res Act, the Givil Righws Restoraton Az,
the 1982 Votng Right Acc Extension,
Tapanee-Amencan Redres Bill, South
Affican sanctiors legisladon, and the Fair
Housing Act Amendments of 1988.

“In looking over the last 30 years, all
of the civil righrs laws add up to 2 second
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of the civil rights laws add up tv a second
American Revolutlon in which many of
the dreams embodied in our Consttution
have beea givin some measurc of realicy,™
Neas says. “Lirerally millions of Ameri-
~ans have been given an equal opportuni-
ty in voring, employment, education and
housing. Bur rhere is also no question
thar we have a lorg way o go.”
Ironically, Neas® observaton thar we
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have “a long way 10 go™ comes exactly 30
years after the famous Scima-to-Mont-
gomery March led by Dr. Martin Lother
King Jr. and Smdeat Noaviolent Coos di-
nating Commitee Chairman John Lewis.
Instead of facing Gov. George C. Wal-
lace’s statc Toopers, woday’s assault has
come in the form of legal challenges, ech
as Shaw v. Reno.

In Skaw, the 1993 North Carolina

case chat has challenged redismicting taw,
the U.S. Supreme Court left a pray ares m

respect to racial considerations in drawing
up new disives, Nuw, sevaral vl kiwe
suity are challenging majority-Black con-
gressional dictrict seats that were created
as a result of remapping for mcreased
Rlack reprecenrarion in Compress

“Ir's no quesdon thar che poor as a
group came our of the 1980s worse off
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than tey came out of the 1970s, that’s a
wagely,” says Neas.

“1 would hope with cvery passing day,
month aod year, the consensis in Congress,

pereent or bemer as “special friends” of the
nrganization. Those with the wosst recard,
kess than 60 peraex, inchude 40 senators
and 206 representarives from both polid-

Givil rights proposal.”

“This #a’t about a balanced federal
budget or cutting back og entitiement
spending,” says Loe.

the avil rights communiry and across the
aation % o address the economic opporturi-
ty isues and not reopen these ovil rights
issues that bave boen srded fora long time.”

NAACP officials consider those sena-
tors and represcotatives with grades of 70

cal partics.

What can people cxpect from the
104¢h copgress?

“Subtle tacism in the form of disman-
tling exdsting civil rights laws,® nays Les.
“They’re too smart to say this is an ant-

“This is about comiuued discafran-
chisement of groups of people based on
their s, race and gender. We age aot
cealing with police dogs and firc hoscs,”
Lee esphinge. “We're dpaling with much
more wbtle exclusionary practices.” 8
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