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Waifaiiigioii. DC 20036 

202/293-1100 
202/S61-0208 (fax) 

The 

Leading 

Advocate 

for 

Working 

Women 

February 6,1995 

TO: Mr, George Stephanopoulos 

Senior Advisor to the President for Policy and Strategy 

FROM: Audrey Tayse Haynes, BPW/USA Executive Director 

RE: Minimum Wage Legislation 

First, I would like to thank you again for attending Business and 
Professional Women/USA's Magnificent 7 Awards Dinner last Thursday 
and presenting' the award to Ms. Myers. Your presentation was quite 
moving; it was wonderful to have you with us. 

I was informed by our Director of Member Services and Communications 
Candance Parks who visited with you and Betsy Myers at your table that 
you discussed the Administration's efforts to increase the minimum wage 
as well as the importance of organizations like ours for these efforts to be 
a success. 

Following that discussion, we worked with our national leadership to 
present the attached resolution at our Board of Directors meeting on 
Saturday. The resolution was passed overwhelmingly by BPW/USA's 
sixty-seven member Board of Directors a group representing every state 
and consisting of women executives, small business owners and women 
on the front lines fighting for workplace equity. 

As you know, BPW/USA represents some 80,000 working women across 
the nation. At least 157o of our members are small business owners. If at 
any time you need women in business to speak to this issue, please call on 
us. We support the President's proposal and will support legislation when 
presented. 

Thank you again for the Administration's continued efforts to support 
working women and their families. We look forward to working with you 
on this and other issues in the near future. 

• . i j 
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The 

Leading 

Advocate 

for 

Working 

Women 

Resolution Supporting Efforts to Increase the 
Minimum Wage 

WHEREAS Business and Professional Women/USA (BPW/USA) is 
the leader in fighting for economic equity for women; and 

WHEREAS women are disproportionately clustered in low-income, 
minimum wage positions; and 

WHEREAS 4.2 million people earn the minimum wage, half of 
whom provide 50 percent of their family's income and two-thirds of 
whom are women; and 

WHEREAS an individual working full-time at the current minimum 
wage of $4.25 per hour will earn only $9,000 per year, well below the 
poverty level for a family of four; and 

WHEREAS raising the minimum wage is an enabling tool to 
achieving some of the goals of the Fair Pay Act, BPW's principal 
public policy priority; now therefore be it 

RESOLVED that BPW/USA supports efforts to raise the minimum 
wage; and be it 

RESOLVED further that BPW/USA urges Congress to adopt 
legislation raising the minimum wage, thus showing a commitment 
to strengthening the American famil/s ability to be self-sufficient. 

Washington, DC 
Passed by the BPW/USA Board of Directors, February 4,1995 


