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Comment: Please give this to Alexis, Ruby and 
Debbie Fine - it is for Alexis' call with Camille Cosby. 
ThaDik you. 

Quote for the day: 
" Not fling in this worid can take the place ofpersistence. 

Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful men with 
talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is almost a proverb. 

Education will not: the world is full of educated derelicts. 
Persistence and determination are alone omnipotent. The slogan press 
on' has solved and always will solve the problems of the human race. " 

Calvin Coolidge 



May 25,1995 

Dear AUixis, 

Debbie F ine told me last night that Camille Cosby is interested in the Council and that you may 
be spieakirg with her again today. I wanted to offer a few more thoughts which might be helpflil 

- Firjit, the Cosby's are uniquely important to this effort. They were almost without exceptioii 
the fiirsi; ix ople suggested to lead th« Council by everyone I consulted. Their commitnient cO this 
issue ancl Iheir support of programs such as Dr. Foster's gives them unmatched credibility, .̂ .nd, 
as a man i<;d couple they will be a powerful positive symbol. 

- Second, ]f they have any concems :ibout this being too closely tied to the government vou ca \ 
assuie them that this will Itje a truly independent, genumely bipartisan Council. A ? you : no\\, 
even thouĵ  the President and the First Lady are very supportive of this effort, the Council will 
not be directed by the White House. In fact, you could point out that because we alS v,un\ this to 
be a lasting organization, it is critical that the Council not be seen as a "White House" mil. uive 
(Belle in particular feels very strongly about this). 

-Third, if they have conceims about the extent of the commitment they would be expected tr 
make to lihe Council, you could point out that they will likely be one of several Co-C hairi, (ii 
they would like to be the only Co-Chairs we could certainly try to work that out) m 
organization with a strong president. Moreover, with Belle as the presidem, they cajj feel surt 
that the C'ctuncil will be in the wise and mature hands of someone who will not unnecessarily 
burden them. Finally, we would be veiling to accept whatever level of involvement they feel 
comfor;ab:ie with even if it is limited to Camiile's participation 

-Fouith, this is the right issue, the right mission and the right time. Teen pregnancy ? art,̂ iably 
he biĝ iesr social problem facing the country today and the Cosby's have a demonstrated 
interest ^̂ ô eovê , there is no broad, visible national leadership coming from the pnvate sector 

they (ran do for teen preispancy what .lim Burke did for drugs with the Partnership for a Drug 
Free America, There is a real gap this Council can fill. And, the country is focused on the 
..iiobleni The President and the First Lady are interested and will be supportive ana there are 
serious eifT!3rts springing up al! over (Califomia and Georgia both have state-wide effort: 
undem iy) This is the time for national leadership which can take advantage of this moiner, 'uni 

Thank ycu again for all of your help (Vernon and I finally hooked up and he will be calling 
Warren tluffett). l et me know whait else I can do. 


