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Statement of Earl c. Graves, PublishQr & CEO 

RLACK ENTERPRISE MAGAZINE · 

RE: Adarand Decision 

C;ivcn tho current polit:ical climate, the 811prPmP ,. 

Court's daci~jon in Adarand Constructor~ Jnc. vs. the 

Et~tc of Colorado was far from une~pected. while thP 

dccioion is diRcouraging, it is far from beinq thP 

deciaivc blow on tha j~sue 6f the m~rit~ of affirrn~tive 

ac~ion. The geeds for thi~ decision w~re Rown hy 

politicn, and roaped with th~ Supreme Court appointmonts 

of the conccrvat.ive Reagan and Bush administr~tions. Th~ 

Court'G makcup--and the appointment of Clarence Thomas 
'" 

in particular--speak to the jmportancG of African 

Amoria~n~ making thgir influende f~l~ in thP pnli~i~~l 

process. It i~ pa~At~c~.llarl'y di~turbing--thouqh~ aga~n, 

not ~ot~Jly o~rpriein9-~that.Thomas voted with th~ 

majority in this decision. 

Minority seL-u~ide programc have been urlli~dl Lu 

tt·11:: ab~ l .!'ty of minorit~y bu~i111.::~~r. to gain acc:8L';t~ t.o 

gc.iv~i:· 11111e11 L L.;u11t r. ,~ct.r.- -bus i ne~H wit l L!h / lJt! ror11:~ t.hc.: a cl vent 

1.-1tii te-OY.'rtE:<:l comprlri.i.~~. The: Bt.1preme Court.' n l ate~t 
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decision points to the need for black business to takQ 

action; thi~ i~ why the formation of a political action 

committee that will advocate on behalf of black business 

~a ao vitally important at this timA. 

As you know, I have joined wJth other CEOs of th9 

nation's )arge~t black bu~inQSSGS to Qnsure that 

d~ci~ion~ such as this on~ don't go unchallen9ed. 

Saforyuardin~ affirmative action is among the top 
p 

priori~ies of our PAC, Mobilization for Economic 

Opportunity. 

It'~ impo~tant to note that the Supreme Court 

stopped 5hort of striking down Colorado's affirmative 

action program, inste~d ~Anding it to a federal appeale 

court for further study of whoth~r thQ program actually 

di5criminatQS against white-owned comp~nie~. A9ain, tho 

issue is far from decided. And the battle iD far from 

over. 
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ENT 
riffill~ 
_u...~.~..L 

THEY WERE BORN. IN THE LATE J 940s* INTO A 
world divided by c:olor-black and white. Given tfidr timinr, 
and their race, ~be whicc world offered them littk and expected 
even lci;s. But a!l 1ha1 quickly c1-.anscd. 

Just as 1hey enlered. grade school, a victory in Brown vs. tht. 
Buard (If F-dutation altered the nation's educational landscap<:. 
13y the cimc they were sc:niors in high school, colleges 1ha1 had 
been complc1cly shuttered to their parrnls were not only con· 
$idel'ing lhem, chey were recruiting them. 

13y then, the Civil Right~ Ac1 of 196'.5 had been passed, and 
th~· govcrt1Jllf;'lll w;1s puning pressure on white im"litul.il~ns tc 
citlm adrnh hlack ~cudcnt.~'of'losc"fcdcraf'fu'ili.filig:"l'he 'inc.en· 
1 ivc: opened doors, first at the- undcrgrad1rn1r.: level, th~n at th( 
graduate level ''nd, ultimatdy, al th<~ proli:sdonal kvd. Blc~ssed 
with ambition, ut•1trn1i11;1tion and suong familit'.S who instilled 
in chem the value of <.~duc1ti{111, tlw 11 women and 14 mer 
interviewed for thi~ article became fl1-s1-line bt,ncfkiarics of r 
llt'W prngrnm Jubbl>d ;\ffi1m.i1ivc aC1io11. 
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COVEIR STORY 

Cttl Robbins 
I•ere:onal Stlltss age 

4 7, married with four 
chiblren. age~ 2 to 12, 
1rnd ;~ ::tcpchild, 25 

Ctirient Position1 Senior 
Manar;er, Einploy-mt~nt at 
Tb.c \'ancuard Group uf 
In~~'.Stmcnt Compinit:$, 
Mal"crn, Pa, 

[:duc:ation: B.A.. Amel'ic:rn 
lli&1ory, Univcrsif)' of 
J>i;1in~)·lvania '70: M.B.A., 
1.ahi:·t Rc·luiom Manage:· 
mt'.IH. The \X'harton 
Sduml. '80 

F:dhc:C'ion111 "I 11m 
l'n1'nnt'd 11b~•u( "'II the ·-..,_ 
dialcigut• th(lt's t~<)iug ........... .....__ 
on ~.hout idfirmadvt;' --..... I 
:inion. ~1(:_ 11rt. the pwof of tl1('. • ...._...,,...._ . 

pwfoii1l~· \'\l'ho sucCt"~d~ b not mei·ely ~. -............._-.! 
quc~:ti(•ll of rnJcnL, it 1

:> ;t qut•nion or 
oppt-rtunity." 

Robbins w<1s born into it dose ~md extended Philaddphi:.i 
famiiy with \'V'eM Indian root!I and 11n .imp1cssive hi$tM)' rich in 
inttlln:tual :incl t'ntrcprenE:utli\l imrsuit~. A national mel'it 
scho: r1r in hi(:h .~chllol. and a sdf-dcscl'ih~d "basketball monk'' in 
cc11ltgc·. Rohbins traced his family':; hisrnty •'IS a scniol'•)'Car 
pl'ojc·ct. 
"A·~ du: rime, rhc Nix.on admininrn.ti.on was touting black 

capitalism ns th<.: w:ivc of rhe fmurc," recalls Robbini;. "Mud1 
wa~ h·~ing mnd<' of lielf-hclp, and chc whole ho0t11trapper 
.t>hcnornr.nNt." lnrrigucd, hr. ~ought 10 kam why an old family 
-.;it.:rinii. business had 00• 5urviw:d. His c.ondu~ion: R.ac:isnt had 
dc~troy~d the ahility of i-hc busil~ess w grow and suc<:ccd. 

Hohbins soughr his own S\1(:1;(,S!dn th(' human. resource& fidd. 
fiu1 ,IC th'· Mnhil~' Corp .. th~'n UNISYS an~i PM.C Corp T()(lay, 
;lt v~ng1rnrd. hl' i.$ ('nthusiai;tic:ally· leading his company's 
div,·.rsit}' dY<1n~. but ~<lrnits to being plagt1cJ with (foubis. "I 
cook 1111 inform11l ~1m•cy of lhe blrick members of \Vhanon's dass 
1,f '73, <111d <ilmo~1 none of \h<".m arc wMki11g at corponttiom 
an.yn101·e···· .. thc)'''~ sdf-cmployed. \'(lhy? Btci\usc. it's 110L a glass 
cdJiq; Wt: hit. J1 1 ~ lnUdl more profound \/1an thar. i'm OllC' of 
th~ p1 ~·~ oul hen W;4Ving a big blllnncr al <1d1i:r black folks, 
s:i.yiug, 'Come join md' But someii1rws rm vety ;unbivalem 
abou: it. 

"In 1 ie incrca~ing rnmpcti1io11 for "' lirnilt'.d numhc:I' of jobs, 
ther~\ ;i h<1ck\a,I. <.:oming fr<>m a small group yelling, '\Vhat 
ahl' 1H mc 1 Wc'vr: d()nc! enm1gh. l dou'i- want thill g•Jilt rrip 
anyn: mt. \'(rhy ~h,rnld I. give a h•J•.tt ab-out s11mevnc who\ lt:1d 25 
)'('<H~ <Jf ~<1-cdkd ady;1ntagr,·? l'v(' i~ot owugh to •,vorry ah(Htt 
witi1 nw <1wn j1»b and family.' Thq'rc tl·,cally wronf;. And, what 
tro·.1hln m·;· 11H•~1 i.~ r.h;ir I i>c::H nl"•rh:ug from the lrn~in<:~.\ 
q1mrll;11ity ,0 h,'.~11 why afli1·m.1tiv<: a·~:tion ·n,rds ro he kq>t in 
pL1.:('.. fr ~Lould bc gPpliic:ally, 1'.nip\:((';1!ly \'vidrnr rh,1: 1hi.~ 
1ic;r··-:h l•' h<· 1-:C'pl .i; pf;l('.c." 
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Wilhelmina Leigh 
Per1•Jt1.al S1at1: 47, 6ingle, no <.:hildren 
Curiem }J(.!sit:folll Srnior Rcmm;h As.sedate/Economist, Joint 

Ce11H'r for Political and Eoo.nomic. Studies, Washington, D.C. 
Edu·;:ationi A.B. Ernn<1mic;:s, Corntll '70; M.A. aud Ph.D. 

&.:ono:·ni.cs, Johns Hopkins '76 and '78 
Reflections: Her I 6-JM(~ n:sunu: is dominatt'.d by a list 

of p:!fl('T$ she bas authol't:d on the CC(1110mic.'i Of housiri(~t 
ln:alth ~rid 11rb;in rmcwal. A member of Phi Beta Kappa 
who flni\hed collC'.'ge": a scm(:m:r cr.rly, Leigh has al~o held 
tcaching position1' at John~ Hc1pkio$. Gc:otgt:town, the 

1Jr.. Univ1.:rsirv of Virginia, Howard nnd Harvard. 
~~"~e · d ' d ·1 ···-..;,'\'t1t>11 Rut wha.r hc:r rt'mmt' ocm r. crn.1 arc 

... ,~ rhr profC'i;.~iona! ~light~ sht''s 
............. ...._ suffered due co ht':r race M 

........-...... genda, and thi: srnrs 

7 kft by her c:ollq~c 
Y~'•US. 

~ . . . ',... .. .. 
Cornell becauH' my 

fathn wanted me to, and 
because I thoughl ht· was 
Lh~ best thins since ~liccd 

hre.td." But the D.C. nalive 
w :ts u npteparcd for what .1:he 

WCJulcl find there. "In my 
ima~iningg, CC1tndl Y.NJ.s going 

to be the land of milk :iod 
huncv, filled with all of lhese 

brillia1;t poople. Wli:it J found w;ts 
;l mixed bk~~ing. r leamcd " lot 

:thom mndf :ind the world, hut a lot 
of the :lef.$Oo> wc.:H' v~ry p.1infol. • 

"In th~ envi1nrtrrl(,llt l grew up in, eve1Jhnd)' was pl<'lt}' much the 
~;1m('. l.n lrh;ca. )'Oil ho1d w ddinc ymmdf, and thar ddlni1fon wa.~ 

. likdr 1:0 grow nL1t ohvh;H you wrn:n·r, not what you \'{ere. There 
wcn;o ~O·'.'llH 40 bl<lch in [tfit: school of! nus an.ii sdcncc~. Por 
Corr1dl, i1 \Vil.S ~ fl'•'I bumper c:rc:>p, but it i(.lt lik<' Vl'C}' rt"w, :Mr fir&e 
wcd1 tlKrc'. I j1m cried." 

Corr.di w~ the11 a hotb~·d of militam black ac:1:ivism.---<wt. o( tht> 
nw~t ~1 rild11g in tlK nation. l~igh c;(>titributcd from rhc sidelinC's. 
J\ran<lishing <1 wr:~poo, ;1s did ~omc <)f h1:·z- p<'t.l'S, "w;1s 11<)1" my strk." 
L1:ig;h ncn·1 belie\'ed di;H tl1l'. sometime:~ e:iareme- ;tc:lion ~tudt:nts 
wok :it (\,mdl, :tldwtigli widdr public:ii:cd, would h~ve mud1 
imp~c.:1 h:youd die uniwrsit>. I kc dottbL~ w~r~ confirsm:d wh<:n she 
ll'lUl'll•~d IO n.c. .titer gr.o1du:•ti1111. Thm. i;hc ~ays llatlr. "J had fill 

ivcuy lOWr:r views nf wh«l dk world wwJld hold for mt. I did 11ot 
!') pt:l."t w havt· the s:iine qr<,,•:r uptiom :ts a white malr:, and 1 lrnvtn't. 
Bm J die <:xpcct \"() liavi:" lll\JIC ortitins dun nl,I' n101he1' and r h:\\'c." 

Afll1·1nHiv\· .1uion dr..i.nu:ic~lly rlimini~hcd O\'l'tt racial exclusion, 
h111 lia; do1K liak ro alif'r tl1<' r:tCi:;t minc·s<:i:, obs<:1veF Ldgh. In hu 
f~·:ld·--ir which Leigh i> <Ill•:· of frw women ;1.11d tvt·u fr:wt:r Africm 
Anl<'ricns . 1..•.·igh ·"'Y" ,he ha~ hr:cn sonH·wh.11. "ghcu.oizccl" in ht·r 
1~~<·;11d·, :1<\igr:rnfn1:;. lirnitc·d w hl<1C'k· or ·worntn·1·d~wl proi<T<S 
"hcc;:U\L· fl j, t11:ighcr ;(! he :·1,~L<:pt<·.d <I~ .1n ·~Xp<Tf. OJ) Ctlht:r i~>Ut:.\." 
Tlw •::r1r·n~1· .i·: ::•ill 1.!H.H·. ~Ii,- >•11''. hw :dfrm:uiw :i.:tion h~; tRJO<: ir 
hart-kr ,:,·1 ,;j i": ~·:.y,.,:n. . 
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COVE~t STORY 

Charles E. Allen 
Perlional St·au:1 4 7, 

marriC'd, thrc(. childrrn 
ages 12 to 20 

Current l1011ition1 
President ;rnd Co-ltlundet 
of Gr.ii1mr<. Jn,,, D<'.troit 

EdueUlC11n1 B.S. i:inancc/ 
/\ccountint\• Mor<,housc "70; 
M.B.A. finanC('. Univrnity of 
Chic••go 'n 

Refle.;t.ia11'1 "When I wa~ 
~raduatil1g high ~diool, il 
wa.s the heyday of prom· 
inc111 while ~~olkgr..~ 

coming and p\11ling the 
lH'.51 ~ ud briglt.tcs1 
blac.k students to 
i111egl'au·. th<"ir $ch<>ols. I t<1lk·~d 
ti) Pr::.nn and fit>lll('. 01hel'S, but l dc-:idcd 
I dilir1' 1 via 1u ti.' be 11 s1atis1k. 

"The l<ist year of Henj;\min Miirs' presidency w;u my 
flM· yi:ar :it .Morehouse. Ht' wa.~ llWC'. inst1lti11g. He would 
always i111h:a1~ thal' Morchomc. w.i.s a builder of minds, not an 
ath!t:tic 1rn~chi1w. We were (:Vll~t:mdy told wt: could do any1hins. 
be anything. It was a place of idea~ and dullc111J(!~." 

Allen s~1y1: tlmt th;tr rich, nurturinG experfe1Ke prcparc<1 him wdl 
for hu~1 nt·s; school, where "1hcy \\'('<!11 10 great pnins to <•xplain in 
dm1d rhcoric~ thiH held th:11 black intdkctual capacity was !es~ 
than wl1itc. I will never forgn a white pmfossor noting that ''ne 
had r.o :HV<! th(' same c11lturnl background a~ he did to u111lem:rnd 
rhc cour~e ~1mkulum. J h:id a ftt. On(' of my friends had ro c;1lm 
me down, He pulled mt· .i.~ick :ind s;iic\. 'Don't Ire them provoke 
you in1.:~ d"inr, somcrhing nupid. D\ln

1

t let rh<'m ~end you 
home ... 

"l w;1s Jw.wily 1·i;o,1it<'d. by boinh, including First INalion:AI 
T°loink of] Chicago I anivt:d tho"~ with a blue dl)uble knh suit on 
wilh ;1 \hp cwrr.1:h~ p(lch1, ;1 big tic with big bird,; ...... paruidgcs··-· 
<•rt i1. and a big afrn. f look\~d like a c:ounrry hide, bm I thought I 
w11~ ,,harp!" 

Dc'.spitc his initial fashion f;1ux p11s, Allen moved 1·;1.pidl}' 
rhrough ~evnal grnundhrc·aking positi(ICJ~. He scrYcd ;u a vice 
p1t:s1de111 ~nd divi~ion man<1g{'1· :1l Tlw Bmk of Californi<i befoie 
bt·n1mi113 prt'side11t and CEO of' Firlit lfld('pen<lcncc National 
lhnk l•f f.'letr1 . .;t, tl1t· nin di· brgi:st bl:u:k·owncd bank in 1hr 
n:uinri. Now he-ad of his own firm, wliid-. rnanat~c~ assets ti.Haling 
$1.S hillitnl, Alkn bC"lieves 1hc future foL· Af1ic.a11 American~ li(:s 
i11 tlie C1m.1~sing of black .::apiral aml tht rdrnilding of d10~e 
in.sriHiticn:;--·-·drnn.:hc:s, .\diools. b11sir1crn::; ..... .''that we dismantled 
in 011r quc.>r fol' in1e-~r:uion." l~ut, he ia~iia~. 1his should not 
hap l'('f1 to the cxd u si ~in (,f hi 1 rher p:":)(!JtS~ ill mai1urrl'am 
H'(:\llfS. 

•·· 1·hrrc u\t.·d t '" ix ~n nprc.\~i<>ll i11 t ht: prc-~JtlrmrHt\'C aoi()Jl 
J., ... • 1 • .,, ;{ ~· • I 

1 
I ,. II"•, '.~I .I ........ l. .. ·- .• , l .• .. J .• 

l)()H oillrc, y0u U>!:ld ;t,•p wf1rk, 'xcause gr.:::11, bright, prnmising 
r:1knr h.id hl'fn lu.:kul our nfndH·r prnf~·ssinna! ~·<•<;sihili1ir:s. Thar 
w,1.•, all d':!1:~.,ing. \X'J,;11 -,,·iii h;1ppr::io 1H1w:•' 

Jun. 12 1995 5:13PM P09 
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Brcntki Annstrong 
l)ersona1 Su1ui: 45, never marTie(I, 2. <t<lopfrd i;ons 
Cur.re.,.t Positic.m: As~o~:i;m· Prof<."s~or of Pediatric.,, Division of 

Pediatric; :.:.:ardiolcigy; Dire,(<1r of h~lluwi;hip Tuining, Duk(· 
University M.cdical Ccmer, Durham, N.C. 

Eduanfon: 13.S. Zooloi~v, Duke '70: M.D., St. Louis U. '74 
Reflecticn11: When Brrnd11 Armstrong was a.dr.1itted co Duke, ht•r 

physician father was thrilled. He bdkved a Duke 
dcgm' would optn dMrs for hii: firsr-born. He had no 
idea what she would go thl'ough to get it. 

Armstrnnr..·-~ d:w1 of 20 (0111 of l.500) doublt-d tht: 
l\ltal numbn of hlack scudents at 1.he sclwol, but by 

. "'t"" yc-Ar·,~ad only h:ilf thiu 1111nibn rc::m11ine..{ Th~~ 
~-!~.,,'\IQ ~cvcrc arrricion had multiple cnusts. 

-.::!..~ •• ........_ Chi<,f '~mong rhcm was 
••· ........... ..._ diu:riminai:ion. "J\d\'ison; 

............. woul.ti flat ou1 
~7 1dl you tha1 you 

didn't h;tvi: the 
requisht' skill~ rn 

I handfo science ;11 

Duke," Arn1strOllg 
r~~lls. "W'e :tl~o h.id a 

nu m bc:r of sirnuions 
whc:tt" bhn;b were 

brnught befort' the honor 
.• "- bo~r<l :rnd :n;c;ui;cd of -................. ..:...._ j pl:1ginrism bc·cause the 

···..._ teat"hrr fdt such work could 
"""·-............. not haYe he-:m produced hy a 

-.............. black sr1.1d,,m," 
.. , In •ht: fall .-l 1%?. Armstrong 

hdp~·d found r.he Af'1i1-A111~rirnn Sociery, which began discussions 
with Duh's ;1dminim·;11:inn ~-·eking ~p<xif1c rhinr~~: ti. dorm of d1~ir 
own, a wli111al u~ntN, m0rc hhc.k fiK11i1.y and ;,cfrninisrrarors, a more 
indusivc cnuic:ulurn. On h·hrnary ]J, 196!.l. frm1rntec.-I hy a lade of 
H·~pori.~iv<'r•r~~~. U bbd< !>'111<knis ..... aid,,d bf mh,·r.s····--took over rhc 
;1dmlni~1r;1tl()fl builditlg. Arn1str1·,,,g, 1hrn ch:1ir ;:if th<' S1K.it.L)'. \VII.~ lit 
tlw ;;enc<':' of rlw s1.:wdoff. \Vh,~.n rhe ~dwol pl.\<~:d rhc g.rollp on nbd 
i11t1:m~lly. ~Ii 60 cl Duk:'s black swdems joined them. Tltqr were 
SU(•:c:s~fi1lly l<'Jll'C'~t:llte>:I, pro ho.01·1, l1)' J11li11s Chamhcrs, d1i•:f council 
of the NAACP L<·g.i.1 D<'fr'.!l~<· ~ind h.lucaticm Fund. '111c e~p~.rkrKc, 
says Arm!:tr'-mg, '\iii! dr·ln•,; my c.tf(!er and pdii.ica1 i1wolvcmc11t." 
C:~1d11Hio11 prnvtd sobtring. "Mv initi.tl idealism that all \)f .l 

suJd~n d1i11g~ w~·Hld ((l".t a whok lot he11er for m wa.~ rocally 
lfashcd." :;lie rtu!I:;, "The <inly lliing I w;is cwe1i11 of W;h that th~· 
worl<l WlU'.d he ;J whole Int <liffc:n.•111, and we· W')uld ha1•e l<> work 
h:nd for wh<tk\'CI W('. (}'!. J' fdl a WinJclW of nppo;tuniL)'. J.lld ;\ 

s 1~11~t ih:•,: ''.'( ha<l to grt1b :dl \\'1' could hcfon: i1 ~liunmc<l shm. l'v<: 
alway.~ 1i,1d J. iv:.;.lrhy .\c11.'>c- oh.vh:tt my fad1t:r ci.11.~ p;1r:moi:i." 

The 60 '111drnts tried ;tk•Pgsi.-k A1 m;;trnng ir. the :;pring (>f '(>~ 
muH 11<'•''<' ~ ·1:~rnl d1:ir ~u•~r.:. "~ktwc;:n m, \\'(~ l1<ll'I'.' about 160 
dtgl'c~:1,'' ~lie hr.1~;:;. "P<"·'Pi._. n'wn'.:r. trv w du:apcn you wirh rlce :rnd 
i~·c11dn. h1.11"'· ... ~-·llc-m .. ,·111~.h·,. ;, 1nur.h i"nr r.h•:lll rn ';W;_> ;ht::1c.'' 

Sr!!L s!1c 1drc1it\, <.\"(;1 .~!JC:<c':: d,·.,~;;n't d11ll 1lw ;rinr. ot r.1cirn1. ''\\~'c 

Ii:».- l!<·w·r q :•("lj'c·d i'l<.1hn~: h:1 . .:i: ." ~:;.:•.~ Ar1n;r.ru11.!';:·,~·h(•, iroll.1<.'Jlly, 
~)?:, h1.:il1" h ·r (,)~'{'(!" .~! f)11h·· ,11•,;' ;,. ,.,,, .... r.r-' ·· ,,, · ..... l ..... ,if..: .,( ~ 1 - .I. 
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Dar1id R. ]onr.s 
Pt:rso.noJ s~~ts1 47, married, 

!WO d1iJd1·c-n 
Curn:nt Pot;itiom 1'1csidc.m 

and CF.:0, Communit>· s~r"icc 
Soc kt v -rl N 'e\Y York 
Ed~c.ltion: B.A. G<1vernme11t 

Studic~. Wti;lev1m '70; J.D., Yale 
I.aw School 'i4. 
Rcflc·~ianSt Jones knt'w in high 

.~chool tlut he would become a 
lawyer and <.'ntc1· a lifo of public 
service. h was a family tradition. 
H ii; fath-:r wr.!. the first black 
a1>sc: 011bh'ma.n dccrcd in 

/ 

Bt<1<1klyn\; Brdford Sruyvcsanr 
nl.'ighhnrho11d---the $.itne 1;.,unp '-.... ..... 
fwm which Shirkr Chisholm ~;prune.. .......... •• ..., 
u., t.u~; 1\JU\';;\ Ul.ILIS\"., llll_: Kll.t;ll 1 •• ll Li:!l1U.' WCl:i it ~ /:;·:.· ·: .. 

ccncc'r ~f lw;1ch.- polirirnl and i111dlwu;1.\ debate, from . -......._ J. : ·::<He'fe;. 
,~)1ich he aod }1;~ si~ICT were m:vcr barn:cl. They h;id als~~ met ••.. : >:1m~~:~*:." 
$r.vc~1.,1l 11f tl1c- bhK.k culcural ~n.:l pt)li1i.::.al ic:on~ (if the d"f• i11duding .~~~a,fuiu;~gj 
Josephine Baker and Pftul RolKrnn, hoth clit:ms of their latl1c'.r. ~hsicfa.~mm;\~~ 

jMu:s ti1~1. found his own s1,~gr: ~1 We~h~y;,1.n, and h,'. tt\se to the :.~h¢,q~f¢JW.v~::~. 
<KCi::io11 with finesse. Be w.ts a ll~;idc·1· of ti 1e largi:6t bla<:k stu(knt 
P''!Httll ion in the-. scho1.1l's hinory. helping w fouud the blac:k 
studc•m union and its c-.nsuing: instirntion.il off-i>hooL\. During die 
smn::11~·r lwfo11.' his s<1phonif>ri: yC":H, Jool:'~ inrcmc.d with Sen. 
Roh·~n Ke1111e<ly; month> Liu.- the ~tn<11ot w.;s :1~sa$:>imHe<l. But 
Kennedy~ ~h·)cking dc<1th··-.;rnd (he otbc:.r a!:sas~inadom of that 
e1·.1--di.J nothinr. tc1 dampu~ jond enthusiasm for being "a lt"adcr 
for chani;c tm bodi 1he campus and in American soci~ty." In 
reu·<>::p~cl, h:: ~ay.~. "\\;'c wt.:rc ll:livc:.'' 

R(~.1lity hit hard a few )'t;11·s 0111 of Y:i.i.c Law Sdlool, whcr<.' Jones 
had do1l\: wdl and hcc:n rc:crnitcd hy New York-b;ased Cravath, 
Sw:i.inl' &: Mo,,r.\ nnt· of th~ rriost prcstigiou.~ i)ld·.linc law firnH in 
rhr. na1io11. J:k Luc:r puhli.~hccl an rnicle dc~taili:ng wh:u bc:cam\' of 
his hfac'k 0:ollcag11c:s ac Cr;tvath. 

"Om' 1:•)11lmir.rcd .suicid,·, (Hl(' ('n<kd up disharrcd and homeless, 
iJ.1101hC'.I' h.fr' ;1, :>cv(·rc: mcmal lm~ilkd<"1wn.'' Jonr:s ri:x-mmts, ticking off 
11.ic honor Mol'ic:s. \'X'hvi' "Th~' mlc~ for u:. wen~ diJfr.rcnt:. You 
rnuldn\ k~n·. th(·. trndco··: .. -which means haskally making our: mi.s1akc 
nft.cr dl\•>thcr· .. ··withou1 it bc:ing hd<l ;igainst you, used a" a re;1son for 
no1 JHl•i"nC)1ing you rnd 11(1t hiring ll'!NC i_Afrirn11 /\1111;ric.:ao$1. 

''A'"' c;f rnomi.sc~ were m<uk·-···pnh:1ps wirh l'Cti intt:mic1111.:--.. -1>u1 
th..:n br:1h·n. A lot of us g()[ suckt:'d up in this cuphCJrici. of l'ifWllirtg 
dool'~. Hd tht:11 thing~ changed. '\Xie:· li~d bought into d1l' rwtiou .. -... 
h-·J•JI.:. l..ne ;md sinker··· ·!kn rhi- w:;s a m~ritonaq1. Thcu we got 
mr1rgi11;1liz('d. It IO(,k 1ne y~;H> to renwc:r rn)' srn~(·. ()[ wot1l1 ;111d 
pote:·11i;il. And 1 was Mie of di:> lucky ti!1ci;." 

At :IS. j u1 \t:' f-.ernmt die you11r.•_t-;;1 ;111d 1Lc first African Arntric.:,~n 
w k.id Cc.111n1unitr '.ervicc: :;;.:ciu1· of '\;cv.- York. Undu hi~ 
Jc,id,i·sl:ip, 1h(" ~gene)• i;; "'''''di.,, l~rg.c.st .-,f'ju ltinJ i111hc narion. A 
rMh•:.1 -.·•1(;:1: opponcnr <.of :-\1.:w Y.->rk':; Rcpubli..:·:.111 mayor ~nrl 
1;<>vcrn:>1, .Jci:1n h1;ld ;i fur:d:·a:~.,r h>t .•p~inp, to (,jf~Cl CSS' 
di<.;l!·'I"·'!in!> p11blic monies. Ir ni~,,d 111orr th,10 $:180,000 net. a 
\t.rh,L:1r: i: I ;'•:>1 (i(J:·: c.:.r:h· fn,n1 1,J,1·~:.: ~-'c·v: \'orku.>. 
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&veta .Bowen~ 
Personal Staw: 4 7, n111rrit:d. 2 d1ildrcn 
Current Positiom H~:\d (>f School. Ccillcr for Euly Educ:nio11, 

Ltls Angdcs 
F.:.duuition; 1;.A. Tlu·au::r Arv;, l.Jnh·ct~ity of Southern California; 
M.A. Dc:vdoprnrutal Psycholol~)'· Collt"gc: for Dcvclopm<.•ntal 

Sn1dies 
Rcflections1 Wh·~n RC"vcta Bowers cntcr(;:d USC, the mo:ot 

.:-om mn11 ptofr:;sional options for womeo Wet<.: 
nur~ing, ~ocial w(1rk an.cl teaching. Alwa~ one to 

c~arc Im· <'WM path, Bowers maj\"1rccl in 1.hea11:r ;1ns • 

... ~JSC w11~ a particularly conservntivr campus," 
Hc>w!rs say~. expl;1i11i11g htr chl1icc. "'Th\' rheaH'r 

/ 
I 

G~ :1rts depanownt wa'i :1 placr. of more diversity 
-~·li-1 ' .L d . I l ··...:-!'..!!!£.... of th()UfJ•t l)fl ac.uon t 1:rn fllrJ(~rs on 

~ ., • ........._ c.;11111n1s. 
··--._ AltllCJuflh there wr;rl' 

.............. .....__ "y1:ry fow'' black 
" ~udent·~ at USC 

tbeu, •rn~I the 
influr.nce of 

movc·HJ.t>111s sud1 llS 

the Blar~k Pantlms 
"were a part of 
~hapiog vA10 and what 

v.·e all bectul1e," l\owi:?rs 
w.u mMt 1 roubled by 

-...._ the gap betw<en th<: h:wcs 
...... ....._ :ilHI h:IVC'·nots than ahuut 

..___"•-.._ thl' rift b1!twee11 the races. 
~----.... Not surprisingly, tho\1gh. the 

-.. .. .._ h:wcs wtT(' moioth• whi1e. 
, -..... uJr ·1~-a.~ \'Cl')' c!e;H to Int". that 

political {iWc.<'t; wcro'. hcing shaped hr economic: forc<-s," sh.c recalls. 
"I W:'IS surmund,'.d h,· ~1uc!cnr.~ with :l gr(·at <kal of mnncy, who~<' 
professional fmLll\'S wn: clear. Tht:y wrrc not '1t all_ plaguc'.d by the 
uncert:1i1\ti('S I w:K for th<'n1, 1hc·1·e. w;1~ a rond rnap· and tilt:")" knew ~ 
r.x.a,.tly wh\·1x'. they w.:!·1~ going io b<' on ir. Ei1.h~:t plai;c~. W•~re bei11g 
hdti for them a1. thd1 p.u-cms' compi111ii::s, m made for diern ar th<"ir 
frieJJck' <:Oftlp,mi<·s. Jr \'.';\$the first lim(". T S::tw nrlruTai nrnv<1rldng. I 
didn't haw a du<·." 

But Bow<'t'~ e<i:,1ght 011 quickly. She log.gt:d a short time· a~• a huyr~r 
and fashion C\)t)tdir1arn:· fi.>J' Bullo1:k.o; (a plum job that n~:rnlred from 
"tl1l· ('.011ve-tgt"11(:" \)f 1!11: WJr1: nccdinc rn i11ttgrnft it~ l'<mkr and my 
having H college dtgr1::t: fresh iri my hand"), hut 4uit afret it year. 
She then rc:::.allc::J: I.a mother's .~age :id\'ice: "YC>u c;111 alway~ fall b:1rk 
on 1ead1ing,." 'rl1e l('Sl, as they .~:1~', is histo1y. 

Bc1wt1·~ end~d [jp ;!( '"' c~mer fr1r E<lucati(li\ JI ch,· behest of d 

blttck pan~nt wlw 11•;t; corK:Ct'ntd 1 har her dm[;h(t>t\ pri,·arc school 
h<1d II<• hlnck c~;H"hl'!S. Ac rht' hdm si111:t 1976, Bov1c1·s has 
..... "' ......... _ .. ( ""'L, \II .. " , ''· ... 1a.;1, uu1 u1"'· .;,uH.J(:iH uonv as 'r'IPJJ ... )ne Utt\: 

made i1 h<"r miss:";,, t'i D<' vi:;ihl~ (shr is ri diren11r' 011 rr any b<1Hd~. 
indudi11g 1h:n <)f rh~ ··..:1;1it Di~lkf C"..<i.) ;ind w re:i.d1 011r w pnfl•n1~ 
who :I,("(' '·g1'<·;~( hc:li.;'.l'<:r) iu p11hlic. c-tiuc.a1"1111i. h11r ("•.)!lk'.11"1. '111 w11.1d 

r.Qnscienct· ~!:'nd rl-c,:· children" Hi ti"' LA. p11l.1li(· s\"hr.ools rh;\I 
S<'.l'V<'d Hower~<:·.~ w:ll ~.~.;child. Tix pivo1"I im1c fo: :lH:sc !'MITnLS 

i~ ciwilit)' cduc11io;:. .nr r.1,'.C fic1wn~. in~.i~t,. n0t:inr.: d1;1t "th,.~.~ 
.............. _ ... I .• 
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Mamon PoUJtrs fr. 
Pc:rso1:ntl Stats: 47, ni;mk~, 

one dau:~htcr, 18, and a son, 15 
Current l~ositi.oni President, 

Powers ~!{. $(las Construnion 
Co., Gary, Ind. 

Eduocion; B.S. Civil 
En3i11t.-crint, Purdu<' '?(> 

Rcflcc:rioru: Mamon Powtri; Jr. 
began working in his ftuhct's 
conM1·ucdon wmpany wht•n h~ wa~ 
I J years o::d. Tbt lifo.~[}~<·-hcing his 
own ho.~s. nmninr., his own ship·-· 
wa~ a.J>pt:·aling. But his acccs.~ ro ir 
wns pcrhnp~ too cnsy fo1· a kid L 
who rdi:ihed a d1allen~. ... 

So it was cha1 a1. 1 S, Pow<.·n -..... ... ~~ ...... 
sp1>tl:\'d hi.~· goal after lt11rn.iog rhat -....... • ._, .. \,i.i . , 

t11~·re wcr<·. no rc.gi~tC'.rt•d bJ:.u:k proresl'i<J 1rnl ··-........... I ·--h,'1v?. f 
· · · f' · u I ~ ,, .. h, Jh c11gm1:,·r8 111. the cntnc st;11c. o lmlwla. I w:mttd H.' x ·-.....-.,_ . 

the firsl." p,:>W('.rs sa.ys. B;- the 1imc he gtJ.du.ated from Purdue, ...,,.., · 
thrn rq;ard·~d as the n;.itior1\ ~nginct·ring tnC'cca, s-cirne(1n(' el&e had 
grnbbcd that dis1inc1ion. Hut 1'4)1\'US fdt no le.1;.~ folfllled. Purdue w;1s 

110 c1k<w1lk for an)'Olle, but fc.:r black 1>tude111s--wl10 Wtalc.-d 130 
our of 25,000-thc sense of isol.Hion m~1de it tougher. 

Afti:r ;i brief ~tint wirh A1Mco Oil Co. (which offered all engineers 
<lefermews from thc Viern:un War), l\1wcrs rejoined his father in 
rh<" fomil)' businci;~, ~radu:ll!)' raking ic over a11d building it to rhr 
poi111 wh1:n', in 1988, Pc1we1·~ Cvnstnrction premiered among th<• 
IU\. lNDllSTlUAUSEllVIC...t: lOCl. 
F.v~n dH•ugh. they Wi?rc: v.1dl known and rcspccrcd in th<: 

communiiy. fi1111rKi:tl :\1ld cnrre1Henc·ur;:1I ~11~c~'->\ did not transb.re 
into f\111 mdal ncc.cptaocc k•r rhc Powcr~ family. The most strikinr,: 
cvidrni;t •)f this c:amc in rhr mid-'80s. whtn M:imon. applied for 
memhershir- at a. c:oumt'}' cluli wbnr sn·cut of rhc loc~1l contractor 
orgJ.11i1.~tiom·····to wh.id1 h~' arid his father bdo1igc·d---hdd rcgulnr 
meeting~. · 

"I c::illccl <•l'(l1md to my rn-c~1llcd friends t<1 s~ek llj_)1)ll~Or-ship,'' he 
rc:rnurm. ;'(')11,, guy ~;1.id, '\'('di. I'm' ab,)ut w qu;,1.,' ;111oth<-r ~1id. 'The 
food's h~•r.ribJ.i;.,,' anCttha nt:w:.r <:;1lkd bad~. Then l called our bank,·r. 
H.c s;1id, 'Nn probk.m, and, h~ t.he way, do you krww ther« l\rr: 11<.1 

othet hlat k members llwrc-.? lf you wc·r~ whit<'., they would've h"~n 
a(t~1· you :;t·u~ '·'~".' He <:illled batk J. w~·~k la1tr, ~halv:n. I-k silid he 
didn't lu.ll•W me that wl.'IJ and, tht:i~h.>n:, 1.:ould11't sponM>I nie." 
Pow~rs <:(•Untcri;d b~· r:.lli11g th.- ncw:;p;tpers ;md threatening m 

su~. H<· al:>u filed a CM11phi11t with the Indi:rna Civil Right~ 
Coinmi1:sio11. l~inally. :1f1er '' k:·1gthr public ktldt- with 1wt one, but 
two club~, he was <_1ffcrcd and a,·cepted a membership <H die 
Wodrt1;u Cmintry Cluh. ~;im(· J 990. he: ;tad his family ha1•t bcrn 
swimming and g;1ltiag at 1ht club without i11cidt1H 

"A-: f\,· gcnten ol<b, T'v1• n·;1\i.'.·:d the world j, jll.'>l uu1 a;; fuir a.~ I'd 
h11pt~d," h··..vcrs si1~'1s. "But th:· cciUlillY dlih incident in plrricular 
11.'ally I.ch n i.c:11·. l1 lu rn..- kn:Jv: th~1 r.h:i~ni j, ~till very much ;i:ivt~ ;111d 
wdl. ()J: till orr.~,. hand. it~ 4m~e,· ic1r w. r1-. h. dl~~Llivt' ~nd produi:ti\'(' 
;i~,., (.LHllr•<llll', \W.· cnn'r !(·t r.ci,m ~(·come;: p:<:·r ,,1· our d1pug-ht process. 
If W1' do. it will h:1:npcr w:. l tel! .-.1-(·;-_; .. nc h.:ro:-. w,-: h:wc m Ill" lw1tn 
lli;lll ("'\"f'f'\,()!"11· ,•!~···• •111 Tl~,·. ti1 •·· '1 .. J ;,. .. f. • ··· ;\ • 1 

,•,·.· .. ::: 

. ······~;~~~i\~i~~t·~;.i.~;~;<·:·1~··~-rfu'>'';·~,,;;_;~i~~ ,., ' ' 
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