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January 1HH5 

AFRICAN AMERICAN ACCQM_:PLISHMENTS 

ECONOMY: 
The economy created 5.6 million new jobs in the fu:·gt 23 months of this 
Administration. · 
For adult African Americans, the uncm·plo~ment rate dipped t'Cl St.8% in 
December .. the first time it has chopped below 10% since August 19'7 4: 
(When President Clinton took office in tfanuary 1993, the unempLiyment 
rat.e for African American adults was 14.2%.) 
Lowest "misery index" in 20 years. 

EDUCATION: 
Signed the Student Loan Reform Act, August 10, 1993. 
Signed the National Service Act. September 21, 1993. 
Signed the C....oals 2000: Educate America Act. 
Signed the School-to-Work Act on ~1:ay 4, .1994. 

• Sign.ed the Elementary and Secondary Schools Act. 
• Increased Head Start funding by $7HO million. 
• Introduced the Reemployment Act ... 

CIVIL RIG:O:TS: 

The Administration argued in federal c~11ut to wxpand the interprutation of 
the Votin.g Rights Act. 
The Justice Department Civil Rights Division filed a record 140 cas1~u last 
year to enforce fair housing la~s, a 35% increase from thenumber o:: cases 
~d~19~. . 
The Department of Housing and Urban Development has agrei3Sivnly fought 
to knock down discrimatory barriers, acr.ibely intervening to integza.te a 
once segregated public housing compiex in Vidor, Texas. 
The Treasury Department,. working with the Justice Department, •)J'd.ered a 
Mississippi bank that denied loans because of race to implement a remedial 
lending plan for minority customer&. 

C.RIME: 
• Signed a tough $30 billion Crime Bill, September 13, 1994 

Signed the Brady Bill, November 30, 1993. 
Signed· the Assault Weapon~ Ban. 
On the way to putting 100,000 new police on the street. 
Signed the Police Hiring Supplement, which awards $200 m.illiort for 
community policing. 

• Expanded fundini for the SAFE Schools Initiative. 

REl~N'flN~ ~VERNMENT: 
·~ppomte te most diverse Cabinet and .. i\dminietration in history. 
• . Members of the Clinton cabinet include 4 African Americans, two 



Hispanics and six women .. 
President Clinton has to date nominated at African AmericaJ~ ti) the 
Federal b~nch • • 22% of his total fede1·al be:nch nominations. 
Conducted a National Performance Re"iew of the Federal GoYer::iment. 
Already cut the Federal Workforce by 100,000 ·- on the we.y to lowest 
level in 30 years. 

HEALTH CARE: 
Introduced the Health Care Security Act, November 20, 1993. 
Signed the Family and Medical Leave Act, February 5, 1993. 
Signed a comprehensive Child Immunization Plan. 

COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DzyET.QPl\IENT; 
• Created nine Economic Empowerment Zones and 95 Enterpris~ · 

Communities. 
Signed the Community Development Banking Bill, Septernbe1· ~2:3, 1994. 
Introduced the Housing and Community Development Act of 1993. 

FAMILIES AND CHILDREN: 
• Expanded the Earned Income Tax Credit by $21 billion over fi're· years. 

Introduced the Work and Responsibility Act· comprehensive welfare 
reform. 
Passed the Family Support and ·Preservation Program. 

• Issued the Federal Plan to End Homelessness. 
• Passed major funding increases for homelet~S· programs in both Hotlses. 
• Approved 24 waivers to states permitting comprehensive welfar1? reform 

demonstrations. 

POLITICAL REJc"URM: . 
Signed the National Voter Registration Act (Motor-Voter), May 20, Hl93. 
This expande voting rights fer cll, including the poor and the yoUIL~:. by 
creating new, more accessible voter registration locations. 

ENVIRONMENT: 
• The EPA identified 20 environmental justict: pilot projects to be undE:rtaken 

across the country to redevelop contaminated. sites in low-income 
communities and tum them into useable upace, creating jobs and 1mhancing 
community development. 
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(AFRICAN AMERICAN COl\irMUNITY TALKING F'OINTS) 

CLINTON ADMINISTRATION LEGISLATlVl~ ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

Family and Medical Leave Act, Febru.11.ry 5, 199$. 
This is an historic effort to allow working An:1ericans unpaid time c£f work 
to care for a sick relative or a new child.. Over 42 million worke1s nn~ 
covered by the new law and it is estimated that as many as 2.5 m[~_cn 
workers will take advantage of it annu(llly. 

Student Loan Reform Act, August 10, 1993. 
The new direct student loan program will enable 20 million bocrow~:ri:1 to 
consolidate their guaranteed loans into ~.irect loans. Borrower.s will be:i:tefit 
from lower fees and the option of inc.om.-:. contingent repayment-:· ta:1qJayers 
will save at least $4.3 billion over fi.vP. y~a.rs. 

Empowerment Zones and Enterprise ColllDlunitiest August 10, 1993. 
After a decade of failed attempts, President Clinton champion€-d thP. passage 
of this legislation, which uses tax incentives and flexible grants to ::i:rom~ote 
economic empowerment and private-sector job creation in 104 distre;~Hed 

communities across America. Over fiOO communities took UJ· ~he 11EZ" 
challenge, developing comprehensive strategies and forging 
.unprecedented partnerships for community renewal that m.ade all 
applicants winners; 

National Service Act, September 21, 1993. 
In 1994, 20,000 AmeriCorps members foiore than served during th~ Lirgest 
year of the Peace Corps) tutored students, immunized children. reclaimed 
parks and patrolled streets·· and in return received education awi:!l'ds that 
make college or job training more affordable. AmeriCorps is sched i~ed to 
increase to 33,000 members in FY1995, with .a total over the first three 
years of 100,00- Americans serv·ing uur country. 

The Brady Act, November 30, 1993. 
After stalling for several years ill Congress, the Brady Bill became la.-,, 
under the leadership of President Ctint·:)n. The Act requires a .five··d.ay 
waiting period during which all potential handgun purchasers a.re r1~ctuired 
to submit to a background check. $100 million has been appropriated for 
implementation in FY1995 and another $50 million is authorized f·::>:'." the 
next fiscal year. 

Goals 2000: Educate America Act, March 31, 1994. 
The Goals 2000 bill codifies the National Education Goa.lS and offe '~' grants 
to states that commit themselves to specific plans for systemic refc·1·m of K· 
12 education. Already 41 states and territories have received fede.~'.al 
grants. Funding for Goa.le 2000 in FY 1995 will be $403 million. 
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SchooI-·to-Work Act, May 4, 1994. 
A crucial element of the Administration's lifelong Learning agend~ .. this· 
landmark legislation will provide venture capital to spark a nation.wide 
system for moving America's young peopl1e &1;tlloothly from the classi:·oom to a 
job with a future. This year, all states. plw; the District of Cclun:,bi:i and 
Puerto Rico, have received funds for planning their e<'.hool-to-work. p:~grams 
and eight states and 15 localities will receive grants to impler..-ient ::.heir 
programs. 

The Crime BiU, September 13, 1994. 
The $30 billion Crime Bill attacks crime by adding 100,000 police 0£fi.c-ers1 

funding comprehensive prevention programs and building more pd~ons. 
The legislation also includes.strong pv.nJBhment for criminals bye x:panding 
the number of Cl.ffenses eligible for the death penalty and implement:ing 
''three-strikes-and-yourftout" for repeat violent offenders. 

Assault Weapons Ban, September 1a, 1994. 
President Clinton successfully challenged gun interests to ban 19 :lpc~cific 
types of deadly assault weapons while simultaneously protecting hunters 
rights by exempting over 650 hunting ~...flee. 

Community Development Banking and Financial lnstitutiom; Act, 
September 23, 1994. 
This legislation creates a national network of non~traditional gras.drc1ots 
community lending institutions and will inject $4.8 billion of capital into 
economica..IJ.y distressed urban and rural areas. 
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