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OO(WED) 10;42 TEL;202 514 9833 P. 005 

/ U.S. Department oi Justice 
/ IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 

TALKING POINTS 1/12/00 

RESPONSE TO QUERY ONLY 

The Elian Gonzalez Case 

Attorney General Janet Reno has upheld INS' Jan. 4 decision that only Mr. Juan 
Gonzalez may speak on behalf of his son, Elian Gonzalez, in immigration matters. 
Attomey General Reno has also concluded that the order issued Monday, Jan. 10 by 
a Florida court has no effect on INS dedsion. The question of who speaks for this 
child in immigration matters is a federal issue, not a state issue. 
INS and the Department of Justice believe that any challenge to the INS decision 
should be filed in federal court, which has sole auft\ority to review federal 
immigration decisions. INS is prepared to litigate in federal court. 
Attomey General Reno fotmd no reason to change INS' conclusion that Elian's father 
is stating his true •wishes when he asks to be reunited with his son as soon as 
possible. She agrees that Elian should be retmited with his father. 
The Attorney General recognizes the right of Elian's father to request that no asylimi 
claim should be asserted on Elian's behalf. She determined that the decision to not 
consider applications previously filed by other parties is in accordance with the law 
and INS practices. 
INS has tried to work with all the parties involved to arrange Elian's reimion with 
his father by Jan. 14. Given recent developments, that objective is no longer 
realistic. Accordingly, INS has determined that the Jan. 14 date should be extended 
to accommodate the federal court proceedings that we envision. 
This little boy has been through so much. It is time for all the parties involved in this 
difficult case to work together to resolve this issue as quickly as possible. 
As INS has said from the beginning, we have no plans to forcibly take Elian from his 
relatives in Mianu, and we believe thaĵ  the INS decision can be carried out "without 
the INS taking charge of Elian. ^ 

^ MS^ ^^^^ 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 
W A S H I N G T O N 

MEMORANDUM 

To: NSC iao^<^^ 
37^ OEoi?. 

From: John Wertman 
Presidential Letters and Messages 
(202)456-5509 Room 97 OEOB 

L / ^ Please see comments 
below 

Please advise on how Please call me 
to respond regarding the 

attached 

For your information For your approval Per your 
request 

Comments: 

A \ OA T^lcj/S . 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

MEMORANDUM 

To: iMSC Imr^^ 
37q OEoi? 

From: John Wertman 
Presidential Letters and Messages 
(202) 456-5509 Room 97 OEOB 

C/^ Please see comments 
below 

For your information 

Please advise on how 
to respond 

For your approval 

Please call me 
regarding the 
attached 

Per your 
request 

Comments: 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

MEMORANDUM 

To: fV̂ e\i$5a From: John Wertman 
Presidential Letters and Messages 
(202) 456-5509 Room 97 OEOB 

v/^ Please see comments Please advise on how Please call me 
below to respond regarding the 

attached 

For your information For your approval Per your 
request 

Comments: . > 
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LG.A. CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING SHEET 

Date received in PLM: 1113 

Assignedto: 

John Corcoran • > - - • 
JefFerv Oakman- . . 
Renee Sagiv ^ ^ ' ^ 

Chris Scnilv . , 1 

Tracy Siaser ^ (? C 

Woyneab Wondwossen 

Scheduling Request: Forward to Megan Williams, Room 106 

Personnel Recommendation: Forward to Ruth Eaglin, Room 158 

Request for a Presidential Message: Forward to Carmen Fowler, Room 91 
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LG.A. CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING SHEET 

Date received in PLM: I 13 

Assigned to: 

_JoIin Corcoran 

jJeffeiy Oakman 

_Renee Sagiv 

_Chri9 Scully 

Tracy Sisser 

Woyneab Wondwossen 

RE; 1<U^/^ SI'lQlA' £^^2cvLl2^ C,,'jvaj-ZcH-

Scheduling Request: Forward to Megan Williams, Room 106 

Personnel Recommendation: Forward to Ruth Eaglin, Room 158 

Request for a Presidential Message: Forward to Carmen Fowler, Room 91 
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January 5, 2000 

The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

NATACHA SEIJAS MILLAN 
COMMISSIONER 

District 13 

*408906* 

1 vehemently support the case of Elian Q.QDzalfizJn,be._appealedjn the family 
court system w 

Thank you for your attention and support of this important issue. 

Sincerely 

Jatacha Seijas 
IVIiami-Dade County Commissioner 
District 13 

2000 

STEPHEN P. CL^RK CENTER • 111 N.W. FIRST STBEET, SUrre320 • MIAMI, FLORIDA 33128-1963 • (305)375-4831 
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January 6, 2000 

*408757-''-

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

I am writing to express my strong opposition to the decision made by your administration in the 
Elian Gonzalez Case. This child has suffered the loss of his mother and has gone through a very 
traumatic situation in his life. The decision made by INS does not take into consideration the 
"grave risk" of physical or psychological harm that can be added to Elian by returning him to 
Cuba. By not providing him, his attorneys, and family members in the United States with a full 
and fair hearing on his asylum request it is not possible for INS to determine what is in Elian's 
best interest. It is extremely important to analyze and look into all the facts involved in this 
matter prior to taking unilateral action as your administration has done. 

I strongly urge you and your administration to take whatever action is necessary to intervene in 
this decision so that Elian is not returned to Cuba. The standard of "what is in the best interest 
of the child" was not met in this case and therefore Elian must remain with his family and loved 
ones in the United States. 

Sincere! 

Wifredd (Willy) Gort 

WG/ms 
LETTER/PRESIDEMr CUMTON 

Cc: The Honorable Albert (Al) Gore, Vice-President of the United States 
The Honorable Janet Reno, United States Attorney 
The Honorable Bob Graham, United States Senator 
The Honorable Connie Mack, United States Senator 
The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, United States Representative 
The Honorable Lincoln Diaz-Balart, United States Representative 

„1AM I 0 2000 
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.Ji^ Ciiy of Siueetivater 

Januarys, 2000 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States of America 
The White House 
Washington, D.C- 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

Enclosed please find copy of Resolution No. 2751 passed and adopted by the Sweetwater 
City Commission at their meeting on Januaiy 3. 2000. 

If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Respectfully yours, 

Marie O. Schmidt 
City Clerk 

MOS/ntm 

Enclosure 

500 S.W. lO^lh Avenue. Sweetwater, Florida 33174-1398 • Phone: 305-221-0411 • Fax: 305-221-2541 



*408758* 

RESOLUTION NO. A J S ) 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND COMMISSION 
OF THE CITY OF SWEETWATER, FLORIDA, URGING 
PRESIDENT CLINTON TO TAKE WHATEVER STEPS 
ARE NECESSARY TO ALLOW ELIAN GONZALEZ TO 
REMAIN BV THE UNITED STATES; PROVIDING FOR 
TRANSMITTALS AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE. 

WHEREAS, on Thanksgiving Day, 1999, a small child was rescued firom a certain 
death in the blue wateis of the Atlantic Oceian; and, 

WHEREAS, this child lost his mother in h« allEmpt to achieve fteedom for herself and 
her child from the tyrannical oppression of the Cuban dictator. Fidel Castio; and, 

WHEREAS, Elian Gonzalez now resides with relatives in Miami, Florida who have 
indicated they wish him to remain with them; and, 

WHEREAS, Elian's fether in Cuba is asserting his rights to have little Elian retumed 
to the communist island of Cuba; and, 

WHEREAS, if Elian is returned to Cuba he will not enjoy the rights and freedom he 
deserves and that his mother died tiying to secure for him and herself, and, 

WHEREAS, sending this child back to his father in Cuba will set a precedent and 
endanger the freedom of other children wto have anived in this country with only one parent; 
and, 

WHEREAS, the United States Govemment must decide whether Elian remains or is 
returned back to Castro and Cuba: 

NOW, THEREFORE. BE TT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AlVD 
COMMISSION OF THE OTY OF SWEETWATER FLORIDA AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1. That President Clinton is requested and urged to jgrant asylum to 
Elian Gonzalez and allow him to remainjji flieJIpi with his family in Miami 

SECTION 2. That President Clinton stop any attempt to retum Elian Gonzalez 
to the communist island of Cuba. 

JAM I 0 2000 



RESOUTON NO. ^ 7 ^ V P^QE 2 

SECTIONS. That copies ofthis resolution be transmitted to The Honorable 
William Jefferson Clinton, President ofthe United States, Honorable Janet Reno Attorney 
General, Honorable Bob Torricelli. U.S. Senator, Honorable U.S. Representatives Ileana Ros-
Lehtmen and Lincoln Diaz-Balart. 

SECTION 4. Tliat this resolution shall become effective upon its adoption by the 
City Commission and approval by the Mayor or if vetoed, upon its reenactment by the City 
Commission as provided by the Chatter ofthe City of Sweetwater 

PASSED AND ADOPlT3> this 3 ^ i K 2000. 

^ ^ ^ ^ MANUEL L. MARONO, COMMISSION PRESIDENT 

MARIE O. SCHMft)T, CriY CLERK 

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL SUFHCIENCY: 

RAMON DffiARtff, CITY ATTORNEY 

VOTE UPON ADOPTION; 

MANUEL L. MARONO, COMMISSION PRESIDENT 
PRISCA BARRETO. COMMISSION VICE PRESIDENT ' i U ^ 
ARIEL ABELAIRAS 
MANUEL DUASSO 
MANOLO FERNANDEZ 
JESUS MESA 
LUIS M. RODRIGUEZ ^ 

DUASSO^' ' ' '™'^ ^""^ 5PUNSORED BY COMMISSIONERS RODRIGUEZ AND 



^ ll'f 

CITY OF WEST MlA\M! 

*408905* 

January 7^, 2000 
MAYOR 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
The President 
The White House 
Washington, DC 20500 

RE: Ehan Gonzalez 

Dear President Clinton: 

This letter shall serve to express my strong opposition to the_dficisipn made by Immigration and 
Naturalization to return Ehan Gonzalez back to Cuba. This decision, as made, will forever change the hfe 

Ehan'Gonzalez, his Miami family and the Cuban community. It is my opinion that Ehan Gonzalez should 
have been given the opportunity of due process. This process is a privilege given to every human being who 
sets foot in this great nation. Due process the true meaning of democracy. 

As an elected official, a mother and an educator I realize that Ehan Gonzalez has suffered 
tremendously throughout his short life, but he should be given an opportunity to be heard. Given the 
situation between the United States and Cuba and the dictatorship that exists 90 rrules away from Miami we 
wil l never know whether it is in the best interest to retum this yoimg boy back to his father who may have 
been coerced into making statements by the Castro Communist Goverrunent 

You are the only person that has the abihty to change Ehcm's fate by allowing him, his family and 
natural father a day in our court system. This case needs a thorough review for the sake of EHan Gonzalez. 

limplore you to consider my request on bghalf gftiie_WfistMianu cprrunum the decision 
taken by y.o_ur.administration and allow due process to deterrrune tiiejfuture of Ehan^G^^ 

Sincerely, 

Rebeca ^sa . 
Mayo 

cc: The Honorable Albert (Al) Gore, 
Vice President of the United States 
The Honorable Janet Reno, U.S. Attomey 
The Honorable Bob Graham, U.S. Senator 
The Honorable Cormie Mack, U.S. Senator 
The Honorable Ileana Ros-Lehtinen, U.S. Congresswoman 
The Honorable Lincoln Diaz-Balart,U.S.Congressman 

JAN I 

901 S.W. 62ND AVENUE, WEST MIAMI, FLORIDA 33144 TEL: (305) 266-11 22 
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January 7, 2000 
*4089 
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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, Northwest 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear President Clinton, 

I am writing taj^^igaLto_yau.oiibehaJfof many inthe South Florida conununity who are 
distressed about the Iniinigratipn and.,Natwrâ ^̂ ^ 

jQp.nza![ez..with d̂ ^ Many citizens are passionately concemed about the welfare 
of this child. Elian's father has not been permitted to visit Elian here in the United States, 
and consequently this may have an effect on his ability to express his true point of view. 
Mr. President, this is an important issue, and any consideration that you give towards the 
reexamination of this matter would be greatly appreciated. 

Sincerely, 

Tomas Regalado 
City of Miami Commissioner 
District 4 

2000 



JEB BUSH 
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

THE CAPITOL 
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-0001 

408853" 

January 6, 2000 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

Ms. Doris Meissner, Commissioner of Iimnigration and Naturalization Service, 
announced yesterday that Elian Gonzalez would be retumed to his father's custody in 
Cuba. Today, Attomey General Janet Reno announced she would not reverse the 
Commissioner's decision. This unilateral decision by INS came before Elian's scheduled 
asylum hearing with INS, and ignores its previously stated commitment to protect the 
needs of refugee children such as Elian. ENS's order sadly makes no mention of the fact 
that Elian's mother sacrificed her own life so that Elian might live in freedom and liberty 
in the United States. 

Many in the South Florida community are incensed by the failure of INS to afford 
Elian any hearing or appropriate due process, and are justifiably concemed about the 
welfare of this child. Elian's father has not been permitted to leave Cuba to visit his son 
here, and may not have been permitted to speak fi*eely while in Cuba. Thus, his 
statements to the INS expressing a desire to remain in Cuba are suspect. Fidel Castro has 
made Elian a poster child for his communist dictatorship, and has tumed what should be a 
determination as to the child's best interests into a way to advance his own political 
tyranny. As a result of this arbitrary and unilateral decision to retum Elian to Cuba,, civil 
protests in Miami have already commenced. 

i I n 2GG0 



The Honorable William J. Clinton 
January 6, 2000 
Page Two 

The actions of the Commissioner and the Attomey General to date have been 
insensitive and contrary to the fundamental constitutional rights enjoyed by all. 1 ask that 
you, as President, review and reverse the decision of the Commissioner and Attomey 
General to return Elian Gonzalez to Cuba. The issue of Elian's legal custody should be 
determined not by INS unilaterally, but by a hearing in our own state judicial system. 
Your administration initially realized the fundamental faimess of a state-court resolution 
before allowing INS to interfere with Elian Gonzalez's life. Our state courts are impartial, 
and have a history of fairly resolving custody issues. Moreover, our state courts can, and 
will, assure that Elian and his father receive the due process to which they are entitled. A 
court, not FNS, should resolve this issue under applicable law, so that the final decision 
on Elian's custody and residency is made in the best interests ofthe child. 

Finally, given DSfS' decision to retum Elian to Cuba no later than January 14, 
2000, your attention to this matter is required immediately. Thank you for your 
consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Jeb Bush 
Govemor 
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Januaiy 6,2000 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

Ms. Doris Meissner, Conaraissioner of Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
announced yesterday that Elian Gonzalez would be retumed to his fether's custody in 
Cuba. Today, Attomey General Janet Reno announced she would not reverse the 
Commissioner's decision. This unilateral decision by INS came before Elian's scheduled 
asylum hearing with INS, and ignores its previously stated commitment to protect the 
needs of rcfiigee children such as Elian. INS's order sadly makes no mention ofthe fact 
that Elian's mother sacrificed her own life so that Elian might live in freedom and liberty 
in the United States. 

Many in the South Florida community are incensed by the failure of INS to afford 
Elian any hearing or appropriate due process, and are justifiably concemed about the 
welfare of this child. Elian's father has not been permitted to leave Cuba to visit his son 
here, and may not have been permitted to speak fireely while in Cuba, Thus, his 
statements to tiae INS expressing a desire to remain in Cuba are suspect. Fidel Castro has 
made Elian a poster child for his communist dictatorship, and has tumed what should be a 
determination as to the child's best interests into a way to advance his own political 
tyranny. As a result of this arbitrary and unilateral decision to retum Elian to Cubâ  civil 
protests in Miami have already commenced. 
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The Honorable William J. Clinton 
January 6,2000 
Page Two 

The actions of the Commissioner and the Attorney General to date have been 
insensitive and contrary to the frmdamental constitutional rights eijoyed by all. I ask that 
you, as President, review and reverse the decision of ̂ e Commissioner and Attomey 
General to return Elian Gonzalez to Cuba. The issue of Elian's legal custody should be 
detemiined not by INS unilatetally. but by a hearing in our own state judicial system. 
Your administration initially realized the fhndamental fairness of a state-court resolution 
before allowing INS to interfere with Elian Gonzalez's life. Our state courts are impartial, 
and have a history of fairly resolving custody issues. Moreover, our istate courts can, and 
will, assure that Elian and his fether receive the due process to v^ch they are entitled. A 
court, not INS, should resolve this issue under ajyplicable law, so that the final decision 
on Elian's ctistody and residency is made in the best interests ofthe child. 

Finally, given INS' decision to retum Elian to Cuba no later than January 14, 
2000, your attention to this matter is required immediately. Thank you for . your 
consideration. 

cerely, 

Jeb Bush 
Governor 

TOTRL P.03 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

Incoming Governor letter worksheet 

(Please retum to John Wertman, Room 97) —7 " ^^^^ 

Governor Issue FliCOK? QcmZcltZ 

Type of response: 

Short Thank You 

Comments: 

Detailed Policy No Reply Needed 

Is there any reason the President should personally sign the response to this letter? 

Yes No 

Comments: 

Has there been or will there be any contact that impacts the content ofthe response? 

Is this response especially time sensitive? 



THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

Incoming Governor letter worksheet 

(Please return to John Wertman, Room 97) —7 

Governor Teh Issue E|lC0K7 Qor^ZcltZ 

Type of response: 

Short Thank You Detailed Policy No Reply Needed 

Comments: 

Is there any reason the President should personally sign the response to this letter? 

Yes No 

Comments: 

Has there been or will there be any contact that impacts the content of the response? 

Is this response especially time sensitive? 

What is the appropriate salutation for this response? 

Does this response require any special clearance in addition to normal policy clearance (e.g. 
NSC, Counsel, Press, Scheduling...)? 



STATE OF FLORIDA 

JEB BUSH 
GOVERNOR 

(§ilxte of tl]^ (Bobtrnar 
THE CAPITOL 

TALLAHASSEE, RORIDA 32399-0001 

408853* 

January 6, 2000 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

Ms. Doris Meissner, Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
aimounced yesterday that Elian Gonzalez would be retumed to his father's custody in 
Cuba. Today, Attomey General Janet Reno armounced she would not reverse the 
Commissioner's decision. This unilateral decision by INS came before Elian's scheduled 
asylum hearing with INS, and ignores its previously stated commitment to protect the 
needs of refiigee children such as Elian. INS's order sadly makes no mention of the fact 
that Elian's mother sacrificed her own life so that Elian might live in freedom and liberty 
in the United States. 

Many in the South Florida community are incensed by the failure of INS to afford 
Elian any hearing or appropriate due process, and are justifiably concemed about the 
welfare of this child. Elian's father has not been permitted to leave Cuba to visit his son 
here, and may not have been permitted to speak freely while in Cuba. Thus, his 
statements to the INS expressing a desire to remain in Cuba are suspect. Fidel Casfro has 
made Elian a poster child for his communist dictatorship, and has tumed what should be a 
determination as to the child's best interests into a way to advance his own political 
tyrarmy. As a result of this arbitrary and unilateral decision to retum Elian to Cuba,, civil 
protests in Miami have already commenced. 

Q 2nuO 



The Honorable William J. Clinton 
January 6, 2000 
Page Two 

The actions of the Commissioner and the Attomey General to date have been 
insensitive and contrary to the fundamental constitutional rights enjoyed by all. I ask that 
you, as President, review and reverse the decision of the Commissioner and Attomey 
General to retum Elian Gonzalez to Cuba. The issue of Elian's legal custody should be 
determined not by INS unilaterally, but by a hearing in our own state judicial system. 
Your administration initially realized the fundamental faimess of a state-court resolution 
before allowing INS to interfere with Elian Gonzalez's life. Our state courts are impartial, 
and have a history of fairly resolving custody issues. Moreover, our state courts can, and 
will, assure that Elian and his father receive the due process to which they are entitled. A 
court, not INS, should resolve this issue under applicable law, so that the final decision 
on Elian's custody and residency is made in the best interests ofthe child. 

Finally, given INS' decision to retum Elian to Cuba no later than January 14, 
2000, your attention to this matter is required immediately. Thank you for . your 
consideration. 

sincerely. 

Bush 
Govemor 


