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Government Again Retreats from Threat
To Revoke Elian Gonzalez’s U.S. Permit

By JOE MATHEWS
And MARTHA BRANNIGAN

Staff Reporters of TiE WALL STREET JOURNAL

For the second time in as many days,
the federal government backed off a
threat to immediately revoke Elian Gonza-
lez’s legal right to remain in the U.S., and
it likely will be several weeks before he
could return to Cuba as law-enforcement
officials, politicians and the boy's father

- seek to resolve the international custody

dispute.

In recent days, the Justice Department
had taken a tougher line in the case of the
six-year-old boy who was rescued off Flori.
da’s coast in November after a disastrous
boat escape from Cuba that took the life of
his mother. Attorney General Janet Reno
has long sought to return Elian to his fa-
ther, Juan Miguel Gonzalez, but she has
granted his Miami relatives time to ask
federal courts to keep him in the U.S,
~ Vice President Al Gore broke with the
Clinton administration and asked Con-
gress to grant permanent resident status
to Elian, his father and five other rela-
tives. Miami-Dade County Mayor Alex
Penelas, a Cuban-American Democrat, ap-
plauded the move, though the legislation
faces an uphill fight on Capitol Hill.

In any event, all sides agree that
Elian’s return isn't likely before May 8,
when federal judges in Atlanta are sched-
uled to hear the appeal by his Miami rela-
tives to a district court ruling paving the
way for Elian's return. Justice Depart-
ment officials indicated they might also
allow more time for an appeal to the Su-
preme Court. Elian has been living in Mi-
ami with his great-uncle, Lazaro Gonza-
lez, and other family members.

Immigration lawyers and former Immi-
gration and Naturalization Service offi-
cials agreed that only a change of heart by
Ms. Reno or the boy's father could avert
Elian's return. Ms. Reno. a Florida native,
-appears adamant on the subject.

The drama moved two steps toward a
closing curtain yesterday. With the bless-
ing of Fidel Castro and the State Depart-
ment, the father and three other relatives
said they would apply for visas to come to
the U.S. to take Elian back to Cuba. Mean-
while, the Justice Department postponed a
Friday deadline and gave Elian's Miami
relatives until Tuesday morning to agree
on a plan to turn the boy over to authori-
ties if his appeal fails in court. If they
don't agree, the department will revoke
their temporary custody.

“The father must speak for the little
boy because the sacred bond between par-

ent and child must be recognized and hon-
ored,” Ms. Reno said. “And Elian should
be reunited with his father.”

But department officials acknowledged
privately that the boy's return will take
weeks, as Ms. Reno tries to handle the
matter in 2 manner sensitive not only to a
six-year-old’ s psyche, but also to a host of
legal, political and family concerns.

Gregory Craig, Juan Miguel Gonza-
lez's lawyer and a law-school classmate of
President Clinton, has become a conduit
between Havana and Washington, which
don’t have formal diplomatic relations.
Mr. Craig said Mr. Gonzalez would stay in
the U.S. for the duration of any court pro-
ceedings in the case—provided the father
is given custody during that time. Mr.
Gonzalez is angry about his relatives' deci-
sion to allow camera crews to film Elian,
Mr. Craig said. “The circumstances that
now surround Elian’s life in Mijami,” he
said, “make clear that Elian’s best inter-
ests lie with his father.”

Talk of a resolution has served only to
heighten tensions in Miami, where dozens
of Cuban-Americans maintained a vigil
outside the great-uncle's modest concrete-
block home. Thousands of supporters had
gathered Wednesday in the streets of the
Little Havana section of Miami to declare
that they wouldn't let the federal govern-
ment return Elian to Cuba. They were
backed by the mayors of Miami and Mi-
ami-Dade County, who said local police
wouldn't cooperate with efforts to seize the
boy and return him to Cuba.

Some critics said the mayors were incit-
ing the crowds, but Mayor Penelas re-
plied. “We do not condone civil disobedi-
ence or civil unrest, and to the extent
there would be any unrest, our police de-
partment will carry out the Jaw."

By yesterday, the crowd consisted
largely of loyal ‘regulars who have kept
watch daily outside Elian's residence,
which is decorated with an American flag
on one corner of the front lawn and a
Cuban flag on the other.

The case is likely to see twists and
turns, shaped in part by the hard calculus

‘of presidential politics. Though Florida

has generally tended to vote Republican in
recent years, President Clinton carried it
in 1996, garnering roughly 30 of the Re-
publican-leaning Cuban vote in exit polls.
Vice President Gore covets the state's 25
electoral votes, but his chances would be
clouded if his standing among Cuban vot- ;
ers eroded markedly. .
=John Hunrwood
contributed to this article.
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. ¢ clear how the ful] Senate will proceed on
Spending Bill g

e, Under pressure from his conserva-

F B ll tives, Majority Leader Trent Lot has
OT 12.7 l lOn been reluctant to take up the measure,

’ But the rich mix of spending is a powerful

Cl H incentive, and the Colombia initiative s
earS OUSC populur politically with Republicans try-

mg to show their determination to fight

I —— drugs. .
By Davip RoGErs "l am certain our Republican col-
Staff Reporter of Tue Wan, Smeer Jotrxag leagues in the Senate will now continue

WASHINGTON —The House approved 4 our party's tradition of leading our na-
$12.7 billion emergency spending bill after  tion in the Wwar on drugs,” said New York
turning back a Republican-backed driveto  Rep. Benjamin Gilman, chairman of the
begin withdrawing American troops from  House Internationaj Relations Commit-
Kosovo if U.S. alljes in Europe don't fulfi]  tee.

their commitments to the Balkan peace The final 263-146 vote was a victory for
effort. Speaker Dennis Hastert, who has made

Most of the Gop's top leadership  the Colombia initiative a personal cause.
backed the amendment, which reflects a “Colombia is important to me. We'l] get

growing restlessness in Congress with the it in there one way or another,” the Nllinois
costs of the U.S. mission and anger to-  Republican said later, refusing to be dis-
ward European nations that have vet to  couraged by Sen. Lott's Tesistance.

eet pledges of economic aid and person- “I'eel it's very important to get our bill
Nel. However slim. the 219-200 victory on done, to lay out the parameters. ... I find
the amendment was vital for the Clinton success, sometimes, is measured in steady

administration, which faces a similar chal- little movements, not fe Swoops," Mr.
lenge across the Capitol from Sepate Hastert said.

Armed Forces Committee Chairman John As part of the antinarcotics effort, the
Warner, a Virginia Republican. House bill provided $282 5 million for a

As it emerges from the House, the un- special Justice Department fund to help
derlying appropriations bill is more than  pay the casts of telephone companies
doubie the size of the White House Tequest  adapting their new digital systems to al-

and is heavily freighted with extra mili-  Jow law-enforcement agencies to tap
tary funds beyond the 52 billion for Kos. phone calls.
ovo. North Carolina and other coastal Among the billions for the Pentagon

states recovering from storms last year are two modest, but important, payments
are promised billions in disaster aid, and to help cope with technical problems fac-
the measure commits the US. toa major ing vital weapons and computer systems.
hew antinarcotics initiative to train and About $50 million would pay for analysis of
equip Colombian army troops to fightdrug  pe Army’s Patriot missiles, which have
traffickers. shown a high failure rate in recent tests.

Senate Appropriations Committee  Aboyt $100 million more js included in in-
Chairman Ted Stevens of Alaska is ex- telligence accounts to help pay for work on
pected to take up a more modest version of troubled computer system at the Na-
the package next week, but it remains un- tional Security Agency.
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GORE SUPPORTING
RESIDENCY STATUS
FOR GUBAN CHILD

SPLIT IN ADMINISTRATION

Boy Could Stay Until His Case
Is Decided and if Sent Back
P\Could Return as Adult

By KATHARINE Q. SEELYE

WASHINGTON, March 30
Breaking from administration policy
on a highly volatile issue, Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore said today that 6-year-
old Elian Gonzalez and several fam-
ily members should be given perma-
nent residency status in the United

- States. .

Mr. Gore's statement seemed to
take some officials in the Clinton
administration by surprise, coming
as it did in the midst of negotiations
between immigration officials, who
want to return the boy to his father in

Cuba, and relatives who have been .

caring for him in Miami.

Today, the government agreed to
extend until at least next Tuesday
the relatives’ temporary custody of
the boy.

In his statement, Mr. Gore said he
was supporting legislation sponsored
by Senators Bob Graham, Connie
Mack and Robert C. Smith that
would allow Elian to stay in the Unit-
ed States while his case is adjudicat-
ed in family court.

If the court decided that he should
be with his father, Elian would re-
turn to Cuba. But when he reached
adulthood he could then decide, Cuba
willing, to return to the United
States, where he would resume per-
manent residency status. A step
short of citizenship, that status de-
nies a person voting rights, the abili-
ty to serve on a jury and access to
certain public assistance. It also
makes him subject to deportation if
he commits a crime.

Legislation is necessary in this
case because the law generally re-
quires a person to live in the United
States for five years before becom-
ing eligible to apply for permanent
residency.

“From the very beginning, | have
said that Elian Gonzalez's case is at
heart a custody matter,” Mr. Gore
said in the statement. “It is a matter
that should be decided by courts that
have the experience and expertise to
resolve custody cases, with due pro-
cess, and based on Elian's best inter-
ests.

“It now appears that our immigra-
tion laws may not be broad enough to
allow for such an approach in Eliiin’s
case. That is why I am urging Con-
gress to immediately pass legisia-
tion that is being sponsored by Sena-
tors Bob Graham and Bob Smith,
which would grant permanent resi-
dent status to Elian, his father, step-
mother, half-brother, grandmothers
and grandfather, so that this case
can be adjudicated properly.”

Mr. Gore's statement marks his
strongest breach yet with the admin-

(istration and comes as Cuban exiles
and officials in Miami are threaten-
ing massive protests if the adninis-
tration sends the boy back to Cuba.

Advisers to Mr. Gore suid his
statement stemmed logically from
his earlier position that the murter
should be treated as a custody case.

But it stunned several members of
his own party, including some in the
administration, who said they could
not fathom his timing or his rcason-
ing. "*Oh, my God, it's unbelievable'
one administration official blurted
out i1n a private conversation.

Among the most vocal about her
surprise was Representative Maxine
Waters, a liberal California Demo-
cri?, who said that Mr. Gore's posi-
tion was making her reconsider her
support for his presidential bid.

The legistation was introduced on
Wednesday by Mr. Graham, a Flor-
ida Democrat and an oft-mentioned
vice-presidential possibility for Mr.
Gore, and by Mr. Mack, Republican
of Florida. Mr. Smith, Republican of
New Hampshire, who met with the
boy earlier, said Senator Trent Lott,
the majority leader, had indicated to
then that the Senate might be reluc-
tant to support citizenship for Elian,
as Mr. Graham and Mr. Smith had
proposed earlier, but that lawmak-
'ers might be amenable to this pro-
posal for permanent residency.

Still, Mr. Lott could not be reached
'for comment and there was no indi-
cation of the prospects of such a bill
or whether the majority leader
would allow it to the floor.

In the House, a similar measure
has been introduced by Representa-
tive Robert Menendez, Democrat of
New Jersey, the only other state with
a significant Cuban population. Mr.
Menendez’s bill would give perma-
nent residency status only to Elian,
not to his relatives. Prospects for
passage in the House are uncertain.

Mr. Gore's statement, the most
definitive he has made in the case, is
certain to appeal to Florida’s 800,000
Cuban-Americans, who could swing
the electorate in November 1n the
nation’s fourth-largest state.

And it brings Mr. Gore into line
with the position outlined in January
by Gov. George W. Bush of Texas, his
Republican rival for the presidency,

! who said then that he supported citi-

: zenship for Elian. .
“1I'm glad the vice president now

supports legal residency for Elian

Gonzdlez,” Mr. Bush said today. "I

wish he could convince the rest of the -

administration of the wisdom of that
approach.”

Still, many Democrats said they '

were surprised. Ms. Waters said in
an interview: ‘'l was totally blindsid-

ed. The calculation doesn't make -

scnse. If Gore did it because he’s
trying to get the anti-Castro Cubans,
first of all, they’re not going to vote
for him anyway. These are Republi-
cans. And number two, the last polls
I saw a month ago showed the Amer-
ican public is on the side of sending
Elian back to his father.”

Senator Graham said that Mr.
Gore had indicated all along that he
wanted the matter treated as a cus-
tody case and that what was new was
his support for permanent residency
status. Mr. Graham said that if the
family court determined that Elian
should be with his father in Cuba —
and the prevailing presumption in
the United States is that a child gen-
erally belongs with a biological par-

ent — he and the vice president

would support returning the boy to

Cuba until he reached adulthood.

“1 would support that position and
I think the vice president would,”
Mr. Graham said.

Mr. Graham, who said the Senate
had taken the first steps toward peti-
tioning the majority to bring his bill
to the floor, added, ‘“The purpose of
this legislation is to try to be a chan-
nel to move this case from an LN.S.
asylum case to a family court.”

That was the purpose behind Mr.
Gore’s statement, his aides said.
“This was the only way to vindicate
the principle, that this should be de-
cided in a court that deals with custo-
dy cases,” a top adviser said. Con-
trary to some suggestions, he added,
Mr. Gore’s action may have the ef-
fect of calming the people of Miami
rather than stirring them up.

But he definitely stirred up Wash-
ington, including some on his own
staff. “This was not something that
was discussed, chewed over and
thought out for a long time or that
huge numbers of people were con-
sulted on,” this adviser said.

At the White House, Jake Siewert,
a spokesman for President Clinton,
said that Mr. Gore had alerted Mr.
Clinton in advance and that the presi-
dent was not upset. *‘We knew there
would be times when he differed with
the president,” Mr. Siewert said.

Maria Cardona, a spokeswoman
for the Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service, said: ‘“We've stated in
the past we don't believe Congres-
sional action is appropriate in this
situation. There is a father who
speaks for his son and has made it
very clear that he wants to be reunit-
ed with him.”

Doug Hattaway, a spokesman for
Mr. Gore, said the vice president
“‘clearly disagrees with the I.N.S.
and the Justice Department.”

Mr. Gore's break with the adminis-
tration is the most dramatic of his
campaign to date, though he has dif-
fered from administration policy a
number of times, including a require-
ment that his appointees to the Joint
Chiefs of Staff support allowing gays
to serve openly in the military.

The New Jork c'"“;'im..cs
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Giuliani Funds
Far Outpacing
Mers. Clinton’s

v\By ADAM NAGOURNEY

Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani raised
nearly twice as much money as Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton during the first
three months of this year and has
now collected a total of $19 million
for his Senate campaign, according
to figures provided by both candi-
dates yesterday. The latest numbers
leave little doubt that Mr. Giuliani
will significantly outraise and out-
spend the first lady in the race in
New York.

“She's got a lot of people out there
who don't like her,” Bruce J. Teitel-
baum, Mr. Giuliani’s campaign man-
ager, asserted, grinning broadly as
he released the Republican mayor's
side of what turned out by day’s end
to be a fairly lopsided fund-raising
picture.

- Mr. Teitelbaum said that more
than half of Mr. Giuliani’s total con-
tributions came from out of state,
though he contended that the strong
showing — news of which clearly
unsettled some of Mrs. Clinton’s sup-
porters — was as much a tribute to
Mr. Giuliani as a testament to Mrs.
Clinton’s unpopularity.

- He said Mr. Giuliani had raised $7
million in the reporting period re-

quired under federal law, from Jan.

1 to March 31, for a total of $19
million for his campaign. Mrs. Clin-
ton’s campaign aides said she had

raised about $4 million in the period,

bringing her total to about $12 mil-
lion. The figures do not count mil-
lions in additional so-called soft mon-
ey contributions, which are largely
unregulated, that the two candidates
have been energetically soliciting.

_ The report by Mr. Giuliani was
startling, not only because of its size
— the mayor has already raised
more money than Charles E. Schu-
mer collected for his entire Senate
contest in 1998 — but also because
the figures appeared to undercut
what had once been a widespread
assumption of the contest: that Mrs.
Clinton would raise more money
than Mr. Giuliani. Earlier this year,
Mrs. Clinton’s advisers said they
were confident that she would raise
$25 million for her campaign; she
has yet to reach the halfway point
toward that.

Last night, Mrs. Clinton’s cam-
paign manager, Bill de Blasio, said
he was now certain that Mr. Giuliani
would raise ‘‘at least several million
more dollars’” than Mrs. Clinton.
“We think they will have a signifi- -
cant amount more than we have,”
Mr. de Blasio said.

Mr. Teitelbaum called a formal
news conference to announce the fig-
ures, which he presented in a series
of brightly colored charts, filled with

The splurge of fund-raising was
condemned yesterday by Theodore
W. Kheel, the former labor negotia-
tor who has taken the lead in trying
to work out an agreement between
Mrs. Clinton and Mr. Giuliani to re-
nounce voluntarily the use of unregu-
lated soft money in the campaign.

“It's absolutely terrible,”” Mr.
Kheel said. *‘It tells the public that
the electoral process depends on how
much money you can raise. The as-
sumption is that more money will
buy the election. It's awful.”

The actual filing period does not
end until midnight today. Mr. Giuli-

ani’s aides said he was putting out
the numbers a day early because he
would be in Arizona attending fund-
1 raisers today. The release of what
the aides saw as a bit of good news
also came as the mayor tried to
tamp down criticism of his response
to the fatal police shooting of Patrick

M. Dorismond earlier this month.

Because the figures were prelimi-
nary, neither campaign was able to
provide what is a critical way to
measure the financial health of a

campaign: the amount of cash on
hand. But Mr. Giuliani seems likely

to enjoy an advantage m this area.’

Unlike Mrs. Clinton, Mr. Giuliani has
yet to hire much of a campaign staff,
a reflection of the fact that he has not
done much campaign traveling and
has a network of City Hall aides. Mr.
Teitelbaum said the campaign was
about to begin hiring more staff
members within the next week.

Mr. Giuliani appears to be in a
strong financial position, for reasons
going beyond the numbers in the
latest report. Mr. Teitelbaum said
that more than half of the contribu-
tions came in response to direct-mail
solicitations, which meant that Mr.
Giuliani, who has kept a modest cam-
paign schedule, did not have to leave
City Hali much to raise the cash. And
Mr. Teitelbaum said the campaign
now has gotten contributions from
135,000 donors, most of whom have
given below the $1,000 legal contribu-
tion limit and whom the campaign
can ask again for money.

That said, political analysts cau-
tioned yesterday that it would be a
mistake to read too much into the
political position of either candidate
based on fund-raising figures. For
one thing, no matter how Mrs. Clin-
ton stands in comparison to Mr. Giu-
liani, she still has raised what in any
other Senate race would be a huge
amount of money.

And there is, Mrs. Clinton’s aides
said, no corollary between a candi-
date’s fund-raising ability and vic-
tory. ‘‘Senator D’Amato, Senator
North and Senator Huffington can all
attest to the fact that more money
doesn't necessarily get you elected to
the Senate,”” said Howard Wolfson,
Mrs. Clinton's press secretary, refer-
ring to unsuccessful Senate cam-
paigns by Alfonse M. D’Amato, Mr.
North, and Michael Huffington in
California.

graphic illustrations that demon- .

strated the scope of Mr. Giuliani's
accomplishment for the sake of the
television cameras at the back of the
room. By contrast, Mrs. Clinton dis-
closed her figure in a short state-
ment e-mailed to reporters.

Mr. Giuiiani now seems certain to
break the fund-raising record of $21
million set in Virginia by a nonin-
cumbent candidate for Senate, Oli-
ver L. North, in 1994. He has already
surpassed Mr. Schumer, who raised
$17 million in his run for Senate in
1998, and his advisers say they now
think he may end up raising close to
$40 miilion.
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Gore Backs Bill
o Let Elian Stay

Candidate Breaks With Clinton:
INS Impasse in Miami Continuies

By Sue ANNE PressLey
and Joun F. Harmis ‘
Washington Post Staff Wnters

MIAMI, March 30—With ten-
sions fast rising in Florida over the
fate of 6-year-old Elian Gonzalez,
the case vaulted into the presi-
dential campaign today as Vice Pres-
ident Gore endorsed special legisla-
tion that would grant permanent
resident status to the boy, his father
and other family members now liv-
ing in Cuba.

In a dramatic break with his own
administration, and in defiance of
President Clinton’s pleas that the le-
gal dispute be kept out of the politi-
cal arena, Gore declared in a state-
ment that “our immigration laws
may not be broad enough” to
achieve a just resolution in the Gon-
zalez case. If Congress were to pass
the legislation, it would remove the
case from the jurisdiction of the L-
migration and Naturalization Ser-
vice and into a Florida family court.

Gore's entry into the case—
which won praise, albeit barbed,
from Republican presidential rival
George W. Bush—came as an im-
passe continued between attorneys
for the Miami relatives who now
have. custody of Elian and the INS
over an agreement to turn the boy
over. Hours of negotiations here
ended with only an agreement to

put off more talks until Monday.
One of the lawyers for the Miami
relatives, Jose Garcia-Pedrosa, said
the INS had agreed to extend the
deadline for reaching an agreement
until ,
The INS has ruléd that the ship-
wreck survivor, whose mother died
trying to flee Cuba, should be re
turned to the island to live with his
father. INS officials want a written
pledge from the Miami relatives
that they will turn the boy over if
they lose their court appeals of the
INS decision. They also want the

relatives to agree that there coul! ix:
a change in custody during the ap-
peals process.

Those points have prompted an
extraordinary show of defiance here
against the Clinton administration,
with many state and local officials
standing clearly with the Miami rel-
atives and their allies in the politi-
cally potent Cuban exile community
in South Florida.

Amid larger and more vocal ral-
lies among Miamians who want
Elian to stay here, almost two dozen
elected officials here have said they
would hold Attorney General Janet
Reno and Clinton responsible
should violence occur.

Gore was backing an idea that has
been introduced in various bills, in-
cluding by Rep. Robert Menendez
(D-N.J.) and Sens. Bob Graham (D-
Fla.) and Robert C. Smith (R-N.H.).
In addition to moving the legal juris-
diction of the case to a family court,
backers say, granting permanent
resident status to Elian’s father and
other relatives would allow the fa-
ther to express his wishes about

where he wants to live without the
possibility of coercion from Cuban
dictator Fidel Castro’s regime,

The father, Juan Miguel Gon-
zalez, has said he wants to live with
his son in Cuba. His attorney today
initiated the process for the father
to travel to the United States,

Campaigning in Wisconsin, Bush :

said: “I'm glad the vice president has
seen the wisdom of the way [sic]
and what he ought to do is convince
the attorney general and the presi-

dent to accept the same position. . . .
We'll sce what kind of influence he
has in this administration.”

Gore aides informed . Clinton
aides today of the vice president's
decision to break with the presi-
dent, who has urged letting the case
move through the judicial and ad-
ministrative processes without in-
terference from politics. White
House aides reacted with a measure
of disdain, but hardly surprise, at
what was interpreted as a strictly
self-protective gesture by Gore.
Democratic sources said Gore's po-
litical team feared the Elian case

- could badly undermine their pros-

pects in Florida, an electorally rich
state where Gore wants to win or at
least force Bush to devote signif-
.icant campaign resources. o
Gore aides denied that the vice
president’s statement was motivat-
ed by politics. They said he has long
been concerned that the immigra-
tion law under which Elian’s fate has
been argued is governed by con-
cerns over diplomatic precedent
rather than what is best for the boy.
Pressed repeatedly on the Elian
issue, Gore has resisted saying how
the custody battle should be re-
sulved, while taking pains to avoid
sounding sympathetic to allowing
the boy to live in Cuba. In today’s
statement, he said: “The real fault in
this case lies with the oppressive re-
gime of Fidel Castro. Elian should

* never have been forced to choose be-

tween freedom and his own father.”

Gregory Craig, the Washington
attorney for the boy’s father, tried to
apply today for visas for the father,
his second wife and four-month-old

son, and “a favorite cousin” of
‘Elian’s. But State Department offi-
cials said the request needs to come
through the U.S. diplomatic mission

in Havana. They forwarded the in- .

formation to Havana and said that if
Gonzalez and his family apply, they
would get expedited consideration.

In a surprise live announcement
on Cuban television Wednesday
night, President Castro said the fa-
ther and a large entourage would be
willing to come here while Elian's
court appeal is played out, saying it
would ease the child's “readapta-
tion” to his former life.

Craig said he also will be seeking
permission for “a support group” of
physicians, psychologists, teachers
and a dozen of Elian’s Cuban school-
mates to accompany the father. But
he also warned of another condition
that Miami relatives may not want
to meet.

“He needs only to be told: If he
comes here, he will in fact be given
custody of his son,” Craig said.

If Juan Miguel Gonzalez were to
come to Miami, the Justice Depart-
ment would transfer custody of
Elian to him here for the duration of
the appeals process, a department
official said.

Miami-Dade Mayor Alex Penelas,
appearing on a host of television
news programs today, attempted to
clarify a public statement he made
Wednesday that local law enforce-
ment agencies would not assist fed-
eral officials who might come to get
the boy, saying that of course the Jo-
cal ofiicers would work to control
traffic, crowds and possible vio-
lence.

Still, Penelas, backed by 20 other
local politicians, did not retreat
from his contention that the federal
government has been “provoking”
South Florida's Cuban exile commu-
nity by threatening to remove the
child from the Miami home, where
he has lived for four months since
his rescue at sea.

In gentler terms, Gov. Jeb Bush
(R) and state Attorney General Bob
Butterworth (D) also appealed in a
letter to Reno to “intervene so that
all sides—including the federal gov-
ernment—can step back from the
heat of the moment and take a more
reflective view of the situation.”

At her weekly news conference
today, Reno, a Miami native who un-
til her appointment as attorney gen-
eral served as Miami-Dade district
attorney, disputed charges of
“strong-arm” tactics by federal offi-
cials. Speaking for several minutes
without her usual briefing script, an
obviously emotional Reno reminded
reporters that the INS has several
times delayed action to send the boy
to Cuba, despite backing from the
Clinton administration and now a

" federal judge. Last week, US. Dis-

i —

trict Judge K. Michael Moore up-
held the INS decision to return the
boy to his father. a ruling the Miami
relatives appealed Monday in the
11th US. Circuit Court of Appeals
in Atlanta.

“This case has been heartbreak-
ing for everybody involved,” Reno
said. “But we believe that the law is
clear. The father must speak for the
little boy because the sacred bond
between parent and child must be

recognized and honored, and Elian

should be reunited with his father.”

Reno referred to the statements .

Wednesday by Penelas and other of-

ficials, saying that the Cuban com- _

munity “came to this country seek-

ing a democratic society in which to -

live, where all people can speak, and
there are processes and procedures
for people to be heard. I don’t think

they came to this country to incite -

violence.”

But City of Miami Mayor Joe Car-
olio, who was among those most
outspoken at the mayors’ news con-
ference Wednesday—especially
about local police remaining aloof
from any seizure of Elian—said to-
day he does not regret his state-
ments.

“If this was a case where we were

talking about this boy being sent
back to Saddam Hussein’s Iraq or to
Hitler’s old Germany, there would
be nothing to talk about. Qur federal
government would've said no,” said
Carollo, who came to the United
States at age 6 as part of the Catho-
lic Church’'s Peter Pan program,
which sent 14,000 Cuban children
here.

He denied that politicians are
pandering to Cuban exile interests.

“The Cuban American communi-
ty is a law-abiding community,” he
said, “but we have learned the
American way of politics.”

The Vashington Post
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Rosier Future
For Medicare

Is Forecast

Report Could Sway Congress
To Enact New Drug Benefit

N

A booming economy and a slowdown in Medicare
spending have extended the financial life of the old-age
health program by eight years, to 2023, the most upbeat
assessment by the program’s trustees in a quarter-
century.

The report could increase pressure on Congress to add
new benefits to the Medicare program without bothering
to tackle fundamental changes that would deal with the
looming retirement of the baby boom generation, law-
makers said. Both Democrats and Republicans have of-
fered bills that would add a prescription drug benefit to
.the Medicare program, which covers 39 million Amer-
icans.

The trustees issued an almost equally positive evalua-
tion of the Social Security trust fund, projecting that it
would remain solvent for another three years past earlier
projections, until 2037,

Administration officials and several members of Con-
gress warned that the reports should not delay action on
dealing with the baby boom retirement crisis, when the
number of workers per beneficiary is expected to drop
from 3.4 today to just over 2 in 2030.

Baby boomers, who were born between 1946 and 1964,
will begin to retire by the end of the decade, and the Medi-
care report projects enrollment will double, to 81 million,
by 2035. When that happens, the trustees warn, the cost
of taking care of those retirees will overwhelm the system
as it is currently structured.

“There is one downside to this year's good news,” said
Health and Human Services Secretary Donna E. Shala'a,

By GLENN KessLER
Washington Post Staff Writer

one of the trustees. “It invites com-
placency—and complacency is a pre-
. scription for disaster.” .

President Clinton, speaking to
Jseveral hundred people at an event at
.the Austin Street Senior Center in
the New York borough of Queens,
+ said the reports demonstrated prog-
ress, but he also pressed for his pro-
“posed prescription drug benefit.

.-~ But Sen. John Breaux (D-La.), a
+leading advocate of a major overhaul
:bf the big entitlement programs,
iwamed that prolonged solvency
does nothing to address long-term
needs of Medicare and Social Securi-
.y and could undermine efforts to put
1the two programs on a sounder fi-
1nancial footing.

“Extending the solvency of Medi-
-care and Social Security for a couple
"more years does nothing to modern-
_ize the structure of both these vital
(programs and, in fact, reduces the
-gense of urgency that improvements
-tieed Lo be made soon to protect the
+77 million baby boomers who start
‘retiring in the next 10 years,” Breaux
. gaid.

.» Sen. Bill Frist (R-Tenn.), another
-proponent of restructuring Medi-

care, sugrcested that the new solven-
cy projections might make it easier
to add prescription drug benefits to
Medicare but urged that they be tied
to more fundamental reform.

“Prescription drugs and reform
must still go hand-in-hand if we are to
weather the upcoming demographic
shift,” he said.

If anything, the trustee reports—
which took many budget experts by
surprise—show how good economic
news and a little luck can radically
change the financial picture of these
retirement programs, which account
for nearly 40 percent of the federal
budget. Just four years ago, the trust-
ees predicted the Medicare trust
fund, which pays for hospital costs,
would become insolvent next year.
(A separate Medicare account that
pays doctor bills is mostly funded
year by year through premiums and
general revenue.)

But a combination of factors has
pushed the date of reckoning farther
into the future. As unemployment
plunged and companies went beg-
ging for workers, the government
collected more of the payroll taxes
that fund both Medicare and Social
Security. Medicare hospital spending
slowed and actually fell last year—to

a total of $128.8 billion—in part be-
cause of cuts imposed by the 1997
budget agreement and also because
of a federal crackdown on fraud and
waste. .

The Medicare and Social Security
trust funds have little in common
wilh private pension funds since they
do not actually hold funds—but,
merely 1OUs from the government.

Currently, payroll tax revenue is
high cnough to cover Medicare’s and
Social Security’s obligations. But if
there comes a time when payroll tax-
es no longer exceed obligations—as
will happen in 2015 with Social Secu-
rity—then the government likely will
have to either raise taxes, cut hener
fits or borrow the money to keep the
programs going. Few doubt that
Congress would act quickly if it faced
the prospect of not having the cash to
keep the programs afloat.

Henry Aaron, a health care and
budget expert at (he Brookings In-
stitution, said projections are likely
to change again. “There is a kind of
naive faith in the latest projection as
real and hard and as something we
can take to the bank.”

Staff writer Helen Dewar
contributed to this report.




Clinton Says

;Next Move
F or P eace
Is Assad’s

By JANE PERLEZ

WASHINGTON, March 28 — Pres-
ident Clinton, commenting publicly
for the first time on the failure of his
talks with the Syrian leader, Hafez
al-Assad, said today that it is up to
Mr. Assad to make the next move.

*“The ball's in his court now, and
I'm going to look forward to hearing
from him,” Mr. Clinton said at the
White House before meeting with the
Egyptian president, Hosni Mubarak.

"l went to Switzerland to meet
President Assad to clarify to him
what I thought the options were and
.to hear from him what his needs
are,”” Mr. .Clinton added, '"‘and I

~asked him to come back to me with
what he thought ought to be done.”

Senior administration officials
continued to express disappointment
.today at the outcome of the meeting
,with Mr. Assad, during which he
_stuck to his long-held view that Israel
should return land seized from Syria

during the 1967 Arab-Israeli war.

Secretary of State Madeleine K.
Albright said during a conference
call with leaders of Jewish organiza-
tions today that she hoped that Mr.
-Assad would reconsider his stand in
Geneva so that an Israeli-Syrian deal
.can be completed.

But with the Syrian track of the
‘Middle East peace efforts at a halt,
attention turned to the Palestinian
_track. There also appeared to be
little movement n that effort, but -
administration officials said at the
end of a week of talks between Israe-
lis and Palestinians at Bolling Air
Force Base in southeastern Wash-
ington that incremental progress
had been made.

. Delegations of Palestinian and Is-
raeli officials have been talking be-
hind closed doors at the air base
.about "“final status” issues, including
the future of Jerusalem, the shape of
borders between Israel and a Pales-
“tinian entity, and the fate of. Palestin-
_ian refugees.

A State Department spokesman,
‘James Foley, said today that the two
_delegations would return to Washing-

ton on April 6. “The issues on the
‘table are difficult and gaps remain,
_but the discussions at Bolling have
been serious and intensive,”" Mr. Fo-
‘ley said.

The Palestinian track of the Mid-
dle East peace negotiations also got
.2 lift from Mr. Mubarak, who was in
‘Washington on an official visit.

He has long advocated focusing on
getting an agreement between the
_Palestinians and the lIsraelis, and he |
made this case again with Mr. Clin-
ton. administration officials said.

Mr. Mubarak and Mr. Clinton met

for several hours in the White House
today and talked about intensifying
.the efforts around the Palestinian
and Israeli negotiations. Mr. Mu-
barak also met with Vice President
Al Gore.
. The Israeli prime minister, Ehud
Barak, and the Palestinian leader,
Yasir Arafat, have said their goal is
to reach a final agreement by mid-
September. If such an agreement 1s
_not reached, Mr. Arafat has said, he
will unilaterally declare a Palestin-
ian state.

“l think we will continue to see
progress, at least on the Palestinian
"track,” Mr. Clinton said. “And of
course | hope that we’ll have some
_progress on the Syrian one as well —
-as well as in Lebanon.”

THE NEW YORK TIMES,

' WE_BNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2000



Standoff Over Cuban Boy’s Fate Intensifies

By RICK BRAGG

MIAMI, March 28 — On a day
when people vowed to die for Elian
Gonzdlez, and his relatives said the
Virgin Mary had reappeared on his
bedroom mirror, United States im-
migration officials and the boy's Mi-
ami relatives remained in a standoff
over the government’s demand that
his great-uncle promise to turn him
over to federal officials if the rela-
tives lose the court fight to keep him.

Immigration officials this morning
continued to press lawyers for the
boy’'s great-uncle, Lazaro Gonzalez,
to encourage him to sign a document
agreeing to a peaceful, orderly reso-
lution to the emotionally charged sit-
uation if the United States Court of
Appeals for the 11th Circuit rules
against the family in a hearing in
May.

The family lashed back.

""They said, ‘If you don’t sign the
paper, we remove Elian,’ " said Ar-
mando Gutiérrez, a spokesman for
the family. ‘“They are the ones who
put this kid in Lazaro's home and
they just want him to sign a blank
statement, which is not the Ameri-
can way."” .

Mr. Gutiérrez said he did not know
whether Mr. Gonzélez, an automo-
bile mechanic, would agree to sign
the letter.

Immigration officials were to
meet on Wednesday with Mr. Gonza-
lez and ask him, face to face, to
comply. If the family continues to
defy immigration officials, the agen-
cy could remove the boy from the
home as early as Thursday at 9 a.m,,
government officials said.

But that could be more difficult
than it sounds.

As lawyers continued their war of
words behind closed doors and televi-
sion microphones, the increasingly
dramatic, poignant saga of 6-year-
old Elian became increasingly heat-
ed and strange. .

Outside the house, where a group
of about 50 Cuban exiles have kept a
round-the-clock vigil, several people
warned that, no matter what papers

are signed, they do not intend to
allow anyone to take Elidan away,
even if that means dying for him.

“l am not afraid of Clinton, of
Janet Reno or of the police,” said
Jose Ramos, an elderly Cuban-
American retiree who stood guard
outside the house on Northwest Sec-
ond Street in Little Havana. ‘I will
die for Elian.”

Mr. Ramos echoed the feelings of
many people here who said they
would form human chains, lie down
in front of cars and form walis with

As a deadline nears,
exiles vow to fight to
the death to keep
Elidn in Miami.

their bodies to protect Elian from the
immigration service, agents of Cu-
ban President Fidel Castro and any-
one else who tries to take him away.

*“This a battie between good and
evil, and right now America is evil,”
said Dulce Gonzalez, no relation to
Ehan, a retired schoolteacher who
came to Miami from Cuba 30 years
ago. “Today, we are destroying our
Constitution.” i

Meanwhile, on ‘‘Good Morning
America,” viewers got another look
at Elian and Diane Sawyer coloring
and playing games, as ABC offered
the second installment of a three-
part series in which Ms. Sawyer and

_Elian spoke about his ordeal and

stood on their heads. Ms. Sawyer
said Elian told her he wanted to stay
in Miami, but a network spokesman
said ABC did not air that segment
because of the already incendiary
nature of the confrontation between
the government and the boy's family.

And, in perhaps the most unusual
development, relatives continued to
claim that the Virgin Mary had ap-

peared to them in a mirror in Elian's
bedroom. The great-uncle, Mr. Gon-
zalez, said he wept with joy when he
first saw it.

A week ago, United States District
Judge K. Michael Moore dismissed a
lawsuit requesting a political asylum
hearing for Elian, and said that only
Attorney General Janet Reno could
grant him asylum. Ms. Reno said he
should be returned, as soon as possi-
ble, to his father in Cuba.

Members of Elian’s Miami family
have said that if the father, Juan
Miguel Gonzdlez, came to Miami to
get the boy, and if Elian wanted to go,
they would allow it.

But experts on immigration say
they doubt the family has any inten-
tion of giving the boy up.

It looks like a standoff, but this is
crunch time for IL.N.S.” said Max
Castro, a senior research associate
for the Dante B. Fascell North-South
Center of the University of Miami,
and an expert on Cuban issues.
“LN.S. is going to have to execute
this in some way.”

If immigration officials waver, the
family will just stall, he said.

Elian was found floating off the
coast of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., on an
inner tube on Thanksgiving Day, af-
ter surviving a boat capsizing that
killed his mother and 10 others. Two
others survived the capsizing, but it
is Elian who has been in the center of
a storm of attention ever since.

Immigration officials have said
they do not want to traumatize the
boy by forcibly removing him from
the home, and they do not want to
antagonize the city’s large Cuban-
American population. Cuban-Ameri-
cans make up more than 700,000 of
Miami-Dade County’s 2.1 million
people.

It may be far too late for that.
Demonstrators outside the boy’s
house warned that bad days are com-
ing for the city.

“We are very angry,” said Arturo
Pérez, another retiree who is spend-
ing his days outside the house. “We
are going to stop Miami.”

THE NEW YORK TIMES,

' WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29, 2000
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Judge Upholds INS Decision on Elian

Great-Uncle’s Lawsuit Over Asylum Bid Dismissed: Lawyers to Appeal

Ly Karrn DeYoune

Warchingtan Paat Staff Wnrer

A federal judge in Miami yesterday dis-
missed a lawsuit filed hy the great-uncle of
Ilian Gonzalez against the Justice Department
am! the Immigration and Naturalization Ser-
vive, saying he found nn reason to reverse an
INS deeision to send the 6-year-old shipwreck
sunivor back to his father in Cuba.

Julge K. Michael Moore rcjected great-
uncle Lazaro Gonzalez's argument that the INS
was obliged o consider the puolitical asylum pe-
titions he filed on the child's behalf, over the ob-
jectivns of the child's father. As the government
official ultimately responsible for the INS,
Muoore ruled, Attomney General Janet Reno had
acted within her legal discretion in refusing
~uch consideration.

“Ajudicial review of the excrcise of that dis-
cretion . has found no ahuse that would war-
rant a contrary conclusion,” Moure wrote in a
HM-page decision.

The ruling appeared to move Flian a step
cInser to returning to Cuba—and Reno said the
government would proceed in a “fair, orderly
] prompt way™ to “ensure this child is reunit-
ed with his father™—but there was little reason
to helieve it would happen any time soon.

The Miami attorneys for Lazaro Gonzalez
said they would appeal Moore's ruling to the
11th US. Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta,
Speaking before a small crowd at the federal
courthouse in Miami, attomey Spencer Fig
said, “Flian has not had his day in court. We
have some hope that with an appeal . . . he Just
may.”

Justice officials maintain that the govern-
ment has the power to implement the INS re-
tum order at any time, hut they said yesterday
that no precipitous action would be taken.
They acknowledged that the appeals process
could take months, eventually reaching the Su-
preme Court,

In Havana, the Cuban govermment said it
was still analyzing “the apparently positive
news ... without underestimating the uista-
cles and difficulties we still need to overcome.”
Gregory B. Craig, the Washinglon lawyer re-
presenting Elian's father, Juan Miguei Gon-
zalez, requested a meeling with Reno to dis-
cuss the case, -

Members of Congress who have introduced
legislation to make Elian a USS. citizen, thus re-
moving him from INS contrul, said yesterday
that they would renew their efforts to bring the
measures to a vote. But in the face of wide
spread opposition to such a move, Republican
leaders indicated that they would keep the bills
on the back burner until the appeals process is
exhausted.

The two presidential candidates, who are
compeling for Florida's 25 electoral votes,
wamed the Justice Department against imme-
diate action in the case and said that Moorc's
decision seemed to preclude court consider-

ation of the merits of retuming Elian to Cuba, -

“We still need a full and fair court hearing hased
on due process . . . aceording to the facts avail-
able about what is in the In-st interests of the
child,” said Vice Presjdent Gore.

Texas Gov. George W. Bush saidl the case
should be decided “by a Florida family court . .,
not by a ClintonGore Justice Departinent

whose record of putting politics ahead of the
law does not inspire confidence.”
The Justice Department has said the state
court has no jurisdiction over the case. -
Seeking to put the hest face on the day, the
Miami lawyers noted that they had won two
out of three points the Justice Department had

“contested in their federal suit. In his ruling,

Moore affirmed the court’s right to review INS
decision-making and agreed that Lazaro Gon-
7alez had standing to ask for such a review. But
on the actual merits of the case—whether Re-
no and the INS had acted improperly in refus-
ingt even to consider asylum petitions filed by
anyone other than Elian's father—Moore canie
down firmly on the government’s side.

Elian was found floating in the Atlantic on
Thanksgiving Day, after a shipwreck in which
his mother and others fleeing Cuba drowned.
The INS temporarily placed him in the care of
his great-uncle, but within days his Cuban fa-
ther, who said he had not been consulted on the
departure by his former wife, asked that he he
returned. After interviewing the (ather twice in
Cuba, the INS said it saw na reason to deny his
parental rights. On Jan. 5, citing both U.S and
intemational law, it ordered his return.

Lazaro Gonzalez, backed by many in South
Florida’s Cuban American community, insisted
that Elian would be better off in Florida than in
communist Cuha and asked that the boy be
granted political asylum. The INS never ruled
on the merits of the asylum request, saying that
only Elian's father had the right to speak for
him in immigration matters. In his lawsuit filed
Jan. 19, Lazaro Gonzalez argued that the INS
had violated Elian's constitutional rights to due
process, as well as laws giving “any alicn” the
right to petition for asylum,

Moore’s decision said that Elian has no con-
stitutional rights, because he was never official-
ly admitted to this country, And in any case, the
judge said, while applicable law permits any
alien to apply for asvlum, = ‘any alien’ was evi-
dently not intended hy Congress literally to in-

clude all aliens.” In making such decisions, par-
ticularly concerning a child of such a young
age, Moore said the Administrative Proce.
dures Act and legal precedent give the atlorney
general and agencies under her broad dis-
cretion. B

“In the absence of congressional intent in-
dicating otherwise, courts hold agency findings
and decisions unlawful only if they are ‘ar-
hitrary, capricious, an ahuse of discretion, or
otherwise not in accordance with law,” ” Moore
wrote.

In dismissing the case, Moore said that La-
zaro Gonzalez's “well-intentioned litigation has
the capacity to bring ahout unintended harm.”
Given “the reality that each passing day is an-
other day lost between Juan Gonzalez and his
son, the Court can only hope that those on each
side of this litigation place the interests of Elian
Gonzalez above all others.”

Staff writers Eric Pianin, Helen Dewar and
David A. Vise and special correspondent
Catharine Skipp in Miami contributed to
this report.



Fed Raises Rates
As Inflation Hedge

Markets Anticipated Quarter-Point Rise

By Joun M. Berry
Washingron Post Staff Wniter

Federal Reserve officials, con-
cerned that the nation’s extraordi-
narily strong economic growth will
eventually lead to higher inflation,
raised short-term interest rates by
a quarter-percentage point yester-
day and indicated that more such
moves are probable if growth
doesn’t slow to a more sustainable
pace.

The action by the Federal Open
Market Committee, the central
-bank’s top policymaking group,
was the fifth such increase since
June and boosted the Fed's target
for the federal funds rate—the in-
terest rate financial institutions
charge one another on overnight
loans—to 6 percent, the highest in
nearly five years.

Federal Reserve Chairman Alan
Greenspan and other officials had
signaled cheir intentions so clearly
in recent weeks that yesterday's an-
nouncement had little impact on fi-
nancial markets.

Many analysts expect another
quarter-point increase at the next
FOMC meeting, on May 16, be-
cause the economy shows only

_ scattered signs of slowing growth.

The gross domestic product rose at *

a rapid 6.9 percent annual rate, af-

ter adjustment for inflation, in the
last three months of 1999. Fore
casters predict growth of 5 percent
to 6 percent for the current quar-
ter.

The new target for the federal
funds rate, 6 percent, is roughly 4
percentage points higher than the
nation's “core” inflation rate. That
spread—known as the real interest
rate—is at a level previously
reached only when the Fed raised
rates sharply to combat serious ex-
isting inflation. :

But analysts say that demand for
credit, particularly to finance busi-
ness investment, is so strong that
the economy itself is pushing real
rates upward.

Robert V. DiClemente, an econo-
mist at Salomon Smith Barney in
New York, said it is wrong to think
that the Fed alone is responsible
for nising rates. After all. he noted.
the funds rate target has moved
within a narrow 1.25-percentage~

point band for the past five years.

“These guys have been fortunate
to have a situation that is so seli-
regrulating.” with market fcrces do-
ing a large share of the Fed's work,

DiClemente said. *Herc we have a
natural force for higher rates and
the Fed just has to be carefil not 1o

sit on interest rates in a period of
booming investment.

“They are on the right tack.
They have to be persistent because
the risks are so clearly to one side.”
he said. .

Almost immediately after the
Fed's announcement, banks began
announcing increases in. their
prime lending rates, which usually
are pegged 3 percentage points
above the target for the federal
funds rate. That means increases in
the rates many consumers pay on
home-equity loans and unpaid
creditcard balances, and those
paid by small-business borrowers.
Those rates are frequently tied to
the prime.

~. The Fed said members of the
Opén Market Committee remain
concerned that increases in the de-
mand for geods and services "will
continue to exceed the growth in
potential supply, which could fos-
ter inflationary imbalances that
would undermine the economy's
record economic expansion.” And
that means that the risks in the
economy are “weighted mainly to-
ward conditions that may generate
heightened inflation pressures” in
the luture.

In recent public statements,
Greenspan has highlighted that
concern, particularly focusing on
the nation's shrinking pool of un-
employed workers. While Green-
span readily acknowledges that
there is no current evidence that

“These guys have
been fortunate to
have a situation

that is so

self-regulating. . . .

They are on the
right tack.”

— Robert V. DiCiemente,
economist. Salomon Smith Bamey

inflation is getting worse, he wor-
nes that sooner or later, ever-
tighter labor markets will lead to
inflationary wage increases.

“Will this quarter-point rate
hike, or the cumulative 1.25 per-
centage points in rate hikes since

June 1999, be sufficient to cool the
economy? Probably not,” said
economist Dana Saporta of Stone
& McCarthy, a financial markets
rescarch firm. “The Fed, in our
view, will continue hiking its funds
rate target until it sees solid evi-
dence that the pace of [growth of]
domestic demand is coming back
in line with the economy's produc-
tive capacity.”

For that to'happen, Saporta add-
ed, the increase in household
wealth generated by gains in the
stock market is going to have to
slow. That's because those gains
have been fueling the rapid in-
crease in consumer spending that
has helped keep economic growth
so high, she said.

Her firm, like many others, ex-
pects the Fed to raise its target for
overnight rates by another quarter-
point on May 16 and again at the
FOMC’s June 27-28 session. That
could be the last increase, Saporta
said. But she added: “This forecast

| is based on our expectations for

growth and inflation over the next
few quarters and certainly is sub-
ject to changing economic and fi-
nancial markets conditions.”
Other analysts, with a somewhat
different view of the economy's
likely course, think the Fed may

not have to do quite that much.
For example, Mickey Levy, chief
economist at Bank of America in
New York, applauded what he
called the Fed's “gradualist ap-
proach™ of small incremental
moves on rates, which gradually

" build up restraining pressures on

growth. With five steps now taken,
“there may be one more tightening
before the rate of economic growth
begins to moderate and the Fed
moves to the sidelines,” Levy said.

On the other hand, economist
Chris Varvares of Macroeconomic
Advisers, an economic consulting
and forecasting firm in St. Louis,
said that unless the stock market
has a significant “correction,” with
prices falling about 13 percent, eco-
nomic growth won't slow very
much at all.

“If there is no stock market cor-
rection, our forecast has the funds
rate moving above 7 percent early
next year,” Varvares said.

In addition to raising the target
for the federal funds rate, the Fed-
eral Reserve Board separately in-
creased the discount rate to 5.5
percent from 5.25 percent. The dis-
count rate is the rate financial in-
stitutions pay when they borrow

" money directly from a Federal Re-

serve bank.

The Washington Post
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U.S. Judge Dismisses Suit That Sought
To Keep Elian Gonzalez in the U.S.

By Davip §. CLoup
Staff Reporter of THE WALL STREET JOURNAL

WASHINGTON - A federal judge re-
fused to block the return of Elian Gonzalez
to Cuba. dealing another setback to the ef-
forts of his Miami relatives to win asylum
for the boy.

U.S. District Judge K. Michael Moore
dismissed a lawsuit filed in January by
Elian’s Miami relatives seeking a political
asylum hearing, and he upheld a decision
by U.S. immigration officials that the boy
be sent home. The judge ruled the attorney
general has “discretion’* about whether to
grant asylum and to decide who speaks for
a minor in immigration proceedings.

Attorney General Janet Reno decided in
January to comply with a request from the
boy’s father in Cuba to return Elian to his
custody.

*'A well-intended lawsuit filed on behalf ]

of and for the benefit of Elian Gonzalez ran
headlong into an equally well-intentioned
attorney general ... determined to see
that a father’s wishes to be reunited with

. his six-year-old son be given primacy in
law and fact,” Judge Moore wrote in the 50-
page decision.

- The case has become politically
charged, particularly among Miami's
many Cuban exiles. U.S. politicians criti-
cal of Fidel Castro's Cuba have rallied be-
hind the relatives’ efforts to keep Elian in
the U.S., after his mother and 10 others
who had fled Cuba drowned when their
boat capsized in late November. U.S. offi-
clals said yesterday they were hoping to
make arrangements with the family to
have the boy returned to Cuba promptly.

Lawyers representing the boy's U.S. rel-
atives, who have custody of him, said they
" were considering an appeal. “What this
case has been about is whether this six-
year-old boy should have a day in court,”
Attorney Kendall Coffey said. *““That day
has not taken place yet.” The appeal would
focus on a provision of U.S. asylum law that
says any alien has a right to apply for asy-
lum, Mr. Coffey said, adding, “Any alien
also means Elian Gonzalez."

U.S. officials insist they have no reason
to challenge the claim of Elian's father to
speak on the boy's behalf. Ms. Reno, a for-
mer Miam| state prosecutor who has over-
seen the matter personally, said, "It is
time for this little boy, who has been
through so much, to move on with his life at
his father's side.” She added, ““l have
every confidence that the community will
accept the court's decision.""

Immigration and Naturalization Ser-
vice officials interviewed Mr. Gonzalez in
Cuba and found *‘no objective basis for
overriding the father's wishes for his son,"

Ms. Reno said in deciding the matter i
January. She added, “Elian is too young t
make legal decisions for himself.” Thi
agency found no reason to believe his fa
ther was being compelled by fear of retri
bution from the Cuban government to as}
for the boy's return. )

Mindful of the political clout of Miami's
Cuban-American community, both leading
presidential candidates made statements
expressing sympathy for keeping the boy in
the U.S. That put Vice President Al Gore, thé
likely Democratic Party presidential nomi-
hee, at odds with the Justice Department.

“We still need a full and fair court hear-
ing based on due process in a court of law,”
he said. *‘The father is not free to speak his
true mind. What is his true feeling? We know
what the mothers trie feeling was. She Jost
her life trying to get freedom for her son.”

Republican George W. Bush issued a
statement calling on Ms. Reno “‘to recon-
sider her plans to send Elian back to
Cuba.” He said the boy's father and family
should be allowed to come to America to
freely express their will. He also said
Elian’s custody “'should be decided by a
Florida family court.”

About a dozen people protesting the
judge's decision had gathered by late
morning outside the home of Lazaro Gon-
zalez, the boy's great uncle, in Miami's Lit-
tle Havana neighborhood, where Elian has
been staying. .
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- f-\Dollar Strengthens on Interest-Rate Rise;
+Pound Rallies on Strong U.K. Forecast

FOREIGN
EXCHANGE

By JENNIFER BARRETT
Do Jones Newsuires

NEW YORK - The dollar surged against
most major currencies after a boost in U.S.
interest rates, even though the rise had
been widely expected.

-2 The U.S. currency posted intraday highs
against the euro, yen and Swiss franc after
1 the Federal Reserve announced it would
; Taise rates by 0.25 percentage point. In late
' afternoon New York trading, the dollar was
at 106.82 yen after setting an intraday high
1 6f 107.20 yen following the Fed decision.
i That is up from 106.45 yen late Monday.
!~ The euro dropped nearly a cent during

the New York session, buying just 96.42
U.S. cents late in the day-a sharp drop
from 97.29 cents late Monday. The dollur
was quoted at 1.6720 Swiss francs, down
slightly from its intraday high of 1.6772
Swéss francs but up from 1.6564 Swiss
francs late Monday.

Sterling was the only currency to stand
up to the dollar, though it had retraced
about a half-cent worth of gains from a
midday rally by the time the Fed made the
midafternoon announcement. The pound
Was quoted at $1.5730, up from $1.5690 the
previous day. It climbed as high as $1.577
earlier in the day.

The pound largely dictated market
movements ahead of the Fed's decision, af-
ter news of higher-than-expected retail
prices .and upward revisions of United

Kingdom growth forecasts prompted re-
newed specuiation of near-term rate in-
creases by the Bank of England.

Chancellor of the Exchequer Gordon
Brown announced the revised growth fore-
cast during his presentation of the 2000-
2001 U.K. budget, which included income
and capital-gains tax cuts and a projected
budget surplus of £17 billion.’

The pound strengthened against nearly
all major currencies during the unveiling
of the U.K. budget, but posted its largest
gains against the euro and the yen.

The euro dropped a half-cent in a matter
of minutes after euro/sterling sales set off a
massive euro selloff, triggering stop-losses
at about 96.80 cents. That sent the common
European currency tumbling to 96.39
cents—nearly a cent below its opening level.

- Traders largely ignored any news that
didn’t have a direct implication for near-
term interest rates. The release of a record
January U.S. trade-deficit figure, coupled
with the largest trade surplus ever for
Canada, barely registered in the global-
currency markets.

Analysts say news that the U.S. interna-
tional trade deficit widened to a record $28
billion in January may have benelited the
dollar as the expanding trade gap might
prompt the Fed to raise interest rates even
more to damp demand for imports.

Even as the Fed announced its decision,
many were predicting another 0.25-per-
centage-point increase when the commit-
tee meets May 16.

Canada’s record trade surplus of 4.53
billion Canadian dollars for January was
due largely to a 4% jump in exports—most
of them bound for the U.S. But the coun-
try’s currency barely budged after the fig-
ures were released.

The Canadian dollar climbed only after
an erroneous report of a Bank of Canada

rate boost filtered through the market.
Though the report proved false, the BOC is
widely expected to match the U.S. Fed's
move when it meets this morning.

The BOC's recent mirroring of U.S. Fed
tightening prompted renewed interest in
the currency even before Canada's central
bank takes action. Analysts say the Cana-
dian dollar has rallied an average of 0.6%
inintraday trading after the Fed's last four
rate increases. .

Still, traders warn the gains may be
short-lived, with many foreseeing more
seesawing in a market still wary of placing
too much faith in the Canadian currency'’s
longer-term prospects.

The dollar was buying C$1.4703, com-
pared with CS$1.4696 late Monday, after
slipping to an intraday low of C$1.4661 just
before the Fed announcement.
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Tobacco
youth
banis
toppled

Court: FDA can’t

regulate nicotine .

Al

By Richard Willing
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — The Supreme Court shat-
tered the cornerstone of President Clinton's cam-
paign to stop teenage smoking, ruling Tuesday
that the federal Food and Drug Administration
does not have the power to regulate tobacco.

The 54 decision is good news for a tobacco in-
dustry still beset by lawsuits filed by state and lo-
cal governments and by former smokers.

The court's majority found that the FDA over-
reached in 1996 when it decided that nicotine in
tobacco was a drug the agency was entitied to
reguiate. The FDA then proposed rules aimed at
stopping tobacco sales to people under 18.

Justice Sandra Day O'Connor, writing for the
majority, sounded almost apologetic, noting that
tobacco use among the young “poses perhaps the
single most significant threat to public bhealth "
But, she wrote, “An . .. administrative agency’s
power to regulate must always be grounded in a
valid grant of authority from Congress.”

For the FDA to regulate tobacco, Congress
would have to pass legislation granting such au-
thority, an unlikely event in an election year.

In dissent, Justice Stephen Breyer said existing
laws were enough to empower the FDA.

Joining O'Connor in the majority were Chief
Justice Williamn Rehnquist and Justices Antonin
Scalia, Anthony Kennedy and Clarence Thomas.
With Breyer in dissent were Justices John Paul
Stevens, David Souter and Ruth Bader Ginsburg.

The ruling’'s immediate effect will be the
scrapping of federal penalties on retailers that
sell tobacco o people under 18 and of a require-
ment that retailers check the photo IDs of any
buyers who look younger than 27. All 50 states,
though, already ban tobacco sales to minors.

Business advocates said the ruling would
block what they consider the Clinton administra-
tion’s long-range goal of banning cigarettes.
“FDA's proposal may have been clothed in the
language of protecting children, byt its real tar-
get was adults,” said Sam Karman of the Com-
petitive Enterprise Institute tn Washington.

® Prospects in Congress, 6A

Diabetes
'taken off shelf

Rezulin called too risky .'

Al

The maker of Rezulin pulled the controversial
diabetes drug off the market Tuesday after a re-
viewofsafetydatashawedthmthedrugm
more toxic to the liver than similar medications.

“Continued use of Rezulin now poses an unac-
ceptable risk to patients,” Janet Woodcock, direc-
tor of the Food and Drug Administration's Center
for Drug Evaluation and Research, said in 8
statement.

Five hundred thousand Americans are taking
Rezulin, and nearly 2 million have tried it, said
Peter Corr, president for research and devel-
opment at Warner Lambert/Parke-Davis, mak-
er of the drug.

The FDA, which requested Tuesday’s action,
said patients who are on the drug should ask
their doctors about alternatives.

ThepmlstscdtomﬂypeZdiabets.wmch
affects 90% to 95% of the estimated 16 million di-
abetics in the USA. It is stlll on the market in Ja-
pan, Australia and severa! South American coun-

tries. Two similar drugs, Avandia and Actos, are
available in the USA.
surprised by the

By Rita Rubin
USA TODAY

“We were shocked and
(FDA’s) action,” Corr said. “We still believe that
the benefits of Rezulin do outweigh the risks "

Sidney Wolfe, director of Public Citizen, a pa-
tient advocacy group based in Washington, D.C,
sald the FDA has received reports of 60 deaths
linked to the drug but many more have occurred.

Wolfe's group petitioned the FDA in July 1998
to ban Rezulin because of liver problems.

Judge refuses to block Elian’s retur )

':By Deborah Sharp

USA TODAY A \

MIAMI — Calling Elian Gonzalez a “profile of survival

and courage,” a federal judge Tuesday dismissed a law-

suit by relatives who seek to keep him in the USA.

The family filed a notce of appeal, and its attormeys
noted that similar legal rights would not be available in
Cuba: “The fight to get Elian Gonzalez his day in court wil)
continue.” said Kendall Coffey, a former U.S, attorney
now on the boy's legal team. Attomey General Janet Re-
no wants a prompt reunification for the boy and his fa-
ther, Juan Miguel Gonzalez But authorities say they will
not remove the child until appeals are considered, per-
haps within weeks.

“It has been four months since Elian was separated
from his father and lost his mother,” Reno said. It is ime
for this little boy, who has been through so much, to move
on with his life at his father's side.”

The family's attorneys wanted Elian to be granted a po-
litical asylum hearing. But U.S. District Judge Mic
Moore said matters of asylum fall under the authority of
the attorney general and the agency under her com-
mand, the Immigration and Naturalization Service.

The INS ruled in January that the youngster should go
home. The order has been on hold during the legal fight.

Elian was found clinging to an inner tube off Florida
Nov. 25 afier a capsizing killed his mother and 10 others.

USA TODAY
- WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22, 2000
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USA TODAY
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Cubans see Elian’s case as a kidnappin

They seek
boy’s return
to his father

By Deborah Sharp
USA TODAY

HAVANA — The protests in
Cuba over Ellan Gonzalez often
are dismissed by Miami exiles
as government productions,
staged by Fidel Castro for prop-
aganda purposes.

The protests might be cho-
reographed, but on the streets
and in homes, Cubans say they
are of one mind. They want
Elian returned to the father
who Is battling an extended Mi-
ami family for custody.

“He must return. His family
Is here,” says Carmen Rivero,
18, a college student who plans
to be a doclor. “They've been
{rying to change his mind in M-
am| with toys and gifts. He may
not get that in Cuba, but the
most important thing {s family
love, and he doesn't have that
there.”

Tuesday, after a Judge re-
fused to block Etlan's refurn to
Cuba, the government warmed
people “not to fall into false op-
timism or excessive hope™ be-
cause the battle to “achieve the
retumn of the kidnapped boy”
had not ended.

Cubans will not say aloud
that Elian, 6, should stay in the
USA, perhaps for fear of repri-
sals by the Castro government.
When discussing the case, Cu-
bans invariably refer to Elian's
residency in Miami as a kid-
napping. .

Schoolchildren wear the
boy’s face on T-shirts, Signs plc-
turing Elian confined by bars

. . By M:bm‘o Rogue. Agence France-Presse
Protest site: Cuban authorities are building an auditorium for
speeches and marches in Havana, near the U.S. Interests Section.
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Return our

hang In store windows.

Long after US. reporters
have moved on to other stories,
Cuban radio and TV reports
feature the case dally.

An editorial cartoon shows
the boy crying, “Papa, Help
Me!" as a hooked arm in red,
white and blue rips him from
his roots.

Protests are common in
front of the US. Interests Sec-
tion, along Havana's seaside av-

boy’: A man and child
poster that demands Efian Gonzalez be returned to Cuba.

By Detorah Sharp, USA TODAY

Cyciing In Havana pause before a

enue, the Malecon. Cuban au-
thorities are bullding an
outdoor auditorium for speech-
€s and marches in the shadow
of the building, which serves as
the US. embassy.

“I' cannot “understand why
Elian is stilt there. They must
send him back " says Jullo Gar-
cla, 60, a worker in Cuba’s sug-
ar cane ministry. “What has
happened jp your country to
the law»" )

Excerpt from decision

An excerpt from the opinlon of U.S. District Judge K. Mi-
chael Moore In the case of Elian Gonzalez vs, Janet Reno:

father’s wishes to be reunited with his 6-year-old son be giv-
.en primacy in law and fact.

“At age 6, Elian's recorded past is a profile of survival and
courage in the face of adversity and the loss of his mother at
sea. His tuture wil undoubtedly unfold in due time, and it
will surely remain a matter of interest to those who oppose
his father’s wishes,

“Even this well-intended litigation has the capacity to
bring about unintended harm. In light of the attorney gener-
al's clearly articulated views on the matter of whether Elian
Gonzalez should return home, as well as (he reality that
each passing day is another day lost between Juan Gonzalez
and his son, the court can only hope that those on each side

of this litigation place the interests of Elian Gonzalez above
all others.”

The court document can be found at Www.netside.net/
usdcﬂs/publlcatlons/elian.pdf




Changes in ‘1aiwan
might bring more
trade opportunities

By Paul Wiseman
USA TODAY

TAIPEI, Taiwan — Taiwan doesn't
exactly look like an investment
haven these days.

Protesters are fighting with police
in the streets of the capital. China has
been threatening to attack. And the
incoming government has no experi-
Nnce running an economy.

However, opportunities for U.S.
companies could emerge from the
tension and tumult rising out of Tai-
wan's historic presidential election
Saturday.

“There are greater risks, but there
&re also greater opportunities,” says
Robert Broadfoot, managing director
of Hong Kong-based Political & Eco-
nomic Risk Consulting. “Foreign
companies must recognize that the
status quo has changed.”

Taiwan's voters ended a half-cen-
tury of rule by the Kuomintang
(KMT) party and elected as presi-
dent Chen Shui-bian of the opposition
Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP). Chen and the DPP have
called in the past for Taiwan to de-
clare independence — a move that
China would consider an act of war.
Before the election, Chinese leaders
warned that a victory by Chen couid
Cause military conflict.

Stocks in Taiwan tumbled Monday,
the first trading day after the elec-
ticn, on fears China would follow
through on its threats. Adding to the
chaos: Angry Kuomintang supporters
have held demonstrations in the
streets of Taipei to demand that out-
going President Lee Teng-hui resign
immediately as KMT chairman to
take responsibility for the humiliat-
ing electoral defeat

David Hoffman, a consultant with
PricewaterhouseCoopers in Taipei,
says the turmoil could cause jittery
investors to demand higher interest
rates before they agree to finance
projects in Taiwan.

Taiwan is a8 big market for U.S.
companies: It bought $18.2 billion
worth of U.S. exports last year, mak-
ing it the USA's seventh-largest mar-
ket US. companies have invested
more than $9 billion in Taiwan's
economy, more than any other coun-
try. US. companies rely on Taiwan
for computer chips and other manuy-
factured components.

By Tuesday, investors and busi-
nesses were rethinking the situation,

and Taiwan's stock market rebound-
ed 5.5%. The outlook for business in
Taiwan might not be as risky as the
developments seemed to suggest,
and might even improve:

P Tensions with China appear to
be easing. Since the election, Chen
has gone out of his way to say that he
won't declare independence and that
he wants negotiations with the main-
land. Tuesday, the DPP said it would
consider dropping the provocative
plank of its platform that calls for
Taiwan's independence,

Chinese President Jiang Zemin
spurned Chen's offer to visit Beijing.
But mainland reaction to Chen's win
has been measured. China has left
open the possibility of negotiations in
the future.

Lee had a rocky relationship with
the Communist regime in China. and
the island still managed to remain
one of Asia's most risk-free countries,
Hoffrnan says.

» Taiwan seems intent on forging
closer economic ties with the main-
land. The legislature passed a bill
Tuesday that allows people and goods
to travel directly between the main-
land and islands that Taiwan controls
in the Taiwan Strait.

Taiwan had banned direct travel to
China in the past — a huge obstacie
for Taiwan-based companies, includ-
ing foreign-owned firms that wanted
to do business there. To move people
and goods between Taiwan and Chi-
na, they had to go through a third lo-
cation, such as Hong Kong. Chen has
said he wants to move toward lifting
the travel ban entirely.

“The time savings are a critical
factor,” says Desmond Wong, spokes-
man for Texas Instruments, which
has regional headquarters and a fac-
tory in Taiwan and a plant in China_

Chen plans to attack corruption
and favoritism in Taiwan's economic
policies — moves that could give for-
€ign companies more opportunities
in Taiwan. In addition to controlling
the government. the ruling KMT also
uns a huge business empire. Not sur-
prisingly, it favored KMT-owned
companies when it awarded con-
tracts and issued regulations.

Chen has promised reforms that
will create equal opportunities for all
companies. He could have trouble
pushing reforms through the KMT-
controlled legislature. But the cur-
rent divisions in the KMT might give
him an opportunity to strike qQuickly.

USA TODAY
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Growin
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HAVANA — When 6-year-old
Roberto plays with his pals at
Carlos Aguirre Park, there are
1o Rollerblades, no GameBoys,
no Pokémon cards,

The youngsters scramble in
the dust, dodging a dart made
of three plastic drinking straws
stuck end-to-end. A pigeon
feather provides the aerody-
namics. Roberto’s aim is keen.

Long after any American
counterparts would have aban-
doned such a lowtech game,
the other boys finally end Ro-
berto’s dart-throwing reign,
They line up for a turn at a ramshackle slide — a queu
of children resembling the lines Cuban parents face every
day for essentials such as bread and medicine.

Among Cuban exiles in Miami and conservative UsS.
politicians, there has been much rhetoric on Cuba's hard-
ships and what a terrible life young Elian Gonzalez will
have if the boy is returned to Fidel Castro's repressive reg-
ime. In fact, freedom of speech remains an alien concept
here, and the nation is so economically strapped that

By Deborah Sharp ﬂ ’

even milk is considered a luxu-
ry for anyone over the age of 6,
when government rations for
milk stop. Family life is just as
difficult here as are all other as-
pects of survival.

But on this Havana play-
ground, where parents line the
fences to keep a watchful eye,
the children appear happy and
weli-oved. Some here say eco-
nomic difficulties have drawn
traditionally tight-knit Cuban
families even closer. And many
parents here deeply resent the
idea that a life of plenty in the
USA would be preferable to a
Cuban life for Elian. The young
rafter was rescued Nov. 25 off

Flonda after a boat capsized and his mother and-10 oth-
ers were Kkilled. Elian's Cuban father, Juan Miguel Gon-
zalez. is battling the boy's Miami relatives for custody.
“There are so many Elians here, just like my son. He.s
a happy child of Cuba,” Julio Garcia says. His 5-year-old is
among the youngsters laughing and racing after Roberto _
at the Havana playground on a recent Sunday arlen—lgqn. ]

“It's true we have many economic problems. But we do our best

- for our children.”

" If Elian returns to Cuba, he probably will receive a hero's
welcome and the best the country has to offer. He already was
sheliered somewhat because of his father’s tourism earnings as
& guard at an amusement park “There are hardships in Cuba,
but this child won't be exposed to the worst of them,” says Max

" Castro, a professor at the University of Miami. “He'll have a
specid status and privileges from that”

At the park, where bench seats are missing slats and foun-
tains have no water, scenes of

: COVER STORY parents cuddling children are
COmMmonN. As elsewhere on the

' city's streets, whining and

: temper tantrums seem virtually nonexistent On one block, a

 father strolls alone with a toddler on his shoulders, plutkicg a
purple fiower from a tree to tickle the girl's cheek On another,
families hold hands and chat at a park on a street corner, stoi-

" cally enduring an hours-long line to buy ice cream.

" The Cubans have a saying when asked how life is on this is-
land. where Fidel Castro took power in a revolution 41 years
ago and has not loosened his grip since.

“No es facil,” they say. It's not easy. And that's an un-
derstatement.

Shortages just about everywhere

The U.S. embargo against trade with the island has made It
difficult and expensive for Cuba to import goods. Shortages ex-
ist for everything from food 1o soap to light bulbs. After the col-
iapse of the Soviet Union, Cuba’s once-wealthy patron, Castro in
1993 started allowing U.S. dollars back into the cash-strapped

ocountry.

up in -
Cllfba

It’s not easy,
- but ‘we do
our best for our children’

COVER STORY

1ne presence: of dollars —
all tourists mus:it spend noth-
ing but U.S. money, and Cu-
ban-Americans send about
$800 million a year to fam-
ilies on the islarid — has cre-
ated- a dual economy and
sparked social inequities.
Those with dol lars can live
relatively well compared
with those who must survive
on pesos — 20 of which
equal $1. Cuban doctors earn
only a fraction in pesos of
what cab drivers can eamn
from dollar tips;. As a result,
many doctors and other pro-
fessionals are leaving their
jobs to work in the tourist in-
dustry, where they get paid
in U.S. dollars.

A cabbie can easily earn
$10 U.S. in tips a day; a doc-
tor’s salary in :Cuban pesos
equals about $25 a month.

Even Cuban families with
dollars face countrywide
scarcities. Free health care
and education were two pil-
lars of Castro’s revolution,
but shortages in both systems
have become severe. Stu-
dents, especially at higher
levels, make do without com-
puters or even books. Surgi-
cal patients must supply their
own sheets and soap in many
Cuban hospitals,

The Cuban education sys-
tem, free to students at all
levels, has long been viewed
as a model in Latin America.
The government in the last

five years managed to double
the amount spent annually
on education, to $2.5 billion.
There are many prestigious,
but not high-pay-
ing, jobs for Cubans who go
w mum cCar

In tact, Cuba compares fa-
vorably with the USA 1 the
Pproportion of its citizens who
are scientists and techn;-
cians. In Cuba, the number is
2.7 per 1,000 residents; in the
USA, it's 3.6. Coliege-educal-
ed Cubans can become doc-
10rs, lawyers and engineers.
But the governmeni asserts a
strong influence in what ca.
reer is chosen. And once that
path is taken, it's difficult to
shop for a betier position.

Cheap living

The government subsidiz-
€S everything from day care
1o housing. Utilities cost liter-
ally pennies a month: 3 pesos
for water, 15 pesos for elec-
tncity. But power outages are
frequent, and water in many
homes runs only at centain
hours of the day.

The government-supplied
food rations, which are
meant to provide 307 of ny.
tniuonal needs, are meager
per person: each montn, g
dozen eggs. 5 pounds of sug-
ar. 6 pounds of nce ang a
pound each of coffee ang
beans. Each family 15 eny-
Ued to beef or chucken wace
8 month. Chuldren and aduits
With health probiems rece;ve
more food. and a black mar-

" ket for produce thrives, But

j i ide the system. The ille-
ties are severe for operating outside
penns:ne of beef can bring 15 years in prison.

A 35-year-old American

ified because he has : . )
‘odfetl;iuengs. embargo says he stays because he still believes in
the goals of the revolution.

expatriate who doesn't _wam to.be
lived since 1994 in Cuba in violation

He points to a country with greater

ial equality and less violence than in
trggtglsehq He t;ys he’s confident about the
grade-school education his 3-year-oid son
will receive. -

But the boy wheezes from bronchitis,
and medicine to ease his symptoms is
hard to come by, even with the dollars
his grandparents send from the U_SA
Though Cuba's primary-school education
receives high marks, shortages become
more pressing in higher grades as Stu-
dents require more sophisticated and

costly learning aids.

The American, who is married toa
Cuban woman, acknowledges that such
difficulties could send him back to the
USA as his son grows older.

“A very popular word in Cuba is ‘re-
solver, ” he says. “It means you find a
way lo take care of the problem. That's
what it's ali about here: making do.”

_Housmmmecitymngesh'omspa-
;:lou_.ri.j U.S.style apartments to dozens of
amilies sharing Havana's once-grand
villas. The villas were homes to the
wealthy who fied the revolution. Most
Now have peeling paint, crumbling roofs
and dangerously exposed wiring. Bed
space is shared, and privacy so rare that
the Cubans have coined a term for the
kind of intimacy that couples
when no one is looking: vertical love,

chlamiushemcanlmaginemeex-

Cess — toys, jewelry, clothi i
to Disney Worid -Wthal tghmﬁnm(;g eliis

Ina country where consumerism js
just g to surface, criticism of
such extravagance is common.“] don't
tmnk_ matenial things can buy happi.
ness,” Margarita Sosa, a retired teacher
and grandmother of , $8ys. “My chil-
dren were not children with many toys,
but they were happy. They had what
they needegt 8 parent who was here to
answer their questions and to talk.

m"r_fhen I look at them, I'm proud of

The pain of families se ted by ex-
ile is something that mc:!‘;!lmI Amenzaerxls
willsl:;ver know. Sosa’s oldest son fied Cu-

Years ago, jumping on a Miami.
bound boat just bjocks from the family’s
waterfront apartment in Havana's Veda-
do neighborhood, She hasn't seen him
since, though they do talk by telephone,

Thmughoul Havana, signs exhory Cu-
ban lamm_s to remember the goals of
the r!voluupn. to stay strong, to continue
to fight for a better life for all. “No one

many have. The desu-e to leave Cuba
mains intense: About 500,000 Cubans t:;

ply annually for the 20,000 legal visas
granted by the US. government. Thou-
sands more leave illegally.

'{-law many goodbyes we've had to
say,” says Uva de Aragon. a college pro-
fessor in Miami whose family is split be-
fween the two countries. *] always
thought of how much I miss Cuba. I nev-
er thought of how much Cuba misses ys.”

USA TODAY
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By Susan Page
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NEW DELHI, Indla — Meeting
Just hours after a massacre of civil-
lans in Kashmir, President Clinton
and Indian Prime Minister Atal Biha-
rt Vajpayee failed Tuesday tn make
any breakthrough In controlling the
nuclear weapons that have raised
new fears about old tensions in the
region.

Vajpayee denounced the killing of
40 Sikh villagers in the disputed Hi-
malayan province as “a premeditat-
ed act of barbarism” and warned,
“We have the means and the will to
eliminate this menace.”

“The violence must end.” Clinton
sald at a brief news conference out-
slde the ceremonial Hyderabad
House. He called for “restraint” and
“renewed lines of communication”
between India and Pakistan,

Clinton formally opened the first
presidential visit to India in a genera-
tion with promises that the once-
chilly rejations between the world's
oldest democracy and the world's
largest democracy would become
warmer and wider.

The leaders signed a “vision state-
ment” pledging closer economic ties
and more regular summit mee
Indla agreed to remove barriers and
slash dulies on some US, imports,
while the Unlted States announced it
would guarantee up to $1 billion in
loans through the Export-Import
Bank for small and midsize Indlan

]

I TN LS

By J. Scott Applewhits, AP

U.S.-India tafks: Clinton retums a toast to Indian President K.R. Narayanan, left,

and Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee, second from left, at a state dinner,

companies to buy U.S. products.

But administration officials who
briefed reporters afterward were un-
able to cite any substantive change
on the security issues that dominated
the day's talks: India's stance toward
Its bitter enemy, Pakistan, and its
commitment to maintain what Vaj-
payee called “a minimum nuclear de-
terrent” in the region.

This morning, in an address to the
Indian parliament, Clinton was to
urge the Indian government to pro-
vide leadership on nuclear prolifer-
ation concerns by signing the Com-
prehensive Test Ban Treaty and

agreeing to tighter controls on ex-
ports of nuclear technology.

The president travels to Islam-
abad, Pakistan, on Saturday for sim-
larly difficult talks with Gen. Pervaiz
Musharraf, who seized power in a
bloodless coup last October Pakistan
tested its own nuclear weapons in
1998 just days afier India had done
so, making South Asia what Clinton
has called “perhaps the most danger-
ous place in the world today.”

At a state dinner Tuesday in New
Delhi, Indian President K.R. Naraya-
nan used unusually blynt language in
what amounted to a rebuke of Clin-

ton. “It has been suggested that the
Indian subcontinent is the most dan-
gerous place in the world today, and
Kashmir is a nuclear flash point,” Na-
rayanan said. “These alarmist de-
scriptions will only encourage those
Wi wani to break the peace and in-
dulge in terrorism and violence.”

The difficulty of the issues in the
region and the limited prospects for
progress left U.S. officials straining to
explain what, precisely, had been
achieved during Tuesday's talks in
New Delhi.

Clinton himself offered on ly a con-
ditional assessment of the results. “I
felt today that there was a possibility
that we could reach more common
ground,” he said in discussing nucle-
ar issues.

Vajpayee reiterated commitments
not to conduct additional nuclear
tests, engage in a nuclear arms race
or be the first to use nuclear arms
against another country.

Though the prime minister said
dismissively that “there is ng threat
of war,” he used language that made
peace sound distant. “There is a de-
liberate design to foment trouble; to
encourage killing, mass murders; to
sabotage any attempt to bring about
normalcy in this part of the world,”
he said.

During the day, Clinton and daugh-
ter Chelsea placed a white chrysan-
themum wreath and scattered red
rose petals at the memoria] to pac-
ifist Mohandas Gandhi, the father of
Indian independence.

Clinton, Vajpayee condemn Kashmir killings



Federal judge refuses to block
Elian’s return to Cuban father

Reno lauds ruling; relatives to appeal

By Tom Carter

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A federa] judge yesterday re-
fused to block efforts to return 6-
year-old Elian Gonzalez to Cuba,
saying the US. attorney general
has the sole authority to decide
asylum and immigration matters.

Ina 50-page ruling, US. District
Judge K. Michael Moore dis-
missed a lawsuit filed by Elian’s
great-uncle, Lazaro Gonzalez, who
wants to keep the boy in the United
States. The father, Juan Miguel
Gonzalez, a tourism worker from
Cardenas, Cuba, has insisted the
child be returned to his homeland.

“Determination to grant asylum
is a matter within the discretion of
the attorney general,” wrote Judge
Moore, who was appointed by
President Bush in 1992. The ruling
came 12 days after he held a hear-
ing on the case.

Cuban exiles in Miami ex-
pressed anger at the ruling, saying
US. officials were bowing to
threats from Cuban President
Fidel Castro.

" *“This we see once again as a hu-
man sacrifice to the Clinton ad-
ministration’s policy toward Cas-
tro,” said Jose Basulto, leader of
the Miami-based Brothers to the
Rescue exile group.

He said the communist leader
had blackmailed the United States
by threatening 1o unleash a ref-

| ugee exodus.

Attorneys for the family said
they would appeal the ruling, fo-
cusing on a provision of US. asy-
lum law that says any alien has a
right to apply for asylum.

Justice Department spokeswo-
man Carole Florman said officials
would “begin an orderly process to
reunite Elian and his father”

She refused 1o say whether the
department had a target date for
returning the boy. But Justice De.
partment officials have made clear
that they want to avoid any steps
that would traumatize the child or
provoke a confrontation with Mi-
ami’s large Cuban exile commu-
nity.

Elian, who has been in the
United Siates for four months, was

in school yesterday.

Attorney General Janet Reno
praised Judge Moore's ruling, say-
ing the Justice Department was
“pleased that the court has sus-
tained our judgment that Elian
should be reunited with his father”

It is “time for this little boy, who
has been through so very much, to
move on with life at hjs father’s
side,” she said.

Miss Reno said she understood
“the very strong emotions that
have surrounded this case from
the very beginning, but I have ev-
ery confidence that the commu-
nity will accept the court’s decision
and will support the process that
reunites Elian with his father”

Spencer Eig, Lazaro Gonzalez’s
attorney, complained that the rul-
ing was based on legal technicali-
ties rather than the merits of the
request for asylum.

“Elian has not had
court,” said Mr. Eig. “But today’'s
ruling gives us some hope that
after we complete the entire legal
process including appeals and re-
considerations, he Jjust may"

Mr. Eig said he intends to pre-
sent new information to the judge
about why a 6-year-old boy should
be allowed to apply for asylum. If
that failed, he sajd he would take
the case to the 11th Circuit Court
of Appeals in Atlanta,

lian was piucked from the
ocean on Nov. 25, afier his mother,
stepfather and eight others
drowned when their boat capsized
during an attempted crossing to
Florida. He has became the sub-
Jjectof atug-of-war between Miami
Cubans, who consider the boy a
symbol of freedom from Castro's
rule, and Castro loyalists, who see
him as symbol in their struggle
against the United States.

In Havana, the Cuban govern-
ment cautiously welcomed yester-
day's ruling.

“We must analyze with serenity
and calm the apparently positive
news, without underesu'mau’ng the
obstacles and duTiculues we stil]
need to overcome” a government
statement said.

The statement added that the
"encouragmg aspects” of the de-

his day in

" send Elian back to

¥ X% ol T
Photo by Astng Riechen/The Washington Tunes
The federal judge ruled that the
decision on Elian Gonzalez is up
to Attorney General Janet Reno.

cision “should not make us fall into
false optimism or excessive illu-
sions.”

. Ordinary Cubans reacted with
Joy. L
“That’s magnificent news,” food
delivery worker Toni Drei said in
Havana after being told of the M;.
ami court's ruling by a foreign re-
porter. “Now we want Elian back
in Cuba”

Republican lawmakers in Wash.
ington said they were saddened by
the decision.

“l am disappointed in the fed-
eral court’s decision and the at-
torney general’s Judgment in de-
nying a political asylum hearing to
a boy who survived the seas in an
escape of an oppressive regime,”
said Florida Sen. Connje Mack.

Likely Republican presidential
nominee George W. Bush issued a
written statement saying it would
not be clear what Elian’s father
really wanted until he was allowed
to come to the United States and
express his will freely.

"1 urge Attorney General Janet

€no to reconsider her plans to
Cuba, back to
the place his mother died trying 1o
€scape,” Mr. Bush said.
® This story 15 basedinparton wire
service reports.

The Washington Timces
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Ruling -
bolsters
tobacco -
industry

By Julie Hyman

THE WASHINGTON TIMES ' R

»

The tobacco industry avoided
what had the potential to be its
most serious threat yet when the
Supreme Court ruled yesterday
that the federal government could
not regulate tobacco as a drug,
sending cigarette makers’ stocks
soaring immediately after the an
nouncement. C

But tobacco companies’ stock
prices settled back down in the
afternonn, amid still-present fears
that the industry will be hurt by an
individual lawsuit in California
and a class-action suit in Florida.,

Analvsts said if the Supreme
Court had allowed the Food and
Drug Administration to regulate
tobacco, the agency could have re-
duced cr even banned nicotine in
cigarettes, crippling the industry
The court decided, 5-4, that the
FDA does not have oversight over
tobacco. o
* *“It was the more dangerous of
the operative issues surrounding
the tobacco industry” said Roy
Burry, a tobacco analyst with
Brown Brothers Harriman in New
York. .

He czlled the FDA's attempt to
regulate tobacco products — ini-
tially made in 1996 — a “backdoor
way the Clinton administration
was trying to ban cigarettes.” . |

Mr. Burry said the tobacco com-
panies’ $206 billion settlement
made with 46 states in 1998 did not
harm the industry, because mak-
ers just charged more for their
products. .

Ann Gurkin, an analyst with
Davenport & Co. in Richmond,
said the Supreme Court’s pending
ruling had been hanging over the
tobacco companies — but the de-
cision wasn't a surprise. b

“You riever know [for sure] until
the court rules,” she said. PN

*“The market is now focusing-on
the Florida class-action suit”’ Mr.
Burry said. A jury is expected to
decide on a multibillion-dollar
punitive damage “package in the
next few weexs, after it found in
July that the nation’s five largest
tobacco companies make a deadly
and defective product. .

That suit — and a California ju-

ry's decision Monday to award $1.7
million to a woman with lung can-
cer she attributed to smoking —
sent tobacco stocks back down yes-
terday after their early rise.
Philip Morris Cos. Inc. shares
were the most actively traded yes-
terday, reaching a high of $22.13
and a low of $19 on the New York
Stock Exchange. The stock closed
at $20.31, up 38 cents. R.J. Reyn-
olds Tobacco Co., the second-
largest tobacco company, saw its
stock bounce from a low of $15.94
to $17.75 before coming to rest at
$17.06 at the NYSE's close — up 56

. cents on the day.

“The concern in the market-
place right now is that the industry
will be forced to post some kind of
bond in the hundreds of billions of
dollars” in punitive damages in the
Florida suit, said Bonnie Herzog, a
tobacco analyst with Credit Suisse
First Boston.

She said that poses a bigger
threat than regulation by the FDA.

Tobacco company spokesmen
said their businesses are willing to
talk with Congress or federal agen-
cies about regulation.

*“Qur position was not about op-
posing regulation. It was about op-
posing inappropriate regulation
that could have led to prohibition,”
said Brendan McCormick, spokes-
r‘r’mxl: for Philip Morris USA of New

ork.

In 1996, the FDA said it had the
authority to regulate tobacco sales
under the Food, Drug and Cos-
metic Act of 1938.

Yesterday's ruling will not sub-
stantively change the way tobacco
companies do business, though the
FDA has begun to institute reg-
ulations regarding sales and mar-
keting of cigarettes to children.
That's because under the state set-
tiements with the companies, the
tobacco industry agreed to restrict
its marketing campaigns, espe-
cially those targeted at children.
The FDA rules, which are now
moot, did not go much beyond
those imposed by states, said
Tommy Payne, an R.J. Reynolds
spokesman.

Che Washington Cunes
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Judge Backs Elian's Return to Cuba and His Father
D

By RICK BRAGG h

MIAML, March 21 — The effort by the Miami relatives of

6-year-old Eli4n G;onzzilez to prevent his return to his father in

Cuba was dealt a setback today when a federal judge dismissed a

lawsuit requesting la political asylum hearing for the boy,

concluding that a l'ong. bitter legal battle was not in Elidn's best

Interest. |

Judge K. Michael Moore of United States District Court here ruled
today that only Attorney General Janet Reno could grant Elidn
asylum. In Washin:gton today, Ms. Reno said that she would not
grant the child asylum and that he should be returned promptly to
his father, Juan Miguel Gonzélez, in Cuba.

"We're gc!)ing to do everything that should be done after
proper consultation to insure that the child is reunited with his
father in an orderl'y. fair and prompt way,” Ms. Reno said at a news

conference today. "It is time for this little boy to move on with life
at his father's side/"

Lawyers for the b(’)y's Miami relatives said late today that they had

already filed an aplpeal with the United States Court of Appeals for
the 11th Circuit. They also requested that the court delay the boy's

return pending the!outcome of any appeal.

The boy was found floating off the Florida coast on Thanksgiving,
the sole survivor of an effort to reach the United States in which his
mother perished.

\

Lawyers for Elién'ls Miami relatives refused to acknowledge defeat

today. "We are confident," said Kendall Coffey, a lawyer for the
family. }

But experts on child custody and immigration who have followed
this international custody battle said the lawyers were just trying to
put a brave face on what appeared to be a sound defeat.

|
Michael Ray, an imnﬂgration lawyer in Miami, said the 11th
Circuit, in Atlanta; is much more likely than other courts to uphold
the government's ﬁosition in a case like Elidn's. "They've got a
tough row to hoe.” Mr. Ray of the lawyers for the Miami relatives.
“The 11th Circuit is not the most liberal when it comes to ruling
against the government.”

“This is u'emﬁnal." said David Abraham, a professor of
immugration law at the University of Miami. He said the ruling cut
through a sideshow of international politics that had obfuscated
what should have ?een a simple custody case.

Judge Moore, whq did not rule from the bench but posted his
decision on the Internet, affirmed the government's assertion that
Elian’s father. not Elidn himself. must speak for the child's legal
rights. !

A 6-year-old is 100 young to understand the legal questions
1n such a case, the! Judge said. While he concluded that the relatives’
lawsuit was well intended. he wrote. "Each passing day is another
day lost between Jluan Gonzilez and his son.”

|
Meanwhile. the appeal filed by lawyers for Elian's Miami relatives
argues that immigration laws do not exclude children from asking
for asylum. !

If they have 10. they will wake Elian’s case to the Supreme Court, the
lawyers said. ‘

“Elidn has not yet ‘lhad his day in count.” said Spencer Eig. one of
cight lawyers representing Lazaro Gonzélez, the boy's great uncle
and temporary guardian.

Mr. Eig and other lawyers said they were still hopeful that
Elidn could somehow win an asylum hearing. saving that
immigration laws :::llow any "alien” to apply for asvlum. even
children. "Any alien means Elian.” Mr. Coffey said

But 10 exclude the father as the boy's legal representative. the judge
ruled. would have required proof that he abused the child There

l
l

was no such proof, the judge ruled.

The boy's father, who had said he did not trust "corrupt” American
courts, could not be reached for comment, but the Cuban
government issued a cautious statement: “We must analyze with
serenity and calm the apparently positive news, without
underestimating the obstacles and difficulties still necessary to
overcome in order to achieve the kidnapped boy's return to Cuba.”
In Miami, where about 40 people demonstrated peacefully outside
Lazaro Gonzélez's house in Little Havana, it was a momentous but
oddly quiet day in an emotional saga.

At a news conference outside the federal courthouse in downtown
Miami, Marisleysis Gonzalez, Elidn's cousin, said: "I'm
overwhelmed.

I have faith, and I will keep my faith."

Fishermen found Elidn floating on an inner tube off the coast of
Fort Lauderdale after his mother, Elizabet Brotons, and 10 others
were killed when their boat capsized. Elidn quickly became a
symbol of freedom in Miami's Cuban-American community and the
prize in a tug of war between Fidel Castro, the Cuban president,
and anti-Castro groups here.

The boy's face began appearing on T-shirts and posters in the
United States and on billboards in Cuba. People marched on both
sides of the Florida Straits, while in the United States politicians
took sides and held news conferences.

In January, in a decision approved by Ms. Reno and endorsed by
President Clinton, the Immigration and Naturalization Service
ordered that Elidn be returned 1o his father, even though Mr.
Gonzélez had refused to travel to Miami to ask for his son's return
in court. Elidn's relatives here countered with the lawsuit
demanding an asylum hearing as Cuban-Americans marched
through the streets, clogging traffic and shouting their displeasure.

But today, even though the news was perhaps even worse for them,
Cuban-American leaders said they planned no demonstrations and
would await the final legal outcome. ‘

"We respect the judge's decision,” said Luis Felipe Rojas, press
secretary for Movimiento Democracia, which had organized
previous demonstrations. Mr. Rojas said those demonstrations had
been organized to demand that Elidn's case be heard by the courts.

Many Miamians, including some Cuban-Americans, said the
January demonstrations damaged the sophisticated, ‘cosmopolitan
image to which Miami aspired.

And business owners worried that television images of the
demonstrations -- including one in which a frustrated motorist
drove his car through a line of hand-holding protesters -- could
damage the city's tourist trade.

In what could only be described as a strange distraction today. a
rooster crowed from a tree outside the federal courthouse in
downtown Miami as reporters, photographers and television news
crews gathered for the noon news conference.

In Miamu. it is not unusual for relatives of people on trial to
sacrifice a chicken or other animal outside the courthouses in a
Santeria or other religious ceremony. for luck. The rooster, some
people here said. may have somehow escaped such a sacrifice.

Nearby. a handful of disappointed Cuban-Americans said the Jjudge
had erred.

"They have no respect for Elidn's rights,” said Jorge Gonzalez, who
pitched a tent outside the Miami-Dade County Courthouse in
January and went on a hunger strike with two other men to protest
the immigration service's decision to send Eliin home.

Only in Miami, said Mr. Abraham. would such a simple case
become so murky and yet so spectacular.

Judge Moore's ruling. Mr. Abraham said. "brings us back to the

core of the case -- that a 6-vear-old is spoken for by the surviving
parent. unless that parent 1s incompetent.”

END
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Giuliani Asserts Mrs. Clinton Projects Her View on
Shooting

By ELISABETHEUMIILER and ADAM NAGOURNEY
Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani said yesterday that Hillary Rodham
Clinton, who has accused the mayor of racially polarizing New
York City, was projecting her own feelings onto him. The mayor’s
assertian came as the police shooting death of Patrick Dorismond
reverberated through City Hall and the State Legislature and into
the United States Senate campaign.

"There’s a process called projection in psychology," Mr.
Giuliani said at a City Hall news briefing. "It means accusing
someone of what youYe doing. That is precisely what Mrs. Clinton
is doing."

The mayor said that Mrs. Clinton’s remarks criticizing him
at the Bethel A.M.E. Church in Harlem on Monday night were
“tantamount to a speech at a political convention” and that she was
“reading from a script provided by Al Sharpton.”

He added that he felt no responsibility to reach out to the
black community because "the three officers were Hispanic" and
“there’s no indication that this had anything to do with race.”

The mayor also angrily stepped up his attacks on Mr.
Dorismond, the man killed during an altercation with the police on
Thursday night, by further suggesting that Mr. Dorismond’s
previous behavior -- including a fight with his girlfriend this month
— may have been a factor in his death.

"How he died is ultimately the thing that matters,” said Mr.

Giuliani, who is running against Mrs. Clinton for the Senate and at
umes sounded like the prosecutor he once was. "Was he the cause
of it, or was the police officer the cause of it? Did he lunge at the
police officer? Did he start the altercation? Did he act in the way in
which he acted on three or four other occasions? Was he acting
similar to the way he acted on March 7, when he punched his
girlfriend in the face, even though she had his 1-year-old in her
arms?" ‘

At one point in his news conference, Mr. Giuliani held up
for the cameras the police complaint that Mr. Dorismond’s
girlfniend. Karen Sturkey. had filed against him on March 8. Ms.
Sturkey contended that Mr. Dorismond had struck her head and
cursed at her during an argument about their 1-year-old daughter,
Destiny. The city’s corporation counsel, Michael D. Hess, has said
the police took no action in the case, which was closed. Last week,
Ms. Sturkey. 22. said Mr. Dorismond "was a good father."

Mrs. Clinton responded yesterday to the mayor's remarks
with scorn, declaring after a town hall meeting on Long Island that
Mr. Giuliani had acted unethically in releasing Mr. Dorismond’s
Juvenile arrest record, an action that has enraged Democrats and the
Republican mayor’s critcs, who say the action was in fact illegal.

Mrs. Clinton also drew a distinction between her earlier
statement about the “murder” of Amadou Diallo. the unarmed black
man who was fatally shot by four undercover police officers last
year in the Bronx. and the mayor’s present behavior.

"1 made a misstaternent and I apologized.” Mrs. Clinton
said. "One of the differences between the mayor and me is that |
actually admit that I'm a human being who occastonally makes
mustakes.”

Mrs. Clinton said Mr. Giuliani's actions were “part of a pattern of
hunkening down. of getting angry. of lashing out, of dividing
people.”

"And to me.” she said. "it represents the kind of leadership style
that 1s not effective these days.”

The exchange came as both candidates declared that the Senate race
was not a factor in their very-high-profile statements over Mr.
Dorismond's death in the last five days. But aides tc both
candidates were privately measuring the political fallout.

Mrs. Clinton’s advisers said the incident underlined her continuing
attempt to portray Mr. Giuhiani as erratic. divisive and
temperamentally unsuited for a collegial body like the Senate.

The mayor’s poliical aides said they hoped that 1t would reinforce
Mr. Giuhani’s image as a strong law enforcer but acknowledged

that they could not control him and that his statements were not
something that they had advised him to make.

Mr. Dorismond’s death was also a focus yesterday in Albany, where
the Assembly speaker, Sheldon Silver. called the mayor’s actions
"egregious” and "reprehensible” at a news conference with 40 other
Assembly Democrats, most of them from New York City. Mr.
Silver said that the mayor had violated state law by authorizing the
release of Mr. Dorismond’s juvenile record and that two Assembly
committees, judiciary and codes, would begin an investigation into
the matter.

Mr. Giuliani said at his news conference that releasing the court
records was legal because Mr. Dorismond is dead. "Privacy
interests and rights expire with you," he said, a statement that was
supported later in the day at a hastily called news conference in a
comdor of City Hall by Mr. Hess, Deputy Mayor Joseph J. Lhota;
the first deputy police commissioner, Patrick E. Kelleher, and
Steven M. Fishner, the mayor's criminal justice coordinator.

But Stephen Gillers, a law professor at New York Universitys Law
School, called the statements of Mr. Giuliani and his aides
"ridiculous” and said the Family Court Act, passed by the State
Lepislature in 1982, stated clearly that only a judge could decide 1t
Juvenile court records might be released. "It passed the law with no
exception and the mayor has no power to create one for his own
purposes,” Mr. Gillers said.

Mr. Giuliani’s aides held the news conference in response to Mr.
Silver, who they said was acting to further the political interests of
Mrs. Clinton.

Mr. Lhota, who is Mr. Giuliani’s second in command and oversees
the day-to-day operations of the city, rarely speaks out about
politics, but yesterday he said Mr. Silver "wants to be the
marionette of someone like the Rev. Al Sharpton.”

By this time, Mr. Giuliani had left City Hall for a fund-raiser in
Rhode Island for his Senate campaign.

Although the mayor’s political opponents have furiously
condemned him for what they say 1s his demonization of Mr.
Dorismond, their voices seemed only to intensify his language
yesterday.

At his news conference, Mr. Giuliani also assailed reporters for
what he said was their "knee-jerk” predilection to blame the police
and highlight the disciplinary record of Anthony Vasquez, the
plainclothes detective who shot-Mr. Dorismond.

The mayor said he was releasing the juvenile record of Mr.
Dorismond to balance the other side. "Your capacity for creating a
false picture is pretty impressive,” Mr. Giuliani said. "And it is the
responsibility of the mayor to try and give balance to that, and you
resent the fact that I try to give balance to it."

Picking up the psychological theme that he had used with Mrs.
Clinton, Mr. Giuliani said the press could not face the facts about
Mr. Donsmond. "People rarely accept the things that are going on
in their unconscious.” he said. "You're not going to accept the fact
that you block dealing with these facts.”

In police shootings. Mr. Giuliani said. reporters leave out a
substantial part of the story.

“Then people get very surprised. six months later, or a year later,
when police officers get acquitted.” Mr. Giuliani said. “They
become very. very shocked: Oh my goodness' We didnY know
about this fact! We didnY know about that fact! We didnY know
about some other facts.””

Mr. Giuliani’s added that Mr. Donismond's arrest history was

relevant to the shooting. “That Mr. Dorismond spent a good deal of
his adult lite punching people 1s a tact.” the mavor said.

END
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The Race to Staff Summer Schools

Mayor Rudolph éiuliani and Harold Levy, the interim New York
City schools chan:cellor, have not formally met to discuss policy in
the two months Mr. Levy has been on the job, This may be due to
the fact that Mr. Levy was appointed over Mr. Giuliani's objections,
even though the chancellor seems to be the diligent manager the
mayor said he ncé,ded. In any case, the chill between the two men
has to end soon, if for no other reason than that plans for summer
school for about 300,000 city schoolchildren are far behind
schedule, and between the two of them they must find 17,000
teachers in short order if they wish to avert what could be an
educational disaster.

|
The frostiness between the two emerged last week over Mr. Levy's
proposal to give %xtra pay to certified teachers with a year's
experience who signed up for jobs in the worst school districts. In
addition, teachers in schools that showed some general
improvements on|test scores would get free airline tickets. The cash
part of the plan is an extension of a policy that provides bonuses to
the faculties of hard-to-staff schools during the regular school year.
But City Hall objfectcd at the last minute. The mayor said he
preferred cash bonuses only and a formula that relied on
performance comlparisons among individual teachers. He has now
unveiled his ownlplan. which calls for a multi-tiered bonus system,
with higher bonuses for teachers who meet centain educational

targets. |

There is a shortage of qualified teachers. They will need a cash
inducement to chaiange their summer plans, and both plans offer
such an incentive. But the mayor's plan is needlessly complex. It
would involve pu:ning into place a system of assessment that judges
one teacher’s performance against another based on a four-week
summer session. The chancellor’s plan uses a more traditional
statistical compax?son between one school and another. But what is
important now is that the two sides quickly reconcile their
differences so that the summer school effort does not fail.

END
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Reuniting a Father and Son

In dismissing a lawsuit by relatives of Elidn Gonzalez who sought
political asylum for the 6-year-old Cuban boy, Federal District
Judge K. Michael Moore has essentially upheld the decision of
Attorney General Janet Reno and the Immigration and
Naturalization Service that the boy should be repatriated to Cuba to
rejoin his father. Judge Moore's ruling should be read as affirming
IN.S. Commissioner Doris Meissner’s declaration in January that
Eli4n is too young to make legal decisions for himself and that his
father has the sole legal authority to speak for him in immigration
matters.

In seeking political asylum for Elidn, his Miami relatives are asking
the government to make a judgment about the best interests of a
child that contradicts the expressed wish of his only surviving
parent. A powerful tradition in American law has repeatedly
asserted that parents, not the state, know what is in the best interests

-of a child. '

Under United States law, the only basis for removing a child from
his or her parents is demonstrated abuse, negiect or abandonment
by a parent. To date no one has produced any evidence to suggest
that Elidn's divorced father, Juan Miguel Gonzilez, is anything but
a devoted father. LN.S. officials interviewed Mr. Gonzilez at
length in Havana last December and were satisfied that he had
maintained a close and involved relationship with his son.

It is now nearly four months since Elian was rescued at sea from
the incident that killed his mother and several others. His Miami
relatives have indicated they plan to appeal Judge Moore's decision.
That is their right. But each passing day further postpones a
long-overdue reunion between a father and his son. In light of the
clearly articulated views of the attorney general and the
Immigration Service that Elidn should return home to Cuba. his
relatives in Miami ought to prepare to comply with the law and let
him go.

END
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Setback on Smoking

Yesterday's Supreme Court ruling that the Food and Drug
Administration has no authority to regulate tobacco will
unquestionably stagger the administration's drive to halt the spread
of nicotine addiction among young people. But it must not be
allowed to end the nation’s efforts to curb the leading cause of
preventable death in the United States. Instead the court decision
throws the burden back to Congress, where meaningful legislation
to control tobacco use has been thwarted for years by the powerful

tobacco lobby acting through legislators addicted to its campaign
contributions.

The Supreme Court decided the issue by a narrow, 5-to-4 vote
based on contrary readings of what authority had been granted to
the F.D.A. by Congress. The majority opinion, written by Justice
Sandra Day OConnor and joined by the court’s most conservative
members, held that Congress had "clearly precluded” the F.D.A.
from asserting jurisdiction over tobacco products. Congress did so,
the majority concluded. by rejecting bills over the years that would
have granted such jurisdiction and by instead enacting its own
separate legislation dealing with tobacco and health. At the same
time, the majority noted. the F.D.A. until a few years ago had
consistently said it lacked the authority to regulate 1obacco, and its
governing statute does not seem to fit the case of tobacca.

The minority opinion. written by Justice Stephen Breyer and joined
by the court’s more liberal members. argued more convincingly, in
our opinion. that recent evidence pried from tobacco company files
brought tobacco products squarely within the literal definition of
drugs and devices that the agency can regulate. The evidence
showed that the companies clearly "intended" their cigarettes to
deliver nicotine in doses that would "affect” the bodly. a proposition
that had been difficult to prove before. That is one reason the
F.D.A. moved to regulate the products in 1995-96.

This disappointing decision is best read as a rejection of expansive
regulation rather than a repudiation of the anti-tobacco drive.
Indeed, Justice O'Connor wrote that the F.D.A. "has amply
demonstrated that tobacco use, particularly among children and
adolescents, poses perhaps the single most significant threat to
public health in the United States."

Yesterday's setback at the Supreme Court makes it all the more
imperative that Congress rein in an industry whose products kill
more than 400.000 Americans each year. Congress could do so
either by granting the F.D.A. the powers it needs to regulate
tobacco products, the approach that seems most prornising, or by
passing strong separate legislation of its own. This 1; an issue that
deserves a high profile in the fall election campaigns, right beside
the campaign finance reform that is desperately neecled to break the
chokehold of special interests like the tobacco lobby.

END
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False Missile Deadline

With important technical problems still unresolved, the Pentagon
has now postponed the next, crucial test of America’s projected
missile defense system for nearly two months, until late June. With
time needed to analyze the results, that means President Clinton
will be in no position to make an informed decision about whether
to build the system before this fall at the earliest. The issue is too
important to be decided in the heat of a presidential campaign and
should be deferred until Mr. Clinton’s successor takes office.

The administration is considering building a limited system of
radars and interceptor rockets based in Alaska and aimed at
countering future missile threats from North Korea, Iraq and Iran.
Constructing such a system, which would require modifying or
abandoning the 1972 Antiballistic Missile Treaty with Russia,
could have weighty consequences for America’s security and
relations with other nuclear powers. Any decision to proceed
should be based on a thorough testing program and careful
diplomacy.

Even before the new testing delay, leading Republicans and
Democrats were urging Mr. Clinton not to rush a decision. The
inial summer deadline was set last year under strong Republican
pressure for quick action. But the politics of the issue have
changed. Senator Joseph Biden, senior Democrat on the Foreign
Relations Committee, recently joined Republicans like Senator
Chuck Hagel and former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger in
urging that the decision be left to the next president. Gov. George
W. Bush declared last December that he would not object to such a
delay.

Moscow has so far responded coldly to American proposals for
amending the ABM treaty to permit a limited defensive missile
system. But bargaining may be possible after Sunday’s Russian
presidential elections. Washington needs to leave sufficient time for
negotiating possible revisions, which would have 1o be ratified by
Congress and Russia’s Parliament. Building a missile defense
against North Korea at the cost of a new nuclear arms race with
Russia would make little sense. ) -

There are also sound scientific reasons for delay. The main
prototype system for intercepting enemy warheads failed one test
and only partially passed another. That second test revealed
problems affecting the interceptor’s vital heat-sensing system,
leading to the latest postponement. Missile threats from North
Korea, and possibly Iran and Iraq. will need to be taken seriously
during the next decade. But before Washington decides to build a
system. it must be certain the weapon works. Mr. Clinton is not
likely to know that during the remaining months of his presidency.

END
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Arafat has said that unless there is a treaty by September,
will issue a unilateral declaration of statehood. That could touch
«f a major crisis, because Israelis have said they would not accept
such a move. Israel, Syria and the Palestinians agree that the U.S.
president must be a party to any final agreement. Although any U.S.
president would do, all sides agree that it will take Clinton’s
successor a while to get up to speed.
“Itis absolutely essential that it be done on Clinton’s
watch, because a new president would have his hands full with
other priorities,” said Geoffrey Kemp, a former White House expert

on the Middle East.
|

|
McCain Returns to Senate, Receives Senator Treatment
By Janet Hook :
Los Angeles Times
WASHINGTON John McCain returned to the Senate .
floor Tuesday to g’ive his first post-campaign speech, and his

colleagues treated ‘him like any other senator: No one showed up to
listen.

But eve:rywhere else, the Arizona senator whose
presidential campaign transformed him into a national political
figure was treatedllike a rock star.

The corridor outside his congressional office was thick
with curious tourists, adoring aides and reporters. Inside the office,
television camera crews Jockeyed for position as McCain’s tiny
band of Senate supporters *‘The Four Horsemen,” they call
themselves

arrived for a moming meeting.

**Oh my goodness!" exclaimed Sen. Fred Thompson, R-
Tenn., squinting into the glare of TV lights. “*What if we'd won'”

Almost: two weeks since he conceded the Republican
presidential nomination to George W. Bush, McCain has returned
1o make the tough ilransiu'on from national celebrity to workaday
life on Capitol Hil].

“‘I'd much rather be on the Straight Talk Express,”
McCain acknowlc:dged with a grin.

Although he had already spent a quiet day in his Senate
office the day before, McCain staged his formal re-entry to Senate
life Tuesday with a schedule packed with media events, GOP
bonding and polic'y pronouncements.

McCain put out word to the media that he would be
making his first speech on the Senate floor around 11:30 a.m. But
typical McCain: He did not tell his colleagues.

He saiq he wanted to re-emerge without fanfare, his first
remarks to be likejany other Senate speech (which usually are given
1o an empty chamber). So when McCain strode onto the Senate
floor, the only person there was Sen. Barbara Boxer, D-Calif.. who
was talking about Igun control. She interrupted her speech to
welcome McCain wiback then left him alone in the chamber.

Although McCain. in his concession speech to Bush, had
promised to carry his reform agenda from the campaign trail back
into the Senate, his maiden speech had a different focus: the
continuing crisis in Kosovo. But he did close with some words
about his cause ce'lebre.

"I intend to do what I can. working with my
congressional collleagues. Republicans and Democrats. to help
bring about the changes to the pracuces and institutions of our
democracy that they want and deserve,” he said.

McCain’s real welcome-back reception came at the
Senate GOP's wcgkly lunch. His anticipated arrival created such a
hubbub that the Capitol Police struggled to keep the crowds in
cordoned-off area$ so senators could get through the halls.

"I've got some straight talk,” one cop snapped. **Gel
behind the ropes!]

Bc:hindI closed doors, Senate Majority Leader Trent Lot.
R-Miss., welcomed McCain back to the club, and his colleagues
rose for a standing ovation. senators at the meeling said.

McCai:n later returned to the Senate floor 1o join debate
on an issue he long has championed: A bill 10 allow Social Security
recipients 1o work for pay without losing benefits. Not surprisingly,
his remarks touched upon many of the planks of his presidential
plattorm. '

|
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Federal Judge S;n_vs 6-Year-Old Gonzalez Should Return to
Cuba

By Mike Clary
Los Angeles Times

MIAMI Dismissing a *‘well intended” plea that Elian
Gonzalez be granted an asylum hearing, a federal judge on Tuesday
agreed with immigration officials who have ruled that the 6-year-
old boy should be returned to his father in Cuba.

In a 50-page order, U.S. District Judge K. Michael
Moore said that although he sympathized with the boy’s Miami
relatives, who have been battling to keep him here, he could find no
legal basis to countermand a January decision by the U.S.
Immigration and Naturalization Service.

That decision, affirmed by Attorney General Janet Reno
and supported by President Clinton, found that only the boy's father
in Cuba could speak for the child. And Juan Miguel Gonzalez says
he wants the boy to come home.

In Washington, Reno lauded the ruling, saying, *‘It is
time for this little boy. who has been through so very much, 1o get
on with his life at his father’s side.”

Reno added that she hoped the reunification would tuhe
place in **an orderly, fair and prompt way.” She did not indicate.
however, that the government would do anything to repatriate the
child before his Miami relatives have a chance to further appeal the
decision.

In siding with the government’s position, Moore wrole.
**In the final analysis, a well-intended lawsuit filed on behalf of and
for the benefit of Elian Gonzalez ran headiong into an equally well-
intended attorney general, sworn to uphold the letter and spirit of
the immigration law ... "

' Expressing disappointment, attorneys representing the
Miami relatives of Elian said they would likely appeal the ruling. At
the same time the lawyers put a positive spin on what one called
“‘two-thirds of the ruling,” in which Moore in effect agreed that the
court had jurisdiction over the case and that the Miami family had
standing to bring a lawsuit.

“Elian has not had his day in court,” said attorney
Spencer Eig. *‘But todays ruling gives us some hope that after the
entire process, including appeals, he just may.”

The Justice Department has faced increasing criticism
for failing to move more swiftly to enforce the INS’ decision to
return Elian to Cuba, rather than allowing the matter to linger in the
courts. With the boy’s Florida relatives now preparing to appeal
Tuesday's decision, Reno declined to speculate on how the legal
battle may play out.

Moore issued his ruling 12 days after hearing arguments
from the Miami relatives’ lawyers that Elian had a night to apply for
political asylum, even as a 6-year-old. The government countered
by saying that only his father could make such an application, and
asked that the lawsuit be dismissed.

In backing the INS decision, Moore said that **when
dealing with a child this young, the immigration law, like other
areas of the law. looks to the wishes of the surviving parent.”

The judge also echoed a wish voiced earlier by Reno that
Elian’s relatives, both here and in Cuba. settle the custody dispute
among themselves. But that seems unlikely., as the split between the
two factions has grown bitter.

Elian has been at the center of an intemational custody
dispute since Nov. 25, when he was found adrift at sea in an inner
tube. His mother and 10 others drowned in an attempt to enter the
U.S. illegally aboard a small boat. The day after his rescue he was
put into the temporary custody of his great uncle Lazaro Gonzalez.

“"Al age six, Elian's recorded past is a profile of survival
and courage in the face of adversity and the loss of his mother at
sea.” Moore wrote, adding: **Even this well intended litigation has
the capacity to bring about unintended harm.

“In light of the Attorney General's clearly articulated
views on the matter of whether Elian Gonzalez should return home,
as weli as the reality that each passing day is another day lost
between Juan Gonzalez and his son. the court can only hope that
those on each side of this ligation place the interests of Elian
Gonzalez above all others.”

In Cuba. President Fidel Castro has made the boy's
return a national cause, the focus of marches and rallies . In
response to Moore’s ruling. the Cuban povernment issued a
statement. cautioning against *‘false optimism or excessive
illusions™ about what might happen neat.

“*We must analvze with serenity and calm the apparently
positive news. without underestimating the obstacles and
difficulues we still need to overcome in order to achieve the



kidnapped boys return to Cuba,” the statement read.

In Miami, feelings among many exiles that the child
should remain here are equally fervent. Some in the Cuban
community contend that life in Cuba is so bleak and oppressive that
Elian’s father should renounce his claim to the child.

Police Sharpshooters Kill Hostage Holder
By Stephen Braun -
Los Angeles Times

DUNDALK, Md. A mercurial killer with a child’s name
who kept an entire urban police at bay was fatally shot Tuesday
night by tactical officers east of Baltimore after two hostages
slipped out from the row house where he had fallen asleep in the
evening hours of a five-day siege.

Joseph **Joby™ Palczynski, 31, was pronounced dead at
the scene after he was shot by Baltimore County police
sharpshooters who burst into the barricaded apartment through a .
downstairs window. Palczynski, who had been asleep on a couch in
a family room, bolted up to defend himself but was fatally wounded
before he could return fire, police said. A third hostage, a 12-year-
old boy who had been asleep on the kitchen floor, was rescued
unharmed, police said.

““Joseph Palczynski is dead,” intoned Baltimore County
police spokesman Bill Toohey. ‘‘He was shot by Baltimore County
tactics officers shortly after 11 p.m."

Palczynski, an emotionally troubled electrician accused
of four slayings since March 7, became a feared presznce in this
blue-collar community after he eluded police dunng a weeklong
manhunt through the dense backwoods marshlands east of
Baltimore. He surfaced in a violent flourish five days ago, taking
the mother of his girlfriend and two others hostage and holding off
scores of police until Tuesday night's brief fatal firefight.

The denouement to Palczynski's rampage through this
riverside town near Baltimore's industrialized shipping terminal
came quickly, police said. At 10:20 p.m., while an exihausted
Palczynski lay sleeping, Lynn Whitehead, the mother of his ex-
girlfriend, crawled out through an open window. Twenty minutes
later. Toohey said. the woman's husband, Andy McCord, also
slipped out and reached police.

At 11 p.m.. concerned about the safety of McCord's son,
Bradley who slept on inside the house, **police made a tactical
entry through the window,” Toohey said. **They broke through the
window, encountered Mr. Palczynski in the family room and shot
him.”

\

Hostage dramas like the one that ended in Palczynski's
death Tuesday often have their origins in the messy sort of domestic
flare-ups that squall in a broken home. But the siege in Dundalk
was preceded by a murderous. tangled affair four killings and a
manhunt that led through dense woods and storm drains, stretching
from Baltimore to Virginia. then back that police insist is ample
Jusufication for the agonizing duration of their wait.

“*Let’s not lose sight that this man killed four people,”
Toohey said. *‘He’s unpredictable, and he's violent.”

Dozens of neighbors in a 16-block area whose lives have
been disrupted by the standoff were not in a forgiving mood. Many
were furious at police for failing to protect the hostages from
obvious threats. They were equally incredulous at public safety
officials’ failure to keep Palczynski, an electncian with a long
history of mental illness and institutionalization, off the streets.

**It boggles the mind that a boy this sick 1s able to move
around at will with hundreds of police looking for him.” said
Monica Roppel. 55, who lives not far from Bird River. in the
tangled marshlands where Palczynski reportedly sought refuge for a
week before the hostage drama began.

On Tuesday. as a frigid rain swept down. Roppel
watched from the medical supply store where she works while
police cruisers filed up the winding streets leading to the row house
where Palczynski and his hostages waited. Since police: cordoned
off the streets she has had nothing to do but stare at desented
houses.

“"All we get are cops. reponters and sightseers.” she
sighed. In re cent days. when the sun was out. 1t **looked like u
carmival.” she said. Retirees with video cameras poked through bach
streets. Residents ran the gantiet of police lines. desperaic for

groceries and a few minutes of freedom. The rain kept ihe
sightseers away Tuesday. but I sull donY have no business. hon.”
she lamented.

A few blocks away, Robert and Michelie Haffler k.
watching from their windows and listening on two-way radios.
Some residents bought the devices last year in anticipation of
trouble associated with the new millennium. The radios have paid
off. Haffler and a dozen neighbors who stayed put during the
standoff used the devices to warn one another when they saw police
movements and heard gunshots. Haffler, a worker at a nearby spice
factory, threadedthrough the neighborhood at night, eluding police
to buy *‘smokes and milk" at stores outside what police call the
**kill zone.”

More than 60 Baltimore County officers were on
constant guard around the neighborhood, augmented by squads of
detectives and sharpshooters and by tactical units on loan from
Baltimore and the FBI. Despite their presence on nearly every
corner, *‘if you know where you're going,” Haffler said, laughing.
*‘you can get by these guys.”

But Haffler had another concern when he scurried out.
He lives just 100 yards from the apartment that confined
Palczynskiwell within range of the suspect’s guns. Three days ago.
Palczynski grew irritated when police aimed high-intensity lamps at
him. He shot out several of the lights. When an armored car drew
too close, the fugitive shot out its heavy rubber tires.

On Monday afternoon, the Hafflers heard another shot
this time inside the house. Toohey said earlier Tuesday that police
believed the shot wounded one of the hostages. But late Tuesdy
night Toohey indicated that all three hostages emerged unscathed
from their ordeal.

Not taking chances, police sent all three off for medical
evaluation.

Gates, Mexico’s Slim Launch Latin American Web Portal
By James F. Smith
Los Angeles Times

MEXICO CITY The world's richest man and Latin
America’s wealthiest entrepreneur combined their formidable
resources Tuesday to launch a Web portal targeting the exploding
Latin American market, where the number of Internet users is
expected to double within three years.

Microsoft Chairman Bill Gates and Mexico's Carlos
Slim Helu formally launched TIMSN, the Latin American version
of Microsoft’s MSN portal in the United States. The T1 portal for
Mexico http://www.timsn.com went online Tuesday, and versions
for other Latin American countries will debut later this year.

The launch of TIMSN raises the stakes in the battle for
the Internet market in Latin America. The new portal will compete
with more established regional players such as Yahoo en Espanol,
Terra Networks and Latin Web leader StarMedia. At least two more
formidable competitors. America Online Latin America and media
heavyweight Grupo Televisa, are planning to launch Internet
networks in Mexico this year.

Slim’s dominance of telecommunications in Mexico may
give TIMSN the clout that MSN lacks in the United States. where
1ts 2 million subscribers leave it a distant second to AOL’s 22
million subscribers.

Speaking with reporters in Mexico City through a video
link from a conference in Miami. Gates and Slim said that local
content providers in each Latin country would provide TIMSN
with entertainment, news, chats, free e-mail and other services in
Spanish.

The ponal gives Slim another key link in a high-tech
chain that embraces telephony. computer sales and Internet dial-up
service for Latin Americans and the U.S. Latino community.

Shm, esumated by Forbes Magazine to be worth $8
billion. controls Telefonos de Mexico. the privatized national phone
company known as Telmex. and has stakes in Prodigy. CompUSA
and other businesses. His family-run companies also control
retailers such as Sears’ Mexico operations and the Grupo Sanborns
chain, both well-placed to exploit online sales opportunities.

Gates and Slim declined to disclose investment figures
for the project. but industry estimates have pegged the new venture
at $100 million. Gerardo Villareal. the new president of TIMSN.
said a major edge for the new Microsofi-Telmex portal comes from
the S milhon Latin Amenican users of Hotmail. Microsott’s free c-
mail service. All of that traftic will be linked directly to T1. creating
4 huge instant market In addition. Villareal noted. all of Telmex-
Prodigyy I-million-plus subscribers in Mexico will be
automaucally switched over 1o T1.



scattered on rivers throughout India.

After a wreath was laid atop the memorial, Clinton and
his daughter Chelsea took a handful of rose petals from a basket .
and scattered them :on top of the memorial, a polished black slab of
granite inscribed with Gandhis last words, ‘‘Hey Ram,” Hindi for
*‘Oh God." |

Clinton ;and Vajpayee announced what the two leaders
called an ‘‘architecture” for a new dialogue between their countries

For example, the two heads of state will hold regular
summits, and their secretaries of state will meet annually.

. "'l think with President Clintons visit and our meeting
today, we have laid a firm foundation for the future,” Vajpayee
said. |

That foundation may be largely economic. A high
percentage of Silicon Valley startups are run by Indian-Americans,
and they have begun forging links with India’s own high-tech
industry.

*‘India zlmd America should be better friends and
stronger partners.” Clinton said. **We have neglected this
relationship for more than two decades. It is too important to ever
fall into disrepair again.”

Through the Cold War, Pakistan was America’s ally and
India was regarded= with unease, and Clinton’s trip is in essence
formalizing U.S. policy’s current tilt in the other direction.

After a leisurely week in India, Clinton will fly in and
out of Pakistan in one day, making the stop as fast and perfunctory
as U.S. officials can manage. Yet the new dialogue announced
Tuesday falls short|of the joint commissions the United States has
established wilh-su:ch new friends as Russia, Kazakhstan and
Ukraine, all with Vice President Al Gore as co-chairman.

That may be because Clinton could not commit the next
administration in this way. As the pomp and ceremony played out,
about 2,000 peoplel gathered a few miles away for a protest march,
despite an official ban on demonstrations in New Delhi this week.
Roughly 250 were arrested, most released within three hours.

The protesters, led by members of four left-wing Indian
parties, had intende:d to march toward the U.S. Information Service
building in the heart of the city. Their placards bore such slogans
as. **Clinton Go Ba}ck'and **Say No to Filthy Impenialist Culture.”

But the one issue that could truly impede U.S.-Indian
relations 1s nuclear weapons. Clinton very much wants India to halt
its nuclear program, while India insists it is necessary to protect
itself from Pakjslan[. Clinton and Vajpayee did not avoid the issue.

“*At a time when most nations, including the United
States and Russia, z:ue moving away from nuclear weapons, the
world needs India to lead in the same direction,” Clinton said.

' He urged India to sign the Comprehensive Test Ban
Treaty, though his Posilion was clearly weakened because the U.S.
Senate has itself not ratified the pact.

Vajpayee, for his part. said that *‘I've explained to
President Clinton the reasons that compel us to maintain a
minimum nuclear deterrent.”

Some lngian officials seemed to believe they had
outmaneuvered the United States on the issue, because Clinton is
proceeding with warmer relations even though the Indian position is
unchanged. When l:ndia conducted nuclear tests in 1998. the U.S.
postponed Clin(on‘sI trip and imposed economic sanctions.

But Clinton said he believes the two countries’ positions
are converging. India has promised 1o elimunate nuclear tests.

refrain from an arms race and avoid first use of a nuclear weapon.

“"These are contentious issues. but I'm actually quite
optimustic about ou} ability to make progress on them.” Clinton
said. *'] believe we|will wind up in a common position.”

The slaughter of the Sikhs in Kashmir added an
immediate. bloody note to the diplomatic dance.

Ever since largely Hindu India and Muslim Pakistan won
independence from!Britain in 1947, Kashmir a mostly Muslim

province of India hlas been disputed. Massacres are not infrequent
- in Kashmur. but Molnday's slaughter was unusually large, and few

believed the limjng|was a coincidence.

It was also the first mass killing of Sikhs. a distinct
religious group. |

Indian officials assened that the massacre was carried
out by two Pakisl;)n:i-backed groups. Eight 1o 15 uniformed gunmen
herded villagers out of their homes, survivors said. Then they
separated out the men and gunned them down, the Indian
government added.

Vajpayee portrayed the attack as part of the Jihad. or

|
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Islamic holy war, that Pakistan has declared in Kashmir. But
Pakistan vehemently denied involvement, complaining that the
event was being used by India for *‘anti-Pakistani propaganda”and
uncharacteristically calling for an independent inquiry.

Clinton, however, urged that the episode not be a
catalyst for more bloodshed. **The violence must end,” Clinton
said. *“This should be a time for restraint.”

Judge refuses to order political asylum hearing for Elian

Gonzalez
By Laurie Goering
Chicago Tribune

MIAMI A federal judge Tuesday refused to order a
political asylum hearing for Elian Gonzalez, removing one of the
last legal barriers to sending the 6-year-old boy home to Cuba.

In a 50-page ruling, U.S. District Judge Michael Moore
said that only Atty. Gen. Janet Reno has the discretion to grant
asylum and that her decision to deny a hearing for the shipwrecked
boy. in accord with his father Juan Miguel Gonzalez’s wishes. was
legally correct.

He characterized the asylum request by Elian’s Miam
relatives as ‘‘well-intended” but noted that *‘even well-intentioned
legislation has the capacity to bring about unintended harm™ and
urged both parties to now *‘place the interests of Elian Gonzalez
above all others.”

**Each passing day is another day lost between Juan
Gonzalez and his son,” the judge wrote.

' Lawyers for the Miami relatives, however, indicated they
will push forward with an appeal of the ruling, which must be filed
within 30 days. Lawyers can ask Moore for a stay of his own ruling
something considered unlikely or seek a stay before the 11th U.S.
Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta.

If that were granted, the appellate court would then hold
its own hearing.

**This fight will continue,” said Kendall Coffey, an
attorney for the family. ‘‘We will move expeditiously to seek to
overturn” the dismissal.

' Under the law, Reno has had the power to send the boy
home at any time, but has promised his Miami relatives that she
would first allow federal courts to consider the case. Now that
Moore has ruled, the key question is whether Reno will act
immediately to deport Elian or delay to allow time for appeals.

Her comments Tuesday did not make that clear, though
she re-emphasized her long-stated desire to end the case quickly.

**We are going to do everything that should be done,
with proper consultation, to ensure the child is reunified with his
father in an orderly. fair and prompt way,” Reno said told reporters
after the judge's ruling.

**It is time for this little boy. who has been through so
very much, to move on with life at his father's side.” she said. *‘I
understand the very strong emotions that have surrounded this case
from the very beginning but I have every confidence that the
(Miami) community will accept the count’s decision and support the
process that reunites Elian with his father.”

The reaction to the ruling by Miami’s disappointed
Cuban-American community was surprisingly muted Tuesday, with
no large protests at the child's Little Havana home. The community.
and the family’s lawyers. appeared to be thinking over their
strategy. '

The two sides may well find themselves 1n what Bruce
Boyer. supervising attomney for the Children and Family Justice
Center at Northwestern University's Law School. calls a **game of
chicken.”

If the family delays filing an appeal in a bid for time.
Reno could issue an order for the child's depontation. But if the
family quickly appeals. Reno may be forced to decide whether her
promuse to allow a court hearing extends to appeals.

"*The ball is really in her court now.” Boyer said. **She
has invited delays before. and if she says she will wait until all
federal appeals are exhausted. that would be years.”

In Havana, Cuba’s government reacted with tempered
pleasure. “*We must analvze with serenity and calm the apparently
positive news. without underestimating the obstacles and
difficulties we still need to overcome in order 10 achieve the
kidnapped boy’s return to Cuba,” a government statement said.

The decision “*should not make us fall into false
opumism or excessive illusions.” the statement wamed.



State Department sends team to Libya to assess safety
¢ itions for Americans

By John Diamond

Chicago Tribune

WASHINGTON 1In the first sign of a thaw in U.S .-
Libyan relations, the State Department dispatched a four-member
team to Tripoli to determine whether the *‘terrorist state” is now
safe for Americans to visit.

The Clinton administration billed its move as strictly
preliminary. But the language used by administration officials
described Libya as moving sharply away from its past as a
suspected state sponsor of terrorism.

The mission to Libya comes six weeks before the trial in
the Netherlands of two Libyan suspects in the 1988 bombing of Pan
Am Flight 103 over Lockerbie, Scotland, killing all 259 persons on
board and 11 on the ground.

*“The purpose of this visit is 10 assess safety conditions.
for American citizens in Libya.” State Department spokesman
James Rubin said Tuesday. ‘“This consular visit is unrelated to the
trial of the suspects of the bombing of Pan Am Flight 103.”

However, it appears that one of Washingron's longtime
“‘rogue state” enemies may be about to drop off the ist.

The State Department has banned the use of U.S.
passports for travel to Libya since 1981, when the two countries
broke off diplomatic relations. The State Department has renewed
that ban each year since, most recently in November when
Secretary of State Madeleine Albright made the determination that
the hold on U.S. travel to Libya remain in effect. -

A senior State Department official who briefed reporters
Tuesday said Albright renewed the ban because Stat: Department
officials had not had a chance to assess the situation in Libya.

Now, with the sudden surge in oil prices, there has been
a marked increase in interest in Libya among U.S. oil companies
hoping to return to one of the Mideast’s main oil-producing nations.
They have been barred under unilateral U.S. sanctiorns imposed on
Libya in 1986 amid concern that Libya was welcoming
international terrorists and participating in terrorist actions that
targeted Americans.

In pushing for an opening with Libya, the Clinton
administration may also be responding to pressure from Capitol
Hill. truck drivers and motorists for government to do something
about rising gasoline prices.

The State Department official acknowledged that U.S.
o1l companies have expressed interest in returning to Libya and that
there has already been a rush of business interests from Europe
returning there. especially after Britain last year re-established
diplomatic ties. According to figures from the late 1990s, Libya
ranked seventh among the 11 OPEC countries in both petroleum
exports and proven crude oil reserves. :

However, the official said the assessment trip had
nothing to do with business interests but with the needs of *‘the
traveling public.” The official could point to no sudden surge of
interest in travel to Libya and could provide no estimate of the
number of Americans living in Libya today.

The decision to send the four-member team to Libya on
Wednesday for a whirlwind. 26-hour safety inspection tour of the
Tnpoli airpon, tourist hotels and other sites likely 10 be frequented
by Amencans came despite a plea from families of the Pan Am 103
bombing who asked-that any policy shift wait until after the trial.

““It’s absolutely appalling, but I'm not surprised.” said
Susan Cohen of Cape May Court House. N.J. Cohen lost her 20-
year-old daughter. Theodora, in the downing of Flight 103. She
accuses the Clinton administration of bending under the pressure of
U.S. oil companies seeking to get back into business in Libya.

However. the senior State Department official credited
the regime of Moammar Gadhafi **with ending its support for
terrorism. ... There are positive indications.” These include:

Since last spring. Libya has expelled the Abu Nidal
organization and all its members living in Libya. Abu Nidal is
considered one of the most sophisticated and dangerous
inlernauonal terrorist organizations.

Libya has imposed new restricuions preventing suspected
terrorists from entering a country that was once a haven for Islamist
organizations seeking desert traiming posts for thesr paramilitary
acuviues. .

Libya shifted its support from Palestiman opposition
groups who oppose peace progress with Israel in favor of the

Palestinian Authority and Chairman Yassir Arafat.

Last year, Libya surrendered the two suspects in the Pan
Am bombing. Libya has acknowledged no direct involvement in the
bombing, and that question may become part of the trial, which will
be held before a Scottish court on Dutch territory.

Massacre, rebuke sidetracks mending of U.S.-Indian relations
By Naftali Bendavid and Uli Schmetzer
Chicago Tribune

NEW DELH]I, India The proclamation by President
Clinton and Indian Prime Minister A. B. Vajpayee of a new era of
U.S.-Indian friendship was sidetracked Tuesday by a massacre of
Sikhs, a rebuke of Clinton by the Indian president and continued
disagreement on nuclear weapons.

The pomp and ceremony of the first visit by a U.S.
president to India in 22 years was somewhat overshadowed by the
slaughter of more than 30 Sikhs in the disputed province of
Kashmir, which is currently divided between India and Pakistan

A visibly angry Vajpayee left little doubt that he blamed
Pakistan for the killings and delivered an ominous warning, placing
Clinton in a delicate position when he visits Pakistan later this
week. .

**There is a deliberate design to foment trouble, to
encourage killing, mass murders, to sabotage any attempt to bring
about normalcy in this part of the world,” Vajpayee said of
Pakistan. **This policy is not going to pay, and 1 hope this question
will be discussed by the president in Islamabad.”

Describing the killing as a *‘premeditated act of
barbarism™ and the violence in Kashmir as “‘ethnic cleansing,”
Vajpayee added, ‘*We have the means and the will to eliminate this
menace.”

Pakistan denied responsibility for the massacre, and it is
unclear what its military government would gain from such an act at
a time when it is trying to gain U.S. respect.

Some of the anti-Indian guerrillas in Kashmir are not
under direct Pakistani control and they may want to send a defiant
message to India and the United States.

Clinton, without suggesting a culprit, expressed his
disgust at the killing.

**We certainly share your outrage and heartbreak over
last night's brutal attack,” Clinton told Vajpayee. *‘It reminds us of
what tremendous suffering this conflict has caused India.”

Tuesday was the first official day of Clinton's state visit
to India, which included a meeting with Vajpayee, a formal dinner
and a wreath-laying at a memorial to Mahatma Gandhi.

Clinton and Vajpayee depicted the visit as the long-
overdue beginning of a meaningful relationship between two of the
world's most powerful and populous democracies.

Relations were strained during the Cold War when India
often sided with the Soviet Union. Since then, strengthening
relations with India has been low on the U.S. agenda, partly
because of the administration's frustration with India for insisting
on developing nuclear weapons.

During Tuesday’s discussion, Clinton and Vajpayee
declared that all that would now change. Vajpayee accepted
Clinton’s offer to visit Washington, and the two agreed to meet
regularly.

At the state dinner, however, Indian President K. R.
Narayanan seemed 1o take issue with recent Clinton statements that
South Asia is perhaps the world's most dangerous region.

*'It has been suggested that the Indian subcontinent is
the most dangerous p'ace in the world today and Kashmir is a
nuclear flashpoint,” Narayanan said during a toast. **These alarmist
descnptions will only encourage those who want to break the peace
and indulge in terrorism and violence.”

U.S. officials played down the statement, saying they did
not consider it an affront. But Narayanan's strong reaction
illustrates the region’s diplomatic sensitivities. Indian leaders have
delivered contradictory messages this week, portraying Pakistan as
a belligerent, unpredictable nation that forces them to have a
nuclear bomb but simultaneously insisting that South Asia is stable
and essentially peacetul.

Most of Monday was occupied with formal gestures
designed 10 send the message that trom now on. the U.S. and India
are on the same team. After a formal welcoming ceremony. Clinton
visited the Gandhi memonal. a park-like preserve with an eternal
flame where the great leader was cremated before his ashes were



Cuba hais held near-daily mass protests demanding
Elian’s return at various cities around the island, but no special
rallies were immediately called to mark the judge’s decision.

Anome)fs for Elian and his Miami family insisted
Tuesday that the federal court hearing had been on technical points
of law, not on the merits of the boy’s case.

**Elian has not yet had his day in court,” said Spencer
Eig, a family attom'ey

*“They need to look at what this 6-year-old wants,”
argued Marisleysis Gonzalez, a 21-year-old cousin of Elian who
has been his primary caretaker. **To this point they haven‘t looked
at what he wants and he feels and what his needs are.”

But Moore clearly did rule on some merits of the case,

deciding that Elian’s due-process rights had not been violated by the

INS decision to deny him an asylum hearing.
Despite intense questioning of government lawyers in a

hearing earlier this 'month which raised speculation the judge might

let Elian apply for asylum on his own, Moore also made clear he
backs the Imnugrauon and Naturalization Service ruling that only
Elian’s father can make decisions for his child.

*“The 6-ycar—old plaintiff alleges that he wants the INS
to process apphcalmns seeking political asylum for him in the
United States despfte his father’s protestations,” Moore wrote.

But *‘if Elian is not competent ‘to indicate a fear of
persecution or intention to apply for asylum,’ then someone would
have to decide in his behalf whether to do so,” the judge said in
quoting a January letter from Reno. **That someone, under
universally accepted legal norms, is his father.”

Cuban-Amencan exiles in Miami, including Jose
Basullo of Brothers to the Rescue, criticized the judge for sticking

*‘the letter of the law.”

Reno **will put the kid back on the first airplane she can
find,” he wamned, calling Elian a **human sacrifice to Clinton
administration polllcy

Still, *‘we believe order should be preserved here,” he
said, promising not to call for immediate protests in Miami.

Donato Dalrymple, the fisherman who pulled Elian from
an inner tube off th'e coast of Florida after his mother and 10 others

- perished at sea. called the decision **heartbreaking.”

The chxlfl has been at the center of a highly politicized
custody battle since November, when he was rescued and turned
over for temporary care to distant relatives in Miami. While his
father wants the boy back and his relatives believe he would have a
better life in Miami, the real tug of war has been between Fidel
Castro and virulently anti-Castro Cuban-Americans in Miami, with
both sides using the boy in a play for political advantage.

The boy's father had no immediate comment on the
ruling from Cuba, but Delphin Gonzalez, one of the child's great-
uncles in Miami. was clearly disappointed.

“*This is'a country of laws, but God will make the final
verdict,” he said on:(he steps of the courthouse after the ruling.

| —_—

McCain receives hlero’s welcome from Senate Republican club
By William Neikirk
Chicago Tribune

WASHINGTON A man they warmly called **John" and
the **honorable senator from Arizona™ received a hero's welcome
Tuesday from a Senate Republican club that has never been
comfortable with him but suddenly is eager to embrace him.

Sen. John McCain accepied their embrace, at least for a
day.

How long this convenient political truce will last is not
clear. The fallen GOP candidate for president did not back away
from positions that have infuriated the Senate GOP hierarchy. such
as his ongoing advocacy of campaign finance reform and his
criticism of special|interest iegisiation.

But this jwas not the day to renew old battles.
Republicans made n clear that they need McCain. his celebrity and
his considerable drawmg power. They want him for what they
consider his ability|to attract independent and new voters for the
GOP ticket in November

They ucaled him with a deference he has rarely., if ever.
seen from his colleagucs They slapped him on the back. shook his
hand. and cheered hlm at a weekly Republican luncheon for his
efforts on the campaign trail.

**Sen. McCaln 15 one of our brothers.” said Senale
Majority Leader Trent Lo, R- Miss.. who often 1n the past made
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some unbrotherly comments about the Arizona senator.

‘*He got the longest standing ovation that he will ever
get,” said Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison, R-Texas, Hutchison. who
supports George W. Bush, had some icy words for McCain during
the campaign. Implicit in her remark was a reminder to McCain that
politically it may all be downhill for him from this point. Still, she
and GOP senators insisted they want him, and need him, to be a
team player in Republican efforts to regain the presidency and
maintain control of Congress.

Sen. Larry Craig, R-Idaho, one of McCain's critics, said,
*‘I hope John will stay involved and I think he will. He has a great
message. I agree with 70 to 80 percent of it. We would hope he
would be involved in campaigning for candidates in the Northeast
corridor, where he appears to have the most support.”

To reporters outside the Senate chamber, McCain gave
all the right answers for the Senate GOP club. He said would
support Bush as the nominee of the party, although he volunteered
nothing in addition that would recommend the Texas governor to
voters. He said he would campaign for some 40 GOP candidates in
congressional races this fall.

And he again answered the frequent question about
whether he would accept an offer to be Bush's running mate: *‘No,”
he said curtly. But he added that his staff in the past few days has
been talking to Bush's staff.

Asked if he was selling out his supporters by backing
Bush, McCain said, *‘I have never been accused of selling out to
anybody for any reason in my entire life, and I doubt if that
allegation would be made no matter what I do.”

The question among Republicans is whether McCain
will demand some sort of price for enthusiastically supporting Bush
and GOP candidates this fall.

As for supporting House and Senate candidates, McCain
said it was ‘‘important they be committed to my agenda for reform.
It doesn mean that they have to agree with everything, but it would
be very important to me that they are in agreement in general with
my efforts for reform.”

The senator renewed his bid for campaign finance
reform and attacked corporate welfare issues that make most of his
GOP colleagues shudder.

In short, they appear ready to make few compromises to
the senator. Craig said as much after the luncheon among Senate
Republicans. Craig said he would tell McCain what he always has
told the Arizonan about McCain's allegation that the campaign
finance systern makes the Senate corrupt:

**I'tell him, *‘Shame on you. You'd better go look in the
** Craig said.

Indeed, while Republicans praised him and embraced
him, they didnY want to pile it on too thick, lest they look too
hypocritical. When McCain took the floor Tuesday morning for his
first Senate speech since the campaign. he spoke to an empty
chamber. as senators often do.

But McCain’s first moment in the spotlight after the
campaign turned out to be nothing special the big weicome from
his colleagues would come later behind closed doors. One
Republican said they didnY know the senator would be speaking so
early.

mirror,’

If they weren watching on television, they missed a
strong attack on President Clinton's policy in Kosovo. McCain
faulted the administration for not being forceful enough with allies
that he said assume the U.S. **will always compensate for the
deficiencies of our resoive.”

Lott said later that he agreed with McCain and added
that many Republicans are reluctant to support peacekeeping
operations 1n Kosovo in a supplemental appropriations bill now
under consideration. Democrats called the Republican stance
iresponsible.

McCain spoke for another of his reform measures on the
Senate floor later in the day a measure elimnating the earnings test
for Social Security recipients. It is expected to pass the Senate on
Wednesday.

He spiced this speech with the strong rhetoric for which
he is noted. He said doing away with the earnings tax is **an
important step toward a tairer, flatter, stmpler tax code. The 44.000
page tax code 15 a cornucopia of favors for special interests and a
chamber of horrors for average Americans.”

Israel pulls out of West Bank town, leaving Palestinians with




percent of territory
By Hugh Dellios
Chicago Tribune

BEITUNYA, West Bank When the Israeli patrol
vehicles pulled out of town for the very last time Tuesday, the
young boys gathered on the streets to bid the occupiers goodbye
with kicks at their rear fenders.

Moments after the patrols disappeared around the bend,
assault rifles emerged from car windows and handguns from jacket
pockets, filling the air with the blasts of gunfire that left no doubt it
was time to celebrate.

After three months of haggling, the Palestinians took
control of a further 6 percent of the West Bank frorn the Israeli
army Tuesday. The withdrawal left the Palestinians with almost 40
percent of the territory as negotiators prepared to resume talks in
the U.S. toward a final peace treaty later this year.

The new land is only marginally better than what
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat rejected when the Israelis offered
him territory three months ago. But it means tens of thousands more
Palestinians will be living under full Palestinian control, a modest
but badly needed sign of progress in the 7-year-old peace talks.

““Now weTe liberated,” said Ahmed Khattib, a
shopowner in this town of 10,000 southwest of Ramaliah. *'It’s only
an area along maybe (2 miles) of road, but now no lsraeli police
officers can come to my house.”

The Israeli withdrawal was the last phase of an interim
peace deal signed in January between Arafat and Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak. It had been held up since a Jan. 20 deadline
after Arafat complained the Israelis had not consulted with him and
were offering land with few people on it.

The deadlock was broken March 8 when. under
American pressure, Barak and Arafat agreed to complete the deal,
send envoys to Washington to restart negotiations and set a new
deadline of May for a framework agreement that will help them
reach a more detailed deal in September.

Arafat had been pushing Israel to include much-coveted
Jerusalem suburbs in the latest land transfer. But Barak refused.
and last week even backed down on a plan to include the small
Arab village of Anata, a ways outside the city, after an angry
reaction from Jewish settlers and right-wing politicians.

Many analysts believe Barak's backtracking revealed
how his peace mnitiatives with the Palestinians and Syria have been
weakened by a growing rift in his nght-left ruling coalition. Peace
activists accused him of caving in to distorted accusations that he
was trying to divide Jerusalem.

**The question of Anata applies directly to the entire
solution of the Jerusalem question, and we don want to deal with
the very serious issue of Jerusalem through the back door, " said
Efraim Sneh. Israel’s deputy defense minister.

Sneh $aid the importance of the withdrawal was that all
Arab towns in the West Bank are now under full Palestinian
control, including 60 percent of the Palestinian population. He also
said it indicated a more positive attitude in the fitful peace talks.

Those talks were set to resume Tuesday at Bolling Air
Force Base outside Washington. They will be conducted by the two
sides’ top negotiators with an eye toward resolving sich issues as
Jerusalem and how much more of the West Bank Israel will
ultimately cede to Arafat.

Hopes are high that the Isracl-Syna peace talks will get
under way again after President Clinton and Syrian President Hafez
Assad meet Sunday in Geneva. Those talks stalled in early January,
but Barak is under pressure to complete them before his self-
imposed deadline to withdraw Israeli troops from Lebanon in July.

The lands returmed to the Palestinians on Tuesday again
comprised only small and medium-sized tracts throuzhout the West
Bank. They will go only so far in giving more contiguity to the
scattered Palestinian territories.

In one place. the Palestinians were given control of a
bridge that crosses over land still in Israel's control. Almost all the
transferred land was already under Arafat’s admunistrative authonity.,
while still subject 1o Israeli security control.

"“It’s not all we wanted. but 1t's important 1o keep the
process going.” said Mohammed Nujum. a Palesunian police
commander waiting with his roops to move concrete roadside
markers up the road to the new border line.

Israel’s concessions included handing over more land
around towns like Beitunya. home 10 some 10.000 Palesumans and
key road junctions in and out of Ramallah.

Jewish settlers were not happy with the withdrawal.
They complained that for the first time, it will leave Israeli settlers
“‘under the guns” of Palestinian security forces.

In one case, they said, Israelis in the smali settlement
Negohot, near Hebron, will be able to reach their jobs in nearby
towns or hospitals in Jerusalem only over an access road
completely controlled by the Palestinians. The settlement, home to
fewer than two dozen families, is guarded by soldiers.

The settlers’ confidence was not helped by the shooting
of three Israelis near Hebron on Monday night by suspected
terrorists in a parked car. A short time later, Israeli soldiers shot a
Palestinian woman to death and wounded her husband after their
car allegedly failed to stop at a roadblock.

Israeli defense officials said that no Israelis would ever
be cut off from protection by their army. And they emphasized that
the Palestinian police have been cooperating with Israeli security
forces, most recently in the arrests of a Hamas terrorist cell this
month.

**Now those (Palestinian) guns are pointed at a common
enemy,” Sneh said. *‘Those (settlers) who refuse to digest that we
are going through substantial changes in our relations with the
Palestinians live in the past. Their vision is of another century of
hatred and armed conflict.”

Tobacco farmers pleased with Supreme Court ruling
By Bill Estep
Knight Ridder Newspapers

LEXINGTON, Ky. Farmers were pleased by Tuesday’s
Supreme Court ruling denying the federal government authority to
regulate tobacco as a drug, but anti-smoking activists were
disappointed.

Farmers had been concerned that if the U.S. Food and
Drug Administration won the right to regulate tobacco, it could
mean meddlesome inspectors on the farm, or rules that would limit
production or drive up costs, eroding farmers’ profits and giving
cheaper foreign leaf a boost.

There had even been talk among farmers that the FDA
could ban cigarettes because of the health risk.

So for many farmers, the ruling was welcome news after
a disappointing sales season and a crippling cut in the amount of
leaf they can grow this year.

**We're relieved,” said Dean Wallace, executive director
of the Council for Burley Tobacco. **It's been a long time since
anything went positive for the tobacco patch.”

Rod Kuegel, president of the Lexington-based Burley
Tobacco Growers Cooperative Association, said the court ruling
was correct.

**It shoyldnY be a drug-delivery device,” he said of a
cigarette, ‘‘unless you regulate a shot glass as a drug-delivery
device.”

The ruling will likely increase pressure for Congress to
place greater control over cigarette marketing, labeling and other
issues, some farm representatives said.

‘I think you will see some additional regulation,” said
Marshall Coyle, a Bath County tobacco farmer and head of tobacco
policy for the Kentucky Farm Bureau, which opposes FDA
regulation.

Danny McKinney. chief officer of the burley co-op. said
that process could benefit farmers because they1l have a voice with
lawmakers. And that could force cigarette-makers. who passed up
much of the burley U.S. farmers grew last year, to deal with farmers
as allies.

“"All of a sudden the companies mught need us again.”
Mc Kinney said.

Kuegel said the burley co-op does not flatly oppose all
government regulation of tobacco. but the rules need to be
reasonabile.

Farmers favor limiting youth access to tobacco. and rules
designed to make tobacco safer or to better inform consumers
would be acceplable as well, Kuegel said. For instance, he
menuoned monitoring of manufacturing plants and labeling packs
of cigaretles with the level of cancer-causing nitrosamines.

Kentucky politicians also applauded the ruling.

“*When the FDA gets on the farm, you never know what
they are poing to do.” Gov. Paul Pauon said.

U.S. Rep. Ernie Fleicher. a Lexington Republican, said
the FDA's move 10 regulate tobacco was another example of



President Clinton’s attack on the crop.

“I'm ple%xsed that the Supreme Court ruled that the FDA

did overstep its authority,” Fletcher said.

Republic:an U.S. Sen. Mitch McConnell also cast the
ruling in election-year terms.

““Today’s announcement is a big blow to Bill Clinton’s
and Al Gore’s assault on tobacco, and a victory for Kentucky’s
tobacco farmers who have fought for years to keep the FDA off
their farms,” he said in a statement.

_ Health advocates disagreed with the ruling, saying the
high court had missed an opportunity for better control of a product
blamed for more than 400,000 deaths annually in the U.S.

*‘I'm obviously very disappointed,” said Scott Ballin,
senior policy consutant with the Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids
in Washington, D.C.

Anti-smoking activists believe the FDA has the authority
to regulate labelingl and marketing of cigarettes, as it does drugs.

*“The FDA should have the right to control it Just like it.
does every potentially dangerous substance,” said Julie Brackett, an
official with the A:'nerican Heart Association office in Kentucky.

The ruling makes the state’s effort to limit youth access
to tobacco even mo:re important, she said.

Ballin said it was encouraging that even the court’s
majority recognized the dangers of tobacco.

The fighlt would have ended up in Congress no matter -
which way the ruling went, he said.

“*Congress now has the responsibility to protect public
health,”he said. |

Anti-smoking groups said they are not seeking to ban
tobacco, but want greater government control over manufacturing,
labeling, distributio:n and marketing of tobacco products.

**We need strong measures in place to regulate this
product,” said Lynn: Carol Birgmann, head of the anti-smoking
group Kentucky ACiT’ION.
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[;S can send Elian back to Cuba, judge rules; Miami relatives
to appeal : .
By Andres Viglucfi and Jay Weaver
Knight Ridder Newspapers

MIAMI |A federal judge in Miami on Tuesday firmly
upheld U.S. Attomley General Janet Reno’s authority to decide
Ehan Gonzalez's fate, clearing the legal path for immigration
officials to return the boy to his father in Cuba.

Anomcy’s for Elian’s Miami relatives, who are fighting
10 keep the boy herﬁa, quickly filed a legal notice of their intention to
appeal the ruling by U.S. District Judge K. Michael Moore. The
lawyers said they hc:Jpe the notice will dissuade the Immigration and
Naturalization Service from moving to send Elian home while they
prepare their appeal, although the agency is legally free to do so.

Lawyers|for the two sides are expected to discuss
Wednesday how they might proceed.

Reno. atla mid-day news conference in Washington,
welcomed Moore's decision but gave no indication of any
impending action by the INS, which she oversees.

*It has been four months since Elian was separated from
his father and lost h:is mother,” Reno said. **It is time for this little
boy. who has been through so much. to move on with his life at his
father’s side.

*‘] have every confidence that the community will accept
the court’s decision and will support the process that will reunite
Elian and his father.”

Legal expents, including the Miamu relatives’ lawyers,
say the INS now ha:s two options: 1t can simply wart out the appeal.
a process that could take several months. Or it can revoke the
temporary parole granted to Elian and demand that his relatives um
him over to the agency for the trip back to Cuba.

"*“We're hoping they respect Elian's right to appeal. just
as they allowed his|temporary parole 1o stay in effect during the
district coun case,"said legal team member Kendall Coffey.

Reaction to Moore’s decision was muted on both sides of
the Florida Straits. IBolh the Cuban government and exile leaders in
Miami cautioned f(l)llowcrs to awant the outcome of the legal
maneuvers, which now seem bound for the 11th Circuit Count of
Appeals in A(Iama.!

*'1 wantjto thank you all for vour support and let you
know that we will overcome this.” the boy's great-uncle. Lazaro

Gonzalez. told a snlull crowd of supporters outside his Little
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Havana home. *‘This is the land of liberty.”

But Moore's closely reasoned ruling appears to deal a
crippling, if not fatal, blow to the Miami relatives’ legal efforts to
keep Elian here. In a 50-page decision, he dismissed a lawsuit filed
on Elian’s behalf by Lazaro Gonzalez that sought to force the INS
to grant the boy an asylum hearing.

Moore called the lawsuit **well intentioned,” but
concluded that Reno acted entirely within her broad powers in
determining that only the boy’s father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez, can
legally speak for the boy in immigration matters. Elian’s father has
consistently said he wants Elian returned to him.

Moore gave the relatives a small victory. ruling that
Elian and his great-uncle had the right to sue the government on the
6-year-old’s behalf. But the judge concluded that they failed to
show that the INS had violated the boy's due-process rights when it
kicked back two asylum applications filed on his behalf.

Moore ruled that he has limited jurisdiction to intervene
in the case only to the extent of deciding whether Reno had abused
her discretionary powers. But he said that those powers gave Reno
ample authority to act as she did.

His decision ended with an unusual plea: ‘‘Even this
well intentioned litigation has the capacity to bring about
unintended harm,” Moore wrote. *‘In light of the Attorney General’
clearly articulated views on the matter of whether Elian Gonzalez
should return home, as well as the reality that each passing day is
another day lost between Juan Gonzalez and his son, the Court can
only hope that those on each side of this litigation place the
interests of Elian Gonzalez above all others.”

The judge’s decision appears to leave little room for a
successful appeal, several independent experts said.

Moore’s ruling relies heavily on previous decisions by
the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta, which would handle
the relatives’ appeal. That court has consistently upheld the near-
absolute legal discretion granted to the INS by Congress to decide
certain immigration matters without judicial second-guessing.

**On the merits, the INS is on very, very strong ground,”
said Yale Law School professor Peter Schuck. ‘*The statute grants
very broad powers to the attorney general.”

The narrowing of the Miami relatives legal avenues may
yet prompt a renewed push to resolve his fate politically.

U.S. Rep. Bill McColium, R-Fla., said Tuesday he
would attempt to revive a stalled proposal in Congress to grant
Elian U.S. citizenship or legal residency, a move that would remove
the case from the INS' purview. The question of the boy's custody
would then be left to a state court to decide. A custody petition filed
in Miami-Dade family court by Lazaro Gonzalez has been in
abeyance pending the outcome of the federal litigation.

On the presidential campaign trail. where Elian has been
a recurrent issue, both front-runners, Democratic Vice President Al
Gore and Republican Texas Gov. George W. Bush. reiterated calls
for the boy’s custody to be settled in family court.

‘I urge Attorney General Janet Reno to reconsider her
plans to send Elian back to Cuba, back to the place his mother died
trying to escape.” Bush said. **This case should be decided by a
Flonda family court. which will protect the best interests of Elian.
not by a Clinton-Gore Justice Department whose record of putting
politics ahead of the law does not inspire confidence.”

During a campaign stop in New York. Gore, who has
departed from the Clinton administration’s stance on the matter,
quesuioned whether Elian’s father's insistent demands for the boy’s
return reflect his true wishes.

**The father is not free to speak his true mind. What is
his true feeling?” Gore said. **The child should never have been put
in a position where the choice is his freedom or his father. The real
fault here lies with Fidel Castro.”

Moore’s decision, at the same time. has revived questions
over the INS resolve to actually carry out a decision sure to be
unpopular with Cuban exiles. who previously blocked roads and
highways in Miami when Reno announced her decision to return
Elian in January.

**The question is, how ready will the INS be to fetch
Elian and send him home ™ University of Miami Law School
protessor David Abraham asked. **We have to hope that the people
of South Florida will hive under the rule of law."

No protests seemed in the offing Tuesday evening.
although some exile opinion leaders spoke out defiantly. On some
Spanish-language radio statons, callers denounced the judge's
decision and vowed to express their discontent with the Clinton-



Gore administration at the voting booths this November.

‘“We must punish the enemy with our votes,” said
Armando Perez-Roura, an influential commentator on WAQI-AM
Radio Mambi.

One protest leader, Jose Basulto, president of Brothers to
the Rescue, said various exile community groups plan to meet this
morning to plan a course of action.

Some advocates of Elian’s remaining in Miami, however,
seemed resigned.

““We accept laws and decisions even if they cause
heartache,” said Sister Jeanne O%Laughlin, the Barry University
president who spoke out against Elian’s return after hosting a
controversial meeting between the boy and his grandmothers at her
Miami Beach home.

*“The only thing we can do as a people is pray together
for the future of the child that whatever the enviroriment the child
is in, he will grow to be the man that his mother wanted him to be.”

Elian spent the afternoon at a relative’s house to avoid
the crowd that gathered at his great uncle’s Little Havana home. He
went to school, but left early at about 1:10 p.m. in a car with his
great-uncle Delfin Gonzalez and school owner Demetrio Perez.

Armando Gutierrez. the family spokesman, says Elian
overheard a conversation about the judge's decision and looked *‘a
little bit sad.™

“‘Elian is like a sponge,” Gutierrez said. "' believe he -
understands everything.”

The attorneys for the boy's Miami relativas were clearly
banking on the INS’ willingness to let their legal challenge run its
course before acting to send Elian back. Coffey would not say how
soon they will appeal. The appellate court could expedite the
procedure and render a decision in less than two months, he said.

Some supporters were publicly hoping the appeal would
stall Elian’s return long enough for him to qualify for protection
under the Cuban Adjustment Act, which grants Cubans the nght to
apply for legal status a year after arriving on U.S. scil. But some
legal experts cautioned that Elian may not be eligible under the act,
noting that legal status is granted only at INS discretion.

Supreme Court rules federal government cannot regulate
tobacco

By Mark Johnson

Knight Ridder Newspapers

RALEIGH, N.C. The U.S. Supreme Court ruled
Tuesday that the federal government cannot regulate tobacco,
rejecting President Clintons plan to curb teen smoking and
ratcheting up the pressure on Congress to address *‘perhaps the
single most significant threat to public health in the United States.”

The ruling ends a bitter five-year legal baitle over an
unprecedented effort to prevent smoking and shifts the
responsibility back to Congress to address what is considered the
nations most preventable cause of disease and death.

**I'hope I very much hope that after today's decision,
Congress will pass legislation that would protect children by
restricting advertising and limiting access to tobacco products, and
giving the @1/8Food and Drug Admunistration@3/8 clear authority
to regulate tobacco products,” Attorney General Janet Reno said
during a news conference.

In the high court’s 54 decision, divided along familiar
ideological lines. the justices ruled that Congress has repeatedly
blocked the FDA from regulating tobacco like a drug. The agency
lacked the authority for its 1995 proposal to assert control over
cigarettes and smokeless tobacco, a complete reversal of its
decades-old policy, the court ruled.

**Hooray for the Supreme Coun, " said U.5. Sen. Jesse
Helms, a Republican from North Carolina. **Because: the Supreme
Court made it clear that the FDA never had the power to regulate
tobacco.”

While handing cigarette makers a viclory. the count’s
majority quickly in the first words of the opinion - emphasized the
tragic scope of underage smoking and. later in the ruling. the
dilemma the case presented.

**‘By no means do we question the seriousness of the
problem that the FDA has sought to address.” Justice Sandra Day
OConnor wrote for the majonty. **The agency has amply
demonstrated that tobacco use. parucularly among children and
adolescents. poses perhaps the single most significant threat to
public heatth in the United States. Nonetheless. no matter how

important, conspicuous, and controversial the issue, and regardless
of how likely the public is to hold the Executive Branch politically
accountable, an administrative agency’s power to regulate in the
public interest must always be grounded in a valid grant of
authority from Congress."

The high court’s only smokers, Chief Justice William
Rehnquist and Justice Antonin Scalia, joined OConnor in the
majority, along with the court’s other conservative members:
Justices Clarence Thomas and Anthony Kennedy.

Adding to the drama of the decision, OConnor took the
unusual step of reading portions of her opinion from the bench, as
did Justice Steven Breyer, who penned the dissenting opinion. He
was joined by justices David Souter, Ruth Bader Ginsburg and
John Paul Stevens. :

The dissenting justices argued the court was not giving
the FDA enough latitude, given the vague language of the law ‘and
the relatively recent evidence of the companies manipulation of
nicotine. Breyer wrote that nicotine is a drug and the law creating
the FDA charges the agency with protecting the public health from
harmful drugs.

Tobacco company executives and their allies in Congress
lauded the decision but acknowledged that it will hardly give pause
to efforts to restrict the industry.

**Those folks who are primarily interested in political
theater are going to use this as an excuse to try and come in another
door,” said Rep. Robin Hayes, R-N.C., of Concord. *‘People in the
House who have been enemies of the tobacco farmers and tobacco
workers will continue their effort through any means to do
additional harm.”

Anti-tobacco organizations said the court’s strong
language about tobacco’s threat to public health lumps
responsibility squarely in the lap of Congress to change the law,
something lawmakers have consistently refused to do.

The decision “‘focuses the spotlight on Congress like a
laser beam,” said Matt Myers, president of the Campaign for
Tobacco Free Kids. *'Their decision to act or not is a life or death
decision. Congress no longer has an excuse to look the other way.”

The five-year-old court case began when the FDA ook
steps to extend its regulatory scope to tobacco, to treat cigarettes
and chewing tobacco as a drug. The plan included regulating the
level of nicotine, restricting advertising, banning cigarette machines
everywhere but adult-only establishments and requiring store clerks
to check cigarette buyers' identification up to age 27.

For decades before, through Democratic and Republican
administrations alike, the agency had shied away from tobacco,
saying it regulates drugs, which are products that claim to have a
health benefit. Tobacco companies made no health benefit claim
about cigarettes. They e just something people smoke.

**Where is there anybody out there who doesn know
what cigarettes” are harmful? said Richard Renegar, who farms 65
acres of tobacco in Northern Iredell County.

The FDA's position shifted under then-Commissioner
David A. Kessler after civil lawsuits dislodged company documents
showing the industry manipulated the level of addictive nicotine in
cigarettes and targeted minors as potential customers.

The major tobacco companies sued the FDA in federal
court in Greensboro, where the judge ruled the FDA could regulate
nicoune but not advenrtising.

The industry appealed to the U.S. Court of Appeals for
the 4th Circuit in Richmond and won. Justice Department lawyers.,
representing the FDA., pursued the case to the Supreme Court.

Cigarette makers tnied to dissuade the high court from
taking the case. arguing that they already agreed to a series of
regulations in their 1998 settlement of lawsuits by 46 states. The
states sued for reimbursement of Medicaid expenses on smoking-
related ailments.

The Supreme Court’s decision, while always difficult 1o
predict. was forecast somewhat by the skeptical questions the
Justices fired at the povernment’s lawyer during oral arguments last
winter. When Solicitor General Seth Waxman reminded the court
of tobacco company executives testifying before Congress that they
did not beheve nicotine was addictive. Scalia shot back: **Nobody
believed them.”

Tuesday’s decision is expected to have no effect on the
class-action lawsuits that keep hammering the industry. including a
Florida suit where the jury is about to consider punitive damages
that legal experts predict could reach into the billions. If anything.
the court’s ruhing may have hurt the industry in such cases. said



Richard Daynard, Iwho heads the Tobacco Liability Project at
Northeastern Umversuy

“‘One of the strongest things @ 1/8tobacco
companies @3/8 had to say, until this morning, in their defense from
a punitive damage point was that the jury didnY have to worry about
sending them a message or changing their behavior because folks in

Washington are workmg on that,” Daynard said. **They donY have
that argument any more

Net tax panel umible to reach consensus
By Joelle Tessler
Knight Ridder Newspapers

DALLAS Despite last-minute wrangling Tuesday, the
Advisory Commxssnon on Electronic Commerce failed in its key
mission: to give Congress a formal recommendation on whether
and how to tax salles made over the Internet.

At its fourth and final meeting, the polarized panel
appointed by Congress to study e-commerce taxation was unable to
muster the two-thllrds majority vote needed to send an official
recommendation to Congress on the contentious issue.

On Monday a simple majority 11 of 19 commissioners
voted to support a} proposal put together by the six corporate
executives on the panel, including AT&T Corp. Chairman Michael
Armstrong, Amcnca Online President Robert Pittman and MCI
WorldCom Vice Chamnan John Sidgemore. The Business Caucus
proposal, which recommends extending for five years a moratorium
on taxing online sales won the backing of panel members who
would prefer to keep online purchases permanently tax-free. These
include Virginia Gov. James Gilmore LI, chairman of the
commission, and Grover Norquist, president of Americans for Tax
Reform. Both argt':e that taxing online purchases would stall the
rapid growth of electromc commerce and result in administrative
hassles for online retailers.

But a number of state and local officials on the panel,
fearful of losing valuable tax dollars, refused to support the
proposal even afle'r hours of negotiations behind closed doors. The
holdouts mcluded|Utah Gov. Michael Leavitt, Dallas Mayor Ron
Kirk and Washmgton Gov. Gary Locke. Several representatives
from the Clinton admlmstrauon also refused to line up behind the
Business Caucus proposal

Although the measure did not receive enough votes to
become a formal recommendation, Gilmore said the commission
would report its vote on the Business Caucus proposal and that he
believed CongressI would take it seriously. The commission’s report
1s due April 21. The Internet Tax Freedom Act, passed by Congress
in October 1998, put a three-year moratorium on the taxation of
Internet access am';i the imposition of **multipie and discriminatory”
taxes on e-commerce.

Sales over the Internet are now governed by the same tax
laws thal govern catalogue sales: A retailer does not have to collect
taxes on a purchase made over the Internet unless it has a physical
presence in the state in which the customer is located.

The Business Caucus proposal would clarify the
definition of physical presence and prohibit taxing the sale of goods
in “*digital” form, such as electronic books and CDs. The proposal
would also eliminele the 3 percent federal excise tax on
telecommumcauons that was set up to finance the Spanish-
American War and permanently eliminate any taxes on Internet
access both rclatwcly noncontroversial issues.

Accordmg to Dean Andal, chairman of the California
Board of Equalizallion and a panel member who backs the Business
Caucus proposal, the key disagreement centers on the proposal’s
definition of physical presence. This includes provisions that would
allow online retailers to offer repair or warranty services or work
with offline relalllers 10 accept returns in a state without establishing
a physical presence there.

The commissioners have also had trouble agreeing on
how to tax goods :delivcred in digital form. In addition, there is an
undercurrent of debale on whether state and local governments will
someday be able llo force online retailers to collect sales taxes after
any moratorium expires. said G. Kent Johnson. national partner in
charge of e- commerce state and local tax solutions at KPMG.

Allhoulgh no further meetings are scheduled. Giimore
left the door open for the commussioners to continue negotiating by

phone. And ina clonference call with reporters after the meeting
ended. Deputy Treasury Secretary Stuant Eisenstat said panel
members have * sngmflcamly narrowed their differences ... and
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made sufficient progress so that no one wants to give this up.”

Regardless of what the commission ultimately does. a
number of state and local governments are already moving ahead
with plans to simplify their tax systems and develop a proposal
urging Congress to give them the authority to force online retailers
to collect sales taxes. Larry Jones, assistant executive director of
the U.S. Conference of Mayors, said legislation calling for tax
system simplification has been introduced in 18 states. Also
Tuesday, Senate Commerce Committee Chairman John McCain, R-
Ariz., introduced legislation containing part of the business-backed

lan.
P Looking ahead, Leavitt said he believes the debate will
evolve as more big-name offline retailers like Sears, Wal-Mart and
JC Penney move online and realize they are at a disadvantage
compared with online-only retailers that do not have to collect sales
taxes.

Despite all the public disagreements among the
commissioners, the panel was able to recommend to Congress that
it monitor concerns over online privacy and take steps to close the
digital divide.

Cautious reactions to judge’s ruling that makes boy’s return to
Cuba likely
By Frank Davies and Karen Branch
Knight Ridder Newspapers

WASHINGTON Mindful of political reality, members
of Congress who proposed legislation to help keep Elian Gonzalez
in Miami reacted cautiously Tuesday to a federal judge’s ruling that
makes the boy’s return to Cuba more likely.

Sponsors of bills to grant citizenship or residency to the
6-year-old said they were disappointed by the ruling but will not

* press their campaign on Capitol Hill until other legal efforts in the

case have been exhausted.

**I'm still trying to assess what we should do, and my
Instinct is we're not going to move on the legislative front until the
Judicial options have played out,” said Sen. Connie Mack, R-Fla.,
and principal backer of the citizenship measure in the Senate.

Mack acknowledged that there is resistance to the bills
among some Republicans. GOP leaders in both houses shelved the
bills in late January, after many Republicans said they didn want
to get involved in the international controversy.

The Cuban American National Foundation, the exile
community’s major lobbying organization, has pushed for the
legislation as a way of taking the case away from federal authorities
and securing a *‘day in court” in Florida family court.

““There are still other legal options. and we'e not hitting
the panic button -this is a marathon,” said Jose Cardenas. CANF’s
Washington director, who confirmed that the group would hold off
for now on pushing hard for any legislation.

Rep. Dan Burton. the Indiana Republican who issued a
congressional subpoena for the boy aimed at keeping him in the
country, also took a go-slow approach.

**This is just Round One,"” said Mark Corallo. a
spokesman for Burton. **We've got a long way to go. Mr. Burton
always said he wanted to see this decided in a court of law. It's still
in a court of law."

One House co-sponsor of an *‘Elian bill.” Rep. Bill
McCollum. R-Fla., said the judge's ruling would eventually make
legislative action necessary.

‘I am greatly disappointed.” said McCollum. a candidate
for Mack’s Senate seat. **Today's ruling leaves no recourse except
for Congress to take the matter out of the hands of the INS and
allow the child’s case to be decided by a custody hearing, which can
only happen now if Elian is granted U.S. citizenship.”

The House's three Cuban-American members criticized
Judge Moore’s ruling and stressed a similar urgency for action.

**The United States Congress will not stand by as this
child 1s denied due process and the benefit of all applicable asylum
laws.” said Rep. Bob Menendez. a New Jersey Democrat.

Lincoln Diaz-Balart and lleana Ros- Lehtinen. two
Florida Republicans, released a joint statement that critiqued
Moore’s 50-page ruling. The two House members said Moore found
that Elian. through his great uncle. has legal standing 1o sue the
tederal government. but was prevented from advancing an asylum
claim.

“*Despite the tact that Elian was not permitted any such
administrative due process. Judge Moore shockingly and



incongruously proceeded to rule that Elian had no rights,” the two
members said.

McCollum and the two Florida Republicans went
beyond the ruling to criticize the Clinton administration for its
efforts to return the boy to his father in Cuba.

**We must never lose sight of who is responsible for
returning the boy to totalitarian oppression Bill Clinton,” said Diaz-
Balart and Ros-Lehtinen.

Clinton voices outrage at massacre in Kashmir, seeks India-
Pakistan talks

By Christopher Marquis

Knight Ridder Newspapers

NEW DELHI A day after gunmen brutally executed at
least 35 Sikh civilians in India’s disputed northern territory of
Kashmir, President Clinton voiced outrage at the *‘brutal” crime.
But Indian Prime Minister Atal Bihari Vajpayee vowed it would not
prod India closer to war with Pakistan.

Indian officials privately asserted that the massacre,
which took place as Clinton was jetting to this capital from
Bangladesh, was part of a Pakistani-supported terror operation to
focus world attention on Kashmir and entice Clinton to intercede in
the conflict.

If true, the plan largely backfired, as Clinion closed
ranks with his Indian hosts and promised to press Pakistani officials
to respect the so-called line of control dividing the contested region.
Clinton is scheduled to visit Pakistan's military chief on Saturday,
and the massacre actually may have improved his chances of
persuading India and Pakistan to resume peace talks.

Pakistani officials denied any role in the killings and a
leader of pro-Pakistani Moslem rebels accused India of killing the
Sikh villagers to win Clinton’s support.

Clinton, who began a five-day state visit 1o India
Tuesday, has referred to South Asia as the most dangerous region
in the world. largely because of the potential for further bloodshed
over Kashmir between India and Pakistan, both of which have
tested nuclear weapons. At least 25,000 people have died in two
wars over the Himalayan territory.

**We centanly share your outrage and heartbreak over
last night’s brutal attack in Kashmir.” Clinton told his Indian hosts
Tuesday. He added: **The violence must end. This should be a time
for restraint, for respect for the line of control, for renewed lines of
communication.”

The president’s appeal signaled a subtle shift in support
toward India’s position on Kashmir as it seeks to repel repeated
incursions by Islamic radicals from Pakistan and Afghanistan. India
has long insisted on the inviolability of the decades-old cease-fire
line and has rejected Clinton’s offer to mediate.

Secretary of State Madeleine Albright said Tuesday that
the Kashmir problem will only be solved by dialogue between India
and Pakistan, but that Clinton will not mediate. She denied that
U.S. policy was becoming more aligned with India’s.

**1 would not interpret it that way. Our policy is what it
was when we came here.” Albright said. **The problem 1s the story
of Kashmir is a long and sad one.”

The remarks came as Clinton and Vajpayee announced a
new phase in relations between the world’s oldest democracy and its
most popuious. Calling for an end to decades of mutual suspicion
born of the Cold War - when India tilted toward the Soviet Union
and the United States supported Pakistan - the two leaders agreed to
hold regular summits and signed a document pledging cooperation
on everything from trade and investment to protecting the
environment.

Ciinton invited Vajpayee o Washington later this year
and said the estrangement between their nations had gone on *“far
100 long.” He embarks next on a five-city tour of Indi:. which will
take him from ancient sites such as the Taj Majal to packets of
modernity. including India’s computer software capital.

**India and America should be better friencis and
stronger partners.” Clinton said.

Despite the warm words. U.S. officials so far have failed
to persuade Indsa to roll back its development of nuclear weapons
or 10 sign the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty.

Vajpavee. however. promised to adhere 10 a voluntary
ban on nuclear tests. and to strengthen export controls aimed at
curbing the spread of weapons of mass destruction. He eagerly
embraced Clinton’s calls for restraint over Kashmur.

*‘There is no threat of any war. India is committed to
peaceful means,” he said. *“We are prepared to.discuss all problems
on the table.”

Calling the Sikh killings part of *‘a deliberate design to
foment trouble,” the prime minister asserted: *‘This policy is not
going to pay. And I hope this question will be discussed by the
president in Islamabad,” the Pakistani capital.

Clinton replied that he would bring a strong anti-
violence message to Gen. Pervez Musharraf, who toppled the
civilian government in an October coup. Clinton asserted it was not
yet clear who was responsible for the murders.

However, Indian officials said the murders bore signs of
Pakistani complicity. The attack appeared to be an attempt to force
out minonty Sikhs from Kashmir, the officials asserted. Police said
the Sikhs, largely perceived as neutral in the border conflict, had
recently been targeted by the Indian army as recruits to fight
insurgents.

According to police, gunmen wearing combat uniforms
and speaking Urdu the language common in both Kashmir and
Pakistan raided the village of Chait Singhpura Mattan late Monday
and forced residents into the street. They lined up the village's men.
then fired on them at point-blank range.

India’s Sikh population, which is centered in the northern
Punjab region, launched its own fight against the Hindu-dominated
government in the 1980s. That uprising resulted in the military's
storming of the holiest Sikh shrine and led to the assassination of
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi at the hand of her Sikh bodyguard in
1984. The separatist drive ended in the early 1990s after the
government granted Sikhs greater regional autonomy.

A senior Indian official, who asked not to be identified.
said the killings appeared to be part of a **very nave attempt to split
Hindus and Sikhs™ to the advantage of pro-Pakistani Muslims.

Chang says Taiwan will not be intimidated by threats from
China

By Michael Zielenziger

Knight Ridder Newspapers

TAIPEL Taiwan On the shabby seventh floor of a grimy
high-rise sandwiched between a noodle shop and a furniture
factory, the leading candidate to be Taiwan'’s new foreign menister
greets visitors with a hearty laugh and some harsh words.

These low-rent quarters typify a party that has never
been in power. For years, Parris Chang was the ultimate outsider,
trying to convince anyone who would listen that Taiwan's destiny
was to become independent of mainland China, despite the
insistence of both Beijing and Washington that there is only one
China, and that this thnving capitalist bastion is not it.

But now Taiwan’s outsiders are in, and while President-
elect Chen Shui-bian has tried to soft-peddle his pro-independence
views, Chang makes it clear that the Democratic Progressive Party
(DPP) will not accept Beijing's demands for reunification.
especially in the face of military threats from the mainland.

**Chen Shui-bian has taken a very conciliatory and
moderate tone," said Chang. now president of the Taiwan Institute
of Political. Economic and Strategic Studies. a think-tank for the
ascendant party. “‘He will be flexible.

**‘But he will also hold firm to his fundamental belief
that Taiwan is aiready an independent country,” Chang said. **We
don need to provoke China. but we are not Hong Kong. We will
never give up our sovereignty. We should not mislead Beijing into
thinking we have retreated from our previous positions in the face
of Chinese threats.

“*We will not be inumidated.™ he added. gravely.

Chang’s unvarnished assertion of Taiwanese
independence even after the party’s historic victory on Saturday
offers a pointed contrast to the post-election statements of his
president-elect.

Chen. the prapmatic former mayor of Taipei. has offered
to hold a *'peace summit” with Beijing at which even the question
of *‘one China” could be discussed. Some members of his party
suppested Tuesday that the DPP could even drop its long-standing
demand that this 1sland be renamed **Republic of Taiwan.”

But conversations with prominent DPP leaders such as
Chang demonstrate that the strong sentiments of the DPP’s
strongest domestic constituents native-born Taiwanese and the 20-
something generation ot voters who do not consider the mainland
home will make 1t difficult tor the new president to reach a



general with my efiforts for reform,” he said. *‘I've had requests now
from some 40 House members ... to campaign for them and I look
forward to campaigning for a number of House and Senate
candidates, particularly those who are committed to a reform
agenda.” l
John Weaver, the Texan who is political director of the
suspended McCain presidential campaign, said McCain would
“‘campaign as hard as possible for Republican candidates for the
House and Senate, for gubernatorial positions and for state
legislature seats. And he’s going to speak out on reform issues
around the country.”

McCain, who made campaign-finance reform the
centerpiece of his presidential campaign, said he would *‘love to
see both presidential candidates renounce the use of soft money.”

**Soft money” is the term used to describe unlimited
contributions that federal law permits individuals and groups to
give to political pa'nies for **party-building” activities. Using such
donations to promote an individual candidate is illegal, but the
strnicture is easy to!skirt.

Bush ax:1d Vice President Al Gore, the presumed
Democratic presidential nominee, have rejected McCain’s call for a
ban on soft money. They say that would amount to unilateral
disarmament.

McCain said Bush’s refusal to renounce soft money
would be no bar to campaigning for him.

**I demand no concessions, nor will there be
negotiations,” McCain said, though he also said, *‘My staff and his
staff have been in frequent communications.”

Weaver| said he and Bush campaign manager Joe
Allbaugh talked on the phone four times in the past week.

Weaver declined to divulge details of the conversations
but said they were"‘friendly and productive.”

Bush campaign spokeswoman Mindy Tucker said
Allbaugh declined:to be interviewed.

“Thcrel's not a laundry list of things that have to be done
or anything else, but there are issues that need to be discussed that
dont involve nego|tiau'ons. and that's what's happening.” Weaver
said. \

*“‘We have not discussed any personal issues and 1 dont
anticipate that we \'»vill," he added.

Bush spokesman McClellan said: **Senator McCain has
already indicated lllmt he does not want anything in return for his
support and we want to respect this time for him to reflect.”

Allbaugh is to meet Wednesday with a group of
Republican House/members known as the Bush Steering
Committee, which is led by Rep. Roy Blunt, R-Mo., and with Sen.
Paul Coverdell. R-Ga., Bush’s liaison to the Senate, as well as with
other senators backing the Texan.

Polister says tension between Bush, McCain threatens GOP
chances in 2000 race

By Carl P. Leubsdorf

The Dallas Morning News

WASHINGTON Republican polister Frank Luntz said
Tuesday that continuing coolness between Gov. George W. Bush
and Sen. John Mcann threatens Republican chances in the
presidential election.

**The fact that McCain has not endorsed Bush up to this
point is a real problem for the Republicans,” Luntz told reporters.
He said that. in order 1o beat Democrat Al Gore, Bush needs to
secure the suppont of two-thirds of those who voted in GOP
primaries for McCain.

Though]mOSI volers aren paying attention to the
campaign now, he said that **now is the time " for Bush to embrace
McCain in *"a bear hug,” instead of taking the position that he need
not accommodate the man he defeated in the GOP primaries. *There
15 no time in August or September” 1o take those steps. he said.

One wa'y for Bush to secure the backing of McCain's
volers is to invite the Arizona senator to be his running mate. **John
McCain does have!the ability to bring independents and
conservative Democrats into the GOP...because he is so credible.”
he added. ‘

McCaiq again ruled out that prospect on Tuesday.

Luntz said that two other potenual running mates who
could broaden support for Bush would be Ohio Rep. John Kasich.

who ran briefly foﬁ president and then backed Bush. and Tennessee
Sen. Fred Thomps?n. a McCain backer.

|

He said that the choice of Elizabeth Dole would
strengthen Bush among women voters, with whom he already does
better than most Republicans.

And he said that one potential running mate for Gore
who could shake up the election would be Connecticut Sen. Joseph
Lieberman, an orthodox Jew who the polister said might have
strong appeal to religious conservatives despite his liberal voting
record.

Luntz compared the independents and Republicans who
voted for McCain to the voters who backed Ross Perot, for whom
he worked, in the early stages of the Texan’s 1992 campaign. He
noted that Bill Clinton won that election in part because he
deliberately appealed to Perot voters at a time when aides to
President Bush were attacking the Dallas businessman.

Since the nominations were decided earlier this month,
the GOP polister said, Gore *‘is clearly and deliberately reaching
out to these people.”

That shows *‘they understand the political dynamic,” he
added.

But he said that Gore has ‘‘a credibility problem” with
McCain voters because, based on a series of post-primary focus
groups, “‘they don? like him (Gore) as a person.”

“‘Bush is closer to them ideologically,” Luntz said, *‘but
theye still bitter about the campaign that was waged.”

He suggested that an agreement could easily be worked
out in a meeting of Bush, McCain and two high-level advisers,
former GOP Chairman Haley Barbour, who backs the Texas
governor, and former Minnesota Rep. Vin Weber, a McCain
backer.

Luntz said that McCain’s personality offset Bush's
message in the primaries but that the Bush approach could still be a
winning one in November, despite economic prosperity favoring
Gore. _

*‘If Bush is effective, he will override the economic bias
in favor of the Democrats,” Luntz said. **Without that”... he could
lose the election.”

Experts: Clinton could revoke temporary custody of Elian
given to Miami family o

By David LaGesse

The Dallas Morning News

WASHINGTON After a federal judge ruled Tuesday
against relatives trying to keep a Cuban boy in Miami, attention
shifted to whether the Clinton administration would push to return
him to his father.

Miami relatives of Elian Gonzalez said they would
appeal the ruling that dismissed an asylum claim on behalif of the 6-
year-old. U.S. District Judge K. Michael Moore upheld the
admunistration’s authority to reject the claim, which was opposed by
Ehan’s Cuban father.

Legal experts said the ruling should encourage the
administration to revoke the temporary custody of Elian that it gave
to the Miami family in November.

**The Justice Department should issue an order and say
1t’s ume for the child to go back.” said Alexander Aleinikoff, a
former senior official at the Immugration and Naturalization
Service.

It would amount to the most aggressive action yet by the
administration and could speed an end to Elian's four-month
separation from his father.

Attorney General Janet Reno said she still hoped the
famly would volun:arily return Elian to the government's care.

**A federal count has considered this case and has
sustained our decision,” she said. *'It is time for this little boy. who
has been through so much. to move on with his life at his father's
side.”

The family's attorneys said they filed a notice of appeal
with 11th U.S. Circuit Count of Appeals in Atlanta.

Few observers expect the family, led by a great uncle of
Ehan. to voluntarily give up custody before exhausting any appeals.
Justice officials declined to say how they would proceed if the
family doesn cooperate, but have said before that they want to
avoid having federal officers seize Elian from relatives.

Another legal expert said he feared the Justice
Department couid decide to let the case drag through the November
election. That could help insulate Vice President Al Gore against a
tfeared backlash from conservative Cuban Americans who oppose



A similar undercount this time could cost the state more
than $1.9 billion, aides said.

High court rules that the government cannot regulate tobacco
as a drug

By David Jackson

The Dallas Morning News

WASHINGTON The Supreme Court urged tobacco
warriors to seek a political solution Tuesday, ruling that only
Congress can impose federal regulations on cigarettes.

By a 5-4 vote, the court struck down the Clinton
administration’s attempts to regulate tobacco products through a
federal agency, the Food and Drug Administration.

The court said Congress must first give the FDA explicit
authority to crack down on cigarette sales to children, an action that
tobacco critics demanded within hours of the decision.

But prospects for congressional action are uncertain at
best in a presidential election year, combatants on both sides said.

““The court’s decision underscores the clear need for the
Republicans in Congress and George W. Bush to put the interests
of people ahead of the big tobacco companies,” said Vice President
Al Gore, the Democratic nominee-in-waiting.

The Bush campaign said in a statement: *‘Congress
should pass tough laws to keep tobacco out of the hands of kids
similar to strict anti-teen smoking laws the governor advocated and
signed in Texas.”

Tobacco industry officials said they welcome discussion
of reasonable federal regulations. But they added that final
decisions will probably await a new president and Congress.

“*No one really believes anything can be done this year
there won be time,” said Peggy Roberts, director of corporate
communications for Philip Mormis.

The tobacco companies still face a variety of individual
civil lawsuits, not to mention a federal suit filed last year by the
Justice Department. But tobacco stocks closed a bit higher on Wall
Street. Philip Morris rose 38 cents to $20.31. Loews Corp. rose $2
to $47.13 and R J. Reynolds Tobacco Co. finished up 56 cents at
$17.06.

Industry critics said the Supreme Court ignored a
mountain of evidence that tobacco companies spent decades
covering up the dangers of their products. The court's refusal to
grant FDA jurisdiction, they said, exposes millions cf children to
the addictiveness of cigarettes and smokeless tobacc.

“*Now Congress has the right, the ability, and the
responsibility to do something about this public health crisis,” said
Sen. Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J.

Tobacco officials, saying they are already working to
keep kids from smoking, saluted the Supreme Court for rebuking
what some called a power grab by the Clinton administration.

**The highest court 1n the land has confirmed that a
federal agency cannot on its own go beyond its limits of authority
set by Congress,” said a statement from Brown & Williamson
Tobacco.

The court’s decision wipes out President Clinton's most
ambitious effort to curb teen smoking. Traveling in India, Chinton
also called on Congress to act.

He specifically mentioned a past Senate bill sponsored
by two Republicans, Bill Frist of Tennessee and former presidential
candidate John McCain of Arizona.

“*Nearly four million children under the age of 18 smoke
cigarettes 3,000 more start each day and 1,000 will have their lives
cut short as a result.” Clinton said in a statement.

McCain, however, called congressional action a
longshot. in part because of massive campaign contnbutions from
tobacco companies.

“‘I have to tell you I'm not optimistic that we will be able
to get that done until we have campaign finance reform.” McCain
said.

A spokeswoman for Frist said he wants to review the
Supreme Count decision before deciding how to proceed.

With the strong backing of the Clinton adrninistration.
the FDA in 1996 reversed a decades-long policy and asserted
authority over tobacco.

It insttuted a federal ban on tobacco sales 10 children
under 18. echoing laws 1n all 50 states. The FDA alsc called for
ughter restrictions on adverusing that might appeal o young
people.

The agency further required cigarette sellers to demand
photo identification from young buyers. It also restricted cigarette
vending machines to bars and other places populated only by adults.

The tobacco industry sued, asserting that the FDA
exceeded its authority. The industry won that argument before the
U.S. 4th Circuit Court of Appeals in Richmond, Va., and again
Tuesday in the Supreme Court.

Writing for the majority, Justice Sandra Day OConnor
said the court sympathized with the goals of the Food and Drug
Admunistration. But she said government agencies need explicit
permission from Congress before they can regulate such a large
segment of the economy.

The majority said Congress specifically excluded
tobacco when it passed the Food, Drug and Cosmetic Act of 1938.
It also noted that over the years, Congress has passed tobacco-
specific legislation rather than defer to executive branch agencies
such as the FDA.

The opinion further noted that the FDA is required to
ban items it deems to be dangerous or unsafe. Thus. the FDA would
be required to prohibit cigarettes if it had regulatory authority over
tobacco.

**Congress, for better or for worse. has created a distinct
regulatory scheme for tobacco products, and squarely rejected
proposals to give the FDA jurisdiction,” Justice O'Connor wrote.

Joining Justice O'Connor in the majority were Chief
Justice William Rehnquist and Justices Antonin Scalia, Anthony
Kennedy, and Clarence Thomas.

The four dissenting justices noted that in past cases the
court has generally deferred to the judgments of federal agencies.

Writing for the minority, Justice Stephen G. Breyer
pointed out that the food and drug act gave the FDA power over
items “‘intended to affect the structure or any function of the body.”
He said cigarettes qualify because of the way nicotine affects the
central nervous system. '

*“The upshot is that the Court today holds that a
regulatory statute aimed at unsafe drugs and devices does not
authorize regulation of a drug (nicotine) and a device (a cigarette)
that the Court itself finds unsafe,” Justice Breyer wrote.

Justices John Paul Stevens, David Souter and Ruth
Bader Ginsburg joined the dissent.

A variety of anti-smoking groups criticized the court’s
decision and urged Congress to respond. *It is always more
difficult in an election year. But we donY have to start from ground
zero,” said Matt Myers, president of Campaign for Tobacco Free
Kids. .

Tommy Payne, executive vice president for external
relations at R.J. Reynolds, said the industry welcomes a *‘rational
discussion™ about a *‘reasonable regulatory structure.”

**We're supportive of that and fully intend to be active
and constructive participants,” Payne said.

McCain repeats he would decline GOP vice presidential
nomination

By Richard Whittle

The Dallas Morning News

WASHINGTON Sen. John McCain reiterated Tuesday
that he would decline the Republican vice presidential nomination
if Gov. George W. Bush offered it but said he would campaign for
reform-minded GOP candidates this fall.

Speaking 1o reporters shortly after his first Senate speech
since he lost his party's presidential nomination to the Texas
governor, McCain aiso said again that he would *“support the
nominee of the Republican Party.”

A spokesman for Bush, Scott McClellan, said.
“*Governor Bush appreciates his gracious remarks and believes it
was a helpful signal to send on his first day back.”

The Arizona senator has said repeatediy that he would
back the Republican nominee and reject the second slot on the
party’s ticket. But in the wake of his March 9 withdrawal f.om the
race. there was speculation he might change his mind about being
Bush’s running mate.

McCain declined 1o discuss what form his support for
Bush mught take. He never referred to his erstwhile foe by name.
ard he said he preferred to campaign for candidates **commitied to
my agenda for reform.”

“"ltdoesn mean that they have 1o agree with evervthing.
but itd be very tmportant 1o me that they are in agreement in



Elian’s return to Cl:.|ba.

““Therecould be a political decision to wait until after
Nov. 6th, so Al Gore could still win Florida,” said David Abraham.,
a Miami Universi& law professor.

PreSIdem Clinton and other administration officials have
said they will keep politics out of the case.

But Mlamx politics has intensified the debate over Elian,
who was found Thanksgwmg Day floating on an inner tube in the
Atlantic Ocean. He survived a boat accident that drowned his
mother and others trying to escape from Cuba.

Immigration officers allowed a Miami great uncle to take
care of Elian at his home in Miami, where the boy has become a
symbol for other Cuban Americans who fled communist oppressxon
in Cuba. !

Protests'erupted on Miami streets in early January after
immigration officials ruled that Elian should be returned to his only
surviving parent, father Juan Gonzalez in Cuba.

Besides|becoming an issue in the presidential campaign,
Elian also became a cause on Capitol Hill where bills were
introduced to grant him citizenship. That effort stalled after the
court case got underway and appears unlikely to be revived.

The case also caused a split between Juan Gonzalez and
his uncle in Mlarm Lazaro Gonzalez, who has temporary custody
of Elian. Attorneys for the uncle first filed suit for custody in a state
court, but that effort was rejected by immigration officials who said
they control Elians status.

Ina 50—page ruling issued Tuesday, Moore agreed that
Congress meant to give the executive branch wide- -ranging
authority over xmrmgrauon matters.

A well| -intended lawsuit filed on behalf of and for the
benefit of Elian Gonzalez ran headlong into an equally well-
intended Attorney General - determined to see that a father’s
wishes to be reumted with his 6-year-old son be given primacy in
law and fact,” Moore wrote.

“Even this well-intended litigation has the capacity to
bring about unintended harm,” he added.

An attorney for Lazaro Gonzalez said the decision
included some good news for the Miami family. The Jjudge rejected
government argumelnls that courts can review immigration matters,
and said the relatives had a right to sue on behalf of Elian.

“*We're very pleased with two-thirds of the decision
today,” said Spencer Eig. one of a team of attorneys working on
behalf of the Miami family.

Winning the right to represent Elian gave the family
hope that their case would be accepted by an appellate court, the
attorney said. !

But the Judge also strengthened the impact of his ruling
by not making it on techmcal issues, such as the legal standing of
the relatives, legal experts said.

“This is probably the best outcome possible for the
government,” said David Martin. a University of Virginia law
professor and former attorney at the immigration service.

The Miarlnj attorneys also could ask Moore to delay
enforcement of his order If he did. he also would likely forestall
any action by govemmem attorneys to reclaim custody of Elian,
experts said.

But the Judge is unlikely to stall his own order, they said.

The appeals process could be given added urgency if the
government moves to regain custody of Elian. Martin said.

The fanuly would need the protection of the appellate
court to stall a govemmem order to turn over the boy, he said.

**Now may be the most auspicious time for the Justice
Department to force1a resolution to this matter,” Martin said.

END
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March 29, 2000

|
| R Mok —
The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States .//@
The White House ; y

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Wa.sli:ington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

1t is our understanding that the Department of Justice may soon attempt to
forcibly remove Blian Gonzalez fram his Miami hame and returmn him to comInunist
Cuba. As this is a matter of urgency, we request that you immediately instruct Attarney
General Reno to not take such action. '

| We continue to demand that you instruct the Attorney General to abide by your
Administration’s ariginal position that the Floridu family court shauld decide what is in
the best interest of Elian. At a minimum, the proceedings before the faderal courts
should be allowed to mn their conrse. The judicial process is the best way for
detelrmining what is in the best interest of this child, juat as the courts are called upon
thovsands of times each day to make the same determination far other children.
Nevertheless, the Depaﬂnfent is threatening this remaval action while Elian’s case is
pending before the caurty, attempting to short-circuit the appeals process undermining
fundamental procedural rights protected by our Constitution.

The Department of Justice, above all agencies within the executive branch, should
respect the rule of law. While the United States Distriet Court in Miami has ruled in
favor of the Department, this decision is now before the federal appellate courts. In fact,
in en unnaual move, the 11" Circnit Court of Appeals has agreed to review Elian’s case
on an expedited schedule. It is critically necessary for Aftorney General Reno to allow

tbjs| {mportant matter to receive full judicial review.
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We have attached to this letter a chronalogy of judicial decisions and Justice
Department actions in this case. These facts demanstrate the Department’s unwillingness
to defer to the judgments of the couxts in deciding what is best for Elian. ' This practice
must end.:

We uppreciate your prompt attention o this time gensitive issue.

Respectfully yours,

|
The Hon. Dick A:me)/-

A 2N

The Hon. Tom Delay e Hon. J.C. Watts

!
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Goanzalez Case: Procedural History

1) On December 1, 1999, after legally paroling Elian Gonzalez into the United States
and placing him in the care of his great uncle, Lazaro Gonzaloz, the Immigration and
Nahiralization Service (INS), pursuant to law and established policy and procedure,
dzclareld that the issue of the legal custody of Elian Gonzalez must be decided by the
Florida Family Court. Tt further stated that Elian would remain in the United States until
the Flo|ridn Family Court resolved the issue of his custody.

2) Previously, on December 10, 1998, INS had issued new guidelines in order for
children ta be able to file claims for political asylum in the U.S. The new INS guidelines
stated that asylum procedures for children must recognize that children under the age of
18 may expericnce persecution differently from adults. The guidelines slso established
more child-sensitive procedures to help INS asylum afficers interact mare meaningfully
with children. Based on INS guidelines and existing law and pracedure, Elian's attorneys
filed a: petition for political asylum for Elian. The petition was returmed by the INS 1o
Elian without an interview ar consideration of the merits of said petition.

| _
3) Pursuant to established law, policy and procedure, as well as to the above-
refereniced INS declaration of December 1, 1999, Lazaro Gonzalez, Blian's great uncle,
obrained an order on January 10, 2000 from the Florida Circuit Court for the Eleventh
Judicigl Circuit. grenting him temporary custody of Elian Gonzalez and prohibiting the
removal of Elian from Miami-Dade County unti! the issue of his custody was
permanently resolved by the Florida Family Court.

|

4) After the gtate court ruling of January 10, 2000 granting Lazaro Gonzulez
temporary custody of Elian, & second petition for political asylum tor Elian was filed on
his behalf by his great uncle Lazaro Gongzalez, INS refused to accept the second petition.
INS has consistently espoused the rationale that "only the father can speak for Elian,"
even fthough INS' own guidelines da not impose this requirement, and as noted above,
INS guidelines recognize that petitions for asylum from children may be appropriate.

l

S), Pespite the INS declaration of December 1, 1993, recognizing that the Florida
Family Court must decide the issue of Elian's custody, and despite the well-established
principle of American jurisprudence that custody disputes are clearly within the realin of
the state courts, as well as the requirement of the 10th Amendment to the United States
Constitution that the powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution nor
prohibited by it to the States are reserved to the states, Attorncy General Reno stated, in a
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letter sex:u on January 12, 2000 to Elion's attorneys, that she refuse 1o abide by the state
court order, and that INS' custady decisions, "may be challenged, if at all, only in Federal
court". She further stated that "we are prepared to litigate in that forum" (federal court).
6) Accordingly, Lazaro Gonzalez, on behalf of Elian, filed an actian tn the United
States Court for the Southern District of Florida seeking to force the INS to follow its

own guidelines and grant Elian a hearing for political asylum.

7) The Court set a hearing for March 9, 2000 on the issue of whether it had
jurisdi¢tion to hear the lawsuit filed on behalf of Elian by Lazaro Gonzalez.

8) Subsequent to the hearing the Court ruled, on March 16, 2000, that it did have
jurisdiction, that the plaintiffs have legal standing to sue on Elian's behalf and, without
holding either a trial or even a hearing on a rootion for summary judgment, the Court
ruled against Elian on the merits of the complaint. The Federal Court left intact the State
Court Order granting Lezaro Gonzalez temporary custody of Elian, however, and
supported "the state eowrt's conclusion that Lazaro ie a proper next friend in the instunt
case".

|

9) Immediately, Elian's lawyers filed a notice of intent to appeal the case as authorized

by law, ‘to the 11th Circuit Court of Appeals in Atlanta.

10) Acting as both judge and party in the pending legal case, the Justice Department
demanded, on March 23, 2000, in a written ultimatum to Elian's aitorneys, that they
radically sharten the time allowed them by law in order to file their appsllate arguments,
and that they submit to various other conditions sought to be imposed arbitrazily by the
Justice Department.

I8} F|_.1izm's attomneys proceeded to ask the Appellate Court to expedite the pracedure in
this case, and the Court, on March 27th, issued an expedited timetable for the
presen'téﬁon of legal documents, and scheduled oral arguments for May 8, 2000,

12) On March 27, the Justice Department in effect rejected the Appellate Court's
timetable by stating that it would revoke Elian's parole in the United States, with the
possiblé intention of sending Elian back fo Cagtro's Cuba within days.

In summary, the Justice Department, which declured through the INS en December 1,
1999, that, as required by law, Elian's custody wonld have to be decided by Flonda
Family |Court, tefused to obey s Florida Family Court order that stands to this day
granting temporary custody of Elian to his great-uncle and prohibiting Elian from being
removed from the area of jurisdiction of the state court; insisted on litigating the matter
only in the federal courts, thus forcing Elian's lawyers to file suit in federal court; refuged
to respect the time-frame set by law for the federal eppesl, and refused as well to obey the
time-frame set by the federal appellate court itself when the Court agreed to expedite
Elian's appeal and scheduled oral arguments for May 8, 2000.

i

PAGE 5



| ——————

W (z02) 2253-0R0OD

_FILE No. 313 03/2?19 100 22:13 [D:LANIERFAXES00

t - -

. Beauis Hastect
A ourteentl éﬂimri:tl

Alllivois
|
| Mtfice of the Bpeaker
Anited States House of Represeutaiibies
Haaslirgtaon, O¢ za515
FAX COVER LETTER

ATTENTION: Céa“-

FROM: Policy Office Staft

— | Ralph Hellmann : . ‘Chris Scheve
j| Bill Inglee __ Tim Kuth

e : Amy Jensen __ Katherine Kless
____ ' David Thompson ___ Christin Commings

, Bill Hughes/ / Jonathan Moore
I

DATE___, ﬁ 29
1

FAX NUMBER: ’/ Y5& &220

TOTAL NUMBER OF PAGES (Tnchuding Cover): .:s

e W Sy 7’{;5' EvennigS

| /NS IpE Male

!
|

This messuge is intended only for the use of the individunl or entity to which it is addvesses and may
cantain information that is privileged und confideatial. Any dissemination, disitibution ar capying of this
communication is stricdy prahibited unless otherwise indicated. TF there arc any problems with this fax
lrumr‘nissiun. plcase contact (202) 225-0510. Thauk you.

PRGE 1



iR JY oo L J T e et &
!

- GARYN\RYN00.423

. ) /2_7' /h
e e S, 2 3/

—= IN THE SENATE @WITED STATES “n )
T'Ffji (msel'g Mr MacK/ aved M, "4;‘4”}3 Qrq

r. SMITH of New Hampshireyintroduced the following bill; which was read $hke £irsf-time,
o 1 peerret-tych o

~
\—-—’I

-~

|

A BILL
For the relief of Elian Gonzalez and other family members.
1 Be 1t enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS FOR ELIAN

GONZALEZ AND OTHER FAMILY MEMBERS.

2

3

4

5 (2) GRANT OF PERMANENT RESIDENCE STATUS.—
6 Notwithstanding the Immigration and Nationality Act, or
7 any other provision of law-—

8 (1) Elian Gongzalez and the family members
9 specified in subsection (b) are declared to be aliens

10 ~ lawfully adimitted for permanent vesidence in the
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S.L.C.
2

United States as of the date of the enactment of this

Act; and

(2) the provisions of section 101(a)(13)(C)(ii)
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(13)(C)(ii)) shall not apply to Elian Gon-

zalez or any other family member specified in sab-

section (b), and neither he nor any sueh family
member shall be regarded as seeking an admission
into the United States for purposes of the immigra-
tion laws, if any ,.:such alien is absent from the
United States for ’.any period by reason of having
traveled to Cuba. |

(b) OTHER FamiLY :MEMBERS CoverED.—The fam-

14 | ily members referred to in subsection (2) are the following:

|

Elian Gonzale:z

Juan Miguei Gonzalez
Nelsy Carmenate
Jianny Gonzalez
Mariela Quintana

Raquel Roériguez
Juan Gonzalez

M. oo da
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L
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R
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| CUBAN BOY
March 6, 2000

CONTEXT: Today’s Miami Herald reports that Fidel Castro has accused Lazaro Gonzalez,
the great uncle with whom Elian presently resides, of sexually molesting young children while
he was'a physical education teacher in Cuba. INS has looked into information provided by
the Government of Cuba, which contained no supporting facts, and has preliminarily
determined that it has no bearing on the present placement of the child.

|
The February 22 hearing in federal court was postponed until March 9 because the judge
handling the case suffered a stroke. The expulsion of a Cuban diplomat in connection with
charges of espionage by a Miami INS official has raised questions about the involvement of .
the INS official in the Elian case. While INS cannot say definitively that he had no access to
files in the case, he played no role whatsoever in any of the decisions made in the matter. The
PNG ‘d Cuban diplomat met with Elian’s grandmothers during their U.S. visit. The Cuban
newspaper Granma suggested that the ordered expulsion was a diversionary tactic just days
before ?Ize first scheduled hearing in the Gonzalez case. The State Department dismissed the
allegation as nonsense.

On Febfruary 18, the INS replied to a letter from Juan Gonzalez, Elian’s father, in which he
asked INS to transfer custody of the child to a different uncle in Miami while awaiting his
son’s return. In subsequent letters, Elian’s father expressed concern regarding the great
uncles’ alcohol consumption and two cousins’ criminal records, argued that the U.S. has not
complied with international law and practice, rejected the jurisdiction of the Florida court,
criticized dilatory tactics by the Miami relatives, and demanded the child’s immediate return.
INS determined that the great uncle’s home where Elian presently stays is adequate for his
temporary care while a federal court reviews the INS decision, and that it would be inadvisable
to move the child to a new and unfamiliar environment. Mr. Gonzalez responded in writing,
criticizing the INS refusal to transfer the child to a different uncle and renewing his request in
stronge:r language.

Legislaltion to confer citizenship on the boy is pending in both houses of Congress. Action by
Congress to confer citizenship or residency on the child would effectively divest

INS of jurisdiction over the matter, leaving a Florida state court to resolve a custody case filed
by the boy’s great uncle against the boy’s father in Cuba. A hearing on the Elian case took
place on March 1 before the Senate Judiciary Committee. No Administration witnesses
participated.

What ijs the INS decision in the Elian Gonzalez case? Do you support it?

e [NS determined that Elian’s father, Juan Gonzalez, has sole authority to speak on his son’s
beh:alf regarding his immigration status in this case. Mr. Gonzalez has asked that his son be
returned to Cuba.



. INS“| very carefully assessed the law and the facts. We believe they handled this case in the
appyopriate manner and we support their decision.

|
|[IF ASKED] What’s your reaction to Castro’s allegation that the child’s great uncle,
Lazaro Gonzalez, sexually molested his young students in Cuba? Is INS investigating?

e That’s just not something we would be able to comment on.

e |[IF PRESSED] I would direct you to INS for further information.

What’s'your stance on legislation to confer citizenship or permanent resident status on
Elian G\onzalez? Will you veto?

o As tlhe President has said, we hope the challenge to the INS decision will be resolved in
court, not in the Congress, and strongly oppose legislation to confer citizenship on the child.

|
e As the President has said, we have not made a decision on a veto, but-would not rule it out.

'
1

What’s your reaction to the delays in the federal case?

o Justite is handling this case as expeditiously as possible. Unfortunately, there has been an
unavoidable delay, but Justice is doing all they can to ensure a fair and expeditious outcome.

Was the Miami INS official who has been accused of spying involved in the Elian Gonzalez
case? |
f

e He had no role whatsoever in any of the decisions made in the Elian Gonzalez case. 1’d refer
you to INS for more information. '
|

.
[IF ASKED] Is there any connection between the Cuban diplomat who has been expelled
and the Elian Gonzalez case?

|

* Any questions on the Cuban diplomat should be directed to State.

f
What’s your reaction to the INS refusal of Elian’s father’s request to transfer custody of

the child from the current Miami relatives to his great uncle, Manolo Gonzalez?

e INS is committed to resolving this matter as quickly as possible. The child’s placement with
his great uncle is only temporary while a federal court reviews the INS decision. After

careful consideration, INS decided that it would be inadvisable to move the child to a new
)



und;unfamiliar environment after the trauma he has already suffered. 1 would direct you to
them for further information.

|
What about Elian’s father’s contention that the U.S. has failed to comply with international
law and practice by not returning the child to his father?

e Thellustice Department is working hard to defend in federal court its decision to reunite the
child with his father. Since litigation is pending, | cannot comment further.

The father has also requested that Cuban government officials be allowed consular access
to the child. Will the U.S. grant this request?
|

e INS and the State Department are looking at it.

What’s your reaction to the great uncle’s drunk driving record and the criminal
convictions of Elian’s Miami cousins?

e | have no comment. This a matter for INS and the Justice Department, and [ refer you to
them.
|
|

[IF ASKED] What’s your reaction to Sister Jean O’Laughlin’s statements that, based on
what she observed, she now feels that Elian should not be returned to his father in Cuba?

|
e Everyone involved in this matter appreciates the role that Sister Jean O’Laughlin played in
hosti‘ng the meeting between the grandmothers and their grandson.

What is'the next step in this case? What happens next in the federal lawsuit filed by
attorneylfs for Elian’s great uncle?

i
e Thisis a matter for the Justice Department to handle, and in keeping with normal policy, we
cannot comment on pending litigation.

|
Docs the White House support the Attorney General’s and Elian’s father’s view that the
Florida state court does not have jurisdiction over the boy?

e As we have said before, this matter is appropriately in the hands of the INS and the
Department of Justice.



Were the political implications of the decision discussed at the senior levels?

| . . : :

e White House officials did not seek to, nor did they, influence the outcome of the INS
decision, which, let me reiterate, was made solely by the responsible authorities following the
law and INS rules and procedures. But we want to see it carried out.
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H.CON. RES 240

Sponsor: Rep Rangel, Charles B. (introduced 1/24/2000)

Related Bills: S.CON.RES.79 .

Latest Major Action: 1/24/2000 Referred to House committee

Title: Expressing the sense of Congress that Elian Gonzalez should be reumted WIth hlS father Juan
Gonzalez of Cuba. .- .

TITLE(S) (ztaltcs indicate a title for a portzon of a brll) _ o . ‘

. POPULAR TlTLE(S)
. Elian Gonzalez bill* (identified by CRS)

. OFFIC]AL TITLE AS INTRODUCED: '
Expressing the sense of Congress that Elian Gonzalez should be reunited w1th his father Juan
Gonz|alez of Cuba. .;'_,,ir
'\.?'f—:"-*-r

STATUS" ( color indicates S'ém}. te a ctlons)

1/24/2000
: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.

COMMITTEE(S):
Committee/Subcommittee: Activity:
House Judiciary Referral

RELATED BILL DETAILS: (addrtlonal related bills may be mdentlﬁed n Status)

Bill: Relationship:
S.CON.RES.79 Identical bill identified by CRS
l
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Rep Abercrombie, Neil - 1/27/2000
Rep Baird,, Brian - 1/31/2000

Rep Becerta, Xavier - 1/31/2000

Rep Boehlert, Sherwood L. - 1/31/2000
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Rep Baca, Joe - 1/31/2000
Rep Barrett, Thomas M. - 1/27/2000

Rep Bishop, Sanford D. Jr. - 1/31/2000
Rep Bonior, David E. - 1/27/2000

Rep Carson, Julia - 1/27/2000 Rep Christensen, Donna MC - 1/31/2000
Rep Clay, William (Bill) - 2/1/2000 Rep Coyne, William J. - 2/1/2000

Rep Cumn{ings, Elijah E. - 1/31/2000  Rep Dingell, John D. - 1/31/2000

Rep Ewing, Thomas W. - 1/27/2000 Rep Farr, Sam - 2/1/2000

Rep Frank, Barney - 1/24/2000 Rep Hinchey, Maurice D. - 1/24/2000
Rep Hoeffél, Joseph M. - 1/31/2000 Rep Jackson, Jesse L., Jr. - 1/27/2000
Rep Jackson-Lee, Sheila - 1/27/2000 Rep Jefferson, William J. - 1/31/2000
Rep Jones, Stephanie Tubbs - 1/31/2000 Rep Kanjorski, Paul E. - 1/31/2000

Rep Kilpat?rick, Carolyn C. - 1/31/2000 Rep Kleczka, Gerald D. - 2/1/2000

Rep LaFalée, John J. - 1/27/2000 Rep LaHood, Ray - 1/24/2000

Rep Largent, Steve - 1/27/2000 Rep Lee, Barbara - 1/24/2000

Rep McDermott, Jim - 1/24/2000 Rep McGovern, James P. - 1/24/2000
Rep McNLflty, Michael R. - 1/31/2000  Rep Meeks, Gregory W. - 1/24/2000
Rep Miller, George - 1/24/2000 Rep Moukley, John Joseph - 1/24/2000
Rep Nadlef, Jerrold - 1/31/2000 Rep Oberstar, James L. - 1/27/2000
Rep Olver, John W. - 2/1/2000 Rep Pascrell, Bill, Jr. - 1/31/2000

Rep Pelost, Nancy - 1/31/2000 Rep Rodriguez, Ciro - 1/27/2000

Rep Roemer, Tim - 1/27/2000 Rep Sabo, Martin Olav - 1/27/2000
Rep Sande’rs, Bernard - 1/31/2000 Rep Schakowsky, Janice D. - 1/27/2000
Rep Serrano, Jose E. - 1/24/2000 Rep Slaughter, Louise Mclntosh - 1/31/2000
Rep Stark,:Formey Pete - 1/31/2000 Rep Stenholm, Charles W. - 2/1/2000
Rep Vitter; David - 1/27/2000 Rep Waters, Maxine - 1/27/2000

Rep Weiner, Anthony D. - 1/27/2000  Rep Wynn, Albert Russell - 1/27/2000
MOST RECENT SUMMARY:

20f2

1/24/2000-;Introduced.

Declares the sense of the Congress that: (1) Congress should not interfere with normal immigration
ploceedmgs by taking any legislative measures designed to delay the reunification of Elian and Juan
Gonzalez; and (2) the Immigration and Naturalization Service should proceed with its original decision
to return Elian Gonzalez to his father, Juan Gonzalez, in Cuba, and take all necessary steps to reunify
Elian Gonzalez with his father as soon as possible.
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TITLE(S):

(italics indicate a title for a portion of a bill)
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Elian

« OFFI

Gonzalez bill (identified by CRS)
CIAL TITLE AS INTRODUCED:

A concurrent resolution expressing the sense of Congress that Elian Gonzalez should be reunited

with

his father, Juan Gonzalez of Cuba.

STATUS:
1/26/2000:

Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. (text of measure as introduced: CR S100)

COMMITTEE(S):
Committee/Subcommittee: Activity:
Senate Judiciary Referral
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Declares the sense of the Congress that: (1) Congress should not interfere with normal immigration
proceedingg by taking any legislative measures designed to delay the reunification of Elian and Juan
Gonzalez; zjnd (2) the Immigration and Naturalization Service should proceed with its original decision
to return Elfan Gonzalez to his father, Juan Gonzalez, in Cuba, and take all necessary steps to reunify
Elian Gonzalez with his father as soon as possible.
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‘near her old home i
‘she’s to talk about “
House.”

Waukegan Ill., where

honoring “The Most Influential African . .~ -
Americans of Lake County.” - -

- The city of Waukegan, some local -
organizations and the People’s Voice, a

community newspaper and the key sponsor, are -

to pay tribute to Currie, called a “living
legend,” in a People]s Voice press release. This
is believed to be her first major speech in quite
some time, since she was called before a grand
jury to testify-about|Clinton’s relationship with
former intern Moni¢a S. Lewinsky.

The event drew a note from Clinton, who
sent “Warm greetings to everyone gathered in
Waukegan” and said he was “delighted to
extend special congratulatlons to my dear
friend Betty Currie.”

“I thank Betty Currie and all of thls year’s
honorees for their many contributions to the
life of our nation,” Clinton’s message said. And
“Hillary joins me in sending best wishes for a
wonderful event.” |

A “Typical Day a{ the White House?” Hmmm

. Potentially an extremely interesting talk.
But sources close tg Currie are certain it will
not be about those typical days.

Matalin-Carville, tne Sequel

’ Panama Canal Transfer :
s - - Theidea, our invite says, is to look at“ more o
. évidence on how and why the canal must be"

“Typical Day in the Whlte 2

The 1992 election produced the unlikely
- pairing of Clinton strategist James Carville and

President Bush campaign senior staffer Mary
Matalin, who later married. Now the 2000
campaign may produce another odd couple,
though not in the sgme romantic sense.

Spotted Sunday night at the only hot
restaurant in New Hampshire, Richard’s Bistro
in Manchester, where all the press and pols
dine, seated at the yery same table were Al Gore
campaign manager Donna Brazile and Bush
campaign semor st ateg)st Karl Rove chatting

Unclear if Rove and Brazile are becoming
pals, but we hear they did sign little note cards
for each other with|something about becoming
the next Carville and Matalin.

Is Panama Canal Like a Root Canal?

Clear your calendars! Rep. Helen
Chenoweth-Hage (R-Idaho) is holding a
“congressional briefing” this afternoon to try to
find a “Legislative Remedy for the Illegal

reclaimed.” Chenoweth says that “two key.

, experts will be present to discuss this critical -

issue.” One is retired Army Lt. Gen. _Gordon

"Suminer, former chairman of the'

Inter-American Defense Board, and the nther
“key expert”is John F. McManus, pre31dent of

the John Birch Society..

Maybe justa wee bit, late?
Not Disinterested, Not |nterested

Hard'to find someone who hasn’t taken sides
in the Elian Gonzalez situation. Chicago lawyer

" Jeffery M. Leving, who filed a brief with the

Immigration and Naturalization Service
advocating Elian’s return to Cuba, thought
bitter litigation was not the way to go.

'So Leving, an attorney for the American
Coalition for Fathers & Children, sought help

- from former president Jimmy Carter.

“Any legal outcome not reached by a
mediated agreement of the parties may likely
lead to civil unrest,” Leving wrote Carter on
Jan. 25. “A mediated outcome could avoid such
a disastrous conclusion,” Leving suggested,
and Carter’s reputation as a mediator would
make him a perfect candidate. So would he do
it?

Sorry, Carter wrote back in a handwritten

" note on Leving’s letter. “I am totally and

publicly in favor of the boy being returned to
his father in Cuba, so I lack the neutrality
expected of a mediator. Best Wishes, Jimmy C.”

White House Takeout

Times sure have changed. Denver Mayor
Wellington Webb, introducing Clinton to some
300 mayors and aides in the White House East
Room on Friday, noted that mayors were not
regularly invited to the White House before
Clinton’s presidency.

The invites are now so frequent, Webb
observed, that “it is no longer fashionable to
take every 1tem with a White House emblem on
it.”

Slavet Taking Over Merit Systems Board

Ben L. Erdreich, the former Democratic
representative from Alabama who’s been
chairman of the Merit Systems Protection
Board since 1993, is leaving next month at the
end of his term to practice law here and back
home with a Birmingham-based firm. Vice
Chair Beth S. Slavet will take over as acting
chairman on Erdreich’s departure.

Segal Exercises Handgun Control

Phyllis Segal, former Massachusetts deputy
attorney general, longtime major player at the
National Organization for Women and most
recently chair of the Federal Labor Relations
Authority, is the new chair of Handgun
Control.

AmeriCorps.

Paid tor by the AmeriCorps Anniversary Committee, a priva
and the ADM Foundation. The Committee is-not affiliatec
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LRM ID: LIM72

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT
OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET
Washington, D.C. 20503-0001
Thursday, January 27, 2000

LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL MEMORANDUM

TO: y gtive Liaégn %:’er«- See Distribution below
FROM: ichard E. Green @df) Assistant Director for Leglslative Reference
OMB CONTACT: Lisa J. Macecevic
E-Mail: Lisa_J._Macecevic@omb.sop.gov
PHONE: (202)395-1092 FAX: (202)395-3109
SUBJECT] STATE Report on Elian Gonzales

DEADLINE: Noon Friday, January 28, zoog>

In accordance with OMB Circular A-19, OMB requests the views of your agency on the above subject
before adyising on Its relationship to the program of the President. Please advise us if this item will
affaect direct spending or receipts for purposes of the "Pay-As-You-Go" provisions of Title Xlll of
the Omnibus Budget Reconciliation Act of 1990.

—

cOMMENTS: Please send any comments on the attached letter concerning
Elian Gonzales. by NOON TOMORROW so the letter may be transmitted to
Congress TOMORROW.

Thank you.

DISTRIBUTION LIST ]

AGENCIES:
61-JUSTICE - Robert Raben - (202) 514-2141
52-HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES - Sondra S. Wallace - (202) 690-7760

EOP:

irene Bueno

Wendy L| Patten
Maria Echaveste
Steven M. Mertens
David J. Haun
Kenneth L. Schwartz
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Elizabeth Gpre
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Mary B. DeRosa
Rodney G. Bent
Robert D. Kyle
Alexander $. Keenan
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LRM ID: LJM72 SUBJECT: STATE Reporton Elian Gonzales

RESPONSE TO
LEGISLATIVE REFERRAL
MEMORANDUM

If your resppnge to this raquest for views is short (e.g., concur/no comment), we prefer that you respond by
e-mail or by faxing us this response sheet. If the response Is short and you prefer to call, please call the
branch-wide line shown below (NOT the analyst's line) to leave a massage with a legislative assistant.

You may also respond by:
(1) calling the analyst/attorney’s direct line (you will be connectad to volce mail if the analyst does

not answer); or
(2)lsending us a memo or letter
Please include the LRM number shown above, and the subject shown below.

TO: " Lisa J. Macacevic Phone: 395-1092 Fax: 395-3109

Office of Management and Budget
Branch-Wide Line (to reach legislative assistant): 395-3454

FROM: (Data)

(Name)

{(Agency)

{Telephone)

The following is the rasponse of our agency to your raquest for views on the above-captioned subject:
| Concur

_ | No Objection

| . No Comment

See proposed edits on pages

Other: _.

_ FAX RETURN of

pages, attached to this response sheet
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United States Department of State

D R A F T Washingron. p.C. 20520

Lm writing t© pring Lo Your attention the implications for
nt of grate’s

 operations. and specifically the Departmel .
to successfully pursue pending and future lnternatxonal
1 child apduction cases; should Elian Gonzales protons not

be retyrned to his father’s custody and nis place of hapitual

rlier this vaek, I.provided a declaration to the

ent of Justice in support of the decision made b
sioner of the Immigration and Naturalization cervice (INS).
and rarified by the attorney General, that Elian Gonzalez Brotons
chould be returned +to his father in Cupa. I did so because the

Depar-ment of State wguld expact 2 foraign govarnment to make the

dacision with respect 1O an Amexican child 1n similar
stances. The INS decision {s consistent with the
princéples that the Départment of Skate would seak TO have
followad in such cases- Failure tO jimplement the INS decisicn
, seriouslyY prejuaice the ability of the Upited States
Goveynment to nalp pakents in the United states recover their

children'taken to foreign countries.

The State Department’s office of children's 1S3ues in the

4 of Consuldr affairs serves as the United gtates Central
authprity yndexr the Hague convention oD t+he civi Aspects of . -
Int—rnational Child Abductien (the "Hague Convenﬁion"). It is
resgonsible for cooperating with the Central authorities in other
countries to rsecure the prempt ceturn of childs n'| ©o their
place of habitual residence under the Hague COnVe fion when they

s baen “urongfullyiremoved... or retained’ by one parent, and
bchieve the other @bjectives of the Hague€ Con ention-

the role of consular officers in protecting childgen is
racognized in the 1963 Vienna Convention OOl Consulir Relations
(“VICCR" } which largely codified cus?omaﬂy interﬂaéional law and
whilch now, With aver 160 countries 2 parties, s%té'forth vell-
established and generally recognized priaciples- Article 5(h) of
the VCCR specificallylprovides that censular funétions include,
ngafeguazrding . - - the interestS of\minozs and ther persons
lacking full capacityluho are nationals of the S Aing state,

P2 ticularly where any guardianship ox trusteeshilp js required
wikh raespect TO such persons.”

_rae rights of parents are also recognized i cernationally
g been 2 centz§l_p:emise of our work o 0t
’Iﬁﬁﬁs“a“bgﬁ¥95? ec £ ne
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rravel PY minér U.S- citizen children ls'governed, undgr
pepartment of State regulations and practice. by the wishes of
their parents-

United states is at the forafront in the provision of
gervices O jts citizens and in 1ts advocacy ©on penalf
of parents seeking the roturn of thaeir childrer- pecause other
countrips serukinize OuUr practices. our cradibility and
effactiveness depend upoR our ability t° adhere Lo the principles
gse. If the united states fails to act in accordance with
such principles, W& jeopardize our ability te jpsist on adherence

- py otbherl countrles. Cons;stenby paetween prinC1ples and practice
is par jcularly jmportant in matters of foreign relations, where

The
consula

enforcement of xights S° often depends upoD recrprocity,

diple Ltic pressure and negotiaticns, and cooperation- Over the
years, hundreds of children have been returned TO their parents
in th uynited Sstates pecause other countries have peen willing to

respegt pasic principles of internaticnal 1aw and custTom and,
-pplicable, relevant treaty obligations-

en a yound child is found ip a foreign country, the
accepked internaticnal practice is to attempt t° identity the
rq parent of parent(s), and to retwrnh the child to that
persan whenever possible, often through the assistance of
consylar officials representing the child’s country of origin:
were |2 U-S- citizen minor child found in a foreign country in the
circyumstances of Elian'Gonzalez protons, W€ would expect the
guve oment of thalt country ipmediately Lo seek the child’s
surviving parent, if anys and TO contact U.S. consular officials
for assistance in doing sS° ;£ necesSary. we would then expect
government pzomptly vo return rhe child t° the parent, unless
parent expressly asked that other arrangements pe made. We
would ensure +hat the foreign government was aware of the
parent”s wishes and would not expect ou* representations in that
regard to be questioned. We would not expect the surviving
parent to have O participate in a forelgn court’s custody
pro ecdings to establish his ©F her right te assurme
r35ponsibility for the child., We uould object strongly if a
foreiqn qovernment declined TO return an American child to its
y surviving parent pecause other relatives sought custody of
child er pacause of 23 judgment that the child wyould pe bettel
in the country in which the child was gound. We also would
rake vigorous excaption to 2 foreign government or court that
~ sought to substitute its vieV of the “best interests of the
<hild” for these expressed by @ parent, absent 2 previous finding
tnat the parent was unfit.

the world,
,prgrpiqil,nﬁpecx
Tdren‘iare teken

Vit e
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make sunch requests 8
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inveolve
impozta

United
will be diminished. second,

consider the possibili

our fai
such authorities raturn
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1€ the INS decision is not upheld, oyr ability TO
uccessfully in the furure will surely be

s appesl to the foreign country

£ the laft—behind parent and the

lationship?’ the ability of the

3, Firste such request
4 to respect tha rights o

nce cf the paxent—child re
states to appeal to these considerations with credibility

foreign authorities will have o
ty that their own countrymen will remember
is father and react negatively if

jure to retuzrn Elian to h
a left*behind parent in the

a child to

united states.

foreig
perceived as a decision tnat the fundamental P

relationship can be ignored, sven whe
unfitaess- A decision bas
year—4
returning E1L
right
retcur]

that
childl. A decigsion M

could encourage the ms
and their acceptance bY foreig

not I
that

2| failure to enforce the

inconsfistent wit
potentially lasting negative 1

in the United Sta

INS decision would also be

n the principles we advocate and could have
mplications for 1 eft-behind parents
+tes and for U.S. citizen children raken to

glian to his father would be
arent-child

re there is no evidence of
ed on the « jndependent” views of 3 Six~
hld child would also be 2 dangerous precedent.- Finally, pot
an to his father could be perceived as endorsing the
tzy in which a child 1s found to refuse to

1 residence pased on & judgment
rhe habitual residence 18 not 2 desirable place to raise 2
ot to returh Elian conzalez Brotons to Cubz
king of such arguments by abducting parents
n authorities-

n countries. Not returning

of the coun
n the child to his habitua

¢ information will be of use O you. FPlease do

I hope thi
y further information

yesitate TO contact me {f thera is an
1 can provide to you.

sincerely:’

Mazy A- Ryan

Assistant Secretary for Consular Affaifs
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Congress of the TUnited States
THashington, BL 20515

January 31, 2000

“We conclude that it would be unconstitutional, contrary to U.S.
igration law and congressional rules, and a serious interference in

the parent-child relationship for Congress to grant Elian citizenship

wit

Dear

out the consent Of his father. 7 Law professors’ legal opinion, attached

Colleague:

Attached please find a copy of a legal oplmon written by professors who teach

constitutional, famlly, immigration, and human rights law at major law schools throughout the
United States, about the issues raised by the Mack-McCollum bills to impose citizenship on

" Ehan

Gonz

Gonzal_ez ‘These arguments also apply to any effort to impose resident status.

Before you vote on any citizenship or permanent residency legislation for Elidn
dlez, we urge you to carefully review these compelling legal arguments and the conclusion

that the law requires early reunification of Elidn with his father. The professors‘confirm: -

const

wisl

fam

AV

itutibnally z_i_nd'legally what we all know is the right thing to do --- return Elian to his father. .

" With thanks for your consideration and best wishes, we are

.

osé E. Serrano Brian P. Bilbray

Sincerely,

#nber of Congre% Member of Congress
/ /
/ g
m Roemer
Member of Congress

hes of his father...is unprecedented and would involve Congress in
ily matters that are traditionally protected from government
1sion. ”’ . Ibid.

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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YALE LAW SCHOOL
"PO. Box 208215

New Haven, Connecticut 065208215

January 27, 2000

The Honorable José Serrano

Unite
Wash

Dear

citizel
consty

~ enshr
Brang
. of fan

- a fath
E speak|
" mattef
uncon
interfq
conse

1. 1

d States House of Representatives
ington, DC 20515

Cong. Serrrano:

You have requested a legal opinion regarding proposed legislation that would grant

nship to Elian Gonzilez, the six year old Cuban boy. We teach in the fields of -

itutional, family, immigration, and human rights law, and respectfully offer thls response
As we explain below, respect for family integrity is a basic principle of U.S. law,’

ned in-our Constitution, statutes, and regulations. The Supreme Court, the Executive -

h and the Congress have all emphasized the importance of parental:rights, the importance

nily reunification, and the right of parents to choose where a child will live and his

hship. Leglslatlon granting a six year old child: cmzenshlp, against: the wishes of his father,

er whom the Immlgratlon and Naturalization Service has:determined has the'legal right to -

rs-that are tradmonally protected from govermment invasion.' We'conclude that'it would be -
stitutional, contrary to U:S. imimigration law and congressional rules; and a serious = -
erence in the parent-child relationship for Congress to grant Elian citizenship without the
nt of his father.

mposing citizenship on Elizn Gonzailez without the consent of his father Juan

Gonzilez would be an unconstitutional interference with the parent-child relationship.

Granting Elian citizenship would interfere with the parent-child relationship, a

relatiﬂmship that the Constitution has long protected against government “usurpation, disregard,

or di
comp
under

rights

espect.”! Our courts have repeatedly stated that “a parent’s desire for and right to ‘the
ionship, care, custody and management of his or her children”” is a fundamental right

our Constitution and can be disturbed only in the most egregious of circumstances. The

to conceive and raise one’s children have been deemed “‘essential, basic civil rights of

' M.LB.v. S.L.J., 519 U.S. 102, 116 (1996); see also Pierce v. Society of Sisters, 268

U.S. 510 (1925); Prince v. Massachusetts, 321 U.S. 158 (1944); Wisconsin v. Yoder, 406 U.S.
205, 232-33 (1972).

2MLB.v.SLJ.,519U.S. at 117-18 (quoting Lassiter v. Dept. of Soc. Servs., 452 U.S.

18,27 (1981) and Stanley v. Illinois, 405 U.S. 645, 651 (1972)).

COURIER DELIVERIES: 127 WALL STREET, NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06§11

for his:son in itmigration matters, 1s unprecedented and-would involve Congress in: famnly

o aat
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he child would be at risk of torture or persecution if returned to his father.”"! In these

circumstances to override the decisions the father has made for his son and family, would be

contr

2.
the 1

impg
rights.

nationality of a foreign country forced upon him after birth without his consent.

indiv
const
citize
reling
new

burdg¢
remo
invol
and g

Elian
deter

ary to the family values that this country has deemed “essential” since its founding.

Imposing citizenship on Elian Gonzilez without his father’s consent would violate
ight of every individual to determine his own citizenship.

Under the U.S. Constitution individuals have the right to determine their own citizenship;
sed citizenship (other than at birth) is an interference with fundamental constitutional

This has always been the position of the U.S. government: “No person shozuld have the
»l
. Our country’s rejection of imposed nationality originates from its interference with an
idual’s fundamental liberty interest to determine his or her own citizenship. That interest is
itutionally protected. Citizens have a constitutional right to voluntarily relinquish their
nship, cannot be constitutionally punished by forced denationalization, and cannot
quish their citizenship except through voluntary actions. So too, the forced acquisition of
citizenship for Elidn would carry with it new obligations, such as military service, and new
ns, such as the restrictions on travel to Cuba for-U.S: citizens."? New citizenship also often -
ves or weakens the diplomatic-protection afforded by the person’s prior citizenship,.and
ves an-important aspect of personal self-definition. . Those substantial individual intérests :
bllgauons cannot be made subject to government compulsion by _fog;gci citizenship:'*:

‘Nor is there: -any-argument that the great uncle has the legal right to give his: consent for
to become a citizen. The Attorney General and INS Commissioner have already .
mined that Mr. Gonzalez alone may speak for the child, and that he desires his son’s. .. .

Spen

State
Baya
that

another

Elian
or by
this n

"' Letter from Attorney General Janet Reno to Linda Osberg-Braun, Roger Bernstein, and
cer Eig dated January 12, 2000 (“Attorney General Letter™), at 3.

'2p_Weiss, Nationality & Statelessness in International Law 110 (1956) (quoting United
5 Government at Hague Conference of 1930). As long ago as 1886, Secretary of State

rd objected to Mexico’s imposition of citizenship upon certain American citizens, stating

a new national status [cannot] be forced as a_favor by one government upon a citizen of

" 3 J.B. Moore, 4 Digest of International Law 306 (1906) (emphasis added).

31 C.F.R. 515.560; 31 C.F.R. 515.561.

'* The only exception to the rule against imposing citizenship is with regard to minors;
Gonzalez can be made a citizen without his consent, but only upon the consent of his father
reason of his father’s own voluntary naturalization. See Parts 3 & 4, infra. The reason for
arrow exception is obvious: a minor, particularly one that is 6 years old, is deemed

pare
provi

t were made a citizen and the child were not, and also because the parent can be deemed to
e implied consent for the child—a child is entitled to derivative naturalization upon his

inca{ble of consent. In order to promote family unity that might otherwise be disturbed if the

parenits own naturalization. To make Elidn Gonzilez a citizen in circumstances where his father

does

not seek to naturalize and has not consented to his son’s own naturalization is contrary to

the Constitution.
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childzen are eligible to naturalize only on a derivative basis, upon the successful naturalization
application of their natural or adoptive parents. There is absolutely no provision in the
naturalization statutes for another relative, such as a great-uncle (even one granted temporary
custody), to arrange for the naturalization of a child. In fact, the naturalization statutes
specifically address Elian’s situation, providing a single path to citizenship for him: a child under
18 years of age and born outside the U.S. to two alien parents automatically acquires U.S.
citizenship upon the “naturalization of the surviving parent if one of the parents is deceased.”®
Under the naturalization statutes, Elian is too young to apply for citizenship in his own
right,|and may acquire U.S. citizenship only if Mr. Gonzalez himself were to file a successful
application for naturalization. No other relative can seek to convert Elidn’s citizenship. This
statutory scheme is the product of wise legislative choices, but it is also grounded in the
Constitution, which recognizes the basic parental right to raise one’s children, and shields that
right from governmental attack. Imposing citizenship on Elidn without his father’s consent
would flout the naturalization statutes and violate the Constitutional protections they codify.

4. Imposing citizenship on Elian Gonzilez without his father’s consent would flout House
and Senate rules governing private bills. :

Like the naturalization statutes, House Rules governing private bills recognize and.

“incorporate the powerful constitutional protections afforded the parent-child relationship.. For' SN

example, these Rules require “a signed statement by each beneficiary, or.the beneﬁcnag

guardjan, that he or she desires the relief sought by the bill” (emphasis added):*" Grantmg Ehan".' o '

Gonzalez citizenship without the consent of his father flouts House Rules regarding private -

immigration bills and violates the constitutional principles upon which the Rules rest. -Although -+ - w0
it may be true that House Rules can be overridden by vote of the House itself; this rule isnota -~ =+

mere rule of procedure, but one of substance that reflects the constitutional requirements ..
outlined above—that it.is only the parents (and perhaps a legal guardian) that can request
citizenship on behalf of their minor child. Ignoring the House Rule that requires a guardian’s
consent would violate the constitutional due process rights of both Elian and his father and
would be unconstitutional.

In addition, House and Senate Rules requlre that all admmlstratlve and judicial
proceedings regarding a beneficiary’s immigration status be completed before a private bill is -
considered.”? Congress has recognized by this Rule that extra-legal remedies should be a course
of last resort. This is to insure the rule of law, that Congress is given the benefit of judicial
rulings and that it is not burdened with bills presenting issues that may be remedied in courts. At
present Elian Gonzalez is the subject of two court proceedings in Florida—one in federal court
and the other in state court. Although in our view the Attorney General is not required by law to
await the outcome of further judicial proceedings before implementing her decision to return

08 US.C. § 1432(a)(2).

2! House Immigration Subcommittee Private Bill Rules of Procedure (“House Rules™)

1(1).

2 Senate Immigration Subcommittee Rules of Procedure for Private Bills (“Senate
Rules?) 3; House Rules 3.
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Balancing citizenship . . . and family

hy has Congress been
asked 10 make little
Elian Goanzalez an
American citdzen, or at
least a legal resident? Because it
rasgy be the the only % keep him
out of the clutches of the U.S. Immi-
gration and Naturalizgtion Service,
which is ready to send him straight
~ back to Fidel Castro’y picturesque
Caribbean isle.
While they're at it
and representatlves
consider citizenship
survivor of that ill-fated raft trip:
Arianne Horta, who left her daugh-
ter Estefani behind in Cuba.
She’s asked the INB
same bureaucracy U

our senators
should also-
for another

ly reunification does
uniting a family in a
Until this mother bed
cial regident sometime next year,
the INS won't help her claim her
daughter. As a a citzen, however,
she might be able to get her daugh-
ter out, Lirle Elian should be so

eanwhile, the INS continues to
press the case of somebody who's
not an American citizen — Elians
father, who says he wants his son
back, but won't or carn't come to the
States to testify. Instead, the Cuban
i reglme dispatched twp grandmoth-
ers/spakespersons to make a round
of political appearances in this
country.
The grandmas declined to visit
the boy in his Florida home. They
insisted on a private meeting away
from the rest of family, and so
did the INS. The ladies were afraid
of protesters in Miamj, it was said.
It seems the demonistrators were
throwing flowers and shouting “Lib-
ertadt” .
But freedom Js not something
anyone prudent would shout abour
in Cuba. There, the |only demon-
strators eallowed |are Fidel-
approved. Any others might find
themselves, as they used to say in
the Soviet Union, a head shorter.
The administrations order of pri-
arities in deciding what to do about
this lirtdest refugee isn't entirely clear.
What does it put first —1- the claims of
fatherhood? Cuban-American rela-
tions? the bureaucrati
the supremacy of the INS
What comes last in our policy-
makers’ scale of values is clear
engugh: Freedom. Lipertad.
Meanwhile, no gign of Dad.
1 Although it is his relatives in Miami
who insist on letting Elian grow up
free, and it was the father who

free country.
es an offi-

called o tell them his son was on the
wav to Florjda. Nobody heard. a
peep out of Dad until Fidel protest-
ed the boy's “kidnapping” - by
wicked {mperialists. o
Itis all very strange — until one
realizes what kind of regime we're

degling with in Havana.).For.,

decadés riow, Fidel Castro has been
putting dissidents against the wall
and populating his prisons with
poets. The Cuban penal code
includes “crimes” like dangerous-
ness, disrespect, failure to

denounce others and owning a fax
machine, This is a Leninist regime
that doesn’t hesitate tg take out its
fury on any family left behind. In
short,'it's the the kind of society —
the name for it is totalitarian — that
&19 ll(‘{a.itmnlacll quuncil of Churches

inks would be just dandy fi i
like Elian. ! . yiorakid

Yes, Elian’s father back in Cuba
has been demanding the return of
his son, publicly echoing the party
line. And who can blame him? He's
go'&'?x fgémlg to tlg}ilnk about.

-I'he:boy’s mother didn’t survive
nthe fﬂﬁht to ﬁ_:eeio:?, ax;ld s0she can

o longer speak for him, except

through her sacrifice, Althou hpit
should be noted that two survivors
of thar ill-fated flight to freedom
say her last wish was that Elian get
o American soil.

It might also be noted that before
making a break for it, Elian’s moth-
er had been interrogated for “palit-
ical deviation,” another criminal
offense in Cuba. Can anyone, even
those w:ho would dispatch an inno-
cent child to Fidel’s penal farm, feel
good about doing sa?

Lest we forget; When one of
Fidel's generals defected with his
son, the boy's mother accused.
him of kidnapping their child.
But when she made it to these
shores, she explained she was
Just sa;i’mg that because she'd had
to. Nobody blamed her. Fidel
Castros's regime doesn’t just use

duress; it s duress.

Another Cuban father who made
it here! Jose Cahen, is still trying to
get his kids out — he's even got &S
visag or them — but they're still
being held in Cuba. Naturally the
Nationel Council of Churches isn’t
holdinj press conferences to help
him. Sume folks seem to be in favor
of family reunification only when
Fidel Castro is.

) _ In pursuing Elian Gonzalez, the

. INS has stood the traditional under-

standing of family reunification on

its head: Instead of a principle that -

}ets.other members of a flecing fam-
. lly inta the United Stares, the INS
would send this 6-year-old back to
a comnuinist dictatorship. It oppos-

| 'es any hearing in Florida's family

court to determine what's in the
chilld’s l?segt interests, -
ere’s hoping that once Co!

has bestowed citizenship on Mni:eszs-
Elian and Mrs. Arianne Horta, it
might take one more actlon; It
should consider changing the offi-
clal name of the US. Immigratdon
and Naturalizadon Service to some-
thing simpler and more accurate,
something reflecting the scorn it
now enjoys from those it has
harassed over the years. And in
Elian Gonzalez's case, it has cer-
tainly earned that scorn.

Paul Greenberg is a nationall
syndicated columnist, Y

he two grandmothers of

Cuban refugee Elian Gon-

zalez made a well-publi-

cized pilgrimage to D.C,, to
plead for his return. It was a
poighant scene, as Fidel Castro
undoubredly expected. But, it did
not help resolve the 6-year-old's
future.

Elian was rescued off Florida'’s
coast on Thanksgiving Day after
his boat, filled with Cuban refugees,
capsized. His mother and stepfa-
ther perished.

Elian was placed with relatives in
Miami, but his father, still in Cuba,
requested that Elian be sent back.
The Immigration and Naturaliza-
tion Service agreed, setting Jan. 14
for his return.

But a Florida court asserted
jurisdiction and Rep. Dan Burton,
Indiana Republican, subpoenaed
Elian for a March congressional
hearing.

Sen. Connie Mack, and Rep. Bill
McCollum, both Florida Republi-
cans, are sponsoring legislation ta
make Elian a U.S. citizen.

Which prompted the grand-
mothers’ visit. They mer with INS
Cormmissioner Doris Meissner, who
said the two ladies “made a very
compassionate and heartfelt plea to
be reunited with their grandson.”

Elian's case is a tragedy. His fam-
ily’s fiight highlights the reactionary
communist system that continues to
impoverish and oppress the Cuban

people.
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ic for Elian, :
: Moreover, Elian has lost his’
" father, and Juan Gonzalez has lost -

" se3, but can stay if the

The deaths of Elian’s mother aqd
staiﬁather-ahow the price that some

1
eaths, the

‘suffer, are particulafly catastroph-

his son. If Elian stays in America,
it may be years before: they see each
otheragain. - m (= =

Normally, the case would be sim-
ple. The father wantshis child back.
Back Elian should go.

Raurdting_ the two |s particularly
lmportant given the death of Elian’s
mother. The distant relatives with
whom he 1s staying may offer him
a loving home. But His father rep-
resents the secyrity that Elian most
needs after his mother perished,

Alas, however, Eljan would not be
veturning to Canadp, France or
even Russla today, all of which he
could freely leave in the future. To
return to his father is to return to
Fidel Castro’s Cubg, an island
prison.

Indeed, it has been alleged
Elan's dad knew of arid supported
the plan 1 take Elian o America,
Butif this is so, Juan Gonzalez can-
not y admit the truth whentos
livelihood, liberty .and life, &p
thase of his family, are at Mr. Cas-
T cainr normally th wald

, normally the case w
beﬁmple. ‘Despite anomalies —
Cubans face a bizarre policy where-
by they are returned if captured at
touch land
erally wel-
gees. T
e lackst
form a -

(VoY

— Amer{ca has ge
camed political re

Yet, Elian is just 6.
judgment necessary
considered desire to stay. S0

The only comparable case is that
of Walter Polovchak, 4 12-year-old
who emigrated with Ris family &%h
the Soviet Union in 1980 oy

When Walter's father decided
after x months to return to cd&l
munism, Walter resisted, leading
toal ly six-year coprt fight that
en  only when he turned 18.'Hé
now lives in Illinois and says' Pk
refusal to return “is the best dect-
aion [ have ever made/’ ’

12:91PM

ay for freedom. Their'
e.worst ldss a child can'

P * MONDAY,JANUARY:31,12000

_However, Walter, nor his metiét,
chose to seck freedom. His dec

- -demonstrates how a child of 12,.
. contrast to one of 6, might uqlfﬁf_’-
n

4 -gtand the basic differen

ces by ,
a free and unfree saciety,”Mr.

" Polovchak was much closer b

A

adulthood — which actually endid

. his case — than is Elan. Moreaver,

. Mr. Polovchak had not losta gub

" munism medns Mr. Polov%
eventually would have been able

Impoverished dictatorship.

.w:-

Ironically, the tollapse of ¢

leave if he desired to do so. Cothi-
munism {n Cuba will disappear, A
itis ro be hoped early in Elian's Lite-
time. But he ¢ould easily apend his
entire childhood locked in an
What o do? . an
First, take the case away from the
INS, which used a frivolous techni-
cality to assert its jurisdiction agd
acted with unseermnly haste in decid-
ing to return Ellan. This most polit- -
ically minded administration seeths
more interested in enhancing refy-
tions with Havana than protecting
the freedom of a 6-year-old kid:™
Second, let a court hold a custbfly
hearing to determine what |

- Elian's “best interests” Request'

- Juan Gonzalez, the two grandm¢igh:

ers, and any other immediate fami

" ly members appear in the -

room, free from Cuban coerciofi*td
explain what they want for thed‘dn.gi

. And promise them asylum 1f“::'

want to stay in America.
Then, if the court decides thal"\gg
best option is to return Elian, go

) Be
" it. If it {3 to keep him here, so miRt

the better. Who would want to I-mie
to choose between family and fqe ‘-'

i dom? -

%]
Even worse, who should ngﬁé
7 (et

| the choice for Elian Gonzalez

tainly not Washington, which 148
g;erything except Elian’ {ntere
nd.

-

e

Doug Bandow is a senior felia;
at the Cato Institute. e
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IMMIGRATION: Unlike Elian Gonzalez, Mexican

child

ren are routinely deported by the U.S.

January 30, 2000

By M
The O

Menti
Hispa
"He sk
stay i1

Talk g
Florid
childr
the U.

Witho
condu
affecti

NERVA CANTO

ange County Register

oning the name Elian Gonzalez in Orange County's

nic immigrant community elicits the usual comments:
rould be returned to Cuba." Or, "He should be allowed to
the United States,"

f the Cuban boy who was rescued by fishermen off

g then invariably turns to the fact that about 14,000

en are deported to Mexico every year after trying to cross
S.-Mexico border illegally.

ut Congress getting involved. Without anyone
cting nationwide opinion polls on the case. Without
ng relations between both countries.

It's simply a matter a fact accepted by many Orange County
Hispanpic immigrants, who are predominantly from Mexico.

"It isn

all this mess, to ask why all

t strange that nobod:iy from Mexico has spolen up about
the special treatment,” said Elvia

Ruiz, p 54-year-old Mexican immigrant who has lived in Santa
Ana for more than 20 years. "It's just accepted because Cuba is

Cuba.

Ruiz s

Mexico will never be treated like Cuba,"

aid Cubans and Megicans are similar because many

from each nation risk their lives to come to the United States.

"But I
Grace
"There

about
countr

think the similarities end there," Ruiz said.
Gomez, 23, also an immigrant from Mexico, agrees.
is a history that can't be erased, and we are talking

two very different ones for two very different Latino
ies," said Gomez, a Buena Park resident.

Jorge Lopez, 34. an immigrant from Guatemala, wishes that

P.7716

http://www.ocregister.com/search/20000130/community/hisp030w.shtml
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us Cuban boy's plight would bring attention to the fate

suffered by thousands of children who are deported.

"But nd. It's all about Elian and politicans using Elian to get

what t

ey want," Lopez said. "Because if they really cared

about Elian and the kids, then they would write a bill for all the
kids, not just him." f

] 4daty
MEHINLE

Copyright 1999 The Orange County Register
Please send comments ta ocregister@Iink fraedom.com
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Boy's future a tough call

VIES AND CAROL ROSENBERG

BY FRANK

WASHINGTON -- Now sidelined in the House and uncertain of passage in the
Senate, Florida Republican Sen. Connie Mack's effort to bestow American
citizenship on| Elian Gonzalez stirred an ideological dilemma last week for
congresslonal conservatives: '
To be pro-family or anti-communist?

|
Listen to Rep| E. Clay Shaw, a Fort Lauderdale Republican, who says he is
weighing his aversion of Fidel Castro against parental rights and remains
undecided on how he would vote on the citizenship question:

Al of us ara really grappiing with this," Shaw said. *'| hate the idea of sending
the boy backjto Castro, but I'm repulsed by the nation of not favoring the father
and grandparents over uncles and cousine."

Shaw added that he found many of his House colleagues “*uncomfortable with
becoming degislon-makers in a custody case, in part bacause he was
concerned about what Erecedent it could set.

SENT TO COMMITTE

“In the end, | think it's unlikely that we'll take any action," predicted Shaw,
whose coastal district stretches from Miami Beach to Jupiter, because House
Speaker Dennls Hastert, R-l., had sent both House versions of the Elian
Gonzalez bills to the Judiciary Committes of Rep. Henry Hyde, R-il.

Sending the bills, to award either citizenship or permanent residence, to Hyde's
committee means a go-slow posture in the House because Hyde wants the
courts to grapple with the custody l8sue before Congress tackles it.

The move also deprives Rep. Lincpln Diaz-Balart, a Miami Republican, of the
option of rushing it to the floor through his seat on the Rules Committee.

On the Senate side, a key early Republican defection from the pro-citizenship
camp came when Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., braved a blizzard to meet with
Elian's grandmothers in the Senaté on Tuesday, along with Democratic
colleagues who pledged to fight a floor vote on the Mack bill.

**|s Castro d dictator? Yes. |s there democracy in Cuba? No," said Hagel, one of
70-plus Houpe and Senate members who met last waek with Elian's
grandmothers, Mariela Quintana and Raquel Rodriguez.

Hage! worked in Republican caucuses to keep the bill off the Senate floor, and
by the weekend fellow Republican Sen. Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania said he
also was siding with the father in the custody dispute.

| think he belongs with his father, and | think that is the sense that's evolving
on Capitol Hill," Specter told Reuters news agency.

"My sense | that there's a growing feeling in America that Elian should be
returned to his father.” j

With Democrats and some Repubjicans expressing distaste for the political
drama, analysts said fast-track citizenship legislation was stalled by a peculiar
confluence bf forces, Including Farm Belt interest in eroding the 38-year-old
economic embargo of Cuba,

http://www.herald.s;c:m/corlten't/tccla;y/news/arncsricag/uplgclu%c/s}u6 $1120.htm
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“There are Mi

http://www.hcrald.com/content/today/news/americas/u}?g&uau/mluej 1120.htm

dwestern Republicans who view the embargo as hurting

American farmers who want a market in Cuba -- and there's also a sentiment

among religioy

Moreno said im Miami.

Add members|
Democrats su
have long arg

of Congress who wa
ch as Reps. Charles

R

s conservatives on parental rights," political scientist Darlo

t to clamp down on immigration and
ange! and Jose Serrano of New York, who
ued for normalizing relations with Castro, and “'granting

citizenship is a hard thing for Congress to do," Moreno said.

“it's not like g

iving $1.5 million to the Miaml Ballet, which is the normal give and

take of Congress -- you do something for my district, | do something for your
district.” f

Republican Reps. David Vitter of Lguisiana and Steve Largent of Oklahoms,
considered stfong family-values advocates, publicly disagreed with their party
and signed on as co-sponsors of Rangel's return resolution.

" Ag & conservative and as a parent, | feel strongly that a parent should guide
the destiny of his minor child absent some unique clrcumstances, such as
evidence of abuse," Vitter told The New Orleans Times-Picayune.

He said he would have preferred that the boy's father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez,
travel to the United States to declare his desire to rear Elian in Cuba. But Vitter
said the appdarance of Elian's two grandmothers In the United States lessened
hie concerns [about the father's sincerity.

DIFFICULT GHOICES

Michael Schwartz, spokesman for the conservative Congressional Family
Caucus and an aide to Rep. Tom Goburn of Oklahoma, said members were
indeed torn between the family-values argument and their antipathy of Castro's
regime in degiding on the citizenship bill.

He blamed Castro's unwiIIinﬁ_ness to allow Elian's father to travel to the United
States with his wife, infant child and all four grandparents to let America test the
family's wishes -- outside Cuban government interference.

““There's a really strong reason to send him back to Cuba, to be with his father.
That's his father," Schwariz said.

But the only war to really know whét is best for Elian, Schwartz said, “'is if we
can get Juan Miguel here, and his family, to stand on American soil under
American protection."

He was also| criticized the Clinton administration for not demanding that Castro
dispatch the|Gonzalez family, of Cardenas, Cuba, to Miami to settle the custody
dispute. .

Meantime he characterized the citizenship proposal as a tactic to shift the issue
to a family court judge “to make sure there Is a hearing before a judge, where
we can makg our best effort to get to the truth."

{ j )

Contact
Copyrigh ami Herald

2/1/00 3:47 PM
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Exile group forges ironic alliances

BY KAREN BRANCH
kbranch@herald.

e

The battie over granting citizenshipjor
residency to Elian Gonzalez has highlighted a
little-known fact about the Cuban American
National Foundation and its links to. Congress:
Miami's most|important exile lobbying group
and its political action committee often are
more generoys with Democrats than
Republicans.

In an irony of| historical proportions, the
foundation has been a major supparter of two
nephews of President John F. Kenhedy -- who
earned the hostility of exiles by denying air
support to the ili-fated Bay of Pigs invasion in
1861,

This may surprise Cuban Americans in Miami,
most of whom are Republicans.

But foundation folks say it just makes political
sense. T

*"1t should come as no surprise thare are
many Democrats supportive of our issues,
foundation spokesman Fernando Rojas said.
“That's a reflection of our efforts to make sure |FRBW.I} 15:1e .
that Cuba policy is bipartisan In nature. e g O ety erag

Those efforts are also reflected in contributions by the Free Cuba PAG, the
olitical fund-raising arm of the foundation. The crganization spent $53,500 on
amocrats ih the 1897-98 congressional campaign cycle, compared with

$48,500 on Republicans. ‘

In the 19998-2000 cycle reported sé far, the balance is tilted even more toward
Democrats, [Fifty-five percent of the PAC donations ()$21 ,000) went to
congressional Demoacrats, with 45 percent ($17,000) to Republicans.

Many of the|foundation's Democratic allies are congressional members from
Florida and [New Jersey, home to jarge Cuban exlle populations that are proiific
voters. They include Sen. Bob Graham, D-Fla., and Sen. Robert Torricelﬁ,
D-N.J. - wHo signed on as sponsors to Florida Republican Sen. Connie Mack's
bill to grant Ellan U.S. cltizenship.

ALLY OF FOUNDATION

Yet the foundation, too, has snagged less obvious champions for anti-Castro
causes. The most acclaimed is Rep. Patrick Kennedy, D-R.I,, son of Cuban
embargo opponent Sen. Edward Kennedy, D-Mass.

The younger Kennedy is co-sponsoring a bill by U.S. Rep. Robert Menendez --
a Cuban-Amnerican Democrat frorn New Jersey -- to grant permanent residency

http://www.hcrald.com/contem/archive/news/raﬁcrs&F;'/&&;3;/511\%93 89.htm
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to the 8-year-old.

They, along with Rep. Peter Deutsch, a Broward Democrat who also represents
fle-

parts of ex

bundant Miami-Dade, signed letters to President Clinton and

Attorney Genaral Janet Reno to urge that they postpone Elian's return.

The historical jrony of the Kennedysi' support is one acknowledged by the
foundation, whose founder, the late Jorge Mas Canosa, was a Bay of Pigs

veteran.

“"When you

entlon the name Kennhedy, you're reminded of the early days of

the struggle against Fidel Castro and that Eromise that was made by that

administratio

to restore democracy to Cuba, which remains unfulfilled, Rojas

said. 'But Patrick Kennedy was one aof the first to try to reach out to the

community -

ven visiting at one paint with the Bay of Pigs veterans.

“*What is intetesting is here you have a new generation of Kennedys woerking

side by side
fundamental
in Cuba.,

TIES WITH

Jorge Mas S
cloge to Patri

ith another generation of Cuban Americans to try to fulfill a
esire on our part and, indeed, on his part, to bring about freedom

ENNEDYS

ntos, now chairman of the foundation, said his father was just as
ck and Joe Kennedy.

Federal contributions records show that Mas Canosa did indeed express
support for the Kennedys -- in personal contributions, He and his wife and sons
donated $1,450 to Patrick's 1996 reelection bid and $1,000 for the 1997-88

cycle.

The Mas famlly, similar to the Free Cubs PAC, has reached Into its own pockets
more for Democrats than for Republicans in two of the last three con?ressional

elections, an
did they give
Democrats.

The Mas fam
'94 cycle, $6
$2,000 to De

4 have so far continued that trend in the 2000 racss. Only In 1898
more to Republicans -- $39,250 compared with $21,950 to

ity gave $26,000 to Democrats and $18,250 to Republicans In the
250 to Democrats and $5,750 to Republicans for the '98 races, and
mocrats and $500 to Republicans for the 2000 cycle.

ANOTHER KENNEDY

The foundation counts among its allies former U.S. Rep. Joseph P. Kennedy II,
Patrick's cousin. In the 1997-B8 campaign cycle, the Free Cuba PAC gave
$7.000 to Joseph's congressional campaign and $8,500 to Patrick's.

On Nov. 1, Joe Kennedy joined the board of directors of MasTec -- the
telecommunications construction company chaired by Mas Santos.

“We've had|a very close relationship with Joe and Patrick for many, many
years. I've known them maybe seven or eight years, Mas Santos said.

“They've alivays been supporters of freedom for Cuba, and | think It's important
that the Ke ned¥l family -- given thelr spot in histo?/ with the Cuba issue -- be on
the right side of history with those of us who want freedom and democracy for

Cuba,

Patrick Kennedy did not want to discuss his relationship with the foundation. He
declined anlinterview through spoikesman Larry Berman,

“'We did a press release and some lstters he signed on to -- and he says they
speak for themselves, Berman said.

VIEW ON ELIAN

Kennedy's news release says he believes Elian's fate should be declded by U.S.

courts: " Those elements are particularly necessary because of the fact there is

http://www.herald.com/content/archive/naws/raftersd:;iulcf‘c/S/luES% 89.htm
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no freedom of speech in Cuba, and therefore, we still do not know what Elian's

father truly w
Since his eie
agenda. He

the Helms-B

The foundati

nts in this matter.

tion in 1894, Kennedy, now 32, has backed the foundation

ted against congresslonal efforts to end TV Marti. He supported
rton bill to tighten the U.S. trade embargo against Cuba.

n released a statement by Kennedy on Helms-Burton:

“This bill is alclear statement that the American people stand arm in arm with
the people of|Cuba in their struggle against a repressive dictator, and that we

will not back
by my uncle,
Kennedy's i

way from being partners In our common fight for freedom begun
President Kennedy, Kennedy's statement said, referring to John F.
position of the embargo in 1961.

“*President K hnedK looked forward to the day Cubans would live In freedom. |

share his ho

e for the future of Cuba and this bill will help that day come soon.

DEMOCRAT|C BACKERS

Other key D
They include
received $7,
campaign cy

Sen. Joseph

can be traced to his first election in 1988, Liebarman

mocrats also have bafcked the foundation agenda for years.

Sen. Harry Reid, D—N?ev.. the Senate Democratic whip, wha
00 in contributions frem the Free Cuba PAC for the 1997-98
le. ?

. Lieberman, D-Conn., has a relationshi{a witlh ctihtﬁ foundag?n that
oppled the Republican

incumbent, Sen. Lowell Weicker, whe as a senator had opposed efforts to

create Radio

Marti and advocated normalization of relations with Cuba. Weicker

met with Castro during trips to Cuba in 1980 and 1883. After the last trip, he
reported in financial dlsclosures that Castro gave him a box of cigars worth

$100.

The foundation's support of Lieberman's candidacy was Inevitable:

Weicker ‘was literally close personal friends of Fidel Castro, Rojas said. "It

was unfortun
and we feit it

ate a senator from Connecticut would vacation with Fidel Castro -
critical to target that race.

"We established a very closa relationship with Sen. Lieberman, who understood
the plight of the Cuban people. Jorge Mas Canosa and he became very close
friends over the years. . . . In the case of Elian, he was one of the first
individuals who wanted to help with us. He's going to be a co-spensor of the bl

to grant him gitizenship.

PLAN DELAYED

Despite intense lobbying efforts by the foundation and Ellan's family to make the
bay a U.S. citizen, the bill has recglved a cool reception to the fast-track effort.
GOP leaders|who originally expected to bring the issue up for early floor votes

now have de

ayed the plan.

Lieberman and Torricelli also wrota a letter to Reno, a fellow Democrat, on Jan.

.15/
http://www herald.com/content/archive/news/ rafterssv/}:l%csllg’iiﬁ 89.htm

7, asking her
Naturalizatior

The Free Cu
campalgn c

more. Tshe g/
and a freque

“"He's one of
stance onh co

The foundatig
challenged b
Iran-contra fi

tle -- an

to delay enforcement of a ruling by the Immigration and
n Service to return Ellan to Cuba by Jan. 14,

ba PAC gave at least $10,000 to Lieberman in the current 2000
Mas family members have given him at least $1,000
\C also gave $5,000 to Sen. Charles Robb, a Virgina Democrat
nt supporter of foundation positions.

the Senate's six Vietnam veterans, 8o he had a pretty hardline
mmunism, Robb chief of staff Tom Lehner explained.

on proved its loyalty to Robb, even in 1894, whan he was
y a Republican whoss hard-line views mirrored the foundation's:
gure Oliver North.

2/1/00 10:49 AM
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ROBB'S PO
Mas Canosa

But where th

ITION
_Ithen foundation chairman, endorsed Robb over North.

g sticky issue of Elian is concerned, Robb is not so disposed to

take a leadership role, his chief of staff said. Indeed, even GOP leaders who

were originally expected to bring up the boy's citizenship question for early floor
votes now haVe delayed the plan until a federal judge in Miami rules on the case
- despite intense lobbying efforts by the foundation and Elian's family and allies.

One day after Mack announced Robb was one of the co-sponsors of his bill to
grant Elian citlzenship, Lehner said it wasn't true.

“"He's not on it. Mack Just misspoke. This isn't as central to us as itis to the
Florida delegation, said Lehner, whose boss is up for reelection this year after
barely defeating North in the 1994 race. " This Is not to say we might not vote for
this thing. We|still haven't sat down to determine a course of action.

#

&

" the hest golfers. the best coverage.
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Mr. Majority Leader:

The purpose of this letter is to state the views of the
tment of Justice on pending legislation that would declare
Gonzéalez to be a naturalized citizen of the United States.
Cobon
Flidn Gonzalez is a six—year—oldﬂchild who has lost his
r. He is too young to make legal decisions for himself.
ecisé%g%ghat EliénLEMﬁather,aangafé surviving parent] Juan
lez,Lhas the legal authority to speak for him in immigration
rs is consistent with INS practice and with the legal
iple that the parent is the person most able to represent
hild’s best interests. When an unaccompanied minor alien,
as Elian, arrives in the United States without proper entry
ents, the INS routinely attempts to contact a parent, either
c United States or in another country, regarding the child's
abouts and inadmissibility. Here, after Eliédn's inspection
cferred, the INS met with his father who clearly articulated
cesire that Elian withdraw his application for admission and
n to Cuba.

In deciding whether to give effect to the father's wishes,
NS carefully examined whether there was any reason that the
r could not be relied upon to represent the child’s

ests. Specifically, the INS considered allegations that the
r was under coercion such that he was not able to express
ishes for the child or was not able to assess properly

cr the child was at risk of persecution or torture upon his
N to Cuba. On both counts, after interviewing the father and
iami relatives, as well as examining other available

information, including the asylum application tendered on Eliéan's

behal
not t
him 1

f, the INS found no reason to question the father's decision
b assert an asylum claim and to request Elidn’s return to
n Cuba.
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There is no question that Mr. Gonzalez is Eliédn’s father and
he has the legal authority to represent his son in

ration matters. Mr. Gonzdlez expressed no desire to the INS
F£lidn be naturalized as a U.S. citizen, and made no

ments that were even remotely consistent with such an

tive. Therefore, we do not believe that the proposed

enship legislation is at the request of, or has the consent
pport of, Elian’s father, who has the sole legal right to

on behalf of Eliadn on such matters.

As a result, such a grant of citizenship could only be

rued as the involuntary naturalization of an individual. N
rring involuntary citizenship on a child who does not meet
tatutory requirements for naturalization, and whose sole
ving parent does not request U.S. citizenship for his child,
be an unprecedented and unwise use of Congress’ power under
le I, section 8 of the U.S. Constitution to “establish an

rm Rule of Naturalization.” Therefore, the Department

egthe pending legislation and recommend§that it not be

ed into law.

In the past, private relief bills providing U.S. citizenship
Hividuals who did not meet the requirements for

nlization have from time to time been enacted, but such

res have been rare. They have been particularly unusual

the 1960s, when several changes to immigration and

nality law led to dramatic reductions in the numbers of such
For example, a frequent subject of private relief bills
cstoring U.S. citizenship to individuals who had unknowingly
riated themselves by such actions as voting in foreign

ions, but this equitable basis for relief was mooted by new
rements that expatriation must be voluntary.

n extremely unusual cases citizenship has been conferred on

an honorary basis upon living individuals, such as Winston

Churc

n1ll, in recognition of a full lifetime of extraordinary

distinction. In general, this country does not use the precious

privi
wailve
provi

lege of U.S. citizenship for honorary or political ends, or
generally applicable citizenship requirements in order to
dle a private benefit. Policy G of the Rules of Procedure

and Statement of Policy for Private Immigration Bills of the
Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims of the Committee on the
Judiclary of the U.S. House of Representatives accurately states

our n
The H
Page

A

ational policy with respect to private citizenship
pnorable Trent Lott
[hree

-,



billsg:

The Subcommittee will require that any bill expediting
naturalization be accompanied by evidence indicating that
such action would be in the national interest, as opposed to
personal interest. There are few precedents for favorable
action on bills waiving any naturalization reguirements or
granting posthumous or honorary citizenship. It is the
Subcommittee’s intent generally to view unfavorably
legislation of this type. More appropriate mechanisms for
rewarding individuals may be in the form of medals, awards,
Or ceremonies.

Ne are unaware of any precedent for legislatively conferring

citizenship upon a specific living individual who has not sought

that

benefit. The House Immigration Subcommittee’s rules

recoghize how important it is that the beneficiaries of private
relief bills actively seek the benefit by requiring, in Rule of
Procedure 1(i), that the author of the bill submit “[a] signed
statement by each beneficiary, or the beneficiary’s guardian,

that

he or she desires the relief sought by the bill.”

Requiring voluntary assent to private immigration relief 1s

consistent with the naturalization provisions of the Immigration
and Nationality Act (INA). Although, by definition, private
immigration bills create exceptions to the uniform rules
applicable to other individuals, the greater a private bill's
departure from the normal requirements of the law, the more
questjonable it is as a sound and supportable action. Section

337 of the INA requires persons who have applied for
naturalization to take the oath of allegiance. By taking this

oath,

new citizens publicly undertake the obligations of U.S.

citizenship, including the obligation to bear allegiance to the
Constitution and laws of the United States, to renounce
allegiance to any other nation, and to bear arms or perform other
national service when required by law. The oath acts as the new
citizen’s voluntary assumption of these obligations.

Under the INA, the acquisition of U.S. citizenship by a

child|who is not born a U.S. citizen depends upon the actions of
his or her parents. The child may acquire U.S. citizenship
derivatively through the naturalization of his or her parent, or
a U.S] citizen parent may apply for naturalization on behalf of
his or her child born abroad. In neither case may an alien child
The Honorable Trent Lott

Page
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become a U.S. citizen without his or her parent’s active
involvement. Naturalizing a child without the consent of the
child’l|s only parent would be an extreme departure from current




law,

and one which vastly exceeds the type of waiver typical of

private immigration relief legislation (for example, waiving an
otherwise applicable residence requirement in the case of an
adult| applicant who knowingly and voluntarily seeks the waiver
and the immigration status resulting from it).

meet

With the exception of good moral character, Elian does not
the normal requirements for either adult or child

naturhlization. He has suffered a terrible loss under
unimaginable circumstances. The best thing this nation can do 1is
return Elidn to a loving parent as soon as possible. A grant of
involphntary citizenship to this child, contrary to the wishes of
his sble surviving parent and with a view toward preventing the
child[s return to that parent in Cuba, 1s not the proper course
of acrion.

[

rhank you for considering our views in this matter.

Sincerely,

Robert Raben :
Assistant Attorney General
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dmothers of shipwreck survivor Elian Gonzalez have complained that their visit with the
htinually interrupted and cut short. They also angrily denied claims they were manipulated by
yovernment.

hostages. We are acting freely," paternal grandmother Mariela Quintana said during a
sroadcast Tuesday on Cuban state television.

rents came in response to those of Jeanne O'Laughlin, a nun of the Dominican order who
meeting last week with the child they hope to bring home to Cuba.

television interview shown in part during the Cuban broadcast, O'Laughlin suggested that the
were under pressure from the Cuban government in the struggle to wrest the 6-year-old from

his great-uncle's family in Miami.

"She is the
the meeting

bne who is not free," said maternal grandmother Raquel Rodriguez, who wept while recalling
with Elian. "She is a lying person. It's a lie ... so many lies."

The boy has been at the center of an international custody battle pitting his father and grandparents

against the
Nov. 25. Hi
States sank.

sreat-uncle's family almost since he was rescued from an innertube off the Florida coast on
s mother and 10 other people died when the boat carrying them from Cuba to the United

The grandmjothers complained that the child who lived most of his life in their homes seemed quiet and
withdrawn when he was brought to meet them on Jan. 26 at the home of O'Laughlin, president of Barry

University.
"He looked

They said tl
O'Laughlin
agreement t

In a column|

frightened ... His face was sad. He was not the boy we knew," Quintana said.

at the boy's second cousin, Marisleysis Gonzalez, of Miami, apparently remained with
and another nun in a room next door and could listen though an open entryway, despite an
hat members of the Miami family would not be at the meeting.

published Tuesday in the New York Times, O'Laughlin said she now favors keeping Elian

in the United States with his second cousin partly because the boy "has transferred his maternal love to
her" followi‘ng the loss of his mother. She said the grandmothers seemed fearful apparently of their own
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government.

Rodriguez said Elian seemed nervous when the grandmothers questioned the presence of his cousin. "He
said, 'Look|grandmother, this is my cousin.' He said it as if the boy was depending on her, that he could
not be without her.”

Quintana said that Marisleysis Gonzalez had almost no relationship with Elian before the November
shipwreck.

The women said their meeting with the boy was repeatedly interrupted by the nuns offering food or
bringing messages. Rodriguez said one nun entered three times with the same message, asking them to
meet members of the Miami family.

They said that the boy was starting to warm up when O'Laughlin halted the meeting after 90 minutes,
short of the{ two-hour minimum reportedly agreed to.

The grandmothers said they remained cheerful during the farewell for the boy's sake, but when he had
gone, "We ¢ried a lot. That was terrible," Quintana said.

The two also complained that a nun and policeman took a cellular telephone from them just as the boy
was starting to speak to his father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez, in Cuba.

Quintana sdid they had been unable to speak with the boy by telephone either from the United States or
Cuba, being told when they called that the child was either sleeping or out.

She said that the boy's father, however, had managed to speak to the boy twice in recent days.

The U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service has ruled Elian should be returned to his father, but the
Miami relatives are trying to block that action in federal court. U.S. District Judge William Hoeveler
will hear arguments Feb. 22 on whether their lawsuit should be dismissed.

The Children's Rights Council, « Washington-based child advocacy group, said Tuesday it will file a
brief within| a week to support returning the child to his father, arguing that only the father has legal
standing in the case.

"We realize{Cuba is a dictatorship, but the child would not be living with Fidel Castro, he'd be living
with his dad," said the group's president, David L. Levy.

"This child has lost his mother and stepfather. It would be a tragedy for him to lose his father and four
grandparents."”
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THE last time attorney general Janet Reno urged hasty action because of her concern for the
well-being of children, the Branch Davidians' compound was incinerated. In the case of Elian Gonzalez,
a similar dynamic may be at work. Reno has declared that a Florida judge's grant of emergency custody
to Elian's great-uncle "has no force or effect" because "this little boy has been through so much . . . It is
therefore imperative that all of us do what we can to resolve his case as soon as possible." Reno appears
to be quite eager to see the pint-sized refugee returned to a tyrant.

She's not the only one having problems with this flap. Ever since Elian was found lashed to an inner tube
in the waters off Florida-having survived an escape from Cuba that took the life of his mother and ten
others-the dispute over his future has had liberals championing the rights of a father who, as a subject of
the Cuban regime, has none, and some conservatives arguing for the right of a 6-year-old to determine
his own fate.

The liberals have the worse part of the bargain. Conservatives, in a sense, are only taking a position
consistent with their beliefs of the last 40 years. Anti-Communists are loath to see the boy condemned to
life in a dictatorship. The anti-anti-Communists, however, are rallying to Castro's regime.

The Clinton administration accuses Republicans of playing Cold War politics to curry favor with Cuban
Americans. But the fact remains that the unilateral decision to return the boy to Cuba breaks with
precedent-and is the direct result of Fidel Castro's intimidation.

The administration's insistence that the case is strictly a federal matter under the jurisdiction of the
Immigration and Naturalization Service is a reversal of its initial position. On December 1, a few days
after Elian's rescue, the INS recognized that issue of legal custody must be decided by [the] state court.”
Cuba had asked the American mission to return the boy, but the State Department explained that the
federal government would defer to the Florida courts, as they take precedence in custody disputes.

On December 5, Castro demanded that Elian be returned within 72 hours-or else mass demonstrations
would take place, just as negotiations were about to begin on the future of the migration accords (under
which the Cuban government vows to prevent a flood of illegal departures). Following Castro's
threat-according to Richard Nuccio, President Clinton's former adviser on Cuba-the State Department
urged the INS to reconsider its jurisdiction.

Within 48 hours of Castro's ultimatum, the State Department announced that INS regulations "recognize
the right of a parent to assert parental interests in an immigration proceeding. The INS will be in contact
with Mr. Gonzalez in the near future . . . " The statement also noted that the U.S. remained committed to
the migration accords.

Once Castro made it clear that he wanted Elian back, the dictator's old friends in the U.S. took up his
demand. Ramsey Clark joined a protest at the INS office in New York City, and the former general
secretary of the National Council of Churches hurried to Cuba to vouch for the fitness and sincerity of
Elian's father.

1of3 2/2/2000 1:10 PM



» LEXIS®-NEXIS®

20f3

Others urging the INS to hurry Elian back to Cuba would rather that he suffered scarcity than be
"spoiled" by the riches of capitalism. The Washington Post's Mary McGrory criticizes the toys and trips
the motherless child is enjoying and frets that Elian is in danger of becoming "the permanent kid in a
candy store.” That certainly won't happen if he is returned to Cuba, where children over age 6 are
forbidden to drink rationed muilk.

Also in the Washington Post, Judy Mann regrets that the case provides "a marvelous opportunity for
anti-Communists to drag out their dreary old Cold War rhetoric." In USA Today, Jill Nelson sees
"cultural imperialism" in the claim that Elian would have a better life in America. Particular hostility is
directed toward Cuban Americans, the only aggrieved minority group told by liberals to "get over it."
Even Cuba's charge that Elian's fate cannot be left in the hands of "corrupt judges” is echoed by the
dictator's friends. McGrory notes that the "Cubans of Miami" elected the judge who awarded temporary
custody, so "she is, emotionally, one of them."

To further discredit the judge, critics raised a conflict-of-interest charge because an unpaid spokesman
for Elian's Miami relatives was a paid consultant on the judge's 1998 campaign. But under Florida's
code, there is no obligation to disclose a prior relationship with an individual who is not an attorney or
party involved in the pending case.

The state judge awarded temporary custody to a great-uncle, but the INS will not defer to the state court;
it has determined, instead, that only the boy's father can act in his behalf. Grover Joseph Rees, a former
general counsel at the INS, recognizes that the agency is not bound by the state-court judgment, but
believes that the INS acted improperly in the case: "The INS abused its discretion in letting someone in
Cuba withdraw an asylum application that says, please don't send me back to Cuba because I'll be
persecuted."”

INS officials, like the media, treat interviews with Elian's father, Juan Gonzalez, as though he were in
Canada pleading for his son's return. The INS concluded that Mr. Gonzalez was expressing his "true
wishes" and found nothing that would call his parental rights into question. Here, the INS is forgetting
Cuban law. Under the Code of the Child, the state exercises parental rights and demands that all persons
coming in contact with a child develop his "Communist personality.”

Mr. Gonzalez's Miami relatives maintain that he knew and approved of his former wife's plan to flee
with their son, and it is rumored that Mr. Gonzalez has twice applied for an immigrant visa for the U.S.
The truth of these assertions can't be determined in a unilateral INS administrative proceeding. In an
adversarial hearing, with all sides represented, Elian's relatives would have a chance to prove their
claims about his father's true intentions.

The Justice Department wants to avoid the spectacle of federal marshals prying Elian's fingers off a Big
Wheel to be dragged to the nearest airport. That's why it should follow precedent-and defer to the state
court for a determination of custody that Elian's relatives have pledged to abide by. One of the Cold
War's last refugees should have his day in court.
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They came, they saw, they wept --and in the end, after a 90-minute meeting as precisely orchestrated
as a cold-war spy swap, little Elian Gonzalez's grandmothers left Miami with no assurance that he
would go home soon, or at all. "He's changed completely," said Mariela Quintana, Elian's paternal
grandmother. That seemed indisputable: Elian, rescued after his mother and 10 other refugees were lost
at sea, now plays Nintendo and wears his hat backward, like any American kid, and he showed up for
the reunion with his grandmothers wearing a gold neck chain that was Miami ultrachic. "I will get my
U.S. citizenship tomorrow," he told an interviewer.

He was mistaken about that, and the controversy over his custody could last for months. Last week
congressional Republicans came close to introducing a bill to declare Elian an honorary U.S.
citizen--then backed down, perhaps because national polls are running heavily in favor of sending him
home. In Miami, legal maneuvering by Elian's relatives shifted to federal court, where the Clinton
administration argued that law and morality require his repatriation to Cuba. The next step is a ruling on
whether the Feds have jurisdiction, followed by the inevitable appcal. That means Elian will be staying
in Miami for now despite his grandmothers' pleas. "1 felt for them," said Sister Leonor Esnard, a nun
who helped arrange the visit. "They love that kid."

GRAPHIC: PHOTO: 'Changed completely': Elian in Miami
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Before Elian Gonzalez's grandmothers arrived in Miami to see him last week, Cuban Americans
confronted the nun at whose home the meeting would take place. They demanded that Jeanne
O'Laughlin, a Dominican sister and president of Miami's Barry University, prove there were no
trapdoors in her house from which agents of the Immigration and Naturalization Service could jump out
to seize the boy. Then when the grandmothers landed in Miami, their Cuban handlers kept them on the
tarmac for an hour to deliver words of warning. Beware, they told the 51-year-old matriarchs: Miami's
Cuban exiles may try to hurt you.

[t was going to be that kind of family reunion. Elian's grandmothers--his abuelas--spent 90 minutes last
Wednesday chatting with and hugging their six-year-old grandson. But they might as well have grabbed
one of his arms and not let go: this family gathering was a diplomatic tug-of-war. When it ended, the
abuelas, Mariela Quintana and Raquel Rodriguez, said Elian had seemed a "completely different boy."
The meeting hardened their resolve to take him home. "I feel angry and impotent,” a tearful Rodriguez
told TIME. "What is happening is inhuman.” But Elian's Miami clan had its own spin. Marisleysis
Gonzalez, 21, a cousin who seems to portray herself as Elian's new mom, crowed to reporters that he had
rejected his abuelas and was now on her "side."

The grandma meeting was the high (and low) point of a week in which two bitter and ruthless
camps--Fidel Castro's Cuba and Miami's Cuban-American community--battled to win Yanqui hearts and
minds. It's a war on three fronts: the INS, which has ruled that Elian should be returned to Cuba;
Congress, which is weighing a bill to give him U.S. citizenship; and the federal courts, in which Elian's
Miami family is filing suit to win him asylum.

In the middle is Elian, the little boy plucked from the Atlantic on Thanksgiving Day after the boat
carrying him, his mother and 12 others capsized on its way to the U.S. Elian, one of three survivors,
floated for two days on an inner tube. The Cubans insist he belongs with his only living parent, his father
Juan Miguel Gonzalez, 31. The Cuban Americans say Elian should be allowed to live with the freedom
his mother wanted for him.

Castro apparently won't let Elian's father travel to the U.S.--probably because he fears Juan Miguel
would defect. But the Cuban dictator seems to have found potent ambassadors in the grandmas. They
first went to Miami on Monday. The Cubans and the INS insisted on a meeting in a neutral location, but
the Miami relatives would make Elian available only in their home, forcing the grandmothers to leave
without seeing him.

In Washington the next day, the abuelas tearfully lobbied against the citizenship bill. And they won a
key victory: the INS ordered that Elian be made available at a neutral site. At the meeting, the Cubans
shrewdly had the grandmothers carry in a cell phone so Elian's father could talk to him--and the Miami
camp just as shrewdly got the phone taken away.

After the grandma meeting, each side quickly resumed the salvos. Sister O'Laughlin, the once neutral
nun, announced she now favors keeping Elian in the U.S., in part because the abuelas seemed
manipulated by fear. Elian's father, a Communist Party member, claimed in papers filed in the federal
lawsuit that the Miami camp had offered him $ 2 million, a house and a car if he would move to
America.

If Elian is sent back, the grandmas--who were expected to return to Elian's hometown of Cardenas,
Cuba, over the weekend--will almost certainly be the ones to retrieve him. Abuelas are usually respected
moral authorities, but that Cuban tradition isn't worth a knitted shawl! in this fight. In fact, the Miami
exiles have assailed the grandmas--for not thanking Elian's granduncle Lazaro Gonzalez for taking him
in. "We are thankful to Lazaro for what he did at the beginning," Quintana told TIME. "But now he is
using my grandson."

In the week's tug-of-war, the grandmas seemed to have the stronger grip. Congressional support for
citizenship for Elian waned, even among Republicans. The federal judge moved up the deadline for the
Miami relatives to present their final case and scolded lawyers for their media grandstanding. Which
means these abuelas' first visit to the U.S. may not be their last.
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--With reporting by Jeanne DeQuine/Miami and Dolly Mascarenas/Cardenas

GRAPHIC: COLOR PHOTO: NURI VALLBONA--THE MIAMI HERALD, BOUNCED AROUND
After meeting with his grandmothers, Elian returned to his Miami home with his cousin and uncle;
COLOR PHOTO: JOE SKIPPER--REUTERS, TAKING SIDES Jeanne O'Laughlin, once neutral, now
favors keeping Elian in the U.S.; COLOR PHOTO: PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS--AP, THE
GRANDMOTHERS In Washington, Quintana, left, and Rodriguez plead for Elian's return to his father
in Cuba

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
LOAD-DATE: January 31, 2000

Copyright 2000 U.S. News & World Report
U.S. News & World Report

February 7, 2000
SECTION: U.S. NEWS; Vol. 128, No. 5; Pg. 26
LENGTH: 462 words
HEADLINE: Caught in the middle
BYLINE: By Franklin Foer; Linda Robinson
DATELINE: Miami

HIGHLIGHT:
Everyone wants a piece of little Elian Gonzalez;

BODY:

During his two months in Miami, Elian Gonzalez has enjoyed the all-American experience: lunch at
McDonald's, a day at Disney World, and even getting his own TV movie: Last week, CBS signed an
agreement to turn the 6-year-old Cuban boy's saga into a four-hour miniseries.

Who can resist glomming on to Elian and his heartbreaking story of losing his mother at sea?
Apparently, no one. Not Cuban strongman Fidel Castro, who has tumed him into a cause celebre on the
streets of Havana, splashing the boy's face on T-shirts and billboards. Not Kyle Taylor, the president of
YouNetwork, an E-commerce outfit that gave Gonzalez 100 shares of its stock. Not even Congress can
resist the sweet-faced kid. Lawmakers have rushed to introduce legislation that would grant him
American citizenship, a last-ditch attempt to prevent his repatriation to Cuba by the Immigration and
Naturalization Service.

Although House Speaker Dennis Hastert is in no hurry to bring these bills to a vote--the public
overwhelmingly supports returning the boy to Cuba--this issue could become the Washington
showdown of the season. Battle lines have been drawn. On one side is a group of anti-Castroites, who
demand that Elian remain in Miami, led by Florida's Republican Reps. Bill McCollum and Lincoln
Diaz-Balart. On the other side are Congress's most liberal members.

Grandma's lobbyist. The story has all the elements of a classic Washington tale, rife with characters clad
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in tailored suits and fancy leather shoes. Elian's Miami relatives have retained lobbyist Joseph Bogosian,
of the firm McGuire Woods Consulting, to make sure that Congress sees the issue their way. And
interest groups across town have girded for battle, including the Cuban American National Foundation
and Cuban American Alliance. Even the presidential candidates have gotten into the act, attempting to
outdo one another with their anti-Castro proclamations. (The prize for most hyperbolic statement goes to
Republican contender Steve Forbes, who declared that returning the boy "is Bill Clinton's human
sacrifice to Fidel Castro.")

At first, it seemed that the Clinton administration had steered clear of this political morass. It allowed the
INS to perform the routine processing of an illegal immigrant. But as pressure mounted, the
administration buckled. It urged the federal courts to jump into the case, even though immigration
experts agree that those courts have no grounds to reverse an INS decision. "It makes you wonder if
immigration law applies in South Florida," says David Abraham, an immigration expert at the
University of Miami, adding, "Janet Reno could end this at any time." But there are important Cuban
votes to be gained, and politicians who could stand to gain them.

GRAPHIC: Picture, Elian peers out of a van surrounded by the media at a relative's house in Little
Havana. (AFP)
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MIAMI _ In the heart of the Little Havana neighborhood here, Jose Emelio Pederoso placed a vase of
fresh snapdragons near a statue of Cuba's patron saint, the Virgin Mary, guiding three fishermen lost at
sea.

Pederoso uttered his daily prayer since fleeing Cuba 20 years ago: "God bless the Cuban people. Help
them bring about the end of the cursed communist system and the death of Fidel Castro." Then he
improvised: "And let Elian live in freedom."

The story of 6-year-old Elian Gonzalez resonates profoundly in South Florida, where 780,000 Cubans
comprise the nation's largest exile community and it is believed that up to 75,000 people have drowned
trying to escape Cuba since Castro took power in 1959. Fishermen plucked the boy from shark-infested

Atlantic waters on Thanksgiving Day. His mother and 10 others died when their boat broke apart in high
seas as they fled Cuba, but the boy survived two days without food or fresh water.
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So as Elian's father and grandmothers in Cuba seek his return and his Miami relatives struggle to keep
him here, thousands in Little Havana pray for Elian Gonzalez. Many hail him as an (BEGIN ITALICS)
angelito (END ITALICS) _ alittle angel _ whom God intended to escape Cuba and reap America's
fabled liberties. The little boy at the center of the big international custody dispute has achieved a saintly
status, an icon on one of the last battlefields against Communism.

In front of the ranch home where Elian is staying with his great-uncle, Lazaro Gonzalez, women burst
into tears when Elian ventures outside. One supporter recently carried a poster reading: "Three kings,
three children: Moses, Jesus and Elian."

Elian's tale seems to touch on Cuban-Americans' faith and hope.

Cuba's patron saint is the (BEGIN ITALICS) Virgen de la Caridad (END ITALICS), Mary of Charity.
According to legend, three fishermen were caught in a tropical storm off the coast of Cuba more than a
century ago. They spent days adrift until the Virgin Mary appeared. Dolphins pushed the rowboat as she
guided them to shore.

Elian reportedly told his rescuers that dolphins saved him from sharks. When a well-wisher in Miami
gave him a puppy, he named it "Dolphin."

"He is our miracle child," said Angel Suarez, a 62-year-old exile who visits Lazaro Gonzalez's home
every day in hopes of a glimpse of Elian. "There is no reason for him to be alive, except that God
delivered him to us."

Many Cuban-Americans say that separation from loved ones is a fact of life in South Florida. Many of
them, too, long to be reunited with mothers, fathers, grandparents, children, best friends and lovers in
Cuba _ but not enough to return to the island under Castro's reign, they say.

For most of the world, the Cold War is over, but not in South Florida. The fervor varies by generation,
but most exiles in Little Havana embrace (BEGIN ITALICS) la causa (END ITALICS) _ the cause _ of a
democratic Cuba. Exile groups still practice military maneuvers in the Everglades, in hopes of taking
back their country and killing "the bearded demon," as one exile called Castro.

In Little Havana, they say life under Castro's repression would be a far greater cruelty than keeping Elian
separated from his father. Many insist Elian would live there without basic material trappings _
plumbing, clothes, food, medicine. Cuba's economy is a shambles and the government 1s rationing
goods. After losing his mother and surviving an ordeal at sea, they say, the boy deserves to live, speak,
think and work as he chooses.

In the United States, by contrast, 11 percent of Cubans and Cuban-Americans in the 1990 Census earned
more than $75,000 a year, compared with 9 percent of the total U.S. population.

Little Havana is not without its problems, including crime and drugs. But new minivans and sport-utility
vehicles, manicured lawns and freshly painted homes abound, evidence of comfortable middle-class
lifestyles.

For millions of non-Cuban Latinos, Castro and fellow revolutionary Ernesto (Che) Guevara are not
despised devils but respected heroes who stood up to Yankee imperialism. Among those admirers 1s Roy
Fastabend, 42, a divorced father born in El Salvador who came to a recent rally at the Gonzalez home.
As wealthy Cubans move to posh suburbs, the enclave has welcomed immigrants from elsewhere in
Latin America. Many of the new immigrants are puzzled by the anti-Castro furor and the debate over
Elian.

"[ think what the family is doing is wrong," Fastabend said. "As a (ather, I know the boy belongs with
his father. The exiles are blind to his needs."

When others in the crowd overheard him, they chased him and his two kids down the street.
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(BEGIN ITALICS) "No entiende! No es cubano!" (END ITALICS) one furious woman shouted.

He doesn't understand! He's not Cuban!

It is difficult to overstate Little Havana's hatred of Castro _ especially among exiles who left in the early
days after the revolution. Many saw their friends or relatives executed or imprisoned _ or were
imprisoned themselves. And most left loved ones behind.

Dagoberto Aviles spent three years in Cuban prisons before escaping in 1962. The 62-year-old U.S.
Army veteran says Elian should live in a democracy _ even if it means growing up without his
biological father.

"He will have fathers here _ Washington, Jefferson and the fathers of democracy," Aviles said. "The
children of this country are all immigrants like Elian."

Uva de Aragon, assistant director of the Cuba Research Institute at Florida International University,
blames Elian's plight on Cuba's immigration policies, which forbid most Cubans from traveling off the
island. The only Cubans who travel legally are government officials and some elderly people.

The separation of families, she said, is "the tragedy of Cuba."

ARCHIVE PHOTOS on PressLink Online (from KRT Photo Service, 202-383-6099):

Use keyword "Cubaboy."

(c) 2000, Knight Ridder/Tribune Information Services.
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[ hail the attempts by our federal lawmakers to pass legislation that would make Elian Gonzalez a
U.S. citizen. But why set our sights so low? Why not legislate that all Cuban children are U.S. citizens?
For if this Cuban boy is better off with his distant relatives in the U.S. than with his father and

grandparents in Cuba, then why not clear the way for all children in Cuba (or perhaps in any poor
communist country) to be raised by freedom-loving Americans instead of their closest kin?
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To the Editor:
Sister Jeanne O'Laughlin's change of mind about Elian Gonzalez's state of mind is a sad
misinterpretation of brainwashing ("Why 1 Changed My Mind About Elian," Op-Ed, Feb. 1). This little
boy has been paraded on the shoulders of brand-new relatives, cheered and hailed by Cuban exiles in
Miami and given enough toys and games to thrill the heart of any 6-year-old. He was probably warned
that his grandmothers were coming to take him away from all these wonderful gifts.
[t is demonic what has been done to him and the family that raised him from infancy. This country's
obsession, and particularly that of the Cuban community in Miami, with Fidel Castro and his tiny

island's politics is ludicrous. But when it comes to destroying a child, it is criminal.

LEONORA THUNA
New York, Feb. 1, 2000
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Jeanne O'Laughlin, the Dominican nun and president of Barry University who hosted a meeting between
Elian Gonzalez and his grandmothers, took to the op-ed page of the New York Times yesterday to
explain why she had changed her mind about sending the 6-year-old back to Cuba.

As she awaited the arrival of the grandmothers and their Cuban government escorts, "I had a chance to
see, firsthand, the strong bond between Elian and the Miami cousin who has taken care of him since his
mother died in the same attempt to escape Cuba by boat that set him adrift," Sister O'Laughlin said.

"His cousin is only a year younger than his mother was, and as he glanced at her for reassurance before
the meeting and greeted her ecstatically afterward, it became clear to me that he has transferred his
maternal love to her.

"As I watched the grandmothers' Cuban escort keep close telephone contact with Havana during and
after the visit, I came to feel that the Cuban government was attempting to exert control over these
events. Even more troubling, 1 saw signs of anxiety in both the Miami relatives and the grandmothers:
trembling, furtive looks, ice-cold hands.

"I saw fear in Elian, too, and | became a wiser woman at that moment, wincing at my own naivete. |
considered what it would mean for this boy suddenly to be ripped away from his surrogate mother, how
this second trauma might scar him permanently. 1 saw and felt, at that moment, how wrong it would be
to return Elian hastily to Cuba."

MRS. SINCERITY

"The first year of Mrs. Clinton's New York experience is just ending, and on Sunday she is scheduled to
announce officially her candidacy for the United States Senate. Things are not, on the whole, going
well," Elizabeth Kolbert writes 111 the New Yorker.

"Her halting and always implausible campaign has, so far, consisted mostly of gaffes, wasted
opportunities, and prurient questions from the press," Miss Kolbert said.

"How does someone mount a Senate campaign from a state where she has never lived if she has no
record of accomplishment to point to and is, on top of all that, widely distrusted? The answer that 1s
emerging is, like the first lady's sentimental musing on her tchotchkes, as once stranger and more
ordinary than could have been expected: she is planning, it seems, (o base her candidacy on the quality
of her concern, the heartfeltness of her convictions, and the depth of her feeling - to run, in other words,
on her sincerity."

Meanwhile, a lot of Democratic politicians in New York are losing heart, the writer said.

"In public, the tone of their pronouncements about the race has grown increasingly wan, abstracted, and
noncommittal. In private, they mostly complain."

THUGGISH BEHAVIOR
"War hero Sen. Bob Kerrey - who won a medal and lost a leg in Vietnam - insists he's not bothered that
pro-Gore thugs heckled him as 'Cripple' because he backs Bill Bradley," the New York Post's Deborah

Orin writes, referring to an incident earlier this week in New Hampshire.

" 'That's the first honest thing they've said in 10 days,' quipped Kerrey, who also got splattered with mud
on his 'truth squad' mission of telling the world Gore's a liar on issues like abortion.

"Kerrey shouldn't expect any apologies on Gore's part: 'Should our campaign have to apologize to Bob

10 of 14 2/2/2000 1:15 PM
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Kerrey that he had to come to a Gore event to find a crowd?" sniped Gore flack Chris Lehane.

"The funny thing is, Gore folks regularly shadow Bradley - in at least one case the Gore campaign even
filmed a Bradley rally - but the Bradley folks didn't heckle them or try to keep them out."

THE REAGAN ECONOMY

Stephen Moore, an economist with the Cato Institute, gives President Clinton credit "for keeping the
expansion moving" into a record-breaking 107th month, but "arguably Bill Clinton's greatest economic
achievement has been that almost all of his cockamamie policy ideas were never enacted into law."

Mr. Moore, writing in the Feb. 4 issue of Human Events, asks: "Remember the BTU tax? Remember
Robert Reich's $50 billion fiscal stimulus package? Remember, most of all, Hillary's health care plan?
Thankfully, we dodged all of these economic wrecking balls.

"Clinton's ill-advised tax hike in 1993 slowed the economy for about 18 months, but thanks to falling
inflation - which is like an offsetting tax cut - and the technology boom, it didn't stall it."

Mr. Moore added: "The politician most responsible for laying the groundwork for this prosperous era is
not Bill Clinton, but Ronald Reagan. America's economic turnaround started in the early 1980s, a decade
before Bill Clinton arrived in Washington. In 1982 almost every vital economic trend - from
unemployment to inflation to family incomes - reversed course from the stagflationary 1970s."

UNDER ASSAULT
Free speech is under assault in Austin, Texas.

Former Secretary of State Henry Kissinger was scheduled to speak at the University of Texas yesterday,
but the event was canceled in the wake of threats by a left-wing group called the Radical Action
Network. The group had vowed to disrupt the lecture.

Last year, leftists there disrupted a speech by civil rights activist Ward Connerly, calling him are"Uncle
Tom." Mr. Connerly opposes racial preferences and quotas.

ATHEISM AND TOLERANCE

Vice President Al Gore, questioned by Newsweek, says it would not bother him if an atheist became
president.

"No, it would not," Mr. Gore said. "I think it would depend on who the person was, of course. But do |
believe that someone can have an understanding of our Constitution und a true spirit of tolerance without
affirming a particular and specialized belief in God? Yes, I do. I think that is incumbent upon anyone
who affirms a respect for tolerance."

MUSIC MAN

Vice President Al Gore will narrate Aaron Copland's "Lincoln Portrait" at Avery Fisher Hall in New
York City.

Accompanying Mr. Gore will be the American Symphony Orchestra and the New York City Gay Men's
Chorus, according to a full-page ad in the New Republic. The concert will benefit "seven institutions
aiming to fulfill the promise of America," and maybe even help Mr. Gore win a few votes.

* Greg Pierce can be reached at 202/636-3285 or by e-fnail (Pierce@twtmail.com).

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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HEADLINE: U.S. Citizenship for Elian?
BODY:

Judy Mann complained about the legislative attempt to "thrust" U.S. citizenship on Elian Gonzalez to
take the case out of the INS's jurisdiction [Jan. 26]. The INS, charged with enforcing immigration laws,
made its decision based on the fact that Elian does not have U.S. citizenship or a green card and is too
young to apply for political asylum on his own behalf--hence, he must return to Cuba.

Taking the legal technicalities out of the mix provides an opportunity to consider what is in Elian's best
interest. Thrusting U.S. citizenship on someone does not necessarily sound "arrogant" to me. Perhaps it
is because of The Post's story on the Chinese who paid as much as $ 50,000 to sneak in cargo--risking
their lives--just for an opportunity to set their feet in this country. Perhaps it is also because I waited
many years to have my immigration request processed from Korea, and another five years to be eligible
for the citizenship test. I would have been thrilled to have U.S. citizenship thrusted on me.

Is the United States an ideal place for a child to grow up? Certainly not. But if he stays here, Elian would
grow up to enjoy much greater freedom and opportunity than he would ever dream of in Cuba.

SUE BAK SHEEHAN

Vienna

To paraphrase Madame Jeanne Roland de la Platiere, a political activist during the French Revolution,
shortly before her execution in 1793: Oh, liberty, what crimes are committed in thy name.

De la Platiere's complaint lends itself to the Elian Gonzalez case, in which Sen. Connie Mack and
Cuban-born Rep. Lincoln Diaz-Balart are intervening in a familial situation by trying to bestow
citizenship on a 6-year-old boy. The election of citizenship and allegiance to a nation require mature
reflection by the individual concerned. A 6-year-old hardly qualifies.

Self-serving politicians are grasping this opportunity for the limelight, even if it involves the destruction
of a boy's emotional well-being and the anguish of his father. Presidential candidates cannot bring
themselves to call for the return of Elian to his father and country because it might cost them votes.

This nation has failed in its attempts to overthrow Castro. Elian Gonzalez is the latest victim of that
[rustration.
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ROLAND F. TIFFT

Bonita Springs, Fla.

Charles Krauthammer's Jan. 28 op-ed column suggested that to honor Elian's mother, the child should be
allowed to remain in the United States.

Elian's mother risked her child's safety by taking him on a dangerous journey in an unsafe boat
motivated more by passion than politics. She illegally left Cuba with her boyfriend, who had a criminal
record, and consequently lost her life in the process. We don't know 1f her intent was to flee
communism.

If Elian were an American boy illegally taken by his divorced mother to another country and she had
died in the process, we would have insisted that the boy be returned to his father in the United States. To
attempt to make Elian a citizen of the United States defies precedent and puts the United States in
conflict with international law. The representatives of the National Council of Churches investigated and
determined that Juan Gonzalez loves his son and wants him back. Elian should be returned to his father
as the INS has ruled.

ROBERT ANGUS

Silver Spring

LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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HEADLINE: SEND ELIAN HOME
BYLINE: John Sterling.
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BODY:
Charles Krauthammer is completely off base in his analysis of why Elian Gonzalez should remain in
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the U.S. (Commentary, Jan. 31). Regardless of how politicized Fidel Castro has made this case, the fact
remains that a child belongs with his/her parents. Krauthammer does not provide a shred of evidence
that Juan Gonzalez was a bad or abusive father--he merely injects innuendo and speculation into Mr.
Gonzalez's responses in a "Nightline" interview. By all reports, Elian had a loving relationship with his
father in Cuba--and lived with his father five days a week.

Meanwhile Krauthammer asks if Elian's mother's wishes "count for nothing." Given the level of
endangerment she subjected Elian to in her tragic attempt to cross to the U.S., 1 am more inclined to
question her judgment than attempt to fulfill her wishes.

The rest of the column was a ridiculous series of partisan and/or emotional arguments--noting that
Castro will make "Elian a symbol of Fidelism," invoking "the boys at Normandy," and calling for us to
"make him an American."

Frankly the piece was intellectually vacuous and lacked any reasonable sense of logic and proportion.

This should not be a political issue. Given the fact that Elian's father is alive, well and wants the boy
home, there should be no other considerations involved.

Elian belongs with his father--send him home.
LANGUAGE: ENGLISH
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William Jefferson Clinton VIA FAX AND HAND
The President - DELIVERED

1600 Permsylvania Avenue . :
Washington, DC 20500

Dear President Clinton:

As the Rauking Member of the House Subcommittee on Immigration, I am
writing to applaud the decision that has been made by the Department of Justice to affirm
the INS decision to act within the best interests of the child in the case of Elian Gonzalez.
I also applaud the decision of the INS that compels the Miani relatives of Elian to bring
hirn to a neutral site so that he may reunuite with his grandmothers.

As you know, today I have had the-opportunity to meet with Elian’s two
grandmothers, Raquel Rodriguez and Mariela Quintana, and Members of Congress to
discuss his safe retum back to Cuba. By meeting with these endearing wormen, I waat to
ensure the enforcement of the INS’ previous decision. It is imperative that we end the
political posturing surrounding this young boy’s plight. Elian Gonzalez is not an orphan
and his father hias not been proven to be unfit and no abuse of Elian has been found that
‘would normally deny a natural parent custody of his child.

You may also be aware that there are several bills in the Congress that would
make Elian a citizen or a legal permanent resident of the United States. After meeting
with the grandmothers, I have leamed that their wish is for their precious grandson to -
retum to Cuba to be with their natural father and them. ] urge you to veto any bill that
would make this young boy a citizen or legal permanent resident. I also think thatitis
important that you meet with these women. and look in their eyes, and feel their cmotions
in order for you to fully appreciate this issue.

I am enclosing a letter from the grandmothers giveﬁ to me today directed to.-you
Mr. President asking for your help in returning Elian to his family in Cuba.
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Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

SIL:Icb -

Brclosure: Letter to President Clinton from the Grandmothers of Elian Gonzales
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La Habana, 21 de enero de 2000

Excmo. Sr. Wilh‘am Clinton
Presidente
Estados Unidos de América

Estimado Presidente:

Las dos abuelas del nifio Elidn Gonzdlez Brotons hemos venido hasta Nueva York con
la esperanza de recuperarlo.

Podrd suponer usted que hacer este vigje ha significado un gran sacrificio para
nuestra familia, que no se ha separado un solo instante desde el momento de la
tragedia en que perdimos a una hija 'y hemos sido forzados a contemplar con infinito
dolor el secuestro de nuestro nieto. En los tltimos dias los que retienen
criminalmente al nifioc ya no nos permiten siquiera hablar con él.

Sabemos que usted, enfrentdndose a grandes obstdculos, ha expresado su
reconocimiento al derecho indiscutible del padre de recuperar @ su hijo. Juan
Miguel el padre de Eliancito, nosotras y toda la familia estamos destruidos y vivimos
el horror de ver pasar el tiempo. '

A pesar de que conacemos de Su inmenso trabajo, le solicitamos que nos reciba
aunque sea por unos minutos. De usted preferirlo, seria absolutamente confidencial.
Si nos concede ese honor, constituirfa para nosotras un extraordinario aliento, que
ahora o en el futiro seria muy apreciado también por el pueblo de Estados Unidos
que, apegado a los valores de familla, en muy amplia mayoria es decididamente
partidario de que el nifio regrese junto a su padre, abuelos y demds familiares.

Puede lacalizdrnos en la casa de la Reverenda Joan Campbell, y el contacto se haria
en la forma y lugar que usted estime pertinente.

Mariela Qﬁ&am Garrido y Raquel%ndzguez ﬁodﬂguez

Abuelas de Elidn Gonzdlez Brotons

|
|
1

\
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The President'

- The White House

Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

~ We are writing regarding the plight of Elian Gonzalez to request that you take no
action to enforce the decision announced by the Immigration and Naturalization Service

* that would mandate Elian’s return to Cuba.

:As you are aware, there are many complicated legal aspects to this case. Given
that the fate of an innocent little boy is at stake amidst these complex and unique '

- circumstances, we believe that the U.S. Government should not move too hastily on this

issue.

In addition, we feel that it is imperative that Congress be allowed to examine all
the issues involved. We intend to introduce legislation to extend permanent resident alien
status to Elian Gonzalez when Congress returns in late January. Accordingly, we
respectfully urge you to take steps to halt the implementation of the INS” decision,
waiting instead to work with Congress when it reconvenes.

Thank you for your thoughtful attention to this urgent matter.

Sincerely,

b Rep. Pagccl: Kennedy

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 6 Do d
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President of the United States I . I ”"”m” ' —

The White House .- - : ' L mm
1600 Pe;nsyl(:/l;la AvenueNW _ S '*4!’)”191!9@,!”1”” m’ g
Washmgton D.C. 20500 0005 L

: Dear Mr Pre51dent |

' F1nally after a ﬂawed process and an unjustlﬁable delay, the INS has announced that
Elian’ Gonzalez will be retumed to his father Tam supportlve of this moral decision.

_ At a recent press conference lawyers from Miami indicated they would be askmg that -
this decision by the INS be overturned, and stated that they would be initiating legal action. -This
is outrageous, unacceptable, and has no supporting legal precedent or basis. Any attempt to
change this long and overdue correct decision by the INS would be a grave mistake.

‘Now is 'not_ the time to again politicize the process. I urge you to reject all of these
attempts to thwart the authority and decision of the INS. This child belongs with his father, and

I hope that all of your efforts will be directed towards quickly bringing this to a conclusion.

Sineerely,

| Me_ml).'er of Congress’

JES:nab
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The Honorable Wﬂham chferson Clmton ‘
President of the United. Staes |

- The White House '
Washmgton, D.C.20050

Dcaer Pre31dent _ |

Wc are writing 10 you 10 agam urge the Administration to assist in expcchnng the return of Elian

. Gonzalez 1o his father in Cuba. We applaud the National Council of Churches of Christ of the
USA on the mportant role they are performing in the Elian Gonzalez immigration case. We
support their request to accompany Elian back to Cuba and to turn him over to the Cuban
Council of Churches so that he may be reunited with hlS fathcr, Mr. Juan Gonzalez. '

The U.S. Departmcnt of Jusrice Immigration and Naturalizauon Scrvwe ] determmauon that Mr
Juan Gonzalez has the sole legal autharity to speak on behalf of his son, regarding Elian’s
immigration status in the United States speaks not only to U.S. laws bur 1o nanral law. We ask
that you assist the National Council of Churches of Christ of the USAsin their effort to fulfill the
father’s official request of assistance to reunify his family.

- We have been ardent in our eﬁ'ons to exnsure that Elien’s situation not be decided based on the
polirics of the day or the sentiments of anti-Caswo Cubans in Florida and the rest of the United
States. Rather, it should be based onthe i interests of the chxld and the nghts that any fathcr
would expect to have

We urge your 1mmcd1ate intervention to resolve this s:mation and elxmmate any further delay in
the reunification of this fzumly Any further delay will ensure Ehan s connnucd traumatm
' exposure to the: ongomg protests inMiami. _

Sincerely,.
. Maxine Waters _ Barbaralee . James E. Clyburn

~ Member of Congress "~ Member.of Congress  Memberof Congress
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Member of Congress -

. Earl Hilliard

Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

Stephanie Tubbs-Jones

Member of Congress

i Gregofy Meeks |
- Member of Congress

Nancy Pelosi

Member of Congress -

cc:  Anomey General Janet Reno
.~ Commissioner Doris Meissner .

" Maurice Hinchey
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IN THE SENATE OI" THE UNITED STATES

Mr, Macxc introduced Lhe follawing bill; which wus resd nwice and referred to
tie Committee on

A BILL

For the relief of Elian (Fonzalez-Brotons.

[

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rupresenta-
tines of the Uniled States of America in Congress ussembled,
SECTION 1. NAT'URALIZATION OF ET.TAN GONZALEZ.

Nolwithstanding section 337(a) or any other provi-
sion of title TII of the Jmuuigration and Nationahty Act,
(8 U.S.C. 1401 ct seq.), Ellan Gonzalez-Brotons shall be
considered to be 1 naturalized citizen of the United States

as of the date of enactment of this Act and shall be fur-

O o Nl O v N

nished by the Attorney Cenern) with a certificate of nutu-

bt
o

ralization.
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Elian Gonzalez Citizenship Legislation

Next week. Senator Connic Mack will introduce bipartisan legislation to grant citizenship to
Elian Gonzalez. ; ,

Purpose of legislation

> The purpose of this legislation, which is a sumple one paragraph bill, is to ¢nsure that
Elian Gonzalez's (ulurc is nat 4 political decision made by government ageacies, such as
the INS. Elian's {uture should be determined in a state family court, This is a forum in
which all family members and mnterested parties can gct a fair and exhaustive hearing on
the issues. By granting Elien citizenship, the immigration matter will be resolved aad the
matter becomes 2 custody issuc wherc the best interest of the child will be determined by
a fair and neutral judge. .

Date of lnlroduction

» Bi-partisan legislation will be introduced on Monday, January 24.
Prceedent
. The following arc cxamnples where Congress has granted cjtizenship:
Hoparmary Cinzenship
Winston Chwechill  public law 88-6 (1968)
Mother Teresa public law 104-218 (1996)
William Penn public law 98-S16  (19%4)
eside h mce requirements necessary [Or citizenship for three
Olympians
. Pnvate Law 98-13 (1984)

Marina Kunyavsky, a 19-year-old native of the Soviet Union who was a Symnast.
Private Luw 98-7 (1984)
Audun Endestad, a 30-year-old vative of Norway u.nd skicr.
- Private Law 98-15 (1984)
Jean Willhelm Willrch, a native of West Germany who was a saccer playsr.

Waived residency requirements neegssary for citizenship for three businessme
. Private Law 52-132 (1972)

Walter Eduard Kocnig
- Private Law 92-150 (1972)

Alberto Rodripuez
- Private Law 92-152 (1972)

Gerald Vincent Bull

aived oath, pove: d hislory tgst requireme: sessary for citi

. Private Law 9§-4] (1934) '

Nory De Maio

If you need further information, contact Tracle éh_e’stennan in Senator Mack’s afficc, 4-6697.

N ]
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NEWS RELEASE

CONGRESSMAN CHARLES B. RANGEL

U.S. House of Representatives Washington, DC 20515
CONTACT—Emile Milne FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
202-225-4365 January 24, 2000

RANGEL BILL URGES: REUNITE
ELIAN GONZALEZ WITH HIS FATHER IN CUBA

WASHINGTON—Cong. Charles Rangel today introduced legislation
urging the reunification of Elian Gonzalez with his father in Cuba.

“There is no question that this six-year-old boy who lost his mother 1n a
tragic accident at sea should be reunited with his father,” Cong. Rangel said.
“This resolution will allow Members of Congress to lend their voices to that
idea.”

Members who signed on as original co-sponsors of the bill were Democrats
Jose Serrano, John Moakley, Jim McDermott, Bamey Frank, Barbara Lee,
Maurice Hinchey, George Miller, Gregory Meeks, James McGovern. Cong.
Ray LaHood, Republican of Illinois, was also an original cosponsor.

“Despite President Clinton’s urgings that this matter be handled outside the
realm of politics, Elian Gonzalez has been tossed around like a political
football since being rescued at sea last Thanksgiving Day,” Cong. Rangel
said, “Itis time to put an end to his ordeal by reuniting him with his family
and his grandparents in Cuba,” Cong. Rangel said.

The language of the resolution implicitly criticizes expected efforts to delay
or block the boy’s return by making hin a U.S. citizen. “Congress should
not interfere with normal immigration proceedings by taking any unusual or
inappropriate legislative measures designed to delay the reunification of
Elian and Juan Gonzalez [his father],” the resolution states.

Cong. Rangel was also sharply critical of a subpoena issued to the boy,
ostensibly to testify at a Congressional hearing, by Cong. Dan Burton. The
Indiana Congressman subsequently admitted that the purpose of the
subpoena was to delay Elian’s departure so actions could be filed in court to
block INS’s ruling that the boy should be reunited with his father. Cong.
Rangel said issuance of the subpoena was in clear violation of House rules.

s
CBR/em -
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[DISCUSSION DRAFT]

Janvary 21, 2000

106TH CONGRESN
21 SESSION . 0‘} . ,

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. RANGEL submitted the tollowing coneurrent resolution: which was referred
to the Conuittee on

CONCURRENT RESOLUTION

Expressing the sense of Congress that Elidn Gonzalez should
be reunited with his father, Juan Gonzdlez of Cuba.

\Whereas Elidn Gonzélez, a 6-yvear-old citizen of Cuba, ost lus
mother in a tragic boat accident and floated alone for
davs in treacherous conditions off the coast of Florida:

Whereas Elidn Gonzalez was found November 25, 1999, alive
but physically and emotionally drained, brought ashore
and examined at a hospital, and released temporarily by
the Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) into
the care of his great-uncle and cousins in the Mian area
while it evaluated his case:

TR

January 21. 2000 (5:00 PM)
PV 0121000012100,085
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Whereas the natural father and sole surviving parent of Blian
Gonzdlez. Juan Gonzdlez of Cubu. has repeatedly re-
quested that the United States Government return his

son to him immediately;

Whereas the President rightly determined that the fate of
Elisn Gonzilez should be determined by United States
statutes and regulations related to immigration cases in-
volving cluldren;

Whereas the INS, after interviewing Juan Gonzdlez twice in
Cuba and carefully reviewing all relevant laws, rules. and
evidence. correctly determined on January 3, 2000, that
Juan Gonz&lez is a caring and involved father, that Elidn
Gonzilez faces no credible threat of political persecution
if returned to his father, and as a vesult, that Juan
Gonzdlez possesses the sole authority of speaking for
Elidn Gonzdlez regarding his son's immigration status in
the United States under Federal immigration law and
universally aceepted legal nurms;

Whereas the INS resolved to retwn Elidn to Cuba by Janu-
anc 14, 2000, to live with his father Juan Gonzilez, in
accordance with his father’s request;

Whereas on January 12, 2000, the Attorner General fully
supported the INS ruling, reaffirmed INS jurisdiction
over the matter, and said that a decision by a Florida
State cowrt judge granting temporary custody of Elian
Gonzdlez to his relatives in Miami, establishing & March
6. 2000, date for a hearing on permanent custody, and
calling for the father's presence at that hearing had no
force and effect;

Whereas onlv the Federal courts have the jurisdietion to re-
view the Attormey General's decision:

_January 21, 2000 (S:00 PM|
F\VE 012100012100 0B%

r.absa(
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Whereas what Elian Gonzalez vecds wost at this time TR {7)

be with the father and hoth sers of apandparents who
vaised him so that he can bogin the proeess of grieving

for his mother, in peace;

Whereas despite the existence of important political disagrze-

ments between the Governments of the United States and

Cuba, these differences should not interfere with the

right to privacy of a 6-vear-old child or his sacred bend.

with his father; and

Whereas any unusual or inappropriate changes to immigra-

pe—

(RS

tion law made by Congress to naturalize a minor without
the parents’ consent would have the effect of encouraging
pareuts in other nations to risk the lives of their children
under the false hope that the¥ might receive special treat-
ment outside standard channels for legal immigratiuni:

Now, therefore, be it

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the Serate
concirring), That 1t is the svnse of the Congress thar—

(1) Congress should not interfere with normal immi-
gration proceedings by taldng any wnusual or inappro-
priate legislative measures designed to delay the reuniti:a-
tion of Elidn and Juan Gonzalez; and

(2) the Immigration and Naturalization Service
showld proceed with its original decision to return Elin
Gonzilez to his father, Juan Gonzdlez, in Cuba and take
all necessary steps to reunify Elian Gonzilez with lus ta-

ther as soon as possible.

January 21, 2000 (5:00 PM)
FWVE.Q12100 G 2100,085

F.agrs7gr

TOTAL P.@7



FOX NEWS/OPINION DYNAMICS: Conducted 1/12-13/00; surveyed 902 registered voters;
margin of error +/- 3% (release, 1/14).

Six-year-old Elian Gonzalez has been in the news over the last several weeks after his mother
drowned during their escape from Cuba. Which of the following do you think should happen
to Elian: '

He should be returned to his father in Cuba 53%
He should be allowed to stay in US 32

Who do you think should decide where Elian grows up:

Father 61%
Courts 24

CNN/TIME: Conducted 1/12-13/00; surveyed 1,564 adults including 1,276 registered voters,
452 registered GOPers, and 614 registered Dems; margin of error +/- 2.5% for adults (release,
1/14).

As you may know, a 6-year old Cuban boy, Elian Gonzalez, was recently found alive off the
coast of Florida after a shipwreck that killed his mother and others who were trying to escape
from Cuba to the United States. Do you think Elian should live in Cuba with his father or live in
the United States with his relatives?

In Cuba ' 48%
In United States 35

CNN/USA TODAY/GALLUP: Conducted 1/7-10/99; surveyed 1,633 adults including 1,396 of
registered voters and 814 likely voters; margin of error +/- 3%; for likely voters +/-4%)
(release,1/13).

Next we have a question about Elian Gonzalez, the 6-year old Cuban boy who is a survivor of a
boat filled with Cuban immigrants which sank off the coast of Florida last November. As you
may know, the U.S. government recently decided to send the boy back to Cuba to live with his
father rather than have him remain with relatives in the United States. From what you know
about this case, do you approve or disapprove of the decision to send the boy to Cuba to live with
his father?

Approve 56%
Disapprove 36
No opinion 8



ABC NEWS.COM: Conducted 1/5-9/99; surveyed 1,016; margin of error +/- 3% (release,
1/11).

As you may know, The U.S immigration service has decided that a six-year-old Cuban boy
whose mother drowned when their boat sank off Florida should be returned to his father in Cuba.
Other relatives in Florida want the boy to stay with them. Do you think the boy should be
returned to his father in Cuba, or remain with his relatives in the United States?

All Men Wom H.S. SCol CGrad 12/12
Returned 52% 56% 48% 47% 52% 61% 46%
Remain 36 34 38 42 35 26 33

CNN/TIME: Conducted 1/5-6/00 by Yankelovich Partners; surveyed 1,589 adults including
1,319 registered voters, 528 registered Republicans and 592 registered Democrats; margin of
error +/- 2.5% (release, 1/9).

As you may know, a 6-year old Cuban boy was recently found alive off the coast of Florida
after a shipwreck that killed his mother and others who were trying to escape from Cuba to the
United States. Do you agree or disagree with US immigration officials' decision to return the
boy to Cuba to live with his father, rather than have him live in the US with relatives?

(Asked on 1/6 Only, N=702, MoE +/-3.7%)

Agree with decision 56%
Disagree with decision 35
NS 9

Do you think the United States should open diplomatic relations with Cuba, or don't you feel
that way? (Asked on 1/6 Only, N=702, MoE +/-3.7%) Tracking (Jan 00/Jan 98/March 97)

All GOP Ind Dem
Yes 53/42/42 48/39/40 57/43/43 54/46/45
No 36/43/47 38/48/47 34/40/47 37/40/46
NS 11/15/11 14/13/13 9/17/10 9/14/9

ABC NEWS.COM: Conducted 12/8-12/99; surveyed 1,013 aduits, 899 registered voters;
margin of error +/- 3% for adults, 4% for registered voters (release, 12/13).

As you may know, a six year old boy from Cuba was rescued at sea off the coast of Florida
recently. His mother drowned and his father in Cuba wants the boy back. Do you think the boy
should be returned to his father in Cuba or should remain with his relatives in the United States?

Returmed 46%
Remain 33
Up to him 3



No opinion 17

CNN/USA TODAY/GALLUP: Conducted 12/9-12/99; surveyed 1,037 adults; margin of error
+/-3% (release, 12/14).

As you may know, a 6-year old Cuban boy recently found off the Florida coast is the only
survivor of a group of people, including his mother, who were escaping Cuba for the United
States by raft. He is now in Florida where his custody is being disputed. How closely have you
followed the news about this story? '

Very closely 23
Somewhat closely 45
Not too closely 18
Not at all 13

Which of the following solutions do you think would be in the best interests of the boy : for him
to remain in the U.S. to live with relatives who have requested he stay here (or) For him to live
with his father in Cuba, as his father has requested?

Remain in the US 45%
Live with his father in Cuba 45
Other 3

No opinion 7
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IN TIHE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. McC'oLLGM introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on

A BILL

Fbr the relief of Elian Gonzalez-Brotous.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Flouse of Representa-
tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. NATURALIZATION OF ELIAN GONZALEZ-~

BROTONS.

Notwithstanding section 337(a) or any other provi-
sion of title III of the Immigration and Nationality Act
(8 U.S.C. 1401 et seq.), Ehan Gonzulez-Brotons shall be

considered to be a naturalized citizen ot the United States

F:\V6B\011800\011800.034

] UJ o
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I ax of the date of the enactment of this Aet and shall be

2 furnished by the Attorney General with a certificate of

3 natuwralization.

LRI

January 18, 2000
F:\V6\0118001011800.034
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106TH CONGRESS
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IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Mr. MENENDEZ introduced the following bill; which was referred to the
Committee on

A BILL

For the relief of Elian Gonzalez.

1 Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representu-
2 tives of the United States of America wn Congress assembled,
3 SECTION 1. PERMANENT RESIDENT STATUS FOR ELIAN
=
= 4 GONZALEZ.
=
= 5 Notwithstanding the Immigration and Nationality
% 6 Act, or any other provision of law—
==
= 7 (1) Elian Gonzalez is declared to be an alien
% 8 lawfully admitted for permanent residence in the

January 21, 2000
F:\V6\012100\012100.024

] VWX
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January 21, 2000
F:\V6\012100\012100.024

2

United States as of the date of the enactment of this
Act; and

(2) the provisions of section 101(a)(13)(C)(ii)
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C.
1101(2)(13)(ii)) shall not apply to Elian Gonzalez,
and he shall not be regarded as seeking an admis-
sion into the United States for purposes of the im-

migration laws, if he is absent from the United

States for any period by reason of having traveled

to Cuba.

R UUJ



CUBAN BOY
January 25, 2000

CONTEXT: On January 21, Elian Gonzalez’s grandmothers traveled to the U.S. to appeal for
their grandson’s return to his family in Cuba. On January 22, the grandmothers,
accompanied by representatives of the National Council of Churches, met with the Attorney
General and INS Commissioner to express their concerns. They asked for assistance in
arranging to see their grandson, which INS has attempted to pursue quietly since the meeting.
Yesterday, the grandmothers flew to Miami in hopes of seeing Elian, but they and the boy’s
relatives could not agree on a location for the meeting. The grandmothers left Miami last
night. A Cuban consular official requested a meeting and did meet with the grandmothers
while they were in Miami. Sen. Mack introduced a bill to confer citizenship on the boy
yesterday, and Rep. McCollum introduced companion legislation in the House.

What is the INS decision in the Elian Gonzalez case? Do you support it?

. INS determined that Elian’s father, Juan Gonzalez, has sole authority to speak on his
son’s behalf regarding his immigration status in this case. Mr. Gonzalez has asked that his son
be returned to Cuba.

o INS very carefully assessed the law and the facts. We believe they handled this case in
the appropriate manner and we support their decision.

Congress is seeking to pass legislation that confers citizenship or permanent resident status
on Elian Gonzalez. Will you veto such a bill?

o It would be premature to comment on any specific bill, but as the President has said, we
hope this issue will not be politicized, [and we strongly oppose legislation to confer citizenship
on the child.]

. It would be premature to comment on any question of a veto.

[IF ASKED] Are you concerned that Cuban officials are controlling the grandmothers’
actions based on their contact with them yesterday?

. All the officials from the Department of Justice and INS who have met with the
grandmothers have been profoundly impressed by the genuineness of their desire to see Elian and

to have him return to his home in Cuba.

. We believe that this case should not continue to be politicized, and we hope that the



T,

family will be able to work together to resolve this matter as quickly as possible. It is routine,
however, for consular officials to meet with their citizens abroad.

What’s your reaction to the grandmothers’ visit?

o We have said from the beginning that we believe that the presence of Elian’s father or
family members would be helpful, but that any decision to come here would be up to them. We
continue to hope that the family will be able to get together while the grandmothers are here.

What is the next step in this case? What happens next in the federal lawsuit filed by
attorneys for Elian’s great uncle?

o Any questions on next steps for the grandmothers should be directed to them. As to the

legal proceedings, this is a matter for the Justice Department to handle, and in keeping with
normal policy, we cannot comment on pending litigation.

Does the White House support the Attorney General’s view that the state courts don’t have
jurisdiction over the boy from Cuba?

o As we have said before, this matter is appropriately in the hands of the INS and the
Department of Justice.

What about Dan Burton’s subpoena?

. INS and the Attorney General are involved in dealing with all the related legal
developments in this case.

Aren’t we heading toward a dramatic confrontation in which INS will have to go in and
take the child from his Miami relatives?

. Again, this matter is appropriately in the hands of the INS and the Department of Justice.
The Attorney General continues to urge all parties to work together to resolve this matter as
quickly as possible.

Were the political implications of the decision discussed at the senior levels?

] White House officials did not seek to, nor did they, influence the outcome of this
decision, which, let me reiterate, was made solely by the responsible authorities following the



law and INS rules and procedures.



Irene Bueno
01/27/2000 09:59:19 AM

Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc: Marjorie Tarmey/WHO/EOP@EOP, Leslie BernsteinflWHO/EOP@EOP, Wendy L. Patten/NSC/EOP@EOP
Subject: Opposition growing to special citizenship bill; normal procedures will be followed

FYI - see CQ article below.
Forwarded by Irene Bueno/OPD/EOP on 01/27/2000 09:57 AM

From: Lisa J. Macecevic on 01/27/2000 09:19:51 AM
Record Type: Record

To: See the distribution list at the bottom of this message

cc:
Subject: Opposition growing to special citizenship bill; normal procedures will be followed

CQ MONITOR NEWS
OPPOSITION GROWS TO SPECIAL CITIZENSHIP BILL FOR CUBAN BOY
By Elizabeth A. Palmer, CQ Staff Writer

Jan. 26, 2000 - Congressional support for granting U.S. citizenship to 6-year-old Cuban
refugee Elian Gonzalez appeared to erode Wednesday even as the boy and his grandmothers
were reunited briefly in Florida.

As Senate Republicans emerged from their weekly luncheon, several said that the
conference was deeply split over the issue, while Democrats said they were united against the
bill (S 1999) introduced by Connie Mack, R-Fla.

"The boy should go back to his father. I'm not on Senator Mack's side. And I am a long
way from being alone," said Slade Gorton, R-Wash., after the weekly GOP policy luncheon.

Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott, Miss., a cosponsor of the bill, did not to commit to any
specific timetable for Senate action.

"It is not going to be acted on this week," he said. "Obviously it could come up next week.
But there are a lot of people looking at thlS issue and there may be developments between now
and then."

Both Lott and Jud1c1ary Committee Chairman Orrin G. Hatch, R-Utah, said the Senate bill,
if it comes up, would go directly to the floor, not through the Judiciary committee.



"My intent is to bring it up if Senator Mack and the supporters of the legislation conclude
that that's the only way that this can be fairly considered in a custody court, not to be
determined by the INS or Janet Reno," Lott added.

The Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) has determined that Elian, who was
rescued at sea off the coast of Miami last November, should be returned to Cuba to be with his
father. Elian's mother died trying to reach the United States. The citizenship bill is designed to
take the decision away from the INS and allow a Florida court to decide who will have custody
of Elian.

"We ought to take into consideration the mother's desire," to live in the United States, said
Mack, as well as the father's desire to have his son returned.

In addition to Gorton, Arlen Specter, R-Pa., and Chuck Hagel, R-Neb., said they opposed
the Mack bill. With Minorit}mm Daschle, S.D., holding on to his Democrats,
passage of the bill would be difficult.

Democrats announced on the Senate floor Wednesday that if forced to vote on the
legislation, they will offer a non-binding resolution urging his return to his father.

In the House, Speaker J. Dennis Hastert, Ill., said, "The understanding is whatever we do,
we need to make sure the welfare of the boy is the No. 1 priority." He also said he believes
"the courts are the best arena to settle this ... especially the family courts."

Majority Whip Tom DeLay, Texas, plans to meet Thursday with the boy's uncles who have
been caring for him in Miami since November.

But House leaders have decided that the private relief bill introduced by Bill
McCollum, R-Fla., will not be considered outside normal procedures.

It will be referred to the Judiciary Subcommittee on Immigration and Claims which will ask
INS for a report on the case. During that time, a source said, it is customary for the INS to
halt deportation procedures, but it is also likely that the subcommittee will wait to act until the
report is delivered.

When the bill reaches the full committee, according to a source, at least two Republicans on
the full committee could vote against the bill. If Democrats are united in opposition, it would
take just three GOP defections to kill it.

The GOP leadership would face a difficult quandary on the next step. If it continues
under normal rules, the bill would be brought to the floor as a private relief measure,
which means the objection of just one member would kill it. The only way around that
problem is to send the measure to the Rules Committee for a protective rule, which would
be a break with precedent.
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La Habana, 21 de enero de 2000

Excmo. Sr. William Clinton
Presidente
Estados Unidos de América

Estimado Presidente:

Las dos abuelas del nifio Elidn Gonzilez Brotons hemos venido hasta Nueva York con
la esperanza de recuperarlo.

Podrd suponer usted que hacer este viaje ha significado un gran sacrificio para
nuestra familia, que no se ha separado un solo instante desde el momento de la
tragedia en que perdimos a una hija y hemos sido Jorzados a contemplar con infinito
dolor el secuestro de nuestro nieto. En los tltimos dfas los que retienen
criminalmente al nifio ya no nos permiten sigquiera hablar con él.

Sabemos que usted, enfrenténdose a grandes obstéculos, ha expresado su
reconocimiento al derecho indiscutible del padre de recuperar a su hijo. Juan
Miguel el padre de Eliancito, nosotras y toda la Jamilia estamos destruidos y vivimos
el horror de ver pasar el tiempo. '

A pesar de que conacemos de su inmenso trabajo, le solicitamos que nos reciba
aungue sea por unos minutos. De usted preferirlo, serfa absolutamente confidencial.

Si nos concede ese honor, constituirla para nosotras un extraordinario aliento, que
ahora o en el futuro serfa muy apreciado también por el pueblo de Estados Unidos
que. apegado a los valores de familia, en muy amplia mayoria es decididamente
partidario de que el nifio regrese junto a su padre, abuelos y demds familiares.

Puede localizarnos en la casa de la Reverenda Joan Campbell, Yy el contacto se haria
en la forma'y lugar que usted estime pertinente.

Mariela Ql%na Garrido y Raque@odzguez zodﬂguez

Abuelas de Elién Gonzdlez Brotons



For Boy and Grandmothers

Private Meeting Is Planned
Agency s Threat Paves Way for Reunion

By LIZETTE ALVAREZ

WASHINGTON, Jan. 25 ~ Threat-
ened with an order from the !mmi-
gration and Naturalization Service,
Elian Gonzalez's Miami relatives
agreed today to let 6-year-old Elian
meet his Cuban grandmothers pri-
vately on Wednesday at a neutral
place outside the family’s house.

The decision came after immigra-
tion officials ratcheted up the pres-
sure on the family, warning them in
a letter that if they did not agree to a
meeting on neutral ground the agen-
cy could revoke Elian’s “parole,” or
his temporary permission to remain
in this country.

The grandmothers will meet Elidn
at 4 p.m. at the home of Sister Jeanne
O’Laughlin, the president of Barry
University and a nun belonging to the
Dominican order. _

““We have reiterated that the
grandmothers will not be able to take
him with them at this time,” said
Carole Florman, a Justice Depart-
ment spokeswoman. She added that
the immigration agency's demand
for a meeting was not negotiable.

Another Justice Department offi-
cial said that the family “‘needed to
understand the seriousness” of the
meeting, which is why the agency's
letter was sternly worded.

The administration’s decisions on
‘how to deal with the case have been
made within the Justice Department
by Attorney General Janet Reno and
Doris Meissner, the immigration
commissioner, officials said.

“It's been mostly those two,” said
a senior Justice Department official,
asserting that the White House had
not been involved directly in deci-
sion-making in the case. “We have
kept them informed,” said the offi-
cial, speaking on condition of ano-
nymity. “But we haven’t sought or
received any input from them.”

On Capitol Hill, Elidn's grand-
mothers delivered pleas today to
sympathetic lawmakers, who vowed
to block legislation in the House and
Senate to make Elian an American
citizen. Outraged Senate Democrats
pledged to filibuster the Senate bill if
it reached the floor, which could hap-
pen as early as next week.

President Clinton jumped into the
fray, urging Congress to hold off on
legislation until the legal challenge is
complete. Mr. Clinton also held out
the possibility that he would veto the
citizenship measure if it clears Con-
gress. “Plainly,” Mr. Clinton said,
“*he would have more economic op-
portunity in this country, but all the
evidence indicates that his father
genuinely loved him.”

Elian's great-uncle in Miami, La-
zaro Gonzalez, has sued the federal
government to block the boy's return
to his father, arguing that sending
him back to Cuba is tantamount to
child abuse. Elian’s mother and 10
others died when their makeshift
boat capsized. Elian was picked up
as he drifted on an inner tube .on
Thanksgiving Day.

By making Elidn a citizen, law-
mabkers said they hope to remove the
immigration complications from the
case, including the federal lawsuit,
and focus it solely on the custody
issue. A second bill that would make
him a permanent resident is also
expected to be talken up by the House,

But Mr. Clinton expressed concern
woday that Congress’s action may set
a hasty, complex precedent that has
not been thoroughly analyzed. I
mean this sort of thing could happen
again because you have so many
people coming to our shores from all
these different countries,” he said.

Several sympathetic members of
Congress, pledging to derail the
legistation, traveled to Capitol Hill
despite today’s snowstorm and met

with Elidn's grandmothers, who
camed bundled up in new winter
coats and boots.

The grandmothers, who dabbed at
their eyes with balled-up tissue, said -
they had been unable to see their
grandson on Monday after their re-
quest for a neutral meeting place
was declined by their Miami rela-
tives. The women said Mr. Gonza-
lez’s home in the Little Havana
neighborhood of Miami, which has
been ringed by Cuban-American
Castro foes day and night, would be
too fiery a location.

‘*We asked to have a neutral gath-
ering with just the child,” said Mar-
iela Quintana, the boy's paternal
grandmother, following a meeting
with Representative Sheila Jackson-
Lee, a Texas Democrat who sits on
the immigration subcommittee.
“But they didn't accept that. They
want to have this in their house, full
of people, and with a party. I'm not
up to a party. I just want to see my
grandchild alone.” :

Raquel Rodriguez said she did not
want to see Elian’s Miami relatives.
“They have offended me on the
phone, they have offended me on
television,” she said.

Mr. Gonzilez has said he invited
the grandmothers to visit Elian in his
home so the women could see where
Elidn lives and see that he is loved.

Senator Christopher J. Dodd, a

On Capitol Hill,

wrangling over a
Cuban boy’s fate.

Connecticut Democrat and a long-
time advocate for lifting the econom-
ic embargo against Cuba, decried the
citizenship legislation, calling it ‘pa- N
thetic.”” And he, along with several -
other Democrats and one Republi-~
can, Senator Chuck Hagel, an influ-*
ential Nebraska Republican, said
they hope to convince lawmakers not
to offer the bill.

*This boy ought to go home and be
with his father,” Mr. Dodd said. “It is °
shameful we're allowing it to become
a national debate.”

Mr. Hagel called the conversation -
with the grandmothers “revealing’
and added that he would speak with
Senator Trent Lott, the Republican
majority leader from Mississippi, to
convince him to abandon plans to -
bring the legislation to the floor. ’

“It's obvious to me that this was
not a woman fleeing from a tyranni-
cal regime that was oppressing her- -
and her family and her 6-year-old
boy,” Mr. Hagel said, noting the-
grandmothers’ earlier assertions -
that Elidn's mother was forced to
take the boat by Elian’s stepfather. -

Representatives Jose E. Serrano, .
a New York Democrat, and Jim Mc-
Govern, a Massachusetts Democrat, -
said they would ask Mr. Clinton to
veto the bill. .

Gauging support in Congress is
difficult at this point, with lawmak-
ers on both sides of the issue saying
they expect a messy fight. I don’t
have iilusions that this is a slam
dunk,” said Representative Ileana
Ros-Lehtinen, a Florida Republican
who has introduced one of the bills. -

Republicans in Congress and on
the campaign trail have embraced
the decision on Elian’s future, turn-
ing the diplomatic tug-of-war into an
opportunity to vilify Fidel Castro and
communism. But some conservative
Republicans said they object to di--
viding a father and son and are not,
expected to support the bill. s
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White Hoit_se Talks Set in;Dispute on Base

By ELIZABETH BECKER

WASHINGTON, Jan. 25 — The
White House has agreed to a request
by the governor of Puerto Rico to
step in and accelerate negotiations
with the Navy about resuming weap-
ons training on its base on the island
of Vieques.

After the governor rejected the
Navy’s latest proposal to hold a ref-
erendum on the issue, the White
House agreed to the request last
night and invited Puerto Rico’s top
negotiator to resume negotiations on
Thursday in Washington. But White
House officials voiced support for the
Navy’s proposal to leave a final deci-
sion on the base’s future to the citi-
zens of Vieques rather than to Gov.
Pedro J. Rossellg.

The Navy proposed last week that
a referendum be held in 3 to 18
months offering the citizens of Vie-
ques a choice of allowing the armed
forces to resume training with live
ammunition and receive $40 million
in community aid in gratitude or
closing the base within five years.
There would be no testing on the
island, where there is a moratorium
on live-fire exercises through March
1, after the referendum, administra-
tion officials said.

“This proposal is worse than the
last one,” said Alfonso Aguilar,
spokesman for the governor. “We've
only got a few weeks left, and we
know the Navy is pressuring the
president for a decision before the
moratorium ends in March.”

The president suspended all mili-
tary exercises on Vieques, a small
island in the commonwealth of Puer-
to Rico, in April, when a civilian
Puerto Rican guard was killed after

Marine jets dropped bombs that
unintentionally hit an observation
,tower. That death touched off pro-
tests that have led to the occupation
of the base by more than 100 people.
In December the president halted
live-fire military exercises there and
ordered an end to all exercises in five
years. Governor Rossellé immedi-
ately rejected that as not a sufficient
compromise, saying Puerto Rico

Puerto Ricans see a
stalemate with the
Navy over Viegues.

wanted a ban on bombing exercises
on Vieques that could be legally bind-
ing.

Last Friday the Navy made its’

counterproposal, a referendum,
which has the backing of the presi-
dent, a senior administration official
said.

“We're suggesting the referendum
is the way to go to give the Navy a
chance to present its plan and see
what the will of the people of Vieques
really is,” a senior White House offi-
cial said. ““The Puerto Ricans need to
understand that the president as
commander in chief must push for-

ward the readiness of the armed -

forces while weighing the concerns
of the people of Vieques.”

Since World War 11, the Navy and
Marines have used the 900-acre
range on Vieques for their only com-
prehensive live-fire exercises on the

East Coast, involving amphibious
landings, aerial bombardments and
naval gunfire. While the Navy calls
the range its *‘crown jewel” because
these joint exercises are necessary
to prepare the battle groups for de-
ployment, the citizens of Vieques
have called the base unacceptable.

Governor Rossello has said the
bombardment of Vieques over more
than 50 years has led to high unem-
ployment, high rates of cancer and
severe damage to the island’s wild-
life and its fragile coral reef.

The Navy has admitted that it mis-
handled relations with the people of
Vieques and has asked for another
chance. But the citizens of Puerto
Rico have put Vieques on the politi-
cal agenda in the presidential cam-
paign and in New York State, which
has-a large Puerto Rican population.

Vice President Al Gore sides with
Puerto Rico in the debate, as does
Hillary Rodham Clinton, who is run-
ning for the Senate from New York.

Republicans in Congress have
backed the Navy and have scheduled
hearings in the House and Senate on
legislation that would the Roosevelt
Roads naval station in Puerto Rico, a
$3 billion entity, if the common-"
wealth refuses to allow the resump-
tion of live-fire training, :

Puerto Rico officials derided that :
proposal as scare tactics and have
asked that the Navy be excluded

-from the talks on Thursday.

“We don't want to talk to the Navy
anymore,” Mr. Aguilar said.

On Thursday, Ange! Morey, Puerto
Rico’s secretary of state, will meet
with John D. Podesta, the White
House chief of staff, and a Defense
Department representative.
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The Law on Campaign Money

The Supreme Court performed a valuable pub-
lic service on Monday by demolishing one of the
main arguments brandished by Congressional foes
of campaign finance reform. In a decisive 6-to-3
ruling, the court reaffirmed the constitutionality of
campaign contribution limits and exposed the emp-
tiness of claims that the First Amendment presents
an insurmountable bar to meaningful action by
lawmakers to restrict the corrupting flow of money
into campaigns. :

The case involved a test of Missouri's $1,075
limit on an individual’s donations to a statewide
candidate. A lower appeals court had struck down
the limit on free-speech grounds, in essence overrul-
ing the portion of the Supreme Court's 1976 decision
in Buckley v. Valeo that upheld the $1,000 contribu-
tion limit for federal candidates as a permissible
precaution against corruption.

In rejecting this invitation to reconsider its
approval of the cap in light of 24 years of inflation,
the court put due emphasis on the corruptive nature
of large campaign gifts. It also turned aside argu-
ments that such limits amount to suppression of
speech, lacking any concrete proof that candidates
are prevented from raising sufficient funds to get
their voices heard. ‘‘Leave the perception of impro-
priety unanswered, and the cynical assumption that
large donors call the tune could jeopardize the
willingness of voters to take part in democratic
government,” wrote Justice David Souter in the
majority opinion signed by five of his colleagues,

including Chief Justice William Rehnquist.

Senator Mitch McConnell, the Kentucky Repub-
lican who is the leading Congressional opponent of
campaign finance reform, says the opinion is incon-
sequential to the ongoing battle over banning the
unregulated contributions to political parties known
as soft money. Yet one immediate effect of the
decision is to render laughable Mr. McConnell’s
attempt to portray himself as a First Amendment
champion for opposing a soft-money ban. The ma-
jority opinion did not address soft money directly.
But its endorsement of contribution limits to protect
the integrity of the political process strongly sug-
gests that legislative steps to prevent candidates
from evading those limits by raising and spending
soft money would also pass muster.

Indeed, as the two concurring opinions by Jus-
tices John Paul Stevens and Stepherr Breyer under-
scored, a number of justices are deeply concerned
about the dominant role of big money in politics.
They also seemed concerned about the court’s own
role in helping to accelerate the money chase by
ruling, in another, highly lamentable part of the
Buckley decision, that limits on campaign spending
violate the First Amendment. In future rulings, the
court needs to allow limits on both contributions and
spending of personal funds by wealthy candidates.

In reaffirming contribution limits, the court
decided that those limits do not harm anyone's
rights to free speech. No one is prevented from
speaking, just from buying undue influence.

Elidan Gonzéalez and Congress

As the case of Elian Gonzalez enters its third
month with no end in sight, it is becoming more and
more evident why the fate of this 6-year-old Cuban

boy belongs in a federal court rather than in the

streets of Miami or Havana — or in the halls of
Congress. Congressional moves this week to have
Elidn declared an American citizen have added a
new level of exploitation to this unseemly saga.

Two members of Congress from Florida, Sena-
tor Connie Mack and Representative Bill McCol-
lum, have introduced bills to grant the boy citizen-
ship or permanent residency. Their avowed purpose
is to remove jurisdiction over his status from the
federal Immigration and Naturalization Service,
where it properly belongs, and hand it over to a
Florida family court as a child-custody dispute. This
is an unacceptable misuse of a citizenship process
to manipulate the venue of a court case.

It is especially troubling when the object of the
dispute is 6 years old. There is in fact no basis in law
for a custody dispute. To this day no one has
presented evidence suggesting that Elian’s di-
vorced father, Juan Miguel Gonzalez, is an unfit
parent. After Elian was rescued at sea following an
accident that killed his mother, Mr. Gonzdlez was
interviewed extensively by LN.S. officials in Ha-

vana, and satisfied them that he had a close and
involved relationship with his son. In a country like
Cuba, no one can truly know if a man is speaking
freely. But his credibility has been strengthened
this past week by Elian's two grandmothers, who
have traveled to the United States in hopes of
retrieving Elidn and returning home with him. Both
grandmothers have spoken of their love for Elian
and there is no evidence of coercion. ’

Holding Elidn in this country only plays into
Fidel Castro’s hands. His opponents in Miami and
their backers in Washington are subverting uncon-
tested family ties in the interest of an all-consuming
political agenda. They assume that the nature of
one’s government is the only criterion in the quality
of his life. In so doing they emulate the totalitarian
ideal that they correctly abhor.

" President Clinton was right yesterday when he
reiterated that Elian’s case should play out in court.
As a matter of law, the LN.S. has authority to
determine this boy’s lawful guardian, and the agen-
¢y has justly found that his father has the right to
decide that his son should be returned to Cuba.
Elian's relatives in Miami have appealed in federal
Court, and that — not Congress in an election year
~ is where this case should be resolved.
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Danger Within Pakistan

The mountains, deserts and valleys stretching
from Afghanistan to Pakistan and the disputed
Indian state of Kashmir have long been a hiding
place used by Islamic militants. Now the United
States has stepped up the pressure on Pakistan to
expel one of the most militant of these groups, which
Washington believes was responsible for the hijack-
ing of an Indian Airlines jet last month. Gen. Pervez
Musharraf, who seized power in Islamabad last
October, may find it politically difficult to crack
down on these radicals, but it is in his own interest to
oust them. If the extremists operating within Paki-
stani territory are not brought under control, their
next target could be Pakistan itself.

After the hijackers of the Indian Airlines jet
released their passengers, India charged that Paki-
stan was behind the episode. No evidence was cited
but there was speculation in New Delhi that it
included intercepts of communications between Pa-
kistani intelligence operatives and the group known
as Harkat ul-Mujahedeen. This group, which used to
be known as Harkat ul-Ansar, is on the State De-
partment’s list of terrorist groups. It is believed to

be behind the bloody insurgency in Kashmir, India’s
only Muslim-dominated state.

In their recent conflicts, India has exercised
laudable restraint with Pakistan. When Pakistan-
backed militants infiltrated into Indian territory
last spring, India did not retaliate by invading
Pakistan territory. Since the hijacking, India has
tried to crack down on Islamic radicals in Kashmir
but has been caretul not to escalate clashes on the
Pakistan-India border. It is now Pakistan’s turn to
exercise restraint, recognizing that any support for

_groups threatening India militarily is risky. The

world cannot afford to allow the region’s two nucle-
ar-armed nations to increase their tensions.

President Clinton is planning to visit India in the
spring. His earlier plan to stop also in Pakistan is
said to be on hold, pending Islamabad’s response to
the request that it rein in the militants, ease ten-
sions with India and move toward restoring a
democratic government. The administration should
use as much leverage as possible to get General
Musharraf's government to expel those groups
whose only interest is to fan hostilities.

Return of the White Stuff

Something about a sudden heavy snow of the
kind that fell yesterday carries New York right
back to the end of the 19th century and to a vision of
urban winter caught by Alfred Stieglitz. In 1893 he
photographed a horse team plodding through deep
gray slush along Fifth Avenue on a similar day of
driving snow, diminished sightlines, rapid accumu-
lation. Yesterday, of course, it was taxis, not horses,
slithering gingerly through intersections. Buses

slipped their wheels on the barely perceptible grade -

up West 42nd Street toward the library. During the
thickest snowfall the city seemed almost depopulat-
ed. Pedestrians became studies in gray and white.
The skyline withdrew into a pale monochrome, and
yet the fallen snow sharpened the horizontal lines of
every building in sight, just as it did for Stieglitz.
A month ago winter seemed more than improb-
able, no matter what the calendar said. Even far
north of the city there was no frost in the ground,
and the snow that fell vanished on contact with the

warm earth. So naturally this storm and the week of
cold weather leading up to it feel like retribution for
an unnatural December, payback for all those ele-
vator chats about the upside of global warming.
winter is never easy — and for some the past few
days have been a genuine trial — but it is hard not to
enjoy the disarray a snow squall creates. It occa-
sions a day of subtle misrule. Fashion — like
alternate-side parking — is suspended. Promptness

s relaxed, as is a certain amount of neatness

around the pants cuffs. An inordinate amount of
attention goes into making the next step count.

The only recourse is to take pleasure in pure
seasonality. Spring has its defining moments, as do
summer and fall. We had almost forgotten that this
is how winter defines itself — the crunch of artificial
salt underfoot, the rasp of snow shovels on concrete,
a day with all the color of a seagull’s plumage, the
sting of wind-blown snow in the ear, a growing,
drifting silence as night sets in.
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Elian to Meet With His Grandmothers Today

Agreement Comes
After INS Threatens
0-Year-Old’s Status

By Rarex DeYouve
and JurLter Ercperin
u'u.J)[n!_mm Pust Stuff Wrirers

Florida relatives of 6-year-old Elian
Gonzalez agreed last night to bring the
boy to a meeting with his Cuban grand-
mothers in a “neutral location” in Miami
today, after the federal government
threatened Elian’s immigration status in
this country.

Justice Depart-
ment officials said
that  grandmothers
Raquel Rodriguez and
Mariela ~ Gonzalez,
who spent yesterday
in Washington, would
return to Miami for
the 4 p.m. meeting.
Under the agreement,
they will visit with
Elian alone, with no
time restriction, at
the home of the presi-
dent of Barry Univer-
sity, a local Catholic
college.

Relatives in Miami,
who have refused to
send Elian home to
his Cuban father de-
spite an Immigration
and Naturalization Service ruling early
thix month, received reassurances that
“nu Cuban officials™ would be present
and that the grandmothers understood
“it was onlv a visit and Elian would not be
leaving with them,” according to U.S.
government officials. Officials also told
the relatives that after the meeting Elian
he would return to the house in Miami's
Little Havana where he has been staying.
Although an INS letter 1o attorievs re-
presenting the Miami relatives had set a
3:30 p.mi. deadline vesterday for them to
respond. it was not until evening that the
agreement was struck.

While they waited, the grandmothers
visited sympathetic legislators on Capi-
tol Hill and urged Congress not to force
citizenship on Elian President Clinton
said he would not rule out a veto of a citi-
zenship hill, saving that “at a minimum, I
would like o see this court case plaved
out betore the Congress takes action.”

Political momentum on the Elian con-
troversy was stowed somewhat vesterday

fiLe proTC

tlian Gonzalez,
6, is scheduled
to meet today
with his
grandmothers at
the home of the
president of a
Catholic college
in Florida.

by the snowstorm that kept much of
Washington home trom work. The Jus-
tice Department put off for at least a day
asking the US. District Court in Miami
tor expedited consideration of a federal
lawsiit filed by the Florida relatives.

In Congress. mectings in which law-
makers planned to devise strategies to
support or oppost citizenship bills were
delaved. But an informal survey of some
members in the House and Senate in-
dicated that opinion on the matter was
divided, despite strong support from the
leadership in both chambers. Sponsors of
bills introduced Monday said their goal
was to take the case out of the hands of
the INS and allow it to be decided by a
Florida family court.

Yesterday's INS ultimatum, sent in a
letter to attornevs for the Miami rela-
tives, came after a tense standotf Monday
between the relatives and grandmothers,
who had traveled to Miami hoping to
meet with Elian.

Lazaro Gonzalez, the boy’s paternal
great-uncle with whom he has been living
since he was rescued from a Thanks-
giving week shipwreck in which his
mother drowned, said the meeting could
take place only in his Little Havana

" home, where dozens of relatives had

gathered and hundreds were demon-

" strating in the streets.

The grandmothers insisted on a neu-
tral location—at one point suggesting
the home of another great-uncle. The Mi-
ami family rejected that offer. and Lazaro
Gonzalez told the women by cell phone
that “this is Elian’s new home now.”
sources said.

Alfter a five-hour wait, the women left,
flving back to Washington aboard a plane
chartered by their U.S. sponsors, the Na-
tivnal Council of Churches.

The sharply worded INS letter re-
counted the events of Monday and said
the INS was “obliged to direct Lazaro
Gonzalez to make Elian available for a

visit with his grandmothers™ at 4 p.m.
Wednesday at the Miami Beach home of
Dominican Sister Jeanne O'Laughlin.

The letter noted that Elian had been
“temporarily paroled into the United
States,” pending an inspection interview
with the child by INS authorities, which
must take place before INS can enforce
its Jan. 4 order that he be reunited with
his father. It also said that regulations au-
thorized the government to “place condi-
tions™ on that parole. Failure to respond,
the INS said, “will be cunstrued as a re-
fusal to make Elian availuble for the meet-
ing and as w breach of Ehan's parole.”

U.S. officials said that they had been
prepared to ask for an emergency federal
court urder to foree the hearing if the rel-
atives did nat agree.

While a small minority of politicians
have been outspoken in their support for
keeping Elian i the United States, both
Repubiicans and Democrats are deeply
nrteed oncthe subieet,

Rep. Brian Bitbray (R-Calif.), who rep-
resents a swing district in San Diego,
criticized his partv's leadership for being
quick to support congressional interven-
tion in Elian’s case.

“I think a lot of people in this country
know he would live a more prosperous
and freer lite in the United States, but |
think part of this family values is the fa-
ther,” Bilbray said. “There's a whole lot
o’ my colleagues who want to pander on

" tnis issue.”

Several conservative Republicans,
such as'Steve Largent (Okla.) and Rob-
ert W. Goodlatte (Va.), also support re-
turning the boy to Cuba on the basis of
parental rights.

But John Feehery, spokesman for
House Speaker J. Dennis Hastert (R-I1L.), -
said, “We support what's doing the best
thing for this child. which is getting it to
the courtroom so it can be completed
with due process.”

Though polls indicate a majority of
Americans support sending Elian back to
his father, Republicans said lawmakers
who oppose it feel strongly enough that
they would not bow to public opinion.

If they became law, the bills intro-

-duced in the Senate by Connie Mack and

in the House by Bill McCollum, both
Florida Republicans. would mark the

“first time an individual had been natu-

ralized by act of Congress. A separate
bill, introduced by House Demacratic
Caucus Vice Chair Robert Menendez
(N.J.), would give Elian permanent resi-
dency. Menendez said he hoped his bill .
could attract “a broader base of support”
than the citizenship legislation.

But other Democrats are fiercely op-
posed to both bills. Rep. Charles B. Ran-
gel (D-N.Y.). who vesterday introduced a
sense of Congress resolution that Eliun
should be reunited with his father. said
lawmakers who vote for the two cit-
zenship measures “would want to show
they're against communism. dictatorship
and Castro, and the kid would still be a
pawn.”

Sen. Christopher J. Dodd (Conn ), one
of several Democrats who hosted the
grandmothers in bipartisan meetings
yesterday, said that the Republican lead-
ership “is elevating this thing to a pathet-
ic level.”

“Whatever one feels about Fidel Cas-
tro,” Dodd said. supporters of keeping
Elian in this country “are allowing their
hatred for an old man in Cuba tw in-
terfere with the love of a father and a
son.”

Staff writer Suc Anne Pressicr
contrihuted to His report from Miam:.
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Energy Chief Touts Security Upgrades at Nuclear Labs

By Vernox Lors
ashington P Staff Wnte:

Eneray Secretary Bill Richardson
said yesterday that his department
has dramatically improved security
and counterintelligence at nuclear
weapons  lshoratories  over  nine
months, investing heavily in counter-
intelligence and training more than
M0 computer systems  administra-
tors in the latest cyber-security tech-
niques.

“There’s no mission that's more
important to me than taking actions
necessary o ensure that America’s

nuclear secrets are well guarded,”
Richardson said at a news confer-
ence, releasing three internal audits
that claim steady gains in security.

Edward J. Curran, a top FBI coun-
terintelligence official assigned to
DOE since May 1998, added that the
department’s spending on counterin-
telligence has grown from less than
$5 million in 1997 to $38.2 million in
the current fiscal year—with a $45.2
million budget proposed for fiscal
2001,

“In my opinion, DOE's counterin-
telligence program is equal to all the
other [counterintelligence) programs

in the federal government—and ex-
ceeds most of them,” Curran said.
Retired Air Force Gen. Eugene E.
Habiger, who was named DOF, secu-
rity “czar” in June after Richardson
consolidated all of the department’s
security functions, said it is now vir-
tually impossible for employees to
transfer nuclear secrets from classi-
fied to unclassified computer net-
works—as the Taiwanese American
physicist Wen Ho Lee allegedly did at
Los Alamos National Laboratory.
These buoyant assessments come
almost a year after an investigation of
alleged Chinese espionage at Los Ala-

mos triggered intense concern in
Washington over nuclear security.

In response, Congress last year
created a semiautonomous agency at

DOE to oversee the nation’s nuclear .

weapons complex. It also placed a
moratorium on all visits to the weap-
ons laboratories by scientists from
sensitive countries.

Richardson said he is committed
to establishing the new National Nu-
clear Security Administration by
March 1, as required by Congress.
But he stressed that even with the
naming of a new undersecretary to
run the agency, he and his security

team would retain ultimate responsi-
bility for operations at the weapons
laboratories.

Habiger said cyber-security was so
lax a year ago that the weapons lab-
oratories did not even have a uniform
policy governing the use of computer
passwords. Many employees used
their last names or initials, and some
simply typed “password” when log-
ging onto classified networks, he
said.

Now, Habiger added, “we have a
password policy that 1 would put up
against any in industry and acade-
mia.”



JUDY MANN

Cuban Exiles’ Obsession Is Catching

hatever moral authority the Cuban exile
w community had, it has squandered in the

space of a couple of months of insanity
over the future of 6-year-old Elian Gonzalez.

The child has been turned into an international
pawn in the bitter-end fight of Cubans who fled to
Miami after Fidel Castro’s takeover. Now we have
members of the Florida congressional delegation
introducing legislation to grant citizenship to the
child, a crude ploy to get him out of the jurisdiction
of the Immigration and Naturalization Service,
which has ruled that the boy should be returned to
his father in Cuba.

What is happening is nothing short of
kidnapping.

And the irony is that it's the law-and-order
Republicans who are leading the charge. These

include Rep. Bill McCollum (Fla.), who will always

be remembered as one of the most obnoxiously
sanctimonious impeachment managers. On the
Senate side, legislation to thrust citizenship on little
Elian is being sponsored by Connie Mack (Fla.},
who ought to know better than to get involved with
wrapping up a child in the American flag and then
stealing him. These busybodies keep yammering
about how much better off Elian would be if he
could grow up in the United States, but as far as 1
can tell, Elian's welfare has not been a priority.

One of the mantras of the exile community has .
been that Elian’s mother, Elizabet, gave her life so
the child could be raised in freedom. The fact is
nobody really knows what her motives were. The
fact is also that she left Cuba with her boyiriend and
put her 6-vear-old at risk in a boat that was not
seaworthy. It is unlikely that she told her former
hushand. Juan Miguel, of her plans to flee with her
boyfriend and son. So in effect she was also
severing the boy's ties with his father.

Elian’s two grandmothers traveled here last
weckend and made an impassioned plea to
Attorney General Janet Reno to free the child to
return with them to Cuba. Here, at least, are two
people who sound like they know what’s important
to a 6-year-old. They, for example, have not lost
sight of the fact that this child's mother drowned.
“The retention of Elian in the United States adds to
the tragedy of the family over the loss” of Elian’s
mother, they said in a statement they gave to Reno.
“For us, the significance of returning Elian to his
family will honor his mother's memory, retumn the
family to normality and, more importantly, return
Elian to the normality of life with his father,
brother, famnily, friends at school, his toys, dog and
parrot.”

The two women, Mariela Quintana and Raque!
Rodriguez. also asked Reno to return Ebian “to his
immediate family and not to his distant family,
where |there) had not been a previous
relationship.”

Whether the boy wants to stay here or return to
Cuba is not material, He is only 6, years short of
being able to give informed consent to anything.

The INS was right to rule he should be returned to
his father. But as far as Elian's great uncle, Lazaro
Gonzalez, is concerned, it was the wrong decision.
He filed a federal lawsuit last week seeking an
asylum hearing for the boy.

Reno, who has backed the INS, promised the
grandmothers she would seek a quick resolution of
the matter in federal court. So we could end up with
the bizarre situation of a federal court upholding
the INS, while Congress is busily passing
legislation to make Elian a citizen or a permanent
resident, effectively ending his ties with the family
he knows best.

His distant family has shown very little
understanding of a child’s basic need to be with his
family, particularly having just lost his mother.
They may be smothering him with toys and
electronic gadgets, but that can't possibly
compensate for the trauma of being separated from
the family he loves and trusts. Atop that, they've
exposed Elian to a media frenzy that would
intimidate a movie star. The ruling principle in
resolving disputes about children has been to make
the best interests of the child—not of the
adults—paramount. Parents prevail in custody
disputes unless they are shown to be unfit. These
same principles are embedded in the Convention on
the Rights of the Child, to which the United States
is a signatory.

Elian is hardly the first child to be sent back to
his own country. According to the INS, 585 minors
were deported in fiscal 1999. (The agency provided
voluntary departure for an additional 628 minors
that year.) One was deported to China, one to
Vietnam, one to Haiti, 150 to Guatemala, 165 to
Mexico and 169 to Honduras.

During the year, the agency detained 4.607
juveniles from countries ranging from Afghanistan
to Zambia. The group included 648 youngsters
from the Chinese mainland. Many detained
children are released on voluntary recognizance,
usually when the agency finds someone to take care
of them so they can stay in the United States.

No one has raised a fuss about these children and
their futures. Obviously, they and their families fled
conditions that were less than optimum, choosing
to enter this country iliegally to try to better their
lives. But they did not catch the attention of the
Cuban American community, which has been
poisoning American-Cuban relations every since

_Castro took over. That they are now using a

6-year-old to do this shows that they will stop at
nothing to prevent a long-overdue rapprochement
between the two countries.

Kidnapping is against the law. For the Cubans in
Miami who never met Elian to lay claim to him
when his father wants him returned is outrageous.
But what is even more outrageous is to see
members of Congress rushing into this madness
and trying to cloak kidnapping in respectability.
What they're showing the world is that American
arrogance knows no hounds.
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The Great
Game Gets
Rough

The Clinton administration continues
to make happy talk about how well it is
playing the new “Great Game” of energy

. politics in the Caspian region . Mean-
“while, the centerpiece of that strategy—a
set of pipelines that would transport ol
and gas to Turkey—appears to be sag-

ging.

President Clinton's aides had touted
his “diplomatic victory” after a European
summit meeting last November in Istan-
bul, where they won pledges from Tur-
key, Georgia, Azerbaijan and Turkmeni-
stan to support the American pipeline
plan. Administration officials were pat-
ting themselves on the back for out-
smarting the Russians, who wanted to
control the pipeline trade themselves.

But the Istanbul proclamation, like
much else in Clinton's foreign policy,
turns out 10 have been partly a public re-
lations exercise. The Russians have
played the pipeline game harder than the
administration expected—all the way to
fighting a bloody war in Chechnya, in
part to secure access routes for their pipe-
lines. And America’s friends in Ankara,
Baku and Ashgabad may have been pay-
ing lip service to U.S. diplomacy—telling
our visiting president what he wanted to
hear and then making side deals with
Moscow.

A sign that Clinton's pipeline strategy
is in trouble came Monday, when the
Turkish energy ministry announced that
it had failed to reach agreement with
Azerbaijan and Georgia over terms for
the so-called Baku-Ceyhan oil pipeline.
That's the U.S.-backed plan to link Azer-
baijan’s capital of Baku, on the Caspian,
with the Turkish Mediterranean port of
Ceyhan.

The Baku-Ceyhan plan “is collapsing of
its own weight, because the oil isn’t there
for the pipeline,” explains Julia Nanay, an
analyst with the Petroleum Finance Co., a
Washington consulting firm. She notes
that on current projections, the Baku-
Ceyhan line would have far less than the
million-barrel-per-day throughput nced-
ed to make it work commercially.

The other leg of the administration’s
pipeline strategy, the Truns-Caspian Gas
Pipeline, is also wobbly. The consortium
pianning to build the line—which in-
cludes powerhouses Bechtel, GE Capital
and Shell—insists that “we believe it's
commercial and a good investment,” says
a spokesman,

But the Caspian route faces strong
competition from two alternative gas
pipelines to Turkey backed by America's
rivais for regional influence, Russia and
Iran.

The Russian gas project is known as
“Blue Stream.” The Russian giant Gaz-
prom proposes to build this pipeline un-
der the Black Sea. That's quite a techno-
logical feat, and the Russians and their
Italian partner have encountered some
delays in financing the project. But even
administration officials now expect that
it will go forward this year,

The Turks, despite their pledges to
support the Clinton administration’s
plans, have been quite enthusiastic about
Blue Stream. One explanation for this
Turkish support, notes one administra-
tion official, may be the “persistent ru-
mors” in the Turkish press that key Turk-
ish politicians have been bribed to back
Blue Stream.

Meanwhile, the Iranians have complet-
ed their own gas pipeline to Turkey. Con-
struction of the Turkish side of the pipe-
line has been slowed, and the Turks and
Iranians just agreed to delay the “take-or-
pay” start of gas deliveries until Septem-
ber 2001. But Nanay and other industry
analysts predict that the Iranian-Turkish

* line will indeed meet that revised sched-

ule.

So, will the market support a third,
U.S.-backed Caspian pipeline? That's the
practical business question—with the
Russians planning to send Turkey 16 bil-
Lion cubic meters of gas annually via Blue
Stream, and the Iranians planning to
send 10 billion cubic meters through
their line. The Trans-Caspian line would
add another 16 billion cubic meters, and
that's a whole lot of gas, even for a fast-
growing Turkish economy.

Even the consortium, that would build
the Trans-Caspian line notes that the field
may be getting crowded. *If Blue Stream
goes forward, we'd re-examine our de-
sign and capital plans to fit what would be
a slower ramp-up,” says Ed Smith, presi-
dent of PSG International, a partnership
between Bechtel and GE Capital that will
own 50 percent of the Trans-Caspian line.

But the administration, with its eye on
the Great Game, continues to insist that
its pipeline projects will work out fine.
“We still think we've maneuvered all
sides into this agreement rather skillful-
ly." says Energy Secretary Bill Rich-
ardson. “T'll stand by what I said, that it's
a foreign policy victory.”

If onlv victories were so casy. While we
write position papers and framework
agreements, Russian tanks have been lev-
eling Grozny—and lobhing shells or
dropping bombs on our pipeline pals, the
Geormans and the Azenis. For the Rus
sians, notes Bulent Aliriza at the Center
for Strategic and International Studies,
maintaining control over energy deliver-
ies to Turkey is a deadly serious business.

Russia has put some potent chips on
the table in this game of pipeline poker.
Our friends in Turkey and neighboring
states might reasonably ask whether the
United States really intends to match
Russia's escalation—or whether we're
iust making a loud but ineffectual bluff.
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The lowa Results

ONDAY'S IOWA caucuses produced

two mild surprises. The Democratic

front-runner, Al Gore, got twice as
many votes as his challenger, Bill Bradley—a
bigger victory than generally expected. Mean-
while, on the Republican side, something ap-
proaching the opposite took place. Although
the front-runner, George Bush, won an impres-
sive 41 percent of the vote in a six-candidate
field, the news was that Steve Forbes managed
30 percent. The upshot is that the Democratic
field appears to have changed from a two-
person to a 1%-person contest, whereas the
Republican primaries have gone from two can-
didates to possibly three—Mr. Bush, Mr.
Forbes and John McCain, a strong contender
in New Hampshire.

But now New Hampshire speaks, and it
would be a mistake to read too much into lo-
wa's poll. Those who did well tried to claim
vindication for their ideas, but ideas were not

the main currency of the caucuses. Mr. Forbes
did well primarily because he had the money
to pay for a large staff of organizers in the state
and abundant free food at each campaign stop. -
Mr. Bush wielded millions too. Mr. Gore relied
upon union organizers, some from out of state,
and the backing of Iowa’s Democratic estab-
lishment. In a low-turnout race, and in a pro-
cess that requires citizens to give up an eve-
ning to vote, determined political machines
made all the difference. They may prove less
telling in New Hampshire, where high turnout
traditionally makes life easier for challengers.

In fact, it is not even clear whether a strong
performance in Iowa helps or hinders candi-
dates at their next hurdle: Victory brings a
publicity boost, but New Hampshire folk seem
to take pleasure in rejecting lowa’s choices.
The outcome of both nomination fights re-
mains mysterious. Savor the uncertainty waile
it lasts.

Red Light on Racial Profiling

E PRINT TODAY a letter from
s g / George W. Crawford, interim head cf
the D.C. Taxicab Commission, re-
sponding to taxi commissioner Sandra See-
gars's recent suggestions that cabdrivers
should refuse to pick up “dangerous-looking”
black passengers and avoid taking fares to
“dangerous neighborhoods.” He points out
that her advice runs counter to both D.C. law
and taxicab commission policy.

Ms. Seegars is new to the commission. But
the language she uses to nake her point is as
old as this country’s unpleasant racial history.
She would approve of discrimination against
an entire segment of passengers based solely
on race and appearance. “Late at night, i[ I saw
voung black men dressed in a sloveniy way, [
wouldn't pick them up, either. And during the
day, I'd think twice about it,” she wrote in an
Outlook piece last Sunday. That was after an
interview in which she warned D.C. cab driv-
ers against picking up passengers who were
“dangerous-looking,” which she defined as a
“young black guy -.. with his hat on buck-
wards, shirttail hanging down longer than his
coat, baggy pants down below his underwear

and unlaced tennis shoes.”

Ms. Seegars believes her stance is warrant-
ed by the number of crimes commuitted against
taxi drivers in the District. But Mr. Crawford,
no less concerned about crime, was right to
denounce them, as was Mayor Williams, who
called them "inexcusable.” Seme people have
noted that Ms. Seegars is black. That makes
her remarks no less distasteful. It's sad that
Ms. Seegars. who has lived in Southeast Wash-
ington for more than 30 vears, finds all young
black men not neatly dressed to be threat-
ening. It's bevond sad when a public official
brands all black young men attired in so-called
“thug-life” dress as dangerous and deserving
of discriminatory treatment.

The safetv of taxicab drivers is a major pub-
lic satety concern. City leaders, police and
taxicab commissioners must aggressively pur-
sue steps to reduce the risks of hacking. Rules
already permit drivers to refuse service if they
have cause to fexr harm to themselves or their
cabs. Obviously, they need more effective safe-
ty measures. But the rules do not allow racial
profiling or the redlining of neighborhoods.
Nor should they.
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A Flimsy Student Aid Proposal

the Republican caricature of his final

budget as a mail-order catalogue in
which the strong proposals are lost among too
many flimsy ones whose principal purpose is
to score political points in an election year. An
example is the proposal trotted out the other
day to provide a further $30 billion over 10
years in increased college student aid.

Most of the money would be in the form of a
tax break that would do little to increase ac-
cess to higher education among those too poor
to afford it. Rather, in what remains a tight
budget era, the proposals would mainly defray
the costs of middle- and upper-middle-income
students who would likely attend college any-
way. It would come on top of a 1997 Clinton
initiative, also in the form of tax breaks, that
constituted about a 50 percent increase in fed-
eral aid to higher education. Much of that
money also went to the middle class, though
over time the colleges are likely to be the major
beneficiaries, in that they will fee| freer than
otherwise to raise their rates.

Obviously, this further conversion of the
cost of college into an implied entitlement

THE PRESIDENT threatens to confirm

would be popular. But higher education al-
ready is heavily subsidized, at the state even
more than at the federal level. Access to higher
education is a great equalizer, but most Amer-
icans who want a higher education now can
get it; nor is the administration proposal tilted
toward those who continue to be denjed.
There are better uses for $30 billion over 10
years; even within the field of education, better
to spend it on the early years when so many
children are left behind.

Aides say that, because other aspects of the
president’s budget are heavily tilted toward
the poor, this should be given a bye. They ar-
gue that the president’s proposal is more pro-
gressive than the congressional one on which
it is based, and that his budget, whatever its
weaknesses, remains preferable to those that
Republicans are proposing. Can that really be
the standard he wants to be judged by?

Part of his purpose is also said to be defen-
sive. If the Republicans are bound to grant a
tax cut, he would hope to capture some of the
proceeds for his own favored purposes, as he
did in 1997, But that's too acquiescent a posi-
tion, and too weak a justification for a bad idea.

Elian’s Protectors

hope that after all Elian Gonzalez had been

through—a shipwreck, the drowning of his
mother, the hours adrift at sea—someone
would act selflessly and apolitically in his in-
terests. In the past few days, however, the
grown-ups purporting to speak for the 6-year-
old have sounded depressingly like 6-year-olds
themselves.

When his grandmothers flew in from Cuba,
they and the Miami family members with
whom he is staying were unable even to ar-
range a meeting; yesterday the Immigration
and Naturalization Service had to order that
one take place on neutral ground. The Cuban
government and Miami exile community hoth
have been milking the issue for political points
while piously accusing the other of doing the
same. Congress now would compound the ir-
responsibility by seeking to confer citizenship
upon the boy. All profess to be acting on
Elian’s behalf while adding to a political tangle
that cannot be helpful to him.

The issue should have beer: settled with the
arrival of the grandmothers. The idea of send-
ing anyone back into a dictatorship is painful.
But a child is better off with a loving father,

IT SHOULDN'T have been too much to

even in a tyranny, than parentless in a democ-
racy. Part of the concern with returning Elian
hzd been the possibility that his father, Juan
Miguel Gonzalez, was not speaking his mind
when he insisted that he wanted Elian back.
Having the grandmothers come in his place is
an imperfect solution; they may still not be
free to say what the family really wishes. But
there is no evidence of that. This is as good a
procedure as it is going to be possible to find.

A citizenship bill, if passed. would turn an
immigration dispute into a custody fight, ef-
fectively denying the administration the abilj-
ty to deal quickly and under the broad dis-
cretion the immigration laws afford. But a
protracted custody battle in Florida courts will
do Elian no good. President Clinton should
make clear that he will veto any legislation in-
tended to thwart the normal process.

In the meantime, everyone ought to step
back and remember what is at stake. This is
not abeut Fidel Castro, the embargo, the evils
of dictatorship or the inequities of immigra-
tion law. It is about one smal! child who has al-
ready been through too much. The weight of
Cuban-American tensions is too much to place
on his back.
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Miami kin told to bring
Elian to ‘neutral’ visit

By Kathy Kiely
USA TODAY

WASHINGTON — The Immigration and Natu-
ralization Service intervened Tuesday to arrange
a meeting between Elian Gonzalez and his
grandmothers as the two women made a tearful
public appeal for the boy's return to Cuba.

After lengthy negotiations, the grandmothers
will see Elian privately Wednesday at 4 p.m. ET
at a neutral site. The boy’s Florida relatives will
be nearby in the house at the time, Justice De-
partment spokeswoman Carole Florman said.

Meanwhile, one day after leaving Miami with-
out seeing Elian because of a disagreement with
relatives there, the two grandmothers battled
their way through a blizzard to visit Capitol Hill.
Lawmakers introduced legislation Monday to
make Elian, 6, a U.S. citizen. That would effec-
tively eliminate any jurisdiction that the INS,
which favors the boy's return to his father in Cu-
ba. has over the international custody case.

Clutching damp tissues and bundled in bor-
rowed winter clothes, the two women, who have
never been out of Cuba and have never seen
snow, begged lawmakers not to delay the boy's
return to what they described as his true home.

“Es Cubano.” said Mariela Quintana de Gon-
zalez, her hands trembling and her eyes glisten-
ing as she faced a dozen TV cameras and more
than 25 reporters on Capitol Hill. “He's Cuban.”

Raquel Rodriguez lost her only child when
Elian's mother drowned with 10 others while try-
ing to sai! to the USA. Weeping, she asked, “How
can I continue? 1 have no one else.”

The grandmothers told reporters here that
thev had refused a meeting in Miami because
Elian's great-uncle, Lazaro Gonzalez, who has
custody of the boy, insisted that it be at his Miami
home with a number of other people present.

The two women insisted on meeting their
grandson alone.

On Tuesday, the INS sent a letter to lawyers for
the Miami relatives ordering Gonzalez to make
the boy available for a meeting at a “neutral
site.” It's the Miami Beach home of Jeanne
O'Laughlin, 2 Dominican nun who heads Barry
University and is a good friend of Attorney Gen-
eral Janet Reno. The meeting “is only a visit” and
does not change the boy’s status, said the letter
signed by Michael Pearson, executive associate
immigration commissioner for field operations.

“I have everybody's word that the chiid will
not be taken away,” O'Laughlin told the Associat-
ed Press. “I wouldn't participate if that was the
case.”

The Justice Department said Tuesday that the
Miami relatives had agreed to the meeting. Flor-
man said the governraent assured the relatives
that the meeting would not result in the boy be-
ing taken away. Attorneys representing the Mi-
ami relatives could not be reached late Tuesday.

In Washington, President Clinton urged law-
makers to consider “what is right for the child”
and to delay action on a citizenship bill until the

By Ron Egomonds, AP

At Capitol: Rep. Sheila Jackson Lee, right, guides
Mariela Quintana, left, and Raquel Rodrguez.

courts have acted in the case. The earliest the bili
could come up in the House of Representatives
and Senate is next week.

Asked whether he would veto such a bill, Clin-
ton said. “I have not decided what to do.” He add-
ed, “I would not rule that out.”

Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss.,
said Tuesday that the aim of the bill is to ensure
that the boy is handled fairly: “What we're trying
to do is find the best way to have an impartial,
non-political decision made for the young boy.”

However, lawmakers who met with Elian's
grandmothers were adamant that he be re-
turned to Cuba.

“We're basically holding a child hostage from
his grandparents and his father," said Sen. Pat-
rick Leahy, D-Vt. “It's immoral.”

Sen. Chuck Hagel, R-Neb, said the grand-
mothers’ answers to a number of “pointed ques-
tions” convinced him that there is “a very strong,
loving and real relationship between the boy and
his father.” .

Proponents of the citizenship measure argue
that it would not necessarily prevent Elian’s re-
turn to Cuba, but that it would put his case in the
hands of family count judges experienced in han-
dling custody cases.

Rep. James McGovern, D-Mass, said Con-
gress should not deny Elian’s grandmothers “the
basic right of reunification with their family.”

“They have suffered enough,” he said. “What is
going on here is wrong. We should not allow this
to go on and on.”

Contributing: Kevin Johnson and wire services
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WASHINGTON

Budget office raises
surplus projections

The federal government will have $23 bil-
lion surplus this fiscal year plus $153 billion in
excess cash from Social Security. the non-
partisan Congressional Budget Office project-
ed Tuesday. That is a sharp change from De-
cember, when the CBO said the budget would
consume the entire surplus and then drain So-
cial Security reserves of $17 billion.

The total surptus for fiscal 2000, which be-
gan Oct. 1, should reach $176 billion, up from
$124 billion last year. In fiscal 2001, the CBO
esumates a $235 billion surplus: $166 billion
from Social Security and $69 billion from the
gereral budget. If spending caps that Con-
gress and President Clinten agreed to in 1997
are exceeded, then CBO estimates the 2001
surplus would be $177 billion: $166 from So-
cial Secunty and $11 billion eisewhere.

The new projections will fue! an intense de-
bate in Congress on how to allocate the extra
cash: debt reduction, tax cuts or additional
spending. (Eliminating the debt, 1A)

CHINA-U.S. TALKS: Despite a snowstorm
that closed the government. senior U.S. and
Chinese defense officials met at the Pentagon
to discuss ways to improve militarv hes. The
delegation led by Li. Gen. Xiong Guangkai
skipped the usual VIP motorcade because of
icy roads. The group took the subway at a cost
of $1.10 per person. It was the first meeting
since U.S. jets mistakenly bombed the China
Embassy in Belgrade during the Balkan war.

FOSTER-CARE OVERSIGHT: The federa
government will closely monitor state child-
welfare agencies for the first time, holding
them accountable i children are abused or
neglected in foster care und making sure per-

manent foster homes are found quickly. New
rules in March will give the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) much
broader monitoring responsibility. HHS can
withhold up to 14% of a state's federal funds
each year if agencies are doing a poor job.

AID TO COLOMBIA: President Clinton pre-
dicted bipartisan support for his $1.6 billion
aid package for Colombia, where he says
guerrilla groups and drug traffickers threaten
the democratic government. He said Col-
ombia is an example of what could be a com-
mon problem in the 21st century: “enemies of
nation-states forming networks of support
across'national borders.” Among the potential
enemies worldwide, Clinton said, are drug
traffickers, organized criminals, political ter-
rorists and weapons dealers. The president’s
plan appears (o have substantial congression-
al support, especially among Republicans.

GREENSPAN NOMINATION: sen. Harrv
Reid, D-Nev, said he is trying to persuade co!-
leagues to oppose confirming Alar Green-
span to a fourth term as chairman of the Fed-
eral Reserve. Reid says the Fed operates too
secretly, and he doesnt buy the idea that
Greenspan is responsible for the nation's
booming economy. Greenspan is expected (o
win confirmation easily.

CUBA EMBARGO: Rep. Dave Minge. D-
Minn.. just back from a one-day trip to Cuba.
said he will push for an agricultural trade
mission to Cuba with an eve toward lifting the
U.S. trade embargo against the communist 1s-
land nation. “The Cold War is over.” he said.
He said the embargo is counterproductive.

CURTIS OBITUARY: Car! Curtis. a Nebras-
ka Republican who reured in 1978 after 40
vears in Congress, died Monday in Lincoln at
age 94. Curtis, an ardent conservative, op-
posed President Roosevelt's New De:al pro-
gram and never wavered in support of Presi-
dent Nixon durirg the Watergate scandal.

By Paul Leavitt with staff and wire reports.
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Lawyers dead wrong on death-penalty use in Texas

One would have to look far and wide to
find attorneys less knowledgeable of the
appellate process than Bill Moffitt, presi-
dent of the National Association of Crimi-
nal Defense Lawyers, and Jay Jacobson,
executive director of the American Civil
Liberties Union of Texas (“Texas starts
vear at record pace of executions,” News,
Friday). Or perhaps both are intentionally
musleading on the death penalty in Texas.

Moffitt suggests that “Texas judges seem
all too willing to ignore defendants’ rights
and short-circuit the sometimes lengthy
appeals process.” Really?

The average time spent on death row in

Prayers fof and thanks
to actor Michael J. Fox

Although T will miss the popular TV
show Spin City, I am glad its star, actor Mi-
chael J. Fox, is putting his health before the
show (“Fox says he'll quit 'Spin City' at end
of season: Cites Parkinson's, time with fam-
ilv." Life, Jan. 19).

Over the years, Michael's talents have
made the audience feel like a friend. not a
fan. and as a friend. I care about this young
man. In the world of instant fame, he has
handled his celebrity beautifully.

Years ago I sent Mlichael letters on a
weeKIy basis, when he was on the TV show
Femilv Ties. Even at the height of his pop-
ularity, he always would find time to reply.

Ten years ago I had a letter printed in
the TV Guide magazine saying that Mi-
chael was as likable and durable as Mick-
e\ Mouse and would be around for a long
time. I am plad 1 was right. 1 hope re-
searchers find a cure for Parkinson's dis-
ease quickly 50 I can see Michael J. Fox
Srow up ¢ screen.

Until then, I'm glad Michae! is taking
good care of himself so he can see his chil-
- dren grow up in the real world.

My pravers are with you, Michael. Stay
SIrong in spirit.

Chuck Pleasants
Rockville, Md.

Texas in 1999 was 13 years, or three years
longer than the national average.

Texas judicial decisions are all evaluated
through three separate levels of federal ap-
pellate courts, often involving dozens of
separate reviews through dozens of federal
judges. If Texas judges were, as Moffitt
puts it, “all too willing to ignore defendants’
rights,” possibly such would be noticed by
the federal courts.

Nationally, the average for overturning
death penalty cases is 33%. In Houston
(Harris County) that number is 11%. Hous-
ton is the most prolific jurisdiction in the
country for sentencing murderers to death

and having them executed, although Dela-
ware and Virginia have a higher rate of ex-
ecuting murderers.

Rhetorically, Jacobson asks “whether
the law means it's OK to execute people
who killed when they were juveniles or
have mental problems.” The answer is: ab-
solutely — within constitutional guidelines.

. Unequivocally, the US. Supreme Court

permits the execution of 16- and 17-year-
old capital murderers.
All of Moffitt's allegations are, thus, prov-
ably false.
Dudley Sharp
Houston, Texas

Inconsistent to grant
citizenship to Elian

This week Congress will push the
“Elian Bill,” which would give instant
U.S. citizenship to the famous boy from
Cuba, Elian Gonzalez (“Back in Cuba, a
different story emerges,” Cover Story,

News, Monday).
This concerns and confuses me.
Elian came to this country illegally.
and his father wants him returned
home to Cuba. Nevertheless, some of
ou- elected leaders are attempting to
- undermine federal law by both reward-
ing criminal activity and keeping a child
from his legal guardian.

Where is the logic here? Could it be
that these politicians are simply pander-
ing to the ever-increasing Hispanic
vote?

That would make sense considering
the inconsistent manner in which our
immigration policy is enforced. If peo-
ple run across the border or swim to our
shores, they might be allowed to stay.
Maybe, mayvbe not. If the person is a
cute little boy from Cuba. he'll receive a
hero’s welcome from exiles. If Haitian,
he'll probably be sent packing. 1f Chi-
nese ... one never knows,

That's why we have our little Elian
problem: consistency, or a lack thereof.

We cannot solve this problem by mak-
ing Elian a citizen. That would be short-
sighted and prejudicial. It also would set
a precedent for future lawsuits. If we
grant citizenship to one child, we must
do the same for all other poor children
who come from countries with repres-
sive governments.

What makes Elian better than a 6
year-old from Africa?

And since when do the wishes of a
great uncle override those of a father?

I would urge our members of Con-
gress 1o use their common sense when
analyzing this situation. Please remem-
ber that we have laws in this country

that should be enforced consistently,
without regard to race, etanicity or po-
litical pressures.

[ also ask the members of Congress

By Katny W.llers, AP

Custody battle: Elian Gonzalez's granc-
mothers seek his return to life in Cuba

not to embarrass us — the world is
watching.
Jetf Clauser
Atlanta, Ga.

Change USA’s Cuba policy

Elian Gonzalez has become a pawn of
international politics. A 6-vear-old child
from any other country in a similar situ- ’
ation would have been returned to his
only surviving pareni by now.

Elian appeared to be very healthy
When he arrived in the U.S. Was Cuba !
that terrible of a place for him to be? '
Does the ULS. have the right to deny a fa-
ther the custody of his child based on
what political system he lives under?
Would that be anv different from denv-
ing & paren! custody for what religion he
or she practices?

The issue that everyone seems to be
ignoring is the total and absolute failure
of the U.S. government's 40-year-old pol-
icy toward Cuba. It is time lo change
that policy.

Claude D. Oberholtzer Jr.
Niagnolia. N.J.
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Riots raise
new tensions
in Indonesia
But most Muslims say

nation won'’t abandon
1ts moderate traditions

By Julie Schmit
and Joe Leahy
USA TODAY

JAKARTA, Indonesia - The scene was terrifying.

Mobs of young Muslim men scribbled obscene graffiti on the
walls of the Protestant church and smashed its 36 stained-glass
windows. They burned or ransacked 11 other churches and
dozens of Christian-owned shops and homes. They painted
“Muslim Revolution” on buildings. Thousands of Christians fled,
by boat and airplane, to the nearby island of Bali.

The three days of riots Jast week on the tourist island of Lom-
bok heightened fears that religious violence will engulf In-
donesia, which is the world's largest Muslim country with 185
million Muslims, about 87% of the population.

The Lombok riots followed 14 months of fighting between
Christians and Muslims in the Moluccas Islands. An estimated
2,000 people have died. At least 25 more were killed Sunday on
y's visit by Indonesian Vice President Mega-
wati Sukamoputri. At the same time, President Abdurrahman
Wahid visited Aceh, a predominantly Muslim province that js
pressing for indepencence.

But while Indonesia's religious tensions have escalated and
some Muslims have intensified the radical rhetoric with calls

Even Christians left home-
less by Lombok's riots don't
blame religious differences,
“The Muslims here do not
hate the Christians,” $ays Su-
Kini, a Christian woman who,
like many Indonesians, uses
only one name. She fled her
home to take refuge with hun-
dreds of others at a local po-
lice station.

A )
N ABalllombok & T ead, Sukini and many
—mX " ausraia | Teligious leaders blame relj-
Mies - Glous extremisis and militarv
wsatouar officials for instigating the v

olence in a bid to undermine
Wahid, Indonesia's new and first democratically elected presi-
dent. Also suspected of fueling trouble: cronies of former presi-
dent Suharto, who was forced to resign in 1898 after a 32-year
authoritarian reign.

The popular thinking is that if Wahid, a Muslim cleric, cannot
control his country, the military, with Suharto’s allies, will have
to reclaim power, “What they want is for this violence to jump
from (the Moluccas) to Lombok to Sulawesi to Jakarta, " says
Agus Wirawan, 29, a Lombok Muslim. “This is not about reli.
gion. It is about people who want power”

Thus far, the allegations are just that. But they may not be as
far-fetched as they sound. After Lombok’s riots closed food
markets, the price of sugar, rice and cigarettes doubled. That
prompted some villagers to complain that the Suharto days
were better because food was cheaper and the military kept
the peace. “The uneducated people think like this," says Adi Su-
hadi, 29, the son of a rice farmer. :

Wahid has ordered investigations into reports that some mil-
itary and government officials instigated the Lombok riots, The
unrest started Jan. 17 when a Muslim rally to show support for
Moluccan Muslims turned violent after speakers exaggerated
claims that thousands of Moluccan Muslims had been slaugh-
tered. Some rioters also may have been paid, local officials sav.

By last Thursday, Lombok Wwas quiet. On Saturday, In-
donesia’s religious leaders renewed calls for peace. But In-
donesian experts say the prospect for violence remains high,
and ripe for exploitation.

Among the reasons:

P The Moluccas. Wahid, a moderate Muslim. has been crit-
icized for failing to curb the violence, which stepped up around
the New Year. “With the latest escalation (of fighting), the Is-
lamic community became deeply offended and radicalized,”
says Fitra Asril, head of a Muslim student group. It was then
that calis for a holy war arose.

> Past repression. Suharto repressed Islam so much that
Muslim activists were jailed in the 1980s. With Suhartg's fall,
the new freedoms of speech and assemoly made it easier fur
Muslims to organize. Recently, hard-line Muslims persuaded
the government to close nightclubs during the Muslim holy
month of Ramadan,

» Economic and social tension. The migration of Muslims
into heavily Christian areas and the aggressive Protestant evar-
gelism in Muslim areas have Crealed resentments. Millions of .
Indonesians, victims of the Asian economic crisis, lack jobs.
Many are young, angry and easy to mobilize. says Malik Fajar,
chairman of Muhammadiyah, Indonesia’s second-largest Is-
lamic organization. “They have lost hope,” he says.

On Lombok, there is a Erowing gap between the ethnic-
Chinese, who tend to be Christian, and the Muslim masses. The
Chinese have been crucial to Lombok's tourism industry. which
has spawned the growth of new homes and cars on Lombok's
western shore. At the same time, Muslims on the eastern shore,

poor Muslim people,” shouted one rioter as he targeted a home
owned by what he called a3 “wealthy Chinese Christian "

Now. Lombok is even poorer. Not only do goods cost more,
but the tourists, who are key for the €conomy, have left - fright-
ened by the unrest. Most of Lombok's hotels closed last week.
No one knows whether the tourists will return.

“What will I do”" asked Dewa Made Kaniwan. 28, a hotel
worker who expects to lose his job if they don't. “This is my
life.”
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Relatives told to bring
Elian to grandmothers

By Tom Carter

THE WASHINGTON TIMES

A

The family of 6-year-old ship-
wreck - survivor Elian Gonzalez
complied with a Justice Depart-
ment order and agreed to a meet-
ing today between the boy and his
two grandmothers, who are visit-
ing the United States from Cuba.

“The meeting will take place at
the time and site selected by the
Immigration Service,” Justice
spokeswoman Carole Florman
said last night.

The small breakthrough in an

international tug of war over the
fate of the boy followed a miser-
able day in Washington — where
the child’s paternal and maternal

grandmothers slogged through the

snow on Capitol Hill to make a,

tearful plea for the boy’s return.

ization Service (INS) instructed
the Miami relatives in a letter yes-
terday to make the child available
at the Miami Beach home of
Jeanne O’Laughlin, a Dominican
nun and president of Barry Uni-
versity in Miami.

The home, in a gated area where
security can be assured, “is an ap-
propriate neutral location that
would permit a private meeting,”
said the letter signed by Michael
A. Pearson, executive associate
immigration commissioner for

field operations.

The grandmothers flew to Mi-
ami on Monday but left after five
hours without taking up an invita-
tion to visit the house where Elian
is staying, objecting to a crowd of
about 200 neighbors and reporters
outside the house.

Mr. Pearson’s letter to lawyers
for the Miami family emphasized
that the 4 p.m. meeting today “is
only a visit and will not change
Elian's present placement in the
care of Lazaro Gonzalez.”

However, the letter made clear
that noncompliance with the order
would be construed as “a breach”
of Elian's immigration status in the
United States.

The grandmothers yesterday
made the rounds on Capitol Hill,
walking through the first snow
they had ever seen in hopes of per-
suading congressmen to block a
bill that would give US. citizenship
or permanent residence to Elian.

“I ask you to stop the possibility
of granting citizenship to the child.
It will only cause more lingering
pain for us,” said Raquel Rodri-
guez, wh_ose daughter, Elisabet
Broton, died trying to bring Elian
to America in November when a
small boat capsized in the Florida
Straits.

“He belongs in Cuba” added
Mariela Quintana, mother of Juan
Miguel Gonzalez, the boy’s father,
who remains in his hometown of
Cardenas, Cuba. “He was born in
Cuba, and he’s a Cuban citizen.”

Rep. Jim McGovern, Massachu-
setts Democrat; said he would urge
President Clinton to veto any legis-
lation that made Elian a citizen.

Mr. Clinton told reporters yes-
terday he was considering his op-
tions. “I have not decided what to
do, and 1 would not rule [a veto]
out,” he said.

Among those who met the
grandmothers were Democratic
Reps. Jose E. Serrano of New York

.and Sheila Jackson-Lee of Texas,

both of whom oppose the bill to
make him an American.

Attempts to bring the grand-
mothers together with Elian failed
Monday when the women refused

" an invitation to visit the Gonzalez
‘home in little Havana, where the

family had prepared a meal and
Elian had prepared gifts for the

The Immigration and Natural- e

The Miami family refused to
bring the boy to a neutral meeting
place.

“They had planned a party. 1
wasn't up for a party. I only wanted
to see my grandson,” Mrs. Rodri-
guez said through a translator.

Asked why she would not en-
dure difficult conditions to see her
grandson, she became angry.

“How many times do I have to
answer this? ] am not afraid of any-
thing. I have been offended [by the
family] on the telephone and tele-
vision. 1 will never go to that
house,” she said vehemently.

The INS letter said the agency
ordered the meeting when it be-
came evident the Miami family
would not accommodate the
grandmothers.

“In light of the rift in the family

_that the recent events have caused,

as well as security and publicity
concerns, the grandmothers have
clearly stated that they would not
be comfortable visiting with their
grandson in Lazaro Gonzalez's
home,” Mr. Pearson wrote.

The Miami relatives, who had
planned to fly to Washington yes-
terday to do their own lobbying in
Congress, were prevented by the
snowstorm from leaving.

Spencer Eig, the lawyer rep-
resenting Elian's great-uncle
Lazaro Gonzalez, told NBC News
that before complying with the INS
order his clients would seek guar-
antees of the boy’s security during
the meeting. :

Meanwhile, Amnesty Interna-
tional called for governments to
protest the sentencing to six
months in jail of Victor Rolando
Arroyo, a reporter in Pina del Rio,
Cuba, who was convicted of
“hoarding” because of distributing
Christmas toys to poor children.

He had distributed more than
100 toys and had another 140 in his
home. They had been purchased
with donations from Cuba-Amer-
icans in Miami.

Amnesty considers him a “pris-
oner of conscience,” one of some
260 arrested in Cuba since Novem-
ber’s Ibero-American summit.

~ “It is unbelievable that we'd
send a child back to a place where
it is against the law to give away
Christmas toys to children,” said
Frank Calzon of the Center for a
Free Cuba.

Mrs. Jackson Lee refused to
comment on the Arroyo sentenc-
ing.

Zhe Washington Times
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Minus Hatch, candidates seek to take
New Hampshire primary by storm

By Bill Sammon

and Sean Scully
THE WASHINGTON TIMES

Al

MANCHESTER, NH. — Vice
President Al Gore, energized by

his win over former New Jersey.

Sen. Bill Bradley in lowa's cau-
cuses Monday, roared into New
Hampshire yesterday with almost
as much force as the nor'easter
howling at his heels.

The snowstorm left Republican
.candidate Alan Keyes stranded in
Detroit yesterday. And a last-place
finish in the GOP caucuses sent
Utah Sen. Orrin G. Hatch back to
Washington to quit the race today.
But the other four Republican
candidates and both Democrats

plunged into New Hampshire's ice
and wind with a gusto not seen be-
fore in this presidential race.

Publisher Steve Forbes told The
Washington Times last night that
he would “take on both [Arizona
Sen. John McCain and Texas Gov.
George W. Bush] by contrasting
our stand on taxes — to get rid of
the codes and the IRS — with their
wanting to keep the codes and trim
taxes at the edges.”

He said his campaign began air-
ing a new ad last night that cap-
italizes on his strong Iowa showing
and his tie with Mr. Bush in a straw
poll of Alaska caucus attendees.

The new ad;s message, he said,
is that “lowa and Alaska prove that
principle triumphs over politics as

usual and that ideas matter.”

But Mr. Bush said he did not ex-
pect Mr. Forbes' Iowa showing to
alter the dynamics in New Hamp-
shire. He also suggested that Mr.
Forbes antagonized New Hamp-
shire voters four years ago with his
"scorched-earth” criticism of Bob
Dole, who went on to win the 1996
Republican nomination but was
hurt by the attacks.

“I think the people of New
Hampshire are going to reject ugly
politics,” Mr. Bush said.

Mr. Bush rejected the notion

that Mr. Forbes is a threat and said
he would focus on Mr. McCain.

“Obviously, the race in New

-Hampshire is with John'McCain,”
Mr. Bush told reporters.

Mr. Gore pulled an all-nighter
after his lowa victory, flying to
Manchester in the wee hours of the
‘morning and pumping hands in a
‘Hudson diner before dawn. He
conducted seven TV interviews in
the morning, headlined a high
school pep rally in the afternoon
and spent the evening boning up
for tonight’s crucial debate with
Mr. Bradley.

“It may be snowing outside, but
the Gore campaign is on fire in
‘New Hampshire,” said New
Hampshire Gov. Jeanne Shaheen
as she introduced the vice pres-
ident at Manchester High School
West.

Mr. Gore then launched into an
attack on two leading Republican
candidates — Mr. Bush and Mr.
Forbes — while barely mentioning
his primary challenger, Mr. Brad-
ley.

“Do you believe that we should
defend a woman'’s right to choose?”
Mr. Gore rhetorically asked the
high school students, most of
whom responded with cheers.

The vice president also warned
that Mr. Bush would be bad for the
environment and the economy.
“You remember what it was like in

New Hampshire during the Rea

gan-Bush years,” he intoned.

The only time Mr. Gore invoked .

his Democratic rival was to throw
one of Mr. Bradley's best debate
lines back in his face.

“Senator Bradley asked the
question in lowa: ‘Are you better
off than you were seven years
ago?’ " the vice president said defi-
antly. “The answer to that question
1s yes”

Meanwhile, Mr. Bradley re-
fused to change his tactics to

match the vice president’s combat--

ive campaign style. Mr. Bradley
won just 35 percent of the vote in
Monday's lowa caucuses, com-
pared with Mr. Gore's 64 percent.

“I think you can join the battle
when you're fighting for people,”
Mr. Bradiey told a TV interviewer.
“1 want to save my outrage for the
conditions that are in this country.
I want to save my ingenuity for how
I make things happen in this coun-
try. I want to save my strength for
the convictions that I have that
guide me in public life.”

While Mr. Gore has been widely
hailed for having successfully ‘“‘re-
invented” his image in recent

months, Mr. Bradley made it clear
he will not try that strategy.

Mr. Bradley added: “If you lead
by misrepresentation and scare
tactics, then what kind of presi-
dency are you going to have?”

The Republican national front-
runner, Mr. Bush, sounded like an
underdog when he arrived in New

" Hampshire yesterday.

“I'm comfortable with whatever
the outcome,” he told a group of
high-tech workers in Bedford.
“I've never entered a race I didn't
think I could win, but I recognize
that sometimes elections are out of
my hands. I'm just going to give it
my best shot.”

The Bush campaign has been
careful to downplay expectations
in New Hampshire to minimize
damage if Mr. McCain wins here.
Mr. McCain skipped the lIowa cam-
paign, choosing to campaign vigor-
ously in New Hampshire.

‘In his remarks to the high-tech
workers, Mr. Bush once more
touted his tax-cut plan, taking an
implicit swipe at Mr. McCain’s
smaller plan.

“The surest way to make sure
the federal government remains

lean and focused is not to leave
money sitting around in Washing-
ton, D.C. — it will get appropri-
ated,” he said.

Mr. McCain, meanwhile, sound-
ed confident. He drew loud ap-
plause from a crowd at London-
derry High School, when he an-
nounced the results of a poll show-
ing him up 45 percent to 33 percent
over Mr. Bush in New Hampshire.

He credited his relentless cam-
paigning with his strong perform-
ance in the state, despite his poor
showing nationwide and his next-
to-last finish in Iowa.

“I am the only candidate you
will see who has been to Dixville
Notch twice,” he said, referring to
a well-known town in the state's
remote north. “Not once, but twice,
‘seeking those 29 votes.”
© Mr. McCain appealed to mili-
tary and foreign policy issues, say-
ing the United States needs “a
steady hand on the tiller" and that
the Clinton -administration cra-
venly follows opinion polls.

"I will never take a poll on a for-
eign policy issue,” he said.

e Ralph Z. Hallow contributed to

_this report.
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LINDA BOWLES

ow that my brain has over-

taken my emotions, it is

my belief little Elian Gon-

zalez should be granted
asylum in America.

My first impulse was to agree
with those who wanted him
returned to Cuba. After all, that is
where the little 6-year-old boy was
born and where his natural father
and grandmothers live. What right
does anyone have to deny them cus-
tody, now that the mother is dead?

It is my view we not only have a
right to keep Elian, we have a moral
obligation to keep him. | am totally
unimpressed with the grandmoth-
ers who, upon arrival in New York
City, made scripted entreaties that
Elian be returned to Cuba so that
his deceased mother could "rest in
peace.”

Considering that Elian's mother
risked and gave her life escaping
with her son from Cuba, it is not
convincing to assert she is unhap-
py in the afterlife because he is in

- America with relatives who adore
him. She was sceking sanctuary
from tyranny. It should be given to
the child, the only survivor of a
desperate flight to freedom.

It is clear that many of those who
think Elian should be with his nat-
ural father in Cuba have not, for
whatever reasons, given enough
weight to what it means to be raised
and educated in a communist coun-
try. In part, this is a lack of knowl-
edge of what communism is; and
sadly, in part, it reflects the sappy
inclination of the liberal elite in
America to have a benign and sym-

Fulfilling an obligation to Elian

ARTAMSAS DEMOCRAT GAZETEC S

GRANDMA!
WHAT BIG TeeTH

whatever force is necessary, even
lethal force, to prevent a citizen
from leaving. The flight from Cuba
was a desperate effort to escape

bear a direct responsibility for his
mother’s death. Cuba is a prison
island. It is the only country in the
Western Hemisphere that will use

pathetic opinion of communist coun-
tries and the brutes who rule them.

To return Elian to Cuba is to put
him into the hands of those who

imprisonment. It ended in a
tragedy, which delivered a small

“:child to America on an inner tube.

In the world as it should be, the
child belongs to his father. But the
reality is that in a communist coun-
try, everything belongs to the gov-
ernment: every business, every plot
of land, every resource, including
and even especially, the children.
The state owns their minds, their
bodies and their souls. It is to the
arms of Fidel Castro that the child
would be delivered.

There are many Cubans who
would not think of leaving their
country. They have been educated
and conditioned to accept the com-
munist creed, the secular dehu-
manism, the equal distribution of
misery and the twisted beliefs and
contorted values that resonate with
the totalitarian state. It is the worst
form of slavery: being a slave, and
not knowing you are one.

Perhaps, Elian’s experiences in
America have planted seeds within
him that will survive the brainwash-
ing of his communist masters. If he
is returned, we can hope that at some
time in the future, the seeds will
bear fruit, and he will become the
man his mother wanted him to be.

However, the communist thugs
are experts at mind control. They
will do a thorough job of cleansing
his mind and reprogramming his
thoughts. They will make him a liv-
ing symbol of communist despo-
tism, and parade him before the
world.

Whatever the fate of Elian, there
is a lesson and a warning to be

found in the debate about what to do
with him. At the heart of the issue
is the question of who is responsi-
ble for the children. Is it the gov-
ernment, or the parents? e
No one posed the issue more
forthrightly than did Isabel Patter-
son in her book “The God of the
Machine,” written in 1943: “There
can be no greater stretch of arbi-
trary power than is required to
seize children from their parents,
teach them whatever the authori-
ties decree they shall be taught,
and expropriate from the parents
the funds to pay for the procedure.”
She declared that “every political-
ly controlled education system will
inculcate the doctrine of state
supremacy, sooner or later. . . { A
tax-supported compulsory educa-
tional system is the complete mode
of the totalitarian state.” v
Patterson wasn't talking abeut
Cuba, she was talking about Amtr-
ica. Her words are prophctic. It is
plain to see, for anyone who wishes
to see, that the government of the
United States has begun the process
of usurping parental rights, and
dictating what our children may
and may not know, believe, think
and value. -
The time is overdue for a wall of
separation between state and cdu-
cation. If we delay much tonger,
the dispute over Elian will be seen
in retrospect as a dispute over
which government would own hini.

Linda Bowles is a nationally syn-
dicated columnist.
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T DES MOINES, Iowa
i ne year ago I spent an
hour with Texas Gov.
" George W.Bushonthe
.. eve of his second Inau-
gural. Then, he
seemed a little puzzled
sthat he was already being spoken of
“as the “leader” who could retake the
“White House for Republicans. His
answers to questions were cautious,
and he scemed more comfortable in
“his shoes than his skin.
o1 Last Sunday, on the eve of the
“lowa primary, 1 saw a different
*George Bush. He is confident with-
out being cocky. He is more spon-
taneous, as when he goes forward at
the First Assembly of God service,
“Joining scores of men desiring tn be
better fathers and husbands.

I ask Mr. Bush the cause of the
nation’s moral decline. Itisn’t sole-
ly, or even mainly, President Clin-
ton’s fault, he tells me. “I think the

rcurrent embarrassment over the
'president's behavior undermined
In the short run a cultural shift
;[back to basics]. But renewing the

-
7

Front-runner ready for prime time

culture is a job that takes more than
a president. Parents need to recom-
mit to their families. This will
require millions of individual deci-
sions, including decisions about
what movies and TV to watch. The
president doesn’t cause bad father-
ing or out-of-wedlock births, but a
president can help usher in a new
culture”

Mr. Bush pledges “the most eth-
ical administration in history” Did-
n't President Clinton promise the
same thing? “Yes, but he fell 41
presidents short,” says Mr. Bush.

Mr. Bush is a realist when it
comes to divisive issues such as
abortion. A president can’t lead
where the people don't want to go,
but he says a president can begin to
speak and act in ways that promote
a life ethic: “I will do my best to lead
the country to appreciate life. Until
the people understand and appre-

ciate life, it is hard to affect legisla-
tion” He thinks his visible support
of centers that assist women with

unplanned pregnancies and his
emphasis on adoption and absti-
nence until marriage will help
move more of the public in his
direction.

Is he ready for political combat
from the Democrats? He says he is
but believes the people are “fed-up
with ugly politics,” and he intends,
if nominated, to run a positive cam-
paign. But he isn't naive: “I'll
defend myself if I have to should the
opposition resort to the same old
slash-and-burn tactics. Politics is
like judo, and I intend to use my

opponent’s punch tomy advantage.”

Mr. Bush thinks it is to his advan-
tage that his skills are underesti-
mated: “So were Reagan’s, who was
derided because of his acting back-
ground. But he became one of our
greatest presidents.”

And what about the concerns
over his supposed lack of depth that

I heard raised by some Iowans
attending a Steve Forbes rally? “1
understand there are stages to a
campaign,” he says. ‘“After all, I wit-
nessed a great man (his father)
called a ‘wimp’ in 1988. The pundit-
ry loves to label people, so my first
stage was, ‘he doesn’t believe in any-
thing; he doesn’t stand for anything;
he never answers a question; he
won't give a speech with meaning.
That stage has evaporated because 1
have been making major policy
addresses with substantial back-up.
I haven't needed to change my tax

“and defense plans because these

were thought out from the beginning,
and it is the foundation from which
I am going to lead” He says he has
no doubt he can handie the job.
Priorities? First, honesty. Then,
reforming the military (he says
he'll ask the generals to tell him
what is good and what needs fixing,

including whether imposed civilian
social policies are helping or hurt-
ing its primary objectives of “[win-
ning) wars and defendfing] the
peace to lessen the chance of wars.”

Next, tax cuts and a streamlining
of government agencies. “I won't
back away from these" he again
pledges. He promises “some inter-
esting executive orders” without
saying what they would be. He
wants to improve trade, which he
thinks is a key to freedom, includ-
ing in China.

“1 look forward to leading our
country and lifting the spirit of
America. Our great strength lies in
the hearts and souls of our citizens,
not in the halls of government.”

It sounds like a line from his
stump speech. But in a van on the
way to the airport, he delivers 1t
with conviction and a smile. His
confidence is growing. Maybe it's
the judo lessons.

Cal Thomas is u nationally sy
dicated columnist.



