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~January 25, 2000
Williamm Jefferson Clinton VIA FAX AND HAND g/,bn
The President DELIVERED
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue ; Z
Washington, DC 20500 / ”

Decar President Clinton:

Aas the Rapking Member of the House Subcommittee on Immigration, I am
writing to applaud the decision that has been made by the Department of Justice to affirm
the INS decision to act within the best interests of the child in the case of Elian Gonzalez.
I also applaud the decision of the INS that compels the Mjani rclatives of Blian to bring
him to a neutral site so that he tnay reunuitc with his grandmothers.

As you know, today I have had the-opportunity to meet with Elian’s two
grandmothers, Raquel Rodriguez and Mariela Quintana, and Members of Congress to
discuss his safe retumn back to Cuba. By meeting with these endearing wornen, I want to
ensure the enforcement of the INS’ previous decision. It is imperative that we end the
political posturing surrounding this young boy’s plight. Elian Gonzalez is not an orphan
and his father has not been proven to be unfit and no sbuse of Elian has been found that
would nonmally deny a natural parent custody of his child.

You may also be aware that there are several bills in the Congress that would
mmalke Eljan a citizen or a legal permanent resident of the United States. After meeting
with the grandmothers, I have leamed that their wish is for their precious grandson to
return to Cuba to be with their natural father and them. T urge you to veto any bill that
would make this young boy a citizen or legal permanent resident. I also think that it 18
important that you meet with these women and look in their eyes, and feel their cmotions
in order for you to fully appreciate this issue.

I am enclosing a letter from the grandmothers given to me today directed to -you
MTr. President asking for your help in returning Elian to bis family in Cuba.
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Thank you for your time and consideration.
~ M
Member of Congress
STL:Icb

Buclosure: Letter to President Clinton from the Grandmothers of Elian Gonzales
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** Confidentiality Note **

The documents accompanying this telecopy transmission contain confidential information that
is legally privileged The information is intended only for the use of the named recipient. If
you are not the named recipient, please do not read the attached documents. Any
dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited. If you
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La Habana, 21 de enero de 2000

Excmo. Sr. William Clinton
Presidente
Estados Unidos de América

Estimado Presidente:

Las dos abuelas del nifio Elidn Gonzdlez Brotons hemos venido hasta Nueva York con
la esperanza de recuperarlo.

Podrd suponer usted que hacer este viaje ha significado un gran sacrificio para
nuestra familia, que no se ha separado un solo instante desde el momento de la
tragedia en que perdimos a una hija'y hemos sido forzados a contemplar con infinito
dolor el secuestro de niuestro nieto. En los iltimos dlas los que retienen

criminalmente al nifio ya no nos permiten siquiera hablar con él.

Sabemos que usted, enfrentdndose a grandes obstdculos, ha expresado su
reconocimiento al derecho indiscutible del padre de recuperar @ su hijo. Juan
Miguel el padre de Eliancito, nosotras y toda la familia estamos destruidos y vivimos
el horror de ver pasar el tiempo. '

A pesar de que conacemos de su inmenso trabajo, le solicitamos que nos reciba
- aungue sea por unos minutos. De usted preferirlo, seria absolutamente confidencial.

Si nos concede ese honor, constituiria para nosotras un extraordinario aliento, que
ahora o en el futuro seria muy apreciado también por el pueblo de Estados Unidos
que, apegado a los valores de familia, en muy amplia mayoria es decididamente
partidario de que el nifio regrese junto a su padre, abuelos 'y demds familiares.

Puede localizarnos en la casa de la Reverenda Joan Campbell, y el contacto se haria
en la forma y lugar que usted estime pertinente.

Mariela Q&@am Garrido y Raqu%%%ﬂguez

Abuelas de Elidn Gonzdlez Brotons
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January 10, 2000

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20052

Dear Mr. President:

2241 RaYBURN BUILDING
WasHINGTON, DC 20515
(202} 225-2361

DISTRICT OFFICES:

815 BROADWAY
BrookLYN, NY 11206
(718) 599-3658

173 Avenue B
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(212) 673-3997

16 COURT STREET
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I would like to express my strong support for your efforts in the safe return of Elian Gonzalez

to his father in Cuba. Elian, who has just recently lost his mother, has been kept from the only
family he has ever known. The U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service has determined that
Elian’s father is his sole legal guardian. This is dictated by the laws of this nation and by the natural
law between a parent and a child.

There is no evidence to suggest that Elian’s father is anything but a loving and responsible
parent. No one can argue against the fact that his father loves him and is the proper and legal
guardian. Mr. Gonzalez’ legal guardianship over his son has been attacked only because of his
nationality and not because of any conduct of his own. Denying him custody of his child would fly
in the face of justice. The welfare of a child must not take a backseat to politics.

This is not a political question, but a question about a father and son separated because of the
relationship between two countries. I strongly support the decision of the INS to return Elian to his
father and his home.

Sincerely,

W@;{

Nydia M. Velazquez
Member of Congress

cc: Attorney General Reno \

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS
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@Emngm% of the nited States
- WHashington, BL 20515
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January 7, 2000
The President
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:
We are writing regarding the plight of Elian Gonzalez to request that you take no
action to enforce the decision announced by the Imm1grat10n and Naturalization Service

that would mandate Elian’s return to Cuba.

-As you are aware, there are many complicated legal aspects to this case. Given
that the fate 6f an innocent little boy is at stake amidst these complex and unique

- circumstances, we believe that the U.S. Government should not move too hastily on this

issue.

In addition, we feel that it is imperative that Congress be allowed to examine all
the issues involved. We intend to introduce legislation to extend permanent resident alien
status to Elian Gonzalez when Congress returns in late January. Accordingly, we
respectfully urge you to take steps to halt the implementation of the INS’ decision,
waiting instead to work with Congress when it reconvenes.

Thank you for your thoughtful attention to this urgent matter,

Sincerely,

Mtsch Rep. PachKennedy

Rep. Bob Menendgz

: RN
PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER hoo :
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JOSE E. SERRANO

16TH DisTRICT, NEW YORK

WASHINGTON OFFICE. -

e Congress of the nited States

(202) 2254361
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DISTRICT OFFICE: . @@l&gﬂjﬁngﬁﬂn, m@ 20515-3216
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{718) 538-6400 | January 5, 2000

Fax (718} 5883652

The Honorable William J. Clinton
President of the United States

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW
Washington, D.C. 20500-0005

Dear Mr. Prqsiden’_t:

COMMITTEE:

APPROPRIATIONS

SUBCOMMITTEES:

RANKING DEMOCRAT
COMMERCE, JUSTICE, STATE, THE JUDICIARY
AND RELATED AGENCIES
TRANSPORTATION
AND RELATED AGENCIES

MEMBER, CONGRESSIONAL
Hispanic CAucus

MEemMBER, CONGRESSIONAL
Brack Caucus

Vice CHAIR
DEMOCRATIC STEERING
CoMMITTEE

‘ .Hllh'l,lkll{ll I @l@@gﬂlﬂﬂﬂﬂ

Finally after a flawed process and an unjustifiable delay, the INS has announced that
Elian Gonzalez will be returned to his father. I am supportive of this moral decision.

At a recent press conference, lawyers from Miami indicated they would be asking that
this decision by the INS be overturned, and stated that they would be initiating legal action. This
is outrageous, unacceptable, and has no supporting legal precedent or basis. Any attempt to
change this long and overdue correct decision by the INS would be a grave mistake.

Now is not the time to again politicize the process. I urge you to reject all of these
attempts to thwart the authority and decision of the INS. This child mﬁngs with his father, and
I hope that all of your efforts will be directed towards quickly bringing this to a conclusion.

Sincerely,

osé E. Serrano
Member of Congress

JES:nab
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January 6, 2000

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

The White House

Washington, D.C. 20050

Dear Mr. President:

We are writing 10 you to again urge the Administration to assist in expediting the return of Elian

. Gonzalez to his father in Cuba. We applaud the National Council of Churches of Christ of the
USA on the important role they are performing in the Elian Gonzalez immigration case. We
support their request to accompany Elian back 10 Cuba and to turn him over to the Cuban
Council of Churches so that he may be reunited with his father, Mr. Juan Gonzalez.

The U.S. Deparmment of Justice Immigration and Narturalization Service’s determination that Mr.
Juan Gonzalez has the sole legal autharity to speak on behalf of his son, regarding Elian’s
immigration staws in the United States speaks not only to U.S. laws but 10 naniral law. We ask
that you assist the National Council of Churches of Christ of the USA-in their effort to fulfill the
father’s official request of assistance to reunify his family.

We have been ardent in our efforts to ensure that Elian’s situation not be decided based on the
politics of the day or the sentiments of anti-Castro Cubans in Florida and the rest of the United
States. Rather, it should be based on the interests of the child and the rights that any father
would expect 1o have,

We urge your immediate intervention to resolve this situation and eliminate any further delay in
the reunification of this family. Any further delay will ensure Elian’s continued traumatic
exposure to the ongoing protests in Miami. '

Sinccrely,
Maxine Waters Barbara Lee James E. Clybum

Member of Congress Member of Congress Member of Congress



William Clay
Member of Congress

Sanford Bishop
Member of Congress

Jan Schakt;ws;ky
Member of Congress

Neil Abercrombie
Member of Congress

- Earl Hilliard

Member of Congress

Sheila Jackson Lee
Member of Congress

Stephanie Tubbs-Jones
Member of Congress

| Gregory Meeks
Member of Congress

Nancy Pelosi
Member of Congress

cc:  Auomey General Janet Reno
Commissioner Doris Meissner

e =

Maurice Hinchey

Member of Congress

Alcee Hastings _
Member of Congress

Julia Carson
Member of Congress

Elijah Cummings
Member of Congress



Additional Supporters

Mr. Harold Pope, President
‘National Bar Association

Dr Joseph Lowery, Chairman
- Black Leadership Forum

Dr. Dorothy Height, President Emerita and Chair
National Council of Negro Women

M:r. John Boyd, President
National Black Farmers Association and
Equality International

Mr. Willxam Lucy, Presxdent
Coalition of Black Trade Unionists

The Honorable Roosevelt Coats, PIeSJdent
National Black Caucus of Local Elected Officials

Ambassador Andrew Young
GoodWorks Intemnational, LLC

Ms. Thomasina Coton, Acting President & CEO
Opportunities, Industrialization Centers of America

Ms. Jane Smith, President
National Council of Negro Women

Ms. Sullivan Robinson, Executive Director & CEO
Congress of National Black Churches

Ms. C. Delores Tucker, Chair
National Political Congress of Black Women

i s re



-

_ DATE RECEIVED:

THE WHITE HOUSE

NAME OF CORRESPONDENT: THE HONORABLE JEFF BINGAMAN

ID# 407654

CORRESPONDENCE TRACKING WORKSHEET PAGE 1

SUBJECT: URGES THE PRESIDENT TO RESIST RESPONDING TO THE POLITICAL FORCES AROUND THE
DEBATE OF ELIAN GONZALEZ

ACTION |

DISPOSITION
ROUTE TO: ACTION DATE TYPE c COMPLETED
OFFICE/AGENCY (STAFF NAME) CODE YY/MM/DD RESP D YY/MM/DD
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS  LARRY STEIN ORG 2000/01/03

ACTION COMMENTS

NS

C (5@/0(/06
A

ACTION COMMENTS:

ACTION COMMENTS:

ACTION COMMENTS:

COMMENTS

REPORT CODES:

ACTION CODES:
A - APPROPRIATE ACTION

- C - COMMENT/RECOMMENDETION

D - DRAFT RESPONSE

F - FURNISH FACT SHEET

I - INFO COPY/NO ACT NECCESSARY
R - DIRECT REPLY W/ COPY

S - FOR SIGNATURE

IS

ADDITIONAL CORRESPONDENTS: 0

MEDIA: LETTER

_ USER CODES:

INDIVIDUAL CODES:

DISPOSITION CODES:

A - ANSWERED

B - NON-SEPC-REFERRAL
C - COMPLETED

S - SUSPENDED

\

OUTGOING CORRESPONDENCE:
TYPE RESP = INITIALS OF SIGNER
CODE=A '
COMPLETED = DATE OF QUTGOING

REFER QUESTIONS AND ROUTING UPDATES TO REdORDS MANAGEMENT (ROOM 72, OEOB) EXT-62590

RECORDS MANAGEMENT.

'KEEP THIS WORKSHEET ATTACHED TO THE ORIGINAL INCOMING LETTER AT ALL TIMES AND SEND COMPLETED RECORD TO



{

I

. JEFF BINGAMAN ‘ 703 HART SENATE OFFICE BLDG.
NEW MEXICO ) . : . ° WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3102

(202) 224-5521
IN NEW MEXICO—1-800-443-8658

TDD (202) 224-1792

Gﬁﬂﬂﬂtmﬂ _ %ﬁ:ﬂm[g %{ZH‘HG{EE '. " serator_bingaman@bingaman.sonate.gov
AL O
*407654*

December 16, 1999

President William J. Clinton
The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

I am writing.to you regarding the battle for custody of Elian Gonzalez, the young Cuban boy
whose mother perished attempting to flee to the United States. [ have been greatly disturbed, as
I’m sure you have, at the way in which groups on both sides of the issue have turned the very
personal issue of where this young boy belongs into a debate with very political goals.

My purpose in writing this letter is simply to urge you to resist responding to the political forces
swirling around this debate. If it is determined that the father is an appropriate adult to have
custody of his son, this matter should be resolved in a manner that recognizes the rights of the
surviving natural parent and insures that the best interests of the child are furthered. I would urge
that this decision be made soon, so that the political storm that has been unleashed is prevented
from doing further damage to this child and all of the parties involved. -

ALBUQUERQUE LAS CRUCES LAS VEGAS . ROSWELL ) SANTAFE
{505) 346-6601 {505) 5236561 (505) 454-8824 (505) 622-7113 (505) 988-6647
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The Honorable William J. Clinton - R eletulbi
President of the United States
The White House
‘1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW

Washington, D.C. 20500-0005

Dear Mr. President:

It is my understanding that an inter-agency task force, led by the National Security Agency, is
trying to determine what procedures should be followed with respect to the case of Elidn Gonzalez, the
Cuban child rescued off the coast of Florida. I am at a loss to understand what would justify deviating
from established procedures governing the rights of children found outside the protection of their own
governments, which were designed and negotiated to protect not only the nghts of nationals of other
countries but also those of our own citizens.

Although I can appreciate the sensitivity of this case, I believe that the United States
government, immediately upon finding this child, should have returned him to Cuba to his natural father,
who is his only surviving parent. Unfortunately, the Immigration and Naturalization Service placed
Elidn in the temporary custody of relatives in Miami. Elidn’s father has now stated clearly and on
numerous occasions that he wants his son returned to his care, and I believe that the parental rights of the
father should take precedence over all political conmderatlons

You should quickly and personally intervene to facilitate the return of this small child to his
father, his grandparents, and the place of his birth. In this particular case, a state court is not the’
appropriate forum, Moreover, a judicial process will only further delay the return of this child to Cuba,
and will exacerbate already strained relations between the United States and Cuba.

Could there be a more poignant example of the irrationality governing our policy towards Cuba
than the plight of this child, who has now become an international poster child for competing national

interests? Time honored intemational procedures are being lgnored in favor of political interests. This i is
a travesty.

v

With thanks for your attention to my views and best wishes, I am

Sincercly,

Jos€E.
‘Member of Congress

JES:nab



Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510 -

Decémber-20, 1999

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton
President of the United States

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20500

Deér Mr. President:

The world knows the story of a mother who gave her life to protect her child and give
him freedom. Along with his stepfather and several other people, she joined her young son in a
small boat and entered dangerous waters. In all, this young six-year-old boy’s story of how he
arrived on our shores for freedom is a story for the ages. It is a story of the steps people will take
to find and secure freedom.

Throughout our long history, pcople throughout the world have found freedom on our
shores. Countless people through the years have fled the brutality of communism. In this young
boy, Elian Gonzalez, hanging on to an inner-tube for his life is 1ndeed a mlracle It should be
recognized as such.

Therefore, when the Congress returns from the current recess, we intend to move to
consider a measure granting United States citizenship to Elian Gonzalez.

Mr. President, there has been much too much debate; we should make this simple.
Elian’s mother, Elizabeth Rodriguez, gave her life so that her son would have the full protection
of America’s freedom: We undertake this initiative in honor of his mother and in recognition of
the danger the boy faces. We in the Senate understand this young man has a right to freedom.

There is talk that the INS will simply send Elian back to the clutches of Castro’s
communist dictatorship. To retum him without American citizenship would be a tragedy and a
travesty. To ensure he gets a fair hearing in court by people who treasure llberty and honor and
respect the rule of law, we hope the United States will bestow citizenship on him. At this point,
Elian’s future should be decided by his family and the courts. But later in life as an American
citizen, he will have the freedom to choose where he wishes to live. His future will no longer be
a political decision, but a decision based upon the best interests of the child. By confirming
citizenship, we will be preserving the father’s rights to see and be with his son. But most
1mponant1y, we will be preserving the boy s rights to hve in freedom.
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Since citizenship would also prevent the INS from forcefully removing Elian, we request
that you take no action to deliver this boy to Cuba before we can act on his citizenship measure.
Any act to do so would stand in conflict with the spirit of the season and the memory of Elian’s
mother.

| ' Sincerely, ' _ ' .
Connie Mack _ Trent Lott
United States Senator : United States Senator
D6n Nickles Paul Coverdell
United States Senator United States Senator

Larry Crgg
- United States Senator



