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Jaroiaiy 25, 2000 

WilJiam Jefferson Cliiiton 
The President 
1600 Penasylvania Avenue 
Washington^DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton; 

VTA FAX AND HAND 
DHLIVBRED 

Aa the Ranking Member ofthe House Subcommittee on Immigratioij, I am 
writing to applaud the decision that has been made by die Department of Justice to affirm 
tlie INS decision to act within the best interests of the child in the case of Elian Gonzedez. 
I also applaud the decision ofthe INS that compels fhe Miami relatives of Elian to bring 
him to a neutral site so that he may reunuite with liia grandmothers. 

As you Icnow. today I have had thc>oppoitunity to meet wi.th Elian's two 
grandmothers. Raquel Rodriguez and Mariela Quintana, and Members of Congress to 
discuss his safe return back to Cuba. By meeting witli these endearing women, I want to 
ensure the enforcement ofthe INS' previous decision. It is imperative tliat we end the 
poUtical posturing surrounding this young boy's pHght. Elian Gonzalez is not an orphan 
and his father has not been proven to be unfit and no abuse of Elian has been found that 
would nonnally deny a nattiral parent custody ofhis child, 

You may also be aware that there are several bills in the Congress that would 
malce Elian a citizen or a legal permanent resident ofthe United States. After meetmg 
with the grandmothers, I have leamed that their wish is for their precious grandson to 
retum to Cuba to be with their natural father and them. I urge you to veto any bill that 
Would make this young boy a citizen or legal permanent resident. I also thinlc that it is 
important that you meet with these women and look in their eyes, and feel their emotions 
in order for yon to fiilly appreciate this issue. 

I am. enclosing a letter from the grandmothers given to me today directed to you 
Mr. President aslcing for your help in retuniiiig Elian to his .family in Cuba. 
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Tiiank you for your time and consideration. 

Siacerely, 

yicson Lee 
Member of Congress 

SJL:Icb 

Enclosure: Letter to President Clmton from tlie Grandmothers of Elian Gonzales 
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La Habaruj, 21 de enero de 2000 

Excmo. Sr. WiUiam Clinton 
Presidente 
Estados Unidos de Amirica 

Estimado Presidente: 

Las dos abuelas del nino Elidn Gonzdlez Brotons hemos venido hasta Nueva York con 
la esperanza de recuperarlo. 

Podrd suponer usted que hacer este viaje ha significado un gran sacrificio para 
nuestra familia, que no se ha separado un solo instante desde el momento de la 
tragedia en que perdimos a una hija y hemos sido forzfidos a contemplar con mfimto 
dolor el secuestro de nuestro nieto. En los ultimos dlas los que retienen 
criminalmente al nifio ya no nos permiten siquiera hablar con el. 

Sabemos que usted, enfrentdndose a grandes obstdculos, ha expresado su 
reconocimiento al derecho indiscutible del padre de recuperar a su hijo. Juan 
Miguel el padre de Eliancito. nosotras y toda la familia estamos destruidos y vivmos 
el horror de ver pasar el tiempo. 

A pesar de que conocemos de su inmenso trabajo. le solicitamos que nos reciba 
^ aunque sea por unos minutos. De usted preferirlo. seria absolutamente confidencial. 

Si nos concede ese honor, constituiria para nosotras un extraordinario aliento, que 
ahora o en el fiituro seria muy apreciado tambien por el pueblo de Estados Unidos 
que. apegado a los valores defamiUa, en muy amplia mayoria es decididamente 
partidario de que el nino regrese junto a su padre, abuelos y demds familiares. 

Puede localizarnos en la casa de la Reverenda Joan Campbell, y el contacto se haria 
en la forma y lugar que usted estime pertinente. 

Mariela QJ^^WL Garrido y Raquel̂ ad^gu /̂Rodriguez 
Abuelas de Elian Gonzdlez Brotons \ 
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The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20052 

Dear Mr. President: 

I would like to express my strong support for your efforts in the safe retum of Elian Gonzalez 
to his father in Cuba. Elian, who has just recently lost his mother, has been kept from the only 
family he has ever known. The U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service has determined that 
Elian's father is his sole legal guardian. This is dictated by the laws of this nation and by the natural 
law between a parent and a child. 

There is no evidence to suggest that Elian's father is anything but a loving and responsible 
parent. No one can argue against the fact that his father loves him and is the proper and legal 
guardian. Mr. Gonzalez' legal guardianship over his son has been attacked only because ofhis 
nationality and not because of any conduct ofhis own. Denying him custody ofhis child would fly 
in the face of justice. The welfare of a child must not take a backseat to politics. 

This is not a political question, but a question about a father and son separated because ofthe 
relationship between two countries. I strongly support the decision ofthe INS to retum Elian to his 
father and his home. 

Sincerely, 

Nydia M. Velazquez 
Member of Congress 

cc: Allorney General Reno 

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS 
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The President 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

January 7, 2000 
*408766* 

We are writing regarding the plight of Elian Gonzalez to request that you take no 
action to enforce the decision announced by the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
that would mandate Elian's retum to Cuba. 

As you are aware, there are many complicated legal aspects to this case. Given 
that the fate 6f an innocent little boy is at stake amidst these complex and unique 
circumstances, we believe that the U.S. Govemment should not move too hastily on this 
issue. 

In addition, we feel that it is imperative that Congress be allowed to examine all 
the issues involved. We intend to introduce legislation to extend permanent resident alien 
status to Elian Gonzalez when Congress retums in late January. Accordingly, we 
respectfully urge you to take steps to halt the implementation ofthe INS' decision, 
waiting instead to work with Congress when it reconvenes. 

Thank you for your thoughtfiil attention to this urgent matter. 

Sincerely, 

Rep. Bob Menem 

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER 
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Dear Mr. President: 

Finally after a flawed process and an unjustifiable delay, the INS has announced that 
Elian Gonzalez will be retumed to his father. I am supportive of this moral decision. 

At a recent press conference, lawyers from Miami indicated they would be asking that 
this decision by the INS be overtumed, and stated that they would be initiating legal action. This 
is outrageous, unacceptable, and has no supporting legal precedent or basis. Any attempt to 
change this long and overdue correct decision by the INS would be a grave mistake. 

Now is not the time to again politicize the process. I urge yquto reject all of these 
attempts to thwart the authority and decision of the INS. This child belottgs with his father, and 
I hope that all of your efforts will be directed towards quickly bringing this to a conclusion. 

Sincerely, 

'Jose E. Serrano 
Member of Congress 

JESinab 
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January 6.2000 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinion 
President of the United States 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20050 

Dear Mr. President: 

We are writing to you to again urge the Administration to assist in expediting the retum of EUan 
Gonzalez to his &ther in Cuba. We applaud the National Council of Churches of Christ ofthe 
USA on the important role they are performing in tiie Elian Oonzaiez imnugration casê  We 
support their request to accompany EUan back to Cuba and to tum him over to the Cuban 
Council of Churches so that he may be reunited with his &ther, Mr. Juan Gonzalez. 

The U.S. Depanment of Justice Immigration and Naturalization Service's detennination that Mr. 
Juan Gonzalez has the sole legal authority to speak on behalf of his son, regarding Elian's 
immigration status in the United States speaks not only to U.S. laws but to natural law. We ask 
that you assist the National Council of Churches of Christ of iheTJSTtin their effon to fulfill the 
father's official request of assistance to reimiiy his family. 

We have been ardent in our effons to ensure that Elian's situation not be decided based on the 
politics ofthe day or tbe sentiments of anti-Castro Cubans in Florida and the rest of the United 
States. Rather, it should be based on the interests of the child and the rights that any father 
would expect to bave. 

We urge your immediate intervention to resolve this situation and elinainate any fimher delay in 
the reunification of this family. Any fimher delay will ensure Eliaa's continued traumatic 
exposure to the ongoing protests in Miami. 

Sincerely, 

Maxine Waters 
Member of Congress 

Barbara Lee 
Member of Congress 

James E. Clybum 
Member of Congress 



WiUiam Clay 
Member of Congress 

Sheila Jackson Lee 
Member of Congress 

Maurice Hinchey 
Member of Congress 

Sanford Bishop 
Member of Congress 

Stephanie Tubbs-Jones 
Member of Congress 

Alcee Hastings 
Member of Congress 

Jan Schakowsky 
Member of Congress 

Gregory Meeks 
Member of Congress 

Julia Carson 
Member of Congress 

Neil Abercrombie 
Member of Congress 

Nancy Pelosi 
Member of Congress 

Elijah Cummings 
Member of Congress 

EarlHilUard 
Member of Congress 

cc: Attomey Genera} Janet Reno 
Commissioner Doris Meissner 
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December 16,1999 *407654* 

President William J. Clinton 
The White House 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

I am writing, to you regarding the battle for custody of Elian Gonzalez, the young Cuban boy 
whose mother perished attempting to flee to the United States. I have been greatly disturbed, as 
I'm sure you have, at the way in which groups on both sides of the issue have tumed the very 
personal issue of where this young boy belongs into a debate with very political goals. 

My purpose in writing this letter is simply to urge you to resist responding to the political forces 
swirling around this debate. If it is determined that the father is an appropriate adult to have 
custody ofhis son, this matter should be resolved in a manner that recognizes the rights of the 
surviving natural parent and insures that the best interests of the child are furthered. I would urge 
that this decision be made soon, so that the political storm that has been unleashed is prevented 
from doing fiirther damage to this child and all of the parties involved. 

Sincerelŷ  

ijlflaman Y 
'tates Senator j 

ALBUQUERQUE 
(505) 346-6601 

LAS CRUCES 
(5051 523-6561 

LiVS VEGAS 
(505) 454-8824 

ROSWELL 
(5051 622-7113 

SANTA FE 
(5051 988-6647 
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Dear Mr. President: 

HISPANIC CAUCUS 

December 8, 1999 MEMBER, CONGRESSIONAL 
BLACK CAUCUS 

VICE CHAIR 
DEMOCRATIC STEERING 

COMMITTEE 

It is my understanding that an inter-agency task force, led by the National Security Agency, is 
trying to determine what procedures should be followed with respect to the case of Eliin Gonz îlez, the 
Cuban child rescued off the coast ofFlorida. I am at a loss to understand what would justify deviating 
firom established procedures goveming the rights of children found outside the protection of their own 
govemments, which were designed and negotiated to protect not only the rights of nationals of other 
countries but also those of our own citizens. 

Although I can appreciate the sensitivity of this case, 1 believe that the United States 
govemment, immediately upon finding this child, should have retumed him to Cuba to his natural father, 
who is his only surviving parent. Unfortunately, the Immigration and Naturalization Service placed 
Elian in the temporary custody of relatives in Miami. Elian's father has now stated clearly and on 
numerous occasions that he wants his son retumed to his care, and I believe that the parental rights of the 
father should take precedence over all political considerations. 

You should quickly and personally intervene to facilitate the retum of this small child to his 
father, his grandparents, and the place ofhis birth. In this particular case, a state court is not the 
appropriate forum. Moreover, a judicial process will only further delay the retum of this child to Cuba, 
and will exacerbate already strained relations between the United States and Cuba. 

Could there be a more poignant example of the irrationality goveming our policy towards Cuba 
than the plight of this child, who has now become an intemational poster child for competing national 
interests? Time honored international procedures are being ignored in favor of political interests. This is 
a travesty. 

With thanks for your attention to my views and best wishes, I am 

Jose^. Serrano 
Member of Congress 

JES:nab 



Iflmtefl ^mzB ^mm 
WASHINGTON, DC 20510 

December 20,1999 

The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton 
President of the United States 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20500 

Dear Mr. President: 

The world knows the story of a mother who gave her life to protect her child and give 
him freedom. Along with his stepfather and several other people, she joined her young son in a 
small boat and entered dangerous waters. In all, this young six-year-old boy's story of how he 
arrived on our shores for freedom is a story for the ages. It is a story ofthe steps people will take 
to find and secure freedom. 

Throughout our long history, people throughout the world have found freedom on our 
shores. Countless people through the years have fled the brutality of communism. In this young 
boy, Elian Gonzalez, hanging on to an inner-tube for his life is indeed a miracle. It should be 
recognized as such. 

Therefore, when the Congress retums from the current recess, we intend to move to 
consider a measure granting United States citizenship to Elian Gonzalez. 

Mr. President, there has been much too much debate; we should make this simple. 
Elian's mother, Elizabeth Rodriguez, gave her life so that her son would have the fiill protection 
of America's freedom. We undertake this initiative in honor ofhis mother and in recognition of 
the danger the boy faces. We in the Senate understand this young man has a right to freedom. 

There is talk that the INS will simply send Elian back to the clutches of Castro's 
communist dictatorship. To return him without American citizenship would be a tragedy and a 
travesty. To ensure he gets a fair hearing in court by people who freasure liberty and honor and 
respect the rule of law, we hope the United States will bestow citizenship on him. At this point, 
Elian's future should be decided by his family and the courts. But later in life as an American 
citizen, he will have the freedom to choose where he wishes to live. His future will no longer be 
a political decisi'on, but a decision based upon the best interests ofthe child. By confirming 
citizenship, we will be preserving the father's rights to see and be with his son. But most 
importantly, we will be preserving the boy's rights to five in freedom. 

\ 



Since citizenship would also prevent the INS from forcefully removing Elian, we request 
that you take no action to deliver this boy tO Cuba before we can act on his citizenship measure. 
Any act to do so would stand in conflict with the spirit of the season and the memory of Elian's 
mother. -

Sincerely, 

Connie Mack 
United States Senator 

Trent Lott 
United States Senator 

Don Nickles 
United States Senator 

Paul Coverdell 
United States Senator 

Larry 
United States Senator 


