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| —=(55 -
Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC)

From:! Bash, Brooks L. (EXSEC)
Sent: | Monday, July 31, 2000 5:10 PM
To: Patten, Wendy L. (MULTI); @MULTILAT - Multilateral and Humanitarian Affairs
Cc: | @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary
Subject: #3655--Ltr to Menendez [UNCLASSIFIED]
|
Wendy,

Mara has decided (Miles concurred) that we should not/not repond to this letter. Please return the folder to records --
NFAR. Thanks, Brooks



i : ' 3655 - REDO
' NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
} WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

i ' July 27, 2000
|ACTION

!MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL BERGER

1THROUGH: ’ ERIC SCHWARTﬁéx
‘FROM: WENDY PATTENWﬁQ
/SUBJECT: Letter from Representative Menendez on Elian

Gonzalez Case

Attached is a memorandum to the President and proposed response
|to a letter from Representative Robert Menendez on the Elian
{Gonzalez-case.

1We held this response while awaiting the decisions of the 11"
Circuit Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court in this case.
iThese decisions, which were imminent, affected the content of
1the response. It was then returned for revisions. '

'The NSC received the incoming correspondence on May 31, 2000.

i . ' .
Concurrence by: Caryn Hollis, Mary DeRosa, Dan Shapiro

‘ (cleared via email)

‘RECOMMENDATION

\
IThat you sign the attached memorandum.

(Attachment _ :

Tab I Memorandum for the President
Tab A Response to Representative Menendez
Tab B Incoming Correspondence
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

ACTION
MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER
CHARLES M. BRAIN

SUBJECT: Congressional Correspondence on Elian Gonzalez
Case

Purpose

Respond to a letter from Representative Menendez urging you to
intervene to end what he perceived as Castro’s attempts to
indoctrinate Elian Gonzalez on U.S. soil.

Background

In his letter, Representative Robert Menendez criticized the
Administration for allegedly permitting the communist
indoctrination of Elian Gonzalez through classes conducted by
his Cuban teacher at the Gonzalez’s temporary residence near Wye
Plantation. He also contended that Cuban officials were
dictating the family’s daily activities.

Your response indicates that once INS determined that Juan
Miguel Gonzalez was Elian’s father and had a close relationship
with his son, INS took steps to reunite Elian with his father.
"It was up to his father to make decisions about his son’s
education and with whom the family would meet. Our role at Wye
was to provide security and to ensure that Elian did not leave
U.S. jurisdiction. You express your hope that Elian and all
Cuban children will soon live in a democratic Cuba and enjoy the
benefits of an open economy.

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached letter.

Attachments
Tab A Letter to Representative Menendez
Tab B Incoming Correspondence

cc: Vice President
Chief of Staff
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O 405 CANNON H.O.8.
WasHiNGTON, DC 20515-3013
{202) 225-7919

' ROBERT MENENDEZ

137H DisTRICT, NEW JERSEY
VICE CHAIR OF THE DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS

DISTRICT OFFICES!

O 911 BERGEN AVENUE
Jersey City, NJ 07306

COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION
AND INFRASTRUCTURE

{SUBCOMMITTEES:

(201) 222-2828

wronseamawoner CONGTeSS of tm @mm States SN

(201} 823-2900

coTEE Sy BTERATENA House of Representatives 0 e
| . . ) (732) 324-6212
SUBCOMMITTEES: 4

INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC POLICY AND TRADE wasblngtun’ m@ 20515_3013 D 3109 BEZRNGDEEIL-ICTSRAVENUE
WESTERN HEMISPHERE UNton CiTy, NJ 07087
May l 9 , 2 O O O (201) 558-0800
The Honorable William Jefferson Clinton B0 0 O
The President of the United States - *%418152%

The White House
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear Mr. President:

The front page of yesterday’s Washington Times carried a
photo of six year-old Eli&n Gonzalez at his temporary residence
near Wye Plantation, dressed in a Union of Communist Pioneer’s
uniform. I was appalled by this photo and others taken by the
Cuban regime that appeared yesterday in Granma, Cuba’s
propaganda paper. A copy is enclosed.

It is incomprehensible that the U.S: would permi he
coTmEg;sb—+ndoc;s&na§+eﬁ—eé—gl4:n Gonzalez gnd other children on

U.S. soil while under the supervision of the U.S. Marshall’s
Service.

The Union of Communist Pioneers is not like the Boy Scouts;
participation in pioneers is mandatory, and the primary goal of
the group is the indoctrination of young children in communist
political and military ideology, and military readiness
training. The “skills” children are taught include, how to hold
bridges from enemy troops, find landmines, throw grenades
through windows, and assemble a rifle while blindfolded.

The intent behind housing Elidn and his family at Wye
Plantation was to give them time to spend together as a family -
not to make them wards of the Cuban regime. Yet Cuban officials
have been given seemlnqlv unrestricted access to the family and

are/EfiE%/Ello ir daiiy‘EEEIVTET§§__——-l’f~\

The fact that the U.S. has facilitated Elidn’s Marxist-
Leninist indoctrination by providing visas to Cuban “educators”
is even more appalling. T

THIS STATIONERY PRINTED ON PAPER MADE OF RECYCLED FIBERS



Lastly, as we wait for the decision of the 11" Circuit
Court of Appeals, I 6 am disturbed by the possibility that should
Elidn be granted his right to apply for asylum, the past weeks
of indoctrination are likely to influence his ability to respond
truthfully in an interview with an asylum officer.

I urge you to immediately interwvene—te—erd—Castross
agLempL_LQ_carxyhout—his—maiignéd—sccia}—expeyémen;_on_g#géDFoi1

and .to ensure that Elian alez family are not further
—~ .
manipulated by the Castro regime.

Member of Cébngfegs

cc: The Honorable Madeleine Albright
Secretary of State

The Honorable Janet Remno
Attorney General of the United States



THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON
May 30, 2000

MEMORANDUM FOR ROBERT A. BRADTKE

FROM:

SUBJECT:

NSC Executive Secretariat

KAY CASSTEVENS
Legislative Affairs

PRESIDENTIAL CORRESPONDENCE

Attached are copies of letters sent to the President by

various Members of Congress. Since these letters address
national security issues, we would appreciate your assistance in
drafting the responses.

Thank you very much for your assistance. If you have any

questions, please call Courtney Crouch at x67500.

MAY 30 13:23

The following is a brief description of the letters:

1)

Sen. Kent Conrad (D-ND), Sen. Byron L. Dorgan (D-ND)
and Rep. Earl Pomeroy (D-ND), recommending that any
START III Treaty retains all 500 Minuteman III ICBMs
and does not reduce the B-52 force;

Sen. Mike DeWine (R-OH), recommending the President to
address the issue of international parental abduction
during his upcoming meeting with German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder;

Sen. Phil Gramm (R-TX), recommending the President to
address the issue of Mexico’s water management plan in
the Rio Grande watershed during his upcoming meeting
with Mexican President Ernesto Zedillo:;

Sen. Mary L. Landrieu (D-LA), recommending the

President to support a moment of silence honoring the
ideals of world peace during the inaugural ceremonies
of the 2000 Summer Olympic games in Sydney, Australia;

Rep. James C. Clypburn (D-SC) and thirty-one other
Members of Congress, concerning the current situation
in Sierra Leone and the Lome Accords:;

Rep. Norman D. Dicks (D-WA) and thirty-seven other
Members of Congress, recommending the President to
sustain and strengthen political, economic and cultural
ties with Turkey;



10)

11)

12)

13)

14)

15)

16)

Enclosures

Rep. Sam Gejdenson (D-CT), recommending the President
to address political developments in Belarus during his
upcoming meeting with Russian President Vladimir Putin;

Rep. Sam Gejdenson (D-CT), concerning the START II
Treaty;

Rep. Benjamin A. Gilman (R-NY) and thirteen other
Members of Congress, concerning the possibility of
resuming the suspended United States military to
military relationship with Indonesia;

Rep. Duncan Hunter (R-CA), recommending the President
to address the issue of the release of Mr. Edmond Pope
during his upcoming meeting with Russian President
Vladimir Putin; '

Rep. Peter T. King (R-NY), recommending the President
to address the issue of international parental
abduction during his upcoming meeting with German
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder;

Rep. Cynthia A. McKinney (D-GA), concerning the current
situation in Sierra Leone;

Rep. Robert Menendez (D-NJ), concerning the case of
Elian Gonzalez;

Rep. George Miller (D-CA) and thirty-six other Members
of Congress, concerning the investigations of a group
of murders alleged to have been ordered by former
Chilean General Augusto Pinochet;

Rep. Matt Salmon (R-AZ}), concerning the transfer of
Muhammad Deif from the Palestinian Authority to the
United States for prosecution in a U.S. court of law;

Rep. Frank R. Wolf (R-VA), concerning the problem of
diamond trafficking in Africa and the current situation
in Sierra Leone.
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GONZALEZ FAMILY ARE NOT FURTHER MANIPULATED BY THE CASTRO REGIME

1
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 3655
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

June 28, 2000

ACTION N

THROUGH :
FROM: TTEN
SUBJECT: Letter fr Representative Menendez on Elian

Gonzalez Case

Attached is a memorandum to t President and proposed response
to a letter from Representative\Robert Menendez on the Elian
Gonzalez case.

The NSC received the incoming corregpondence on May 31, 2000

DeRosa, Dan Shapiro _ngM)

Ceoncurrence by: Caryn Hollis, Ma

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached memorandum.

Attachment

Tab I Memorandum for the President
Tab A Response to Representative Menendez
Tab B Incoming Correspondence
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Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC) B

From: | Tierney, Mary "Theresa" T. (MULTI)

Sent:

Thursday, July 06, 2000 12:34 PM

To: Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC)
Cc: Patten, Wendy L. (MULTI)
Subject: RE: PCKG 3655: Congressional Letter from Robert Menendez [UNCLASSIFIED]

Hi Ju‘he - Thanks! | have added 'REDOQO' by the package number on the Berger Memo

3655 SRB memo

3655 MenendezElian

REDO.doc let REDO.do...

Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC)
Thursday, July 06, 2000 12:0X PM
Tierney, Mary "Theresa" T. (MULT)

Cc: Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC)

Subject: RE: PCKG 3655: Congressional Lelter from Robert Menendez [UNCLASSIFIED]
I

Theresa,

The package and diskette is in ExecSec -- you ma
substitute in package and initial for Wendy and Eri

Thanks -- June

!
e-mail the changed document(s) back to me, and | will print and
if ckay)

From: Tierney, Mary "Theresa" T. (MULTI)
| Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2000 10:21 AM
To: Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC)

From: Patten, Wendy L. (MULTI)

|Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2000 10:19 AM
To: Tierney, Mary "Theresa" T. (MULTI)
Cc: @MULTILAT - Multilateral and Humanitarian Affairs

Irecords.

----- Original Message--—--

From: Tierney, Mary T. (Theresa) (MULTI)
Sent: Thursday, July 06, 2000 8:51 AM
To: Patten, Wendy L. (MULTI)

Cc: @MULTILAT - Multilateral and Humanitarian Affairs
Subject: RE: PCKG 3655: Congressional Letter from Robert Menendez [UNCLASSIFIED]

Wendy, | reprinted the package and saved their changes to the G drive. Did they send the package back? |
| will need the package to update the disk. T2

. From: Patten, Wendy L.- (MULTI)
Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2000 6:35 PM
To: Tierney, Mary T. (Theresa) (MULTI)
Cc: @MULTILAT - Multilateral and Humanitarian Affairs

1



Subject: FW: PCKG 3655: Congressional Letter from Robert Menendez [UNCLASSIFIED)

Theresa -- see changes. Please make them in all the requisite places (hardcopy, disk, my G drive) and |
will sign off in the morning. This time I'll remember to note the concurrences were via email.

thanks -- WLP

----- Original Message-----

From: Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC)

Sent: Wednesday, July 05, 2000 6:16 FM

To: Patten, Wendy L. (MULTI); Hollis, Caryn C. (INTERAM); DeRosa, Mary B. (LEGAL); Shapiro, Daniel B.
(LEGIS)

Cc: @LEGAL - Legal Advisor; @INTERAM - Inter-American; @LEGISLAT - Legislative Affairs; @CROSS - Cross
Hatches; Jacobson, Tracey A. (ADMIN)

Subject: PCKG 3655: Congressional Letter from Robert Menendez [UNCLASSIFIED]

Re: Elian Gonzalez Case

Wendy: Did Hollis\/DeRosa/Shapiro clear package -- no initials on cover memo. Also, there needs to be
an explanation in the cover memorandum why response is so late.

Please note a few changes by ExecSec.

<< File: 3655 MenendezElian let.doc >> << File: 3655 POTUS memo.doc >> << File: 3655 SRB
memo.doc >>




3655 - REDO

Jure—28July 7, 2000

ACTION

MEMORANDUM ®OR SAMUEL BERGER

THROUGH: IC SCHWARTZ
FROM: WENDYX PATTEN
SUBJECT: Letter fxom Representative Menendez on Elian

Gonzalez

Attached is a memorandum to t President and proposed response

to a letter from Representative\Robert Menendez on the Elian
Gonzalez case.

We held this response while awaiting the decisions of the 11"
Circuit -Court of Appeals and the Supyeme Court in this case.

'These decisions, which were imminent,\affected the content of
the response.

The NSC received the incoming correspondence on May 31, 2000.

Concurrence by: Caryn Hollis, Mary DeRgsa,
. {cleared via email}

Dan Shapiro

RECOMMENDATION

That you sign the attached memorandum.

Attachment

Tab I Memorandum for the President
Tab A Response to Representative Menendez
Tab B Incoming Correspondence



Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC)

<S5 S

From:
Sent: |
To: :
Cc:

Subject:

June - they did clean,

----- Qriginal Messagei.--

From:
Sent:
To: '
Cc:

S ubject:
|

Re: Elian Gonzalez Case

/’_\
Patten, Wendy L. (MULTI) -
Wednesday, July 05, 2000 6:21 PM
Bartlett, L. June (EXSEC); Hollis, Caryn C. (INTERAM); DeRosa, Mary B. (LEGAL); Shapiro,
Daniel B. (LEGIS)
@LEGAL - Legal Advisor; @INTERAM - Inter-American; @LEGISLAT - Legislative Affairs;
@CROSS - Cross Hatches; Jacobson, Tracey A. (ADMIN)
RE: PCKG —Congressional Letter from Robert.Menendez [UNCLASSIFIED]

Al make changes and get it back to you right away. thanks -- WLP

Bartlett, I~ung (EXSEC)

Wednesday, Jul 0 G-

Patten, Wendy LTI) H0||IS Caryn . A kapiroTDanie! B. (LEGIS)

@LEGAL - Legal Advisor; @INTERAM - Inter- Amencan (,LEGISLAT Leglslatlve Affairs; @CROSS - Cross Hatches; Jacobson,
Tracey A. (ADMIN

PCKG 3655: Congressional Letter from Robert Menendez [UNCLASSIFIED]

Wendy: Did Hollis/DeRosa/Shapiro clear package -- no initials on cover memo. Also, there needs to be an
exp!anation in the cover memorandum why response is so late.

Please note a few changes by ExecSec.

<< File: 3655 MenendezElian let.doc >> << File: 365

OTUS memo.doc >> << File: 3655 SRB memo.doc >>
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

| Ul
R Yt

’MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

| /
FROM: \\_ SAMUEL BERGER ' (\

! “CHARLES M. BRAIN

| AN wd Cpreoprine
SUBJECT: C}Wﬁfsz a4 B

hS M Y .
Letﬁsr from Repregehtatitre—Merrermdez on Elian
| Gonzalez Case

‘Purgose

|Respond to a letter from Repkesentative Menende%j/;rging you to
intervene to end what he perceyves as Castro’s attempts to
'indoctrinate Elian Gonzalez on N.S. soil.

'Background

enendez criticizes the

| .
LL is letter, Representative Rcbert
. nist indoctrination of

U.S, /for allegedly permitting the com
Elian Gonzalez through classes conducted by his Cuban teacher at
'the Gonzalez’s temporary residerce near Wye Plantation. He also
contends that Cuban officials were dictating the family’s daily
lactivities. '
!Your response notes that Elian and his family spent time
Itogether away from the media spctlight. You mdicate that Cuban
‘government officials did not dictate their dai activities, nor
|did they interfere with the strcng bond between \parent and child
that lies at the heart of this matter. You exprass your hope
sthat Elian and his family will now be able to resyme their
normal lives, far from the public attention of recent months.

rj\ |
‘R'COMMENDATION'

|That you sign the attached respense.
" ¢

| ' -

1Attachmen%{§;jbtm“" F*‘F_J¥_$,~u~—

.Tab A -ReBspomse to Rep. Menende:

‘Tab B Incoming Correspondence

|
_ cc: Vice President
| : : Chief of Staff



| 3655
NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL

' WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

G ot &)
July 7. 2000 ot |

FOR SAMUEL BERGER

THROUGH :

ERIC SCHWARTZ 6= | /“62/(6/
|FROM: WENDY PATTEN 6«’
ISUBJECT: Lettek from Representative Menendez on Elian

Gonzalex Case

1

1 , \ ,

Attached is a memorandum to the President and proposed response
to a letter from Representative Robert Menendez on the Elian
Fonzalez case. '

We held this response while awaiking the decisions of the

11* Circuit Court of Appeals and the Supreme Court in this case.
These decisions, which were imminent, affected the content of
the response. '

Ehe NSC received the incoming correspondence on May 31, 2000.

Concurrence by: Céryn Hoilis, Mary DgRosa, Dan Shapiro
! : " {cleared via email}

RECOMMENDATION
-

Fhat you sign the attached memorandum.

kttachment :

Fab-I Memorandum for the President
Tab A Response to Representative Menendez

1 Tab B Incoming Correspondence



&
Wasserman, Elaine P. (EXSEC) 3 5 5
From: Wasserman, Elaine P. (EXSEC) /

Sent: Saturday, July 08, 2000 6:04 PM

To: Patten, Wendy L. (MULTI)

Cc: @MULTILAT - Muitilateral and Humanitarian Affairs; @EXECSEC - Executive Secretary
Subject: Package\3655 Ltr to Rep. Menendez on Elian Gonzalez Case [UNCLASSIFIED]

Subject package was returned from Jim Steinberg with the following note: Redo. See note on text. In text of letter, first
para, second sentence, he wrote: How do weknow this?

Package and diskette will be returned in Monday\a.m. first mail run.

Thank you.




THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

Degr\Bob:

Thank ybg for your letter regarding Elian Gonzalez
and your EQpcern about the lessons provided by his
Cuban teaché{.

N
Once the INS déugrmined that Juan Miguel Gonzalez
was Elian’s fathex and that he had a close '
relationship with s son, the INS recognized his
legal right to speaﬁ\for Elian and toock steps to
reunite Mr. Gonzalez Qiph his son. With respect to
his classes at Wye, it s the father’s position to
make decisions about his thild’s education. With
respect to visits by Cuban\Qiplomats, we exerted
some control over Cuban diplo@ats traveling to Wye,
but the Gonzalez family ultimately determined with
whom they would meet and how tﬁey would spend their
time.

It is my hope that Elian Gonzalez and all Cuban
children will soon be able to enjoy & democratic
Cuba and the benefits of an open ecoiﬁ@y. I know
that you and I share this hope.

Thank you for your thoughts on this important
matter.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Robert Menendez
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3013
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Dear Repfesentatin/yeﬁéndez.

Thank you f6} your letter concerning Elian
Gonzalez. \\

During Elian’s st§§ near Wye Plantation and in
Washington, Eld his family

enjoyed quiet time together away from the media
spotlight. T
fgnily once-<aegemin. AlthQugh they received
visits from Cuban governmant officials, those
officials did not dictate eir daily
activities, nor did they int®rfere with the
strong bond between parent and child that lies
at the core of this matter.

It is my hope, now that Elian and \his family
have returned to Cuba, that they will be able
to resume their normal lives, far fr&m the
public attention of recent months. \\

\

\
Thank you for writimg—amd sharing your thoughts
with me on this important matter.

Sincerely,
The Honorable Robert Menendez

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3013
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It is my hope that Elian Gonzalez,{jand \all Cuban —_—
| childreny|/will soon be able to enjoy a democratic
Cuba and the benefits of &n open economy j:@hile

we may disagree on aspects of the Elian Gbnzalez
case;lI know that you and I share this ho

Thank you for sha;éngkyour thoughts
this important matter.
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Sincerely,

The Honorable Robert Mener.dez
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3(13
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Dear Bob: \\\\ ,ur%ydﬁﬁ“

Thank you for you;\isFter concerning Eli
Gonzalez.
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It is my hope, now that Elian and his family

have returned to Cuba, that thev will be able H{MD
to resume their normal lives, far from the (&O &
public attention of recent months. w\

S
Thank you for sharing your thoughts with\ me on rVH
this important matter.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Robert Menendez
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3013
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and your ncern about the lessons provided by his
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Once the INS determined that Juan Miguel Gonzalez
was Elian’s fathex and that he had a close
relationship with Ihis son, the INS recognized his
legal right to speak\for Elian and took steps to
reunite Mr. Gonzalez with his son. With respect to
his classes at Wye, it }s the father’s position to
make decisions about his shild’s education. With
regspect to visits by Cubai\Qéplomats, we exerted
some control over Cuban diplwsmats traveling to Wye,
but the Gonzalez family ultimately determined with
whom they would meet and how tﬁey would spend their
time.

It is my hope that Elian Gonzalez and all Cuban
children will soon be able to enjoy democratic
Cuba and the benefits of an open econamy. I know
that you and I share this hope.

Thank you for your thoughts on this impo
matter.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Robert Menendez
House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3013



THE WHITE HOUSE S

WASHINGTON

2Ly
Pl

\\\ ngséy/
Dear Repfegentatin/yeﬁéndez:

Thank you féf.your letter concerning Elian
Gonzalez.

During Elian’s sta

near Wye Plantatlon and in
Washlngton, Edld :

Although they received
t officials, those

family onha_.ag-a-:n
visits from Cuban governms
officials did not dictate eir daily
activities, nor did they intarfere with the
strong bond between parent and child that lies
at the core of this matter.

It is my hope, now that Elian and \uis family
have returned to Cuba, that they will be able
to resume their normal lives, far frym the

public attention of recent months.

Thank you for wrrtimg—amd sharing your thoughts
with me on this important matter.

Sincerely,

The Honorable Robert Menendez

House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515-3013



THE WHITE HOUSE // V

WASHINGTON S*JL/CVﬁ%r)

Dear Bob:
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to resume their normal lives, far frow the (ﬁo w
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Sincerely,

The Honorable Robert Menendez
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Washington, D.C. 20515-3013
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