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N A T I O N A L S E C U R I T Y C O U N C I L 

2671 

June 14, 2 000 

To Exsec: 

Please note t h a t the American 
Embassy Buenos Aires recommends 
th a t the l e t t e r t o Nobel Laureate 
Esquivel be sent i n care of the 
American Embassy at the address 
below. This i s due t o the poor 
q u a l i t y of mail service i n Buenos 
Ai r e s . I t i s also recommended 
th a t the l e t t e r be double packaged 
w i t h the below address on. the 
outer envelope and Mr. Esquivel's 
address on the one w i t h the l e t t e r 
enclosed. The American Embassy 
w i l l see t h a t the l e t t e r gets t o 
Mr. Esquivel. 

Adolfo Perez Esquivel 
c/o U.S. Embassy 
Buenos A i r e s , Argentina 
APO AA 34 034 

A t t n : P o l i t i c a l Section 

Thanks! 
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NATIONAL S E C U R I T Y C O U N C I L 

2671 

June 14, 2000 

To Exsec: 

Please note t h a t the American 
Embassy Buenos A i r e s recommends 
t h a t the l e t t e r t o Nobel Laureate 
Esquivel be sent i n care of the 
American Embassy at the address 
below. This i s due t o the poor 
q u a l i t y of mail s e r v i c e i n Buenos 
A i r e s . I t i s als o recommended 
t h a t the l e t t e r be double packaged 
w i t h the below address on the 
outer envelope and Mr. Esquivel's 
address on the one w i t h the l e t t e r 
enclosed. The American Embassy 
w i l l see t h a t the l e t t e r gets t o 
Mr. Esquivel. 

Adolfo Perez Esquivel 
c/o U.S. Embassy 
Buenos A i r e s , Argentina 
APO AA 34034 

A t t n : P o l i t i c a l Section 

Thanks! 



T H E WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

June 19, 2000 

Dear Ms. Menchu: 

Thank you f o r your l e t t e r on the E l i a n 
Gonzalez case. I share your concern f o r 
Elian's welfare. 

The p l i g h t of E l i a n Gonzalez has s t i r r e d the 
emotions of many and a t t r a c t e d much 
a t t e n t i o n . At i t s core, however, t h i s case 
involves a l i t t l e boy who l o s t h i s mother 
under t r a g i c circumstances and, as i s 
appropriate, has now been r e u n i t e d w i t h h i s 
only s u r v i v i n g parent. The d i s p o s i t i o n of 
t h i s case a f f i r m s the fundamental bond 
between a parent and c h i l d . 

Again, thank you f o r sharing your views w i t h 
me on t h i s important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Rigoberta Menchu Tum 
Fundasion Rigoberta Menchu Tum 
#1 Calle 7-45 Zona 1 
E d i f i c i o Soalfa 
Guatemala C i t y , Guatemala 
Central America 



T H E WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

June 19, 2000 

Dear Mr. Esquivel: 

Thank you f o r your l e t t e r on the E l i a n 
Gonzalez case. I share your concern f o r 
Elian's welfare. 

The p l i g h t of E l i a n Gonzalez has s t i r r e d the 
emotions of many and a t t r a c t e d much 
a t t e n t i o n . At i t s core, however, t h i s case 
involves a l i t t l e boy who l o s t h i s mother 
under t r a g i c circumstances and, as i s 
appropriate, has now been r e u n i t e d w i t h h i s 
only s u r v i v i n g parent. The d i s p o s i t i o n of 
t h i s case a f f i r m s the fundamental bond 
between a parent and c h i l d . 

Again, thank you f o r sharing your views w i t h 
me on t h i s important matter. 

Sincerely, 

Adolfo Perez Esquivel 
ERPAJ Piedras 730 
Buenos A i r e s , Argentina 1070 



2671 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

June 17, 2 00 0 

ACTION Jx .^^<^^J G / f ^ / i O b 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGEf^^^X 

SUBJECT: L e t t e r from Nobel Peace Prize Winners on E l i a n 
Gonzalez Case 

Purpose 

Respond t o a l e t t e r from Nobel Peace Prize Laureates Rigoberta 
Menchu of Guatemala and Adolfo Perez Esquivel of Argentina. 

Background 

The two Nobel Laureates request th a t you take s w i f t a c t i o n t o 
re u n i t e E l i a n Gonzalez w i t h h i s f a t h e r . I n your r e p l y , you 
express your concern f o r the boy's welfare and i n d i c a t e t h a t 
INS's a c t i o n t o r e u n i t e E l i a n and h i s f a t h e r r e a f f i r m e d the 
fundamental bond between a parent and c h i l d . 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached response at Tab A. 

Attachments 
Tab A Reply t o Nobel Laureates 
Tab B Incoming correspondence 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of S t a f f 
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U.S. Department of State 
Office of Language Services 

Translating Division 

LSNo. 0400131 
JPM/ALK 
Spanish 

April 2, 2000 

Mr. William Clinton 
President of the United States 

Sir: 

Every child has the right to live with his or her parents. 

The case of little Elian Gonzalez has shaken everyone's conscience. We, the 

undersigned, therefore request that you intervene immediately to ensure that Elian is retumed to 

his father in Havana, Cuba, and thus prevent him from being used as a political pawn and kept in 

Miami. 

There is no legal justification for him to be apart from his father and subjected to harmful 

psychological and emotional pressure. 

We expect you to act swiftly to ensure his safety so that he can be reunited with his father 

as soon as possible. 

Every parent has the right to live with his or her child. 

Yours in brotherhood, 

[Signatiu-e] 

Rigoberta Menchu[jpmi] 
1992 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 

[Signatiire] 

Adolfo P6rez Esquivel 
1980 Nobel Peace Prize Laureate 
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NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL 2671 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504 

June 14, 2 0 00 

ACTION 
I 

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL BERGER 

THROUGH: ERIC SCHWARTZ 

FROM: WENDY PATTEN 

SUBJECT: L e t t e r from Nobel Peace Prize Winners on E l i a n 
Gonzalez Case 

Attached i s a memorandum t o the President and responses t o a 
l e t t e r from Nobel Peace Prize Laureates Rigoberta Menchu and 

I Adolfo Perez Esquivel on the E l i a n Gonzalez case. We held t h i s 
response pending the outcome of events surrounding Elian's 

' r e t u r n t o h i s f a t h e r ' s care. 

The NSC received the incoming correspondence on A p r i l 27, 2000. 

Concurrence by: Caryn H o l l i s , Mary DeRosa { v i a email} 

i 

RECOMMENDATION 

^ That you sign the attached memorandum at Tab I . 

I Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum f o r the President 

' Tab A Responses t o Menchu and Perez Esquivel 
Tab B Incoming Correspondence 


