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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20504

March 31, 2000

ACTION

MEMORANDUM FOR JAMES STEINBERG @U/(‘/ M
FROM ERIC SCHWARTZ/DAN FELDMAN{‘DF V‘(‘

SUBJECT: Update on Elian Gonzalez case
Attached is a memorandum on the subject issue.
Concurrences by: Caryn Hollis, Mary DeRosazeﬂl

RECOMMENDAT JON

That you sign the attached memorandum to the President.

Attachment
Tab I Memorandum to the President
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CONFIDE)AL 2237
/ THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER
SUBJECT: Status of Elian Gonzalez Issue
Castro’s Announcement: In a televised roundtable discussion

from Havana on Wednesday evening, Fidel Castro indicated that
the father of Elian Gonzalez, Juan Miguel Gonzalez, was prepared
to come to the United States to await the outcome of the legal
process involving Elian. In itself, this could be a welcome
development; the Justice Department has already indicated that
the father’s trav to the Uﬁ??éd\stites, where he could be

close to his son, would facilitate an putcome to this matter.

Castro’s offer, however, several additional elements. -G
Craig, attorney £ told the press Thursday
after at before the father travels to the United States;
heeds assurances from INS that he will have custody of Elian
'for the duration of the court proceedings. INS officials inform
us that such a custody arrangement would be the normal course of
action. Craig held preliminary discussions on Thursday
moorrwith—the INS about possipre arrangements for—the
father’s travel, and these discussions will continue today.

The other details of Castro’s offer are more unusual. Castro
proposed that Elian’s father be accompanied not only by his wife
(Elian’s stepmother) and his other child, but alsc by 12 of
Elian’s classmates, two of Elian’s school teachers, a favorite
cousin, a team of doctors (including psychologists), and a legal
adviser. State and INS do not believe that such an entourage
would be conducive to a successful resolution of this matter,
and note that some members of the support group would not
qualify for visas under current guidelines.

Visa Requests: Craig delivered a letter to State on Thursday
afternoon, requesting visas for Elian’s father, stepmother, half
brother, and cousin, as well as for National Assembly President
Ricari;Négarcon. Formal requests for visas may be made at the
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U.S. Interests Section in Havana today, and the Department of
State has said it will give properly filed visa requests for the
four family members expedited consideration under established
State guidelines. State has not indicated how it will treat a
visa request for Alarcon. Craig also told the press that once
Juan Gonzalez receives the assurances he seeks from INS
regarding custody of Elian, then visa requests for the remaining
members of the entourage would be submitted.

Discussions With Family in Florida: INS has proposed holding
off any action on return to Cuba for Elian pending the outcome
of an expedited appeals process, but has insisted on an
agreement with the Miami relatives that, if the family loses the
appeal, they will cooperate in an orderly transfer of custody.
DOJ and INS believe such a commitment is critical to ensuring
some reasonable resolution of this matter. INS has said it will
revoke Elian’s current parole status if the great-uncle does not
sign such an agreement. According to INS, such revocation would
not result in immediate enforcement acticon, but would set the
stage for a transfer of custody absent a court injunction.

Discussions between INS and lawyers for the great-uncle were
held Wednesday and Thursday, and will resume on Monday morning.
INS has extended until next Tuesday morning, April 4, its
deadline for a positive response from the Miami relatives.
Should Elian’s father come to the United States, the agreement
INS is currently seeking with the Miami relatives would not
prejudice INS efforts to transfer custody to the father pending
the outcome of the appeal. Indeed, since the announcement that
the father plans to travel to the United States, the talks have
focussed on a plan for transfer of custody if the father
arrives.

Guidance: We are making the following points:

On the father’s request for a visa: As the Departments of State
and Justice have indicated, the father’s travel to the United
States could contribute to a successful resolution of this
matter. The Department of State has indicated that it will
process properly filed visa applications for the four immediate
family members expeditiously, per established guidelines.

On Castro’s request to have additional Cubans accompany the
father: Any other visa requests would be considered by the
Department of State in accordance with appropriate regulations
and guidelines.
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Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC)

From: Patten, Wendy L. (MULTI)

Sent: Tuesday, April 18, 2000 10:54 AM

To: Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC); @MULTILAT - Multilateral and Humanitarian Affairs
Cc: @UP - APNSA Special Assistants; @EXECSEC - Executiv cretary
Subject: RE: Pkg 2237 -- Update on Elian Gonzalez Case [CON NTIAL]

Kay -- talked to Eric. This is OBE'd. The Elian case is such a moving target right now that any memo we would do would
be OBE'd between the time we sent it forward and the time it hit POTUS' desk.

thanks -- WLP
----- Original Message-—-
From: Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC)
Sent: Tuesday, April 18, 2000 9:38 AM
To: @MULTILAT - Multilateral and Humanitarian Affairs
Cc: @UP - APNSA Special Assistants; @EXECSEC - Execulje€ Secretary
Subject: RE: Pkg 2237 -- Update on Elian Gonzalez Case [COMFIDENTIAL]

Eric: was this ever done? We are still holding this package in the hold bin. A redo was requested two weeks ago.
Let us know. Thanks.

----- Original Message-----

From: Joshi, M. Kay (EXSEC)

Sent: Monda r|| 03, 2000 11:29 AM

To: @MULTI Multilateral and Humanitarian Affairs

Cc: @UP APNSA Special Assistants; @EXECSEC - Ex ive Secretary
Subject: Pkg 2237 -- Update on Elian Gonzalez Case [CO ENTIAL]

Jim Steinberg sent the subject package back with a note: redo/update. Attached is the document. Please
update as soon as possible and return via e-mail. Thanks.

<< File: 2237POTUSmemo.doc >> << File: 2237JSMemo.doc >>

DECLASSIFIED E.C. 13526
White House Guidelines,
September 11, 2006
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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

INFORMATION

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT

FROM:
SUBJECT: “gs of Elian CGonzalez Issue
Castro’s Announcement: &In a televised roundtable discussion

from Havana on Wednesday’mvening, Fidel Castro indicated that
the father of Elian Gonza

process involving Elian.
development; the Justice Depa:\
the father’s travel to the Unitl
close to his son, would facilitaﬁ? an outcome to this matter{ .
Castro’s offer, however, had Sevefﬁ, additional elemen®s. Greg
Craig, attorney for Juan Gonzalez, ﬁfld the presg/Th féday

Lsday afternoon with
the INS about possible arrangements for tRe father’s travel, and
these discussions will continue ioday.

The other details of Castro’s offer are morefunusual. Castro
proposed that Elian’s father be accompanied it only by his wife
(Elian’s stepmother) and his other child, but€also by 12 of
Elian’s classmates, two of Elian’s school teacHers, a favorite
cousin, a team of doctors (including psychologi{ts), and a legal
adviser. State and INS do not believe that such\an entourage
would be conducive to a successfiil resolution of §{his matter,
and note that some members of the support group w&ild not
qualify for visas under current guidelines.

' Visa Requests: Craig delivered a letter to State on\Thursday
' aftexnoon, requesting visas for Elian’s father, stepsNother,

ha%f— rotp$r, and cousin, as well as for National Asse
Cueoc waplls

CONFIDENTIAL DECLASSIFIRRE.O. 13526C: Vi;e President
fﬁ;ng§;fre?*€{d) ETiC ChwartA\theHougaGuumhne& Chief of Staff
efson:

Seplember 11, 2006

By ! NARA, Dateﬁl.‘_‘zﬁ b
\2-05H- ¥

Declassify On: 3-30-00



CONFIDEﬁé;AL 2

President Ricardo Alarcon. Formal requests for visas may be
made at fthe U.S. Interests Section in Havana today, and the
Departmeng, of State has said it will give properly filed visa
requests £ the four family members expedited consideration
under establ®¥ghed State guidelines. State has not indicated how
it will treat % visa request for Alarcon. Craig also told the
press that once“\pan Gonzalez recelves the assurances he seeks

‘,\in Florida: INS has proposed holding
’\to Cuba for Elian pending the outcome

agreement with the Miami rglatives that, 1f the family loses the
appeal, they will cooperatefNin an orderly transfer of custody.
DOJ and INS believe such a cGgmitment is critical to ensuring

some reasonable resolution of%his matter. INS has said it will
revoke Elian’s current parole Xatus 1f the great-uncle does not
sign such an agreement. Accordiyg to INS, such revocation would

not result in immediate enforcem,qt action, but would set the
stage for a transfer of custody abgent a court injunction.

Discussions between INS and lawy=rs §or the great-uncle were
held Wednesday and Thursday, and will§resume on Monday morning.
INS has extended until next Tuesday mco§ning, April 4, its
deadline for a positive response from t§e Miami relatives.
Should Elian’s father come to the UnitedyStates, the agreement
INS is currently seeking with the Miami rflatives would not
prejudice INS efforts to transfer custody o the father pending
the outcome of the appeal. Indeedk{since X1e announcement that
the father plans to travel to the U.S)., theXYalks have focussed
on a plan for transfer of custody ? he fatNer arrives.

LﬁQJ.\\ o P
Guidance: We are making the following points:

On the father's request for a visa: As the Depa\tments of State
and Justice have indicated, the ifather’s travel td the United
States could contribute to a successful resolution I this
matter. The Department of State has indicated that it will
process properly filed visa applications for the four immediate
family members expeditiously, pex established guidelines.

On Castro’s request to have additional Cubans accompany the
father; Any other visa requests would be considered by the

" Department of State in accordance with appropriate regulations

and guidelines.
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