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T H E W H I T E H O U S E 

W A S H I N G T O N 

February 11, 2000 

Dear Governor Bush: 

Thank you f o r your l e t t e r regarding the case of 
E l i a n Gonzalez. I share your concern f o r the 
well-being of t h i s s i x year-old boy. 

As you know, the Immigration and N a t u r a l i z a t i o n 
Service has decided t h a t E l i a n Gonzalez's 
f a t h e r , Juan Gonzalez, has the sole l e g a l 
a u t h o r i t y to speak f o r his son i n immigration 
matters, and t h a t the boy should be r e u n i t e d 
w i t h h i s f a t h e r . INS followed the applicable 
law and procedures i n reaching t h i s 
determination. 

The p a r t i e s involved i n t h i s matter have now 
challenged the INS decision i n f e d e r a l court, 
which i s the appropriate place to resolve 
concerns about the decision. Throughout t h i s 
process, I have worked to ensure that t h i s case 
i s handled according to the law, free from the 
i n f l u e n c e of p o l i t i c a l or other f a c t o r s . 

Again, thank you f o r sharing w i t h me your 
concerns about t h i s compelling case. 

Sincerely, 

The Honorable Jeb Bush 
Governor of F l o r i d a 
Tallahassee, F l o r i d a 32399-0001 



ACTION 

THE PRESIDENT HAS SEEN 
2» I / - o O 

THE WHITE HOUSE 
W A S H I N G T O N 

February 9, 2000 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRE-S;[,p̂ T 

FROM: 

0130 

'00hfcygpM2M7 

SUBJECT 

SAMUEL BERG 
MICKEY IBAR 

L e t t e r from Gov. Jeb Bush on E l i a n Gonzalez Case 

Purpose 

Respond t o a l e t t e r from F l o r i d a Governor Jeb Bush, expressing h i s 
concerns about the INS dec i s i o n to r e t u r n E l i a n Gonzalez t o h i s 
f a t h e r i n Cuba. 

Background 

Governor Jeb Bush wrote t o express h i s concerns regarding the INS 
deci s i o n announced on January 5. I n h i s l e t t e r , he c r i t i c i z e s the 
INS d e c i s i o n as a r b i t r a r y and u n i l a t e r a l , and takes issue w i t h INS' 
f a i l u r e t o a f f o r d the c h i l d a hearing on the request f o r asylum 
f i l e d on h i s behalf, which he claims runs co n t r a r y to h i s 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r i g h t s . The l e t t e r asks you to reverse the decis i o n 
made by the Attorney General and INS, thereby a l l o w i n g the case to 
be decided by a F l o r i d a s t a t e court. 

Your response i n d i c a t e s t h a t the p a r t i e s involved i n t h i s matter 
have challenged the INS decisi o n i n fe d e r a l court, which i s the 
appropriate place t o resolve concerns about t h a t d e c i s i o n . The 
response also makes c l e a r t h a t you have endeavored t o ensure t h a t 
the INS de c i s i o n would be made according to the app l i c a b l e law and 
procedures, and not p o l i t i c s . 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached response. 

Attachment 
Tab A L e t t e r to Governor Bush 

PHOTOCOPY WJC HANDWRITÎ fi" 
cc: Vice President 

ef of S t a f f 



JEB BUSH 
GOVERNOR 

STATE OF FLORIDA 

THE CAPITOL 

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 32399-0001 

4 0 8 8 5 3 * 

January 6, 2000 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President of the United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

Dear President Clinton: 

Ms. Doris Meissner, Commissioner of Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
announced yesterday that Elian Gonzalez would be returned to his father's custody in 
Cuba. Today, Attorney General Janet Reno announced she would not reverse the 
Commissioner's decision. This unilateral decision by INS came before Elian's scheduled 
asylum hearing with INS, and ignores its previously stated commitment to protect the 
needs of refugee children such as Elian. INS's order sadly makes no mention ofthe fact 
that Elian's mother sacrificed her own life so that Elian might live in freedom and liberty 
in the United States. 

Many in the South Florida community are incensed by the failure of INS to afford 
Elian any hearing or appropriate due process, and are justifiably concerned about the 
welfare of this child. Elian's father has not been permitted to leave Cuba to visit his son 
here, and may not have been permitted to speak freely while in Cuba. Thus, his 
statements to the INS expressing a desire to remain in Cuba are suspect. Fidel Castro has 
made Elian a poster child for his communist dictatorship, and has turned what should be a 
determination as to the child's best interests into a way to advance his own political 
tyranny. As a result of this arbitrary and unilateral decision to return Elian to Cuba, civil 
protests in Miami have already commenced. 

0 2000 



The Honorable William J. Clinton 
January 6, 2000 
Page Two 

The actions of the Commissioner and the Attorney General to date have been 
insensitive and contrary to the fundamental constitutional rights enjoyed by all. I ask that 
you, as President, review and reverse the decision of the Commissioner and Attorney 
General to return Elian Gonzalez to Cuba. The issue of Elian's legal custody should be 
determined not by INS unilaterally, but by a hearing in our own state judicial system. 
Your administration initially realized the fundamental fairness of a state-court resolution 
before allowing INS to interfere with Elian Gonzalez's life. Our state courts are impartial, 
and have a history of fairly resolving custody issues. Moreover, our state courts can, and 
will, assure that Elian and his father receive the due process to which they are entitled. A 
court, not INS, should resolve this issue under applicable law, so that the final decision 
on Elian's custody and residency is made in the best interests of the child. 

Finally, given INS' decision to return Elian to Cuba no later than January 14, 
2000, your attention to this matter is required immediately. Thank you for . your 
consideration. 

sincerely, 

Bush 
Governor 



N A T I O N A L S E C U R I T Y C O U N C I L 0130 

W A S H I N G T O N , D C 2 0 5 0 4 

I 

Februa ry 4, 2000 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR SAMUEL R. BERGER 

THROUGH: ERIC SCHWART£^ 

FROM: WENDY PATTEN 

SUBJECT: L e t t e r from Gov. Jeb Bush Concerning the Case of 
El i a n Gonzalez 

Attached i s a memorandum to the President and proposed response 
to a l e t t e r from Governor Jeb Bush c r i t i c i z i n g the INS decisi o n 
i n t h i s case and asking the President to reverse i t . 

The NSC received the incoming correspondence on January 7, 2000, 

Concurrences by: Mary DeRosa, Caryn H o l l i s ^ ^ ^ ^ 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached memorandum. 

' Attachments 
Tab I Memorandum to the President 

Tab A L e t t e r to Gov. Bush on E l i a n Gonzalez 
j Tab B Incoming Correspondence 
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0130 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

ACTION 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE PRESIDENT 

•̂ EHROUGltl THE EXECUTIVE-CtiERK 

FROM: SAMUEL BERGER 
RPATN . 

SUBJECT: L e t t e r from Gov. Jeb Bush on E l i a n Gonzalez Case 

Purpose 

fspond to a l e t t e r from F l o r i d a Governor Jeb Bush, expressing 
l i s concerns about the INS decision to r e t u r n E l i a n Gonzalez to his 
fa t h e r i n Cuba. 

Background 

Governor Jeb Bush wrote to express l i i s concerns regarding the INS 
decisio n announced on January 5. In h i s l e t t e r , he c r i t i c i z e s the 
INS d e c i s i o n as a r b i t r a r y and u n i l a t e r a l , and takes issue w i t h INS' 
f a i l u r e to a f f o r d the c h i l d a hearing on the request f o r asylum 
f i l e d on h i s behalf, which he claims runs contrary to h i s 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r i g h t s . H£_aJ-Si3-j»&̂ -ê --tlTat sTTg-e-b-^otests wexe 
o-c^urring i n - ^ i a m i as a res u l t - of •"̂ hc dcciaion. The l e t t e r 
__CQiiiilmias~-fey^ ask^fi^ you to reverse the decision made by the Attorney 
General and INS, thereby a l l o w i n g the case to be decided by a 
Fl o r i d a s t a t e c o u r t . 

Your response i n d i c a t e s t h a t the p a r t i e s involved i n t h i s matter 
have challenged the INS decision i n fed e r a l court, which i s the 
appropriate place to resolve concerns about t h a t d e c i s i o n . The 
response also makes clear t h a t you have endeavored to ensure t h a t 
the INS dec i s i o n would be made acc:ording to the applicab l e law and 
procedures, and not p o l i t i c s . 

RECOMMENDATION 

That you sign the attached response. 

Attachment 'ZT ,̂-,,...,..1. 
Tab A JLasj^ersrs^ Ĉ j- L e t t e r -f̂ eem'* Gov̂ .̂  Bush 

cc: Vice President 
Chief of S t a f f 



T H E WHITE HOUSE 

W A S H I N G T O N 

Dear Governor Bush: 

Thank you f o r your l e t t e r regarding the case of 
E l i a n Gonzalez. I share your concern f o r the 
well - b e i n g of t h i s six|Syear-old boy. 

As you know, the Immigration and N a t u r a l i z a t i o n . . 
Service aftnuunutid un 'Januaiy 5 l i b UeeiBi-on oiJU.i.cLcJi 
t h a t E l i a n Gonzalez's f a t h e r , Juan Gonzalez, 
has the sole l e g a l a u t h o r i t y to speak f o r h i s 
son i n immigration matters, and t h a t the boy 
should be r e u n i t e d w i t h h i s f a t h e r . INS 
followed the applicab l e law and procedures i n 
reaching t h i s determination. 

The p a r t i e s involved i n t h i s matter have 
challenged the INS decision i n f e d e r a l court. 

u>̂ ;w-ĉ '-̂ f̂ea-t i s the appropriate place to resolve ^ 
concerns about feiia^^deci sion. Throughout t h i s 
process, I^ha^^^^JriH^^ co ensure t h a t t h i s 

ie according to the law. 
I i hav 

doc i c i e n wmm: 
^7__^nd nojU-pnl i t in^^^u^.. 

Again, thank you f o r sharing w i t h me your 
concerns about t h i s compelling case. 

S i n c e r e l y . 

fiTtc 
I In I^Ctycvi Ct ^ 

The Honorable Jeb Bush 
Governor of F l o r i d a 
Tallahassee, F l o r i d a 32399-0001 



STATE OF FLORIDA 

(©£KcB nf tljB Cinitenxm: 
iwcAprroL 

TALUHASSEE. FLORIDA 32S99-0001 
JEB BUSH 
COVBBNOR 

Janxiary 6,2000 

The Honorable William J. Clinton 
President ofthe United States 
The White House 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20S00 

Dear President Clinton: 

Ms. Doris Meissner. Cornxxiissioner of Immigration and Naturalization Service, 
announced yesterday that Elian Gonzalez would be returned to his Other's cxistody in 
Cuba. Today, Attomey General Janet Reno announced she would not reverse the 
Commissioner's decision. This unilateral decision by INS came before Elian's scheduled 
asylum hearing with INS, and ignores its previoxisly stated commitment to protect the 
needs of refugee children such as Elian. INS's order sadly makes no mention ofthe fact 
that Elian's mother sacrificed her own life so that Elian might live in freedom and liberty 
in the United States. 

Many in the South Florida community are incensed by the failure of INS to afford 
Elian any hearing or appropriate due process, and are justifiably concemed about the 
welfare of this child, jean's father has not been permitted to leave Cuba to visit his son 
here, and may not have been peimitted to speak fieely wfaUe in Cuba. Thus, his 
statements to the INS expressing a desire to remain in Cuba are suspect Fidel Castro has 
made Elian a poster child for his communist dictatorship, and has tumed what should be a 
detetmination as to the child's best interests into a way to advance his own political 
tyranny. As a result of this arbitraiy and unilateral decision to retum Elian to Cubâ  civil 
protests in Miami have already commenced. 



The Honorable William J. Clinton 
January 6,2000 
Page Two 

The actions of the Commissioner and the Attomey General to date have been 
insensitive and contrary to the fundamental constitutional rights exyoyed by all. I ask that 
you, as President, review and reverse the decision of the Commissioner and Attomey 
Oeneral to retum T?li«n Gonzalez to Cuba. The issue of Elian's legal custody should be 
detennined not by INS unilaterally, but by a hearing in our own state judicial system. 
Your administration initially realized ihe fimdamental fiumess of a state-court resolution 
before allowing INS to interfere with Elian Gonzalez's life. Our state courts are inqpartial, 
and have a history of fairiy resolving custody issues. Moreover, our state courts can, and 
will, assure that Elian and his fitther receive the due process to which diey are entitled. A 
court, not INS, should resolve this issue imder a l̂icable law, so that the final decision 
on Elian's custody and residency is made in the best interests of the child. 

Finally, given INS* decision to retum Elian to Cuba no later than January 14, 
2000, your attention to this matter is required immediately. Thank you for . your 
consideration. 

Jeb Bush 
Oovemor 

TOTPL P.03 
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