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United States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

February 4, 2000 

Dear Mr. Robinson: 

Your l e t t e r t o President C l i n t o n of December 9, 1999, 
regarding the case of s i x year o l d E l i a n Gonzalez was 
forwarded t o the O f f i c e of Cuban A f f a i r s f o r a r e p l y . 

We understand your concerns and appreciate your views 
regarding t h i s case. As the agency responsible f o r 
p r o t e c t i n g the i n t e r e s t of American c i t i z e n s abroad and t h a t 
shares w i t h the Department of J u s t i c e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the immigration laws, we support INS's 
determination t h a t E l i a n Gonzalez should be returned t o h i s 
f a t h e r i n Cuba. 

We, l i k e Attorney General Janet Reno, b e l i e v e i t i s 
imperative t h a t a l l of us do what we can t o resolve t h i s 
case as soon as p o s s i b l e . Ms, Reno has allowed Elian's 
Miami r e l a t i v e s a reasonable o p p o r t u n i t y t o seek review of 
the INS d e c i s i o n i n f e d e r a l court and, as you know, t h a t i s 
p r e c i s e l y where the matter i s c u r r e n t l y being handled. 

We appreciate your views on the embargo, an area where 
the United States and Canada have agreed t o disagree. While 
the embargo i s meant to pressure the Cuban Government t o 
respect human r i g h t s and adopt fundamental reforms, at the 
same time we continue t o provide support t o the Cuban people 
d i r e c t l y through our extensive people-to-people programs. 
The Canadian Government too r e c e n t l y expressed r e g r e t at the 
lack of progress Cuba has made on human r i g h t s and 
p o l i t i c a l / e c o n o m i c reforms, and has begun reassessing i t s 

The Honorable Svend J. Robinson, 
Durnby-Doublas, MP, 

House of Commons, 
Canada. 
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approach toward Cuba. We have yet to see a policy approach 
that i s more e f f e c t i v e than ours at securing human ri g h t s 
and democratic change for the people of Cuba. 

Roberx Witajsawski 
Deputy Direa?cor 
Office of /uban A f f a i r s 
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: j H O U S E O F C O M M O N S 

CANADA 

OTTAWA 

PLEASE QUOTE FILE G99-6042 
December 9lh, 1999 
President William J. Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

By fax: 202-456-2883 

Dear President Clinton: 

1 am writing as a member of the national House of Commons in Canada since 1979, and a 
senior member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. I am absolutely appalled at the 
position your govemment has taken concerning six year old Elian Gonzalez Brotons of 
Cardenas, Cuba. As you know, Gonzalez survived tiie sinking of a boat that led to the 
death of his mother and several other people seeking to travel illegally from Cuba to 
Florida. The boy is now in Florida with distant relatives, and his presence there is being 
blatantly exploited by reactionary elements in the Cuban ex-patriatc community there, 
particularly the Cuban American National Foundation. His faiher, Juan Miguel 
Gonzalez, and both sets of grandparents are all very close to the boy, and all of course 
seek his immediate retum to the father's home in Cuba. 

1 am writing on behalf of my colleagues in the federal New Democratic Party to demand 
that you immediately authorize the retum of this Cuban boy to his family in Cuba. The 
actions of your govemment in these circumstances are both inhumane and in clear breach 
of intemational law. This innocent young child must not be used as a pawn in your 
desti-uctive policies attacking the people of Cuba. Finally, I would once again urge you to 
heed the overwhelming call of the community of nations, including my own country of 
Canada, to end your illegal and immoral blockade of Cuba. 

Sincerely yours, 

Svend J Robinson, MP 
Bumaby-Douglas 

cc. US Ambassador to Canada, His Excellency Gordon D. Giffin, By fax: 613-688-3088 

SJR: gve 

386 W6SI Block 
House of Commons BURNABY 

Ottawa, OtilafiO 4453 Hastings St 
KTA0A6 BiirnaOy, BC 

'rUf̂ ^̂ nf Svend Robinson, MP 
IJu< 992-5501 ' (6CM) 299-4022 

JAH 3 ̂ ĵj|2''''"''<3'c«n.(jc.ca Bumaby - Douglas tax BSS-OTS? 
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M-06-00 

February 1.2000 

Majority of Americans Approve Decision to Return EUan Gonxalez to Cuba 

Two-thirds ofthe U.S. public approve the INS 
decision to send Elian Gonzales to his father in 
Cuba, rather than remain with relatives in the U.S. 
Most Americans believe this is in the boy's best 
interests, and - in thfs context - oppose ihe idea of 
the U.S. Congress granting U.S. citizen.<thip or 
permanent resident status to the youth. 

Increased Majority Approves Elian's 
Return to Cuba 

A Gallup poll taken last week (1/25-26) found 67 
percent of the public now approve the "U.S. 
government decision" to send Elian Gonzales 
"back to Cuba to live with his father" (up from 
56% on a January 7-10 poll). Support for thc boy 
to "remain with relatives in the United States" has 
declined; 25 percent now favor this - down from 
36 percent in early January. 

pp.rceptions nf F.lian's best interests - Prior 
lo asking about approval of the U.S. government's 
decision, Gallup asked which would be in the "best 
interests of the boy": "To live wi th his futher in 

Cuba" (60% currently say this - up from 45% in 
early December) or "to remain in the U.S. to live 
with relatives who have requested he stay here" 
(33% now - down from 45% in December). 

N/ff|inritv opp"«ê s law praniine U S. 
rj^ixftpthjp to Elian - Gallup's question on this issue 
mentioned that "bills have been introduced in thc 
House and Senate in Washington which grant Elian 
Gonzales U.S. citizenship, or give him permanent 
resident status." The poll found a 54-37 percent 
majority oppose "the passage of such a law by 
Congress." 

out ofiwnry, lhe results based on a sample ofarf>uncl ^'^^^.'^l *' f^" ^^^nTrv The results based on a sample of 1.000 will differ by no more than 

Richman, Office of Research {202-619-5140). richman® exclu^nge. USIA.gov. 
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HOUSE O F COMMONS 
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PLEASE QUOTE F I L E G99-6042 
OTTAWA 

December 9th, 1999 

President William J. Clinton 
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20500 

By fax: 202-456-2883 

Dear President Clinton: 

1 am writing as a member of the national House of Conmions in Canada since 1979, and a 
senior member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee. I am absolutely appalled at the 
position your government has taken conceming six year old Elian Gonzalez Brotons of 
Cardenas, Cuba. As you know, Gonzalez survived tlie sinking of a boat that led to the 
death of his mother and several other people seeking to travel illegally from Cuba to 
Florida. The boy is now in Rorida with distant relatives, and his presence there is being 
blatantly exploited by reactionary elements in the Cuban ex-patriatc community there, 
particularly the Cuban American National Foundation. His faiher, Juan Miguel 
Gonzalez, and both sets of grandparents are all very close to the boy, and all of course 
seek his immediate return to the father's home in Cuba. 

1 am writing on behalf of my coUeagues in the federal New Democratic Party to demand 
that you immediately authorize the return of this Cuban boy to his family in Cuba. The 
actions of your govemment in these circumstances are both inhumane and in clear breach 
of intcmationaJ law. This innocent young child must not be used as a pawn in your 
destructive policies attacking the people of Cuba. Finally, I would once again urge you to 
heed the overwhelming call of the conununity of nations, including my own country of 
Canada, to end your illegal and immoral blockade of Cuba, 

Sincerely yours, 

Svend J Robinson, MP 
Burnaby-Douglas 

cc. US Ambassador to Canada, His Excellency Gordon D. Giffin, By fax: 613-688-3088 

SJR: gve 
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